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REPORT  OF  THE  ROYAL  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE  INTO  THE 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  ARMY. 


APPENDIX  LXXIX. 


COPIES 

OF 

Letters  written  and  received  by  the  Director  General  of  the  Army  Medical 
Department,  by  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the  Army,  and  by  the 
Principal  Medical  Officers  of  Divisions  and  Hospitals,  relating  to  the  Health 
of  the  Troops,  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  Hospitals  in  Bulgaria,  the 
Crimea,  and  Scutari,  during  the  War  in  the  East,  1854  to  1856. 

(^Laid  hefore_  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Sanitary  State  of  the  Army  by  order  of  the  Minister  for  War?) 
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SUBJECTS: 

I.  Dirkctok-General's  Preliahnaky  Sanitary  Inquiries  and  Measures  in  Bulgaria  and  Turkey. 

II. — Correspondence   of  Medical   Officers  respecting  the  State  of  Troops  and  Hospitals  in 
Bulgaria,  &c. 

III. — Sanitary  Correspondence  relating  to  the  Hospitals  on  the  Bosphorus. 
IV  Sanitary-  Correspondence  regarding  Balaklava. 

V. — Correspondence  with  regard  to  the  Sanitary  State  of  the  Camp  before  Sevastopol. 
VI. — Correspondence  regarding  Hospitals  and  Transports  in  the  Crimea  during  the  Winter  1854-55. 
VII. — Letters  written  and  received  by  the  Director-General,  the  Principal  Medical  Officers,  and  Medical 
Officers  of  Divisions,  i-elating  to  the  State  of  the  Hospitals  in  the  Crimea  from  March  1,  1855, 
to  June  1856. 


I. — Director-General's  Preliminary  Sanitary  Inquiries  and  Measures  in  Bulgaria  and  Turkey. 


No.  Page 

1.  Dr.  Andrew  Smith  proposes  to  IVIilitary  Secretary 

that  three  medical  officers  should  proceed  to  Bui- 
garia  to  inquire  as  to  prevalent  diseases. — 21st 
I'ebruary  1854       -  -  -  -  -  1 

2.  Sir  Richard  Airey,  by  direction  of  Lord  Hardinge, 

approves  of  Dr.  Smith's  proposition.— 2 1  st  February 
1854  ------  1 

3.  4,  5.  Dr.  Smith  sends  instructions  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  and 

Drs.  Dumbreck  and  Linton,  proceeding  on  the  mis- 
sion.—27th  February  1854  -  -  -  1,2 

C.  Dr.  Smith  to  Deputy  Secretary-at-War.  Sends  requi- 
sition for  40,000  cholera  belts  for  troops. — 7th  March 
1854       -  .  .  -  -  .  0 

7.  Dr.  Smith  recommends  to  Military  Secretary  ventila- 

tion of  tents  and  of  hospital  marquees. — 23d  March 
1854         -  -  -  ...  2 

8.  Dr.  Dumbreck  reports  to  Dr.  Smith  his  arrival  at 

Widdin,and  sends  particulars  of  journey. — 23d  March 
1854  -  -  .  -       -  -  2 

9.  Dr.  Smith  to  Military  Secretary.    Recommends  peat 

charcoal  for  disinfecting.— 13th  April  1854    -       -  3 

10.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary,  advises  respecting 
suitable  dress  for  soldiers  in  Bulgaria. —  13th  April 
1854  - 


No.  Page 

11.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Forrest.    Directs  him  to  inspect  and 

report  on  the  ftatn  of  Gallipoli.- 13th  April  1854  -  4 

12.  Dr.  Duml)r'3ck  writes  U<  Dr.  Smith  about  diseases  in 

the  Danubian  Province'!'.,  enclosing  the  route  from 
Belgrade  to  Constantinople. — 1 7th  April  1854        -  4 

13.  Dr  Smith  to  Military  Secretary  about  water  for  the 

troops.— 21st  Aprir]854        -  -  -       -  5 

14.  Dr.  Smith  to  Military  Secretar}'.    Urging  provision  of 

clothing  adapted  to  Turkish  winters. — 28th  April 
1854        -  -  -  ...  5 

10.  Sir  C.  Yorke  replies  to  Dr.  Smith's  letters  of  the  13th 
and  28th  ult.  about  clothing,  that  it  is  impracticable 
to  make  any  general  changes;  that  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces  will  give  such  orders  about  it  as  he  may 
deem  expedient. — 2d  May  1854        -  -        .  6 

20.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Dumbreck,  directing  him  to  lay  his 
suggestions  (Letter,  No.  8,  supra)  before  Lord 
Raglan.— 13th  May  1854  -  -  -  7 

25.  Dr.  Smith  transmits  to  Jlilitary  Secretary  copy  of 
report  by  Dr.  Dumbreck  on  medical  topography 
and  diseases  of  Bulgaria  and  Servia. — 13th  June 
1854  8 

28.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Varna,  approv- 
ing of  sanitary  recommendations  for  the  hospital 
there.— 3d  July  1854        -  -  -  -  12 
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COMMISSION  ON  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  ARMY,  &c. 


II.  —  Correspondence  of  Medical  Officers  respecting  the  State  of  Troops  and  Hospitals  in 

Bulgaria,  &c. 


No.  Page 
581.  Memorandum   of  Dr.  Alexander   having  written 
to  Dr.  Burrell,  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Malta, 
that  the  troops  had  arrived  at  Gallipoli  without  any 
hospital  supplies       -  -  -    *         -  133 

Reply  from  Dr.  Burrell,  his  surprise  that  none  of  the 
supplies  should  have  arrived. — 15th  April  1854. 

Dr.  Alexander  to  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Galli- 
poli, states  the  want  of  medical  comforts  and  of  field 
equipments,  and  suggests  application  to  Malta. — 
15th  April  1854         -  -  -  -  134 

Dr.  Alexander  to  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Malta,  re- 
questing hospital  supplies  to  be  forwarded  from 
Malta,  states  "  no  army  ever  took  the  field  worse 
provided."  Dr.  Burrell  replies,  on  the  17th  and 
18th,  that  he  had  "strongly  urged"  supplies  being 
granted,  and  that  bedding  and  hospital  tents  had  been 
sent— 15th  April  1854.       -  -  -  -  134 

584.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Andrew  Smith  about  want  of 

field  equipments.— 15th  April  1854       -  -      -  134 

585.  Dr.    Alexander    to  Assistant  Commissary-General 

about  hospital  diets.— 13th  April  1854         -  -  135 

586.  Dr.  Alexander  at  Gallipoli  makes  requisition  for  mats 

for  hospital.  — 1.3th  April  1854        -  -  -  135 

(Not  obtained  ) 

587.  Dr.    Alexander  at  Gallipoli  makes  requisition  for 

fatigue  party  to  clean  hospital. — 14th  April  1854     -  135 

88.  Dr.  Alexander  at  Gallipoli  acknowledes  obtaining 
400  blankets  for  hospital  on  his  own  responsibility. — 
16th  April  1854       -  -  -  -         -  135 

589.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Assistant  Surgeon  Smith  respecting 

the  hospital  stores,  &c  28th  April  1854       -        -  135 

590.  Dr.  Alexander.  Memorandum  to  medical  officers  to  for- 

ward weekly  states. — 29th  April  1854     -  -  135 

1 7.  Dr.  Smith  advises  Military  Secretary  to  provide  tar- 
paulins for  hospital  marquees. — 9th  March  1854      -  7 

18  Dr.  Smith  to  Military  Secretary  about  sick  transports 
and  hospital  accommodation  on  an  island. — 11th  May 
1854    -  -  -  -  -  .      -  7 

Dr.  Smith  complains  to  Principal  Medical  Officer  of 
not  having  received  information  regarding  the  sani- 
tary state  of  troops.— 13th  May  1854  -         -  7 

Dr.  Alexander  to  Sir  George  Brown  about  hospital 
stores,  &c.— Scutari,  13th  May  1854    -  -       -  135 

2.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Burrell,  Principal  Medical  Offi- 
cer, about  reporting  his  arrival  to  the  Director  Ge- 
neral.—Scutari,  15th  May  1854      -  -  -  135 

Dr.  Forrest  to  Assistant  Quartermaster-General  re- 
specting hospital  accommodation. —  19th  May  1854  -  198 

21.  Dr.  Smith   sends  to  Principal  Medical  Officer  100 

2-quart  waterproof  bags  for  the  wounded. — 31st  May 
1854  -  -  .  ...  8 

900.  Dr.  Porrest  to  Assistant  Adjutant- General  respecting 

alteration  of  working  hours. — 2d  .Tune  1854    -       -  198 

901.  Dr.  Forrest  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  advising 

suppression  of  drinking  booths. — 2d  June  1854       -  199 

22.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commissary-General  Filder 

to  Sir  C.  Trevelyan  respecting  Commissariat  trans- 
port.—4th  June  1854     -       -  -  .       .  8 

593.  Dr.  Alexander.  Memorandum  to  medical  officers  about 

requisition  for  transport. — Varna,  4th  .June  1854     -  136 

594.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck  about  want  of  hos- 

pital stores,  medical  attendance,  and  transport. — Ala- 
dyn,  6th  June  1854         -  -  -  -  136 

717.  Dr.  Dumbreck  to  Sir  George  Brown  respecting  sani- 
tary condition  of  hospital  building  at  Varna. — 6th 
June  1854       -  -  -  -       -  160 

595.  Dr.  Alexander.  Memorandum  respecting  daily  medical 

states. — Aladyn,  7th  June  1854      -  -  -  136 

596.  Dr.  Alexander.    Memorandum  respecting  post  mortem 

examinations. — Aladyn,  7th  June  1854       -  -  136 

23.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer  about  preserved 

potatoes  and  malt  liquor  sent  to  the  East. — 8th  .June 
1854  ......  8 

597.  Dr.  Alexander  to  General  Airey  respecting  deficiency 

of  hospital  equipments  and  medicine  in  the  camp. 
.  On  the  11th  Dr.  Dumbreck  writes  to  Dr.  Alexander 
on  the  subject. — Aladyn,  10th  June  1854       -       -  136 

598.  Dr.  Alexander.  Memorandum  respecting  medicines. — 

10th  June  1854  -       -  -  -  -  136 


JNo.  Page 

599.  Dr.  Alexander's  requisition  for  medicine  chest  for 

staff,  &c.,  granted  by  Dr.  Dumbreck  on  the  13th 
June. —  11th  June  1854  -  -  -       -  136 

600.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck  respecting  medicines 

and  medical  comforts,  and  transports  for  t1ie  division. 
On  the  13th  reply  from  Dr.  Dumbreck,  who  writes 
again  on  the  18th  respecting  the  same  -1 1th  June  1854  136 
716.  Dr.  Dumbreck  to  Colonel  Sullivan  respecting  Dr.  Alex- 
ander's letter  about  medical  supplies,  with  enclo- 
sure.—  11th  June  1854       -  -  ..  .  160 

24.  Dr.  Smith  to  Military  Secretary  about  filtering  ma- 
chines.—12th  June  1854     -  .  -  -  8 

601.  Dr.  Alexander.   Memorandum  respecting  sending  sick 

to  Varna.— 12th  June  1854  ...  137 

26.  Dr.  DumorecK  to  Brigadier-General  Tylden,  suggesting 

sanitary  measures  for  hospital  at  Varna.— 16th  June 
1854  -  -  -  .  .  11 

602.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Major  Mac'senzie,  reporting  a  death 

from  cholera. — 17th  June  1854  .  .       -  137 

603.  Dr  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck,  reporting  the  same 

case,  and  enclosing  copy  of  letter  about  men  having 
no  breakfast.— 17th  June  1854         ...  137 

604.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Di-.  Dumbreck  respecting  the  same 

case — 19th  June  1854       ....  138 

870.  Dr.  Matthews  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Varna  on  want  of  orderlies  and  defects  in  hospital.- — 
Varna,  19th  June  1854       ....  190 

27.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer  about  mats  for 

troops.— 20th  June  1854       .....  n 

410.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Alexander  respecting  drills  in  the  heat 

of  the  day. — 21st  June  1854  -  .  .  98 

605.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck,  about  lights  for 

hospital  marquees. — 23d  June  1854  -  .  138 

606.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck  about  drills.   On  the 

27th   Dr.   Dumbreck  replies  to  the  above. — 24th 
June  1854     .  -  -  -        -  138 

607.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck,  enclosing  letter  about 

lights  for  hospital  marquees. — 25th  June  1854         -  138 

608.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  about  drills.    On  July  1st 

Dr.  Hall  replies  to  the  same. — 29th  June  1854       -  138 

609.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr  Hall.    Same  subject. — 3d  July 

1854  -  -  -  -  -  -  138 

28.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer.  Approves 

of  suggestions  about  the  hospital  at  Varna. — 3d  July 
1854  .  -  .  -  ..  .  12 

411.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lord  De  Ros  regarding  the  conveyance 

of  surgeons'  panniers  by  one  biit  mule.  — Varna, 
4th  July  1854        -  -  -  -  -  99 

688.  Dr.  Linton.  Memorandum  appointing  Staff  Surgeon 

Cooper    to  superintend  sanitary  state  of  camp  of 
1st  Division. — 7th  July  1854  -  -  -  153 

902.  Dr.  Scott  to  Dr.  Linton.    Small-pox  in  a  village. 

—8th  July  1854     -  -  -  -  -  199 

689.  Dr.  Linton.    Memorandum  on  early  treatment  of 

diarrhoea.  — 8th  July  1854  -  -  -  -  153 

690.  Dr.  Linton.   Memorandum  on  suiall-pox. — 9th  July 

1854  -  -  -  -  -  .153 

610.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General  about 

cholera  cases. — 9th  July  1854         ...  133 

611.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    Same  subject. — 9th  July 

1854  -  -  -  -  -  -  139 

612.  Dr.  Alexander.  Requisition  for  reserve  medicine  chest. 

—  14th  July  1854   -  -  .  -  -  139 

413.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieut.-Col.  Steele.    Reporting  result  of 

inspection  of  camps  near  Varna.— 15th  July  1854   -  99 

691.  Dr.  Linton.    Memorandum  on  sale  of  bad  wine. — 18th 

July  1854  -  -  -  -  -  -  153 

903.  Dr.  Linton  to  Col.  Cunningham.    Sale  of  bad  wine. 

—  18th  July  1854  -  .  -  -  -  199 
31.  Extract  of  letter  from  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith,  enclosing 

letter  from  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieut.-Col.  Steele,  respecting 
the  camp  and  supplies  at  Devna. — 19th  July  1854  -  13 

904.  Dr.  Forrest  to  Major  Colborne.    Advises  fresh  mats 

for  guard  tents.— 21st  July  1854     -  -  -  199 

414.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lord  De  Ros.    Recommends  sick  to  he 

put  on  board  transport  or  sent  to  Scutari. — 22d  July 
1854  -  -  -  .  -  -  100 
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No.  Page 

415.  Dr,  Hall.  Medical  Department  order  respecting  cholera 

belts,  and  inquiry  after  the  health  of  the  men.  — 
22d  July  1854        -  -  -  -  -  100 

613.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  report- 

ing cases  of  cholera,  and  advising  discontinuance  of 
sale  of  country -wine.— 23d  July  1854        -  -  139 

614.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall,  announcing  cholera  cases. 

—23d  July  1854     -  -  -  -  -  139 

615.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    Same  subject— 23rd  July 

1854  •  -  -  -  -  -  139 

616.  Dr.  Alexander  to  General  Airey  about  cholera,  and 

advising  removal  of  camp  — 23d  July  1844  -  139 

617.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  about  cholera. — 24th  July 

1854         -  -  -  -  -  -  139 

692,  906.  Dr.  Linton.    Memorandum  respecting  bathing, 

&c.— 24th  .July  1854  •  -  -  -  153 

618.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  about  cholera. --24th  .July 

1854  -  -  -  -  -  -  139 

619.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.   Same  subject. — 25th  July 

1854  -  -  -  -  -  -  139 

620.  Dr.  Alexander.    Memorandum  about  cholera  reports 

twice  a  day.— 25th  July  1854        -  -  -  140 

33.  Dr.  Smith  to    Secretary  of   Board   of  Ordnance 

about  -waterproof  covers  for  tent  floors.— 27th  July 
1854        -  -  -  -  -  -14 

416.  Minutes  of  Medical  Committee  about  spirit  ration,  &c. 

—27th  July  1854  -  -  -  -    -  100 

417.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Menzies.  States  Lord  Kaglan's  surprise 

at  salt  meat  being  recommended  for  the  troops. 
Asks  if  he  has  any  reason  to  regret  the  issue  of  salt 
provisions  to  n)en  predisposed  to  diarrhoea. — 27th 
July  1854  -  -  -  -  -  101 

621.  Dr.  Alexander  to  General  Airey  about  cholera  in  camp, 

and  recommending  spreading  the  tents. — 27th  July 
1854  -  -  -  -  -  -  140 

622.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  about  cholera  and  medi- 

cines and  niedical  comforts. — 27th  July  1854         -  140 

623.  Dr.  Alexander  to   General  Airey  about  increased 

ration  for  troops,  &c. — 27th  July  1854  -       -  140 

624.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  about  want  of  medicines 

and  medical  comforts  for  cholera  cases. — 29th  July 
1854       -  ..  ...  142 

418.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lord  Raglan  about  cholera  among  the 

troops.— 29th  July  1854         -  -  -  101 

34.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  Turkey, 

inquiring  as  to  means  of  covering  floor  of  tents. — 
29th  July  1854  -  -  -        -        -  14 

35.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith,  encloses  copy  of  report  on  the 

health  of  the  troops,  made  by  him  to  Lord  Baglan. — • 
29th  July  1854       -  -  -  -  -  15 

625.  Dr.  Alexander  to    General  Airey,  recommending 

cholera  belts  for  men  30th  July  1854  -       -  140 

626.  Dr.  Alexander    to  General  Airey,  forwarding  two 

letters  about  cholera.— 30th  July  1854       -  -  140 

627.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    Informs  him  that  medical 

stores  and  medicines  applied  for  on  26th  have  not 
arrived.— 30th  July  1854  -  -  -  140 

419.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Alexander  sending  5,000  cholera  belts 

for  the  Light  Division. — 30th  July  1854     -  -  102 

628.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    States  urgent  want  of 

medicines  and  comforts. — 31st  July  1854       -       -  141 

629.  Dr., 'Alexander  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Recom- 

mends removal  and  spreading  of  camps. — 31st  July 
1854       -  ...  -  -  141 

693.  Dr.  Linton  to  Dr.  Hall  respecting  post  mortem  ex- 

aminations, &c  31st  July  1854        -  -       -  153 

420.  A  similar  ^communication  to  Dr.  Cruikshank.  Also 

a  similar  letter  to  Dr.  Linton, — 31st  July  1854      -  102 

421.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Linton  about  precautions  after  death 

in  cases  of  cholera. — 1st  August  1854        -  -  102 

630.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    Repeats  his  representa- 

tion as  to  want  of  medicines  and  medical  comforts. 

— 1  St  August  1 854  -  -  -  -  141 

631.  Dr.  Alexander.    Memorandum  as  to  requisitions  for 

cholera  belts,  which  had  been  forwarded  with  a  letter 
dated  July  30,  by  Dr.  Hall  1st  August  1854        -  141 

632.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall,  enclosing  letters  of  1st 

Class  Staff  Surgeon  Tice  and  Surgeon  Longmore.  

1st  August  1854  -  -  -  .      -  141 

633.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  respecting  cholera  belts, 

the  non-arrival  of  letters  addressed  to  Dr.  Hall,  and 
the  progress  of  cholera.  Dr.  Hall  acknowledges 
Dr.  Alexander's  requisition,  and  intimates  forward- 
ing of  stores.— 2d  August  1854  -  -       -  141 
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No.  Page 

36.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer,  requesting 

information   as   to  dress  of  Russian  soldiers.  — 

3d  August  1854       -  -  -  -  16 

37.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith,  enclosing  copy  of  Minute  of 

Medical  Committee  about  .spirit   ration,  &c.  —  3d 
August  1854  -  -  -  -  -  16 

634.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.     Appearance  of  cholera 

amon^  the  Artillery. — 3d  August  1854  -       -       -  142 

635.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  respecting  cholera.  Same 

date.  Dr.  Hall  replies  to  Dr.  Alexander  on  his  requi- 
quisitions  of  the  28th  ultimo. — 4th  August  1854      -  142 

636.  Dr.  Alexander  to  General  Airey.    Recommends  re- 

moval of  camp  of  33d  Regiment.  —  4th  August 
1854       -  -  -  -  -       -  142 

637.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr,  Hall  respecting  cholera, — .5th 

August  1854         -  -  -  -  -  143 

638.  Dr,  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    Requests  his  requisitions 

for  medicines  and  medical  comforts  of  the  28th  and 
31st  of  July  and  the  1st  and  2d  of  August  may  be 
immediately  complied  with. — 5th  August  1854       -  143 

639.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Com- 

plains of  badly  baked  bread  issued  by  Commissariat. 
—6th  August  1854        -  -  -  -  143 

640.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Asistant  Adjutant-General.  Reports 

cholera  in  the  Sappers  and  Miners, — 6th  August 
1854       -----  -143 

641.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  respecting  his  requisitions. 

— 7th  August  1854,  with  answers  from  Dr.  Hall, 
dated  7th  and  8th  August    -  -  -  -  143 

711-716.  Mr.  Cooper  to  Dr.  Linton  respecting  sanitary 
precautions. —  1st  August  1854  to  7th  August 
1854  -        -  -  -  -  -  157 

694.  Dr.  Linton.  Memorandum  about  discharging  conva- 
lescents from  hospital. — 7th  August  1854    -  -  154 

642.  Dr,  Alexander    to    Dr.  Hall   respecting  cholera — 

9th  August  1854       -  -  -  -        -  144 

643.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Mr.  Harrington.    Requests  dupli- 

cates of  his  requisitions.  —  10th  August  1S54  -        -  144 

644.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    Cholera  reports  10th 

August  1854  -  -  -  -  144 

645.  Dr.  Alexander  to  General  Airey   respecting  state- 

ment by  Dr.  Hall  of  his  having  sen  complaints 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief. —  llth  A.igust  1854. 
General  Airey  replies  to  Dr.  Alexander  on  the  14th 
August       •  -  -  -  -  -  144 

646.  Dr.  Alexander  forwards  to  Dr.  Hall  duplicates  of  the 

requisitions.  —  1 1th  August  1854      .,  -  .  144 

422.  Dr.  Hall  to  the  Quartermaster-General  at  Varna  as  to 
danger  to  health  from  the  French  cemetery  there. — 
13th  August  1854  102 

647.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    Cholera. — 13th  August 

1854  -  -  -  -  -  -  144 

648.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall,  requesting  medicines  ap- 

plied for  on  the  5th. —  13th  August  1854.  Same 
date  Dr.  Hall  writes  to  Dr.  Alexander  concerning 
medicines,  and  again  on  the  14th       -         -        -  144 

424.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieut.-Col.  Steele  about  a  nuisance  on 

board  the  "Star  of  the  South." — 15th  August  1854  103 

649.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    Acknowledges  letters. 

—  16th  August  1854        -         -         -         -       -  145 

650.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.     Sending  pack-horse 

for  medicines. —  17th  August  1854.  On  the  18th 
Dr.  Hall  10  Dr.  Alexander  respecting  medi- 
cines .        -  -  -  -  -  -  145 

38.  List  of  additional  articles  of  bedding  given  by  Dr. 

Smith  to  Duke  of  Newcastle.— 18th  August  1854    -  16 

811.  Dr,  Alexander  to  Dr.  Tice  respecting  want  of  com- 

forts for  sick. — 19th  August  1854       .        -        .  178 

812.  Dr.  Tice  to  Mr.  Moore,  transmitting  Dr.  Alexander's 

letter.— 19th  August  1854       -  -         -        -  178 

813.  Mr,  Moore  to  Dr.  Tice  on  the  same  subject. — 19th 

August  1854  -  -  -  -  -  178 

651.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr,  Hall  respecting  requisitions  and 

transport  for  medicines. — 19th  August  1854  -         -  145 

39.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith.    Sends  memorandum  of  winter 

clothing  of  Austrian  and  Russian  soldiers  21st 

August  1854  -  -  -  -  -  17 

652.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hull  respecting  miscan-ied  letters. 

21st  August  1854  -  -  -  -  145 

425.  Dr.  Hall  informs  Staff  Surgeon  Macdonnell  that  cho- 

lera belts  and  quinine  had  been  sent  to  him.  -  103 

653.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr,  Hall  respecting  want  of  port 

wine,  &c.— 22d  August  1854.     To  this  Dr.  Hall 
replies  on  24th       -  -  -  -       ,   -  146 
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COMMISSION  ON  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  ARMY,  &C. 


No.  I'age 
654.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.    Cholera.— 26th  August 

1854  -  -  -  -  -  -  146 

41.  Dr.  Smith  to  Military  Under-Secretary  respecting 

potatoes. — 11th  September  1854  -  -  17 

783.  Dr.  Jameson  to  Dr.  Hall  respecting  the  partial  appro- 
priation of  the  hospital  as  a  barrack.— Varna,  14th 
October  1854  -  -  -  -       -  171 


No.  Page 
784.  Dr.  Jameson  to  the  Commandant  at  Varna  respecting 

the  hospital  drainage.— 19th  October  1854  -  -  171 

814.  Dr.  Tice  to  Dr.  Alexander.    Transmits  Mr.  Moore's 

letter.— 20th  October  1854  -  -  -  179 

896.  Communications  addressed  by  Dr.  Mapleton,  15th  Hus- 
sars, to  Mr.  Peel,  relating  to  the  sanitary  state  of 
the  army  in  Bulgaria. — 5th  Feb.  1855        -  -  196 


III. — Sanitary  Correspondence  relating  to  the  Hospitals  on  tlie  Bosphorus. 


No.  Page 
15.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Dr.  Smith.    Reports  arrival  of  medical 

officers  and  troops. — 29th  April  1854  ...  5 
977.  Dr.  Burrell  to  Dr.  Smith,  Scutari  Barracks.— 8th  May 

1854.    Addendum  -  -  -  -  211 

409.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major  Sillery.    Memorandum  for  orderlies 

and  a  fatigue  party   to  clean  general  hospital. — 

21st  June  1854       -   98 

29.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Dr.  Andrew  Smith  respecting  the 

nature  of  diseases  at  Scutari  and  the  catgut  manufac- 
tory.—4th  July  1854       -       -       -         -  -  12 

412,  Dr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Menzies.  Removal  of  catgut  manu- 
factory and  nuisances. — 6th  July  1854       -  -  99 

30.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Dr.  Smith  respecting  the  sanitary 

state  of  the  troops  at  Scutari  and  sanitary  measures. 
—9th  July  1854       -         -         -       -       -       -  12 

32.  Dr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Menzies.    Inquiries  about  sanitary 
measures. — 22d  July  1854.  -  -  -  -  14 

905.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Major  Sillery.  Recommends  salt  beef 
and  pork  instead  of  mutton  in  consequence  of  dis- 
position to  bowel  complaint. — 23d  July  1854  -       -  199 

907.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Mr.  Menzies.    Danger  to  the  health 

of  the  troops  from  drainage  of  the  barracks,  which 
Mr.  INIenzies  states  was  in  some  measure  remedied. — 
4th  August  1854        ...  ...  199 

908.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Major  Sillery,  recommending  rice  and 

lime  juice  for  troops. — 11th  August  1854       -       -  200 

423.  Dr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Menzies.  Approves  of  his  proceed- 
ings. States  Lord  Raglan  had  urged  the  propriety 
of  washing  and  whitewashing  part  of  the  barrack 
for  a  hospital.— 13th  August  1854        -        -        -  102 

909.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Major  Sillery.    Preparation  of  part 

of  the  barrack  at  Scutari  for  a  hospital. — 21st 
August  1854    200 

40.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Dr.  Smith.  Reports  on  the  sanitary 
measures  for  the  general  hospital. — 24th  August 
1854       -  17 

910.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Lord  Stratford  de  Redcliffe  respecting 

hospital  supplies  and  equipments. — 2Gth  October 

1854  -       ••  -  200 

912.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Rear- Admiral  Boxer.  Requires  steamer 
to  bring  bedding  and  stores  from  Varna. — 5th  No- 
vember 1854    201 

50.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Mr.  Wreford  respecting  defects  in  the 
purveying  department,  and  about  cleansing  the  hos- 
pital privies,  and  subsequent  correspondence  thereon. 
— 17th  November  1854       -        -        -       -       -  19 

58.  Mr.  Menzies  to  Dr.  Andrew  Smith  respecting  hospital 
equipments  and  warming,and  correspondence  thereon. 
— 5th  December  1854    21 

85.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Porrest  respecting  the  sewerage 

and  graveyards  at  Scutari. — 18th  January  1855      -  28 

571,  Dr.   Cumming  to  Lord    W.   Paulett,    urging  the 

removal  of  women  and  children  out  of  the  hospital. 
—6th  February  1855         -  -  -  -  131 

97.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer.    Burial  of 

dead  at  Scutari. — 5th  February  1855         -  -  31 

577,  932.  Dr.  Lawson  to  Dr.  Cumming  respecting  the 
burial  ground  and  sewers  at  Scutari. — 9th  February 

1855  -  ....    132,  204 

572,  938.  Dr.  Cumming  to  Lord  W.  Paulet  respecting  the 

removal  of  depot  from  barrack  hospital.  Represents 
great  danger  from  epidemic  disease,  more  especially 
if  the  women  and  children  are  allowed  to  remain. — 
14th  February  1855  ...    131,  205 

573,  940,  Dr.  Cumming  to  Lord  W.  Paulet  respecting  the 

patients  receiving  pay  in  hospital. —  18th  February 
1855  131,  205 

574,  942.  Dr.  Cumming  to  Lord  W.  Paulet.  Represents 

filthy  state  of  barrack  hospital  yard. — 22d  February 
1855  131,  206 


No. 
115, 

116. 

123. 

124. 

125, 

132. 

133. 

134. 

136. 

143. 

147. 

148. 

149. 
152, 
580. 

575. 

177. 

579. 


Page 

576.  Dr.  Cumming  to  Dr.  Smith  respecting  Scutari 

burial  ground.— 22d  February  1855       -        -  36,132 
Dr.  Cumming  to  Dr.  Smith  respecting  huts  in  barrack 

hospital  square. — 22d  February  1855  -  -  36 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy.    Additional  hospital 

accommodation  at  Scutari. — 1st  March  1855  -  38 

Dr.  Foirest  to  Dr.  Smith  respecting  huts  in  barrack 

hospital  square. — 2d  March  1855      -        -  -  38 

126.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Murid)-.  Requests  removal 

of  buildings  in  barrack  square. — 3rd  March  1855    -  38 
Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy  with  reference  to  issue 

of  pay  to  patients  in  hospital. — 5th  March  1855       -  40 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cumming  respecting  ventilation  of 

hospitals  and  state  of  privies.— 2d  March  1855        -  40 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cumming  about  a  marquee  hospital. 
—9th  March  1855  -  .  -  -  40 

Dr.  Smith  to   Colonel  Mundy  respecting  hospital 

discipline  at  Scutari.— loth  March  1855  -  -  41 
Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy.  Encloses  resolution  of 
Medical  Board  recommending  the  evacuation  of 
hospital  establishments. — 16th  March  1855  -  -  44 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cumming.  Forwards  extract  from 
Medical  Board  proceedings  respecting  interments. — 
23rd  March  1855    -  -  -  -  .45 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cumming.  Transmits  sanitary 
suggestions  of  Medical  Board  with  reference  to 
hospitals.— 23rd  March  1855  -  -  -  45 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cumming  respecting  evacuation  of 

Palace  hospital.— 23rd  March  1855  -  -  45 

578.  Dr.  Cumming  to  Dr.  Smith  respecting  Scutari 

graveyards — 25th  March  1855       -  -       46,  132 

Dr.  Cumming  in  reply  to  Dr.  Smith's  letter  respecting 
the  unhealthiness  of  the  site  of  the  Palace  hospital. — 
7th  April  1855       -  -  -  -  -  133 

Dr.  Cumming  to  Lord  W.  Paulet  against  increasing 
the  number  of  sick  in  hospital,  and  proposing  camp- 
ing out. — 9th  April  1855     ....  131 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy  respecting  the  removal 
of  the  dep6t  from  the  barrack  hosplfcd. — 22d  April 
1855         -  -  -  -  .  .50 

Dr.  Cumming  in  reply  to  Dr.  Smith's  letter  of  23d 
March  respecting  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Scutari 
hospitals  25th  April  1855  -  -  -  133 

180.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Scutari. 
Recommends  extension  of  accommodation. — 27th 
April  1855  -  -  -  ..  -  51 

187.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cumming,  authorizing  the  purchase 

of  medicines  if  necessary  3d  May  1855  -  52 

213.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Scutari.  Re- 

quests information  as  to  disease  in  hospitals. — 24th 
May  1855  -  -  -  -  -  .57 

214.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Scutari,  re- 

specting removal  of  sick  from  hospitals. — 24th  May 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  .57 

222.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Scutari,  about 

reducing  number  of  medical  attendants. — 28th  May 
1855    60 

223.  Dr.  Smith  to  Princijial  Medical  Officer,  Scutari,  re- 

specting shipment  of  preserved  vegetables. — 28th  May 

1855    60 

242.  Dr.  Smith  to  Secretary  of  Ordnance  Office,  for  hos- 
pital stores  for  Scutari. — 14th  June  1855     -  -  64 

246.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy  about  removing  sick 

from  hospitals  at  Scutari. — 16th  .June  1855  -  64 

288.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Scutari,  re- 
questing information  as  to  medical  comforts  in  store. 
—  18th  August  1855.  -       -  .  -  .73 
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IV. — Sanitary  Correspondence  regarding  Balaklava. 


No.  Page 

917.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haines.  Protests 

against  Commissariat  transport  camp  near  general 
hospital.— 29th  December  1854       -  -  -  202 

918.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haines  regarding 

the  filthy  state  of  part  of  the  town  occupied  by  the 
Turkish  troops,  and  the  foetid  mud  at  the  sick  wharf. 
—.30th  December  1854  -  -  -  202 

923.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall.  Sanitary  defects  in  the 
part  of  the  town  occupied  by  Turks. — 15th  January 
1855  -  .  -  •  -  -  203 

926.  Dr.Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harding.  Sentry  to 

prevent  nuisances  near  hospital. — 24th  January  1855  203 

931.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall.    Small-pox  on  board  the 

"Adelaide."— 28th  January  1855    -  -  -  204 

939.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harding  Twenty 
dead  bullocks  floating  in  harbour. — 16th  February 
1855    205 

943,946.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harding. 
Crowded  state  of  the  "  Zimandra  "  transport — 23d 
February  1855       -  -  -  -  -  206 


No.  Page 
949.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Captain  Christie.  Small-pox  on  board 

the  "Severn." — 11th  March  1855    -       -  -  207 

951.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harding.  Filthy 

state  of  beach  near  cattle.wharf. — 13th  March  1855  -  207 

953.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harding,  request- 
ing removal  of  dead  horse  from  his  door. — 28th 
March  1855  -  -  -  .  .  207 

956.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Filthy  state  of  Land  Trans- 
port camp,  &c. — 30th  April  1855.  -  -  207 

962.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harding.  Filthy 
state  of  Commissariat  drivers'  hut  behind  the  general 
hospital. — 18th  May  1855   -  -  -  -  208 

966.  Dr.  Hadley  to  Dr.  Hall.    Represents  filthy  state  of 

land  transport  hospital  and  its  vicinity  11th  June 

1855  209 

968.  Dr.  Hadley  to  Dr.  Sutherland.  Complains  of  nui- 
sance near  Commissary-  G  eneral's  house  1 9th  August 

1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  209 

809,  Dr.  Beatson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harding  respecting 
nuisance  near  Balaklava  general  hospital. — 27th 
January  1856         -  -  -  -  -  178 


v.— Correspondence  with  reganl  to  the  Sanitary  State  of  the  Camp  before  Sevastopol. 


No.  _  Fage 

914.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Major  Wood.  Sickness  in  9th 
Kegiment  due  to  exposure  and  damp. — ■7  th  De- 
cember 1854  -  -  -  -  201 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  requesting  him  to  make  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  health  of  troops  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief.— 12th  January  1854  -  -  -  27 
Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Oflicer.  Burial  of 
dead. — 18th  January  1855      -          -          -       -  28 

Dr.  Hvime  to  Dr.  Hall,  representing  nuisance  near  his 
hospital  huts  and  marquees. — 23d  January  1855      -  203 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Estcourt.  Transmits  Dr. 
Hume's  letter,  and  proposes  sanitary  measures  for 
the  camp. — 24th  January  1855  -  -       -  113 

Dr.  Linton  to  Assistant  Quartermaster-General.  Un- 
buried  animals,  &c.— 27th  January  1855       -       -  154 

Dr.  Hall,  in  reply  to  Major-General  Airey,  about 
burying  dead  animals,  latrines,  &c. — 28th  January 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  114 

Colonel  Cunningham  to  Dr.  Linton.  Keply  to  the 
above.- — 30th  January  1855  -  -  -  154 

Dr.  Linton  to  Assistant  Quartermaster-General.  Dead 
horses  lying  about  1st  February  1855  -       -  155 

Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officer.  Burial  of  the 
dead.— 5th  February  1855       -  -  -      -  31 

Dr.  Hume  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colborne.  Camp 
police.— 24th  February  1855  ....  206 

Dr.  Mouat  to  IMajor-General  of  Brigade,  Cavalry 
Division.    Same  subject. — 25th  February  1855       -  170 

Dr.  Alexander  to  General  Airey.  Burial  of  dead 
animals. — 28th  February  1855        ...  150 

Mr.  Roberts  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  4th  Di- 
vision. Camp  sanitary  measures. — 3d  February 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  179 
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86. 
925. 
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698. 
481. 
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700. 
97. 
944. 
780. 
671. 
818. 

819. 
820. 
821. 
822. 
829. 
830. 
831. 
832. 
833. 
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Assistant  Adjutant-General's  reply  to  the  above. — 
3d  February  1855     -       .  -  -  -  180 

Mr.  Roberts  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  4th  Di- 
vision.   Covering  of  graves. — 17th  February  1855  -  180 

Mr.  Roberts  to  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  4th  Di- 
vision.   Defective  drainage. — 24th  March  1855       -  180 

Mr.  Roberts  to  Assistant  Adjutant- General.  Venti- 
lation of  tents. — 7th  March  1855     ...  I80 

Mr.  Roberts  to  Assistant  Adjutant  General.  Water 
supply. — 6th  March  1855    -  -  -  .  182 

Mr.  Roberts.    Weekly  sanitary  report.     Same  sub- 
ject.— 17th  March  1855    182 

Mr.  Roberts  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  4  th  Di- 
vision.   Same  subject — 22d  April  1855         -       -  182 

Mr.  Roberts.    Weekly  sanitary  report.     Same  sub- 
ject.—24th  Jlarch  1855       -  -  .  .  182 

Mr.  Roberts.    Weekly  sanitary  report.    Same  sub- 
ject, and  cleanliness  of  the  men.— 31st  March  1855  183 

Mr.  Roberts.     Quarterly  report    State  of  men  for 
preceding  quarter.— 31st  March  1855  -  -       -  183 
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825. 
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704. 
500. 

506. 
508. 

511. 

513. 
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Mr.  Roberts  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  4th  Di- 
vision. Quicklime  for  graves  ;  ventilation  of  tents. 
— 28th  March  1855.  Assistant  Adjutant-General's 
reply  to  the  same        -  -  -  -       -  1 80 

Mr.  Roberts  to  Dr.  Hall.  Same  subject. — 29th  March 
1855  -  -  -  -  -        -  181 


Dr.  Hall  to  Brigadier- General  Airej-. 
—27th  March  1855 


Same  subject. 


181 


Same 


181 


181 


-  182 


156 


Sir  .J.  Campbell  to  Major-General  Estcourt. 
subject. — 1st  April  1855  -  -  - 

Mr.  Roberts  to  Dr.  Hall.  Same  subject. — 3d  April 
1855  -  -  .  - 

Mr.  Roberts.  Weekly  report.  Same  subject.  — 
7th  April  1855  .... 

Dr.  Linton.  Memorandum  respecting  camp  nuisances. 
—8th  March  1855  .  -  .  -  - 

Dr.  Hall  to  Lord  Raglan,  for  assembling  Board  of 
Health  on  sanitar}^  condition  of  army. — 8th  March 
1855         -  -  -  -  -  117 

Dr.  Hall  to  Lord  Raglan,  transmitting  Report  of 
Sanitary  Board.— 25th  March  1855  -  -  118 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey.  Transmits  repre- 
sentation from  Staff  Surgeon  Roberts  as  to  ventilation 
of  tents  and  cleanliness. — 27th  March  1855  -         -  120 

Dr  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey.  Encloses  communi- 
cation from  Dr.  Macdonell  about  nuisance  in  Cavalry 
Division. — 5th  April  1855  ...  121 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  about  unhealthy 
site  of  camp  of  79th  Highlanders. — 16th  April 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  121 


Camp  of  79th  Regiment. 
Urging  removal  to  ahealthier  situation. — April  1 855  155 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey.     Cholera  from 


701.  Surgeon  Scott  to 
519. 
521. 


522. 

526. 
529. 
532. 
533. 
534. 

535. 


nuisance  in  trenches. — 30th  April  1855       -  -  122 

Dr.  Hall  to  Adjutant-General. '  Transmits  letter  of  Dr. 
Anderson  as  to  filthy  condition  of  Croat  hospitals. 
— lstMayl855       -  .  -  -         -  122 

Dr.  Hall  to  Quartermaster-General.  Transmits  com- 
munication from  Dr.  Wood  about  covering  roofs  of 
tents  with  white  calico. — -Ist  May  1855       -  -  122 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  respecting  imper- 
fectly-buried animals. —  12th  May  1855      -  -  123 

Dr.  Hall  to  Commander-in-Chief.  Cholera  and  pre- 
cautionary measures. — 12th  May  1855       -  -  123 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  about  ventilating 
huts.— 27th  May  1855       -  -  -        -  124 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey.  Precautions  against 
cholera.— 27th  May  1855        ....  124 

Dr.  Hall  to  Staff  Surgeon  Moore.  Sanitary 'condition 
of  the  trenches  and  of  the  Land  Transport  camp. — 
2d  June  1855  -  -  -  -  124 

Dr.  Hall  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  the  subject  of 
Stafif-Surgeon  Moore's  letters  above  alluded  to. — 4th 
.June  1855  -  -  -  -  124 
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Dr.  Anderson  to  Captain  Christie.    Store  for  the 
"Medway"  transport.— 5th  January  1855  -  202 

Dr.  Pine  to  Lieutenant- General  England.    "Want  of 

transport. — 5th  January  1855  -  -  -  202 

Dr.  Pine  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colborne.  Defi- 
ciencies of  provisions.— 10th  January  1855  -  202 
Dr.  Wood  to  Dr.  Linton.  Ambulances. — 10th  Janu- 
ary 1855  -  -  -  _ 
Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haines.  Over- 
crowding on  board  the  "  Golden  Fleece."— 1 2th  Ja- 
nuary 1855 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harding.  Want 

of  accommodation  for  sick.— 23d  January  1855 
Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall.    Sick  arrive  frost-bitten 

for  want  of  shoes  and  stockings.— 24th  January  1855  203 
Dr.  Hall  to  Adjutant-General.    Death  of  three  men, 

one  from  over  fatigue.— 30th  December  1854 
Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey.    Hospital  accom- 
modation.— 1st  January  1855 
Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey.    Repairs  of  Bala- 
klava  general  hospital  huts  for  the  sick.— 4th  Ja- 
nuary 1855  -  -  "  " 
Dr.  Hall  to  Quartermaster- General.    Repairs  of  Bala- 

klava  general  hospital.— Gth  January  1855 
Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey,  enclosing  letter  of 
Staff  Surgeon  Marshall,  urging  better  shelter  for  the 
men. — 5th  January  1855 
Dr.  Hall  to  Surgeon  Lockwood,  to  make  a  demand 

for  wooden  huts.— 6th  January  1855 
Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Brown.    Wooden  huts,  blankets,  and 

warm  clothing  for  the  men.— Gth  January  1855 
Dr.  Hall  to  Iilaj  or- General  Estcourt.  Interference 
with  the  sick  on  board  ship  by  a  military  officer 
Gth  January  1855  -  -  - 

Dr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Marshall,  to  make  'demands  for  blan- 
kets for  sick. — 7th  January  1855 
Dr.  Hall  to  Surgeon  Blake,  to  make  demands  for 

hospital  equipments  7th  January  1855 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey.  Disembarkation 

of  troops. — 8th  January  1855 
Dr.  Hall  to  Quartermaster-General  respecting  troops 

on  board  the  "  Golden  Fleece."— 13th  January  1855  112 
■7G.  Hospital  Commissioner  to  Dr.  Humfrey,  respecting 
hospital  equipments  and  supplies,  with  Dr.  Hura- 
frey's  reply.— 9th  January  1855  to  1 1th  January  1855  1G9 
Dr.  Hall.    Memorandum  about  hospital  bedsteads. — 
23d  January  1855  .  -  -  - 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey.    Medical  memorandum. 

Hospital  equipments. — Gtti  January  1855 
Adjutant- General    Estcourt.     Memorandum.  Sick 
transport. — 2d  January  1855 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey.    Medical  attendance  on  63d 
Regiment. — 2d  January;1855        •-  -  - 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall.  Same  subject. — 2d  Janu- 
ary 1855 

Dr.  Hall.    Memorandum.  Weekly  returns  of  sick. — 
7th  January  1855 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey.    Medical  comforts  for  sick 
officers. — 8th  January  1855  -  -  - 

Surgeon  Howard  to  Colonel  Horn.     Sick   huts. — 
loth  January  1855  -  .  -  - 

Colonel  Horn  to  Surgeon  Howard.    Reply  to  the 

above. — lUh  January  1855  -  - 

Dr.  Smith  to  Military  Secretary.    State  of  transport 
"Libertas." — Gth  January  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Oflncer. 
served  vegetables. — Gth  January  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Manifold.    State  of 
transport. — 8th  January  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy.  Fitting 
ships. — 10th  January  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  Deputy  Secretary-at-War, 
ing. — 11th  January  1855         .  -  - 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith.    Health  of  troops,  &c.— 12th 
January  1855 

Hospital 
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26 


26 
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Dr.  Smith  to  Deputy  Secrelary-at-War, 
huts. — 13th  January  1855      -  -  -  '    -  27 

Dr.  Smith  to  H.  Roberts,  Esq.    Lemon  juice. — 16th 
January  1855        -  -  -  -  -  28 

Dr.  Hale  to  Dr.  Smith.    Dried  meat. — 20th  January 
1855       -  -  -  -  -  -  28 

Dr.  Smith.  Memorandum.  Invalids  of  the  "Cambria." 
'iOih  January  1855  -  -  -  -  29 


No.  Page 

89.  Adjutant-General  Wetherall  to  Director-General.  Use 

of  flannek—22d  January  1855  -  -         -  29 

90.  Dr.  Smith  to  Adjutant-General.  Shirts. — 23d  January 

1855  -  -  -  -  -  -        -  30 

91.  Dr.  Smith  to  Deputy  Secretary-at-War.  Unground 

coffee. — 24th  January  1855  -  -  -  30 

476.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Linton  about  huts  for  sick. — 15th 

January  1855        -         -  -  -  -  113 

477.  Dr.  Hall  to  Quartennaster  General.    Fitting  up  of 

sick  ships. — 18th  January  1855  -  -  -  113 

478.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey.    Shelters  for  sick. 

—  19th  January  1855       -  -  -  -  113 

479.  Dr.  Hall  to  Quartermaster-General.    Hospital  huts 

and  latrines  at  Balaklava  19th  January  1855       -  113 

480.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Estcourt,  enclosing  letter 

from  Dr.   Hume.    Hospital  improvements. — 24th 
January  1855       -  -  -  -  -  113 

482.  Dr.  Hall  to  Quartermaster- General.  Repairs  at  Bala- 
klava general  hospital.— 6th  February  1855   -       -  114 

928  Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haynes.  Over- 
crowding of  medical  officdr's  quarters.— 25th  January 
1855       -  -----  203 

929.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall.  Sick  sent  without  warning. 

—25th  January  1855  -  ■  -  204 

930.  Mr.  Hume  to  Dr.  Hall.    Sick  and  well  on  salt  rations. 

— 26th  January  1855  -  -  -         -  204 

933.  Dr.  Hume  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood.    Same  sub- 

ject.— 9th  February  1855       -  -  -       -  204 

934.  Dr.  Hume  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colborne.  Defective 

state  of  tents. — lOth  February  1855  -  -  204 

935.  Dr.  Hume  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colburne.  Same 

subject. — 12th  February  1855  -  -        -  205 

936.  Dr.  Hume  to  ■  .    Salt  rations. — 12th 

February  1855       -  -  -  -  -  205 

885.  Mr.  Hanbury  to  Dr.  Hall.    Warrp  clothing  for  con- 

valescents.— 15th  January  1855      •■         -  -  194 

669.  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr  Hall.    Conveyance  for  huts. — 

17th  January  1855  -  -  -         -  150 

92.  Dr.  Smith  to  Deputy  Secretary-at-War.    Clothing  for 

invalids. — 27th  January  1855         -  -  -  30 

93.  Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  IMedical  Officer.    Barrack  huts 

at  Scutari. — 31st  January  1855  -  -  30 

94.  Di'.  Smith  to  INIilltary  Secretary.    Scurvy  and  lime- 

juice. — 2d  February  1855  -  -  -  30 

95.  Dr.  Smith  to  Secretary  of  Board  of  Ordnance.  Cho- 

lera belt. — 3d  February  1855         -  -  -  31 

96.  Dr.  Smith  to  Under-Secretary.    Peat  charcoal. — 3d 

February  1855  -  -  -  -        -  31 

884.  Mr.  Hanbury  to  Dr.  Hall  on  the  diet  of  the  army. 

—9th  February  1855  -  -  -         -  193 

779.  Dr.  Humfrey.    Medical  Memorandum.    Removal  of 

sick.— 10th  February  1855  -  -  -  170 

670.  Dr.  Alexander  to  General  Codrington.    Fresh  meat 

for  sick.— 12th  February  1855  -  -        -  1.50 

886.  Mr.  Hanbury  to  Dr.  Hall.    Hospital  latrines.— 9tb 

February  1855  -  -  -  -  194 

887.  Mr.  Hanbury  to  Dr.  Anderson.    Want  of  fresh  meat. 

— 17th  February  1855  -  -  -        -  194 

889.  Mr.  Hanbury  to  Major  Hall.    Ventilation  of  general 

hospital. — 31st  January  1855  -  -  .  194 

890.  Mr.   Hanbury  to  Dr.  Hall.    Same   subject.— 1 1th 

February  1855        -  -  -  -  -  194 

891.  Mr.  Hanbury  to  Captain  Brown.  Same  subject.— 20th 

February  1855  -  -  -  -       -  194 

896.  Dr.  Mapleton  to  Mr.  Peel.    Hospital  accommodation. 

Food,  clothing,  duties,  &c. — 5th  February  1855      -  19G 

98.  Major-General  Yorke  to  Director -General.  Arrival  of 

lime-juice. — 5th  February  1855      -  -  -  31 

99.  Dr.  Smith  to  Under-Secretary  for  War.    Bad  health 

of  army. — 5th  February  1855  -         -  -  32 

100.  Dr.  Smith  to  Under-Secretary  for  War.  Lime-juice. 

— 7th  February  1855  -  ••  -         -  32 

101.  Dr.  Smith  to  Military  Secretary.    Waterproof  articles. 

— 8th  February  1855  -  -  -  32 

102.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  requiring  information  about 

sick. — 8th  February  1855    -  -  -  -  33 

103.  H.  Roberts,  Esq.  to  Dr.  Smith.     Lime-juice. — 8th 

February  1 855  -  -  -  -  33 

104.  Sir  B.  Hawes  to  Director-General.    Warm  c'otlung. 

— 10th  February  1855  -  -  -         -  33 

105.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith.    Quinine  wine. — 10th  February 

1855  -  -  -  -  .  .33 
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Dr.  Smith  to  J.  Wood,  Esq.    Cholera  belts. - 
February  1855        .  .  .  - 


-10th 
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Burial  of  bodies — 11th 


33 


33 


34 


No. 
106. 

Fe 

107.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith. 

February  1855        .  .  _  - 

108.  Quartermaster-General  Freeth  to  Dr.  Smith.  Cork 

mattress. — 12th  February  1855  -  -  - 

109.  Dr.  Smith  to  Deputy  Secretary- at- War.    Chloride  of 

zinc.— 12th  February  1855  -  -  -  -  34 

483.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey.    Huts  for  sick,  &.c. 

—9th  February  1855  -  -  -         -  114 

484.  Dr.  Hall  to  IMajor-General  Airey.    Letter  from  Dr. 

Hume  on  defective  tents,  salt  rations,  &c.  1,465 
sick  in  the  3d  Division. —  11th  February  1855         -  114 

485.  Dr.   Hall    to    Major-General  Airey.  "Brandon" 

hospital  ship. — 11th  February  1855  -  -  115 

486.  Dr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Hanbury.    Diet  of  troops. — 10th 

February  1855  -  -  -         -  115 

487.  Dr.  Hall  to  Quartermaster-General.  Extra  diet 
kitchen  in  general  hospital,  Balaklava. — 12th  Febru- 
ary 1855       .  -  -  .  - 

488.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major  General  Airey.    Best  tents  for  sick. 

—13th  February  1855        -  -  -  -  115 

937.  Dr.  Hume  to  Dr.  Hall.    Sick  upon  salt  rations. — 12th 

February  1855       -  -  ■■  -  -  205 

941.  Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall.    Hospital  latrines. — 19th 

February  1855        -  -  -  -  206 

489.  Dr.  Hall  to  Commissary-General  Filder.    Sick  in  3d 

Division  five  days  on  salt  rations. — -13111  February 
1855  -  -  -  -        -  115 

490.  Dr.  Hall  to  Field- Marshal  Lord  llaglan.  Eecom- 

mends  committee  on  rations. — 13th  February  1855  115 

491.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major  Hall.     Ventilation  of  general 

hospital,  Balaklava. —  -         -  116 


ii; 


No. 

492.  Dr.  Hall.    Medical  order.     Personal  cleanliness  of 

troops. —  17th  February  1855  ...  ng 

493.  Dr.  Hall.    Memorandum  limiting  number  of  sick  in 

huts.— 14th  March  1855      -  -  -       -  116 

494.  Dr.  Hall    to    Quartermaster-General.     Latrines  of 

general  hospital,  Balaklava. — 20th  February  1855  -  116 

495.  Dr.  Hall  to  Quartermaster-General.    Repairs  of  Bala- 

klava general  hospital. — 22d  February  1855  -  116 

496.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Hume.    Ventilation  of  tents,  &c. — 

21st  February  1855  .  .  -  .  jjg 

1 10.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smitli.    Transport  ships ;  defective 

shelters,  &c. — 12th  February  1855  -  -  -  34 

111.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy.    Preserved  meat. — 14th 

February  1855      -  -  -  -  -  35 

112.  Dr.  Smith  to  Under-Secretary  for  War.    Bad  sanitary 

state  of  steamer  "Telegraph." — 15th  February  1855  35 

113.  Surgeon  Odell  to  Dr.  Smith.    Steamer  "Telegraph," 

—  18th  February  1855  -  -  -  35 

114.  Major-General  Yorke  to  Director-General.  Lemon- 

juice. — 2 1st  February  1855  -  -  -  35 

117.  Dr.  Smith  to  Under-Secretary  of  State.  Destruction 

of  vermin. — 22d  February  1855       -  -         -  36 

118.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith.     Lime-juice,  transports,  &c. 

— 23d  February  1855         -  -  -  -  37 

119.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy.    Invalid  transports. — 

27th  February  1855    -  -  -  .       .  37 

1 20.  Dr.  Smith  to  Under-Secretary  for  War.  Lime-juice. 

— 27th  February  1855         -  -  -  -  37 

121.  122.  Dr.  Smith  to  Under-Secretary  for  War.  Sick- 

ness at  Gallipoli. — 28th  February  1855       -  -  37 

835.  Mr.  Roberts.     Weekly  sanitary  report.     Want  of 

transport  equipage.— 3d  March  1855  -  -  183 

836.  Mr.  Roberts  to  Dr.  Hall.     Transport.  —  3d  March 

1855  -  -  .  -  -  183 


VII. — Letters  written  and  received  by  the  Director-General,  the  Principal  INIedical  Officer,  and 
Medical  ()fficer.s  of  Divisions,  relating  to  the  State  of  the  Hospitals  in  the  Crimea,  from  1st  March 
1855  to  June  1856. 


No.  Page 

127.  H.  Roberts,  Esq.,  to  Director-General,  as  to  brewing 

beer  from  patent  concentrated  -wort. — 3d  March  1855  38 

128.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  A.  Smith,  transmitting  an  estimate  of 

number  of  mules  required  for  Medical  Department. — 

3d  March  1855       -  -  -  -  -  38 

129.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall.    (1.)  As  to  different  dietaries 

of  army  and  navy  in  relation  to  health  of  former. 
(2.)  Repeats  request  for  information  on  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  troops.— 6th  March  1855       -       -  39 

130.  H.  Roberts,  Esq.,  to  the  Director-General,  requesting 

opinion  on  substitution  of  -wine  for  spirit  ration. — 
6th  March  1855      -  -  -  -  -  39 

131.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  ]Mundy,  urging  that  troops  he 

supplied  with  vegetables.— 7th  March  1855  -  40 

137.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  stating  that  quicklime  and 

charcoal  are  to  be  forwarded,  and  inquiring  what 
precautions  have  been  taken  to  secure  health  of 
troops. — 10th  March  1855-  -  -  -41 

138.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith,  reporting  improved  sanitary 

state  of  the  army,  and  impugning  the  trustworthiness 
of  unofficial  statements  made  with  reference  thereto. — ■ 
12th  March  1855     -  -  -  -  -  ,  42 

139.  Major-General  C.  Yorke  to  the  Director-General, 

stating  that  5,000  gallons  of  lime-juice  is  to  be  sent 
from  MaUa  for  use  of  the  troops.— 12th  March  1855  '42 

140.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  recom- 

mending that  200  tons  of  peat  charcoal  be  sent  for 
use  as  a  deodorant  13th  iVIarch  1855        -  -  42 

141.  2.  E.  C.  Mundy,  Esq.,  to  Dr.  Smith,  on  the  clothing  of 

troops  in  hot  weather.  —  13th  ilarcli  1855    -  -  43 

144.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Ordnance,  re- 

questing that  a  supply  of  litters  and  chairs  be  sent 
forthwith  to  the  Crimea. — 17th  March  1855  -  44 

145.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War,  asking  for 

copies  of  Dr.  Wilmott's  pamphlet  on  scorbutic  camp 
dysentery,  to  be  distributed  among  medical  officers 
in  Turkey.— 17th  March  1855       -  -  -  44 

146.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  as  to  the  use  of  woollen  under- 

clothing in  the  hot  season  of  warm  climates,  and  of 
cholera  belts  in  changeable  and  bad  weather. — 19th 
March  1855  -  -  -  -  -  44 

150.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy,  calling  attention  to  letter 
dated  10th  March  1855,  from  Deputy  Inspector- 
General  Humfrey,  on  the  hospital  at  Smyrna. — 23d 
March  1855  »  -  -  .  -45 

C 


No.  Page 
151.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  as  to  provi- 
sion of  marquees  and  tents. — 23d  March  1855         -  45 

154.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy  on  the  inefficiency  of  the 

hospital  orderlies  at  Smyrna  and  elsewhere. — 26th 
March  1855  -  -  -  -  -  46 

155.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  stating 

that  spermacetti  candles  with  coloui-ed  lamps  will  be 

forwarded  for  use  in  distinguishing  field  hospitals  

5th  April  1855        -  -  -  -  -  46 

156.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  enclosing 

invoice  of  hospital  stores  sent  per  "  Stella." — 5th 
April  1855  ■•  -  -  -  -  -  46 

157.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  enclosing 

invoice  of  hospital  stores  sent  per  "Raphael." — 5th 
April  1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  46 

158.  Dr.  Smith  to  A.  Gumming,  Esq.,  forwarding  30  copies 

of  pamphlet  on  scorbutic  camp  dysentery. — 7th  April 
1855  -  -  -  -  ..  -  46 

159.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War,  stating 

that  wringing  machines  are  about  to  be  sent  for  the 
Kululie  and  Balaklava  hospitals. — 12th  April  1855  -  47 

1 60.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  urging  that  needful  steps  be  taken 

to  keep  up  full  stock  of  medicines. — 13th  April  1855  47 

161.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  forwarding  invoice  of  quinine 

sent  per  "  Iron  Age." — 13th  April  1855      -  -  47 

162.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  IMedical  Officer  at  Balaklava, 

forwarding  copies  of  instructions  on  sanitary  arrange- 
ments.— 13th  April  1855     -  -  -  -  47 

163.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under-Secretary  for  ^Y^^r,  recom- 

mending appointment  of  surgeons  to  the  transports 
"  Great  Tasmania  "  and  "  Saldanha." — I3th  April 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  47 

164.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Kululie, 

forwarding  copies  of  instructions  on  sanitary  ar- 
rangements.— 13th  April  1855        -  -  -  47 

165.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  Scutari, 

forwarding  copies  of  instructions  on  sanitary  arrange- 
ments.— 13th  April  1855     -  -  -  .  43 

166.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medial  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  inquiring  whether  medical  staff  is  adequate 

to  duties  devolving  on  it. — 13th  April  1855  -  48 

167.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under-Secretary  for  War,  as  to 

provision  of  clothing  adapted  to  warm  weather. — 
14th  April  1855     -  -  -  -  ,45 
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168.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy,  forwarding  copies  of 

instructions  on  sanitary  arrangements  for  Smyrna 
hospital. — 14th  April  1855  -  -  -  48 

169.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  relative 

to  bandage  to  he  carried  by  soldier,  as  a  provision 

in  case  of  wounds. — 14th  April  1855  -  -  48 

170.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  clothing  suitable  for  warm 

weather.— 14th  April  1855  -  -  -  48 

171.  As  to  provision  of  disinfectants  and  deodorants. — 

16th  April  1855        -  -  -  -       -  49 

172.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  requiring  that  medical  officers 

to  be  sent  home  with  invalids  in  "  Great  Tasmania" 
and  "  Saldanha  "  be  duly  qualified  for  their  charge. 
—16th  April  1855  -  -  -  -  49 

173.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  notifying  despatch  of  remain 

der  of  supply  of  quinine. — 1 6th  April  1855     -        -  49 

174.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  the    insalubrious  site  of 

the  encamping  ground  occupied  by  the  79th,  93d, 
and  other  troops  18th  April  1855  -  -  49 

175.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy,  urging  necessity  of 

securing  an  adequate  supply  of  vegetable  food  for 
the  army.— 19th  April  1855        -  -  -  49 

176.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War,  recom- 

mending transmission  of  further  supply  of  peat 
charcoal— 23d  April  1855  -  -  -  50 

178.  Dr.  Smith  to  the    Deputy  Secretary-at-War  as  to 

arrangements  at  Scutari  for  washing. — 26th  Aprill855  50 

179.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary  as  to  qualifica- 

tions of  orderlies  and  others  to  act  under  medical 
.    officers  of  "  Great  Tasmania  "  and  "  Saldanha." — 
26th  April  1855      -  -  -  -  -  50 

181.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  available  hospital  accom- 

modation in  the  Crimea. — 27th  April  1855     -       -  51 

182.  Dr.  Smith  to  J.  Wood,  Esq.,  on  Mr.  Barnett's  bed- 

steads for  hospital  service. — 27th  April  1855  -       -  51 

183.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  acknowledging  report  on  improved  health 
of  the  army,  sufficiency  of  medical  stores,  and  causes 
of  continued  prevalence  of  fever  in  4thDivision. — 
27th  April  1855   51 

184.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War,  as  to 

supply  of  medical  comfort*,  and  as  to  transit  thereof 
from  Scutari  to  Balaklava.. -28th  April  1855  -       -  51 

185.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  extra  accommodation  for 

the  sick  of  the  93d  Highlanders.— 1st  May  1855     -  52 

186.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary-at-War  as  to  supply 

of  camphor  available  on  reappearance  of  cholera. — 

3d  May  1855       -------  52 

188.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Bala- 

klava. Inquiry  as  to  need  of  medical  comforts  in 
quantities  indicated  by  requisitions  dated  29th  Janu- 
ary and  27th  March  1855    -       -       -       .        -  52 

189.  Dr.  Smith  to  B.  Harris,  Esq.,  urging  that  ships  carry- 

ing sick  and  wounded,  passing  from  the  Crimea  to 
Smyrna,  should  stop  at  Scutari,  for  transfer  of 
pressing  cases  to  hospital  there. — 5th  May  1855      -  52 

190.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on 

regulations  to  be  adopted  for  hospital  ships  "  Sal- 
danha and  "  Great  Tasmania." — 8th  May  1855       -  53 

191.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Vacant  hospital  accommodation  at  Abydos  to  be 
filled  up  by  transfer  from  Scutari.— 10th  May  1855  53 

192.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Ordnance,  on 

provision  of  litters,  chairs,  and  ambulance  waggons. 
—10th  May  1855         -   53 

193.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

requesting  explanation  of  his  failure  to  supply 
medical  comforts  to  hospital  at  Abydos. — 11th  May 
1855    53 

194.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Jameson,  requiring  that  a  two 

months'  supply  of  stores  be  always  kept  in  hospital 

at  Abydos. — 11th  May  1855    53 

195.  Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 

Scutari  on  Dr.  Jenning's  formula  for  cure  of  cholera. 
—11th  May  1855      '     -  -  -  -  53 

196.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  deficient  supply  of  quinine. — 

12th  May  1855         -  -  -  .       -  54 

197.  Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  reporting 

precautions  taken  to  prevent  spread  of  small-pox  on 
board  the  "  Great  Tasmania." — 12th  May  1855       -  54 

198.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  want  of  leeches. — 12th  May 

1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  54 

199.  Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

War  on  Dr.  Beaman's  salt  remedy  for  cholera. — 
12th  May  1855  ■    -  .  -  -  -  54 
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Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
on  alleged  deficiency  of  quinine  in  the  Crimea. — 
12th  May  1855       -  -  -  .  . 

and  204.  Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at- 
War,  stating  that  supply  of  portable  waterclosets 
had  been  sent  to  the  East.— 15th  May  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  Dr.  Beaman's  salt  remedy 
for  cholera. — 15th  May  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officers  at  Scutari, 
Kululie,  and  Abydos  on  Dr.  Beamen's  salt  remedy 
for  cholera. — 15th  May  1855 

Dr.  Dumbreck  to  A.  Cumming,  Esq.  Use  of  stimulants 
not  to  be  left  to  discretion  of  nurses. — 18th  May 
1855  -  ....  -1 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
Inquiry  as  to  supply  of  peat  charcoal  despatched  to 
theEast.—-18th  May  1855.      -  - 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy  on  supply  of  water  for 
army  in  the  Crimea. — 2 1st  May  1855. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Beaman  as  to  adoption  of  salt  remedy 
for  cholera. — 21st  May  1855  ... 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War,  forwarding 
report  by  medical  officers  at  Smyrna  as  to  changes  in 
hospital  dietaries. — 22d  May  1855. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scrutari, 

announcing  despatch  of  ice  for  hospital  use  23d 

May  1855  -  -  ...  57 

Dr.  Smith  to  Assistant  Surgeon  Raymond,  asking  ex- 
explanation  of  dirty  condition  of  the  ship  '  Lady 
Eglington."— 23d  May  1855  -  .  .57 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  Collins's  deodorizing  powder. 
—24th  May  1855.  -  .  .  .57 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Bala- 
klava as  to  insufficient  rest  and  sleep  enjoyed  by  the 
troops.— 24th  May  1855.  -  .         .  55 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel   Mundy  on  want  of  proper 
amount  of  rest  and  sleep  permitted  to  the  troops 
24th  May  1855  .... 
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-  58 

Dr.Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Abydos  (?), 
recommending  a  wider  dispersion  of  the  sick  through 
to  available  sleeping  rooms, — 25th  May  1855  -  58 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  forwarding 
report  of  a  board  of  medical  officers  as  to  use  of 
claret. — 25th  May  1855      -  -  .  -  58 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War  on  pro- 
posed use  of  gluten  granule  in  the  army. — 2  6th  May 
1855       -  -  -  ...  59 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy  on  the  visitation  and 
probable  extension  of  cholera  in  the  Crimea. — 26th 
May  1855.  -  -  .  -  .59 

Dr.  Smith  to  Surgeon  ,  Regiment  Circular.  "  Field 

dressing"  to  be  included  in  soldier's  kit. — 27th  May 
1855.  ••  60 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  the  extension  of  cholera  in 
the  army.— 28th  May  1855. 


Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  notifying  despatch  of  a  supply 
of  a  new  cholera  mixture. — 30th  May  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War,  urging 
formation  of  a  coi-ps  for  hospital  service  and  for 
removal  of  sick  and  wounded  from  the  field. — 30th 
May  1855  -  -  .  .  . 

229.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War, 
notifying  despatch  of  wringing  machine  per  "  Eagle.  ' 
—2d  June  1855       -  -  .  . 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Transport  Board, 
requesting  tonnage  for  conveyance  of  peat  charcoal 
and  medical  comforts. — 2d  June  1855 

230.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  giving  a 

return  of  cholera  eases  from  14th  to  18th  May.— 
2d  .June  1855  -  -  -  .  . 

231.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  requesting  report  on  deficiency 

in  supply  of  tartaric  acid  and  carbonate  of  soda. — 
4th  June  1855  ..... 

232.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Wood,  2d  Division,  censuring  his 

negligence  and  deficient  regard  for  the  interests  of 
the  sick.— 5th  June  1855  -  -  - 

233.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Quartermaster-General  as  to  bad 

supply  of  provisions  to  troops  returning  from 
Scutari. — 6th  June  1855        -  -  -  - 

234.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  21st  Foot, 

asking  explanation  of  neglect  to  procure  quinine  or 
a  substitute. — 6th  June  1855      .  -  -  -  62 
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235  Dr    Smith  to   Surgeon  Davies,  49th  Foot,  asking 

■  explanation  of  neglect  to  procure  due  supply  ot 
quinine.— 6th  June  1855 

236  Dr  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretaiy  for  War,  forward- 

■  ing  report  on  proposed  use  of  Miss  Fernandez  s 
cordial  mixture  for  cholera.— 7th  June  1855 

237  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari 

as  to  use  of  ergotine.— 7th  June  1855 

238.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy  on  gelatine  for  hospital 

use. — 7th  June  1855  -  -  "  " 

239.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari 

suggesting  precautions  against  use  of  unripe  Iruit 
hy  returning  invalids. — 8th  June  1855 

940  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  suggest- 
ing precautions  against  use  of  unripe  fruit  by  return- 
ing invalids. — 8th  June  1855 

241.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Gumming,  calling  attention  to  loss  of 
leeches  senrin  stoppered  bottles.— 11th  June  18oo  - 

242  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  Ordnance  Office,  for- 

warding requisition  for  hospital  stores.— 14th  June 
1855        -  -  -  -  "  ' 

243  Dr  Taylor  to  Assistant  Commissary- General  Hawkins, 

requesting  sick  and  wounded  may  be  furnished  with 
fresh  milk. — 14th  June  1855       -  -  " 

244  Dr  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  stating 

Mr.  Chester  Walker's  letter  will  be  circulated  among 
medical  officers.— 14th  June  1855 

245  Dr  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on  use  of  champagne,  eau-de-cologne,  and 
lavender  water  as  hospital  stores.— 15th  June  1855  - 
247  Dr  Smith  to  Messrs.  Savory  and  Sons,  New  Bond 
Street,  order  for  supply  of  3,000  lbs.  of  quinine.— 
20th  June  1855  -  "  "  ' 

248.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  W^ar,  recom- 

mending despatch  of  store  of  gluten  granule  ot  A'eron 
to  Balaklava.— 20th  June  1855  -  -  * 

249.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on  the  insufficient  accommodation  for  the 
sick  of  the  17th  Foot.— 21st  June  1855 

9,50  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cumming,  notifying  despatch  of 
store  of  Dr.  Jenning's  cholera  medicine,— 22d  June 
1855        -  -  -  - 

251.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea,  proposing  adoption  of  a  ration  of  butter.— 
23d  June  1865         -  -  -  "  " 

252  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  conveying  Lord  Panmure's 
expression  of  displeasure  on  Dr.  Hall's  remissness  as 
regards  supply  of  quinine. — 25th  June  1855 

253.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari 

on  use  of  charcoal  derived  from  the  leather  on  the 
animal  as  a  cure  for  cholera.— 27th  June 

1855       -  -  -  -  "  " 

254.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  reporting 

steps  taken  with  view  to  ensuring  a  due  supply  of 
quinine. — 28th  June  1855 

255.  Dr.  Smith  to  Brigadier-General  Paulet,  notiiying 

despatch  of  opium  powder  per  "  Pioneer."— 29th 
June  1855 

256.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy.     More  gluten  granule 

will  be  asked  for  if  first  sample  is  approved  in  use. 
—30th  June  1 855  - 

257.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War,  asking 

authority  to  adopt  M.  Soyer's  suggestion  on  broth  in 
military  hospitals.— 30th  June  1855 

258.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  forwarding  a  formula  for  treatment  of 
diarrhoea  (extract  of  arnica,  &c.).— 30th  June  1855  - 

259.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-AVar,  stating 

why  medical  stores  have  been  sent  to  Balaldava 
instead  of  Scutari.— 2d  July  1855 

260.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  for  War,  report- 

in"  that  Purveyor  Robertson's  demand  for  summer 
clothing  for  the  sick  appears  to  be  excessive. — 3d 
July  1855  .  -  -  -  - 

261.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  inquiring  whether  charcoal  is  to  be  got  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Bosphorus.— 7th  July 
1855  ------ 

262.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  directing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  with  re- 
ference to  deficiencies  in  surgical  means,  as  alleged 
in  letter  in  the  "  Times"  of  5th  July.— 9th  July  1855 

263.  Dr.  Smith  to  F.  Peel,  Esq.,  recommending  that  ice 

sent  for  hospitals  be  sold,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
suitable  storeage.— 10th  July  1855 
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Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 
forwarding  invoice  of  medical  comforts  sent  per 
"  Black  Prince."— 14th  July  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari 
on  pine  wool  for  mattresses. — 14th  July  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Odell,  as  to  shipment  of  quinine  per 
"  Arabian."— 14th  July  1855 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Balaklava, 
notifying  despatch  of  gelatine  for  trial  in  hospitals. 
—16th  July  1855    .  -  -  -  - 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 
notifying  despatch  of  gelatine  for  trial  in  the  hospitals. 
—16th  July  1855  ----- 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on  sup- 
plying Turkish  Contingent  with  medical  stores  from 
depot  at  Scutari.  —17th  July  1855  - 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on  Mr. 
Tennant's  "  metallic  chloride." — 20th  July  1855    -  69 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretary,  Office  of  Ordnance,  as  to 
provision  made  or  in  progress  for  conveyance  of 
sick  and  wounded  in  the  Crimea  26th  July  1855  - 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Wood  in  acknowledgment  of  ex- 
planations as  to  deficiency  of  quinine. — 26th  July 
1855  ....... 
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Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  employment  of  quinine  as  a 
preventive  of  fever. — 27th  July  1855         -  -  70 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  recom- 
mending allowance  of  a  butter  ration  to  the  army  in 
the  field.— 28th  July  1855  -  -  -  -  70 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea,  notifying  despatch  for  experimental  use  of 
an  "  insecticide." — 28th  July  1855-  -  -70 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea,  notifying  despatch  of  an  "  insecticide,"  for 
experimental  use. — 30th  July  1855  -  -  70 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea  in  reply  to  statement  as  to  medical  comforts 
issued  for  63d  Regiment.— 30th  July  1855  -  -  70 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  ]\Iundy  on  defects  in  "  Great 
Tasmania"  as  a  transport  for  invalids. — 31st  July 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  70 

279.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy,  suggesting  precautions 

with  view  to  preservation  of  health  of  troops  to  be 
engaged  before  Sevastopol  in  ensuing  winter. — 4th 
August  1855  -  -  -  -  -  71 

280.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy,  recommending  such 

tents  as  are  used  in  India,  instead  of  the  bell  tent, 
for  winter  service. — 6th  August  1855         -  -  71 

281.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  stating  that  4,000  cork  mattresses  are  about 

to  be  sent.— 6th  August  1855         -  -  -  72 

282.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on  charcoal  respirators  as  protectors  against 
disease  10th  August  1855  -  -  -  72 

283.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on  the  breaking  out  of  scurvy  in  the  "  Sal- 
danha." — 11th  August  1855  -  -  -  72 

284.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Transport  Board, 

asking  for  tonnage  to  convey  medical  comforts. — 13th 
August  1855  -  -  -  -  -  72 

285.  Dr.  Smith  to  A.  Cumming,  Esq.,  Principal  Medical 

Officer  at  Scutari  and  Constantinople,  on  disposal  of 
extract  of  arnica  about  to  be  forwarded.^ — 1 3th  August 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  72 

286.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy  on  insufiSciency  of  vege- 

table rations,  evinced  in  continuance  of  scurvy. — 16th 
August  1855  -  -  -  -  -  72 

287.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 

urging  a  more  liberal  provision  of  vegetable  diet,  tea, 
sugar,  butter,  &c.— 17th  August  1855         -  -  73 

288.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

requiring  a  monthly  statement  of  amount  of  medical 
stores  in  depot. —  18th  August  1855  -  73 

289.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Prineipal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

calling  for  report  on  meat  biscuit. — 18th  August  1855  73 

290.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  provision  of  a  medical  depot 

in  camp,  and  other  precautions  for  preservation  of 
health  in  ensuing  winter. — 24th  August  1855         -  73 

291.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  as  to  increasing  the  rations  of  tea  and  sugar. 
—31st  August  1855  -  -  -  -  73 

292.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  inquiring  as  to  supply  of  and 

defects  in  means  of  removing  sick  and  wounded 
from  the  field. — 3d  September  1855        -         -  74 
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293.  Dr.  Smith  to  F.  Peel,  Esq.,  on  the  winter  clothing 

requisite  for  the  troops  in  Greece. — 8th  Septemher 
1855  .  .  -  -  - 

294.  Dr.  Smith  to  P.  Peel,  Esq.,  on  Cyanic  Company's 

deodorizing  powder,  and  as  to  total  available  supply 
of  disinfectants. — 10th  September  1855 
293.  Dr.  Smith  to  P.  Peel,  Esq.,  requesting  additional  means 
for  towing  transports  carrying  invalids  through  the 
calms. — 10th  September  1855         -  -  - 

296.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  inquiring  how  far  capture  of  south  side  of 
Sevastopol  modifies  resources  of  Medical  Depart- 
ment.— 30th  September  1855  -  -  - 

297.  Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  as  to  supply  of  vegetables,  lime-juice,  and 
fresh  or  preserved  meat. — 14th  September  i855 

298.  Dr.  Smith  to  P.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P.,  as  to  the  bedding  of 

the  troops  in  the  Crimea.— 15th  September  1855  - 

299.  Dr.  Smith  to  F.  Peel,  Esq ,  M.P.,  relating  to  supply  of 

cholera  behs. — 17th  September  1855 

300.  Dr.  Smith  to  P.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P.,  on  quality  of  the 

water  supply  of  the  Castle  hospital,  I3alaklava. — 
18th  September  1855         -  -  -  -75 

301.  Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 

Balaklava  for  a  weekly  return  of  medical  comforts 
remaining  in  store. — 1st  October  1855        -  -  76 

302.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  cholera  belts.— Gth  Oc- 

tober 1855  -  -  -  -  -  76 

303.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

requiring  report  on  sanitary  state  of  vessels  arriving 
with  troops. — 24th  October  1855     -  -  -  76 

304.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  reporting 

that  increased  pay  has  been  followed  by  increase  in 
sickness  among  the  troops. — 25th  October  1855      -  76 

305.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Princijjal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

inquiring  whether  medical  treatment  practised  in 
Turkey  had  been  tried  at  Scutari.— 29th  October 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  76 

306.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  reporting 

that  "  Niagara's"  horse-boxes  interfered  with  com- 
fort of  sick.— 30th  October  1855     -  -  -  77 

307.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Ilall  on  insufficiency  of  tents  and 

blankets  supplied  to  13th  Regiment. — 3 1st  October 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  "7 

308.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

calling  for  explanation  as  to  overcrowdinir  of  in- 
valids on  board  the  "  Hope,"  and  as  to  deficient 
means  of  comfort  otherwise  manifested.  —  2d  No- 
vember 1855  -  -  -  -  -  77 

309.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Director- General  of  Stores,  as  to 

winter  clothing  for  the  sick  at  Scutari.  —  2d  No- 
vember 1855  -  -  -  -  -  77 

310.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  AVar,  recom- 

mending that  invalids  and  sick  from  the  Crimea  be 
accommodated  at  stations  in  the  Mediterranean 
during  the  winter. — 5th  November  1855     -  -  77 

311.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary -at- War  on  supply 

of  winter  hospital  clothing. — 6th  November  1855     -  77 

312.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  asking  for 

increased  and  suitable  hospital  accommodation  at 
Portsmouth  for  invalids  from  the  Crimea. — 6ih  No- 
vember 1855  -  -  -  ■-  -  78 

313.  Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Muudy,  suggesting  means  of 

checking  undue  consumption  of  spirits  by  troops  in 
the  East.— l'2th  November  1855      -  -  -  78 

314.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  on  precau- 

tions to  be  adopted  to  secure  the  sick  from  cold 
during  journey  from  Portsmouth  to  Chichester  or 
Chatham  hospitals. — 15th  November  1855  -  -  78 

315.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on  ophthalmic  cases  in  the  Crimea. — 17th 
November  1855      -  -  -  -  -  78 

3 1 6.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on  cholera 

belts.— 19th  November  1855  -  -  -  79 

317.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  calling  for  special  report  on  health  of  82d 
Eegiment. — 22d  November  1855     -  -  -  79 

318.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on  increase  of  ophthalmic  cases,  and  steps  to 

be  taken  thereupon. — 22nd  November  1855  -  79 

319.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  requiring  report  on  pathological  features  of 
diarrhcjea. — 23rd  November  1855    -  -  -  79 
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320.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  for  addi- 

tional hospital  accommodation  at  Portsmouth  . 

23d  November  1855  -  -  -  -  79 

321.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  urging 

removal  of  healthy  troops  from  buildings  in  which 
cholera  patients  were  under  treatment  at  Scutari. — • 
27th  November  1855  -  -  -  -  80 

322.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  stating 

that  sick  and  wounded  cannot  safely  be  sent  home 

in  horse  transports. — 3d  December  1855     -  -  80 

323.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  asking 

sanction  to  purchase  of  instruments  for  use  in  medical 
investigations  to  be  conducted  in  the  East. —  5th 
December  1855  -  -  .  -  80 

324.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  quinine  as  a  curative  and 

preventive  of  diarrhoia. — 5th  December  1855         -  81 

325.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

asking  for  report  on  cholera  in  1st  Dragoon  Guards 
and  4th  Dragoons. — 5th  December  1855       -         -  81 

326.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on  re- 

moval of  healthy  troops  from  buildings  in  which  sick 
are  accommodated.- — 5th  December  1855       -        -  81 

327.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

calling  for  report  of  steps  taken  on  outbreak  of 
cholera. — 6th  December  1855         -  -  -  81 

328.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary,  Horse  Guards, 

recommending  inspection  of  troops  before  embarka- 
tion, with  reference  to  venereal  diseases. — 7th  De- 
cember 1855.  -  -  -  -         -  81 

329.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Bryce  on  a  sanitarium  in  connec- 

tion with  Scutari  hospital.— 11th  December  1855    -  82 

330.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  as  to  sash  proposed  for  use  instead  of 
cholera  belt. — 13th  December  1855  -  -  82 

331.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Ports- 

moutli,  directing  that  orderlies  and  an  invalid  chair 
he  provided  for  hospital-ship  "Britannia."- — 13th 
December  1855  -  -  -  -  82 

332.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  urging 

provision  of  due  supply  of  hospital  huts  and  means 

of  warming  them. —  13th  December  1855       -        -  82 

333.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  "Under  Secretary  for  War  on  the 

unfitness  of  the  hospital-ship  "  Britannia  "  for  winter 
service. —  14th  Dccem'^^er  1855        -  -  -  82 

334.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  as  to  appearance  of  typhus  in  the  army 
serving  in  the  Crimea. — -Hth  December  1835  -  83 

335.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  stating  measures  taken  to  secure  supply  of 
hospital  huts. — 14th  December  1855  -  -  83 

336.  Dr,  Smith  to  the  Deputy  rSecretary  at  War  respect- 

ing winter  hospital  clothing. —  ]5th  December  1855  -  83 

337.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on  the  investigations  to  be  made  with  the 
view  to  a  history  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
army  in  the  East. — 17th  December  1855       -        -  83 

338.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  as  to  course  proper  to  be  taken  by  Senior 
Surgeon  Elliott,  of  the  Eoyal  Artillery,  in  order  to 
secure  extra  hospital  accommodation. —  19th  Decem- 
ber 1855  -  -  -  -  -  84 

339.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on' amount  of  hut  accommodation. — 21st 
December  1855  ....  -  85 

340.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  calhng  foi-  report  on  disuse  of  lime-juice 
in  "  W  "  battery,  Eoyal  Artillery. — 24th  December 

1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  85 

341.  Dr.  jSmith  to  the  Military  Secretary  on  inadequacy 

of  hospital  accommodation  at  Portsmouth. — 29th 
December  1855       -  -  -  -         -  85 

342.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

on  hospital  accommodation  at  Kululie. — 2d  January 

1856  -  -----  85 

343.  The  Director-General  to  the  Quartermaster- General, 

urging  the  speedy  erection  of  some  hospital  huts  at 
Portsmouth. — 7th  January  1856       -  -         -  86 

344.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  calling  for  statement  with  respect  to 
Dr.  Lyons'  report  on, — (1)  water  supply  ;  (2)  diar- 
rhoea ;  (3)  removal  of  sick  to  the  Bosphorus. — 8th 
January  1856         -  -  -  -  -  86 

345.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Purveyor-in-Cliief  at  Scutari  on 

supply  of  port  wine  for  use  of  the  sick. — 9th  January 
1856        ......  -  86 
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346.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall.    Ophthalmia  cases,  segrega- 

ion  of.— 9th  January  1856         -  -  -  87 

347.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Linton.    (1.)  As  to  bedding  avail- 

able at  Kululie  hospital.     (2.)  Calling  for  copy  of 
meteorological  register. — 10th  January  1856  -  87 

348.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  inquiring  as  to  circumstances  under  which 
cases  of  frost-bite  occurred. — 10th  January  1856    -  87 

349.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea.  Bottled  port  wine  to  be  reserved,  and  wine 
in  cask  to  be  used,  whilst  troops  are  in  winter 
quarters. — 10th  January  1856       -  -  -87 

350.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  f)fficer  in  the 

Crimea  on  consumption  of  essence  of  beef. — lOtli 
January  1856- 

351.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Linton,  Principal  ]\Iedical  Officer  at 

Scutari,  on  segregation  of  fever  cases  (pernicious), 
and  as  to  amount  of  accommodation  for  troops  at 
HaidarPasha.— 11th  January  1856 

352.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  calling  for  statement  as  to  available  sup- 
ply and  future  wants  of  ambulances,  hospital  stores, 
and  medical  comforts.— 17th  January  1856  - 

353.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  inquiring  whether  the  "  in- 

secticide" had  been  duly  tested.— 18th  January 
1856  .  -  -  -  - 

354.  355.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  calling  for  report  on  two  cases  of  flogging. 
— 18th  January  1856        .  .  -  - 

356.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  inquiring  as  to  comparative  prevalence  of 
cholera  among  troops  arriving  at  diflfereut  seasons. — 
18th  January,  1856       -  -  -  -  88 

357.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

on  sanitary  state  of  the  huts  adjacent  to  barrack 
hospital.— 18th  January  1856       -  -  -  88 

358.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  on  quality   of  available  water  supply. — 
19th  January  1856         -  -  -  -  88 

359.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

'•Insecticide"  and  its  keeper  to  be  sent  to  Bala- 
klava.— 28th  January  1856    -  -  -        ■■  89 

360.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea.    "  Insecticide  "  and  accompanying  operative 

to  be  put  to  work  at  Balaklava. — 28th  January  1856  89 

361.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  for  report  on  the  various  articles  sent  for 
experimental  trial  in  connection  with  maintenance  of 
health.— 31st  January  1856  -  -  -  89 

362.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall,  askinn:  Trhetber  tents  and 

huts  are  ail  [,:'ov.Jt.l  y.l'.'.i  baaiueu.  l.ouiiii^. — 4th 
February  1856        -  -  -  -  -  90 

264,  363.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  AVnr  as 
to  available  supply  of  lime  juice. — 6th  February 
1856  -  -  -  -  -  -  90 

365.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall  on  insufficiency  of  fuel  sup- 

plied for  huts.— 7th  February  1855  -  -  90 

366.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on  supply 

of  lime-juice. — 12th  February  1856  -  -  90 

367.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Members  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 

Society,  1st  Division,  Crimea,  conveying  cordial 
approval  of  its  preliminary  labours. — 15th  February 
1856         -  -  -  -  -  90 

368.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

notifying  despatch  of  a  store  of  Dr.  Bastler's  Vienna 
specific  for  cliolera. — 16th  February  1856       -       -  90 

369.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  notify- 

ing despatch  of  a  supply  of  Bastler's  Vienna  specific 
for  cholera.— 16th  February  1856    -  -  -  91 

370.  Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall.    A  further  letter  on  cases  of 

frost-bite. — 18th  February  1856     -  -  -  91 

371.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on  cases  of  frost-bite,  and  as  to  destruc- 
tion of  vermin  by  the  insecticide. — 18tli  February 
1856         -  -  -  -  -  91 

372.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 

stating  that  the  huts  in  the  Crimea  are  not  water- 
tight—18th  February  1856  -  -  -  91 

373.  Dr.  Smith  to  ihe  Deputy  Secrotary-at-War,  recom- 

mending increased  issue  of  fresh  meat  to  the  sick. — 
25th  February  1 850  -  -  -  -  91 

374.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  I\Iedical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  on  a  case  of  death  while  under  influence 

cf  chloroform. — 23d  February  1856  -  -  -  91 
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375.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Purvey or-iu- Chief,  requiring  that 

medical  officers  be  consulted  before  any  demand  be 
made  for  medical  comforts.— 3d  March  1856  -  92 

376.  Dr.  Smith  to   the  Purveyor-in-Chief  on  supply  of 

port  wine.— 3d  March  1856       -  -  -  92 

377.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari 

on  cause  of  an  outbreak  of  boils,  and  as  to  segrega- 
tion of  fever  cases. — 5th  March  1856  -  -  92 

378.  Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Director-General  of  the  Com- 

missariat Department,  Spring  Gardens,  urging 
despatch  of  lime-juice  to  Scutari,  where  scurvy  had 
appeared.— 6th  March  1856         -  -  -  92 

379.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari 

on  disposal  of  lime-juice  about  to  be  sent  to  Scutari. 
—7th  March  1856  „  .  -  -  92 

380.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  as  to  communication  of  itch  by  diseased 
anunals. — 14th  March  1856     -  -       -        -  92 

381.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

stating  that  Balaklava  is  to  draw  supplies  of  port 
wine  from  Scutari. — 19th  March  1856 


382.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  stating  that  port  wine  for  Balaklava  is  to 
be  drawn  from  store  at  Scutari.— 19th  March  1856  - 

383.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War.  report- 

ing as  to  insalubrious  character  of  Ismid  —  19th 
March  1856 


93 


93 


93 


384.  Dr.  Smith  to  jthe  Under  Secretary  for  War,  forward- 

ing report  on  Rev.  F.  Cannon's  suggestions  as  to 
means  of  diminishing  cholera. — 22d  March  1856     -  93 

385.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea  as  to  damaged  condensed  milk  sent  for 
use  22d  March  1856        -  -  -  -  93 

386.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  trans- 

mitting reports  on  health  of  the  army.— 24th  March 
1856       -  ...  -  .94 

387.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Transport  Board, 

asking   for  tonnage   for  medical   comforts. — 26th 
March  1856       -  "  - 


94 


388. 


389. 


390. 


391. 


S92. 


393. 


394. 


395. 


396, 


397. 


398. 


399, 


94 


94 


94 


400. 


401, 


Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea  as  to  sufficiency  of  present  supply  of 
essence  of  beef — 28th  March  1856       -        .  . 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 
announcing  sanction  to  increased  issues  of  fresh 
meat— 28th  March  1856 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea  as  to  prevalence  of  typhus  in  the  French 
camp,  and  precautions  to  be  taken  under  the  cireum- 
stances.— 29th  March  1856  - 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari 
on  spread  of  typhus  in  the  French  army,  and  on 
cases  of  fever  in  the  German  contingent.— 29th 
March  1856  -  -  -  -  -  94 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  iledical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea,  calling  for  a  return  as  to  gunshot  wounds. 
— 31stMarch  1856       -  -  ...  95 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  urging 
early  transfer  of  sick  from  the  Bosphorus  to  England. 
—5th  April  1856       -  -  -  -       .  95 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Purveyor-in-chief  at  Scutari,  in- 
quiring as  to  sufficiency  of  presei-ved  potato  in  store. 
—7th  April  1856    -  -  -  -  -  9 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea  as  to  sufficiency  of  present  supplj'  of 
medical  comforts. — 10th  April  1856  -  -  9( 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea  on  the  proposed  early  removal  of  the  sick 
to  England. — 11th  April  1856       -  -  .91 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea,  urging  larger  allowance  of  meat  to  return- 
ing invalids,  and  noting  want  of  steamer  to  tow 
hospital  ships. — 11th  April  1856        .        .        -  9( 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  calling 
attention  to  remarks  on  data  required  by  medical 
officer  in  reporting  on  fitness  of  a  ship  for  convey- 
ance of  the  sick.- — 22d  April  1856       -        -         -  9 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 
on  precautions  for  avoidance  of  typhus. — 25th  April 
1856       -  -  -  -  .  .9 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on  in- 
sufficient rest  allowed  to  Royal  Artillery. — 10th 
May  1856  -  -  -  .  .  9 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea  on  steps  taken  to  check  typhus.— 12th 
May  1856  -  -  -        ■  - 
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402.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 

Crimea,  approving  of  steps  taken  to  check  conta- 
gious fever.— 16th  May  18.56  -  •■  -  97 

403.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari, 

asking  for  particulars  as  to  had  butter  supply. — 5th 
June  18.56       -  -  -  -  -  97 

404.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on  the 

short-comings  of  the  Medical  Department,  as  reported 
by  Sir  J.  McNeil  and  Colonel  Tulloch       -  -  97 

405.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari 

on  disposal  of  ophthalmic  cases. — 14th  June  1856  -  97 

406.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  at  Smyrna 

on  precautions  to  be  adopted  during  the  warm  season 

in  the  British  Swiss  Legion. — 14th  June  1856        -  97 

407.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  reporting 

a  case  of  spasmodic  cholera. — 14th  June  1856        -  98 

408.  Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-War  on  dete- 

rioration of  a  store  of  barley  at  Gozo. — 15th  July 
1856  -  -  -  -  -  -  98 

455.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  all  Superintending  Medical  Officers. 
Medical  memorandum  on  means  of  carrying  the 
sick  to  Balaklava.— 20th  December  1854       -       -  109 

470.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  Dr.  Brown  on  deficient  clothing  and 
hut  accommodation  of  the  sick  of  his  division  — 
6th  January  1855      -  -  -  -  HI 

497.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  the   Quartermaster-General,  head- 

quarters, as  to  removal  of  a  dungheap  from  vici- 
nity of  Balaklava  hospital.— 1st  March  1855  -  116 

498.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  the  Quartermaster- General,  head- 

quarters,   on    overcrowded    position    of   the  3d 
Division. — 1st  March  1855  -  -  -  116 

499.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  the  Quartermaster- General,  head- 

quarters, reporting  on  suitable  site  for  hospital  huts. 
—7th  March  1855  -  -  -  -  117 

501.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  on  ventilation 

of  the  huts.— 14th  March  1855        -  -  -  117 

502.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey,  recommending 

that  Land  Transport  corps  encamp  further  off  from 
hospital.— 14th  March  1855         -  -  -  117 

503.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  urging  early 

completion  of  hospital  huts.— 17th  March  1855       -  117 

504.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  on  state  of 

health  of  79th  and  93d  Highlanders.— 19th  March 
1855         -  -  -  -  -  118 

505.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  as  to  available 

accommodation    for  the  wounded.  — •  23d  March 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  118 

507.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  on  prevalence 
of  febrile  complaints  in  certain  corps. — 24th  March 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  120 

509.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey,  urging  completion 

of  hospital  huts  at  the  old  castle. — 29th  March  1855  120 

510.  Sir.  J.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  on  Sinope  as  a 

convalescent  and  hospital  station. — 4th  April  1855    -  121 

514.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lord  Raglan,  disapproving  of  Surdiah  as  a 

sanitary  station. — 20th  April  1855   -  -  -  121 

515.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Parker  as  to  selection  of  a  sanitary 

station.— 23d  April  1855     ....  -  121 

516.  Dr.  Hall  to  the  Adjutant- General,  head-quarters,  on 

the  excessive  duty  performed  by  men  of  the  18th 
Royallrish.— 24th  April  1855        -  -  -  121 

517.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey,  forwarding  a  requi- 

sition from  the  purveyor  at  Balaklava  for  certain 
repairs  required  to  be  done  to  the  general  hospital 
there  -  -  -  -  -  -  121 

518.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  as  to  disposal  of  40 

hospital  huts  received  from  England. — 25th  April 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  121 

520.  Dr.  Hall  to  Superintending  Medical  Officers  of  Divi- 
sions. Medical  memorandum  as  to  course  to  he 
taken  with  cases  of  spasmodic  cholera. — 30th  April 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  122 

523.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  on  removal  of  filth 

from  Balaklava  hospital.— 2d  May  1855      -  -  122 

524.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  on  proposed  use  of 

waterproof  blankets.— 2d  May  1855  -  -  122 

525.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Airey  on  the  leaky  state 

of  the  huts  for  want  of  felt  roofing.— 10th  May  1855  122 

527.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Steele,  disapproving  of 

proposal  to  send  invalids  to  Gibraltar. —  1 3th  May  1855  123 

528.  Dr.  Hall  to  the  Quartermaster-General  on  leaky  state 

of  hospital  huts,  and  remedies  adopted. — 1 3th  May 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  123 
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530.  Dr.  Hall  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  head-quarters, 

as  to  better  adaptation  of  the  "  Brandon  "  steamer  to 
uses  of  the  sick. — 18th  May  1855   -  -  -  123 

531.  Dr.  Hall  to  the  Adjutant-General,  head- quarters,  asking 

for  increase  in  stafiF  of  orderlies  for  the  Castle  hos- 
pital.— 18th  May  1855        -  -  -  -  123 

537.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Estcourt,  suggesting  that 
10th  Hussars  be  relieved  of  charge  of  spare  horses. — 
19th  June  1855       -  -  -  -  -  124 

539.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Steele,  returning  sanitary 

report  on  Sinope  23d  June  1855  -  .  -  125 

540.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Steele  as  to  amount  and 

distribution  of  night  duty,  and  other  precautions 

taken  with  reference  to  cholera  24th  June  1855    -  125 

542.  Dr.  Hall  to  the  Adjutant-General,  head -quarters,  as  to 
removal  of  filth  from  the  general  hospital,  Balaklava. 
—29th  June  1855   -  -  -  -  -  125 

547.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Sir  R.  Airey,  K.C.B.,  on  • 

leaky  condition  of  hospital  huts. — 1st  March  1855  -  126 

548.  Estimate  of  huts  wanted  for  Medical  Department. — 

1st  August  1855     .  -  -  .  -  126 

552.  Dr.  Hall  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  head-quarters, 
on  removal  of  filth  from  the  general  hospital. — 25th 
August  1855  -  .  .  .  -  127 

554.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieutenant-General  Barnard,  C.B.,  recom- 
mending increase  of  sugar  ration. — 30th  August  1855  127 

556.  Dr.  Hall  to  General  Sir  James  Simpson,  G.C.B.,  ob- 

jecting to  intended  fence  between  the  Castle  hospital 
and  the  sea. — 15th  October  1855     -  -  -  128 

557.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir  E.  Airey,  K.C.B., 

on  defectiA'e  hospital  huts  of  the  Buffs  and  95th  Eegi- 
ment— 21st  October  1855  -  ..  -  .  128 

558.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir  R.  Airey  on  leaky 

condition  of  hospital  huts. — 25th  October  1855       -  128 

559.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir  R.  Airey  on  leaky 

condition  of  hospital  huts,  with  protest  against  gabion 
rampart  adjacent  to  the  Castle  hospital. — 27th  October 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  128 

560.  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Milroy,  Sanitary  Commissioner.  Fur- 

ther protest  against  the  gabion  rampart  on  sea  front 

of  Castle  hospital.— 27th  October  1855       -  -  128 

561.  Dr.  Hall  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir  R.  Airey  on  readiest 

means  of  learning  what  repairs  are  needed  in  hospital 
huts. — 1st  November  1855  -  -  -  -  129 


562.  Memorandum  by  Dr.  Hall  respecting  the  gabion 
563. 


564. 


565. 


566. 


Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Windham  as  to  damage  to 
hospital  huts  caused  by  explosioB. — 1 7  th  November 
1855  -  -  -  -  ,  . 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Windham  as  to  damage  to 
hospital  huts  caused  by  explosion. — 17th  November 
1855  -  -  -  •       -  - 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Windham  requesting  moi'e 
hut  accommodation  for  hospitals  of  4th  Division. — 
18th  November  1855  -  -  -  - 


129 


129 


129 


129 


Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Windham,  C.B.,  urging 
that  repairs  and  additions  be  made  to  hospital  mar- 
quees and  huts  of  some  sections  of  the  Artillery. — 
18th  November  1855  -  -  -  -  129 

567.  As  to  repairs  wanted  in  the  general  hospital.  -  -  130 

568.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Windham  C.B.,  as  to  provi- 

sion of  tents  and  other  protection  from  the  weather 
for  ensuing  campaign. — 17th  December  1855  -  130 

569.  Dr.  Hall  to  Major-General  Windham  on  the  insuffi- 

cient hospital  accommodation  of  various  regiments, 
and  as  to  circumstances  of  frost-bite  cases. — 27th 
December  1855       -  -  -  -  -  130 

672.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General,  Light  Division,  on  want  of  means  of  con- 
veyance of  medical  comforts. — 28th  March  1855     -  150 

673.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall,  reporting  as  to 

sanitary  measures  adopted  in  camp. — March  1855   -  150 

674.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  on  use  of  flannel 

shirts  and  cholera  belts  by  the  troops. — 30th  April 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  150 

675.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Assistant  Quarter- 

master-General of  the  expedition  on  want  of  order- 
lies for  the  hospital  ships. — 5th  May  1855    -  -  151 

676.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General,  Light  Division,  recommending  adoption  of 
French  latrines. — 20th  May  1855    -  -  -  151 

677.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  as  to  Surgeon 

Seaman's  omission  to  provide  due  medical  appliances 
for  the  72d  Regiment,  and  as  to  cholera  cases. — 4th 
June  1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  151 
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678 .  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall  on  delay  in  hold- 

ing a  medical  board  on  Colonel  Campbell,  90th  Regi- 
ment.—16th  June  18.5.5      -  -  -  -  151 

679.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall,  suggesting  better 

arrangement  for  the  sick  with  their  kits. — 26th  July 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  151 

680.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Codrington,  re- 

porting defects  in  the  arrangements  for  conveying 
the  sick  and  their  kits.— 6th  August  1855    -  -  151 

681.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  —  Darling,  Esq.,  reporting 

want  of  lime-juice  for  checking  scurvy. — 6th  Sep- 
tember 1855  -  -  -  -  -  152 

682.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Assistant  Quartermaster- 

General,  Light  Division,  inclosing  a  demand  for 
hospital  huts.— 26th  October  1855   -  -  -  152 

683.  Staff  Surgeon"'  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall,  reporting  defi- 

ciencies in  the  hospital  huts.  — 4th  November  1855  -  152 

684.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Deputy-Assistant 

Quartermaster- General,  requesting  two  new  hospital 
huts  for  7th  Kegiment.— 17th  November  1855        -  1.52 

685.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall.  A  memorandum 

on  delay  in  issue  of  wood  for  large  hospital  huts. 
22d  November  1855  -  -  -  -  152 

685.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander's  remarks  on  delay  in  nomi- 
nating ship  in  which  sick  officers  are  to  take  their 
passage. — 17lh  December  1855       .  -  -  152 

687.  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall,  (1)  accounting 
for  supplies  of  stores  being  kept  by  regimental  sur- 
geons; (2)  ophthalmic  cases. — 15th  December  1855  -  152 

705.  Extract  from  report  of  Surgeon  Furlong,  42d  High- 

landers, on  sanitary  measures  adopted  in  that  corps  -  156 

706.  Extract  as  to  sanitary  condition  of  the  Guards. — June 

1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  156 

707.  Extract  as  to  deaths  from  cholera  in  week  ending  9th 

June. — June  1855  -----  157 

708.  Extract  from  report  on  insalubrious  site  of  camp  of  the 

31st  Eegiment. — 16th  June  18,55     -  -  -  157 

709.  Extract  (from  Dr.  Linton's  weekly  observations)  as 

to  absence  of  appreciable  cause  of  intensity  of  cholera 
among  the  7  2d  Highlanders  ....  157 

785.  Dr.  Jameson,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class,  to  Dr.  Hall  on 

want  of  furniture  at  Abydos  hospital. — 16th  Decem- 
ber 1854     -  -  -  -  -  -  172 

786.  Dr.  Jameson  to  Inspector- General  ]\Ienzies  on  the 

wants  and  capabilities  of  the  hospital  at  Abydos. — 2d 
January  1855         -  -  -  -  -  172 

787.  Memorandum  by  Dr.  Jameson  as  to  repairs  and  ad- 

ditions wanted  in  the  fittings  and  furniture  of  Abydos 
hospital. — 6th  January  1855  -  -  -  172 

788.  Dr.  Jameson  to  the  Commandant  at  Abydos  on  want 

of  accommodation  for  convalescents  pending  their 
return  to  duty. — 1 1th  January  1855  -  -  172 

789.  Dr.  Jameson  to  the  Commandant  at  Abydos  on  resources 

as  regards  space,  and  on  the  organization  of  the 
hospital  establishment. — 25th  January  1855     -      -  172 

790.  Sir  J.  Hall  to  Dr.  Jameson,  directing  that  steps  be 

taken  to  supply  defects  in  furniture  and  fittings. — 
19th  January  1855  -  -  -  -  173 

'Captain  M'Donald,  Deputy-Assistant  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral, Scutari,  to  Captain  Harrison  on  the  disposal 
of  the  various  rooms  allotted  for  hospital  uses. — 28th 
January  1855. 

Captain  Harrison,  Commandant,  Abydos,  to  Dr. 
Jameson,  as  to  disposal  of  rooms  allotted  for  hospital 

791.  ^  uses. — 3d  February  1855. 

Dr.  Jameson  to  Dr.  Hall,  stating  that  he  is  authorized 
to  effect  some  alterations  in  hospital  premises.— 3d 
February  1855. 

Dr.  Jameson  to  — •  Calvert,  Esq.,  as  to  drainage  of 
|_  marshy  land  near  the  hospital. — 9th  February  1855  -  173 

792.  Memorandum   by  Dr.  Jameson  on  alterations  and 

additions  required  in  hospital  premises. — 16th  March 
1855  -  -  -  -  -  -  174 

"93.  Dr.  Jameson  to  Captain  Blacklin  on  repairs  and  altera- 
tions needed  in  the  hospital. — 22d  March  1855        -  174 

794.  Memorandum  by  Dr.  Jameson  on  alterations  needed 

in  hospital  premises.— 9th  April  1855  -        -  174 

795.  Dr.  Jameson  to  Captain  Blacklin,  suggesting  additions 

and  changes  in  hospital  premises. — 9th  April  1855.  -  175 

796.  Dr.  Jameson  to  Captain  AYaagermann,  forwarding-- 

memorandum  on  alterations  required  in  premises. — 
12th  April  1855      -  -  r  -  -  175 
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797.  Dr.  Jameson  to  Captain  Blacklin,  forwarding  memo- 
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No.  1. 

Dr.  Smith  to  theMilitary  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  21st  February  1854. 

As  I  have  reason  to  suspect  that  disease,  of  a 
very  serious  and  fatal  nature,  prevails  in  Turkey 
during  a  considerable  part  of  each  year,  that  is, 
between  July  and  March,  and  that  it  proves  particu- 
larly malignant  in  persons  not  natives  of  the  country, 
as  was  evinced  during  the  Russo-Turkish  campaign 
of  1828-9,  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  measures  ought 
to  be  ado])ted  Avithout  delay  to  ascertain  the  cha- 
racter of  the  complaints  which  2)revail,  the  locali- 
ties in  which  they  prove  the  most  severe,  and  the 
best  methods  of  treating  them,  if  these  have  been 
ascertained. 

This  information  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  obtained 
without  consideration  of  price  or  exertion,  and,  if 
practicable,  be  possessed  before  the  expeditionary 
force  lands  in  Turkey;  I  therefore  recommend  that 
three  of  the  staff  surgeons  of  the  first  class  (Urs. 
Dumljreck,  Linton,  and  Mitchell),  ordered  for  service 
with  the  army,  should  at  once  proceed  to  Constan- 
tinople, and,  on  their  arrival,  two  should  repair  to  the 
interior,  and  the  third  remain  at  the  capital,  each  in 
his  own  locality  seeking  the  information  which  is 
desired. 

The  exertions  of  these  officers,  however,  Avill  be 
comparatively  unproductive  if  they  appear  in  the 
country  simply  as  private  individuals,  therefore  to 
ensure  full  success  to  their  labours,  I  beg  to  submit 
that  the  senior.  Dr.  Dumbreck,  be  furnished  with  a 
letter  to  the  British  ambassador,  who,  I  propose, 
should  be  requested  to  advance  their  object  in  every 
possible  manner  ;  and,  aljove  all,  have  each  of  them 
supplied  with  an  intelligent  interpreter,  who  Avill  be 
able  to  converse  with  and  question  the  medical  prac- 
titioners, &c.,  in  the  country,  relative  to  the  objects 
of  inquiry.^ 

If  this  proposition  be  approved,  I  will,  if  I  receive 
autliority,  direct  them  to  make  the  best  of  their  way 
to  Constantinople,  either  by  Trieste  or  Marseilles. 

I  write  this  letter  at  the  suggestion  of  Lord 
Raglan,  after  having  satisfied  his  Lordship  that  the 
measure  I  propose  is  calculated  to  contribute  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  force  about  to  proceed  on 
service  up  the  Mediterranean. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 
P.S. — The  diseases  to  which  I  have  referred  are, 
from  July  to  September,  severe  remittent  and  inter- 
mittent fevers  ;  frona  September  to  December,  malig- 
nant dysentery  ;  and  from  December  to  February,  a 
fatal  form  of  typhus  fever.  This  I  have  learned  from 
oral  information,  and  the  few  scanty  documents  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting,  for  nothing  in 
the  shape  of  medical  works  exist  in  Turkey,  so  far  as 
I  can  discover,  which  are  calculated  to  furnish  any 
information  relative  to  the  diseases  of  Turkey. 

(Signed)       A.  S. 


No.  2. 

Sir  Richard  Aircy,  Military  Secretary,  to  the  Director 
General  of  the  Medical  Department. 

Sir,  Horse  Guards,  21st  February  1854. 

Having  submitted  to  the  General  Commanding- 
in-Chief  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  am  directed  to 


acquaint  you  that  whilst  his  Lordship  approves  of 
your  proposal  that  three  staff  surgeons  of  the  first 
class  should  at  once  proceed  to  Constantinople  for  the 
purjjose  of  ascertaining  what  are  the  diseases  most 
prevalent  in  Turkey  in  the  seasons  to  Avhich  you 
allude,  he  would  wish  that  one  of  these  officers  should 
proceed  to  Vienna  for  the  purpose  of  placing  himself 
in  communication  with  Dr.  Sigismund,  a  physician  of 
eminence  there,  who,  from  his  researches  and  travels 
in  Turkey  and  the  Danul)ian  provinces,  is  possessed 
of  the  most  valuable  information;  and  to  this  end 
Lord  Hardinge  Avill  not  hesitate  to  give  to  the  officer 
Avhom  you  may  select  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the 
Eai'l  of  Westmoreland. 

I  am  to  add  that  application  will  at  once  be  made 
to  the  War  Office  for  the  granting  the  travelling 
expenses  of  the  medical  officer  to  be  ordered  to 
Vienna,  &c.,  and  for  the  passage  allowance  of  those 
officers  Avhom  you  may  order  to  Constantinople. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Richakd  Airev. 

The  Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  3. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Mr.  J.  Mitchell. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27tli  February  1854. 

It  having  been  decided  that  you  are  to  accom- 
pany Staii'  Surgeon  First  Class  Linton  to  Constan- 
tinople for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  letter  Avliich 
has  been  addressed  to  him,  and  Avhich  you  Avill  be 
good  enougli  to  peruse.  I  request,  after  both  of  you 
have  obtained  through  the  British  amliassador  the 
facilities  necessary  to  enable  you  to  enter  on  the 
inquiries  you  are  expected  to  make,  and  which  are 
noted  in  the  letter  you  .are  required  to  peruse,  you  will 
direct  your  attention  to  Constantinople  itself,  and  to 
the  districts  south  and  AA'Cst  of  Adrianople;  those 
beyond  Avill  have  the  attention  of  Dr.  Linton. 

Whenever  occasions  offer,  you  will  take  care  to 
make  me  acquainted  Avith  your  proceedings. 

I  have,  8fc. 
(Signed)       A.  Saiith, 
Mr.  J.  Mitchell,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 

No.  4. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Dumhrcch. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
.Sir,  Department,  27th  February  1854. 

With  reference  to  \'erbal  instructions  in  detail 
Avhich  you  haA-e  already  received  touching  the  in- 
quiries you  are  required  to  make  at  Vienna,  and  on 
your  route  from  thence  to  Constantinoiile,  Avith  a  view 
to  acquire  full  information  regarding  the  diseases  of 
the  Danubian  provinces  and  the  districts  to  the  south 
as  far  as  Constantinople,  I  have  noAv  to  request  you  Avill 
proceed  Avithout  delay  to  Vienna,  and  on  arrival  there 
deliA^er  the  tAvo  letters  hercAvith  enclosed,  one  for  the 
Earl  of  Westmoreland,  and  the  other  for  Dr.  Sigismund. 

You  Avill  explain  to  the  Earl  the  object  of  your 
inquiries,  and  solicit  from  him  Avhat  assistance  you 
may  find  Avill  be  necessary  to  the  success  of  your 
enterprise.  Among  the  items  of  assistance  you  will 
require  Avill  be  an  able  interpreter,  Avho,  besides 
understanding  English,  should,  if  possible,  speak  the 
several  languages  of  the  countries  through  Avhich  you 
Avill  have  to  pass, 
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Dr.  Sigismund  will  no  doubt  furnish  you  with 
much  valuable  information,  as  he  is  reputed  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  Danubian  districts  and  their 
diseases. 

Knowing  as  I  do  your  energy  and  abilities,  I  cal- 
culate you  will,  by  the  time  you  reach  Constantinople, 
have  acquired  such  an  amount  of  information  in  regard 
of  the  climate  of  the  Principalities  and  of  Turkey,  of 
the  diseases  which  affect  their  inhabitants,  and  of  the 
periods  when  these  usually  occur,  as  will  prove  of  the 
utmost  advantage,  should  the  force  now  under  orders 
to  sail  for  the  Mediterranean  have  to  proceed  to  the 
interior  of  Turkey. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Dumbreck,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.    &c.  Director  General. 

P.S. — You  will  be  pleased  to  write  me  as  frequently 
as  you  can,  making  me  acquainted  with  all  your 
proceedings. 


No.  5. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  W.  Linton. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27t]i  February  1854. 

It  being  thought  necessary  that  two  staff  sur- 
geons of  the  first  class  should  be  dispatched  to 
Constantinople,  with  a  view  to  obtain,  as  far  as  may 
be  practicable,  information  relative  to  the  climate  of 
Turkey,  and  its  diseases,  &c.,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  Dr.  Mitchell  and  yourself  have  been  selected  for 
that  duty,  and  to  request  you  will  proceed  thither 
without  delay,  via  Trieste. 

The  enclosed  letter  for  the  British  ambassador 
informs  him  for  what  purpose  you  are  sent,  and  in  it 
he  is  I'equested  to  ensure  you  Avliatever  facilities  you 
may  consider  necessary  to  the  success  of  your  inquiry. 

Your  first  duty  will  be,  conjointly  Avith  Dr.  Mit- 
chell, to  proceed  to  the  embassy,  deliver  the  letter, 
and  at  the  same  time  make  known  your  wants,  so 
that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  entering  on  the  investiga- 
tion you  are  required  to  make,  as  you  cannot  foresee 
how  soon  the  information  you  are  in  quest  of  may  be 
required. 

The  presence  of  two  (Dr.  Mitchell  and  yourself) 
at  Constantinople  is  not  considered  desirable  ;  you 
will,  therefore,  after  having  made  the  necessary  pre- 
liminary arrangements,  proceed  toward  the  interior, 
taking  the  routes  which  armies  having  to  advance 
towards  the  Balkan  would  most  likely  take,  and 
visiting  the  localities  which  most  likely  would  consti- 
tute halting-places  or  sites  of  encampments  for  such 
armies.  The  diseases  which  occur  in  these  places 
and  their  neighbourhoods  you  will  make  every  effort 
to  ascertain,  and  you  will  note  particularly  any  lo- 
calities in  these  routes  which  may  be  either  considered 
peculiar  from  their  unhealthiness,  or  the  contrary. 

It  is  not  intended  you  should  pass  the  Balkan 
mountains;  you  will,  therefore,  on  reaching  them 
return  again  towards  the  south,  and  l)y  a  different 
route  to  Constantinople. 

I  feel  it  unnecessary  to  impress  on  you  the  expe- 
diency of  your  return  to  Constantinople  as  soon  as 
possible  ;  at  the  same  time  no  inquiries,  promising 
useful  results,  should  be  omitted  for  the  sake  of 
expedition. 

Dr.  Mitchell,  on  your  leaving,  will  enter  on  inqui- 
ries similar  to  those  to  which  your  attention  is  to  be 
directed;  his,  however,  will  be  limited  to  Constan- 
tinople, and  the  districts  south  of  Adrianople. 

Whenever  an  opportunity  occurs,  you  will  take 
care  to  acquaint  me  of  your  proceedings. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  W.  Linton,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.     &c.  Director  General, 


No.  6. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  7th  March  1854. 

Having  reason  to  fear  that  cholera  may  occur 
among  the  troops  proceeding  up  the  Mediterranean 
should  they  be  employed  during  the  summer  in 
Turkey,  I  have  the  honour  to  recommend  for  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Secretary  at  War 
that  the  enclosed  requisition  for  cholera  belts  may  be 
complied  with.  Ai-ticles  of  this  kind  were  used  with 
advantage  during  the  last  outbreak  of  cholera  in  this 
country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Dep.  Secretary  at  War,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


Eequired  for  issue  to  the  troops  proceeding  to 
Turkey  in  the  event  of  cholera  appearing  amongst 
them — 

Cholera  belts        -  -  -  40,000 

(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 


No.  7. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  23d  March  1854, 

Having  during  the  last  three  weeks  been 
engaged  in  observing  how  far  the  means  which  have 
been  adopted  with  a  view  to  ventilation  of  tents  are 
efficient,  I  have  found  them  far  from  being  so,  as  the 
painted  canvas  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  maintain 
patent  the  opening  through  which  the  impure  air 
from  the  tent  should  escape.  In  consequence,  I  have 
had  some  appliances  constructed  of  tin  whicli,  in  my 
opinion,  would  effect  the  results  desired;  but  Mr. 
Stacey,  the  principal  storekeeper  at  the  Tower,  to 
whom  they  have  been  shown,  conceives  that  the  tin 
will,  from  rusting,  eventually  cause  the  destruction 
of  the  canvas,  and  that  some  other  material,  not  liable 
to  that  objection,  should,  if  possible,  be  substituted 
for  it. 

Assuming  this  may  be  accomplished,  I  would 
recommend  that  inquiry  be  immediately  made  in 
order  that  the  substance  best  suited  for  the  purpose 
be  employed,  and  that  500  of  the  smaller  sort  for 
bell  tents,  and  300  of  the  larger  for  hospital  mar- 
quees, should  be  provided  with  all  possible  speed,  and 
sent  to  Turkey  for  trial  and  observation. 

The  appliances  of  tin  to  which  I  have  referred 
were  left  on  Monday  at  the  Tower  with  Mr.  Stacey. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  8. 

Dr.  Dumbreck  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Widdin,  Bulgaria, 
Sir,  23d  March  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  notify  to  you  my  arrival 
in  this  city,  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  instant,  after 
a  journey  of  seven  days  from  Belgrade. 

I  have  received  from  the  Governor  General  of 
Bulgaria,  Sami  Pacha,  much  personal  kindness.  I 
write  from  under  his  roof,  and  I  have  his  assurances 
that  my  further  progress  shall  receive  his  assistance. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  make  you  aware  of  the  value 
of  his  aid  and  kindness  in  the  present  state  of  this 
barbarous  country,  where  the  means  of  travel,  always 
bad,  are  more  or  less  arrested  by  the  state  of  war, 
and  where  every  sort  of  personal  privation  must  be 
endured.  .  )  -nai  l,  ('.-fc.^  -u: 
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Between  this  place  and  Kalafat  there  is  now  con- 
centrated a  force  of  35,000  Turks,  18,000  regulars. 
The  sick  from  the  latter  place,  where  the  duty  is 
most  harrassing  and  severe,  are  brought  across  the 
Danube  to  Widdin,  which,  always  an  unhealthy 
town,  is  now  a  hot-bed  of  disease,  typhus  and  dysen- 
tery being  the  ailments  prevailing  among  the  soldiers, 
and  indeed  among  the  civil  population  also.  Among 
the  former  the  mortality  is  very  great.  As  many  as 
34  men  have  died  of  disease  in  the  hospitals  in  one 
day,  and  this  great  loss  has  been  going  on  for  some 
time,  and  this  altogether  from  the  diseases  I  have 
spoken  of,  as  there  are  not  more  than  30  wounded 
now  here.  A  few  days  since  1,700  sick  were  in 
hospital;  about  1,400  are  now  ill. 

These  poor  fellows  have  to  endure  many  privations; 
their  sufferings,  both  out  of  hospital  and  while  there, 
are  borne  Avitli  all  the  resignation  for  which  this 
fatalist  people  are  remarkable.  I  suppose  there  was 
never  any  national  movement  so  universal  as  this. 
Every  Tui-k  who  can  leave  his  home,  and  lind  fire- 
arms, is  making  for  the  seat  of  war.  Albanians, 
some  mere  boys,  are  flocking  in  in  crowds. 

I  have  visited  the  principal  hospitals,  where  I 
saw  betAveen  700  and  800  men.  Barracks  have 
been  vacated  for  the  use  of  the  sick.  I  cannot  say 
much  for  these  hospitals.  "Ventilation  is  rendered 
difficult  from  the  extreme  cold  pi-evailing  (during  the 
last  four  days  of  my  journey  to  this  place  it  snowed), 
and  the  tainted  and  infected  air  of  the  wards  gives 
their  inmates  but  a  poor  chance  of  recovery. 

I  saw  about  20  of  the  wounded  at  Citate,  nearly 
all  wounds  of  the  extremities,  without  fracture,  from 
grape  and  musketry.  I  saw  no  case  where  ampu- 
tation had  been  performed.  A  Turk  prefers  death 
to  dismemberment  or  mutilation  from  surgery,  and 
I  fear  the  poor  men  are  allowed  to  have  their  own 
way  here.  Medical  officers  dare  not  perform  these 
operations  without  the  consent  of  the  military 
officers;  and  if  sanction  is  given,  they  must  also 
guarantee  the  success  of  the  proposed  operation,  as, 
if  the  patient  dies,  the  operation  is  l)lamed  as  the 
cause  of  this  result  altogether.  I  fear  that  military 
surgery  is  at  a  low  ebb  in  the  Turkish  army. 

This  place  becomes  almost  uninhabitable  from 
marsh  fever  as  the  season  advances,  and  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  remove  the  hospitals  from  this  to  Lom 
Palanka,  a  more  salubrious  town  than  Widdin,  to  the 
eastward  on  the  Danube,  some  eight  hours  from 
hence. 

It  would  be  premature  in  me,  till  I  confirm  my 
present  impressions  by  more  extended  observations, 
to  say  anything  herein  the  shape  of  recommendations 
for  our  army,  but  one  thing  appears  to  me  most 
urgent.  The  winter  climate  of  these  coimtries  is 
most  severe,  and  our  men  are  not  now  clad  well 
enough  to  enable  them  to  resist  it.  We  cannot  have 
too  nuich  liedding,  and  the  supplies  of  food  and 
nutriment  cannot  be  too  great;  as,  without  good  food 
and  clothing  in  these  pestiferous  places,  our  well- 
cared-for  soldiery  would  be  decimated  in  a  few  weeks. 
The  air  is  surcharged  with  the  elements  of  disease; 
and  if  we  are  deficient  in  the  supplies  on  Avliich  the 
maintenance  of  their  stamina  depends,  Ave  shall  have 
much  to  contend  Avith.  When  I  reach  Constantinople 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  of  these  matters  in  a 
more  formal  manner. 

I  trust  you  Avill  excuse  the  rambling,  desultory 
style  of  this  letter  ;  but  in  my  present  nomadic 
state,  with  many  interruptions  and  arrangements  to 
make,  I  need  scarce  oft'er  any  apology. 

Dr.  Frasy,  the  gentleman  given  to  mc  as  a  com- 
panion by  the  consul  general  at  Belgrade,  is  a  most 
intelligent  man.  Without  him  I  should  have  been 
unable  to  have  got  on  in  this  country.  I  trust  I 
shall  l)e  able  to  dispense  Avith  his  further  companion- 
ship at  Shumla,  as  his  presence  Avith  me  Avill  form  a 
large  addition  to  the  outlay  of  this  journey.  The 
expenses  of  travelling  here  are  enormous.  In 
coming  through  Servia  the  journey  was  made  on 
horseback  to  a  frontier  toAvn,  Nigotin.    Here  the 


horses  Avere  not  forthcoming;  but  we  got  two  of  the 
carts  of  the  country,  and,  seated  on  some  hay,  were 
ti-ansported  in  that  primitive  manner  for  nearly  four- 
teen hours,  at  an  outlay  of  something  above  three 
jjounds  sterling.    No  remedy  for  this  state  of  things. 

To-morrow  we  start  on  horseback  for  Shumla, 
which  we  shall  not  reach  in  much  less  than  ten 
days.  From  thence  I  think  I  shall  go  to  Varna,  and 
then  returning  to  Shumla,  cross  some  one  of  the 
Balkan  passes. 

While  I  write  the  guns  at  Kalafat  are  making 
themselves  heard,  fu-ing  every  now  and  then  on 
reconnoitring  parties  of  Russians. 

I  scarcely  hoped  I  should  have  been  able  to  have 
Avritten  to  you  from  this  place,  but  I  find  the  Pasha 
is  sending  despatches  to  Belgrade,  and  I  consign  this 
through  him  to  our  consul  general  there. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck,  M.D., 
Dr.  Smith,  Staff  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  9. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  13th  April  1854. 

Peat  charcoal  having  been  found  very  useful 
at  Fort  Pitt,  Fort  Clarence,  and  the  camp  at  Chob- 
ham,  in  destroying  the  disagreeable  and  noxious 
odours  which  arise  from  privies  and  other  localities 
where  animal  and  vegetable  matters  are  undergoing 
decomposition,  I  have  the  honour  to  recommend  that 
20  CAvt.  of  it  should  be  provided  and  sent  to  Turkey, 
to  be  issued  l)y  the  commissariat  department  when- 
ever it  may  appear  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  army 
to  be  required. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No,  10. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  13th  April  1854. 

The  information  I  have  acquired  in  the  course 
of  the  last  six  weeks  in  reference  to  Turkey  and  the 
Danubian  provinces,  their  climate,  and  the  effects  the 
climate  produces  on  the  human  constitution,  causes  me 
to  fear  the  British  troops,  aliout  to  be  in  all  probability 
actively  employed  in  opposing  the  Russians  in  the  East, 
Avill  suffer  seriously  in  health  if  every  means  of  avert- 
ing disease  lie  not  vigourously  observed  from  the  time 
they  land  on  the  Turkish  shores. 

The  means  suited  to  effect  this  Avill  be  found  to  be 
numerous,  and  must  in  a  great  degree  be  left  to  the 
wisdom  and  energy  of  the  local  authorities  of  the 
army,  Avhose  duty  and  interest  it  Avill  be  to  maintain, 
as  far  as  practicable,  the  efficiency  of  the  force  ;  but 
there  is  one  of  them,  liOAvever,  and  a  Aery  if  .not  the 
most  important  one,  Avhich  should  in  my  opinion  be 
considered  in  this  country,  because  AvhatcA-er  is  to  be 
effected  in  regard  to  it  must,  in  a  great  measure  at 
least,  be  accomplished  here,  and  at  a  cost  to  the  pub- 
lic Avhich  renders  it  more  than  any  of  the  others  it 
Avill  be  necessary  to  adopt,  a  subject  for  the  delibe- 
ratioji  of  the  home  authorities.  I  allude  to  a  proper 
adaptation  of  the  clothing  of  the  soldier  to  the  pecu- 
liarities of  the  climate,  and  the  kind  of  duty  on  Avhich 
he  is  to  be  engaged. 

If  such  adaptation  be  admitted  to  be  necessary  and 
l)e  effected,  there  is  CA-ery  reason,  I  think,  to  expect 
highly  beneficial  results  ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  be 
disregarded,  sickness  and  inefficiency  beyond  Avhat 
Avould  otherwise  occur  must  be  expected ;  indeed  so 
certain  does  it  appear  to  me  that  the  one  or  the  other 
will  be  the  consequence,  according  to  the  course 
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which  is  adopted,  that  I  feel  I  should  be  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  my  duty  did  I  not  earnestly  solicit  for 
the  subject  a  sj^ecial  consideration. 

The  dress  the  soldier  now  ordinarily  Avears,  and 
the  mode  in  which  he  is  required  to  wear  it,  may  not 
conduce  in  any  very  material  degree  to  disease  dur- 
ing times  of  peace,  when  he  is  neither  subjected  to 
long  and  great  exertions,  nor  exposed  to  a  continu- 
ance of  intemperate  and  variable  weather  ;  but  very 
different  will  be  the  results  when,  as  in  times  of  war, 
he  is  otherwise  circumstanced.  Then  its  many  defects 
are  conspicuous,  and  it  is  then  that  it  is  found  to  be 
neither  suitable  to  high  nor  to  low  temperatures  ; 
when  the  former  prevails  it  proves  oppressive,  when 
the  latter,  it  is  unequal  to  ensure  tlie  degree  of 
warmth  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  health. 

In  Turkey  and  the  provinces,  the  Britisli  forces 
will  be  exposed  to  great  heat  as  well  as  to  great  cold. 
During  the  summer  they  will  often  have  to  march, 
and  probably  oppose  the  enemy,  when  the  thermo- 
meter in  the  shade  indicates  91  and  92  degrees  of 
temperature,  and  in  winter  to  an  amount  of  cold 
much  greater  and  more  continued  than  that  to  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  in  their  native  country. 

That  these  will  happen  I  have  every  reason  to 
expect,  and  in  consequence  I  feel  constrained  to  re- 
commend that  an  inquiry  should  be  instituted,  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  if  it  is  practicable  to  adopt  mea- 
sures whereby  the  dress  of  the  soldier  may  be  made 
to  contribute  more  than  it  now  does  to  his  comfort 
and  his  health,  and  should  such  inquiry  be  considered 
advisable,  I  take  leave  to  recommend, — 

1st.  That  the  red  coat,  more  especially  the  red  coat 
tightly  buttoned  to  the  body,  should  be  discontinued 
during  tlie  hot  weather  of  summer. 

2d.  That  a  loose  garment  of  lighter  material,  for 
instance,  one  somewhat  resembling  the  blouse  used  in 
France  or  the  smock-frock  in  England,  should  be  sub- 
stituted for  it. 

This  garment  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  of  a  tex- 
ture that  Avill  admit  of  its  being  rendered  waterproof, 
and  should  be  so  capacious  as  to  permit  of  its  being 
warn  over  the  red  coat  in  winter,  or  over  the  jacket 
during  the  cold  chilly  nights  Avhich  often  occur  in 
Turkey  during  the  sjjring,  the  summer,  and  the  autumn 
months. 

This  vestment  ought  I  tliink  to  be  confined  tightly 
to  the  body  in  the  region  of  the  loins,  by  means  of  a 
circular  belt  at  least  four  inches  in  breadth,  the  latter, 
if  of  this  width,  will  prove  most  agreeable  and  use- 
ful to  the  soldier  on  the  line  of  march. 

3d.  That  the  head  dress  at  present  worn  by  both 
infantry  and  cavalry  soldiers  should  be  laid  aside 
during  the  hot  season,  and  a  substitute  furnished  not 
so  calculated  as  black  felt,  bear  skin,  and  such  like 
materials  to  accumulate  heat. 

It  is  most  imj)ortant  that  the  head  should  not  be 
over-heated  or  over-loaded,  for  even  the  natives  of 
Turkey  suffer  much  from  headache  and  coup  de  soleil; 
nay,  apoplexy  is  occasionally  produced  by  the  great 
heat  of  the  sun  which  frequently  jn-evails  during  the 
summer  season. 

4th.  That  the  leathern  stock  should  be  discon- 
tinued so  long  as  the  troops  are  employed  in  the  field. 
In  summer  no  substitute  beyond  the  collar  of  the 
shirt  or  of  the  garment  already  described  will  gene- 
rally be  necessary  ;  in  winter,  however,  a  handker- 
chief will  be  required  to  secure  againts  colds  and  sore 
throat,  which  will  prove  frequent  complaints  if  the 
men  have  not  a  proper  protection  for  the  neck. 

oth.  That  each  man  should  be  in  possession  of  one 
or  two  flannel  shirts  or  waistcoats,  also  one  or  two 
pairs  of  flannel  drawers,  and  two  pairs  of  worsted 
stockings. 

If  these  alterations  and  additions  be  thought  neces- 
sary, I  strongly  recommend  that  they  be  eflected  at 
the  cost  of  the  public  and  not  of  the  soldier. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith. 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

8fC,  &c. 


No.  11. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  John  Forrest. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  13th  April  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  promotion  to  the  rank 
of  deputy  inspector  general  of  hospitals  for  service 
Avith  the  force  ordered  to  Turkey  under  command  of 
Lord  Eaglan,  I  have  now  to  request  you  Avill  imme- 
diately proceed  to  Gallipoli,  via  Trieste,  and  report 
yourself  to  Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  BroAvn, 
commanding  there,  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  the 
medical  charge  of  Avhatever  portion  of  the  Btitish 
force  you  may  find  at  the  station,  and  you  Avill  con- 
tinue to  discharge  the  duties  of  principal  medical 
officer  at  Gallipoli,  until  you  shall  be  superseded  by 
some  medical  officer  senior  to  yourself  joining  the 
force.  You  will  be  guided  in  your  duties  by  the 
general  regulations  of  the  service. 

Immediately  on  your  arrival  you  will  make  a  mi- 
nute inspection  of  Gallipoli  and  its  vicinity,  and  fur- 
nish me  as  speedily  as  possible  with  a  topographical 
description  of  both,  in  which  you  will  specially 
remark  on  the  water  required  to  be  used  for  drink 
and  culinary  purposes.  You  will  also  state  from  what 
sources  it  is  obtained,  and  if  it  is  procurable  in  suffi- 
cient quantity. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  many  items  on  which  I  shall 
expect  full  information  from  you  as  soon  as  possible 
after  your  arrival. 

You  will  also  be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  are  the 
diseases  of  Gallipoli,  and  Avhat  remedies  are  usually 
employed  in  their  cure. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  John  Forrest,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  12. 

Dr.  Dumbreck  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Sir,  Constantinople,  I7th  April  1854, 

I  have  the  honour  to  notify  to  you  my  arrival 
yesterday  at  this  place. 

I  last  addressed  you  on  the  23d  ultimo  from 
Widdin  ;  on  the  24th  I  started  by  the  postal  road  to 
the  eastward  for  Lom  Palanka.  An  attack  of  inter- 
mittent, contracted  at  Widdin,  which  seized  me  that 
evening,  detained  me  in  Lom  Palanka  till  the  26th, 
on  Avhicli  day  I  jwoceeded  to  Rahova  or  Orahava  ; 
here  the  road  leading  to  the  eastward  leaves  the 
Danube,  going  southward  to  the  town  of  Pleono, 
which  I  visited,  and  following  the  same  line  of  com- 
munication— that  by  which  an  army  from  Varna, 
Shumla,  or  Roustchouck,  would  advance  westward, — 
I  successively  visited  the  inland  towns  of  Lovtcha, 
Selvi,  and  Timova. 

Lovtcha  and  Timova  are  places  of  considerable 
importance  in  reference  to  the  objects  of  my  journey, 
as  these  two  towns  possess,  in  my  opinion,  the  requi- 
site sanitary  and  other  conditions  to  render  them  for 
an  army  advanced  beyond  them  towards  the  west  the 
most  eligible  spots  where  hospitals  in  rear  might  be 
formed.  Timova  for  a  large  establishment,  Lovtcha 
for  one  of  less  extent. 

At  Timova,  I  again  turned  towards  the  Danube  by 
the  way  of  Biela,  proceeding  to  Roustchouck,  remain- 
ing also  to  visit  Turtukai  find  Silistria ;  but  as  I 
found  that  the  Russians  had  crossed  to  the  right  bank 
of  the  river  in  force  at  Matchin,  and  had  their  out- 
jjosts  advanced  some  twenty  hours  south,  as  far  as 
the  Kara  Sorv,  I  abandoned  this  intention,  particu- 
larly as  the  Turkish  garrison  of  Turtukai  had  been 
withdrawn  (leaving  there  only  a  fcAv  irregulars),  and 
Avas  falling  back  hy  forced  marches  on  Shumla.  I 
therefore  proceeded  to  that  city  by  way  of  Rasgrad. 
From  Shumla  I  took  the  postal  road  across  the  Bal- 
kans (greater  and  lesser)  by  the  pass  of  Selemno, 
visiting  on  my  Avay  the  toAvns  of  Delmna,  Osman 
Bazar,  Kazan,  &c.  in  Bulgaria,  and  the  tOAvns  of 
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Selemno,  Jamboli,  &c.  in  Roumelia,  following  tlie 
course  of  the  river  Timjal  on  to  Adrianople  ;  here 
I  parted  with  my  companion  and  proceeded  to 
Constantinople. 

The  endemic  diseases  of  the  Danubian  provinces 
are  only  periodic  fevers,  with  their  sequela^,  and  dy- 
sentery. We  find  these  diseases  by  the  marsy  banks 
of  the  Danube,  and  in  the  deep  sunk  ill-ventilated 
towns  at  the  bottom  of  Alpine  valleys,  where  there 
ai'e  no  marslies  or  other  very  obvious  sources  of 
malaria.  I  shall  proceed  immediately  to  Avrite  my 
report  of  this  journey,  when  I  shall  convey  in  detail 
what  I  may  have  been  able  to  collect. 

I  append  an  account  of  my  daily  employment  since 
I  left  Belgrade.  By  starting  soon  after  daybreak  I  had 
always  ample  time  to  inforna  myself  of  what  I  desired 
to  know  in  the  towns  visited.  You  will  appreciate 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  exact  information,  when  I 
tell  you  that  there  is  not  from  Widdin  to  Adrianople 
one  resident  medical  practitioner,  except  at  Koust- 
chouk,  where  the  Prussian  consul  is  of  that  pro- 
fession. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck,  M.D. 
Dr.  Smith,  Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


tion  of  wells  and  purification  of  the  water,  an  extract 
from  the  letter  of  instructions  from  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle to  Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  Brown. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  the 
General  Commanding  -  in  -  Chief,  tliat  the  senior 
medical  officers  wlio  proceeded  to  Turkey  some 
weeks  ago  to  make  in(piiries  relative  to  the  climate 
of  the  country,  and  to  oljtain  information  on  every 
point  likely  to  conduce  to  health  or  disease,  will 
rejiort  upon  the  water  which  is  obtainable,  and  will 
notify  to  General  Brown  and  others  in  what  situa- 
tions good  water  is  to  l)e  found,  and  also  what  means 
should  be  taken  to  purify  water  which  may  I'equire  to 
be  subjected  to  that  process. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  communication  I  have 
l)een  expecting  the  opportunity  of  perusing  a  report 
in  reference  to  Gallipoli,  but  as  what  I  have  desired 
has  not  been  afforded,  I  feel  it  now  my  duty  to  offer 
the  foregoing  observations,  and  to  state  that  I  will 
add  to  them,  if  I  find  I  am  fortunate  enough  to  obtain 
any  information  which  is  likely  to  prove  interesting 
or  useful. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


Journey  from  Belgrade  to  Constantinople. 


Date. 

Name  of  Towns,  &c. 

Postal 
Hours. 

Honrs. 

Mar. 

IT) 

Belgrade  to  Geolchka 

41 

16 

(ileotchka  to  Poparawitch 
Poparawitcli  to  Nerisnitza 

10 

17 

10 

18 

Nerisnitza  to  Milanawitch 

9 

19 

Milanawitch  to  Breza  Palanka 

6 

)) 

20 

Breza  Palanka  to  Nigotin 

6 

>> 

21 

Nigotin  to  Widdin 

131 
in  cart. 

22,  23 

Widdin. 

)j 

24 

Widdin  to  Lom  Palanka 

10 

j> 

25 

Lom  Palanka. 

>» 

26 

Lom  Palanka  to  Rahova 

12 

>> 

27 

Rahova  to  Pleono 

12 

3) 

28 

Pleono  to  Lovtcha 

6 

)» 

29 

Lovtcha  to  Selvi 

6 

>> 

30 

Selvi  to  Temova 

8 

)) 

31 

Timova  to  Biela 

9 

Apri! 

1 

Biela  to  Roustchouk 

9 

)) 

2 

Roustchouk. 

») 

3 

Roustchouk  to  Rasgrad 

10 

)) 

4 

Rasgrad  to  Shumla 

8 

„  5  &  6 

Shunda. 

)) 

7 

Shumla  to  Osman  Bazar 

10  ' 

>» 

8 

Osman  Bazar  to  Valtcher 

10 

>j 

9 

Valtcher  to  Jamboli 

8 

>) 

10 

Jamboli  to  Carpcha 

5 

Compa- 

j> 

11 

Carpclia  to  Adrianople 

nion  ill. 
13 

5> 

12 

Adrianople. 

JJ 

13 

Adrianoj)le  to  Bingos 

14 

5> 

14 

Bingas  to  Tchorla 

10 

)> 

15 

Tchorla  to  Eskmedsche 

14 

» 

16 

Eskmedsche  to  Constantinople 

6 

(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck,  M.D. 

Dep.  Inspector  General. 


No.  14. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Militarij  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  28th  April  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  13th 
instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  sul)mit,  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  General  Conimauding-in-Chief,  the 
enclosed  extract  from  a  communication  I  have 
received  from  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals, 
Dr.  Dumbreck,  dated  Widdin,  Bulgaria,  23rd  March 
1854. 

Of  the  severity  of  the  climate  during  winter  we 
liave  ample  proofs;  and  on  that  account  I  beg  most 
earnestly  to  recommend  that  timely  measures  be 
resorted  to  with  a  view  to  protect  the  troops  against 
the  inclement  weather  to  which  they  will  be  exposed 
should  they  have  to  pass  the  coming  winter  either  in 
Turkey  or  the  principalities. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General, 

&c.  &c. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Deputy  Inspector 
General  of  Hospitals,  Dr.  Dumln-eck,  dated 
Widdin,  Bulgaria,  23rd  March  1854. 

"  It  would  be  premature  in  me,  till  I  confirm  my 
present  impressions  by  more  extended  observations, 
to  say  anything  here  in  the  shape  of  recommenda- 
tions for  our  army,  but  one  thing  appears  to  me  most 
urgent, — the  winter  climate  of  these  countries  is  most 
severe,  and  our  men  are  not  now  clad  well  enough  to 
enable  them  to  resist  it.  We  cannot  have  too  much 
bedding,  and  the  supplies  of  food  and  nutriment  cannot 
be  too  great,  as  without  good  food  and  clothing  in  these 
pestiferous  places  our  Avell-cared-for  soldiery  would  be 
decimated  in  a  few  weeks;  the  air  is  surcharged  Avith 
the  elements  of  disease,  and  if  we  are  deficient  in  the 
supplies  on  which  the  maintenance  of  tlieir  stamina  de- 
pends, we  shall  have  much  to  contend  with.  When  I 
reach  Constantinople  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  of 
these  matters  in  a  more  formal  manner." 


No.  13. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  MHif<u\i/  Sccretari/. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  21st  April  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  24tli  ultimo,  transmitting,  for  any 
observations  I  may  have  to  ofJier  respecting  the  forma- 


No.  15. 

Mr.  jVetizies  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Head  Quarters  at  Scutari, 
Sir,  Constantinople,  29th  Aiu-il  1854, 

In  reporting  to  you  my  arrival  here  with  the 
rest  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  "  Emperor  "  steam 
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ship  from  England  on  the  23rd  instant,  I  have  at  the 
same  time  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  whole 
British  force  now  assembled  here  amounts  to  up- 
wards of  10,000  men,  and  consists  of  the  following 
regiments,  viz.,  three  battalions  of  the  Guards  just 
landed  from  Malta,  7th  Royal  Fusiliers,  23rd,  33rd, 
41st,  47th,  49th,  77th,  88th,  9otli,  a  company  of  the 
19th  Regiment,  and  140  men  of  the  Royal  Sappers 
and  Miners. 

Of  the  above  force,  only  three  regiments  are 
quartered  in  the  barracks,  although  there  is  ample 
accommodation  for  4,000  men,  the  rest  being  en- 
camped a  little  to  the  eastward  of  the  town  in  a 
liealthy,  dry,  elevated  position. 

The  hospital  arrangements  have  neai-ly  been  com- 
pleted for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  of  all  corps 
now  arrived,  and  are  attended  by  their  own  medical 
officers,  assisted  by  the  Stati'.  As  the  space  allotted 
to  us  (which  consists  of  three  sides  of  a  square  of  the 
uppermost  storey,  the  Turks  using  the  two  lower 
ranges  for  their  hospital  and  bath-houses)  will  only 
give  us  room  for  256  patients,  all  minor  cases  of 
disease  have  to  be  treated  in  barracks  or  under 
canvas.  Fortunately  we  have  only  to-day  155  sick 
in  hospital,  which  is  a  small  proportion  for  the 
strength,  and  the  cases  of  disease  under  treatment 
are  of  an  ordinary  character,  and  principally  the 
result  of  exposure  to  the  solar  rays,  and  heavy  cold 
dews  at  night;  there  are  also  some  cases  of  ophthalmia 
in  hospital  arising  from  similar  causes  and  dust.  I 
must  reserve  what  further  remarks  I  may  have  to 
offer  respecting  the  position  of  the  barracks  and 
hospital,  with  the  accommodation  which  each  is 
capable  of  affording,  until  another  time. 

There  has  been  much  inconvenience  experienced 
here  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  books  and 
stationary  of  all  kinds  necessary  for  hospital  pur- 
poses, and  which  can  only  be  procured  here  at  a  very 
high  charge,  and  few  articles  of  which  can  be  had 
at  all. 

Having  been  appointed  by  Dr.  Dumbreck,  Deputy 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  to  conduct  the  duties 
of  principal  medical  officer  in  his  absence  at  Scutari, 
(he  being  located  at  Constantinople,  which  is  sepa- 
rated by  the  Bosphorus,  making  his  visit  of  inspec- 
tion each  morning),  and  to  see  that  all  details  of 
duty  connected  with  the  establishment  are  duly 
carried  out,  I  have  accordingly  taken  up  my  quarters 
in  the  hospital,  and  established  my  office  there,  having 
Messrs.  Robb  and  Pink  as  my  clerks,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  Dr.  Grier,  92d  Regiment,  professional 
assistant,  who  also  occupies  a  quarter  near  me.  We 
have  our  own  sentries  at  the  hospital  entrance,  and 
every  care  is  taken  to  prevent  irregularities  from 
being  committed;  and  measures  of  a  sanitary  nature 
are  also  being  talcen  by  tlie  authorities,  at  the  recom- 
mendation from  time  to  time  of  the  Deputy  Inspector- 
General  of  Hospitals,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
health  of  the  troops  at  this  place. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 
Dr.  Smith,  Staff'  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S. — Lord  Raglan  arrived  here  this  morning. 

(Signed)       D.  M. 


No.  16. 

Major-General  Yorke  to  Dr.  Smith, 

Sir,  Horse  Guards,  2nd  May  1854. 

I  HAVE  submitted  to  the  General  Commanding- 
in-Chief  your  letter  of  the  28th  ixltimo,  with  its 
enclosure  from  Dr.  Dumbreck,  dated  from  Widdin,  in 
Bulgaria,  and  his  Lordship  had  previously  had  under 
his  consideration  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  to 
which  you  again  refer. 

Viscount  Hardinge  observes  that  in  your  letter  of 
the  13th  ultimo,  although  adverting  to  the  extremes 


both  of  heat  and  cold  to  which  it  may  be  expected 
that  the  troops  will  be  exposed  in  Turkey,  your 
suggestions  mainly  relate  to  the  heat,  and,  with  a 
view  to  the  comfort  of  the  soldier,  you  recommend 
that  the  red  coat  should  be  discontinued  during  the 
summer,  and  a  loose  garment  of  lighter  material 
substituted  for  it. 

Lord  Hardinge  is  fully  sensible  of  the  advantage 
which  it  would  be  to  the  soldier  if  he  could  be  pro- 
vided with  clothing  adapted  to  meet  both  the  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold,  but  he  desires  me  to  observe  that 
this  advantage  could  only  be  fully  obtained  parti- 
cularly in  a  climate  where  the  days  are  intensely  hot 
and  the  nights  cold,  by  giving  him  tAvo  dresses ;  and 
it  would  be  impossible  that  he  could  himself  carry 
this  extra  weight,  with  the  addition  of  a  blanket  or 
great  coat,  nor  could  such  an  addition  be  admitted  to 
the  wheel  carriages  or  other  means  of  transport 
accompanying  the  army  as  would  be  required  for  the 
conveyance  of  this  extra  clothing  for  the  troops. 

The  great  and  important  desideratum  is  to  lighten 
the  weight  which  the  soldier  carries;  and  to  this  his 
Lordship's  attention  has  been  for  some  time  directed, 
and,  as  he  hopes,  with  some  effect;  but  while  aware 
that  a  lighter  garment  would  conduce  to  the  comfort 
of  the  soldier  under  a  burning  sun,  he  must  observe 
that  the  troops  perform  their  marches  in  India 
wearing  their  usual  uniforms,  and  the  heat  there  is 
at  least  as  great  as  is  likely  to  be  experienced  in 
Turkey. 

Dr.  Dumbreck  on  the  other  hand  adverts  to  the 
necessity  of  our  troops  having  better  and  warmer 
clothing  on  entering  upon  a  campaign;  and  he  lays 
great  stress  upon  the  importance  of  a  large  supply  of 
bedding.  No  doubt  a  full  and  sufficient  supply  of 
every  article  of  this  description  for  the  hospitals 
should  be  forwarded  and  made  applicable  for  their 
use.  This  his  Lordship  hopes  is  already  either 
arrived  at  or  on  its  way  to  Constantinople;  but  he 
begs  to  be  informed  to  what  extent  bedding  has  been 
sent  out  for  general  hospitals. 

It  is,  however,  impossible  to  carry  with  an  army 
engaged  in  operations  in  the  field,  bedding  for  the 
soldiers  in  the  ranks. 

With  reference  to  the  observation  in  your  letter  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  as  to  the  necessity  of  timely  measures 
being  resoii;ed  to  Avith  a  view  to  protect  the  troops 
against  inclement  weathei".  Lord  Hardinge  desires  me 
to  state  that  a  supply  which  he  hopes  will  be  found 
sufficient  of  blankets  and  of  field  equipments  of  every 
kind  has  been  already  forwarded  to  Turkey;  but  in 
determining  a  question  of  such  importance  as  that  of 
changing  the  dress  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  field 
in  that  country,  it  is  essential  to  proceed  only  on  accu- 
rate information  after  the  subject  has  been  well  con- 
sidered on  the  spot.  His  Lordship  therefore  requests 
that  Dr.  Dumbreck  may  be  instructed  on  his  return  to 
Constantinople  to  lay  before  General  Lord  Raglan  the 
result  of  his  observations,  and  sucli  practical  sugges- 
tions as  he  may  desire  to  offer,  with  a  view  to  protect, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  troops  from  the  effects  of  the 
climate.  The  opinions  Avhich  Dr.  Dumbreck  may 
have  been  enabled  to  form  will  doubtless  receive 
from  Lord  Raglan  every  consideration,  and,  aided  too 
as  he  will  be  by  officers  who  will  then  have  acquired 
some  experience  of  the  country,  the  General  Com- 
mandmg-in-Chief  Avill  be  able  to  act  Avith  confidence 
on  any  report  Avhich  may  be  made  to  him  by  his 
Lordship  in  all  those  matters  which  require  his 
interference. 

In  others  to  which  reference  is  made  in  your  letter, 
such  as  wearing  the  leather  stock.  Lord  Hardinge 
quite  concurs  that  the  leather  stock  is  objectionable 
and  ought  to  be  changed,  just  in  the  same  manner 
that  white  covers,  similar  to  those  Avorn  by  our 
soldiers  in  India,  have  been  adopted;  but  to  make  any 
general  changes  in  the  clothing  of  the  army  at  3,000 
miles  distance,  at  the  very  moment  of  entering  upon 
a  campaign,  is  obviously  impracticable. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  in  the  country  will 
give  such  orders  as  he  may  deem  expedient  Avitli 
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respect  to  any  particular  points  in  which  he  considers 
a  change  may  be  desirable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        C.  Yorke. 

Dr,  Smith, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  17. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  9th  May  1854. 

Having  reason  to  expect  that  it  may  be 
frequently  necessary  to  accommodate  sick  in  the 
hospital  marquees,  and  not  unfrequently  on  damp 
ground,  I  consider  it  advisalde,  with  a  view  to  gu.ard 
against  evil  consequences  on  men  being  placed  In 
such  jjositions,  that  there  should  be  supplied  for  the 
30  hospital  marquees  issued  to  regiments,  tarpaulins 
fitted  to  cover  the  wliole  of  the  ground  inside  each 
tent,  to  prevent  the  damp  ascending  or  any  water  or 
other  tluid  that  may  be  spilled  in  the  tent  descending 
into  the  ground,  and  causing  humid  and  unhealthy 
exhalations. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  Smith, 

The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


yield  to  treatment  on  shore,  readily  succumbed 
almost  the  moment  the  sufferer  was  placed  on  board 
a  ship  not  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  spot  where  no 
fiivourable  results  could  be  obtained  ;  and  further, 
that  convalescence,  which  was  stationary  on  shore, 
advanced  rapidly  under  like  circumstances. 

These  facts  indicate  the  preparations  which  ought 
to  be  made,  provided  it  be  not  possible  to  secure 
what  Avould  be  much  more  advantageous,  namely, 
hospital  accommodation  on  some  healthy  island  in 
the  Black  Sea  or  in  the  Grecian  Archipelago. 

The  French,  I  am  informed,  have  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  establishment  of  a  large  hospital  in 
Candia.  Hence,  I  must  presume  they  have  ascer- 
tained that  that  island  possesses  a  climate  favourable 
to  health,  and  conducive  to  recovery  from  disease. 
A  similar  course  should,  I  think,  be  adopted  by  this 
country. 

Should  an  establishment  of  the  kind  I  suggest  be 
formed,  it  will  require  to  be  supplied  with  a  medical 
staff,  medicines,  &c.  from  this  country,  as  what  are 
in  Turkey  are  considered  to  be  necessary  for  the 
Avants  of  the  army  serving  there. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  18. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  "nth  May  1854. 

Assuming  that  our  troops  will  ere  long  be 
involved  in  active  warfare  with  the  enemj^  and  that 
many  men  will  soon  suffer  from  diseases  and  from 
wounds  that  will  either  permanently  disable  them, 
or  disable  them  for  such  a  length  of  time  ■  as  to 
render  tlieir  removal  from  the  vicinity  of  the  con- 
flicting forces  alike  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the 
sufferers  and  of  the  army,  I  therefore  feel  it  my  duty 
to  submit  that  immediate  arrangements  should  be 
made  to  afford  whatever  assistance  in  that  respect 
may  be  required.  These  arrangements,  to  prove 
equal  to  the  object  in  view,  will  involve  a  liberal 
supply  of  ships,  some  to  convey  periodically  to  Eng- 
land men  never  likely  to  become  available  for  further 
service,  and  also  such  as  are  not  likely  to  do  so  within 
a  reasonable  time  ;  others  for  use  in  harbours  or  for 
the  transport  of  sick,  in  the  event  of  hospitals  being 
established  at  a  distance  from  the  station  of  the  army, 
and  in  a  situation  that  will  admit  of  the  sick  being 
conveyed  to  them  by  water. 

The  ships  for  the  first-mentioned  purpose  should 
be  commodious  steamers  (high  between  decks,  with 
ample  means  of  ventilation,  and  fitted  with  fixed 
berths),  and  one  should  sail  whenever  the  accumula- 
tion of  sufferers  of  the  description  specified  should 
warrant  its  departure.  On  ships  being  supplied  the 
most  important  item  of  the  arrangements  will  have 
oeen  effected.  The  other  items,  Avhich  Avill  consist 
of  matters  of  detail,  will  require  to  be  provided  by 
the  local  authorities  at  the  places  of  embarkation. 

The  preceding  is  the  course  which  1  think  should 
be  adopted  in  regard  of  the  more  important  cases. 
It  now  remains  for  me  to  submit  what  I  consider  Avill 
be  necessary  to  expedite  the  recovery  of  the  less 
serious  ones. 

Many  cases  of  this  kind  will  doubtless  occur,  espe- 
cially if  the  army  be  engaged  to  the  north  of  the 
Balkan  mountains,  between  them  and  the  Danube, 
wliich  will  prove  difficult  of  cure  if  they  be  kept 
there,  but  which  will  yield  readily  to  treatment  in 
more  favourable  positions.  The  latter,  from  all  I 
can  Iciirn,  will  not,  I  fear,  be  easily  found  in  Turkey, 
therefore  they  must  be  looked  for  elsewhere.  Expe- 
rience at  Walcheren,  at  Hongkong,  and  at  other 
places  has  proved  that  disease,  which  would  not 


No.  19. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  13th  May  1854. 

Many  opportunities  of  sending  letters  to  this 
country  from  the  army  in  Turkey  having  occurred 
since  the  18th  ultimo,  the  date  of  the  last  com- 
munication Avhicli  I  received  from  Dr.  Dumbreck,  I 
cannot  but  express  my  disappointment  at  having 
been  so  long  without  any  intelligence  concerning 
the  health  of  the  troops,  and  the  arrangements 
Avhich  have  been  made  connected  with  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  army  under  command  of  Lord 
Raglan. 

The  heads  of  other  departments  in  this  country 
seem  to  be  informed  up  to  the  latest  possible  date  of 
all  the  concerns  that  relate  to  their  office,  and  it  may 
easily  be  conceived  how  unpleasant  it  is  for  one  when 
in  conversation  with  those  authorities  to  be  obliged 
to  confess  a  total  absence  of  information.  I  feel 
happy,  however,  under  the  assurance  that  this  cir- 
cumstance has  only  to  be  brought  to  notice  in  order 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  all  concerned  in  the 
fulfilment  of  an  object  so  essential  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  concerns  of  the  department ;  and  I  trust 
after  this  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  in  keeping  me 
fully  in  possession  of  every  circumstance  connected 
with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  army. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  20. 

Dr,  Smith  to  Dr.  Dumbreck. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  13th  May  1854. 

With  reference  to  the  observations  in  your 
letter,  dated  Widdin,  23rd  Mai"ch  last,  on  the  climate 
of  Northern  Turkey,  and  the  necessity  of  a  liberal 
supply  of  bedding  to  keep  the  troops  in  health,  I 
have,  after  communication  Avith  the  General  Com- 
manding-in-Chief,  to  request  you  Avill  lay  before 
Lord  Raglan  tlie  results  of  your  observations,  and 
otier  to  his  Lordship  such  suggestions  us  you  may 
think  likely  to  be  useful,  Avith  a  vicAv  that  the  troops 
may  be  protected  as  far  as  possible  from  the  effects 
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of  the  severe  cold  to  wliich  it  appears  they  will 
probably  be  exposed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Dumbreck,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  21. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Siu,  31st  May  1854. 

As  the  wounded  in  the  Peninsula  often  sutFered 
very  severely  from  thirst,  and  as  the  means  of  allay- 
ing it  were  not  generally  forthcoming,  I  have  thought 
it  now  necessary,  with  a  view  to  prevent  such-like 
suffering  being  experienced  in  Turkey,  to  forward 
100  two-quart  waterproof  liags,  to  be  distributed 
among  the  jiersons  employed  in  carrying  the  wounded 
from  the  field.  These  bags  are  intended  to  be  sus- 
pended in  the  same  manner  as  haversacks  are.  Each 
lias  a  screw  which  answers  the  office  of  a  cork,  and 
each  has  also  a  pliable  drinking  cup  attached  to  it  liy 
means  of  a  cord. 

The  number  sent  is  small,  but  should  you  report 
that  they  prove  valuable  for  the  purpose  they  are 
proposed,  I  shall  immediately  take  steps  to  forward  a 
further  supply. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  22. 

Extract  of  a.  Letter  from  Commissary- General  Fil- 
der  to  Sir  C.  Trevclyan,  dated  Constantinople, 
\th  June  1854. 

"  I  find  that  the  difficulty  about  taking  the  extra 
articles  of  diet  from  our  stores  arises  from  the  appre- 
hension the  regiments  entertain  that  they  might  be 
suddenly  ordered  to  move,  when  larger  quantities 
than  they  would  have  the  means  of  carrying  might 
remain  on  their  hands,  as  we  can  only  issue  in  entire 
packages.  To  remove  this  difficulty  I  have  otfered 
to  furnish  them  with  transport  for  the  conveyance  of 
what  they  may  have  on  hand,  although  I  am  not  quite 
certain  that  I  shall  have  transport  enough  to  carry 
biscuit  and  forage  corn.  The  regiments  are  now 
taking  some  of  the  articles  ;  but  I  could  not  under- 
take to  provide  transport  for  the  beer,  that  conse- 
quently goes  off  more  slowly.  The  divisions  have 
been  expecting  to  be  called  upon  suddenly  to  move 
during  the  last  ten  days. 

"  But  Dr.  Smith  must  not  suppose  that  because  the 
extra  articles  have  not,  for  the  reasons  above  stated, 
been  issued  from  the  Commissariat  stores,  the  troops 
have  been  without  the  means  of  making  a  morning 
and  evening  meal.  Those  at  Constantinople  are 
abundantly  supplied  with  sugar,  coffee,  rice,  8fc.  from 
the  shops  at  prices,  I  suppose,  higher  than  we  should 
charge,  but  not  perhaps  higher  than  they  would 
pay  in  England.  The  division  at  Gallipoli  is  also 
well  supplied  by  means  of  sutlers,  although  at  prices 
higher  probably  than  those  paid  at  Constantinople. 
Some  officers  of  experience  here,  indeed,  seem  to 
think  that  the  Government  would  have  acted  wisely 
to  have  left  this  business  in  the  hands  of  sutlers  as 
heretofore." 


No.  23. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  '   8th  June  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  you  will  immedi- 
ately inform  me  if  the  "  preserved  potatoes  "  which 
have  been  forwarded  to  Turkey  by  two  different  firms 
have  arrived,  and  if  any  portion  of  them  has  yet  been 


issued  for  the  use  of  the  sick  or  of  the  troops 
generally. 

If  these  articles  have  not  already  been  issued.  I 
beg  to  request  your  attention  to  them,  as  they  will, 
no  doubt,  prove  more  conducive  to  health  than  many 
of  the  vegetables  which  are  grown  in  Turkey. 

Should  you  have  reason  to  consider  them  likely  to 
be  useful,  and  that  large  supplies  will  jirobably  be 
required,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  in  order  that  Avhat  may  be 
considered  necessary  may  be  provided  with  all 
possible  despatch. 

I  am  also  most  desirous  to  be  informed  what  has 
occurred  in  reference  to  the  ale  and  porter  which 
have  been  sent  out.  You  will  be  pleased  to  report  in 
what  condition  these  articles  arrived,  how  they  were 
relished,  what  quantities  have  been  consumed,  and 
whether  there  is  any  reason  to  consider  it  desirable 
that  they  should  be  regularly  supplied,  with  a  view  to 
their  being  used  by  the  sick  and  the  troops  generally. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  24. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  12th  June  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  21st  February 
last,  recommending  that  three  of  the  staff  surgeons, 
first  class,  ordered  for  service  in  Turkey,  should  pro- 
ceed overland,  to  enable  them  to  ascertain  and  fur- 
nish me  with  information  relative  to  the  diseases,  &c. 
of  the  country,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  General  Commanding-in-Chief,  that 
I  have  now  received  Dr.  Dumbreck's  report  on  the 
topography,  diseases,  &c.  of  Servia  and  Bulgaria. 

It  is  stated  in  the  report  that  the  water  in  certain 
localities  is  l)ad,  and  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  a  few 
filtering  machines  should  be  supplied  to  keep  in 
hospital,  to  be  used  only  under  special  circumstances; 
I  say  used  only  under  special  circumstances,  because 
I  know  from  experience  that  every  description  of 
apparatus  of  the  kind  soon  becomes  comparatively 
inefficient  if  constantly  employed. 

The  advantages  which  will  be  experienced  in 
special  cases  will,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  be  con- 
siderable, and  I  therefore  beg  to  exjiress  a  hope  that 
I  may  be  permitted  to  select  twenty  of  the  machines 
I  think  most  likely  to  answer  the  object  in  vicAV,  and 
have  them  packed  and  forAvarded  to  Turkey,  along 
Avith  a  supplementary  supply  of  surgical  materials, 
&c.,  Avhich  is  about  being  forwarded  to  the  Tower  for 
embarkation. 

I  expect  the  cost  of  the  number  proposed  will  not 
exceed  18Z.  or  20Z.,  and  I  beg  to  enclose  a  requisition 
for  these  articles. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Board  of  Ordnance  to 
Dr.  Smith,  dated  13th  June  1854  -j^,  and  numbered 
i"^^^,  conveying  the  Board's  command  that  twenty 
filtering  machines  be  selected  and  price  stated. 


No.  25. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sn?,  13th  June  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  enclosed 
extract  from  a  "  Eeport  on  the  Medical  Topography 
"  and  Diseases  of  the  Turco-Danubian  Provinces  of 
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"  Servia,  Bulgaria,  &c."  for  the  information  of  his 
Lordship  tlie  General  Connnandin'r-in-Chief,  and  to 
solicit  special  attention  to  the  second  paragraph. 

Most  of  the  communications  I  receive  from  medical 
oflicers  serving  in  the  East  speak  of  the  great  severity 
of  the  climate  at  certain  times  of  the  year;  it  will, 
therefore,  be  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  soldier  that 
an  ample  supply  of  bedding,  flannel  waistcoats,  and 
flannel  drawers  be  in  Turkey  for  issue  to  the  troops 
before  the  next  cold  season  sets  in. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 

(Extract.) 
Prophylaxis,  &c. 

"  1st.  I  should  recommend  that  every  man  in  the 
army  should  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  be  pro- 
vided witli  flannel  jackets  and  drawers,  to  be  worn 
till  the  month  of  May  following. 

"  Our  soldiers  are  half  clad.  This  climate  for  nine 
months  in  the  year,  with  its  abrupt  and  trying  transi- 
tions from  great  heat  to  the  most  severe  cold,  requires 
the  adoption  of  the  above  suggestion  as  a  measure 
of  the  first  importance  for  the  preservation  of  the 
health  of  our  troops. 

"  2nd.  During  seasons,  and  in  localities  where 
endemic  diseases  prevail,  I  think  that  soldiers  exposed 
to  the  evening  and  morning  exhalations  from  malaria- 
producted  ground  should  have  a  small  ration  of 
diluted  spirit,  medicated  with  quinine,  given  to  them, 
an  hour  before  sunset  and  before  daybreak.  A  couple 
of  grains  of  ([uinine  given  at  such  times  Avould  exer- 
cise a  very  salutary  effect  as  an  antidote.  This  plan 
dates  from  the  days  of  Lind;  it  obtains  in  the  navy, 
and  is  worthy  of  serious  consideration,  for  I  believe 
that  cinchona  has  as  much  an  antidotal  as  a  remedial 
power. 

"  3rd.  In  notoriously  unhealthy  places  the  sentries 
should  be  clianged  every  hour.  This  may  involve 
loss  of  rest,  but  it  will  break  the  force  of  the  pesti- 
lential emanations  if  we  can  lessen  the  period  of 
contiimous  exposure  to  them. 

"  4th.  The  introduction  of  a  good  warm  hood,  as 
worn  in  the  Turkish  army,  on  night  duties,  or 
Avhere  the  men  are  exposed  to  severe  weather,  would 
be  an  admirable  addition  to  the  soldier's  dress,  and 
would  ])rotect  him  from  cold  as  well  as  disease.  Let 
us  imitate  the  inhabitants  of  all  classes  in  these 
countries,  who  universally  wear  this  in  circumstances 
wliere  protection  is  sought  from  cold  and  damp.  The 
hood  worn  by  the  Turkish  soldier  will  serve  a  double 
purpose.  Pulled  over  the  men's  forage  caps,  it  will 
save  them  from  the  chilling  efi'ect  of  the  cold  at  night, 
piercing  in  these  climates,  and  as  it  has  two  woollen 
straps,  each  a  yard  long,  these  brought  over  and 
round  the  neck  and  mouth,  and  tied,  would  form 
an  excellent  respirator  and  sifter  of  malarious 
exhalatioivs. 

"  oth.  Imnaediately  on  the  occupation  of  a  toAvn  or 
neighbourhood  of  evil  (sanitary)  reputation,  large 
fatigue  parties  should  be  at  once  employed  in  removing 
or  lessening  all  patent  or  suspected  causes  of  disease. 
Foul  ditches  should  be  cleaned,  pent-up  pools  of 
stagnant  water  should  be  given  vent  to;  exuberant 
vc!>etati()n,  when  not  a  screen  against  malaria,  should 
be  cut  down;  the  filthy  accumulations  of  mud,  ordure, 
and  numberless  inqiurifies  with  which  Mussulman 
towns  are  polluted,  should  be  removed. 

"  6th.  Much  of  the  river  water  in  Bulgaria  is  bad, 
surcharged  with  lime,  and  at  some  parts  of  the 
country,  for  example,  on  the  large  plains  stretching 
from  Widdin  to  the  east,  is  far  from  plenty. 

"  For  our  hospitals  filters  would  be  desiderata,  or 
some  substitute  for  these.  Felt,  for  instance,  is  used 
for  this  purpose  in,  I  think,  the  Austrian  army. 
When  water  is  unwholesome,  alum  as  a  means  of 
purifying  turbid  water  I  have  just  heard  of. 


"  La  the  Turkish  army  there  is  attached  to  each 
regimenf.  a  certain  number  of  men,  about  twenty-five 
to  a  battalion,  whose  duty  it  is  to  provide  wholesome 
water  for  ihe  soldiers.  Each  of  these  men  has  a 
horse  laden  with  two  immense  bags,  with  a  hose  at 
the  bottom  oi  each.  The  duty  of  these  men  is  to 
keep  the  regiment  supplied  with  good  water;  they 
bring  it  to  the  hospitals  and  barracks.  On  a  march 
they  precede  the  advancing  corps  or  army,  and  then 
meet  it  laden  with  Avater  drawn  from  the  purest 
sources,  such  as  fountains,  &c.  When  an  army  is 
encamped,  these  men  still  labour  at  their  vocation, 
bringing  good  water,  filling  the  recipients  procured 
for  it,  and  always  keeping  up  an  abundant  and  whole- 
some supply.  Some  arrangement  of  this  sort  (we 
cannot  do  better  than  imitate  the  Turk)  is  wanted 
with  us. 

"  7th.  Short  marches,  particularly  when  troops  first 
take  the  field. 

"  8th.  The  formation  of  open  fireplaces,  or  the  intro- 
duction of  stoves  into  the  wards  of  hospitals,  or  build- 
ings used  as  such.  The  mode  of  house  heating  is  most 
objectionable.  The  '  niangal '  is  a  large  dish  of  live 
charcoal,  and  on  the  introduction  of  this  into  the 
room  or  ward  they  are  dependent  for  warmth.  Two 
or  three  of  these  things  would  be  insufficient  to  keep 
up  a  proper  temperature  if  ventilation  were  also  cared 
for;  but  this  is  disregarded,  and  as  the  windows  are 
kept  closed,  large  mattings  are  hung  before  the  doors, 
and  not  a  breath  of  air  finds  admittance,  the  atmo- 
sphere is  naturally  polluted  and  unAvholesome,  the 
wards  are  all  sturty  and  close,  and  I  think  at  Widdin 
that  the  epidemic  typhus  and  dysentery  there  pre- 
vailing -were  invited  to  establish  themselves  by  the 
atmosphere  provided  and  maintained  for  them  by  this 
miserable  contrivance.  Burning  wood  in  an  open 
fireplace  would  assist  and  promote  ventilation.  This, 
and  a  good  stove,  would  warm  the  largest  ward  or 
barrack  room,  and  we  should  escape  from  the  suffo- 
cating '  mangal '  and  its  consequences. 

"  9th.  Avoiding  as  quarters  towns  deep  sunk  in 
valleys,  where  ventilation  is  obviously  wanting. 
Towns  so  placed  are  always  unhealthy, 

"  10th.  In  these  countries  there  are  scarcely  any 
tables.  The  Turk  eats  off  a  tray  placed  on  a  low 
stool,  and  he  writes  on  his  knee.  Each  regiment 
should  carry  with  it  a  portable  operating  table." 

"  14th  March  1854.— Belgrade,  the  capital  of 
Servia,  is  situated  on  an  advanced  elevated  angle  of 
land,  jutting  out  where  the  Save  joins  the  Danube, 
one  side  of  the  promontory  being  washed  by  the 
Save,  the  Danube  skirting  its  other  aspect.  The 
apex  of  the  headland  is  crowned  by  the  fortress  of 
Belgrade,  which  beetles  over  the  valleys  of  both  rivers. 
Retiring  inland  from  this  point,  the  crests  of  the  ridge 
is  found  covered  by  the  Servian  parts  of  the  town, 
the  slope  and  low  ground,  at  both  sides  of  this  hill, 
are  the  Turkish  and  Jewish  quarters.  In  all  direc- 
tions except  inland  we  see  fever-producing  country, 
the  desolate-looking  banat  of  Temeswar  stretching 
far  on  one  side,  and  the  low  undrained  tract  lying  be- 
tween the  Save  and  Semlin  are  both  alike  unhealthy. 

"  The  Save  often  escajjes  from  its  banks,  and  then 
we  have  part  of  the  lower  town  under  water.  Then 
follow  the  fevers  of  the  summer  months,  which 
prevail  especially  in  this  quarter  of  the  city.  The 
soldiers  in  the  elevated  citadel  would  be  comparatively 
safe,  but  the  sentries  furnished  to  this  district  are 
exposed  to  the  influence  of  its  malaria,  and  thus 
contract  periodic  fevers. 

"  The  water  of  Belgrade  is  bad  ;  that  used  in  the 
military  hospital  is  filtered  through  dryj-stones. 
Belgrade  is  very  badly  supplied  with  food.  The 
Servian  peasant  is  rich,  and  will  scai-cely  take  the 
trouble  to  breed  stock  or  seek  a  market  for  it  ;  he 
tills  a  patch  of  land  for  maize,  rears  hogs  for  expor- 
tation, and  the  communities  of  large  towns  are  left  to 
look  to  exterior  sources  for  supplies. 

"  loth  March. — Belgrade  to  Grotzko,  four  and  a 
half  hours.    Leaving  Belgrade,  and  going  east  by 
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south,  we  enter  an  open  treeless  country,  with  low 
hills  around  ;  a  poor  light  soil  ;  roads  mere  tracks 
(hardened  by  traffic)  over  fields  ;  scarcely  any  water. 
In  about  two  hours  a  more  picturesque  country  is 
entered,  rising  into  gently  swelling  hills  ;  road 
amidst  copses  of  the  valonia  oak.  We  then  descend 
towards  the  valley  of  the  Danube  almost  to  the  level 
of  the  rivei-,  and  arrive  at  the  small  town  of  Grotzko, 
an  extremely  unhealthy  place,  of  about  300  houses. 
The  Danube  inundates  the  low  lands  around,  and 
fevers  prevail  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the 
quotidians  in  August  of  a  Itad  type  running  into  nervo- 
typhoid  forms. 

"  16th  March. — Grotzko  to  Passarowitz,  ten  hours. 
Route  by  Danube  for  about  an  hour  over  frequently 
submerged  plateaux.  Turning  south,  we  ascend  hills 
of  easy  ascent,  amidst  oak  copses  and  the  remains  of 
an  old  forest;  a  few  patches  of  cleared  land  for  maize 
here  and  there  ;  no  houses  near  the  road  ;  soil  of  the 
richest  humus  ;  not  a  pebble  the  size  of  a  walnut  on 
whole  days  journey  ;  road  broad  and  good,  and 
aspect  of  country  healthy  ;  after  four  hours  open  and 
park-like.  Then  the  town  of  Kolar  is  reached,  a 
most  unhealthy  place.  A  small  sti-eam,  the  Ealiah, 
is  close  to  the  village;  but  nearer  still  there  is  a 
considerable  reedy  swamp,  quite  enough  to  explain 
why  the  inhabitants  look  anemic,  sallow,  and  fever 
stricken.  About  five  hours  hence,  over  a  level,  well- 
wooded  country,  the  Morava,  a  fine  rapid  river,  more 
than  half  the  breadth  of  the  Thames  at  Westminster, 
is  reached,  and  crossed  in  a  boat.  Nearly  two  hours 
hence,  over  level  and  rich  plains,  but  partially  culti- 
vated, Passarowitz,  the  third  town  of  Servia,  is 
reached  ;  it  lies  at  the  base  of  a  low  ridge,  running 
from  north  to  south  ;  it  is  a  paltry,  dirty  place,  but 
nothing  can  be  said  against  it  on  the  score  of  health, 
as  endemic  diseases  are  not  known  there. 

"  17th  March. — Passarowitz  to  Neresnitza,  ten 
hours.  Ascending  the  easy  acclivity  of  the  hill 
spoken  of,  we  leave  the  valley  of  the  Morava,  a  fine, 
well-wooded,  rich,  level  tract,  through  which  the 
river  runs  with  a  very  winding  course.  Descending 
to  the  eastward,  we  soon  reach  a  well-wooded  cham- 
paign country,  well  watered,  with  the  same  rich  soil 
as  during  yesterday's  route.  After  an  hour  the 
sluggish  stream  of  the  Ulava  is  crossed,  an  open 
down-like  country  entered,  with  a  healthy,  numerous 
peasantry,  and  no  endemic  diseases.  Two  hours  of 
this  brings  us  to  a  country  still  rich  and  fertile,  but 
of  deeply  cleft  hills,  grassy  slopes,  and  tufts  of  young 
oaks  (far  off  on  our  right  a  mountain  range  of  abrupt 
bold  summits),  excellent  encamping  ground.  After 
five  hours  from  Passarowitz  the  village  of  Mactza, 
a  healthy  spot,  of  100  houses,  is  reached.  Soon 
afterwards  the  river  Peck  is  reached,  and,  to  shorten 
the  journey,  forded.  An  abrupt  mountain  ascent  is 
entered  on  ;  the  sceneiy  wild  and  Swiss-like  ;  the 
rocks  of  primitive  and  transitions  varieties  ;  the  river, 
which  we  skirt,  is  broad,  and  often  escapes  from  its 
banks.  From  this  point  to  Nerisnitza  fever  is  fre- 
quent in  the  alluvial  valleys  of  this  river.  Neris- 
nitza is  an  insignificant  village,  seated  close  to  the 
above  river. 

"  18th  March. — Nerisnitza  to  Mclanawitz,  nine 
hours.  J ourney  commenced  over  a  mountain  ascent 
of  the  most  alpine  character  ;  road  good  ;  bounding 
rocks  principally  of  clay  slate.  Ascent  and  descent 
of  this  mountain  occupied  three  and  a  half  hours  ; 
cold  excessive  ;  mountain  brooks  covered  with  ice. 
It  snowed  lightly,  not  in  flakes,  but  in  the  beautiful 
stellar  forms,  indicative  of  a  high  altitude  and  a  low 
temperature.  A  valley,  through  which  runs  the  river 
Peck,  is  reached,  and  after  five  and  a  half  hours  of 
the  day's  journey  we  arrive  at  Maidanpeck.  This 
valley  is  rich  in  iron  ore,  and  it  is  thickly  inhabited. 
Maidanpeck  lies  on  a  small,  oblong-square-shaped 
spot,  closely  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  precipitous 
mountains  ;  no  marshes,  and  the  stream  running 
through  the  village  lively  with  sand  banks.  Spite  of 
no  apparent  excitants  of  disease,  there  is  no  place  in 
Servia  so  unhealthy  as  this.    There  is  usually  a 


resident  medical  man,  but  at  the  period  of  my  visit 
he  was  absent  in  ill  health. 

"  Periodic  fevers  are  found  here  nearly  the  Avhole 
year.  From  the  middle  of  July  to  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber, a  most  severe  form  of  this  prevails,  of  the  tertian 
and  quartan  type.  General  dropsy,  ascites,  and 
spleener  enlargements,  are  most  common  here.  The 
unhealthiness  of  this  place  is  proverbial  all  over 
Servia  ;  they  talk  of  its  whole  population  lasting 
only  from  three  to  four  years,  but  I  could  not  have 
any  authentic  information  on  the  subject.  About 
four  hundred  of  its  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  pro- 
curing the  iron  ore.  They  suffer  more  than  wood 
cutters  or  other  labourers.  From  this  unhealthy 
spot  to  Milanowitz  occupies  about  four  hours  over 
alpine  ranges  covered  with  snow.  We  ascend  far 
above  the  region  of  the  oak,  and  get  among  forests  of 
noble  beeches,  which  crown  the  highest  summits  of 
these  mountains.  Milanowitz,  on  the  Danube,  a 
small  town  of  300  houses,  is  said  to  be  very  healthy ; 
at  least  this  was  the  assurance  given  by  its  leadino- 
inhabitants.  There  is  no  medical  man  here  ;  syphilis 
is  frequent. 

"  19th  March.— Milanowitz  to  Breza-Palanka,  six 
hours.  Rode  for  an  hour  close  to  the  Danube.  Ford- 
ing then  a  tributary  of  this,  we  ascend  among  moun- 
tains, the  snow  falling  heavily  and  lying  deep.  Not 
a  house  during  the  six  hours  of  this  mountain  ride. 
The  range  passed,  we  come  to  the  village  of  Breza- 
Palanka  on  the  Danube.  It  is  said  to  be  salubrious, 
and  the  aspect  of  its  inhabitants  bears  this  out.  The 
country  here  has  a  desolate  and  sad  look.  The  mili- 
tary frontier  of  Austria  opposite  thinly  inhabited, 
with  its  scattered  block  houses,  and  the  river,  from 
the  state  of  war,  without  a  sign  of  traffic  or  anima- 
tion, enhancing  the  sombre  and  depressing  appearance 
of  this  place. 

"  20th  March.— From  Breza-Palanka  to  Negotin,  six 
hours.  During  seven  eighths  of  the  way  the  road  is 
by  the  Danube,  on  an  alluvial  snow-covered  tract, 
little  above  the  level  of  the  river,  some  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  in  breadth.  Low  hills  rose  from  this. 
Some  small  tributaries  of  the  Danube  crossed,  and 
some  miserable  villages  of  emigrant  Wallachs  lie  on 
the  route.  Leaving  the  Danube,  the  road  to  Negotin 
is  over  level  plains  little  cultivated.  Maize  the  crop. 
Wells  numerons.  Negotin  has  marshes  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood, and  paludal  fevers  of  a  mild  type  are 
endemic.  High  winds  prevail,  neutralizing  probably 
the  otherwise  pernicious  effect  of  the  malaria,  diluting 
its  power  to  do  mischief. 

"  21  st  March.— P>om  Negotin  to  Widdin,  1 31  hours, 
per  cart,  post  horses  not  being  forthcoming.  Over 
plains  to  the  quarantine  station  on  the  Danube. 
There  is  a  German  medical  man  at  this  miserable 
spot,  which  does  not  suffer  from  any  endemic  disease. 
Keeping  from  thence  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  Ave 
first  are  ferried  over  a  small  deep  stream ;  and  a  few 
hundred  yards  beyond  this  we  leave  Servia  by  cross- 
ing the  Timok,  not  far  from  its  entrance  into  the 
Danube.  Keeping  by  the  banks  of  the  latter  for 
about  a  mile,  we  enter  within  a  chain  of  low  hills, 
passing  through  the  village  of  Viuph,  where,  and  in 
the  neiglibourhood,  a  considerable  Turkish  force  is 
in  cantonments.  Continuing  among  the  low  hills  the 
vast  half-swampy  Bulgarian  plain  on  whicli  Widdin 
is  placed  is  reached.  The  distant  crest  of  the  Balkan 
is  now  seen  to  the  south. 

"  Widdin. — This  most  important  Bulgarian  city,  the 
head  quarters,  of  the  pashalic,  lies  on  a  dead  level. 
A  distant  amphitheatre  of  low  hills  bounds  this  place. 
The  Danube  washes  the  northern  walls  of  the  city, 
which  consists  of  two  parts,  the  "  grad "  or  fortified 
portion,  and  the  varosh  or  suburban  quarter,  exte- 
rior to  the  filthy  neglected  glacis  of  the  first-named 
fortified  stronghold. 

"  The  elements  of  disease  exist  everywhere  and  in 
excess  (though  formerly  acquainted  with  Tui-kish 
towns),  which  I  have  never  seen  exceeded. 

"  To  persons  inhabiting  the  cities  of  Western  Europe, 
even  tho^e  the  least  famed  for  their  cleanliness,  the 
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incredible  filth  of  a  Turkish  town  cannot  be  imagined. 
Everything  bears  the  marks  of  squalor  and  decay. 
A  well-known  author,  Ranke,  speaking  of  Widdin, 
says,  '  its  foetid  bazaar,  and  its  streets  strewn  with 
'  putrid  carcases,  round  which  the  vultures  swarm,  tell 
'  plainly  that  the  majority  of  its  20,000  inhabitants  are 
'  Mussulmen  ;'  and  speaking  of  another  town  in  Bul- 
garia, he  says,  '  but  the  stench  of  the  air  gives 
'  sufficient  evidence  of  the  presence  of  Mussulman 
'  habitations.' 

"  Fever,  and  the  numerous  ills  depending  on  the 
want  of  sanitary  and  police  measures,  must  always 
hover  over  these  unclean  abodes,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  the  sanitary  state  of  Widdin  is,  while 
I  write,  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  kind.  The  town 
is  a  vast  barrack,  the  regular  casernes  being  given  up 
as  military  hospitals. 

"  The  force  between  this  and  Kalafat  amounts  to 
35,000  men.  Of  these,  18,000  are  regulars.  The 
sick  of  the  last-mentioned  are  all  brought,  by  bridge, 
to  the  intervening  island,  hence  in  boats  to  Widdin. 
The  sickness  is  very  great.  On  the  22nd  March  it 
was  1,400,  having  declined  from  1,700.  Fever  and 
dysentery,  the  scourges  of  armies,  are  doing  their 
work.  The  mortality  has  of  late  been  nearly  thirty 
daily.  It  has  reached  thirty-four  deaths  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  This  sickness  is  attributed  to  the  severity 
of  the  winter,  to  the  exposure  of  the  men  in  tents,  to 
their  privations  of  all  kinds,  and  to  excessive  fatigue 
and  bodily  toil  they  undergo.  Duties  are  incessant, 
and  throwing  up  earthworks  at  Kalafat  exhausts  the 
strength  of  these  men.  Their  hospitals  too  are 
nurseries  of  disease,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  and 
malaria  always  hangs  over  Widdin.  The  civil  popu- 
lation is  also  most  unhealthy,  sufFei'ing  from  the  same 
maladies  the  soldiers  are  labouring  under. 

*■  I  visited  tlie  greater  military  hospitals,  seeing 
between  eight  and  nine  hundred  of  their  sick.  The 
remainder  are  scattered  about  in  dwelling  houses. 

"  The  principal  military  hospital  is  a  large  block  of 
building,  an  oblong  square,  with  central  court  and 
interior  colonnade  from  which  its  wards  (it  has  only 
a  ground  floor)  are  entered.  The  exterior  of  the 
building  looked  bright  and  clean,  and  the  approach  to 
it  was  marvellously  so  for  Widdin.  The  large  sur- 
face of  the  interior  court  was  almost  covered  with 
stagnant  water. 

"  The  wards  are  large,  containing  about  60  sick. 
They  are  boarded  and  matted.  The  men  lie  in 
double  rows  round  three  sides  of  the  room.  There 
are  no  bedsteads,  but  the  bedding  is  good,  the  mat- 
tress of  straw,  thick,  and  comfortable.  Al)ove  this  a 
thin  one  of  cotton  ;  the  sheets  clean  ;  the  diets  care- 
fully prepared,  but  the  atmosphere  is  electric  with 
the  elements  of  disease,  from  the  want  of  ventilation, 
and  from  the  stufiy  fumes  of  the  detestable  '  mangal.' 

"  The  hospital  contained  about  500  sick,  and  was  not 
overcrowded  ;  but  the  state  of  its  courts  and  passages 
Avas  neglected,  and  here  and  there  filthy  ;  hut  this 
establishment  was  by  many  degrees  the  best  in  the 
place.  I  visited  three  others.  A  large  vacated  bar- 
rack Avith  154  sick  in  very  bad  order.  Here  I  saw 
about  twenty  survivors  of  the  wounded  at  Citate. 
Wounds  of  the  extremities  principally  ;  no  amputa- 
tions. 

"  In  another  barrack  I  saw  158  sick  of  one  battalion 
said  to  be  1,000  strong.  These  men  were  miserably 
neglected,  and  the  whole  establishment  in  the  worst 
order. 

"  Lastly,  I  visited  a  very  large  dwelling  house  with 
upwards  of  100  sick.  The  air  in  all  these  places  was 
laden  with  the  seeds  of  disease." 


No.  26. 

Dr.  Dumhrcck  to  Brigadier  General  Ti/lden. 

Sin,  Yarna,  16(h  June  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  following 
suggestions  in  regard,  to  the  sanitary  measures  which 
it,  is  desirable  should  be  carried  out  in  the  Turkish 


barrack  destined  as  the  General  Hospital  of  Varna 
for  the  English  army: — 

1st.  Ventilation. — The  miserably  small  windows, 
want  of  fireplaces,  and  vicious  construction  of  the 
internal  fittings  of  the  rooms  or  wards,  render  this 
most  defective.  The  windows  ought  to  be  enlarged, 
apertures  made  in  the  walls  near  the  roof  and  the 
ground,  and  a  light  railing  substituted  for  the 
Itoarded  kind  of  parapet  which  goes  round  the  central 
part  of  each  ward. 

I  should  also  suggest  for  your  consideration  the 
expediency  of  making  openings  in  the  roof  (plafond) 
of  these  wards. 

2d.  The  central  part  of  the  ground  floor  ought  to  be 
boarded,  and  perhaps  a  careful  examination  of  the 
masonry  of  the  lower  part  of  the  building  might 
point  out  means  to  keep  out  the  innumerable  swarms 
of  rats  which  now  infest  the  rooms.  These  animals 
are  destructive  to  stores,  and  will  prove  a  very 
obvious  source  of  annoyance  to  patients. 

3d.  The  drains  near  and  leading  from  the  privies, 
particularly  that  to  the  eastward,  should  be  carefully 
looked  to.  Their  covering  is  broken  and  out  of 
order,  and,  unless  remedied,  will  allow  the  atmo- 
sphere to  be  vitiated  by  the  escape  of  pestilential 
miasmas. 

4th.  The  privy  to  the  westward  should,  as  being 
superfluous,  be  no  longer  used.  Were  its  openings 
carefully  covered,  a  large  and  probably  a  useful  room 
might  be  thus  added  to  our  hospital  accommodation; 
as  an  ablution  house,  for  example. 

5th.  The  preparation  of  a  pack  and  arm  store  is 
requisite. 

6th.  The  fitting  up  and  repair  of  the  room  used  as 
an  apothecaries'  store  is  also  required. 

7th.  Pi'ovision  must  be  made  for  heating  this 
establishment  during  the  severe  winter  of  this 
climate.  The  mode  in  which  buildings  in  this 
country  are  usually  warmed,  by  the  use  of  the 
"  mangal "  (a  dish  of  live  charcoal)  and  the  most 
careful  exclusion  of  the  external  air,  is  both  in- 
effective and  unhealthy. 

The  introduction  of  the  stove  will,  I  think,  be  a 
matter  of  absolute  necessity;  and  I  trust  that  this 
suggestion  will  be  considered  and  acted  on  at  once, 
as  immediate  means  ought  to  be  taken  to  guard  our 
troops  from  the  trying  sickness  of  a  Bulgarian 
winter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck,  M.D., 

Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

P.S. — The  central  court  ought  to  be  raised.  After 
rain,  from  the  inequality  of  its  surface,  it  is  a  stratum 
of  mud.  In  autumn  it  would  be  marshy  enough  to 
do  mischief,  and  its  probable  ill  effects  ought  to  be 
neutralized  as  I  have  proposed. 

Brigadier  General  Tylden, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  27. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sm,  20th  June  1854. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  you  will  lie  pleased 
to  ascertain,  and  report  to  me  at  your  earliest  possible 
convenience,  whether  mats  made  of  coir  or  straw  are 
to  1)0  procured  in  Turkey  for  the  use  of  the  troops, 
and  the  price  asked  for  them.  If  mats  cannot  be 
obtained,  you  Avill  be  good  enough  to  state  Avhether 
coir,  straw,  or  other  material  whereof  mats  could  be 
made,  is  to  be  had  in  sufficient  quantities,  and  its 
price,  to  permit  of  each  soldier  having  a  mat  to  lie 
upon  whilst  in  winter  quarters. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Ofiicer,       Director  General. 
&c.  See. 
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No.  28. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  3Iedical  Officer. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  3rd  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  fully 
approve  of  the  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  sanitary 
measures  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  carried  on 
in  the  Turkish  barrack  destined  as  the  General 
Hospital  at  Varna  for  the  English  army,  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  copy  of  which  you 
have  furnished  for  my  consideration. 

It  will  be  immediately  necessary  to  consider  in 
what  way  the  hospitals  will  best  be  heated  in  winter, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  your  views  on  this 
point, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  29. 

Mr.  Menzies  to  Dr.  Smith. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sir,  4th  July  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  former  communication, 
dated  the  26th  ultimo,  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
enclose  for  your  information  copy  of  my  last  weekly 
state,  as  furnished  to  the  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals,  now  at  head-quarters  at  Varna,  together 
with  the  number  of  sick  belonging  to  the  Eoyal 
Artillery,  also  in  the  General  Hospital,  and  which 
will  be  in  future  included  with  the  rest  of  the  sick  in 
the  next  Quarterly  Return  which  shall  be  furnished 
you  from  this,  Avith  observations  thereon. 

At  present  I  may  observe  that  our. casualties  have 
been  rather  numerous  during  the  period,  owing  to 
the  many  very  hopeless  cases  that  Avere  left  upon  our 
hands  on  the  departure  of  the  various  divisions  of  the 
army  from  this.  The  prevailing  diseases  of  any 
importance  noAV  under  treatment  are  fevers  of  the 
continued  form,  catarrhal  atlections,  phthisis,  pul- 
monalis,  and  boAvel  complaints.  The  very  hot  and 
sultry  Aveather  Ave  have  had  here  lately  has  greatly 
prostrated  the  strength  of  many  patients  Avho  had 
been  convalescing  favourably;  and  I  regret  to  say,  in 
several  instances  of  boAvel  complaints  seizing  the  men 
in  as  Avell  as  out  of  hospital,  choleraic  symptoms  pre- 
sented themselves,  attended  Avith  much  collapse  and 
prostration  of  the  A' ital  powers,  vomiting  and  purging 
during  the  early  stage,  also  rather  severe  cramps  in 
the  loAver  extremities.  The  pulse,  however,  was 
never  altogether  wanting,  although  very  weak  and 
compressible  ;  tongue  generally  dry,  and  thirst 
urgent. 

The  treatment  found  most  useful  consisted  in  the 
administration  of  large  doses  of  calomel  and  opium, 
say  ten  grains  of  the  former  Avith  one  of  the  latter, 
made  into  a  pill.  This  Avas  repeated,  if  necessary. 
Turpentine  fomentations  Avere  applied  to  the  extre- 
mities, mustard  sinipisms  to  the  epigastrium,  and  the 
patient  Avas  alloAved  small  portions  of  very  cold  Avater 
at  certain  intervals  of  time,  under  which  he  gradually 
rallied  ;  and,  I  am  happy  to  add,  all  have  done  Avell 
(seven  in  number)  that  were  attacked  in  this  way. 

Several  of  the  medical  officers  connected  Avith  the 
hospital  establishment,  some  residing  in  the  buildings 
and  others  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  have  also 
sutFered  from  looseness  in  the  bowels ;  and  I  have 
myself  had  the  prevailing  complaint,  which  greatly 
weakened  me  for  a  day  or  two,  but  now  quite 
recovered. 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  these  attacks  to  any  obvious 
existing  cause,  but  no  doubt  much  may  be  ascribed 


to  atmospherical  influence,  and  I  should  also  think 
the  very  close,  foul,  and  noxious  air  of  the  hospital 
may  in  some  degree  predispose  the  constitution  to  the 
disease. 

I  may  also  bring  to  your  notice  another  source 
from  Avhence  most  unAvholesome  exhalations  arise, 
and  Avhich  must  be  highly  pernicious  to  the  public 
health  and  the  recovery  of  the  patients  in  this 
hospital.  I  mean  an  establishment  that  at  present 
exists  about  70  yards  to  the  westward  of  the  General 
Hospital,  and  quite  close  to  the  water's  edge,  for  the 
manufacture  of  musical  instruments  from  the  putrid 
entrails  of  sheep  and  other  animals.  This  had  been 
reported  by  the  officer  appointed  to  make  health 
inspections  on  a  former  occasion,  and  a  board  ot 
medical  officers  condemned  the  establishment  in 
question  as  highly  injurious  to  the  public  health  in 
consequence  of  the  intolerable  effluvia  arising  from 
this  locality  at  all  times,  but  more  especially  when 
the  Avind  is  from  the  same  quarter.  Other  sanitary 
measures  were  at  the  same  time  jiroposed  for  cleansing 
one  of  the  dr.ains  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  from 
Avhich  there  are  emitted  unhealthy  exhalations. 

I  have  put  Dr.  Hall,  the  Inspector  General,  in 
possession  of  these  facts,  and  also  informed  him  that 
I  made  my  Special  Rejiort  to  the  Commandant  here 
with  the  view  to  measures  being  taken  Avitliout  delay 
for  the  removal  of  the  evil  complained  of,  and  also 
suggested  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  garrison 
police  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  nuisances 
being  committed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 
Dr.  Smith,  Staff  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S. — There  Avill  be  48  invalids  (noAV  in  the 
General  Hospital  here)  to  be  sent  to  England  by  the 
first  favoural)le  opportunity,  21  of  these  having 
lately  come  up  from  Gallipoli. 

D.  M. 


No.  30. 

Mr.  Menzies  to  Dr.  Smith. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sir,  Turkey,  9tli  July  1854. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  Avriting  to  you  on  the 
4th  instant,  informing  you  of  the  appearance  of  seven 
cases  of  choleraic  diarrhosa  amongst  the  troops  at 
this  station,  and  the  recovery  of  all  tlie  men  from  the 
treatment  pursued,  I  am  noAV  happy  to  say  that  no 
fresh  cases  of  this  description  have  appeared  either 
among  the  patients  in  hospital  or  been  admitted  from 
barracks. 

I  can  only  ascribe  this  sudden  favourable  sub- 
sidence of  the  disease,  and  in  general  improved 
sanitary  condition,  to  the  sudden  reduction  of  tempe- 
rature which  followed  a  severe  thunder  storm,  Avith 
very  heavy  rain  and  wind,  from  the  north-north-east, 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  and  by  which  the  air  has 
also  been  rendered  much  less  oppressive  to  the  feelings. 

I  may  also  inform  you  that  steps  are  being  taken 
by  the  Turkish  authorities  to  have  the  nuisance  I 
complained  of  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
hospital,  also  a  slaughter-house  situated  betAveen  this 
and  the  barracks,  from  which  there  have  also  fre- 
quently been  most  offensive  effluvia.  Ossian  Pasha, 
one  of  the  head  interpreters,  personally  examined  the 
situation  descrilied  on  Thursday  last,  and  seemed 
most  anxious  to  foi-Avard  my  Avishes  in  every  respect, 
in  carrying  out  any  sanitary  measures  that  Avould  be 
conducive'to  the  general  health  of  the  establishment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)     D.  Menzies, 
Dr.  Smith,  Staff  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  31. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  dated  Varna,  I9fh  Julij  1854, 
addressed  to  Dr.  Smith  hy  Dr.  Hall,  Inspector 
General,  together  with  the   Copy  of  a  Letter 
from  Dr.  Hall  to  Lord  Raglan,  dated  Varna, 
\9th  July  1854. 

"  I  think  it  probable  the  army  will  not  remain 
inactive  here  much  longer,  and  a  change  of  locality 
would  do  the  1st,  3rd,  and  light  divisions  no  harm. 
The  site  of  the  camp  of  the  2nd  division  is  well  chosen,^ 
and  the  men  are  comparatively  healthy ;  but  that  of 
the  cavalry  and  light  division,  at  Devna,  is  in  the 
vicinity  of  an  extensive  morass,  at  the  head  of  a  lake, 
which  is  fed  by  a  stream  that  runs  between  the 
encampments  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  which, 
as  the  season  advances,  will  prove  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  the  men.  After  my  visit  to  the  camp,  the 
other  day.  Lord  Raglan  wished  me  to  put  down  on 
paper  my  observations,  which  I  did  tlie  same  evening, 
and  forwarded  them  to  him  through  Lieut. -Colonel 
Steel,  his  military  secretary.  They  are  of  too  cur- 
sory and  local  a  nature  to  interest  you  much,  but 
perhaps  it  is  as  well  I  should  send  you  a  copy  of  them, 
though  I  fear  the  perusal  will  hardly  repay  you  for  the 
trouble." 


Sir,  Varna,  loth  July  1854.  _ 

In  obedience  to  instructions  received  from  his 
Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  I  have  the 
honour  to  state  that  I  visited  the  camps  of  the  1st, 
2nd,  and  light  divisions  of  the  army  on  the  12th  and 
13th  instant,  and  inspected  the  hospital  marquees 
of  all  the  regiments  in  them,  and  I  take  leave  to 
submit  the  following  observations  for  his  Lordship's 
consideration.  In  doing  so  I  shall  follow  the  course 
of  my  own  journey,  and  commence  with  the  light  and 
cavalry  divisions  at  Devna. 

The  camp  at  Devna,  though  on  rising  ground,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  too  near  to  the  lagoon  at  the  head  of 
'  the  lake,  and  later  in  the  season  the  health  of  the 
men  will,  I  fear,  be  intluenced  by  it  ;  for  even  now 
the  smell  of  the  marsh  is  very  perceptible  early  in  the 
morning,  and  as  the  infantry  division  is  out  at  drill 
from  6  to  8,  five  or  six  days  in  the  week,  those  men 
who  do  not  take  either  coffee  or  some  other  stimu- 
lant, before  going  on  parade,  will  be  liable  to  contract 
either  fever  or  bowel  complaints.  At  present  the 
chief  ailments  of  the  men  are  bowel  affections,  some 
few  of  which  have  assumed  the  character  of  Asiatic 
cholera,  but  as  yet  no  deaths  have  occurred  under 
that  head. 

The  cavalry  are  encamped  in  the  valley  below  ; 
the  five  dragoon  guards  nearest  the  marsh  on  ground 
that,  I  should  say,  woidd  scarcely  be  habitable  after 
heavy  rain  of  any  duration.  The  position  of  this 
regiment  had  attracted  the  attention  of  Lieut.-General 
Sir  George  Brown,  who  mentioned  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  move  the  camp  of  the  heavy  cavalry 
brigade  a  little  higher  up,  on  the  eastern  slope  of 
the  valley,  when  Brigadier  Scarlett  arrived. 

The  light  cavalry  brigade  is  encamped  higher  up 
the  valley,  near  the  boggy  grounds  where  the  river 
which  feeds  the  lagoon  springs. 

The  cavalry  have  already  a  larger  proportion  of 
sick  than  the  infantry,  and  the  chances  are  that  this 
will  increase  if  they  remain  where  they  are;  but  I 
suppose  the  site  of  the  camp  was  selected  on  account 
of  its  proximity  to  water,  and  it  becomes  a  question 
whether  it  might  not  be  removed  half  a  mile  higher 
up,  on  either  the  eastern  or  western  slope  of  the  valley, 
without  any  very  serious  inconvenience. 

The  infantry,  too,  would  be  better  away  ft'om  the 
vicinity  of  the  morass,  which  cannot  be  more  than 
from  half  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  their 
camp,  but  which  the  military  people  seem  to  think  is 


quite  sufficient  to  protect  the  men  from  its  noxious 
influence ;  but  as  the  wind  blows  over  it  towards  the 
camp  at  this  season  of  the  year,  I  must  confess  I  am 
not  of  the  same  opinion. 

Those  regiments  which  do  not  give  their  men  coffee 
before  they  go  out  to  drill  in  the  morning,  the  23rd 
and  88th,  for  instance,  I  noticed  had  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  sick  than  the  others,  and  the  proportion,  I 
think,  increase  as  the  autumn  advances. 

The  rations  of  the  men  are  indifferent,  though  per- 
haps as  good  as  the  country  affords.    The  meat  is 
thin,  and  without  fat  ;  the  bread  heavy,  sour,  and 
badly  baked  on  some  occasions  ;  and  there  is  a  want 
of  vegetables,  and  seasoning  for  the  men's  soup. 
Onions  are  the  chief  fresh  vegetable  the  -men  can 
pi-ocure,  and  a  capital  one  it  is,  but  it  is  not  suflicient 
of  itself  to  make  the  soup  nourishing  and  palatable. 
Rice  ought  to  be  made  an  integral  part  of  the  ration, 
as  it  was  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  during  the  wars 
in  Kafferland,  and  if  that  cannot  be  sanctioned  the 
Commissariat  Department  should  be  instructed  to 
have  a  sufficient  supply  in  store  to  meet  the  wants  of 
each  division  when  the  men  cannot  procure  the  article 
through  any  other  channel,  as  is  often  the  case  now. 
Salt  and  pepper  should  also  be  Commissariat  supplies, 
to  ensure  the  men  having  these  essential  articles 
always  within  their  reach.    The  present  system  of 
trusting  mainly  to  the  resources  of  the  country  is  an 
uncertain  and  expensive  one,  for  when  the  demand  is 
great  the  articles  become  dear  and  scarce,  where 
there  is  little  or  no  mercantile  enterprise  amongst  the 
inhabitants,  so  that  it  would  be  economical  for  the 
men  had  they  even  to  pay  a  moderate  fixed  price  to 
the  Commissariat  for  their  rice,  salt,  and  pepper,  and 
certainly  it  would  be  beneficial  for  them  always  to 
have  these  articles  within  their  reach.    About  one 
halfpenny  a  day  from  the  man's  pay,  added  to  the 
allowance  of  coffee  and  sugar  which  he  draws  now 
from  the  Commissariat,  would  ensure  him  not  only 
coffee  before  his  morning  drill,  but  a  comfortable 
meal  in  the  evening,  which  is  very  desirable. 

The  site  of  the  camp  of  the  2nd  division  is  unob- 
jectionable, the  only  drawback  is  the  limited  supply 
of  water  near  at  hand,  but  there  is  abundance  Avithin 
an  easy  distance.  Some  of  the  tents  of  the  2nd 
brigade  are  closer  together  than  there  is  any  occasion 
for,  and  they  are  interspersed  among  dwarf  oak 
bushes,  which  are  not  high  enough  to  shade,  but 
quite  sufficient  to  impede  the  circulation  of  air. 
There  is,  liowever,  an  abundance  of  unexceptionable 
ground  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  that  which 
the  brigade  now  occupies,  so  that  the  defect  admits  of 
easy  remedy. 

The  tents  of  the  1st  division  are  too  much  crowded, 
and  many  of  them,  as  in  the  2nd  division,  are  inter- 
spersed among  low  oak  bushes.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  sickness  in  the  camp,  particularly  in  the  guards 
and  artillery.  But  the  artillery  are  encamped  on  a 
very  objectionable  piece  of  ground,  and  it  would  be 
well  to  remove  them  to  some  other  locality,  as  well 
as  to  give  the  whole  division  more  space  ;  but  I  would 
not  recommend,  what  Dr.  Linton  mentioned,  that 
they  should  occupy  any  portion  of  the  ground  where 
the  light  division  was  formerly  encamped.  It  would 
be  better  to  extend  it  to  the  north,  or  put  it  on  the 
ridge  in  front  of  their  present  site  to  the  westward,  if 
the  ground  admitted. 

The  supplies  brought  into  camp  by  the  country 
people  is  more  abundant  at  Devna  than  at  either  of 
the  other  camps,  and  consist  of  eggs,  milk,  poultry, 
onions,  pumpkins,  and  cucumbers ;  latterly  they  have 
commenced  bringing  apricots  in  an  unripe  state, 
which  are  less  desirable  than  the  other  articles 
enumerated  above,  and  it  would  be  desirable  to 
restrict  their  sale  as  much  as  possible,  as  they  have 
obtained  the  unenviable  designation  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean of  "  Kill  Johns." 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  sick 
in  each  regiment  I  visited  : — 

In  the  Devna  Camp. 


Eegiments. 

Number 
of  Sick. 

Fevers. 

Bowel 
Complaints. 

72nd  - 

20 

2 

6 

19th       -     ,  - 

7 

0 

1 

23rd    -       -  - 

14 

3 

1 

Ditto 

24  convalescents  for  the  day. 

77th    ...  - 

22 

9 

2 

33rd 

11 

2 

4 

88th  - 

30 

6 

8 

Rifles 

14 

0 

6 

Horse  Artillery 

10 

6 

2 

Sappers    -       -  - 

4 

0 

2 

156 

28 

32 

Camp  of  the  2nd  Division. 


Regiments. 

Number 
of  Sick. 

Fevers. 

Bowel 
Complaints. 

30th 

47th    -      -      -  - 
47th      -  ... 
49th 

55th    -       -       -  - 
95th 

Artillery    .       -  - 

12 
15 
11 
24 
16 
13 
14 

2 

2 
3 
1 
6 
1 

1 

6 
1 
9 
4 
1 

6' 

105 

15 

28 

Cavalry  Division,  Devna. 

Regiments. 

Number 
of  Sick. 

Fevers. 

Bowel 
Complaints. 

5th  Dragoon  Guards  - 

8th  Hussars 

11th  Hussars 

1 3th  Light  Dragoons  - 

17th  Lancers  - 

8 
18 
13 
18 
11 

5 
1 
2 
0 
1 

0 
7 
3 
9 
4 

68 

9 

23 

Camp  of  1st  Division,  Aladyne. 

Regiments. 

Number 
of  Sick. 

Fevers. 

Bowel 
Complaints. 

Grenadier  Guards 
Coldstream  „ 
S.  Fusiliers  „ 
42nd  - 

79th    -      -      -  - 
93rd 

Artillery  - 

62 
22 
38 
17 
20 
26 
14 

10 
14 
11 
1 
0 
1 
2 

44 
4 
9 
0 
2 
8 
7 

199 

39 

74 

Lieut.-Colonel  Steele, 


I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  Hall, 

Inspector  General  of 
Ho.«pitals. 


No.  32. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Menzies. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  22nd  July  1854. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant,  I  have  to  request  you  will  inform  me 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
hospital  at  Scutari, 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)       A,  Smith, 
D,  Menzies,  Esq,  Director  General, 

&c,  &c. 


No,  33, 


Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance 
Department. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27th  July  1854, 

I  HA.VE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  a  reference 
made  to  me  by  order  of  the  Honourable  Board,  dated 
24th  instant,  on  a  letter  from  the  storekeeper  at  the 
Tower,  relative  to  a  supply  of  waterproof  covers  for 
the  floors  of  tents  ;  and  in  returning  the  documents 
submitted,  I  beg  to  forward  the  report  of  a  board  of 
medical  officers  which  was  assembled  at  this  office 
yesterday,  to  examine  seven  difierent  kinds  of  pre- 
pared cloth  proposed  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  above 
stated. 

With  reference  to  the  report,  I  beg  to  state  that  I 
concur  in  opinion  with  the  Board,  viz.,  that  Article 
No.  3  is  the  one  best  suited  for  the  purpose  in  view; 
further,  I  beg  to  observe,  that  I  think  the  proposed 
covering  should  be  in  one  rather  than  in  two  or  more 
pieces,  as  I  expect  if  it  be  divided  at  all,  it  will  get 
so  deranged  during  the  night  while  the  men  are 
asleep,  that  none  of  the  advantages  which  might  other- 
wise result  will  be  secured. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)       A,  Smith, 
The  Sec.  Board  of  Ordnance,        Director  General. 
8sc,  &c. 


No.  34. 


Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in 
Turkey. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  29th  July  1854. 

As  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  reason  to  fear 
the  troops  will,  when  encamped  in  the  field,  sufler  in 
health  from  sleeping  on  damp  and  wet  ground,  I 
think  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  some  effort 
should  be  made  to  lessen,  if  possible,  the  chance  of 
sickness  arising  from  that  cause. 

With  this  view,  I  would  suggest  that  you  direct 
inquiries  to  be  instituted,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  any 
article  is  used  by  the  natives  for  such  purpose  ;  and 
if  so,  what  is  its  nature  ;  and  whether,  if  efficient,  it 
could  be  obtained  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply 
what  might  be  necessary  for  the  army? 

There  are  various  articles  manufactured  in  this 
country  which  I  am  told  completely  intercept  the 
passage  of  any  humidity  from  the  earth,  provided 
they  are  spread  over  the  ground  enclosed  by  the 
tents,  and  though  not  disinclined  to  believe  it,  I  am 
still  unprepared  to  expect  all  the  alvnntages  which 
I  am  told  will  result  from  the  adoption  of  one  or  the 
other  of  them. 
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If  you  see  reason  to  expect  benefit  will  iiccrue  from 
having  a  covering  for  the  floor  of  each  tent,  and  that 
the  material  is  not  to  be  obtained  in  Turkey,  I  shall, 
on  hearing  from  you,  endeavour  to  have  whatever 
may  appear  necessary  supplied  and  forwarded  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)      A.  Smith 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 

No.  35. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Sir,  Varna,  29th  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my 
report  to  Lord  Raglan  of  this  date  for  your 
information. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


My  Lord,  Varna,  29th  July  1854. 

Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  24tli  inst.,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  cholera  has  prevailed  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  in  all  the  divisions  of  this  army;  but  unfor- 
tunately I  cannot  give  you  such  precise  information 
as  I  could  wish,  or  as  I  should  he  able  to  do  after  the 
receipt  of  the  weekly  states  of  sick  due  to-morrow. 
I  receive  almost  daily  communicaiion  from  all  the 
camps,  but  still  the  chain  of  events  is  not  kept  up  in 
this  way  with  that  accuracy  by  all  officers  that  it  is 
in  their  official  returns. 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last  letter  that  cholera  in 
a  severe  form  had  manifested  itself  in  the  camp  of 
the  light  division  at  Devna  on  the  22nd  instant,  and 
that  16  casualties  had  been  reported  to  me  u\>io  the 
period  of  my  addressing  you  on  the  24th.  In  the 
course  of  that  evening  and  the  following  day,  I  heard 
of  the  death  of  five  more  men,  and  since  then  17 
other  deaths  have  been  reported,  making  a  total  of 
91  admissions  and  38  deaths  since  the  disease  broke 
out  at  Devna.  The  attacks  were  so  numerous  and 
the  disease  so  fatal  at  its  onset  that  on  the  24th  it 
was  deemed  prudent  to  remove  the  camp  to  a  place 
called  Monasterm,  about  five  miles  from  its  former 
site,  and  for  two  or  three  days  there  appeared  to  be 
considerable  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  men ; 
but  this  morning  I  regret  to  say  I  have  received 
reports  of  the  death  of  II  men,  ten  in  the  light 
division,  and  one  in  the  5th  Dragoon  Guards. 

Dr.  Alexander's  report  of  yesterday  morning  states 
that  there  are  several  severe  cases  of  diarrhcea  under 
treatment  in  the  1st  brigade,  but  no  cholera,  and 
in  the  2nd  brigade  that  the  bowel  complaints  are 
mild. 

The  ligiit  division  of  cavalry  has  escaped  cholera 
as  yet,  Init  as  their  sick  list  was  becoming  heavy  with 
Other  complaints,  they  have  been  moved  about  20 
miles  in  advance  on  the  Shumla  road. 

The  only  case  of  cholera  which  has  occured  in  the 
cavalry  took  jjlace  in  the  5th  Dragoon  Guards,  and 
proved  fatal. 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  the  regiments 
encamped  at  Devna  were  struck  with  the  pestilence, 
and  suffered  nearly  in  the  ratio  of  their  proximity  to 
the  morass  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  it  is  no  less 
curious  that  the  disease  is  said  to  have  made  its 
appearance  after  a  shift  of  wind  to  the  north-east, 
wiiich  blew  directly  across  it  to  the  encampment. 

The  1st  division  at  Aladyne,  so  far  as  I  know, 
have  only  had  one  death  and  two  other  admissions 
from  cholera  amongst  the  soldiers,  but  some  cases 
have  appeared  amongst  the  native  arabah  drivers 
attached  to  the  camp. 

In  the  2nd  division  three  admissions  and  two 
deaths  have  been  reported.    The  case  of  recovery 


was  in  a  drunken  tailor,  and  the  disease  may  have 
been  the  penalty  of  his  dissipated  habits.  The  two 
fatal  cases  occurred  in  recruits  just  landed  from 
England,  who  had  been  marched  from  Varna  to  the 
camp  of  the  2nd  division  in  one  day.  The  distance 
is  not  beyond  that  of  an  ordinary  march,  but  the 
recruits  who  had  been  sent  out  this  year  are  many  of 
them  young  lads  not  equal  to  much  fatigue;  they  were 
just  from  on  board  ship,  and  the  hour  of  march  was 
not  judiciously  chosen,  as  Dr.  Cruikshank  says  they 
did  not  reach  the  camp  until  two  p.m. 

At  Gallipoli,  three  admissions  and  one  death  from 
cholera  wei'e  reported  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
camp  of  the  4th  Foot,  up  to  the  22nd  instant,  and 
two  deaths  in  the  General  Hospital  in  town  up  to  the 
same  date. 

At  Scutari  dysentery  has  been  prevalent,  but  no 
case  of  cholera  has  appeared  since  the  beginning  of 
the  month. 

On  the  24th  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove 
no  invalids  from  the  General  Hospital  here  and 
put  them  on  board  the  "  Monarchy  "  transport  in  the 
Bay,  to  moke  room  for  the  sick  sent  in  from  the  light 
division  at  Devna.  On  the  26th  six  men  were 
attacked  Avith  cholera  on  board  the  "  Monarchy,"  and 
two  died,  but  since  then  there  has  been  no  recurrence 
of  the  disease. 

In  the  3d  division  encamped  on  the  plain  outside 
the  walls  of  Varna,  two  cases  of  cholera  occurred  in 
the  28th  Regiment  on  the  25th  instant,  one  of  which 
recovered,  and  the  other  proved  fatal.  In  the  38th 
Regiment  two  men  Avere  attacked  Avith  cholera  on  the 
24th,  and  one  on  the  25th,  all  of  Avhom  died.  A  case 
of  cholera  occurred  in  the  44th  on  the  25th,  and  re- 
covered. The  regiment  Avas  then  sent  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  lake,  and  encamped  at  the  top  of  a  ravine 
leading  from  the  camp  of  the  heavy  cavalry  below. 
After  their  removal  two  cases  of  cholera  occurred, 
one  of  AAdiich  proved  fatal.  The  camp  was  then  re- 
moved to  the  high  open  ground  facing  the  Black 
Sea,  and  since  that  period  the  disease  has  not 
reappeared. 

As  cholera  had  manifested  itself  in  every  regiment 
of  the  3d  division  but  the  50th,  the  camp  was  re- 
moA'ed  on  the  26th  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Varna 
to  the  dry  open  slope  of  the  promontary  on  the  other 
side  of  the  bay  facing  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  50th 
was  left  on  the  old  camp  to  take  the  duties  in  Varna. 
The  day  after  the  removal  of  the  division  two  cases 
of  cholera  appeared  in  the  38th,  and  40  men  reported 
themselves  sick  Avith  diarrhcEa.  Since  then  there  has 
been  a  wonderful  improA^ement  taken  place  in  the 
health  of  the  men. 

Yesterday  a  case  of  cholera  occurred  in  the  50th 
Regiment,  and  proved  fatal;  to-day  three  other 
admissions  are  reported. 

A  company  of  Sappers  and  Miners  which  was 
encamped  outside  the  Shumla  Gate,  and  suffering 
severely  from  cholera  and  diarrhoea,  was  also  removed 
to  the  high  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay, 
Avith  the  happiest  result. 

On  the  25th  two  men  were  attacked  with  cholera 
in  the  camp  of  the  depot  companies,  and  recovered. 
The  site  of  their  camp  has  since  been  changed.  On 
the  27th  the  heavy  cavalry  which  were  encamped 
betAveen  the  head  of  the  bay  and  the  lake  on  the 
opposite  side,  and  had  begun  to  suffer  from  bowel 
complaints,  Avere  removed  to  the  high  ground  near 
the  3rd  division. 

Yesterday  tAvo  men  avIio  had  been  suffering  from 
diarrhoea  for  some  days  were  attacked  with  cholera, 
and  this  morning  one  is  reported  dead,  and  the  other 
in  great  danger. 

The  Ambulance  Corps,  which  arrived  only  a  few 
days  ago  from  England,  and  is  encamped  at  the  head 
of  the  bay  about  half  a  mile  nearer  the  lake  than  the 
camp  of  the  heavy  cavalry  Avas,  Avere  attacked  with 
cholera  on  the  26th,  since  Avhich  date  five  cases  have 
lieen  admitted  and  one  death  has  taken  place. 

This  morning  they  had  21  sick,  four  with  cholera  and 
•13  with  diarrhoea,  many  of  them  of  a  slight  character, 
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In  the  General  Hospital  at  Varna  the  admissions 
chiefly  from  amongst  the  patients  under  treatment 
or  other  diseases  liave  been, — 


Admitted. 

Died. 

On  the  25th  July  - 

12 

6 

„     26th    „     -    .  - 

13 

7 

„     27th    „       -  - 

8 

8 

„     28th    „  - 

15 

10 

„     29th    „        -  - 

9 

9* 

Total  - 

57 

46 

At  other  Stations 

100 

36 

Total  - 

157 

76 

*  One  of  whom  was  a  native. 


The  loss  in  the  French  General  Hospital,  so  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  has  been, — 


Admissions. 

Deaths. 

On  the  25th  July  - 
„     26th    „  - 
„     27th  „ 
„     28th    „  - 
„     29th  „ 

not  ascert. 
do. 
do. 
51 
22 

25 
15 
7 
42 
27 

Total  - 

73 

116 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Gen.  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B.,        Inspector  General  of 
&c.  &c.  Hospitals. 


No.  36. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  3rd  August  1854. 

As  I  am  very  anxious  to  ascertain  the  nature  of 
the  winter  dress,  the  outer  as  well  as  the  inner 
clothing  of  the  Russian  soldier,  and  also  of  the 
Austrian,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  you  will  be 
pleased  to  make  inquiries  into  this  subject,  and  favour 
me  with  the  required  information  as  soon  as  you  have 
been  able  to  obtain  it, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  37. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Sir,  Varna,  3rd  August  1854, 

I  HAVE  tlie  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
Minutes  of  a  Medical  Committee  assembled  by  order 
of  Lord  Raglan,  Commanding  the  Forces  in  Turkey, 
and  to  inform  you  that  his  Lordship  has  been  pleased 
to  sanction  the  committee's  recommendation  regard- 
ing the  issue  of  a  spirit  ration,  and  has  increased  the 
soldiers'  ration  by  the  addition  of  two  ounces  of  rice, 
and  half  a  pound  of  meat,  on  account  of  the  uncertain 
supply  of  fresh  vegetables,  and  the  poor  quality  of 
the  meat  issued  by  the  contractor,  I  am  no  great 
advocate  for  the  use  of  spirits,  as  you  know,  nor  have 
,J  ever  seen  them  of  much  use,  and  the  present  occa- 


sion is  no  exception  ;  but  as  public  opinion  was  much 
in  favour  of  tlie  measure,  I  yielded  my  opinion  to  the 
majority,  taking  care  to  make  the  quantity  small,  and 
coupling  it  with  a  recommendation  for  coffee  in  the 
evening,  which  I  must  own  I  have  more  faith  in. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Smith,  Inspector  Geryeral  of 

&c.  &c.  Hospitals. 


"  We  the  undersigned,  being  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  order  of  General  Lord  Raglan,  Commander 
of  the  Forces  serving  in  Turkey,  to  report  on  the 
necessity  or  advisability  of  issuing  a  spirit  ration  to 
the  soldiers  of  this  army  during  the  present  prevalence 
of  cholera  and  diarrhoja,  are  of  opinion  that  a  small 
ration  of  spirit  would  be  beneficial  to  the  health  of 
the  men  under  existing  circumstances,  and  beo-  to 
recommend  that  one  in  the  proportion  of  sixty-four 
to  a  gallon  be  issued,  mixed  with  water,  and  given 
after  dinner,  and  a  basin  of  hot  coifee  and  biscuit  in 
the  evening. 

"  We  further  take  leave  to  recommend  that  cholera 
belts  be  issued  and  worn  by  the  men  ;  that  no  drills 
or  fatigues  take  place  in  the  morning  until  the  men 
have  either  had  breakfast,  or  at  all  events  some  coflee 
and  biscuit  ;  and  that  commanding  officers  of  corps 
be  enjoined  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch  over  their  can- 
teens, by  causing  frequent  inspections  to  be  made,  at 
uncertain  periods,  both  by  the  medical  officers  and 
officers  of  the  day,  to  prevent  any  sour  and  unwhole- 
some wine  or  liquors  from  being  sold  there,  as  diar- 
rhcea  is  very  prevalent  at  present  ;  that  the  men  be 
encouraged  and  advised  to  report  their  sickness  at 
once  to  the  medical  officers,  because  the  disease  has 
hitherto  been  found  manageable  when  seen  in  the 
early  stages,  but  if  neglected  liable  to  terminate  in 
cholera. 

"  We  are  of  opinion  the  bread  issued  to  the  soldiers 
is  of  an  inferior  quality,  being  dark,  heavy,  badly 
baked,  and  very  liable  to  disorder  the  bowels,  and  we 
suggest  that  better  should  be  provided,  composed  of 
Avheaten  flour  alone,  which  we  are  inclined  to  believe 
is  not  the  case  with  the  present  contract  bread.  A 
portion  of  wheat  might  be  ground  at  the  mills  at 
Devna,  under  the  supervision  of  military  authority, 
and  made  into  bread,  which  we  think,  by  contrast, 
would  soon  show  the  inferior  quality  of  the  con- 
tractor's meal  ;  and  if  this  cannot  be  carried  into 
effect,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
issue  biscuit  in  place  of  bread  during  tlie  prevalence 
of  cholera. 

(Signed) 

J.  Hall,  M.D., 

"  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 
"  D.  DUMBRECK,  M.D., 

"  Dep.  Insi^ector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
"  W.  Linton,  M.D., 

"  Dep.  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
"  J,  Forrest,  M.D., 

"  Dep.  Inspector  Gen,  of  Hospitals. 
"  W,  Cruickshank, 

"  1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon." 


No.  38. 

18th  August  1854. 
List  of  additional  articles  of  bedding  required  to 
be  sent  to  Turkey  for  tlie  use  of  the  army  whilst  in 
winter  quarters,  given  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  by 
Dr.  Smith:  — 

60,000  blankets, 
40,000  rugs. 
40,000  palliasses, 
40,000  bolsters. 
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No.  39. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Br.  Smith. 
SiR^  Varna,  21st  August  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the 
3d  instant,  and  my  reply  of  tlie  17tli,  on  the  subject 
of  the  winter  clothing  of  the  Austrian  and  Russian 
soldiers,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  a  state- 
ment Mr.  Jenner,  Purveyor,  has  procured  for  me 
from  two  of  tlie  interpreters  who  are  employed  in 
this  camp,  and  who  seem  conversant  with  tlie  subject 
from  long  residence  amongst  the  Austrians  and  Rus- 
sians, and  as  they  have  no  object  in  telling  an 
untruth,  perhaps  their  statements  may  be  depended 
on. 

I  liave,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of 

&c.    &c.  Hospitals. 


Memorandum  of  Clothing  worn  by  Austrian  and 
Russian  Soldiers  in  the  Winter. 

Austrian. 

Cap. — Oilskin,  lined  with  AvooUen  cloth,  with  a  fall 
to  fasten  under  the  chin  ;  this  fall  protects  the 
ears  and  neck. 

Cravat. — A  long  woollen  scarf. 

Shirts. — A  flannel  shirt  with  a  linen  one  over  it. 

Socks. — Worsted  socks,  with  cotton  socks  drawn  over 
them. 

Trowsers. — Tiiick  cloth. 
Waistcoat. — Double-breasted  thick  cloth. 
Coat. — Ditto  ditto. 
Over-coat. — Thick  clotli,  witli  cape. 
Gloves. — Sheepskin  wltli  worsted  palms. 
Boots. — Long  Ijoots  drawn  over  the  trowsers,  and  the 
boots  reacii  nearly  to  the  knee. 

Russian. 

Cap. — Tliick  cloth,  in  sliape  somewhat  like  a  forage 
cap,  but  no  peak  to  it;  it  has  a  fall  to  it,  which 
covers  the  ears  and  neck. 

Cravat. — Handkerchief. 

Shirts. — A  sheepskin,  with  a  coarse  linen  shirt  over. 
Socks. — None.     Rags  and  canvas   tied  round  the 
legs. 

Trowsers. — Thick  cloth. 
Waistcoat. — Linen  padded  with  cotton. 
Jacket. — Thick  cloth. 
Over-coat. — Thick  cloth,  with  cape. 
Gloves. — Sheepskin,  or  very  thick  cloth,  with  worsted 
palms. 

Boots. — Long  boots  drawn  over  the  trowsers;  the 
boots  reach  Avithin  about  6  inches  of  the 
knee. 

On  guard  the  sentry  has  a  large  over-coat  of  sheep- 
skin which  reaches  to  the  ankles,  and  has  a 
high  collar  that  protects  the  ears  and  neck  ; 
he  is  also  provided  with  over-boots  lined  with 
sheepskin. 

(Signed)       K.  Jenner. 

Varna,  21st  Angst  18o4. 


No.  40. 

Mr,  Menzies  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Lord  Raglan's  Army, 
General  Hospital,  vScutari, 
Sir,  24th  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  22d  ultimo,  and  to  inform 
you  in  reply  thereto,  that  immediate  ste]>s  had  been 
taken  by  the  Turkish  authorities  to  have  the  nuisances 
1  couiplained  of  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  the  hos- 
])it;d,  and  more  particularly  the  manufactory  that  had 
been  established  for  nuisical  instruments  ;  the  drain- 
age has  also  been  much  improved,  and  the  privies 


looked  to  and  thoroughly  cleansed  out,  so  that  the  air 
both  within  and  without  the  establishment  has  been 
much  improved  by  the  sanitary  measures  that  have 
l)een  adopted,  and  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  see  are 
in  future  strictly  carried  out. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 
Dr.  Smith,  Statl'  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  41. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Under  Secretary,  War 
Department. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  11th  Sept.  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Captain  Austen,  suggesting  that  a 
vessel  should  be  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing to  Turkey  a  supply  of  potatoes  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  and  requesting  my  opinion  as  to  the  propriety, 
in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  of  sending  out  a  consign- 
ment of  this  nature. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  state  for  the  information  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  that  if  good  wholesome 
jiotatoes,  in  the  proportion  of  one  pound  per  man, 
could  be  issued  daily  for  the  troops  in  Turkey,  even 
for  a  month,  I  am  of  opinion  it  would  doubtless  prove 
conducive  both  to  their  comfort  and  their  health.^ 

I  fear,  however,  that  should  potatoes  be  sent  from 
this  country,  they  would  not  be  found  to  possess  the 
requisite  equalities  by  the  time  they  were  served  out 
to  the  troops,  as  I  suspect,  from  what  has  hitherto 
come  under  my  own  observation,  that  a  very  great 
part  of  them  would  be  seriously  damaged  during  the 
voyage. 

I  therefore  beg  to  recommend,  that  the  opinion  of 
persons  who  have  had  experience  of  what  these 
vegetables  can  be  subjected  to  without  injury,  should 
be  taken  before  the  experiment  suggested  by  Captain 
Austen  be  tried. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Under  Secretary,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  42. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  dated  "  Camp  in  front  of 
Sehastopol,  27th  October  1854,"  addressed  to  Dr. 
Smith  by  Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals. 

"  The  want  of  vegetables,  too,  is  beginning  to  be 
felt,  and  rejpresentations  have  been  made  to  endea- 
vour to  get  potatoes  and  onions  brought  for  the 
men's  use.  Hitherto  the  weather  has  been  singu- 
larly favourable  to  us,  but  each  day  brings  us  nearer 
to  the  change,  which  every  one  who  knows  the  coun- 
try says  we  may  expect  before  the  Avinter  sets  in  ; 
and  that  during  the  Avinter  it  Avill  be  quite  impossible 
for  the  army  to  keep  the  field,  or  to  exist  under 
canvas." 


No.  43. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  '  Department,  28th  October  1854. 

A  question  having  been  put  to  me  for  any  in- 
formation that  I  can  furnish  from  the  experience  of 
medical  officers  in  respect  to  the  efficacy  and  utility 
of  the  supplies  of  Moore's  Concentrated  Milk  and 
Cocoa  and  Milk,  sent  out  to  the  army  in  the  East, 
I  have  to  request  that  yon  Avill  forAvard  to  me  a 
report  thereon  Avith  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
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I  feel  unwilling  to  call  your  attention  to  such  a 
subject  at  the  present  time,  but  the  information  is 
desired  in  order  to  determine  upon  the  expediency  of 
despatching  a  further  supply  of _  these  articles  for  the 
use  of  the  troops  during  the  forthcoming  winter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


If  they  do  not,  you  will  be  pleased  to  state  what 
number  and  description  of  stoves  will  be  required  for 
the  purpose  above  mentioned,  and  also  what  size  and 
length  of  iron  funnelling  will  be  necessary  for  each 
stove. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  44. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  General 
of  Hospitals,  to  Dr.  Smith,  Director  General  of 
the  Army  Medical  Department,  dated 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
2d  November  1854. 
"  I  AM  sorry  to  say,  you  will  observe  the  health  of 
the  army  is  by  no  means  in  a  satisfactory  condition, 
although  cholera  has  now  nearly  left  us.  The  duty 
of  the  men  is  very  severe,  and  they  have  had  to 
encounter  exposure  and  privations  which  have  low- 
ered the  standard  of  health  amongst  them,  and  ren- 
dered them  more  susceptible  of  disease  than  perhaps 
they  would  otherwise  have  been.  At  present  the 
men  have  tents,  and  an  effort  is  being  made  to  get 
them  regularly  supplied  with  vegetables,  Avhich  was 
becoming  very  necessary,  as  in  some  instances  the 
men  were  beginning  to  show  symptoms  of  scurvy. 
The  cases,  however,  are  few,  and  all  those  I  have 
seen  are  of  a  mild  character,  but  still  it  would  not 
be  judicious  to  let  such  a  disease  gain  ground,  as  we 
should  soon  have  its  formidable  concomitant  dysen- 
tery. Of  the  first  importation  which  arrived  two 
days  ago,  I  got  a  fair  proportion  of  potatoes,  onions, 
and  cabbages  distributed  to  the  sick  in  hospital 
gratis  ;  the  remainder  was  sent  to  the  divisions  of 
the  army.  To-day  I  hear  another  vessel  has  arrived 
with  150  tons  of  different  kinds  of  vegetables  on 
board,  Avhich  I  am  quite  sure  will  be  eagerly  pur- 
chased by  the  men,  who  seem  fully  sensible  of  their 
value  and  importance  to  health." 


45. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  3d  November  1854. 

Chloride  of  lime,  chloride  of  zinc,  and  chlo- 
ride of  soda  having  been  supplied  for  the  use  of 
the  troops  of  Lord  Raglan's  army,  as  deodorizing 
agents,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  inform 
me,  after  full  trial  has  been  made  of  each  of  these 
articles,  which  of  them  appears  to  be  the  most 
efficient  for  the  purposes  required,  and  which,  in 
your  opinion,  ought  to  be  hereafter  supplied. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith. 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer,  " 
&c.  &c. 


No.  46. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  9th  November  1854, 

As  a  large  amount  of  sick  is  likely  to  require 
accommodation  during  the  winter  months  in  the 
hospital  at  Scutari,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you 
will  inform  me  whether  proper  means  exist  for 
warming  that  establishment. 


No.  47. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  15th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  you  will  inform 
me  whether  you  consider  the  ale  and  porter  which 
the  Government  has  sent  out  to  Turkey  from  time  to 
time,  to  be  advantageous  to  the  health  of  the  troops, 
and  if  the  practice  hitherto  adopted  should  be  con- 
tinued. 

You  will  also  be  pleased  to  state  whether  either 
of  the  above  articles,  or  both,  prove  useful  to  the 
sick,  and  if  they  can  be  had  at  the  hospitals  in  sufficient 
quantities. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  48. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Ai-my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  16th  November  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  27th  ultimo, 
stating  that  the  want  of  vegetables  is  beginning  to  be 
felt,  I-have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  there  is  a 
large  supply  of  two  kinds  of  preserved  potatoes  in  the 
commissariat  stores  in  Turkey  ready  for  issue. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  49. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  '  Department,  I7th  November  1854. 

Scurvy  having  unfortunately  made  its  appear- 
ance among  the  forces  serving  at  the  seat  of  war,  I 
have  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  General  Commanding 
in  Chief  the  urgent  necessity  of  immediately  trans- 
mitting a  large  supply  of  lime  and  lemon  juice  for  the 
use  of  the  forces  in  the  Crimea. 

In  reference  to  this  matter,  I  beg  to  submit  that  in- 
quiry be  made  of  the  Admiralty  whether  these  articles 
can  be  furnished  from  the  naval  stores  at  Malta,  or 
from  the  Black  Sea  Fleet;  and  if  not,  that  they  would 
be  pleased  to  advise  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  to  ob- 
tain the  articles  referred  to,  particularly  the  lemon  juice, 
which  is  said  to  be  extensively  used  in  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  and  to  be  procured  in  large  quantity  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  50. 

D.  Menzies,  Esq.  to  M.  Wreford,  Esq. 

General  Hospital,  vScutari, 
Sir,  17th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  to  bring  to  your  notice  complaints  made  to 
me,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  accompanying  papers,  by 
the  Superintending  Divisional  Medical  Officers  in  the 
Barrack  Hospital  of  various  kinds,  requiring  to  be 
immediately  remedied  by  your  department,  but  more 
particularly  with  respect  to  the  r(!quisitions  sent  in  for 
numerous  and  indispensable  articles  not  being  attended 
to  or  furnished,  and  without  which  it  is  impossible 
that  medical  officers  can  pei'form  their  duty  in  a  way 
satisfactory  to  themselves  or  benefit  to  their  patients. 

I  need  scarcely  say,  that  at  a  time  like  this,  no  want 
of  any  kind  should  l)e  for  a  moment  alloAved  to  re- 
main unanswered;  and  if  you  have  not  the  articles  so 
urgently  required  in  your  store,  or  any  other  sujiplies 
that  arc  likely  to  be  required,  I  beg  you  Avill  at  once 
inform  me  and  lose  no  time  in  having  them  purchased, 
as  the  ambassador  requests  that  this  should  be 
done. 

I  have  also  to  impress  upon  you  the  great  necessity 
of  having  the  privies  at  the  barracks  put  in  proper 
order,  and  all  other  sources  of  impurity  removed;  and 
if  you  find  the  pioneers  do  not  exert  themselves,  it 
might  be  necessary  to  apply  to  have  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer  appointed  to  see  that  the  strictest  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  the  orders  given  in  keeping  the  barrack 
hospital  privies  in  a  proper  state  of  cleanliness,  and 
which  is  so  indispensably  necessary  for  the  general 
health  and  comfort  of  the  whole  establishment.  I  will 
thank  you  to  return  the  letters  enclosed  for  your 
perusal. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Mkxzies, 
Deputy  Inspector  General,  &c. 

M.  Wreford,  Esq, 
&c.  &c. 


D.  Menzies,  Esq.  to  M.  Wreford,  Esq. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
SiK,  17th  November  1854. 

In  consequence  of  the  delay  and  inconvenience 
which  has  from  time  to  time  arisen  to  the  public  ser- 
vice from  there  being  no  purveyor  quartered  here,  I 
have  to  request  you  will  direct  immediately  an  officer 
of  this  rank  to  be  permanently  resident  at  the  General 
Hospital  in  future,  and  with  whom  I  may  be  able  to 
communicate  at  any  moment  I  find  the  necessity  of 
the  service  may  require  me  to  do  so. 

I  have,  &c. 
(^^Signed)       D.  Menzies, 

Deputy  Inspector  General,  &c, 

M.  Wreford,  Esq., 
&c.  &c. 


D.  Menzies,  Esq.  to  M.  Wreford,  Esq. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Suj,  20th  November  1854. 

In  acknowledging  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
tlio  IStli  instant,  in  winch  you  state  that  Mr.  Ward 
may  shortly  be  relieved  from  his  charge,  and  taking 
other  things  into  consideration  it  is  not  my  wish  that 
he  should  be  ordered  to  come  to  reside  at  the  hospital; 
Init  I  have  to  direct  you  will  send  Mr.  Rogers  in  his 
place  immediately  to  rei)Iace  the  young  man  recently 
come  out  from  England,  and  therefore  quite  inex- 
perienced in  the  duties  of  his  department  to  be  of 
service  to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 
Deputy  Inspector  General,  &c. 

M.  Wreford,  Esq., 
&c.  &c. 


M.  Wreford,  Esq.  to  D.  Menzies,  Esq. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sib,  20th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  this  day's  date,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  18th  instant, 
in  which  you  state  "  that  as  Mr.  Ward  may  be  shortly 
relieved  from  his  charge,  and  taking  other  circum- 
stances into  consideration,  it  is  not  your  wish  that 
he  should  be  ordered  to  come  to  reside  at  the  hospital," 
but  you  are  pleased  to  direct,  that  I  will  send  Mr. 
Rogers  in  his  place  to  replace  the  young  man  recently 
come  out  from  England. 

In  answer  to  which  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I 
claim  the  right  of  superintendence,  control,  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  my  department, 
not  only  by  a  previous  understanding  with  the  War 
Office  authorities  before  I  accepted  my  appointment, 
but  also  liy  the  Secretary  at  War's  instructions  for  my 
guidance. 

I  beg,  however,  to  inform  you  now  as  I  have  done 
before,  that  I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  and  willing 
to  co-operate  with  you  and  all  other  medical  officers 
in  doing  what  may  appear  best  for  carrying  out  our 
duties  in  the  most  cordial  and  efficient  manner. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       M.  Wreford, 

Purveyor  in  Chief. 

D.  Menzies,  Esq. 
Deputy  Inspector  General, 
&c.  &c. 

* 

«   

D.  Menzies,  Esq.  to  M.  Wreford,  Esq. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sir,  18th  November  1854. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  from  his 
Excellency  Lord  Stratford  de  Redcliffe,  which  I 
referred  to  you,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  requesting  to 
have  a  list  of  such  articles  as  we  required  for  the 
hospital,  including  the  number  or  quantities  of  each 
as  may  be  desirable  for  the  more  complete  informa- 
tion of  those  who  are  to  provide  them;  your  imme- 
diate attention  to  this  is  required,  having  received  a 
communication  from  the  Military  Secretary  to  supply 
the  list  called  for  by  his  Excellency  without  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 

Deputy  Inspector  General,  &c. 

M.  Wreford,  Esq., 
&c,    &c.  &c. 


No.  51. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  18th  November,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  large 
supplies  of  warm  winter  clothing,  consisting  of 
drawers,  socks,  &c.,  have  been  sent  out  to  Turkey 
for  distribution  amongst  the  troops  of  the  British 
army  ;  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  for  steps  to  be 
innnediately  taken  on  their  arrival  to  ensure  a  proper 
proportion  being  allotted  to  all  men  at  that  time  in 
the  various  military  hospitals,  including  the  atten- 
dants, as  well  as  the  sick  and  wounded  under  treat- 
ment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)     A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


C2 
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No.  52. 

Major  General  Yorke  to  the  Director  General. 

Horse  Guards, 
SiK^  20tli  November,  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  ITtli 
instant,  I  am  directed  by  the  General  Commanding  in 
Chief  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Admiralty,  stating  that  as  the  lemon  juice 
on  Ijoard  the  ships  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  in  store  at 
Malta,  is  not  more  than  sulHcient  for  the  requirements 
of  the  fleet,  directions  have  been  given  for  40,000  lbs. 
of  that  article  being  shipped  immediately  in  steam 
vessels  about  to  leave  tliis  country,  consigned  to  the 
Commissary  General  in  the  Crimea,  and  adding  that 
lemon  juice  squeezed  last  year  may  be  obtained  to 
some  extent  at  Messina,  although  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
quality  is  equal  to  that  issued  to  the  navy. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)       C.  Yorke. 

The  Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


SiEj  Admiralty,  18th  November,  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant, 
I  beg  to  acquaint  you  that  the  lemon-juice  in  store  at 
Malta,  and  on  board  the  ships  in  the  Black  Sea,  is 
not  more  than  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the 
fleet,  and  that  directions  have  therefore  been  given 
for  40,000  lbs.  of  that  article  being  shipped  imme- 
' diatehj  in  steam  vessels  about  to  leave  tliis  country, 
consigned  to  the  Connnissary  General  in  the  Crirrfea, 
the  delivery  to  be  made  according  to  the  order  of  the 
senior  Officer  of  the  Commissariat  at  Constantinople, 
and  you  will  be  duly  advised  of  the  shipment  thereof. 

beg  to  add,  that  it  is  understood  that  supplies  of 
lemon  juice  squeezed  last  year  may  be  obtained  to 
some  extent  at  Messina,  although  it  is  not  known 
that  the  quality  thereof  is  equal  to  that  of  the  juice 
issued  in  the  na^y  ;  and  I  request  you  will_  be 
pleased  to  cause  a  timely  requisition  to  be  made  if  a 
further  quantity  should  be  required  to  be  supplied 
from  this  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  T.  Grant. 

The  Military  Secretary, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  53. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  21st  November,  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  in  con- 
sequence of  your  having  expressed  in  one  of  your 
late  letters  a  fear  that  scurvy  was  about  appearing  in 
the  army  in  the  East,  I  have  succeeded  in  getting 
the  Admiralty  to  give  the  necessary  instructions  for 
the  shipment  of  40,000  lbs.  of  lime  juice,  which  will 
be  immediately  forwarded  by  steam  vessels  from  this 
country,  consigned  to  the  Commissary  General  in  the 
Crimea. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  54. 

Major  General  Yorke  to  the  Director  General. 

Sir,  Horse  Guards,  25th  November,  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  20th  instant, 
I  am  directed  by  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief 


to  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a 
communication  which  has  been  received  from  the 
Admiralty,  stating  that  20,016  lbs.  of  lemon  juice, 
being  a  further  portion  of  the  40,000  lbs.  of  that 
article  to  be  sent  to  the  East,  for  tlie  use  of  the  sick 
of  the  army  in  the  Crimea,  were  shipped  at  Gosport 
on  the  "  Esk  "  steam  transport,  which  is  expected  to 
leave  Portsmouth  to-day. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       C.  Yorke. 

The  Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


Sir,  Admiralty,  24tli  November,  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant, 
I  beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
General  Commanding  in  Chief,  that  20,016  lbs.  of 
lemon  juice,  being  a  further  portion  of  the  40,000  lbs. 
of  that  article  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  the  18th, 
were  shipped  at  Gosj^ort  on  the  23rd  instant  in  the 
"  Esk  "  steam  transport,  which  is  expected  to  leave 
Portsmouth  to-day  for  the  Black  Sea. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       T.  Grant. 

Major  General  Yorke. 


No.  55. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer, 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27th  November,  1854. 

Ada'erting  to  my  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  information 
has  been  received  from  the  Admiralty  that  10,080  lbs. 
lemon  juice,  being  a  portion  of  the  supply  therein 
referred  to,  was  shipped  at  Deptford  on  the  21st 
instant  in  the  "  Holyrood  "  steamer,  which  vessel  is 
expected  to  leave  England  on  or  about  the  24th 
instant. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  in- 
telligence that  a  further  supply  of  20,016  lbs.  of 
lemon  juice  has  been  shipped  on  board  the  "Esk" 
steam  transport,  which  was  expected  to  leave  Ports- 
mouth on  the  25th  instant. 


No.  56. , 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  29th  November  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  instant, 
informing  you  that  a  supply  of  lemon  juice  has  been 
forwarded  for  the  use  of  Lord  Raglan's  army,  I  liave 
the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  had  much 
conversation  on  the  subject  of  scurvy  with  Dr.  Budd, 
who  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  this  disease, 
and  written  respecting  it  in  Dr.  Tweedie's  Library 
of  Medicine.  He  states  that  in  order  ettectually  to 
arrest  the  disease  it  is  necessary  for  the  patient  to 
take  one  ounce  and  upwards  of  lemon  juice  daily. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  57. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  1st  December  1854. 

As  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  army  in 
the  Crimea  will  suffer  during  the  winter  from  scarcity 
of  vegetables,  and  that  in  consequence  scurvy  is  likely 
to  prevail,  I  have  to  recommend,  for  the  approval  of 
the  General  Comnianding-in-Chief,  that  a  further 
supply  of  40,000  gallons  of  lime  juice,  agreeably  to 
the  requisition  herewith  enclosed,  may  be  forwarded 
to  Balaklava  with  the  least  possible  delay,  in  addition 
to  the  quantity  proposed  to  be  supplied  by  the 
Admiralty,  and  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the  20tli 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  communication  from  that  depart- 
ment, and  dated  the  8th  Noveml)er. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


Requisition  for  a  supply  of  lime  juice  for  the  use  of 
the  army  in  the  East. 

Lime  juice,  40,000  gallons.    30th  November  1854. 

(Signed)       A.  Smith. 
To  be  consigned   and  addressed  to  the  Senior 
Commissary  of  the  Forces. 


With  regard  to  the  bedding,  I  may  state  that  when 
our  hospitals  were  visited  by  the  Turkish  authorities 
they  expressed  a  wish  to  supply  us  with  any  articles 
that  we  might  require.  At  this  time  our  wounded 
were  placed  chiefly  on  our  own  boards  and  trestles; 
but  as  our  Varna  stores  had  not  arrived,  and  as  it 
was  impossiljle  to  say  at  what  moment  we  might 
have  a  thousand  additional  Avounded  men  on  our 
hands,  I  thought  it  prudent  at  least  to  accept  of  their 
offer,  and  which  led  consequently  to  my  again  apply- 
ing for  a  supply  to  the  ambassador.  Having  made 
application  to  Mr.  Wreford,  the  Chief  Purveyor,  for 
a  return  of  the  bedding  then  in  store  here  and  else- 
where in  Turkey,  I  beg  to  enclose  his  reply. 

Having  made  the  foregoing  explanation,  I  hope 
you  will  clearly  understand  that  it  was  not  an  abso- 
lute want  of  those  articles  that  made  me  ask  for 
them,  but  perhaps  an  excessive  degree  of  anxiety 
regarding  the  charge  which  I  had,  and  which  led  me 
to  determine,  whatever  might  occur,  that  did  I  err,  it 
should  at  least  be  on  the  safe  side. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Duncan  Menzies, 

Deputy  Inspector  General,  &c. 

I  beg  leave  to  send  you  tlie  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  myself  and  Mr.  Wreford  on 
the  sul)ject  of  stoves. 
Dr.  Andrew  vSmith, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  58. 

D,  Menzies,  Esq.  to  Dr.  Smith. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sii:,  5th  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  in  Avhich  you  refer  to  a 
communication  that  passed  between  Lord  Stratford 
de  Kedcliffe  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  what  might 
be  recpiired  in  the  British  Hospitals  at  Scutari,  and 
in  which  you  express  some  concern  relative  to  the 
articles  that  I  parti  ^ilarly  specified,  of  hospital  bed- 
ding and  stoves  for  warming  the  buildings.  I 
distinctly  stated  in  that  letter  to  Lord  Stratford  de 
Redcliff'e,  that  "  the  sick  and  wounded  in  this  hos- 
pital have  received  every  care  and  attention  which 
their  situation  so  imperatively  demanded;"  and  I  beg 
to  report  to  you,  that  whether  as  regards  supplies  of 
medicines,  medical  comforts,  bedding,  stoves,  or  any 
other  articles  which  could  prove  conducive  to  their 
comforts  and  necessities,  there  had  been  no  want,  and 
moreover,  that  throughout  the  whole  of  the  trying 
period  during  which  I  have  been  at  the  head  of  the 
Medical  Staff"  at  Scutari,  these  subjects  have  had  my 
earnest  and  watcliful  solicitude. 

I  feel  sorry  that  you  should  have  entertained  the 
slightest  misgiving  as  regarded  the  subject,  but  I 
trust  that  the  explanation  which  I  shall  proceed  to 
give  will  satisfy  you  that  the  confidence  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  put  in  me  has  not  been  mis- 
placed. 

.Some  time  before  the  cold  weather  set  in  I  applied 
to  the  Engineer  department  at  this  station  for  some 
additional  stoves  to  be  erected  in  the  wards  of  this 
building  and  in  the  barracks,  not  that  they  were  then 
necessary,  ljut  because  the  foresight  which  my  position 
here  calls  upon  me  to  exercise  led  to  the  presumption 
that  before  long  they  might  be  required.  My 
in(juiries  resulted  in  the  information  that  the  Turkish 
Government  themselves  preferred  erecting  the  stoves 
in  question,  as  they  Avere  apprehensive  that  our 
Avorkmen,  being  unacquainted  Avith  the  nature  of  their 
buildings,  might  fail  to  do  the  Avork  Avith  safety,  this 
Aviil  explain  to  you  my  reason  for  alluding  to  the 
subject  in  my  communication  Avith  his  Excellency 
the  Ambassadoi-,  through  Avhom  all  communications 
Avith  the  Turkish  authorities  must  necessarily  pass. 


D.  Menzies,  Esq.  to  M.  Wreford,  Esq. 

•  Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office, 

Sir,  Scutari,  3rd  December  1854. 

As  it  is  noAV  a  month  since  a  Board  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  means  for  Avarming  the 
hospitals  at  Scutari,  I  haA^e  to  request  that  you  Avill 
have  the  goodness  to  acquaint  me  Avhat  progress  is 
made  in  the  placing  of  stoves  in  the  Avards  ;  and  also, 
as  far  as  you  knoAV,  Avhen  the  number  required  Avill 
be  put  up,  and  any  reasons  for  the  delay  Avhicli  has 
already  taken  place;  as  the  Aveather  is  becoming  cold 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  have  some  definite  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.  As  you  were  President  of 
the  Board  I  look  to  you  for  as  much  assistance  in  the 
matter  as  possible. 

I  have,  8c c. 
(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 
Deputy  Inspector  General. 

M.  Wreford,  Esq. 
Chief  Purveyor. 


M.  Wreford,  Esq.  to  D.  Menzies,  Esq. 

Barrack  Hospital, 
Sir,  4th  December  1854. 

Having  referred  your  letter  of  yesterday  relative 
to  the  progress  making  in  the  erection  of  the  stoves 
for  Avarming  the  hospitals  to  the  Commanding  Royal 
Engineer,  I  beg  to  enclose  hercAvith  Lieutenant 
Gordon's  reply  for  your  information. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       M.  Wreford, 

Purveyor  in  Chief. 

D.  Menzies,  Esq. 

Deputy  Inspector  General,  &c. 


Royal  Engineers'  Office, 
Sir,  Scutari  Barracks,  4tli  December  1854. 

I  beg  to  inform  you,  relative  to  the  Inspector 
General  of  Hospitals'  letter  respecting  the  progress 
made  in  placing  stoves  in  the  Avards  of  the  hospitals, 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  wards  in  the  Barrack 
Hospital  are  at  the  present  moment  provided  Avith 
stoves,  and  that  the  number  demanded  for  the  General 
Hospital  on  the  16th  ultimo  haA'e  this  day  been  taken 
over  to  that  building,  to  be  erected  in  the  quarters 
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mentioned  in  the  requisition.  I  am  in  hopes  that  the 
whole  number  of  stoves  required  for  the  hospital  will 
be  erected  in  about  a  fortnight  from  this  date  ;  but  to 
speak  with  any  certainty  about  even  the  probable 
time  of  completion  of  a  work  for  the  execution  of 
which  I  am  dependent  on  Turks,  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       E.  C.  Gordon, 
Lieutenant,  Royal  Engineers. 

M.  Wreford,  Esq. 

Purveyor  in  Chief. 

M.  Wreford,  Esq.  to  D.  Menzies,  Esq. 

Scutari, 

gjj{  5th  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  3rd  instant,  stating  that  the 
Director  General  desires  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  apply  to  the  Turkish  Government,  through 
the  British  ambassador,  for  the  loan  of  200  sets  of 
bedding. 

In  reply  to  which,  I  beg  to  call  to  your  attention 
that  at  the  time  the  request  was  made  sick  and 
wounded  men  were  arriving  from  the  Crimea  daily  in 
considerable  numbers,  and  although  the  stores  then 
in  our  possession  here  were  sufficient  to  meet  the 
immediate  demands,  yet  as  Dr.  Hall  had  wi-itten  to 
you  requesting  accommodation  to  be  prepared  forth- 
with for  the  reception  of  at  least  one  thousand  more 
than  those  then  dispatching  from  Balaklava,  who 
might  shortly  be  expected  to  follow,  and  as  our 
expected  stores  from  Varna  had  not  arrived,  it  was 
deemed  important  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  offer  of 
the  Turkish  Government  to  assist  us  in  emergency, 
and  hence  the  application  which  was  in  due  course 
complied  with. 

The  supply  was  of  great  assistance  in  preparing  us 
for  the  expected  event  notified  by  the  Inspector 
General  of  Hospitals. 

The  return  of  the  distribution  of  the  Purveyor's 
Stores  which  have  been  sent  out  from  England  for 
the  use  of  this  army  I  am  not  yet  in  possession  of 
sufficient  data  to  furnish.  Application,  however,  has 
been  made  to  the  Purveying  Officers  in  charge  at 
distant  stations,  as  well  as  this,  to  furnish  me,  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  with  returns  of  all  stores 
that  have  come  into  their  charge,  showing  the  sources 
from  whence  received,  and  the  disposal. 

When  I  get  these  returns,  which  I  hope  shortly  to 
receive,  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  the  Director 
General  all  the  information  he  seeks  upon  this  impor- 
.  tant  subject,  which  I  beg  to  add  has  already  received 
much  of  my  attention. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       M.  Wrefokd, 

Purveyor  in  Chief. 

D.  Menzies,  Esq. 

Deputy  Inspector  General,  &c. 


No.  59. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  6th  December,  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  an  additional 
supply  of  lime  juice  amounting  to  40,000  gallons  will 
shortly  be  sent  out  to  the  Crimea,  and  which  will, 
I  trust,  be  a  sufficient  quantity  to  enable  you  effec- 
tually to  guard  against  the  outbreak  of  scurvy  among 
the  troops. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General, 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  60. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  A.  Smith. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  6th  December,  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  weekly  state  in 
duplicate  to  the  2d  inst.,  by  which  you  will  notice 
there  is  a  considerable  increase  of  sickness  confined 
chiefly  to  the  recruits  and  new  regiments.  The  duty 
is  very  severe,  twelve  hours  in  and  twelve  hours  out 
of  the  trenches.  The  weather  for  the  last  three 
weeks  has  been  wet,  cold,  and  tempestuous;  the  men 
are  indifferently  clad,  not  well  fed,  and  they  have 
had  but  scant  means  of  cooking.  Within  the  last 
three  days  an  order  has  been  given  to  issue  com- 
pressed fuel  and  lights  to  the  troops;  and  a  supply 
of  blankets,  and  warm  under  clothing  has  arrived 
and  is  in  course  of  distribution;  but  the  road  to 
Balaklava  is  almost  impassable  at  present,  and  every- 
thing has  to  be  brought  up  on  packhorses,  and  there 
is  only  a  limited  number  of  them,  so  that  getting  up 
supplies  is  a  work  of  time  and  labour.  I  think 
cholera  has  decreased  within  the  last  few  days,  but 
the  deaths,  I  regret  to  say,  continue  numerous. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  Hall, 

Inspector  General, 

Dr.  A.  Smith,  Director  General, 
&c.  8fc. 


No.  61. 

Major  General  C.  Yorke  to  the  Director  General  of 
the  Medical  Department. 

Horse  Guards, 
Sir,  nth  December,  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant, 
enclosing  a  requisition  for  an  additional  supply  of 
40,000  lbs.  of  lemon  juice  for  the  use  of  the  army  in 
the  East,  I  am  directed  by  the  General  Commanding 
in  Chief  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Admiralty,  stating  that  no  lemon 
juice  can  be  spared  by  the  Naval  Department  at 
present,  and  to  inform  you  that  a  supply  might  be 
obtained  from  Messina  by  the  commissariat  ;  a 
communication  has  accordingly  been  made  to  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       C.  yoRKE, 

The  Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


W.  Leyborne  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Admiralty, 

Sir,  8th  December  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Director  General 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  a  further  quantity  of 
40,000  lbs.  of  lemon  juice  is  required  for  the  use 
of  the  army  in  the  East,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief, 
that  no  lemon  juice  can  be  spared  from  this  country 
at  present  by  the  Naval  Department,  the  stores  being 
nearly  exhausted  by  the  supply  of  40,000  lbs. 
called  for  by  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo  ;  but  I 
would  suggest  that  a  supply  to  some  extent  could 
probably  be  obtained  from  Messina  by  the  commis- 
sariat, should  his  Lordship  think  it  desirable  to  apply 
to  the  Treasury  for  that  purpose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  Leyborne. 
The  Military  Secretary, 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  62. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals,  Dr.  Hall,  dated  '■^Camp  before  Sebas- 
topol,  15th  December  1854." 

"  On  a  representation  of  mine,  two  steamers 
have  been  told  off,  to  run  between  Scutari  and  Bala- 
kiava,  to  convey  sick  and  wounded  men.  The  two 
steamers  named  are  both  small,  and  will  not  carry 
more  than  150  each,  wliich  will  scarcely  be  sufficieiit 
to  keep  the  fearfully  increasing  sick  list  of  the  army 
within  bounds;  and  I  must  candidly  admit  I  view 
the  progress  of  winter,  in  the  men's  present  over- 
worked and  unprotected  condition,  with  great  alarm. 
The  men  are  squalid,  dirty,  half  clad,  and  covered 
with  vermin  ;  they  are  irregularly  fed,  and  frequently 
have  no  fuel  to  cook  the  scanty  ration  they  obtain, 
which  is  very  often  served  out  to  them  just  as  they 
are  on  the  point  of  marching  off  to  the  trenches, 
where  they  have  no  means  whatever  of  cooking. 
The  thin  bell  tents  they  have  are  a  poor  protection 
against  the  wet  tempestuous  weather  we  have  already 
had;  and  what  will  they  be  when  the  winter  sets  in 
in  earnest,  whicli  we  may  expect  next  month?  The 
duty,  too,  is  both  severe  and  constant;  and  now  that 
the  commissariat  transport  has  failed,  though  a  pre- 
ference Avas  given  to  their  mules  over  the  sick  soldiers 
that  I  wanted  to  obtain  shelter  for,  in  a  village  called 
Karani,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  to  the  rear  of 
where  the  cavalry  lines  formerly  were,  they  have  to 
fetch  their  own  rations  from  Balaklava,  a  distance  of 
at  least  six  miles,  I  should  say,  from  the  right  of  our 
position. 

"  Nearly  a  third  of  the  army  is  sick,  either  present 
or  absent;  and,  though  this  naturally  exceeds  all 
ordinary  calculations  for  supplies,  yet,  with  all 
or  even  greater  disadvantages  in  the  "way  of  transport 
than  any  other,  the  medical  is  the  only  department 
that  is  held  up  to  public  odium. 

"  I  am  (juite  aware  the  poor  sick  or  wounded  soldier 
suffers  more  than  any  one  could  wish,  and  more  than 
he  ought  to  suffer,  if  we  had  a  regularly-organized 
ambulance  corps,  like  that  of  the  French  ;  but  we 
seem  all  to  be  waiters  on  Providence,  and  what  the 
result  will  be,  no  one  yet  can  tell  ;  but  if  something- 
be  not  speedily  done  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
men,  there  will  be  a  very  small  army  indeed  left  in 
the  spring,  to  contend  with  the  mighty  host  that  is 
gathering  in  our  rear. 

"  Cholera  is  ji-aging  in  all  the  newly-arrived  regi- 
ments, and  many  of  the  puny  youthful  recruits  are  so 
broken  dowia  by  duty  and  the  hardships  of  their 
position  that  they  have  not  sufficient  energy  left  to 
cook  then-  rations,  and  they  die,  wlien  attacked  Avith 
any  disease,  from  sheer  exhaustion." 


No.  63. 

Major  General  C.  Yorke  to  the  Director  General, 
Medical  Department. 

Horse  Guards, 
Sir,  16th  December  1854. 

Referring  to  your  letters  of  the  1st  and  5tli 
inst.,  I  am  directed  by  the  General  Commanding  in 
Chief  to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  Treasury,  stating  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  for  procuring  a  supply  of  lime 
or  lemon  juice,  to  the  extent,  if  possible,  of  40,000 
gallons,  at  Messina,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  the 
Crimea,  and  f(n-  shipping  the  same  to  the  consignment 
of  Connnissary  General  Filder,  with  instructions  to 
the  master  of  the  vessel  conveying  it  to  call  for  the 
orders  of  the  senior  commissariat  officer  at  Constan- 
tinople. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       C.  Yorke. 

The  Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


Sir  E.  C.  Trevelyan  to  Major-  General  Yorke. 

Treasury  Chambers, 
Sir,  14th  December  1854. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief, 
with  reference  to  your  letter  dated  11th  inst.,  that 
the  commissariat  officer  in  charge  at  Malta  has  been 
desii-ed  to  take  the  best  means  for  purchasing  at 
Messina  a  quantity  of  lime  or  lemon  juice,  to  the 
extent,  if  possible,  of  40,000  gallons,  for  the  use  of 
the  army  in  the  Crimea,  and  for  shipping  it  to  the 
consignment  of  Commissary  General  Filder,  with 
instructions  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  carrying  it 
to  call  for  the  orders  of  the  senior  commissariat 
officer  at  Constantinople. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)       E.  C.  Trevelyaj*. 
Major-General  Yorke, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  64. 

Dr,  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  17th  December  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  15th 
November,  wishing  to  know  whether  I  consider  the 
ale  and  porter  sent  out  from  time  to  time  has  been 
advantageous  or  not  to  the  health  of  the  troops,  and  if 
the  practice  should  be  continued; 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  in  my  opinion  no 
good  whatever  was  gained  by  its  being  sent  out  to 
Bulgaria  ui  the  summer  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it 
had  a  tendency  to  derange  the  bowels.  On  service 
in  the  field  it  is  quite  impossible  to  transport  so  bulky 
a  supply,  and  here,  where  the  men  are  compelled  to 
fetch  their  own  rations  from  Balaklava,  a  distance  of 
between  five  and  six  miles,  it  would  be  quite  un- 
obtainable, if  there  were  ever  so  large  a  quantity  of 
it  in  store  there,  nor  would  the  men.  during  this  cold, 
wet,  tempestuous  weather,  purchase  it  or  drink  it  if 
they  could  obtain  spirits. 

I  think  malt  liquor  might  be  used  Avith  advantage 
in  many  cases  in  the  General  Hospital  at  Scutari, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  ship  a  quantity 
of  bitter  ale  and  porter  to  that  station  for  the  use  of 
the  sick. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  Hall, 
Dr.  A.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  65. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy, 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  19th  December  1854. 

Adverting  to  your  letters  of  the  4th  and  6th 
inst.,  respecting  a  supply  of  meat  biscuits  for  con- 
sumjition  in  the  ai'my  in  the  East,  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  the  enclosed  report  thereon.  The  articles 
forwarded  to  me,  viz.,  a  portion  of  the  biscuit  in  use 
in  the  Russian  army,  and  some  powder  employed  by 
Mr.  Borden  to  form  biscuits,  were  as  soon  as  received 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rogers,  an  able  analytical 
chemist,  and  his  statement  with  reference  to  them 
Avill,  I  trust,  prove  satisfactory  to  His  Grace.  The 
time  which  has  been  required  to  obtain  these  results 
was  unavoidable,  owing  to  certain  obstacles  having 
arisen  in  the  course  of  the  investigation  which  could 
not  be  quickly  overcome. 

A  third  article,  it  will  be  seen,  has  been  subjected 
to  experiment  by  Mr.  Rogers,  namely,  a  kind  of 
biscuit  which  I  received  from  a  gentleman  residing  in 
Edinburgh,  with  the  information  that  it  had  been 
advantageously  used  on  various  occasions  in  India. 
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The  report  of  Mr.  Rogers  speaks  for  itself ;  and  as 
I  have  reason  to  place  the  utmost  reliance  upon  his 
accuracy,  I  beg  to  state  that  a  considerable  quantity 
of  biscuit  manufactured  of  the  composition  prepared 
by  Mr.  Borden  should  be  obtained  and  forwarded  to 
the  army,  to  be  tried  on  occasions  when  a  full  supply 
of  animal  food  of  a  proper  quality  is  not  to  be  had. 
The  commissariat  and  medical  authorities  should  be 
required  to  report  on  the  qualities  of  the  biscuit,  and 
decide  if  it  would  be  advisable  to  forward  periodical 
supplies.  I  feel  convinced  that  Mr.  Rogers  is  right 
in  believing  that  one  pound  of  the  biscuit  will  be 
required  to  afford  the  nourishment  necessary  to  main- 
tain a  man  in  the  possession  of  his  full  bodily 
strength. 

On  one  point,  however,  I  must  confess  that  I  have 
some  doubts,  or,  in  other  words,  I  question  Mdietlier 
the  biscuit  can  be  preserved  for  any  great  length  of 
time  without  deterioration,  particularly  if  it  be 
exposed  to  humidity.  Nothing  short  of  actual  ex- 
periment should  be  made. 

As  it  is  necessary  that  the  nourishing  properties  of 
the  biscuits  should  be  fairly  tested,  I  beg  to  add  that 
the  experimental  supply  should  be  prepared  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  Mr.  Rogers,  who  will  willingly 
undertake  to  see  that  the  articles  to  be  employed  in 
their  manufacture  are  of  good  quality,  and  that  the 
biscuits  are  properly  baked. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smitfi, 

Colonel  Mundv,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c.' 


No.  66. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Ai-my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  19th  December  1854. 

As  I  have  great  reason  to  fear  that  scurvy 
will  continue  to  appear  in  the  army  during  the  winter 
months,  unless  a  full  supply  of  vegetables  be  issued  to 
the  troops,  I  have  the  honour  to  recommend  that  every 
possible  effort  should  be  made  to  ensure  their  being 
put  in  possession  of  such  a  supply  as  will  ena))le  a 
full  ration  of  vegetables  to  be  served  out  to  each 
man  at  least  four  times  a  week. 

Some  time  ago  specimens  of  five  different  kinds  of 
preserved  vegetables  were  siibmitted  for  my  inspec- 
tion, and  I  was  so  satisfied  with  their  qualities  that  I 
had  them  examined  and  reported  on  by  a  board  of  me- 
dical officers  ;  their  report  is  herewith  forwarded.  The 
articles  in  question  are  enumerated  in  the  enclosed 
document,  and  I  consider  that  all  of  them,  with  the 
exception  of  the  potatoes,  are  superior  to  any  of 
the  kind  I  have  seen  prepared  by  other  persons. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  vegetables  can  be 
furnished  in  very  large  quantities  ;  indeed,  sufficient 
supplies  can  be  prepared  to  permit  of  every  soldier 
being  provided  with  a  daily  ration  should  it  be  found 
necessary.  Such  a  measure,  however,  I  do  not  think 
it  requisite  to  recommend  in  the  first  instance,  although 
I  believe  it  is  not  improbable  that  I  shall  have  to  do 
so  before  the  termination  of  the  winter ;  for  the  in- 
formation, however,  which  will  enable  us  to  judge  on 
this  point,  we  must  look  to  the  authorities  on  the 
spot. 

Onions,  it  will  be  observed,  are  not  included  amongst 
the  articles  enumerated,  but  as  they  are  vegetables 
most  essential  and  most  beneficial,  I  beg  to  advise  that 
a  large  supply  should  be  provided  in  order  that  the 
means  may  exist  for  distributing  them  in  liberal 
quantities. 

With  a  supply  of  vegetables  such  as  I  have  sug- 
gested, and  with  a  free  use  of  lemon  juice,  which  will 
be  practicable  if  the  quantity  I  have  demanded  be 
furnished,  I  entertain  great  hopes  that  one  of  the 
most  fatal  diseases  to  which  armies  are  subject  will 
be  prevented,  or  if  not  entirely  prevented,  only  ap- 


pear in  a  form  that  will  admit  of  its  being  readily 
overcome. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

Colonel  Mundy, 
&c.  &c. 


Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Medical  Ofiftcers  assem- 
bled by  order  of  the  Director  General,  to  exa- 
mine and  report  on  the  quality,  and  adaptability 
for  use  in  the  army,  of  vegetables  dried  by  the 
process  of  Messrs.  Morel  Fatio  et  cie.  de  Paris, 
who  have  submitted  samples. 
The  Board  having  had  the  specimens  marked  cab- 
bage, turnips,  potato,  carrot,  and  julliene,  cooked 
agreeably  to  directions,  found  that  in  this  process  the 
samples  regained  the  form  and  appearance  of  the 
fresh  vegetable,  as  well  as  the  taste  and  flavour,  to 
perfection. 

The  Board  are  therefore  of  ojoinion  that  the  dried 
vegetables  of  Fatio  et  cie.  are  well  adapted  for  use 
in  the  army,  and  as  an  article  of  diet  (full  or  half) 
in  hospitals,  when  and  where  fresh  vegetables  of  good 
quality  cannot  be  obtained, 

(Signed)       J,  Munro,  M.D. 

Surgeon  Major 
Coldstream  Guards. 

H.  PiLLEAU, 

Staff  Surgeon. 

F.  Reid,  M.D. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Second  Class 

Medical  Department,  Staff  Surgeon. 

December  6,  1854. 


No.  67- 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Under  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  21st  December  1854. 

Having  heard  from  many  ciuarters  that  there 
is  a  great  lack  of  the  means  of  securing  personal 
cleanliness  in  the  army  serving  in  the  Crimea,  and 
that  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  a  better  state  of 
things  mainly  arises  from  the  impossibility  of  obtain- 
ing soap  ; 

I  beg  to  submit,  therefore,  that  measures  should  be 
immediately  adopted  whereby  a  facility  of  obtaining 
that  important  article  will  be  afforded  to  the  army  ; 
and  should  the  Commissariat  department  not  have 
already  taken  steps  to  send  it  out  in  large  quantities, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  such  should  be  resorted  to  with 
the  utmost  dispatch. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General, 

The  Military  Under  Secretary, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  68. 

Major  General  C.  Yorke  to  the  Director  General  of 
the  Medical  Department. 

Horse  Guards, 
Sir,  22d  December  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  ult., 
and  mine  in  reply,  I  am  directed  by  the  General 
Commanding  in  Chief  to  acquaint  you  that  a  letter 
has  been  received  from  the  Admiralty,  stating  that 
9,900  lbs.  of  lemon  juice  have  been  shipped  at  Dept- 
ford  in  the  "  Sydney  Hall  "  steam  transport,  and  will 
be  dispatched  forthwith  to  the  Crimea.  This  ship- 
ment is  in  completion  of  the  40,000  lbs.  referred  to 
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In  the  letter  from  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  which  I 
Iransmitted  to  you  on  the  20th  ult. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       C.  Yorke. 

The  Director  General, 
&c.       .  &c. 


No.  69. 


Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  23d  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  i-equest  you  will  inform 
me  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  Kegi- 
mental  Hospitals  for  use  in  the  Crimea  during  the 
winter. 

I  have  no  doubt  if  wooden  huts  be  constructed  of 
thick  deal  it  will  be  possible  to  so  line  them  inside 
as  to  ensure,  with  the  aid  of  a  proper  stove  and  a 
sufficient  supply  of  bedding,  the  heat  necessary  to 
the  comfort  and  benefit  of  the  sick. 

The  amount  of  bed  clothes  for  each  man  in  hos- 
pital will  be  consideralile,  as  he  will  have,  first,  the 
two  blankets  which  are  to  be  issued  to  each  soldier, 
then  the  blankets,  &c.  which  accompany  the  hospital 
canteens  A.  and  B.,  and,  lastly,  each  man  will  be 
enabled  to  have  a  proportion  of  the  hospital  bedding 
out  of  the  supply  (sufficient  for  10,000  men)  which 
has  been  forwarded  as  hospital  stores. 

I  am  very  anxious  to  have  immediate  information 
on  these  points,  and  I  strongly  recommend  you,  if 
you  have  not  already  done  so.  and  more  especially  if 
you  have  not  been  consulted  on  the  subject  of  lios- 
pitals,  to  volunteer  an  opinion  to  Lord  Raglan,  and 
state  to  him  what  you  consider  necessary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 

T*.S. — I  hope  you  will  take  steps  to  have  trestles 
j)rovided  for  tlu^  use  of  the  men  sleeping  in  regi- 
mental hospitals  during  the  winter. 


No.  70. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Departnient,  26th  December  1854. 

I  IIAVK  read  with  deep  concern  the  lament- 
able account  of  the  condition  of  the  sick  in  the 
fourth  division,  furnished  by  Deputy  Inspector 
General  llumfrey  ;  and  1  sincerely  hope  it  Avill  be 
possible  to  effect  some  improvement  in  respect 
thereof.  1  am  of  opinion  you  should  at  once  secure 
a  su])ply  of  lioards  and  trestles, — even  should  you 

take  them  from  the  General  Hospital  at  Scutari,  

for  it  would  be  easy  for  the  authorities  of  that  esta- 
blishnient  to  i-ei)Iace  any  number  of  these  articles,  as 
they  ])ossess  facilities  for  having  them  made  which 
ai-e  not  available  in  the  Crimea  ;  and  further,  they 
are  empowered  to  incur  any  expense  which  may  be 
found  necessary. 

1  expect  that  in  a  few  days,  nearly  4,000  iron  bed- 
steads will  leave  this  country  for  Scutari  ;  these,  in 
addition  to  the  numbers  alrcitdy  despatched  of  that 
and  various  other  kinds,  will  place  at  your  disposal 
10,000  beds  in  all. 

Should  you  not  liave  jircviously  taken  such  steps, 
I  trust  you  will  inunediately  on  the  arrival  of  this 
connnunication  submit  the  necessity  for  carrvinf  out 
the  uu>asure  herein  proi)osed,  aiul  you  Avill  be  "-ood 
enough  to  inform  me  what  has  been  accomplished  in 
the  matter  ;  whatever  may  be  the  cost  and  exertion 


required,  we  must  not  permit  the  sick  soldiers  to 
remain  on  the  wet  ground. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  71. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Pri?icipal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Dei)artnient,  27th  December  1854. 

Adverting  to  my  letters  of  the  21st  and  27th 
ult.,  relative  to  the  supply  of  lemon  juice  for  the  use 
of  the  army  in  the  East,  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
inform  you  that  9,900  lbs.  have  been  shipped  at 
Deptford  in  the  "  Sydney  Hall "  steam  transport, 
and  will  be  despatched  forthwith  to  the  Crimea. 

This  shipment  is  in  completion  of  the  40,000  lbs. 
referred  to  in  my  letter  of  the  21st  November. 

I  have,  8cc. 

(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
ike.  &c. 


No.  72. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretari/,  Board  of  Ordnance. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27th  December  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  2d  inst.,  en- 
closing a  requisition  for  40,000  cholera  belts,  I  am 
desirous  that  all  regiments  and  detachments  now 
about  to  proceed  to  the  East  shall  be  supplied  with 
them  prior  to  their  embarkation. 

With  this  view,  and  as  there  are  regiments  and 
drafts  about  to  embark  in  a  few  days  at  Cork,  I  beg 
that  2,000  of  the  40,000  required  shall  be  sent  there 
immediately,  to  be  issued  as  opportunity  offers. 

I  have  written  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Cork,  informing  him  that  number  will  be  forwarded 
either  to  the  Ordnance  Storekeeper  or  the  Barrack 
Master,  to  whom  he  must  apply  whenever  they  are 
required  to  be  supplied  to  troops. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  know  Avlien  they  leave  ;  they 
ought  to  be  in  Cork  by  Saturday  next,  on  which  day 
several  detachments  cndjark. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

Secretary,  Board  of  Ordnance, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  73. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  2d  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have 
received  a  communication  from  the  War  Department 
in  reply  to  a  recommendation  recently  submitted  by 
me  on  the  subject,  to  the  effect  that  thirty  tons  of 
soap  have  been. shipped  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in 
the  Crimea,  of  which  supply  about  ten  tons  were  for- 
warded towards  the  close  of  November  last. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 
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No.  74. 

Dr.  Smith  lo  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
yiR^  Department,  2d  January  1 855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  communication  received  from  Mr.  J. 
Gregory,  recommending  a  particular  prescription  for 
tlie  prevention  and  cure  of  chiliilains,  and  shall  feel 
obliged  by  your  reporting  to  me,  after  a  sufficient 
ti-ial  of  it  has  been  instituted,  whether  it  is  found  to 
be  an  efficacous  remedy. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith. 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  75. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
giij^  Department,  6th  January  1855. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Chatham 
having  reported  that  the  invalids  who  arrived  at  that 
station  yesterday  from  Turkey  were  most  of  them  in 
a  very  filthy  state — many  without  shirts,  and  the 
shirts  of  the  rest  not  in  a  fit  condition  to  be  used  ;  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  articles  demanded  in  the 
enclosed  list  should  be  immediately  furnished  and 
sent  to  the  purveyor  at  Fort  Pitt,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  used  by  patients  under  the  circumstances 
referred  to  until  their  own  can  be  washed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Military  Secretary, 
&c.  &c. 

List  of  articles  required  for  the  use  of  the  sick  now 
at  Chatham,  or  who  may  arrive  there  from  Turkey: — 
2,000  cotton  shirts. 
2,000  cotton  socks. 
To  be  sent  to  the  Purveyor  at  Chatham  without  a 
moment's  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
January  6.  Director  General. 


No.  76. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Ai'my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
giP^^  Department,  6th  January  1855. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief,  that  I  consider 
it  my  duty  to  submit  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received 
from  Staff  Surgeon  2d  Class  Baxter,  who  has  re- 
cently arrived  from  Turkey,  in  medical  charge  of 
invalids,  per  transport  "Libertas,"  in  order  that  it 
may  be  transmitted  to  the  proper  authorities,  with  a 
view  to  the  vessel  being  put  into  a  proper  state  before 
she  be  again  employed  to  convey  soldiers,  more  par- 
ticularly sick  soldiers. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Military  Secretary, 
&c.  &c. 


General  Hospital,  Fort  Pitt, 
giR^  Chatham,  2d  January  1855. 

Referring  to  the  transport  "  Libertas,"  No. 
95,  which  was  employed  conveying  invalid  officers, 
soldiers,  and  seamen,  from  Constantinople  to  England, 
and  arrived  at  Chatham  on  the  30th  ultimo  ; 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  of  the  state  of 
that  ship,  and  her  unfitness  for  the  comfort  and 
accommodation  of  troops,  more  particularly  "in- 
valids." 


We  sailed  from  the  Bosphorus  on  the  17th  October, 
at  which  period,  and  until  early  in  November  the 
Aveather  continued  fine  and  dry.  Shortly  after  we 
left  Malta  we  experienced  adverse  winds  and  severe 
gales,  generally  lasting  some  days  ;  on  those  occasions 
the  ship  laboured  very  much,  causing  the  seams  in 
the  upper  deck  and  sides  to  open,  admitting  water,  to 
the  great  discomfort  of  the  men,  their  clothes  and 
bedding  being  continually  wet.  That  portion  of  the 
ship  allotted  for  the  treatment  of  sick  was  frequently 
so  uncomfortable  in  this  way  as  to  oblige  the  removal 
of  some  patients  to  hammocks  swung  midships — be- 
tween the  fore  and  main  hatchways  ;  latterly,  the 
ship  was  so  wet  and  uncomfortable  throughout,  that 
they  were  seldom  if  ever  either  warm  or  dry. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       F.  Hastings  Baxter, 

Staff  Surgeon  2nd  Class,  in 
Medical  Charge. 

The  Director  General, 
&c.       &c.  &c. 


No.  77. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  6th  January  1855. 

In  the  event  of  any  preserved  vegetables 
being  sent  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals  at  Scutari,  I 
have  the  honour  to  forward  five  copies  of  instructions 
for  their  cooking,  in  order  that  you  may  be  acquainted 
with  the  proper  manner  of  preparing  them  as  an 
article  of  diet. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  78. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Second  Class  Staff  Surgeon 
M.  F.  Manifold. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  8th  January  1855. 

In  your  report  dated  the  2nd  instant,  of  the 
arrival  of  invalids  from  Turkey  per  "  Himalaya," 
occurs  the  following  passage  : — "  The  arrangements 
made  on  board  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  were  not  so  good  as  might  have  been  desired, 
in  consequence  of  the  ship  being  sent  to  sea  in  great 
haste." 

Further,  the  principal  medical  officer  at  Ports- 
mouth reports  that  of  the  number  landed  from  the 
"Himalaya,"  twenty  wounded  men  were  not  in  a  state 
to  enable  them  to  undertake  the  journey  to  Chatham, 
on  account  of  their  wounds  being  open,  and  in  an 
ill-conditioned  and  sloughing  state. 

With  reference  to  these  points  I  have  to  request 
you  will  inform  me  to  what  you  are  inclined  to  attri- 
bute this  condition  of  the  wounds  in  question  ;  whether 
the  imperfect  arrangements  on  board  the  transport 
had  any  share  in  their  jiroduction  ;  whether  there 
were  any  signs  of  a  scorbutic  tendency  amongst  the 
sick  and  wounded  during  the  passage  ;  and  Avhether 
the  defects  of  arrangement  to  which  you  refer,  and 
Avliich  I  beg  you  will  sjiecify,  were  remedied  during 
the  voyage  or  during  the  detention  at  Malta. 

I  am  desirous  to  receive  from  you  a  report  on  the 
progress  of  the  wounded  and  sick  during  the  voyage, 
and  an  unreserved  statement  in  regard  to  any  defi- 
ciency of  supplies  or  defects  of  arrangements  which 
tended  directly  or  indirectly  to  retard  their  recovery. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  Smith, 

Second  Class  Staff"  Surgeon  Director  General. 

M.  F.  Manifold,  &c.  &c. 
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No.  79. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  10th  January  1855. 

The  reports  that  reach  me  daily  testify  to  the 
great  necessity  that  exists  for  ensuring  better  accom- 
modation during  the  voyage  for  the  sick  and  wounded, 
whom  it  is  found  necessary  to  transfer  from  Balaklava 
to  Scutari. 

Although  I  am  prepared  to  believe  that  great  eflbrts 
are  made  by  the  medical  department  to  secure  everj^ 
possible  comfort  and  convenience  to  the  sufferers  Avhile 
on  board  ship,  I  still  equally  believe  that  not  even  a 
very  moderate  amount  of  either  has  been  attained, 
nor  will  be  attainable,  until  vessels  be  fitted  up  in 
every  respects  as  hospital  ships,  and  appropriated  for 
the  especial  purpose  of  conveying  sick  and  wounded. 

The  necessity  of  such  a  measure  as  that  now  sub- 
mitted I  had  the  Iionour  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
General  Commanding  in  Chief  on  the  lltli  of  May 
last,  and  I  now  feel  it  my  imperative  duty  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
that  what  appeared  to  me  necessary  tlien  I  believe  to 
be  even  more  necessary  now. 

The  naval  authorities,  from  tlie  knowledge  tliey 
must  liave  acquired  of  the  l)est  method  of  iitting  ships 
witli  everything  that  is  needed  for  the  proper  accom- 
modation of  sick,  would  in  my  opinion  be  the  best 
qualified  to  fit  the  vessels  with  all  that  would  be 
absolutely  required  for  the  interests  of  the  army  in 
the  East  ;  and  if  His  Grace  thinks  it  desiral)lc  to  apply 
to  them,  I  hope  it  Avill  l)e  considered  advisable  to  urge 
that  whatever  is  needed  may  be  provided  with  all 
possible  despatch. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  Smith, 

Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  80. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  11th  January  1855. 

As  cholera,  and  diseases  occasioned  by  ex- 
posure to  cold  when  the  body  is  not  sufficiently 
clothed,  are  now  very  prevalent  in  the  Crimea,  I  beg 
to  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary- 
at-War,  that  every  soldier  who  leaves  this  country 
during  the  cold  season  in  the  prospect  of  joining  the 
army  in  the  above  command  should,  either  before  he 
embarks,  or  within  twenty-four  hours  after  embark- 
ation, lie  furnished  with  the  proportion  of  warm 
clothing  intended  to  be  issued  generally  to  the  troops 
on  that  service  ;  and  that  he  should  use  it  during  the 
voyage  and  on  landing,  in  order  that  he  may  have  the 
best  possible  chance  of  preserving  his  health  when  he 
enters  upon  his  arduous  duties  in  front  of  Sebastopol. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  Smith, 

Director  General, 

The  Deputy  Secretary-at-War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  81. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  12th  January  1855. 

I  HAVK  the  honour  1o  enclose  the  weekly  state 
of  sick  to  the  6tli  inst.,  and  regret  to  say  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  army  continues  very  un- 
satisfactory. Fevers  and  bowel  complaints  are  more 
frequent  than  ever;  and  since  the  intense  cold  weather 
set  in,  a  number  of  men  have  had  their  feet  frost- 
bitten, and  this,  from  the  duty,  exposure,  and  reduced 


stamina  of  the  men,  will,  I  fear,  be  a  thing  of  frequent 
occurrence.  Blankets  and  warm  under  clothing  have 
been  distributed,  but  tliese  do  not  appear  sufficient  to 
protect  the  men  from  the  weather  ;  besides,  the  shoes 
that  have  been  sent  out  are  of  too  small  a  size,  and 
of  indifferent  quality,  which  adds  to  their  misery. 

Symptoms  of  scurvy  have  made  their  .appearance 
in  some  cases,  but  as  yet  the  disease  has  not  made 
much  progress  amongst  the  men  ;  and  I  hope,  by  the 
arrival  of  the  expected  supply  of  lime  juice,  its  fur- 
ther spread  will  be  arrested.  An  effort  is  being  made 
to  get  the  wooden  huts  which  have  arrived  from 
England  conveyed  to  camp,  but  from  the  state  of  the 
roads,  and  defective  condition  of  the  transport  of  the 
army,  is  a  work  of  slow  progress  and  great  labour. 
Some  regiments  are  undertaking  it  by  sending  fatigue 
parties  of  men  down  to  Balaklava  for  them.  Other 
commanding  officers  of  regiments  say  it  is  the  duty  of 
Governments  to  provide  transport  for  such  things,  and 
do  nothing.  In  the  meantime  their  men  are  deprived 
of  the  shelter  they  are  intended  and  ought  to  have, 
the  sick  in  particular.  We  are  getting  some  huts 
erected  at  the  General  Hospital  at  Balaklava  to  in- 
crease our  accommodation  there,  and  the  Highland 
Brigade  have  all  their  sick  under  the  shelter  of  houses 
in  a  village  called  Kadekoi,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  advance  of  Balaklava.  We  have  had  the  chapel 
converted  into  an  hospital,  and  in  it  part  of  the  sick 
of  the  79th  and  93rd  are  accommodated,  the  remainder 
in  some  small  houses  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the 
42nd  have  got  possession  of  a  house  of  somewhat 
lietter  pretensions  for  their  sick. 

Want  of  transport  and  the  almost  impassable  state 
of  the  roads,  have  thwarted  all  our  endeavours  to  do 
what  we  wished  for  the  sick  in  camp. 

Had  the  huts  and  stores  been  here  at  the  beginning 
of  Octol)er  in  place  of  January,  I  am  convinced  things 
would  have  been  better,  but  there  is  no  use  reverting 
to  that ;  our  duty  is  to  do  the  best  we  can  for  the  sick 
with  the  means  at  our  disjjosal. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  Hall, 

Dr.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  82. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Army  Medical  Depart- 
ment to  Dr.  Hall,  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
dated  "  Crimea,  12th  January  1855." 

"  I  TRUST  you  will  henceforward,  if  you  have  not 
already  done  so,  make  known  in  writing  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief whatever  you  consider  is  likely  to 
deteriorate  the  health  of  the  troops,  or  retard  the 
recovery  of  those  who  may  unfortunately  have  lost  it, 
and  that  you  will  suggest  whatever  steps  you  consider 
calculated  to  prevent  the  one  or  the  other,  as  by  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course,  and  by  that  only,  you  Avill 
discharge  your  responsible  and  onerous  duty." 

(Signed)  A.  vSmith, 

Director  General, 


No.  83. 

Dr.  Smitlt  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  13th  January,  1855. 

As  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  even- 
tually be  necessary  to  provide,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  sick  of  the  regiments  stationed  in  the  Crimea, 
a  better  description  of  hospitals  than  mere  wooden 
huts,  I  beg  to  submit  that  I  may  be  authorized  to  have 
prepared  and  despatched  a  regimental  hospital  of 
corrugated  iron,  sufficient  to  accommodate  twenty-six 
sick,  and  furnish  a  surgery  in  which  to  preserve  the 
medicines,  &c.  required  for  use  in  the  buildings.  This 
hospital,  a  plan  and  description  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclose,  if  forwarded  immediately,  will 
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enable  us  to  judge  what  further  steps,  if  any,  should 
be  taken. 

In  the  event  of  the  measure  which  I  now  propose, 
and  Avhlch  I  regard  as  an  experimental  one,  being 
adopted,  it  will  be  necessary  that  a  sapper  should  be  sent 
to  Mr.  Walker,  the  manufacturer  of  the  corrugated 
iron  buildings,  to  receive  instruction  in  the  method  of 
erecting  the  hospital,  and  also  that  he  should  accom- 
pany it  to  the  Crimea,  where  he  may  be  otherwise 
employed  as  soon  as  he  has  discharged  the  special  duty 
required  of  him. 

The  cost  of  the  hospital,  including  twenty-six  bed- 
steads, lining,  flooring,  &c.,  will  be  260/. 

It  is  most  important  tliat  no  delay  should  occur  it 
the  liospital  is  to  be  provided,  and  I  therefore  entreat 
an  immediate  reply  to  this  communication. 

As  the  enclosed  plan  and  letter  from  the  manufac- 
turer are  original  documents,  I  beg  they  may  be 
returned  to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed;  A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Deputy  Secretary-at-War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  84. 

Dr.  Smith  (o  H.  Roberts,  Esq. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sin,  Dei)artment,  16th  January  185o. 

I  HAM-;  the  liononr  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  13th  instnnt,  and  its  enclosures, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of  further  quantities 
of  lemon  juice  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  Crimea. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  Ilis 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  that  it  is  highly 
necessary  that  no  delay  should  take  place,  but  that  at 
least  20,000  gallons  "should  be  shipped  within  the 
next  two  months,  and  the  remainder  as  soon  after- 
wards as  possible.  Tlie  quantities  should  lie  sent  on 
to  the  Crimea  as  soon  as  they  are  delivered,  say 
20,000  lbs.  at  a  time. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  advise  that  oranges  be  sent 
out,  as  I  fear  the  satisfactory  distribution  of  such  an 
article  would  under  existing  circumstances  prove 
almost  impracticable,  I  am  more  inclined  to  trust  to 
the  lime  juice  ;  and  I  think  if  it  be  understood  that 
the  latter  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the 
troops,  such  efforts  will  be  made  as  will  obtain  it  in 
the  quantities  required. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
H.  Roberts,  Esq.  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  85. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Forrest. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  18th  January  185.5. 

Some  of  the  medical  othcers  who  have  returned 
to  this  country  liave  mentioned  to  me  that  the  sewer- 
age in  and  about  the  hospitals  at  Scutari  was  very 
defective  when  the  army  first  arrived  at  Constan- 
tinople, I  shall  therefore  be  glad  to  be  informed  if  it 
has  since  l)een  improved  to  the  extent  .necessary  to 
insure,  so  far  as  it  is  concerned,  every  chance  of 
health  to  the  inmates  of  the  establishment. 

If  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done,  I  request 
you  will  immediately  represent  the  necessity  of 
measures  being  at  once  adopted. 

I  have  also  to  request  you  will  inform  me  the 
distance  of  the  burial  ground  from  the  hospital,  and 
the  usual  depth  of  the  graves,  and  whether  each 


corpse  is  buried  separately,  or  a  number  buried 
together. 

I  shall  also  be  glad  to  be  informed  what  means 
exist  of  conveying  the  dead  to  the  burial  ground  ; 
and  if  what  is  necessary  is  not  in  possession,  you 
must  at  once  recommend  that  some  light  conveyances 
be  constructed  at  Constantinople  for  the  purjwse, 
unless  you  are  of  opinion,  should  such  be  wanted, 
that  they  may  be  more  speedily  furnished  from  this 
country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Forrest,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  86. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Princijjal  Medical  Officer.  ' 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Siu,  Department,  18th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  you  will  inform 
mo  how  far  the  locality  is  from  the  camji  where  the 
l)odies  of  the  soldiers  and  animals  who  have  died  are 
interred,  and  Avhether  they  are  buried  to  a  sufficient 
depth,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  above  ground 
of  the  gases  resulting  from  decomposition. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  87. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiK,  20th  January  1855. 

Advekting  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  Sep- 
temlwr  last,  with  its  enclosure,  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  transmit  the  opinion  of  a  Medical  Board 
assembled  to  report  on  the  specimens  of  dried  meat 
alluded  to  in  your  communication,  and  labelled  "  Cote- 
de-boeuf,"  which  arrived  here  some  little  time  after 
your  letter,  and  its  preservative  qualities  were  well 
tested  by  having  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  box 
in  Avliich  it  came  out  on  the  damj)  ground  of  a  tent 
during  a  very  wet  and  tempestuous  season. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  Hall, 
Dr.  A.  Smith,  Inspector  General 

&c.     &c.  of  Hosiiitals. 


"  We,  being  a  Medical  Committee  assembled  by 
Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  pursuant 
to  instructions  I'eceived  from  Dr.  Smith,  Director 
General  of  the  Army  and  Ordnance  Medical  Depart- 
ment, to  report  on  a  specimen  of  dried  meat  sent  out 
in  November  last,  and  proposed  to  be  supplied  for 
the  use  of  the  army  in  tlie  held,  certify,  after  having 
had  the  portion  of  patent  dried  meat  labelled,  "  Cote 
de  Bfcuf,  14  Juillet  1854,"  prepared  in  the  manner 
set  forth  in  the  instructions  Avhich  accompanied  it, 
that  we  have  partaken  of  the  same,  and  find  it  very 
palatable,  but  the  muscular  fibre  rather  dry.  It  is 
very  portable,  keeps  well  in  all  weathers,  at  least 
judging  from  the  specimen  under  consideration,  wliicli 
has  been  lying  in  a  damp  tent  for  the  last  six  weeks 
to  test  its  powers  of  preservation,  and  would,  in  our 
opinion,  be  a  great  acquisition,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, to  an  army  in  the  field,  and  we  therefore 
recommend  that  a  supply  of  it  be  sent  out  and  kept 
in  reserve  in  the  commissariat  stores. 

"  One  great  oljjection  that  strikes  us  to  its  general 
adoption  in  the  army  is  the  length  of  time  it  requires 
to  be  steeped  in  water  before  cooking,  which  is  not 
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compatible  with  either  tlie  habits  of  British  soldiers, 
or  the  economy  of  military  life  in  the  licld." 
(Signed)         John  Hall, 

Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals. 
William  Linton,  M.D., 
Deputy  Inspector  General 
of  Hospitals. 

W.  C.  IIUMFREY, 

Deputy  Inspector  General 
of  Ilospitals. 
T.  Alexandei!, 
Camp  before  Sebastopol,     StatF  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
20th  January  1853. 


No.  88. 

20th  January  185.5. 
Memorandum  in  reference  to  the  Invalids  of  the 
"  Cambria,''  furnished  hy  order  of  the  Seo'etarij- 
at-  War. 

1st.  On  Tuesday  forenoon  (I  think)  Colonel  Clarke 
called  on  me,  and  stated  that  the  "Cambria"  had 
arrived  at  Liverpool  Avith  invalids,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  to  decide  what  Avas  to  be  done  with  them  ; 
knowing  as  I  did  from  reports  that  many  of  them 
Avere  bad  cases,  I  proposed  that  they  should  be  sent 
to  Chatham  liy  sea,  or  at  least  that  they  should  not 
be  disembarked  until  the  Staff  Surgeon  at  Liverpool 
had  boarded  the  vessel,  and  reported  the  condition 
of  the  men.  On  this  understanding,  as  far  as  I 
recollect,  Colonel  Clarke  left  me. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon.  General  Freth 
called,  and  stated  that  an  order  had  been  sent  before 
my  recommendation  Avas  received,  and  that  all  the  men 
Avere  to  be  disembarked,  the  Major  having  engaged 
to  provide  hospital  accommodation  for  the  sick,  and 
lodgings  for  tliose  not  requiring  medical  treatment. 

2dly.  On  Tuesday  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
Staff  Surgeon  reporting  that  all  the  men  had  been 
disembarked  before  he  knew  anything  of  the  matter ; 
he  further  stated  that  "  nine  Avould  be  admitted  into 
"  the  '  Royal  Infirmary,'  Avlien  the  remainder  187  noAv 
"  enjoying  tlie  hospitality  of  the  Major  Avill  be  sent 
"  bv  rail  to  Cliatham  for  final  disposal." 

3dly.  On  the  18th,  General  Freelh  called  and 
informed  me  of  the  arrangements  Avhich  had  been 
made  for  the  transfer  of  the  men  not  in  hospital  to 
Chatham.  On  receiving  this  information,  I  imme- 
diately Avrote  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Fort  iPitt,  informing  him  that  the  first  division  Avould 
reach  Chatham  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon  of  the 
19th,  and  the  last  division  on  the  20th,  and  that  he 
must  be  provided  Avith  all  the  means  of  conveyance 
likely  to  be  necessary. 

This  is  all  I  knoAv  of  the  case. 

My  reasons  for  holding  the  opinions  I  did,  and  for 
offering  the  advice  Avhich  I  tendered  to  Colonel 
Clarke,  are — 

1st.  I  believed  that  the  greater  part  of  the  invalids 
Avould  be  men  either  suffering  from  Avounds  or  their 
consequences,  or  from  active  or  suljdued  diseases,  or 
from  debility,  the  consequence  of  one  or  other  of 
lliese  affections. 

2dly.  That  men  so  circumstanced  Avould  not  be  in 
a  fit  state  to  l)e  carried  hundreds  of  miles  in  railroad 
carriages,  esjiecially  during  the  present  highly  in- 
clement season,  Avhen  pulmonary  and  catarrhal  affec- 
tions are  even  rife  amongst  the  inhaliitants  of  this 
island. 

3(!ly.  I  feared  that  the  frequent  transfer  from  vehicle 
to  vehicle  Avould  expose  those  having  open  Avounds, 
or  old  Avounds  or  stumps,  to  injury.  Avhicli  might 
cause  them  lengthened  suffering,  if  not  cost  some 
their  lives. 

4thly.  That  the  cold  to  Avhich  they  Avould  be  un- 
avoidably exposed  Avould  likely  originate  disease  in 
many  Avho  might  previously  to  disembarkation  lie 
free  from  it,  and  aggravate  it  in  others  avIio  Avere 
still  suffering  to  a  certain  extent. 


5thly.  I  calculated  that  the  treatment  they  Avould 
receive  Avould  in  all  probability  ))e  productive  of 
injury  to  infirm  and  delicate  men,  and  might  occasion 
diseases  of  the  boAvels,  to  Avhich  I  had  reason  to 
expect  many  of  them  AA^ould  be  prone,  considering 
that  in  all  probability  not  a  feAV  had  been  suffering 
from  such  affections  before  they  embarked  for  England. 

6thly.  I  felt  that  should  disease  of  the  boAvels 
become  developed  in  a  raihvay  carriage,  the  most  un- 
pleasant and  CA^en  serious  consequence  Avould  result 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  journey. 

7thly.  I  felt  that  the  inconvenience,  and  some 
dissatisfaction,  Avhich  Avould  be  experienced  if  they 
Avere  sent  round  by  sea,  though  considerable,  could 
could  not  justify  the  other  course,  Avhich  appeared 
to  my  mind  to  be  threatened  Avith  so  many  dis- 
advantages. 

I  felt  if  they  Avere  sent  by  sea,  the  journey  Avould 
only  be  of  four  days'  or  four  and  a  half  days'  duration  ; 
that  durino;  that  time  the  men  Avould  be  lodged  in 
comparative  comfort,  in  a  splendid  roomy  vessel  to 
Avliich  they  Avere  accustomed  ;  that  they  would  be 
sheltered  from  the  inclemency  of  the  Aveather,  and 
Avould  never  require  to  be  moved  until  they  reached 
the  Dock  Yard  at  Chatham.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
by  rail,  the  time  they  Avould  have  to  travel  would  be 
a  considerable  number  of  hours  of  two  successive 
days,  a  period  much  too  long  for  men  in  delicate 
health  to  sit  in  an  erect  posture  ;  that  they  Avould 
have  the  first  day  tAvo  removals,  at  least,  if  not  four, 
into  and  out  of  vehicles,  and  on  the  second  at  least 
eight,  each  remoA'al  greatly  holding  out  danger  to 
many  of  them,  if  not  to  all.  I  could  further  not 
contemplate  Avitliout  dread  the  likelihood  of  many 
suffering  from  the  cold  to  be  expected  at  this  season 
Avhile  they  Avere  in  the  carriages,  as  Avell  as  Avhile 
they  Avere  being  removed  from  carriage  to  carriage, 
more  especially  in  their  transfer  from  Euston  Station 
to  Chatham,  I  felt  that  if  menAvere  among  the  number 
Avho  had  been  Avounded  in  the  lungs,  or  Avho  had 
suffered  from  dysentery,  the  latter  Avere  almost  certain 
to  have  an  attack  of  pulmonic  inflammation,  Avhich 
AA'ouId  likely  carry  them  off,  and  the  others  Avould 
become  the  sul)ject  of  relapses  Avhich  might  prove 
fatal  OAving  to  the  untoAvard  circumstances. 

Whilst  I  Avas  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Fort 
Pitt,  I  had  ample  proofs  of  the  (I  may  say)  deadly 
consequences  Avhich  on  one  or  tAA'o  occasions  occurred 
merely  from  Aveakly  men  having  been  removed  from 
Gravesend  to  Chatham  in  the  middle  of  Avinter  ; 
hence  Avith  such  knoAvledge  I  could  not  conscientiously 
act  otherAvise  than  I  did  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
I  feel  most  confident  that  any  medical  man  of  ex- 
jjerience  Avill  hold  the  opinion  I  did. 

(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 


No.  89. 

Adjutant  General  Wetherall  to  the  Director 
General. 

Horse  Guards, 
Sir,  22d  January  1855. 

A  DIFFERENCE  of  Opinion  having  existed  among 
medical  men  as  to  the  beneficial  effect  to  the  Avearers 
of  a  general  and  constant  use  of  flannel,  the  General 
Conmianding  in  Chief  has  desired  me  to  request  you 
to  favour  him  Avith  your  opinion  as  to  the  expediency 
of  issuing  to  soldiers  flannel  in  lieu  of  cotton  shirts. 
This  question  more  especially  relates  to  the  troops 
serving  in  the  Crimea,  the  climate  of  Avhicli  country 
is  very  changeable  to  the  exti-emes  of  Avet,  heat,  and 
cold. 

I  haA-e,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Wetherall, 
To  the  Director  General,  Adjutant-General. 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  90. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  Adjutant  General  Wetherall. 

ArBiy  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sjr^  Department,  23d  January  1855. 

'  In  doing  myself  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  22d  inst.,  I 
be"-  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  General 
Commanding  in  Chief,  that  in  my  opinion  every 
soldier  serving  in  '  the  Crimea  should  have  cotton 
shirts,  and  also  should  possess  in  addition  to  these  two 
flannel  shirts. 

During  the  cold  season,  and  the  months  in  which 
the  temperature  is  subject  to  great  and  sudden  vicis- 
situdes, the  use  of  both  kinds  will,  I  think,  be  neces- 
sary, and  prove  conducive  to  the  maintenance  of 
health,  while  during  the  hotter  months,  in  which  the 
variations  are  generally  less  considerable,  the  cotton 
shirts  alone  will  answer  better  than  the  flannel 
alone. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

To  Adjutant  General  Wetherall, 
&c.  &c. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  Adjutant  General  Wetherall. 

Ai-my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27th  January  1855. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  second 
communication,  dated  24th  instant,  and  with  reference 
to  my  letter  of  the  23d,  on  the  subject  of  flannel  and 
cotton  shirts  for  the  use  of  the  army,  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  General 
Commanding  in  Chief,  that  if  both  kinds  of  the 
articles  in  question  cannot  be  allowed  to  the  soldier 
cotton  shirts  are  to  be  preferred. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       A.  Sjiitii, 
Adjutant  General  Wetherall,         Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  91. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-  War. 

Ai'my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  24th  January  1855. 

As  it  is  again  being  stated  by  persons  on 
whose  veracity  I  think  I  may  depend  that  coffee  is 
still  issued  to  the  troops  in  an  unground  state,  and  on 
that  account  it  is  not  so  beneficial  as  it  should  be,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  suggest  that  some  arrangement 
should  be  made  to  forward  the  article  in  a  state 
which  will  admit  of  its  being  cooked  without  the 
delay  necessary  to  grind,  or  what  I  am  told  is  more 
usually  done,  mash  it. 

If  coffee  is  really  prepared  as  stated,  its  full  flavour 
and  its  stimulating  powers  will  not  be  ensured,  and 
consequently  the  drink  wdiich  will  be  swallowed  will 
prove  unpalatable  and  comparatively  useless,  if  not 
injurious,  whereas  if  properly  prepared  it  will  be  most 
acceptable  and  beneficial  to  men  circumstanced  as 
those  of  the  army  in  front  of  Sebastopol  now  are. 

It  is  just  possible  my  information  is  incorrect,  in 
that  case  this  communication  will  only  have  to  be 
regarded  as  unnecessary;  but  if  on  the  contrary  it  be 
correct,  I  hope  it  will  lead  to  the  transmission  in 
future  of  coffee  properly  ground  and  secured  in  tin 
canisters,  each  containing  a  known  quantity. 

The  constant  use  of  coffee,  however,  even  if  pro- 
perly prepared,  ^vill  in  time  prove  distasteful  to  many 
men ;  I  would  therefore  suggest,  with  a  view  to  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  troops,  that  a  supply  of  tea 
should  also  be,  provided,  and  issued  twice  or  oftener 
in  each  week,  according  as  it  may  be  desired. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  vSmith, 

Director  General. 

The  Deputy  Secretary- at- War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  92, 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27th  January  1855. 

As  a  great  portion  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
which  arrive  from  the  Crimea  at  Scutari  are  com- 
paratively without  a  supply  of  under  clothing,  and 
therefore  have  to  be  furnished  with  it  from  the  hos- 
pital stores,  a  question  arises — are  they  to  be  allowed, 
on  their  being  discharged  from  hospital,  to  keep  in 
their  possession  any  articles  which  may  have  been 
issued  to  them,  or  are  they  to  return  them  into  store 
when  they  are  found  fit  to  be  sent  to  the  Convalescent 
Depot. 

If  an  arrangement  be  made  to  the  effect  that  the 
invalids  in  question  are  to  be  permitted  to  retain  the 
clothes  issued  to  them  under  the  circumstances  above 
stated,  it  will  be  such  a  drain  upon  the  hospital 
stores,  and  will  create  such  uncertainty  as  to  what 
amount  may  be  required,  that  I  fear  it  Avill  be  pro- 
ductive of  serious  difficulties  and  inconveniences  in 
the  working  of  the  hospital  establishment. 

Although  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  give  this  opinion, 
I  feel  it  also  incumbent  on  me  to  submit  that  some 
means  should  be  adopted  to  supply  the  men  with 
under  clothing  before  they  are  discharged  from 
hospital. 

I  l)eg  therefore  to  recommend  that  a  special  store 
should  be  formed  at  Scutari  under  the  charge  of  the 
Quartermaster  of  the  garrison,  who  should,  upon  the 
order  of  the  proper  local  authorities,  have  at  hand 
flannel  drawers,  woollen  socks,  neckcloths  or  com- 
forters, and  such  other  minor  articles  as  may  be 
considered  necessary  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  men  may  be  placed. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Deputy  Secretaiy-at-War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  93. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  31st  January  1855. 

Having  heard  it  remai-ked  in  this  country  that 
a  building  to  be  used  as  an  hospital  is  being  erected 
in  the  square  of  the  General  Hospital  at  Scutari  for 
the  accommodation  of  1,000  sick  and  Avounded  men, 
I  am  anxious  to  be  informed  if  I  would  be  justified 
should  I  hear  it  again  stated  to  give  it  a  negative. 

I  hope  I  shall  receive  authority  to  do  so,  as  I  can- 
not see  how  a  sufficient  supply  of  pure  air  will  reach 
the  patients  in  it  if  it  be  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
buildings  filled  with  sick. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  94. 

Dr.  A,  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  2d  February  1855. 

As  I  feel  myself  justified  in  inferring  from  an 
observation  in  a  letter  just  received  from  the  Crimea, 
dated  12th  ultimo,  that  no  lime  juice  for  the  use  of 
the  troops  had  yet  reached  Balaklava,  and  as  the  pos- 
sibility of  that  being  the  case  is  giving  me  great  un- 
easiness, inasmuch  as  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
states  that  some  cases  of  scurvy  have  appeared  in  the 
army,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  I  may  be 
informed  if  any  account  has  yet  been  received  by  the 
Admiralty  of  the  arrival  of  the  "  Holyrood"  steamer, 
which  left  this  country  on  the  24th  November  last 
with  10,080  lbs.  of  lime  juice,  and  the  "  Esk"  steamer, 
which  also  left  the  following  day  with  20,016  lbs.  of 
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it  on  board,  and  if  these  .ships  had  arrived,  whether 
the  lime  juice  had  been  disembarked. 

Even  suppose  that  these  quantities  have  arrived, 
they  will  supply  nothing  like  what  will  be  required 
in  the  army  provided  scurvy  should  generally 
prevail;  I  am  therefore  most  desirous  to  know  what 
steps  have  been  taken  with  reference  to  the  40,000 
gallons  required  in  my  requisition  of  30th  November 
last. 

The  necessity  for  the  inunediate  delivery  ot  that 
quantity  in  the  Crimea  is  now  very  urgent,  and  I  fear 
greatly  that  if  it  be  not  effected  with  the  utmost 
despatch,  we  may  soon  have  a  disease  raging  which 
may  carry  off  half  of  the  whole  force. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Military  Secretary, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  95. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of 
Ordnance. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  3d  February  1855. 

I  HAVK  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter 
dated  the  31st  ultimo,  accompanied  by  a  flannel 
cholera  belt  proposed  to  be  supplied  for  the  use  of 
the  army  in  the  East,  and  communicating  the  request 
of  the  Board  of  Ordnance  to  be  informed  whether 
this  pattern  possesses  any  advantages  over  the  one 
now  furnished  for  the  above  service. 

In  reply  I  beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Honourable  Board,  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  neither 
the  belt  proposed  by  Messrs.  Bell  and  Moody,  nor  the 
elastic  woollen  one  which  it  appears  is  at  present  in 
course  of  supply  by  the  Ordnance  Department,  are 
adapted  to  aftbrd  the  advantages  expected  from 
cholera  belts. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Secretary,  Board  of  Ordnance, 
&c.  &c. 
Mem. — The  two  pattern  belts  mentioned  herein  are 
returned. 


No.  96. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  the  Under-Secretary  of  State. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  3d  February  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  30th  ultimo, 
forwarded  to  me  by  order  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  upon  the  subject  of  cleansing  the  hospital 
at  Scutari  by  means  of  prepared  charcoal,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  an  abundant  supply  of  it  has  already 
been  forwarded  for  that  purpose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
cSic.  ^c. 


No.  97. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  5tli  February  1855. 

Several  persons  deserving  of  every  credit 
have  lately  informed  me  that  the  remains  of  the  dead 
are  buried  at  Scutari  in  trenches  not  more  than  thirty 
yards  distant  from  the  hospital,  and  within  view 
from  the  windows  of  the  establishment. 

Further,  it  has  been  said  that  corpses,  when  removed 
from  the  wards  to  the  dead  house,  are  cai'ried  iu  so 


careless  and  exposed  a  manner  as  to  produce  a  very 
depressing  effect  on  the  survivors  in  the  ward,  as  well 
as  on  those  who  are  able  to  move  about. 

If  these  allegations  are  unfounded  or  exaggerated, 
this  letter  Avill  be  in  whole,  or  part,  superfluous. 

If,  however,  the  statements  in  question  are  correct, 
I  hope  you  will  1)e  able  at  once  to  effect  arrange- 
ments which  will  put  an  end  to  such  practices. 

I  trust  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  And  a  burying-place 
at  a  much  greater  distance,  and  to  which  the  dead 
may  be  conveyed  in  covered  carts. 

It  is  desirable  further  that  plain  coffins  or  shells 
should  be  in  readiness,  and  at  all  times  employed  in 
removing  corpses  decently  covered  from  the  place  of 
death  to  the  dead  house.  A  few  stretchers,  like 
those  which  were  sent  out  in  the  "  Army  and  Navy" 
will  answer  well  for  this  purpose.  These  I  think  you 
will  be  able  to  have  manufactured  by  Turkish  work- 
men, as  it  would  be  objectionable  to  employ  for  the 
purpose  referred  to  those  which  have  been  forwarded 
from  this  country  for  conveyance  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  from  the  landing  place  to  the  hospitals. 

Should  it  be  but  too  true  that  the  remains  of  the 
dead  have  been  buried  in  numbers  in  trenches  within 
thirty  yards  of  the  hospital,  I  fear  that  the  exhala- 
tions which  will  arise  during  the  ensuing  warmer 
weather  from  such  masses  of  decomposing  animal 
matter  will  operate  very  prejudicially  to  the  health 
of  the  sick  in  hospital.  The  fear  of  such  evil  conse- 
quences should  lead  you  to  reflect  on  the  subject,  and 
to  devise  and  carry  out  speedily  measures  calculated 
to  diminish  the  chance  of  such  a  misfortune.  Adding 
to  the  depth  of  covering  alternate  strata  of  quick 
lime  and  earth  will  tend  materially  to  obviate  the  evil 
consequences  referred  to. 

I  shall  1)0  glad  to  be  informed  what  dejoth  of  soil 
now  covers  the  bodies  which  have  already  been 
buried  in  the  trenches,  and  to  what  extent  the  cover- 
ing has  been  increased  by  quicklime  and  earth  well 
beaten  down. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General, 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  98. 

Major  General  Yorke  to  the  Director  General  of  the 
Medical  Department. 

Horse  Guards, 
Sir,  5th  February  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  2nd 
instant,  requesting  to  be  informed  if  any  report  had 
been  received  of  the  arrival  in  the  Crimea  of  the 
steamers  having  on  board  the  lime  juice  sent  out  for 
the  use  of  the  army  in  the  field,  I  am  directed  by  the 
General  Commanding  in  Chief  to  transmit  to  you 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Admiralty, 
stating  that  by  a  report  of  the  19th  ultimo,  received 
from  Capt.  Christie,  R.N.,  at  Balaklava,  it  appears 
that  the  "  Holyrood"  steamer,  in  which  10,080  lbs.  of 
lime  juice  were  shipped,  was  then  landing  her  cargo, 
and  that  it  is  presumed  the  20,016  lbs.  shipjied  in  the 
"  Esk  "  must  have  been  landed  before  that  date,  but 
that  no  information  has  been  received  of  the  arrival 
of  the  "  Sydney  Hall,"  conveying  the  remainder  of 
the  lemon  juice  provided  by  the  Admiralty. 

In  regard  to  your  requisition  for  an  additional 
40,000  gallons  on  the  1st  December  last,  I  am 
directed  by  his  Lordship  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of 
the  16th  ultimo,  communicating  to  you  the  arrange- 
ments made  hy  the  Treasury  for  procuring,  if  pos- 
sible, the  quantity  required,  at  Messina,  and  for 
shipping  the  same  to  the  consignment  of  Commissary- 
General  Fildcr. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Director  General,      (Signed)       C.  Yorke. 
&c.  &c. 

D  4 
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T.  F.  Grant,  Esq.  to  Major  General  Yorke. 

Admiralty, 

Sir,  3d  I'ebruaiy  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  enclosing  one 
of  the  2nd  instant  from  the  Director  General  of  the 
Army  and  Ordnance  Medical  Department,  respecting 
the  supplies  of  lemon  juice  sent  to  the  East  for  army 
service,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief, 
that  by  a  report  of  tlie  19th  ultimo,  received  from 
Captain  Christie,  ll.N.,  at  Balaklava,  it  appears  that 
the  "  Holyrood,"  in  which  vessel  10,080  lbs.  of  lemon 
juice  were  shipped  21st  Noveml)er,  Avas  then  landing 
her  cargo,  having  arrived  on  the  5th  ultimo,  and  that 
the  "  Esk,"  which  had  taken  20,016  lbs.  of  juice  from 
England,  was  to  convey  provisions  for  Turks  at 
Eupatoria,  so  that  it  is  presumed  her  cargo  must 
have  been  landed  at  the  date  of  Capt.  Christie's 
report. 

Of  the  arrival  of  the  "  Sydney  Ilall,"  in  which  was 
sent  the  remainder  of  the  lemon  juice  ordered  in 
your  letter  of  the  17th  November  last,  viz.,  9,900  lbs., 
no  information  has  been  received  ;  and  I  beg  to 
observe,  with  reference  to  Dr.  Smith's  inquiry  re- 
specting the  40,000  gallons  required  by  his  requisition 
of  30th  November  last,  that  my  letter  of  the  8th 
December  informed  you  that  this  additional  quantity 
could  not  be  furnished  l>y  tlie  Naval  Department,  and 
suggested  that  a  supply  to  some  extent  could  probably 
be  obtained  from  Messina  through  the  Commissariat, 
should  his  Lordship  consider  it  desirable  to  apjoly  to 
tlie  Treasury  for  tliat  purpose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Tiios.  F.  Grant. 

Major  General  Yoi-ke, 
■  &c.  &c. 


No.  99. 

Dr.  Smith  to  tlie  Ihuler  Secretary  for  TFar. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  5th  February  1855. 

I  HAvK  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  enclosed 
extract  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  the  Inspector- 
General  of  Hospitals  with  the  army  under  date  12th 
January  1855. 

On  receipt  of  this  communication  I  immediately 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  in 
reference  to  the  supply  of  lime  juice,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Seci-etary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


Before  Sebastopol, 
12th  January  1855. 

"  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  weekly  state 
of  sick  to  the  6th  instant,  and  regret  to  say  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  army  continues  very  unsatis- 
factory. Fevers  and  bowel  complaints  are  more 
frequent  than  ever,  and  since  the  intense  cold  weather 
set  in  a  number  of  men  have  had  their  feet  frost- 
bitten, and  this  from  the  duty,  exposure,  and  reduced 
stamina  of  the  men  will,  I  fear,  be  a  thing  of  frequent 
occurrence.  Blankets  and  warm  under  clothing  have 
been  distributed,  but  these  do  not  appear  sufficient  to 
jirotect  the  men  from  the  weather  ;  besides  the  shoes 
that  have  hccn  sent  out  are  of  too  small  a  size  and  of 
indifferent  quality,  which  adds  to  their  misery. 

"  Symptoms  of  scurvy  have  made  their  appearance 
in  some  cases,  but  as  yet  the  disease  has  not  made 
much  progress  amongst  the  men,  and  I  hope,  by  the 
arrival  of  the  expected  supply  of  lime  juice  the 
further  spread  will  be  averted." 


No.  100. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretarij  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  7th  February  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  13th 
January,  and  its  enclosed  copy  of  a  oommuni cation 
from  Commissary  General  Wild,  dated  Malta,  the 
3d  ultimo,  I  take  leave  to  inquire  if  any  further 
information  relative  to  the  desired  supply  of  lime 
juice  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  Crimea  has  been 
received  from  Mr.  Wild. 

I  am  specially  anxious  on  the  subject,  as  I  received 
a  few  days  ago  from  the  Inspector  General  of  Hos- 
pitals in  front  of  Sebastopol,  a  letter  reporting  that 
several  cases  of  scurvy  had  appeared  in  camp,  and 
the  same  letter  gave  me  to  believe  that  no  lime  juice 
had  then  reached  Balaklava.  By  a  letter,  however, 
which  has  suljsequently  been  received  by  the  Ad- 
miralty from  Captain  Christie,  it  appears  that  the 
"Holyrood"  steamer,  in  which  10,080  lbs.  of  lemon 
juice  were  shipped,  was  then  lan;ling  her  cargo,  and 
that  it  is  presumed  that  20,016  lbs.  shipped  in  the 
"  Esk  "  must  have  been  lauded  before  that  date  (the 
19th  January). 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  earnestly  to  advise  that 
Mr.  Wild,  who  it  appears  has  been  entrusted  with 
providing  the  lime  juice,  should  be  required  to  make 
every  possible  effort  to  forward  it  to  the  army  in  the 
Crimea,  as  its  presence  will  prove  advantageous  in 
removing  the  scorbutic  taint  which  no  doubt  exists 
very  generally  at  the  present  moment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  101. 

Dr.  Smith  to  tlie  Military  Secretary, 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  8th  Feliruary  1855. 

I  HASTEN  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the 
General  Commanding  in  Chief,  the  enclosed  extract, 
and  as  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the 
articles  recommended  by  Dr.  Hall  should  be  supplied 
Avith  the  utmost  despatch  for  the  use  of  the  whole- 
force  in  the  Crimea,  I  beg  earnestly  to  recommend 
that  the  Board  of  Oi'dnance  should  at  once  be  re- 
quested to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  have  them 
furnished  and  forwarded  to  Balaklava. 

It  may  not  be  possible  immediately  to  obtain  from 
a  small  number  of  dealers  in  waterproof  articles  the 
quantities  sufficient,  I  therefore  advise  that  every 
person  who  trades  in  such  waterproof  goods  should  be 
resorted  to,  and  if  they  cannot  collectively  produce 
the  amount  required  in  a  very  short  space  of  time 
they  should  deliver  into  store  Avhat  they  can  Avithin  a 
fortnight,  so  that  they  be  despatched  and  followed  as 
speedily  as  possible  by  the  remainder. 

Although  the  more  severe  part  of  the  season  Avill 
have  passed  before  the  articles  referred  to  arrive,  yet 
the  rains  of  the  spring  and  the  dews  of  the  summer 
will  still  be  sources  of  mischief,  and  if  their  bad 
effects  can  be  obviated  by  the  late  arrival  of  the 
material  recommended  a  great  advantage  Avill  be 
secured. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Military  Secretary, 
&c.  &c. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Hall,  Principal 
Medical  Officer,  Crimea,  to  the  Director  General, 
Army  Medical  Department,  dated  before  Sebas- 
topol, 18th  January  1855. 

"  A  PIECE  of  waterproof  cloth  for  the  men  to  sleep 
on  would  be  invaluable.    Tarpauling  and  Avaterproof 
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bottoms  for  tents  do  not  answer  in  practice,  as  the 
water  -wliich  beats  through  a  bell  tent  in  stormy 
Aveather  lodges  and  forms  pools  in  place  of  being 
absorbed  into  the  earth. 

"  We  have  tried  both  these  in  tlie  tents  of  the 
sick,  and  I  have  almost  always  heard  them  condemned 
by  the  medical  officers,  whereas  a  strij)  of  macintosh 
cloth  spread  on  the  ground  under  the  blanket  answers 
admirably  well.  It  was  Avhat  I  and  many  others 
used  when  compelled  to  sleep  on  the  ground,  so  that 
I  can  speak  of  it  from  personal  experience,  and  I 
think  it  might  be  adopted  Avith  great  advantage  to 
the  health  of  the  troops.  It  is  a  light  article,  and 
convej^ance  could  easily  be  provided  for  an  article  of 
that  kind,  and  they  could  easily  l)e  made  so  that  the 
cloths  of  a  gi\  en  number  of  men  Avould  form  both  a 
small  patrol  tent  and  a  flooring  to  it,  and  thus 
protect  the  men  from  rain  and  the  damp  ground 
beneath. 


No.  102. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Siij,  Department,  8th  February  18.3.5. 

As  I  am  positively  Avithout  anything  like  de- 
tailed information  touching  the  state  of  the  sick  and 
Avounded  in  the  camp,  and  the  means  available  for 
their  nourishment  and  medical  treatment,  I  request 
you  Avill  be  so  good  as  to  require  the  senior  officer  of 
each  division  to  supply  you  Aveekly  Avitli  a  statement 
that  Avill  involve  the  above  and  all  other  information 
Avhich  you  or  they  may  think  likely  to  prove  useful  to 
me,  and  enulile  me  to  meet  the  inquiries  and  remarks 
Avhich  are  daily,  nay  hourly,  being  addressed  to  me. 

Tiiese  statements  you  should,  I  think,  require  the 
officers  si)eciiied  to  deli\  er  to  you  Avhen  you  make  your 
AS'cekly  tour  of  ins[)ection,  and  liy  doing  so  yon  Avill 
l)e  further  able  to  enlighten  me  by  such  personal 
observation  as  you  no  doubt  have  the  opportunity  of 
making  on  these  occasions. 

I  am  getting  almost  nervous  from  anxiety  for 
inforuiation,  and  therefore  beg  of  you- to  take  CA'ery 
opportunity  of  sujjplying  me.  As  I  have  already 
informed  you  no  means  calculated  to  facilitate  your 
oi)erations  will  be  refused,  you  have  simply  to  state 
what  are  necessary  to  your  purpose  to  have  them  ; 
one  or  more  additional  clerks  Avill  be  supplied  you,  if 
you  require  them,  and  you  may  rest  assured  I  Avill 
engage  the  best  I  can  obtain,  so  that  you  may  have 
the  ablest  possiI)le  helpers  to  copy  your  communica- 
tions and  returns. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Saiith, 

&c.    &c.  Director  General. 

No.  103. 
//.  Roberts,  Esq.  to  Dr.  Smith. 

War  Department, 
SiK,  8th  February  185.5. 

I  AAi  directed,  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  this 
department  to  acquaint  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter 
of  the  7tli  instant,  that  no  information  has  lieen  re- 
ceived from  the  Connnissariat  Officer  in  charge  at  Malta, 
regarding  (he  supply  of  lime  juice  for  the  use  of  (he 
army  in  the  Crimea,  since  that  connminicated  to  you 
in  the  letter  from  (his  depar(ment  dated  13(h  ultimo  ; 
but  directions  Avere  given  to  that  oflicer  under  date 
2.)lh  ultimo,  to  forAvard  to  its  destination  Avitli  as 
Hide  delay  as  ])ossible,  in  periodical  slii])ments,  20,000 
gallons  of  lime  juice  Avhen  recei\ed  from  tiie  con- 
tractor, and  also  to  obtain  and  forward  a  further 
similar  <]uantity  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  shipment 
of  the  first  20,000  gallons,  as  requested  in  your  letter 
of  the  IGtli  ultimo. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       IIexky  RonEKTS. 

Dr.  Andrew  Smith, 
&c.  he. 


No.  104. 

B.  Hmces,  Esq.  to  the  Director  General. 

AVar  Office, 

Sii!,  10th  February  1855. 

I  AM  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  lltli  ultimo,  recommending  that  every 
soldier  Avho  leaves  this  country  during  the  cold 
season  for  the  Crimea  should,  either  before  he  end)arks 
or  Avithin  tAventy-four  hours  aftcf"  eml)arkation,  be 
furnished  Avith  the  Avarm  clothing  intended  to  be 
issued  generally  to  the  troops,  and  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  (ieneral  Conmianding  in  Chief  does  not  think 
it  necessary  that  soldiers  embarking  for  the  Crimea 
sliould  be  served  Avith  Avarin  clothing  on  embarkation, 
or  shortly  afterwards,  his  Lordsiiip  considering  that 
if  it  be  issued  to  them  in  the  Bosphorus  it  Avill  be 
sufficient  to  protect  them  against  the  Aveather  they 
Avill  probably  encounter  in  the  Crimea. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       B,  IIaaves. 

The  Director  General, 
&c.  he. 


No.  105. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  General 
of  Hospitals,  to  Dr.  A.  Smith,  Director  General, 
Arm)/  Medical  Department,  dated  "  Before 
Sehastopol,  lOth  Fehriiarij  1855." 

"  I  ENCLOSE  a  note  from  Dr.  Pine,  recommending  a 
supply  of  amorphous  quinine  dissolved  in  spirit  to  be 
sent  out  and  used  in  Avine  as  a  jirophylactic  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Bryson,  R.N.,  at  page  80 
in  the  panqililet  on  diseases  in  Turkey,  and  memoir 
on  the  remittent  fever  of  the  Levant. 

"  The  remedy  in  question  appears,  by  the  report,  to 
have  been  used  Avith  satisfactory  results,  and  if  you 
Avould  be  good  enough  to  order  out  such  proportion 
of  the  solution  as  you  think  fit,  Ave  could  institute 
trials  of  it  in  different  regiments,  and  note  the  result 
for  your  information." 


No.  106. 

Dr.  Smith  to  J.  Wood,  Esq. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  10th  February  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  having  reference  to  my 
requisition  of  7th  instant,  for  2,000  cholera  belts,  to  be 
sent  to  Cork  for  the  use  of  detachments  thence  em- 
barking for  the  seat  of  Avar,  referring  also  to  a  recent 
objection  of  mine  against  a  specimen  belt  sent  from 
your  department  for  inspection,  and  further  inquiring 
Avhat  description  of  cholera  belt  I  intended  should  be 
supplied  on  the  demand  referred  to,  I  have  the 
honour  to  recjuest  you  Avill  be  pleased  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  description*  specified  in  my  requisition  of 
9th  December  last  for  40,000  belts  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  serving  in  the  Crimea,  Avliich  requisition  Avas 
submitted  to  the  Military  Secretary  Avith  a  Aiew 
to  its  being  forAvarded  to  your  department  in  due 
course. 

I  have,  &c. 

J.  Wood,  Esq.  (Signed)       A.  Sjiitii, 

&c.       &c.  Director  General . 


No.  107. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  A.  Smith. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiK,  nth  February  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  January 
1855,  requesting  to  be  informed  how  far  the  locality 
is  from  the  camp  Avhere  the  bodies  of  the  soldiers 
and  animals  that  die  are  interred,  and  Avhetlier  they 


*  "  Each  12  incties  Avide,  to  be  made  of  sto  it  flannel,  and 
furnished  Avith  3  straps  and  buckles." 

E 
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are  buried  to  a  sufRcient  depth  to  prevent  the  escape 
above  ground  of  the  gases  resulting  from  decomposi- 
tion, I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  lines 
of  this  army  are  very  extensive,  and  no  one  place  is 
selected  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  ;  each  division 
has  its  own  place  of  sepulture,  generally  sufficiently 
distant  from  the  men's  tents  to  prevent  mischief  ;  and 
the  graves  are  directed  to  be  dug  sufficiently  deep 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  noxious  effluvia;  but  I  regret 
to  say  both  these  points  are  occasionally  violated, 
not,  however,  to  an  extent  to  create  uneasiness  ;  and 
as  the  military  authorities  are  now  getting  more  alive 
to  the  laws  of  health,  these  violations  of  orders  are 
not  so  likely  to  be  permitted  in  future.  As  for  dead 
animals,  their  carcasses  were  lying  about  in  every 
direction  by  dozens,  until  I  pointed  out  the  fatal 
results  that  miglit  be  expected  to  ensue  from  allowing 
so  much  animal  matter  to  decay  and  taint  the  air 
in  every  direction,  and  since  then  an  effort  has  been 
made  to  get  some  of  them  buried,  but  this  has  only 
been  imperfectly  done  in  most  cases  where  it  has 
been  attempted,  and  numerous  dead  bodies  of  horses 
lie  about  still  in  every  direction,  and  it  is  my  inten- 
tion again  to  call  the  Commander-in-Chief's  attention 
to  the  subject. 

At  Balaklava,  where  the  Turks  died  in  great  num- 
bers, and  were  buried  so  superficially,  alarm  was 
created  for  the  public  safety,  and  the  subject  was 
investigated  by  a  mixed  Commission  which  recom- 
mended that  the  over-crowded  cemetery  should  be 
closed,  and  a  new  one  opened  more  remote  from  the 
village  ;  that,  too,  has  been  closed,  and  the  Turkish 
sick  have  been  moved  out  of  the  town  and  placed  in 
huts  overlooking  the  sea  to  the  eastward  of  the  town. 

Huts  are  in  course  of  erection  for  the  reception 
of  newly-arrived  troops  at  Balaklava,  and  the  Quarter 
Master  General's  department  have  in  my  opinion 
selected  a  most  objectionable  site  for  them,  viz., 
between  the  Turkish  burying  ground  above  alluded 
to,  and  a  perpendicular  hill  of  considerable  elevation. 
I  pointed  out  the  objections  to  the  site,  but  the 
answer  I  got  was  that  there  was  no  other  place  avail- 
able ;  but  if  we  remain  here  during  the  summer  we 
shall,  I  am  quite  sure,  pay  the  penalty  of  so  glaring 
a  violation  of  the  laws  of  health. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Johk  Hall, 

Inspector  General 
Dr.  Andrew  Smith,  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  108. 

Quartermaster- General  Freeth  to  Dr.  A.  Smith. 

Horse  Guards, 
Sir,  12th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  a  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Ordnance,  accompanied  by  a  mattrass* 
proposed  for  military  uses. 

And  in  requesting  your  opinion  upon  the  same  for 
the  information  of  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief, 
I  am  to  observe  that  the  troops  encamped  in  the 
Crimea  are  supplied  with  waterj^roof  cloths. 

It  may,  however,  be  possible  that  the  mattrass  may 
be  useful  in  the  hospital  tents,  of  which  you  will  be 
the  best  judge. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       J.  Freeth, 
Dr.  Smith,  Quarter  Master  General. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S. — You  will  be  pleased  to  return  the  enclosure. 


No.  109. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  12th  February  1855. 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  you  that  immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  orders  were 

*  Cork  mattrass,  waterpoof  surface. 


given  to  have  the  quantity  of  chloride  of  zinc,  then 
being  got  ready  for  shipment  to  the  General  Hospital 
at  Smyrna,  made  up  to  a  ton,  and  to  be  packed  and 
forwarded  as  directed. 

I  have  delayed  the  execution  of  the  order  respect- 
ing "  sand  bags  "  till  such  time  as  I  might  be  able  to 
ascertain  the  purpose  for  which  they  Avere  intended. 

Fearing  there  has  been  some  mistake  in  regard  to 
these  articles,  an  opinion  confirmed  by  Sir  J.  Forbes, 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  request  you  will  inform  me 
whether  another  article  was  not  intended  to  be 
supplied. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Deputy  Secretary-at- War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  110. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  12th  February  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  12th 
January,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  15th  December, 
pointing  out  the  hurried  and  unsatisfactory  way  in 
which  ships  Avere  obliged  to  be  fitted  out  by  the 
Medical  Department  for  the  accommodation  of  sick 
and  Avounded  men  proceeding  to  Scutari,  and  wishing 
to  be  informed  Avhat  steps  I  had  taken  to  remedy  the 
evil,  I  lieg  to  annex  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  Avrote  on 
the  4th  December  on  the  subject  of  proper  ships 
lieing  told  off  and  fitted  for  the  seiwice. 

That  recommendation  met  Avith  the  sanction  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  agent  of  transports 
named  two  steamers  "  Sydney "  and  "  Australia," 
capable  of  conveying  about  150  each  ;  but  as  these 
Avere  found  insufficient  I  made  a  second  representa- 
tion on  the  17th  December,  and  another  on  the  19tli 
December,  and  two  more  ships  Avere  added,  the  "  Mel- 
bourne "  and  the  "  Brandon,"  but  delay  took  place  in 
fitting  them  up  at  Constantinople,  and  the  "  Sydney  " 
and  "  Brandon  "  Avere  absolutely  filled  Avith  stores, 
and  despatched  by  Admiral  Boxer,  Avithout  alloAving 
time  for  the  medical  equipment  to  be  put  on  board, 
though  remonstrated  with  by  Second  Class  Staff  Sur- 
geon Wisliart,  as  you  will  see  by  the  annexed  letter 
from  that  gentleman.  These  vessels  were  not  only 
told  off  l)y  the  naval  authorities,  but  a  permanent 
staff  for  them  was  named  by  me,  Avhich  Avas  pub- 
lished in  General  Orders,  and  I  gave  instructions  to 
the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari  for  their 
equipment,  which  I  Avas  surprised  to  see  published  in 
the  "  Times  "  newspaper. 

The  regular  steamers  only  now  coming  into  use, 
the  "  Melbourne  "  and  "  Brandon  "  have  each  made 
one  trip  Avith  sick  fitted  up  properly,  and  aa'C  expect 
the  "  Sydney  "  and  "  Australia  "  daily  fitted  in  like 
manner,  so  that  I  hope  much  of  the  discomfort  the 
sick  have  hitherto  experienced  will  be  obviated  in 
future.  You  must  not  imagine  the  subject  had 
escaped  my  notice,  or  that  I  had  not  spoken  of  the 
defective  system  before,  but  I  can  find  no  Avritten 
communication  anterior  to  the  4th  December.  Much 
of  my  business  Avith  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
necessarily  transacted  verbally,  but  I  must  say  I 
have  ahvays  found  him  ready  to  listen  to  any  sug- 
gestions, and  Avilling  to  afford  assistance. 

Early  in  the  season  I  urged  on  him  the  necessity  of 
better  shelter  being  provided,  and  more  care  being 
taken  of  the  men  ;  for  if  they  Avere  harassed  and  ex- 
posed in  the  manner  they  Avere  then, — if  Avewere  to  re- 
main the  Avinter — a  very  small  army  Avould  be  left  in 
the  spring  ;  that  letter  Avas  in  Avriting,  and  I  got  an 
ansAver  through  the  Adjutant  General,  saying  that 
the  Commander-in-Chief  thought  I  had  travelled  out 
of  the  question,  and  he  Avas  not  pleased.  The  copies 
of  those  notes  I  have  unfortunately  either  mislaid  or 
lost,  in  the  confusion  of  my  tent  being  blown  doAvn, 
for  my  portfolio  Avas  unfortunately  open,  and  I  lost 
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many  of  my  papeivs  and  letters,  and  the  portfolio 
itself  was  trampled  in  the  mud,  by  the  men  that  eame 
to  assist  me  in  gettin";  my  tent  put  to  rights. 

With  regard  to  the  "  Avon,"  I  have  no  explanation 
to  give  beyond  -what  was  contained  in  my  letters  of 
the  7th  and  13th  December  ;  that  of  the  7th,  being  in 
anticipation  of  Avhat  might  arise  out  of  the  Court  of 
Inquiry,  contained  all  the  documents  in  original  con- 
nected with  the  case,  which  were  sent  that  you  might 
be  able  to  judge  whether  she  had  been  properly  sup- 
plied with  comforts  or  not  ;  I  think  she  was.  The 
paucity  of  bed  pans  was  matter  of  necessity  when 
she  was  fitted  out,  and  the  subject  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  brouglit  under  Dr.  Lawson's  notice 
afterwards. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  I  hope  it  Avill  be 
found  that  due  representations  have  from  time  to 
time  been  made  by  me,  either  verbally  or  in  writing, 
on  most  matters  connected  with  the  health  of  this 
array.  It  is  true  I  have  not  put  on  record  in  writing, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  putting  on  record,  things  I 
knew  could  not  be  complied  with,  and  had  I  written 
them,  the  Commander-in-Chief  must  have  felt  I 
knew  they  could  not  be  complied  with. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  A.  Smith,  Inspector  General 

&c.       &c.  of  Hospitals. 


Di:  Hall  to  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  4th  December  1854. 

Fiiojr  the  daily  increasing  number  of  sick,  I 
consider  it  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  beg  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  submit  the  question  for  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces,  that  two  large  and  commodious  steamers, 
fitted  with  all  necessary  appliances  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  sick  officers  and  soldiers,  should 
run  regularly  between  Balaklava  and  Scutari  ;  by 
which  arrangement  much  of  the  discomfort  and  con- 
fusion of  the  present  system  of  embarking  the  sick 
hurriedly  on  board  any  vessel  that  may  casually  be 
in  i)ort  at  the  time  would  be  obviated,  and  if  a  large 
vessel  like  "  Pride  of  the  Ocean,"  were  moored  in  the 
harbour,  in  aid  of  the  General  Hospital,  I  am  of 
opinion  there  would  be  sufficient  accommodation  for 
the  reception  of  the  sick  from  camp  during  the 
period  between  the  trips  of  the  steamers. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  General 
Brigadier  General  Airey,  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  111. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy, 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  14th  February  1857. 

Referrino  to  your  letters  of  the  15th  September 
and  16th  November,  and  my  replies  thereto  of  the 
27th  Sei)teml)er  and  20th  November  last,  relative  to 
the  i)roi)osed  issue  to  the  troops  in  the  Crimea  of 
i'resh  uncooked  meat,  j)reserved  in  a  certain  way 
by  Mr.  llennie,  1  have  now  the  honour  to  forward, 
for  vhe  information  of  Lord  Panmure,  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  Boai'd  of  Medical  Officers,  assemlded 
al  the  cam])  before  Sebastoj)()l  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining and  reporting  upon  a  sample  of  the  article 
in  (piestion. 

I  beg  to  add  that  I  agree  with  the  Board  as  to  the 
advantage  likely  to  be  derived  from  a  supply  of  meat 
j)reserved  according  to  Air.  Rennie's  process  being  in 
reserve  in  the  connnissariat  stores,  and  I  am  of  opi- 
nion  that  a  supply  should   be  forwarded  to  the 


Crimea  agreeably  with  the  reconnnendation  contained 
in  the  enclosure. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  •    Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  112. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  De|)artment  loth  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  for  the  information 
of  the  Minister  for  War,  copies  of  various  letters  re- 
ferring to  the  defective  sanitary  condition  of  the 
steamer  "  Telegraph,"  employed  to  convey  commissa- 
riat drivers  to  the  Crimea,  as  well  as  to  the  total 
want  of  any  provision  for  the  probable  contingency  of 
sickness  occurring  on  Ijoard.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  sub- 
mit the  necessity,  on  future  like  occasions,  of  causing 
such  steps  to  be  taken,  as  may  jjrevent  a  recurrence 
of  the  state  of  things  described,  as,  had  the  vessel  \)vo- 
ceeded  on  her  voyage  unprovided  as  she  Avas  found 
to  be,  it  is  likely  that  a  large  number  of  her  jiassengers 
might  have  died,  or  at  least  have  landed  in  tlie 
Crimea  unequal,  from  sickness,  to  assume  the  duties 
expected  of  them  on  their  arrival  with  tlie  army. 

I  beg  to  add,  that  I  have  ordered  a  medical  officer 
for  the  vessel,  and  he  will  embark  this  day. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General.  ' 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  113. 

Wm.  Odell,  Esq.  to  Dr.  A.  Smitlu 

Portsmouth, 

Sir,  18th  February  1855. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and 
the  transport  "  Telegraph,"  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  since  inspected  that  vessel.  On  my  repre- 
sentation and  the  report  of  the  medical  officers,  two 
ventilating  tubes  have  been  su})plied;  twelve  engineers 
have  since  joined  the  vessel,  making  sixty-one  pas- 
sengers in  all. 

The  ship  has  a  medicine  chest,  but  I  intend,  never- 
theless, to  supply  a  chest  and  portable  case  of  instru- 
ments from  the  store  here,  unless  you  offer  any 
objection. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Peacock  has  not  arrived  here 
as  yet. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Wm.  Odell, 
Dr.  A.  Smith,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S — It  is  said  also  that  Major  General  Simpson 
proceeds  in  this  vessel. 

W.  0. 


No.  114. 

Major  General  C.  Yorke  to  the  Director  General. 

Horse  Guards, 
Sir,  21st  February  1855. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant, 
expressing  your  apprehension  that,  from  the  tenor 
of  a  connnunication  wliicli  you  had  received  from 
the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the  Crimea,  the 
lemon  juice  shipped  from  this  country  in  November 
last  had  not  yet  reached  Balaklava  ;  I  am  directed 
by  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief  to  transmit  to 
you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been 
addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Admiralty  in 
reply  to  the  reference  made  to  them  on  the  subject, 
stating  that  it  appears,  by  a  return  received  at  the 
Admiralty  dated  Balaklava,  the  2nd  instant,  that  the 
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"  Holyrood  "  was  nearly  cleared,  and  that  this  pre- 
sumed the  "  Esk,"  about  to  convey  Turkish  troops  to 
Eupatoria,  must  have  delivered  all  her  stores  between 
the  26th  ultimo,  and  the  date  of  Dr.  Hall's  letter. 

•  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       C.  Yorke. 

The  Director  General, 
&c.  &e. 


T.  T.  Grant,  Esq.  to  the  MiUtary  Secretary. 

Admiralty, 

Sir,  19tli  Fehruary  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Director 
General  of  the  Army  Medical  Department,  in  which 
lie  states  that  he  is  apprehensive,  in  consequence  of  a 
communication  received  from  Dr.  Ilall,  that  the 
lemon  juice  shipped  in  the  "  Holyrood,"  "Esk,"  and 
"  Sydney  Hall,"  had  not  yet  reached  Balaklava  ;  I 
heg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  General 
Comniandiug  in' Chief,  that  it  a])pears,  by  a  return 
received  in  this  de])artment,  dated  Balaklava,  the  2nd 
instant,  that  the  "Holyrood"  was  nearly  cleared,  the 
"  Sydney  Hall"  half  cleared,  and  the  "  Esk"  about  to 
convey  Turkish  troops  to  Eupatoria  ;  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  latter  steamer  nnist  have  delivered  all 
her  stores  between  the  26th  ultimo,  the  date  of  Dr. 
Hall's  letter,  and  the  2nd  instant,  when  she  was  being 
prepared  for  troops. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  T.  Guant. 
The  Military  Secretary, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  115. 

A.  Ciimmbig,  Esq.  to  Dr.  Smit/i, 

Scutari, 

SiK,  22d  February  1855. 

In  acknowledging  your  letter  of  5th  February, 
adverting  to  the  mode  in  wliich  corpses  are  removed 
to  the  dead  house  in  this  hospital;  I  have  to  observe, 
that  your  proposal  appears  to  me  more  objectionable 
than  the  mode  now  in  use,  viz.,  the  corpses  being  de- 
cently wrapped  up  in  a  blanket  and  carried  on  a 
bearer  by  two  orderlies  to  the  place  appropriated  for 
their  reception.  A  coffin  or  shell  would,  I  conceive, 
be  doubly  suggestive. 

The  sketch  which  Deputy  Inspector  General  Lawson 
sent  recently  of  the  burial  ground  will  show  its 
distance  from  the  General  Hospital,  and  whicli  is,  he 
tells  me,  100  yards;  of  course  the  hospital  Avall  is 
nearer. 

A  new  burial  ground  lias  within  a  day  or  two  been 
conceded  to  us  by  the  Turkish  Government  at  a 
greater  distance,  and  is  now,  I  believe,  being  used; 
its  site  is  pointed  out  in  Mr.  Lawson's  sketch. 

Every  attention  will  be  given  to  the  proper  con- 
veyance of  the  bodies  to  the  grave  yard,  and  that  no 
deleterious  effects  may  arise  from  the  graves  being  of 
insutlicient  depth  or  not  duly  covered  over. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Gumming, 
Dr.  A.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  116. 

A.  Cumming,  Esq.  to  Dr.  Smith. 
Sir,  vScutari,  22d  February  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  31st  .January  re- 
specting the  huts  erected  in  this  Ijarrack  square,  I 
have  to  acquaint  you  that  these  were  commenced  and 
nearly  completed  during  my  absence  in  the  Crimea, 
and  previous  to  my  departure  I  heard  no  intention 
expressed  of  constructing  such  buildings. 

Staff  Surgeon  Crnickshank,  in  a  letter  to  you  dated 
11th  ultimo,  mentions  the  site  and  character  of  them, 


but  he  informs  me  that  no  reference  was  made  to  him 
until  they  were  in  an  advanced  state. 

I  do  not  altogether  approve  of  the  way  in  which 
these  huts  have  been  constructed,  nor  of  the  site 
which  tliey  occupy;  and  I  rather  think  they  were  in- 
tended when  first  ])rojected  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  depot,  to  enable  the  remaining  barrack  accommo- 
dation to  be  given  up  to  the  hospital  purposes.  I 
hope  they  will  not  materially  interfere  with  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  this  hospital,  and  my  intention  is  to 
occupy  them  by  convalescents,  and  probably,  also,  in 
]iart,  as  dining  and  breakfast  rooms,  by  whicli  means 
we  shall  be  able  to  thin  the  wards  and  corridors. 

I  am  at  present  too  pressed  by  time  to  enter  more 
fully  on  this  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Cumming, 
Dr.  A.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

8tc.  &c. 


No.  117. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  Under  Secretary  of  State. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  22d  February  1855. 

In  acknowledging  the  recei])t  of  your  commu- 
nication of  the  IGtli  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
parasj'tic  vermin  infesting  the  hair  and  clothing  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  army  serving  in  the  East,  I  have 
the  honour,  in  rej)ly,  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his 
Lordship,  that  the  substances  equally  efficacious  as 
nicotine  for  destruction  of  these  insects  are  the  red 
precipitate  of  mercury,  white  precipitate  of  mercury 
with  chalk,  tlie  mercurial  or  blue  ointment,  and  sta- 
visaire  (lousewort).  The  latter  I  have  reason  to 
believe  is  used  in  Turkey  for  the  object  referred  to. 
In  addition  to  the  above  a  decoction  or  infusion  of 
tobacco  is  also  a  prompt  agent  in  the  destruction  of 
such  vermin  ;  but  even  these  preparations  of  tobacco, 
though  much  less  powerful  than  nicotine,  the  active 
])rinciple  of  that  herb,  cannot  generally  be  used  with 
safety,  as  we  have  instances  of  fatal  results  from  the 
external  application  of  tobacco  recorded  by  Doctors 
Percival  and  Taylor  in  their  respective  works,  and 
dogs  have  been  frequently  killed  by  applications  of 
this  kind. 

The  articles  I  have  mentioned  all  readily  destroy 
the  vermin  in  the  hair,  but  to  eradicate  them  when 
they  have  spread  over  the  l)ody  and  taken  up  their 
abodes  in  the  clothing  is  not  so  easily  effected  ;  indeed, 
it  is  not  generally  practicable  unless  by  getting  rid  of 
the  clothes  in  wlilcli  they  have  been  harboured,  and 
by  the  subsequent  observance  of  great  personal  clean- 
liness. But  where  it  has  been  foinid  an  object  not  to 
abandon  the  articles  of  clothing  so  infested,  various 
processes  to  meet  the  evil  have,  though  with  but  very 
imperfect  success,  been  resorted  to  ;  amongst  them  I 
may  mention  fumigation  of  the  clothes,  either  with 
sulphur,  turi)entine,  camphor,  or  tobacco,  or  sponging 
those  portions  of  them  which  the  insects  usually  most 
resort  to  with  a  solution  of  veratrea  (the  active  prin- 
ciple of  white  hellebore)  or  of  corrosive  sublimate  ; 
none  of  these  measures,  however,  can  be  regarded  as 
so  perfectly  ettectual  as  that  of  ])lacing  the  clothes  in 
boiling  water,  or  keeping  them  for  some  time  im- 
mersed in  water  kept  at  the  boiling  point.  This,  the 
most  satisfactory  process,  is  of  course  effected  with 
difficulty  where  the  quantities  of  infested  articles  are 
great. 

Having  sulnnitted  these  ol)servations,  I  may  merely 
remark  further,  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
no  remedy  will  fully  accomplish  the  object  desired 
unless  aided  by  good  diet,  cleanliness,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  frequently  changing  more  especially  the 
under  clothing. 

Every  medical  officer  is  aware  of  the  means  which 
are  used  to  effect  the  destruction  of  the  kind  of  vermin 
in  question  ;  and  though  I  have  not  issued  any  par- 
ticular instructions  on  the  subject,  I  have,  however, 
endeavoured  to  provide  the  best  means  to  ensure  their 
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removal  from  tlie  sick  1)y  requiring  for  tliem  an  abun- 
dance of  under  clothing  and  a  supply  of  combs  and 
brushes,  as  well  as  of  small-toothed  combs  (of  tiie 
former  10,000  sets,  of  tlie  latter  1,000),  have  been 
furnished  for  use  in  tiie  hospital,  also  a  large  sui)ply 
of  soap,  Avhich,  with  plenty  of  water,  will  no  doubt 
soon  remove  from  the  persons  and  clothes  of  tlie  sick 
the  nuisance  which  accom])anied  tliem  from  the  field. 

Nothing,  I  fear,  short  of  the  removal  and  change  of 
every  article  of  clothing  now  in  use  from  every  man 
of  the  army,  in  addition  to  daily  ablution  and  nnirked 
attention  to  personal  cleanliness,  will  eti'ectualiy  era- 
dicate the  vermin. 

The  inmates  of  our  poor-houses  are  cleansed  of 
them  by  the  use  of  white  precii)itate,  and  the  removal 
of  the  infected  clothes  from  their  persons. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  Smith, 

Director  CJeneral. 

Tlie  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  118. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Ilall,  Inspector  General 
of  Hospitals,  to  the  Director  General,  dated 
^'•Before  Sebastojwl,  23rd  February  1855." 

"  I  HOPE  the  40,000  gallons  of  lime  juice  you  men- 
tioned is  not  far  off  at  jjresent,  so  that  the  ration  may 
be  continued  to  the  wiiole  arm3^ 

"  I  am  quite  sure  that  lime  juice,  fresh  vegetables, 

warm  clothing,  and  better  shelter  would  eradicate 

scurvy  and  cure  the  diarrhoeas  the  men  labour  under 

much  sooner  than  any  system  of  medical  treatment 

that  could  be  adopted  ;  and  if  they  could  only  have  so 

much  relaxation  from  their  duty  in  tlie  trendies  as 

would  admit  of  their  having  two  consecutive  nights 

in  bed,  I  am  (piite  satisKed  they  would  soon  regain 

their  strengtli  and  health. 

*  »  *  «■ 

"Now  tlic  regularly  iitted  out  transports  that  were 
recommended  at  the  beginning  of  Deceml)er  are 
coming  into  use,  and  will  be  a  relief  to  us  ;  but  what 
I  am  calculating  on,  and  am  most  anxious  about,  is 
the  new  hospital  near  the  castle  at  Balaklava.  I  was 
up  there  to-day  to  see  how  they  were  getting  on,  and 
found  eight  huts  ai'e  nearly  completed,  and  we  are 
getting  them  e([uipped  as  rapidly  as  we  can,  and  in  a 
few  days  we  shall  be  able  to  send  a  couple  of  hundred 
more  up  there.  I  am  quite  pleased  with  the  place, 
and  anticipate  much  more  benefit  by  sending  men 
there  than  down  to  Scutari.  At  Scutari  the  Iniildings 
are  large,  crowded,  and  difficult  to  keej)  well  venti- 
lated. Fever  consecpiently  has  made  its  appearance 
and  proved  fatal  to  many,  both  oHicers  and  men." 


No.  119. 

From  Dr.  A.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27th  February,  1855. 

As  the  season  of  the  year  is  now  approaching 
when  sick  and  wounded  may  be  transferred  to  England 
Avitliout  risk  of  serious  suffering  from  inclement  or 
severe  weather  on  a|)i)roaching  the  channel  or  landing 
at  its  j)orts,  I  am  of  oi)ini()ii  that  the  time  lias  arrived 
for  considering  whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
remove  to  this  country,  direct  from  the  Crimea, 
cases  of  that  nature  which  might  safely  be  subjected 
to  a  long  voyage.  Of  the  advantages  of  such  a 
measure  we  have  ample  experience  in  the  good  effects 
attending  removals  of  this  kind  from  the  East  and 
West  Indies,  where  cases  of  dysentery  and  diarrlKua, 
stationary  in  their  progress  or  disposed  to  deteriorate 
as  long  as  the  suflerers  remain  in  the  country  where 
they  have  been  contracted,  derive  so  much  benefit 
from  the  sea  voyage  that  the  soldier  who  has  emliarked 


in  these  climates  a  broken-down  invalid  frequently 
lands  here  in  comparatively  re-established  health. 

But  as  it  Avill  not  be  possible  to  foresee  what  will 
be  the  efl(?ct  of  a  prolonged  sea-voyage  in  cases  of 
other  diseases  or  wounds,  I  submit,  should  the  sug- 
gestions I  now  propose  be  entertained  and  acted  on, 
that  arrangements  be  made  that  each  vessel  conveying 
sick  soldiers  should  touch  at  certain  intermediate 
p(n-ts,  viz.,  Malta  and  Gibraltar,  in  order,  should  any 
of  the  cases  on  board  have  become  aggravated  so  as 
to  render  their  landing  desirable,  that  an  opportunity 
may  be  thus  afibrded  for  effecting  this. 

Ordinary  vessels,  it  is  needless  to  say,  will  not  be 
ajiplicable  for  the  removal  of  the  sick  to  whom  I 
refer,  but  the  conveyances  for  this  purpose  must  be  of 
the  descrijition  recommended  in  my  letter  of  the  11th 
May  1854,  namely,  steamers  with  appropriate  fittings. 

If  it  be  found  expedient  to  adopt  the  proceeding  of 
the  kind  above  i)roposed,  1  have  no  doubt  but  that 
great  benefit  will  result  from  it  to  the  sufferers,  and 
another  very  obvious  advantage  will  be  the  facilities 
-w  hich  this  arrangement  will  attbrd  for  relieving  the 
overcrowded  state  of  the  hospitals  at  Scutari  and  in 
tlie  Crimea. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  Smith, 

Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General, 

&c.  &c. 


No.  120. 

Dr.  A.  SmifJi  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sii{,  Depart'ment,  27th  February  1855. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
pressing  that  a  further  supply  of  lime  juice  should  be 
sent  out  to  the  army  in  the  Crimea  beyond  what  has 
been  forwarded  I>y  the  Admiralty,  I  have  the  honour 
to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  General  Com- 
manding in  Chief,  that  it  is  most  essential  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  troops,  that  40,000  gallons  proposed  to 
be  purchased  by  the  Commissariat  Officer  at  Malta 
should  1)C  des]iatched  to  Balaklava  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, there  being  every  reason  to  fear  that  the  supplies 
sent  from  England  will  soon  be  exhausted,  considering 
that  a  scorbutic  taint  has  shown  itself  very  generally 
among  the  troops. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  Smith, 

Director- General. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
8cc.  &c. 


No.  121-2. 

Dr.  A.  SmitJt  to  the  Tender  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiiJ,  Department,  28tli  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Secretary  of  State  lor  War,  that  I 
have  been  concerned  for  some  time  past  to  observe 
that  by  the  returns  received  great  sickness  has  pre- 
^  ailed  in  the  force  serving  at  Gallipoli  and  Boulaliir. 

This  has  been  on  the  average  26  per  cent.,  an 
amount  quite  disproportionate  to  the  strength  and  to 
the  duties  performed  at  these  stations. 

Having  been  led  by  these  facts  to  Ijelieve,  either 
that  there  existed  some  local  causes  very  prejudicial 
to  health,  or  something  in  the  constitution  or  conduct 
of  the  detachments  which  rendered  them  more  prone 
1o  sickness  and  less  able  to  bear  and  recover  from  it 
than  other  men  similarly  circumstanced,  I  requested 
on  the  9th  November  and  the  IGtli  January  last,  from 
the  senior  medical  officer  at  Gallipoli,  a  rejiort  on  the 
subject  of  the  unusual  sickness  in  the  detachments 
under  his  charge. 

E  3 
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APPENDIX  TO  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE 


In  his  explanation  in  regard  tliereto  which  I  have 
received,  it  is  not  attributed  to  local  influences,  but  to 
the  fact  that  the  service  companies  of  tlie  4th  Foot, 
on  quitting  Gallipoli  for  Varna  in  August  last,  having 
weeded  out  and  left  behind  all  their  sickly  and  Aveakly 
men  ;  to  the  debilitated  condition  of  those  so  left 
behind,  their  repeated  admissions,  frequent  relapses, 
and  tardy  convalescence,  are  to  be  ascribed. 

As  a  large  portion  of  the  detachments  appear  to 
consist  of  men  debilitated  by  previous  disease  and 
other  causes,  as  sickness  has  not  of  late  materially 
decreased,  and  is  likely  in  such  a  force  to  be  augmented 
in  the  approaching  hot  season,  I  submit  that  it  would 
be  to  the  interests  of  the  service  to  withdraw  the  de- 
tachments in  question,  or  at  least  all  the  weakly  men, 
and  have  them  replaced  by  an  equal  force,  giving  them 
a  reasonable  hope  of  remaining  effective. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  123. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  1st  March  1855. 

In  reference  to  the  necessity  existing  for  accom- 
modation for  sick  and  wounded,  additional  to  that 
which  the  hospital  and  barracks  at  Scutari  afford,  I 
have  the  honour  to  observe,  for  the  information  of 
the  Minister  at  War,  that  I  should  consider  the  erec- 
tion of  temporary  hospitals  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
these  establishments  as  to  be  deprecated  strongly, 
the  ground  in  their  immediate  vicinity  having  been 
for  centuries,  and  at  present,  used  as  a  place  of 
burial. 

I  should  recommend  as  a  preferalile  site  for  any 
proposed  structures  for  hospital  purposes  the  Princes 
Islands  in  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  as  being  conveniently 
accessible  to  the  army  as  well  as  salubrious. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  124. 
Dr.  Forrest  to  Director  General. 

London, 

Sir,  2d  March  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  inquiry  relative  to 
the  wooden  buildings  that  have  been  erected  in  the 
barrack  square  at  Scutari  for  the  accommodation  of 
sick  and  wounded,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  you 
that  I  objected  to  the  site  of  those  buildings  to  Lord 
William  Paulet,  from  tlieir  close  proximity  to  the 
barracks,  and  from  their  being  surrounded,  on  all 
sides,  by  high  stone  walls,  which  would  completely 
exclude  a  free  circulation  of  air,  and  that  conse- 
quently they  would  be  insufterably  hot  and  perfectly 
uninhabitable  in  the  summer  months ;  besides  that 
under  any  circumstances  they  were  much  too  near 
to  the  barrack  hospital,  where  upwards  of  2,000  sick 
were  already  congregated,  and  that,  should  fever 
unfortunately  break  out,  it  would  in  all  probability, 
from  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  hospital,  assume 
a  typhoid  character,  which  would  render  the  sepa- 
ration and  dispersion  of  the  sick  absolutely  necessary. 
He  replied  that  Staff"  surgeon  Dr.  Cruickshanks  had 
stated  objections  similar  to  mine,  but  that  he.  Dr.  C, 
had  afterwards  approved  or  agreed  (I  forget  which 
term  he  used)  to  the  huts  being  erected. 

I  was  unwell  and  confined  to  bed  at  the  time  the 
buildings  were  commenced,  and  had  not  therefore  an 


opportunity  of  stating  my  objections  until  several  of 
them  were  built  ;  they  were  not,  however,  occupied 
Avhen  I  left  Scutari  on  the  8th  ultimo. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Fourkst,  M.D. 

Deputy  Inspector  General 
The  Director  General,  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  125-6. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundij. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sm,  Department,  3d  March  1855. 

I  HAVi;  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  Lord  Panmure,  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  Dr.  Forrest, 
on  wooden  buildings  erected  in  the  square  of  the 
barrack  hospital  at  Scutari,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  I  beg  you  will  be 
pleased  to  move  his  Lordship  to  cause  the  buildings 
to  be  at  once  removed,  as  I  consider  their  presence 
on  this  site  to  be  objectionable  in  the  highest  degree  ; 
and  I  regret  that  any  medical  officer  should  have 
given  the  slightest  countenance  to  a  measure  so 
fraught  with  imminent  danger. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  127. 

H.  lioherts,  Esq.  to  the  Director  General. 

War  Department, 
Sir,  3d  March  1855. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Panmure  to  transmit  to 
you  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Commissary  ■ 
General  Filder,  with  its  enclosures,  showing  the 
results  of  experiments  made  in  Turkey  in  brewing 
beer  from  Patent  Concentrated  Wort,  according  to 
directions  given  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  on  ' 
the  accompanying  papers  from  the  Secretary-at-War, 
and  Mr.  Edward  Moore,  and  I  am  to  request  you  will 
favour  his  Lordship  with  your  opinion  as  to  the 
advantage,  or  otherwise,  of  furnishing  a  fresh  supply 
of  this  wort,  and  state  whether  you  have  received 
any  reports  from  the  medical  officers  regarding  it. 

It  is  requested  that  the  original  papers  may  be 
returned. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)      H.  Roberts. 

The  Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  128. 
Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  A.  Smith. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  3d  March  1855. 

Colonel  Mc  Murdo,  Inspector  General  of 
Transport,  having  requested  me  yesterday  to  furnish 
him  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  number  of 
mules  that  would  be  required  for  the  use  of  the 
Medical  Department  in  the  event  of  the  army 
taking  the  field  for  active  service,  I  have  the  honour 
to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  estimate  for  your  inform- 
ation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  IIall, 
Dr.  A.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 
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Estimate  of  the  probalile  Number  of  Animals  that 
Avill  be  required  for  the  Ambuhmce  and  Convey- 
ance of  Medical  Stores  for  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army  in  the  Field. 

For  one  brigade  of  three  regiments  of  say 

850  men  each    -  .  .         .  2550 

There  will  be  required  for  the  conveyance 

of  the  surgeon's  panniers  (bat  animals)  3 
For  chairs  8,  and  litters  4,  mules  each 

regiment         -  -  -  -  36 

For  long  car  for  each  regiment  4  mules  -  12 
For  the  conveyance  of  surgical  panniers 

of  the  Staff  surgeon  of  brigade  -  1 


For  one  brigade  -  52 
2d  l)rigade     -  -  52 

Total  for  Division  104 
For  Divisional  Reserve  Stores,  one  waggon 
for  Purveyors'  stores  and  Medical  com- 
forts ...  -  6 
One  do.  for  Apothecary's  stores  and  equip- 
ment          -             ...  6 
Two  light  spring  waggons  to  carry  4  men 
in  a  recumbent  position,  with  2  mules 
to  each          -           -          -          -  4 


Total  for  a  Division  of  5,100  men    -  120 

There  are  five  Divisions  of  Infantry  which 

on  this  calculation  would  require         -  600 

There  Avould  lie  required  for  the  Division 

of  cavalry       -           -           -           -  136 

For  the  artillery    -        -          -          -  136 

872 

For  the  conveyance  of  reserve  stores  10 

Avaggons  with  6  mules  in  each     -    *  -  60 

Two  reserve  spring  waggons     -           -  8 

Total  940 


There  should  be  a  certain  number  of  spare  mules 
to  replace  any  that  get  sick  or  in  other  ways  become 
non-effective,  and  I  think  the  estimate  for  the  Medical 
Department  cannot  be  made  under  1,000  animals. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Before  Sel)astopol,  Inspector  General 

3d  March  1855,  of  Hospitals. 


No.  129. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  6th  March  1855. 

Hekkwitii  you  will  receive  a  portion  of  a 
weekly  journal  ("  Spectator,")  dated  24tli  Feliruary, 
in  which  is  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  Davy,  contrasting  the 
dietary  during  December,  and  nearly  the  whole  of 
flanuary  last,  of  a  British  Regiment  of  the  Line 
serving  before  Sebastopol,  with  the  scale  and  quality 
of  rations  issued  at  the  same  time  to  the  Naval 
Brigade  employed  on  the  same  service,  and  strongly 
animadverting  on  the  opposite  results  arising  from 
the  very  different  mode  of  administration  in  these 
respects  of  the  two  services. 

If  the  dates  submitted  by  Dr.  Davy  are  correct,  it 
must  be  admitted  there  are  grounds  for  strictures  unfa- 
vourable as  regards  the  army,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
lhat  the  difficulties  which  it  is  presumed  stood  in  the 
way  of  pro\  iding  a  fuller  and  more  suitable  dietary 
for  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  means  of  cooking  it, 
were  totally  unsurmountable. 

Now  supposing  the  statements  on  which  that  con- 
trast has  been  founded  are  strictly  accurate,  and 
eiiuaily  true  as  regards  all  tlie  corps  of  the  army  so 
situated,  1  confess,  for  my  part,  I  can  scarcely  con- 


ceive why  the  troops  should  not  have  been  at  least 
somewhat  better  supplied,  both  as  to  quantity  and 
quality  of  provisions,  than  it  Avould  appear  they  have 
been  ;  and  even  admitting  that  difficulties,  nay  great 
difficulties,  existed  as  regards  the  supplies  for  the 
army,  still  I  apprehend  they  could  not  have  l)een  so 
insuperal)le  as  not  to  have  permitted  of  the  men 
being  provided  with  at  least  a  larger  amount  of  fresh 
provisions. 

I  am  anxiously  expecting  replies  from  yourself,  and 
the  medical  officers  under  your  superintendence,  to 
the  queries  which  I  sent  to  you  respecting  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  British  force  serving  before 
Sebastopol,  the  state  of  the  camps,  lines,  field,  and 
general  hospitals,  and,  in  short,  an  account  of  all 
causes  and  circumstances  affecting  the  health  of  the 
troops  under  your  medical  charge. 

In  the  list  of  queries  referred  to,  due  prominence 
is  given  to  the  subject  of  duty  and  dietary  in  relation 
to  the  health  of  the  soldier. 

But  I  must  now  further  urge  on  you  the  necessity 
of  transmitting  to  me,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
full  information  on  these  points  ;  and  especially  I  am 
desirous,  in  order  to  be  relieved  from  much  anxiety, 
and  to  be  able  to  answer  inquiries,  to  have  copies  of 
all  communications  and  of  all  representations  made 
by  you  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  regard  to 
the  duty,  dietary,  &c.,  as  affecting  the  health  of  the 
troops. 

You  will,  before  you  receive  this,  be  aware  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  army  is, 
among  other  subjects,  to  engage  the  attention  of  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  ;  therefore,  I 
beg  of  you  to  supply  me,  and  that  imntediately,  with 
every  kind  of  information  which  you  may  deem  likely 
to  enable  me  to  establish  a  character  for  it,  Avhich 
the  public  appears  desirous  to  prove  it  does  not 
possess. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  130. 

H.  Robei'ts,  Esq.  to  the  Director  General. 

War  Department, 
Sir,  ■  6th  March  1855. 

An  offer  having  been  received  from  Messrs. 
Crockford  and  Co.,  of  St.  James's  Street,  for  the 
supply,  by  contract,  of  jiort  and  sherry  Avines  for  the 
use  of  the  troops  in  the  Crimea,  I  am  directed  by 
Lord  Panmure  to  request  that  you  will  inform  his 
Lordship  Avhether  you  Avould  recommend  as  a  general 
rule  the  substitution  of  a  Avine  ration  for  a  spirit 
ration. 

I  am  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a 
letter  on  this  subject  Avhicli  has  been  addressed  to  the 
Commissary  General. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Director  General,      (Signed)       H.  Roberts. 
&c.  &c. 


H.  Roberts,  Esq.  to  Commissarij  General  Filder. 

War  Department, 

SiK,  5th  March  1855. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Panmure  to  transmit 
hereAvith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  Crockford  and  Co.,  offering  to  supply  port 
and  sherry  Avines  for  the  troops  in  the  Crimea. 

Accoi-ding  to  the  prices  of  Avines  stated  in  this 
letter,  the  ration  of  sherry  would  cost  4*.,  if  con- 
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tracted  for,  and  Is.  8d.  if  purchased  in  excess  of  the 
ordinary  allowance,  and  the  ration  of  port  Avould  be 
exactly  double  that  cost  in  each  case  ;  and  it  appears 
clear,  therefore,  that  whatever  the  ofRcers  might  do, 
the  men  could  not  purchase  these  wines. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  the 
ration  of  rum  is  very  much  cheaper,  and  being  served 
out,  as  it  is  understood,  mixed  with  lime  juice  and 
water,  and  thus  forming  an  agreeable  and  anti-scor- 
butic beverage,  it  is  conceived  that  the  wine  would 
not  be  deemed  an  acceptable  substitute  for  the  present 
ration. 

As  the  Messrs.  Crockford  have  already  sent  out  to 
the  Crimea  a  large  quantity  of  wine,  and  are  prepared 
to  send  out  more^  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  afford 
their  agents  the  facilities  for  the  disposal  of  them  as 
expressed  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  these  gentlemen. 

I  have,  8cc. 

(Signed)       H.  Robekts. 

Commissary  General  Filder, 
&c.  &c. 


strictly  debarred  from  what  Avill  have  the  opposite 
eifect. 

I  therefore  submit  that  the  Government  ought  to 
provide  Avhatever  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
sick,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  command  of  money 
should  be  withdrawn  till  such  time  as  they  are  re- 
stored to  health,  or  at  least  brought  to  such  a  condi- 
tion that  their  retention  under  strictly  medical 
treatment  is  no  longer  necessary. 

A  ration  of  tobacco  might  safely  be  granted,  with 
the  understanding,  however,  that  its  use  will  be  con- 
fined to  localities  where  it  will  have  no  bad  effects  on 
patients  suffering  from  diseases  Avhich  would  be  inju- 
riously influenced  by  the  proximity  of  smoking,  and 
the  indulgence  must  necessarily  be  withheld  fi-om 
men  whose  ailments,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
officers,  would  be  aggravated  thereby. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  131. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  7th  March  1855. 

Having  reason  to  believe  that  the  troops  in 
the  Crimea  are  still  without  the  periodical  supply  of 
vegetables  suggested,  as  so  necessary  for  them,  in  my 
letter  of  the  19th  of  December  1854,  I  again  ear- 
nestly submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Minister 
for  War,  the  necessity  of  renewed  efforts  being  made 
to  secure  to  the  army,  now  sufferijng  from  scurvy  to 
no  trifling  extent,  the  food  so  well  calculated  to  arrest 
the  advance  of  that  serious  malady. 

Lime  juice,  which  is  now  so  freely  used,  will  doubt- 
less effect  much,  but  without  a  full  ration  of  vege- 
tables, at  least  four  times  a  week,  we  can  scarcely 
hope  that  the  complaint  will  be  mastered  before  great 
loss  of  life  is  sustained. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       A.  Sjhtii, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  132. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  5th  March  1855. 

I  HAA'K  the  honour  to  transmit  hercAvith,  for  the 
information  of  Lord  Panmure,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  Lord  William  Paulet,  recently  received 
from  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari,  in 
A\'hich  he  animadverts  strongly  on  a  practice  obtain- 
ing in  the  hospitals  there,  of  issuing  pay  to  patients 
while  under  medical  treatment. 

In  the  same  communication,  Dr.  Gumming  submits, 
that  a  ration  of  tobacco  should  be  issued  to  such 
patients.  The  latter  indulgence  he  no  doubt  recom- 
mends in  anticipation  that  the  inculpated  issue  of  pay 
to  soldiers  in  hospitals  Avill  be  discontinued. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  medical  man  to  view  the 
practice  of  furnishing  soldiers  with  money,  while 
under  medical  treatment,  Avithout  being  impressed 
Avith  fear  of  the  Avorst  consequences,  more  especially 
in  establishments  like  those  in  Scutari,  where  inter- 
course AA'ith  the  sick  can  scarcely  be  prevented  ;  if 
the  soldiers  so  circumstanced  get  money,  they  Avill 
soon  render  useless  every  attempt  of  their  medical 
attendants  in  their  behalf.  I  most  readily  admit  that 
the  patients  should  be  provided  Avith  Avhatever  may 
may  tend  to  their  advantage,  but  they  should  be 


No.  I'ea. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Cumming. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Siii,  Department,  2d  March  1855. 

The  at  all  times  important  subject  of  the  A-enti- 
lation  of  hospitals  deserves  additional  prominence 
and  importance  from  the  now  not  distant  approach  of 
the  Avarm  season  in  Turkey,  and  I  accordingly  beg 
to  suggest  that  your  best  and  most  earnest  ciforts  may 
be  directed  to  the  application  of  the  most  effective 
means  for  carrying  out  this  in  the  hospitals  at  Scutari 
and  elsewhere  under  your  superintendence,  as,  if  every 
available  means  for  this  end  are  not  promptly  and 
vigorously  resorted  to,  I  dread  the  consequences  Avhich 
Avill  follow.  Be  good  enough  to  let  me  knoAv  Avhat 
measures  are  being  adapted  in  reference  to  this. 

I  hope  you  are  able  to  keep  down  the  fojtor  of  the 
privies,  Avhich  must,  I  fear,  discharge  their  gases  into 
the  buildings,  and  even  into  the  surrounding  atmo- 
sphere ;  the  abundant  use  of  Avater  and  charcoal  I 
look  on  as  the  best  corrective  of  this. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Cumming,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  134. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Cumming. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  9th  March  1855. 

HaA'ING  heard  much  of  the  salubrity  of  the 
"  Princes  "  Islands,  I  think  your  attention  should  be 
directed  to  them,  Avith  a  view,  if  possiljle,  of  trans- 
ferring to  one  or  the  other  of  these  from  800  to 
1,000  sick,  and  as  the  advent  of  Avarm  Aveather  Avill 
render  marquees  for  hospital  acconunodation  appro- 
priate and  desirable,  I  am  now  trying  to  get  from  80 
to  100  sent  out  to  you  for  service  when  the  season 
shall  be  suitable  for  their  use  in  the  locality  referred 
to,  should  an  unobjectionable  site  be  then  obtainable. 
You  are  doubtless  aAvare  that  70  marquees  Avere  last 
year  sent  from  this  country  to  the  seat  of  Avar,  and  I 
presume  that  most  of  them  will  be  available. 

I  am  of  opinion  if  you  can  get  good  offices  built 
in  a  suitable  locality,  and  have  the  marquees  pitched, 
that  you  Avill  thus  secure  comfortable  accommodation 
for  cases  of  a  class  Avhich  our  experience  tell  us  are 
always  most  beneficially  influenced  by  removal  for 
treatment  from  crowded  and  polluted  hospitals  to  a 
breezy  and  salubrious  camping  ground.    Besides  in 
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these  marquees  you  will  have  means  of  securing 
more  comfort  and  coolness  to  tlie  sick  than  other 
temporary  hospitals  such  as  wooden  houses  would 
afford,  and  you  can  always,  should  a  site  prove  ohjec- 
tionable,  change  your  ground,  a  difficult  matter  when 
wooden  houses  are  the  means  of  accommodation 
resorted  to. 

Now  that  the  season  is  advanced,  and  that  the  sick 
may  be  brought  to  this  country  without  risk  of  injurj^ 
from  its  climate,  I  am  trying  to  procure  three  large 
three-deckers  to  run  from  the  Crimea  to  England, 
touching  during  their  transit  at  Scutari,  Malta,  and 
Gibraltar,  to  deposit  at  one  or  other  of  these  ports, 
men  Avhose  state  might  render  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  their  voyage  unsafe. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Cumming,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  135. 

//.  Rolterts,  Esq.  in  the  Director  General. 

War  Department, 
Sir,  9th  March  1855. 

I  AJi  directed  hy  Lord  Panmure  to  acquaint  you, 
in  answei-  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  that  every 
exertion  has  ))eon  and  will  continue  to  be  made,  for 
supplying  tlie  army  in  the  Crimea  Avith  vegetables, 
both  fresh  and  preserved. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       II.  Roheuts. 

The  Director  General, 
&e.  &c. 


No.  13G. 
Dr.  Smifli  tn  Colonel  ]\[un(hf. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sin,  I)ep:u-tmcnt,  10th  March  1855. 

The  facility  which  has  existed,  ever  since  the 
formation  of  the  barrack  hospital  at  Scutari,  for  in- 
tercourse between  the  sick  therein  and  persons  dwell- 
ing exterior  to  its  Avails,  uniA'ersally  acknoAvledged 
to  be  most  objectionable,  the  constant  presence  of 
strangers  in  the  Avards  of  a  hospital  Avhere  quietude 
ought  to  prevail,  is  most  disadvantageous,  and  is  neces- 
sarily ])r<)ductive  of  an  amount  of  OA'cr  excitement 
calculated,  in  certain  cases,  to  convert  a  manageable 
disease  into  one  of  a  diti'erent  character. 

The  Princijial  INIedical  Officer  at  the  above  station, 
in  a  letter  Avliich  I  have  just  received,  animadverts 
strongly  on  these  points,  and  is  exceedingly  anxious 
that  means  should  be  innnediately  adopted  to  put  an 
end  to  the  unchecked  access  to  the  hospital  Avhich 
now  obtains.  Dr.  Cunnning  cannot  be  more  impressed 
with  the  imi)ropriety  of  such  a  state  of  things  than  I 
am,  and  I  therefore  earnestly  beg  to  recommend  that 
])roper  regulations  may  be  adopted,  so  that  the  gates 
of  the  barrack  hospital  be  shut  against  indiscri- 
minate visitors,  and  the  practice,  noAV  tolerated,  of 
])ersons  coming  from  the  suburbs  of  Scutari,  and 
entering  the  northern  gate  and  making  a  thorough- 
fare of  the  central  area  on  their  Avay  to  the  landing 
piact',  ought  to  be  at  once  put  an  end  to. 

It  is  a  custom,  and  a  proper  one,  in  all  hospitals, 
that  the  relativ  es,  the  friends,  and  ])ersons  especially 
interested  in  the  Avclfare  of  the  sick,  should  have 
access  to  them  ;  and  I  therefore  jn-oposed  that  this 
indulgence  should  be  aiibrded  tAvice,  or  even  three 
limes  a  Aveek,  but  that  it  should  be  restricted  Avithin 
certain  hours,  Avhen  the  presence  of  strangers  is  not 
likely  to  operate  detrinu'ntally  on  the  sick,  ov  inter- 
fere with  the  necessary  (hities  of  the  medical  oilicers, 
nurses,  and  servants.  Tlu'  regulations  under  Avhich 
the  ])roposed  admis.sions  should  be  tolerated  should, 
I  think,  be  established  by  the  local  authorities  on  the 
spot,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  such  as  Avould  exclude 
any  person  having  a  fair  claim  to  enter  the  building. 
The  hours  of  visiting  should  be  so  regulated  that  the 


prolonged  presence  of  strangers  should  be  prevented 
as  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  primary  object  of 
all  hospital  establishments  is,  the  Avell-being  and 
the  restoration  to  health  of  their  inmates  ;  and, 
though  the  excitement  Avhich  the  gratification  of 
curiosity  may  afford  to  certain  classes  of  visitors  may 
not  l)e  injurious  to  them,  it  is  Avell  kuoAvn  that  the 
sick  man,  Avith  his  Aveakened  frame,  and  his  neiwous 
system,  sensitive  and  excitable,  ought  to  be  carefully 
kept  apart  from  influences  Avhich  aviU  bear  unfaA-our- 
alily  on  his  susce])tible  condition  ;  and  as  the  ame- 
lioration of  his  state  is  our  first  object,  hence  the 
earnestness  Avith  which  I  seek  to  avert  from  him 
aught  of  a  nature  likely  to  interfere  Avith  his  progress 
toAvards  health. 

Another  point  is,  that  the  ill-regulated  resort  of 
visitors  to  an  hospital  entails  Avitli  it  the  certainty  that 
articles  of  the  kind  most  inqn-oper  for  the  use  of  the 
sick  are  clandestinely  introduced.  1  need  not  dAvell 
on  this  ;  the  use  of  improper  articles  of  food  is  cal- 
culated to  vitiate  everything  that  the  highest  medical 
skill  might  direct  for  the  sick. 

At  Scutari,  such  necessary  and  judicious  measures 
and  precautions  have  hitherto,  I  fear,  been  almost 
entirely  disregarded,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
nuich  ill  has  followed  the  violation  of  rules  admitted 
in  every  country  to  be  directly  beneficial  to  the  sick. 

I  have  l)een  told  that  the  Avards  of  the  hospitals 
at  Scutari  present,  at  times,  more  the  appearance  of 
a  fair  than  of  apartments  devoted  to  sick  and  Avounded 
men,  many  of  Avhom  are  draAving  near  the  termination 
of  their  Uacs. 

It  is  far  from  my  Avish,  in  the  above  observations, 
to  offer  anything  Avliich  Avould  appear  to  indicate  a 
Avish  on  my  part  to  debar  the  sick  from  periodically 
enjoying  tlie  presence  of  their  friends,  their  relatives, 
and  even  of  persons  Avho,  actuated  by  good  and  phi- 
lanthropic motives,  desire  to  communicate  Avith  them  ; 
but,  as  I  have  already  sufficiently  expressed  in  the 
foregoing,  I  am  of  o])inion  that  the  presence  of  even 
these  unexceptionable  visitors  should  only  be  per- 
mitted tAvo  or  three  times  a  Aveek,  and  at  hours  Avhen 
tlie  Avorking  of  the  hospital  establishment  Avould 
suffer  no  derangement  from  such  cause,  and  for  periods 
not  so  prolonged  as  to  operate  injuriously  on  the 
infirm  health  of  the  inmates  of  our  hospitals. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Saiitii, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

hv.  c^c' 

No.  137. 

Dr.  Stiiith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiPv,  Department,  lOtli  March  1855. 

REEEUUiNa  to  paragrai)hs  15,  17,  19,  and  27, 
of  my  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  troops  under  your  medical  charge,  of 
the  camps  and  hospitals,  as  also  of  the  toAvn  of 
Balaklava,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I 
consider  it  prudent,  in  case  of  any  unforeseen  difficulty 
or  delay  occurring  as  to  the  procuring  from  the  ])orts 
of  the  Black  Sea  quick  lime  and  charcoal,  to  order  to 
be  immediately  shipped  for  Balaklava  eighty  tons  of 
peat  charcoal  and  ten  tons  of  chloride  of  lime. 

These  articles  coming  in  aid  of  local  supplies,  and 
of  other  deodorants  and  disinfectants  Avhich  have 
from  time  to  time  been  sent  to  Scutari,  and  Avliich,  as 
you  are  aAvare,  are  at  your  command,  Avill,  I  trust, 
Avlien  judiciously  and  extensively  em])loyed  in  and 
u])on  tlie  places  Avhere  the  remains  of  the  dead  have 
been  l)uried,  as  Avell  as  in  the  latrines,  and  the  pits 
where  offal  and  carcases  of  animals  have  been  in- 
terred, oln  iate  the  evil  consequences  to  lie  appre- 
hended from  the  putrefaction  of  animal  matter  near 
the  camps. 

While  I  have  no  doubt  you  have  earnestly  turned 
your  attention  to  the  matters  so  essential  to  the 
health  of  the  troops,  and  have  been  recommendhig 
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the  requisite  precautious  to  be  employed  against  tlie 
approach  of  warm  weather,  still,  as  I  am  much  m 
want  of  exact  information  as  to  what  has  been  done 
in  regard  thereto,  I  am  most  anxiously  expecting 
from  you  the  replies  to  the  queries  contained  in  the 
letter  referred  to. 

I  have,  &c., 

To  Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.       &c.  Director  General. 


No.  138. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  12th  March  1855. 

On  my  return  from  Balaklava  this  evening  I 
found  the  period  of  departure  of  the  mail  had  been 
changed  from  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  to 
seven  o'clock  this  evening,  and  all  that  Mr.  Eobb 
will  be  able  to  accomplish  will  be  to  get  the  weekly 
state  completed,  but  I  fear  it  will  be  out  of  his  power 
to  get  the  general  weekly  state  ready  to  go  by  this 
opportunity.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  be  able  to 
inform  you  that  the  improved  state  of  health  of  the 
army  continues,  and  although  the  difference  between 
this  and  last  week  is  not  so  great  as  was  taken  off 
from  the  morning  states  the  other  day,  owing  to 
allowance  not  having  been  made  for  states  that  had 
not  arrived,  still  the  decrease  in  the  course  of  the 
week  amounts  to  406,  with  a  prospect  of  the  decrease 
continuing.  This  error  I  discovered  and  coi-rected 
in  the  weekly  state  that  was  transmitted  to  the 
Minister  at  War  through  Lord  Raglan. 

I  recommended  that  a  Board  of  health,  composed  of 
myself  and  the  superintending  officers  of  divisions, 
should  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
hospitals,  camps,  and  corps  of  the  whole  army,  and 
making  such  suggestions  as  might  appear  to  us  to 
be  necessary  for  tlie  health  and  comfort  of  the  men  ; 
and  we  commenced  our  labours  with  the  3d  Division 
on  the  10th,  which  is  one  of  the  most  sickly  in  the 
whole  army,  and  certain  regiments  in  this  division 
are  more  unhealthy  than  others.    It  will  be  our  en- 
deavour to  trace  out  the  cause  of  this,  for  amongst 
men  living  on  the  same  circumscribed  piece  of  ground, 
clothed  and  fed  in  the  same  manner,  and  subjected  to 
the  same  duties  and  fatigues,  it  is  curious  that  one 
corps  should  be  more  unhealthy  than  another,  and 
where  that  does  exist  to  any  extent  there  must  be 
some  defect  in  either  the  materiel  of  the  regiment  or 
the  manner  of  managing  it  by  those  in  command  over 
it.    Some  commanding  officers  exert  themselves  more 
than  others  for  their  men,  and  when  they  do  their 
efforts  are  generally  crowned  with  the  satisfactory 
result  of  the  improved  comfort  and  appearance  of 
their  men,  and  others  again  argue  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
government  to  bring  everything  to  the  soldier,  and  so 
perhaps  it  is,  abstractedly  speaking  ;  but  where  the 
public  transport  of  the  army  is  annihilated,  this  kind 
of  passive  resistance  only  adds  to  the  misery  of  the 
men. 

The  camps  generally  speaking  are  much  cleaner 
than  they  were,  and  as  the  Commander-in-Chief's 
attention  hasJjeen  specially  drawn  to  the  subject,  this 
improved  condition  of  things  is  likely  to  continue. 

Since  the  Guards  went  down  to  Balaklava,  about  a 
fortnight  ago,  they  have  improved  in  health  and 
appearance,  and  the  Cavalry  and  Artillery  continue  to 
enjoy  comparatively  good  health. 

Scurvy  is  disappearing  fast,  and  the  bowel  com- 
plaints which  present  themselves  are  neither  so 
numerous  nor  so  intractable  as  they  were. 

Our  supplies  of  every  kind  are  ample,  and  notwith- 
standing all  that  has  been  written  about  the  French 
hospitals,  truth  compels  me  to  say  that  our  own  regi- 
mental system  far  exceeds  their  field  ambulance,  and 
so  they  admit  themselves,  and  so  must  every  one  who 
compares  them  now  ;  and  from  all  I  hear,  with  the 
exception  of  the  University  in  Pera,  I  doubt  the 


superiority  of  their  general  hosjjitals  over  ours  ;  but 
a  system  of  detraction  has  been  commenced  against  our 
establishments,  and  has  been  kept  up  by  interested 
parties  under  the  garb  of  philanthropy — some  to 
regain  lost  moral  reputation,  and  others  to  make  their 
mission  of  importance  ;  and  they  wish  the  world  to 
believe  that  all  the  ameliorations  in  our  institutions 
are  entirely  owing  either  to  their  own  exertions  or 
those  of  a  few  nurses,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  some  of 
our  own  department  have  pandered  to  this,  and  have 
been  rewarded  for  it.    On  the  9th  instant  I  had  the 
honour  to  enclose  of  issues  of  medical  comforts  from 
the  purveyor's  store  at  Balaklava,  for  the  use  of  the 
sick,  in  refutation  of  the  Scutari  correspondent  of  the 
"  Times,"  and  I  now  send  you  another  for  February, 
the  month  the  reporter  was  in  the  Crimea,  which 
ought  to  be  sufficient,  I  should  think,  to  convince  the 
most  incredulous  that  the  sick  of  the  British  army 
have  not  been  left  to  the  eleemosynary  contributions 
of  the  Time's  Fund  ;  and  mind  you,  these  figures  are 
taken  from  official  data  duly  authenticated,  and  not 
from  an  ad  libitum  newspaper  statement  that  may  be 
true,  but  there  is  no  means  of  proving  it  beyond  mere 
assertion.    I  defy  the  Times'  Commissioner  to  prove 
that  he  has  issued  all  the  things  he  says  he  has  for 
the  use  of  the  sick.    It  is  well  for  him  to  despise  the 
system  of  vouchers,  but  what  institutions  could  exist 
without  them  ?    He  himself  may  be  as  pure  as  the 
unsunned  snow  and  as  guileless  as  a  child,  but  my  ex- 
perience of  the  world  teaches  me  that  all  men  are 
not  so. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  A.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &e. 


No.  139. 

Major  Genei^al  C.  Yoi^he  to  the  Director  General. 

Horse  Guards, 
Sir,  12th  March,  1855. 

Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  16th  December 
last,  I  am  now  directed  by  the  General  Commanding 
in  Chief  to  acquaint  you  tliat  a  communication  has 
been  received  this  day  from  the  Admiralty  to  the 
effect  that  as  a  portion  of  the  lemon  juice  which  was 
obtained  last  year  by  the  Admiral  Superintendent  at 
Malta,  for  the  service  of  the  navy,  can  now  be  spared 
in  consequence  of  supplies  having  recently  been  con- 
tracted for  in  this  country  ;  the  before-mentioned 
officer  has  been  accordingly  directed  to  cause  5,000 
gallons  of  that  article  to  be  forwarded  by  the  earliest 
opportunities,  consigned  for  the  service  of  the  troops 
to  the  Commissary  General  in  the  Crimea,  and  to 
hire  freight  for  the  conveyance  of  the  same. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       C.  Yorke, 

To  the  Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  140. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  13th  March  1855. 

As  it  is  to  be  feared  that  on  the  setting  in  of 
warm  weather,  serious  consequences  to  health  may 
result  in  the  absence  of  proper  precautions  both  at 
Scutari,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camps,  and  at  Balaklava, 
from  the  decomposition  of  animal  matte]-,  offal,  &c.  ; 
and  as  I  am  doubtful  in  regard  to  local  supplies  of 
charcoal  and  lime  being  available  in  sufficient  quantity 
and  in  due  time,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  (Secretary  of  State  for  War,  that 
in  addition  to  the  considerable  quantities  of  peat, 
charcoal,  and  other  deodorants  which  I  have  already 
caused  to  be  forwarded  to  these  stations  in  aid  of  local 
resources  two  hundred  tons  of  peat  charcoal  should 
be  immediately  shipped,  130  for  use  in  the  Crimea, 
and  70  for  Scutari. 
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In  anticipation  of  Lord  Panniure  being  induced  to 
oi'dei-  the  carrying  out  of  this  proposal,  I  beg  to  add 
in  reference  thereto  that,  as  the  article  in  question  is 
produced  chiefly  in  Ireland,  its  price  would  be  consi- 
derably enhanced  and  its  despatch  delayed  by  its 
being  sent  to  London  for  shipment  ;  hence  it  is  desi- 
rable that  it  should  l)e  sent  from  the  Irish  port 
nearest  to  the  place  of  its  production. 

Further  it  may  be  right  to  mention  that  ten  tons  Ijy 
weight  of  peat  charcoal  measure  nearly  thirty  tons  ; 
it  would  therefore  be  necessary  to  engage  600  tons 
measurement  for  the  conveyance  of  the  c[uantity  spe- 
cified. Finding  that  the  importers  of  this  article  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  sending  it  in  hogsheads,  which 
are  unwieldly  and  difiicult  of  stowage,  I  have  requested 
in  respect  of  recent  shipments  that  it  should  be  packed 
in  old  flour  barrels  as  being  more  manageable  and 
easier  of  distribution. 

Lastly,  J  venture  to  add  that  it  is  very  desirable 
that  the  supply  referred  to  should  be  sent  by  a  steam 
ship,  as  we  cannot  calculate  on  the  continuance  of 
cool  weather  at  the  stations  named  much  beyond  the 
middle  or  end  of  April. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  ibr  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  141-2. 

E.  C.  Mundy,  Esq.,  to  Dr.  Smith. 

War  Department, 
SiK,  13th  March  185o. 

In  transmitting  for  your  information  the  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Milroy,  containing  certain  re- 
marks on  the  summer  clothing  for  the  troops  in  the 
Crimea,  1  am  directed  by  Lord  Panmure  to  request 
that  you  will  impress  on  the  Principal  Medical  Officers 
abroad  the  necessity  of  the  men  keeping  their  woollen 
shirts  and  cholera  belts  on. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Smith,  (Signed)       E.  C.  Mundy. 

he.  &c. 

Dr.  G.  Milroy  to  Lord  Panmure. 

Whitehall, 

My  Lord,  28th  February  1855. 

I  BEG  very  respectfully  to  sul)mit  a  few  re- 
marks upon  a  subject  which  is  at  present  under  your 
.Lordsliip's  consideration,  viz.,  the  summer  clothing  of 
tlie  troops  in  the  Criniea.  My  attention  has  been  a 
good  deal  drawn  to  the  study  of  the  various  circum- 
stances influencing  the  health  of  the  army  for  several 
years  past,  and  especially  since  1851,  when  I  acted 
as  Medical  Commigsiouer  in  Jamaica,  during  the 
■prevalence  of  cholera  there,  and  when  General 
Banbury,  then  Commander  of  the  Forces,  requested 
me  to  look  narrowly  into  the  subject. 

In  Appendix  E  of  my  official  report  to  the  Colonial 
Otiice,  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons last  year,  I  have  recorded  the  general  results  of 
my  observations. 

These  may  perhaps  be  not  undeserving  of  your 
Lordship's  notice  at  the  present  time,  when  the  or- 
gar.ization,  &c.,  of  the  medical  department,  among 
others  of  the  army,  is  so  much  canvassed.  I  would 
especially  solicit  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  re- 
.  marks  on  canteens,  and  also  to  the  two  suggestions  at 
the  end  of  the  appendix  respecting  the  inspection  of 
barracks,  he,  by  medical  and  engineer  officers 
logether,  and  the  annual  or  biennial  publication  of 
reports. 

Rut  to  come  to  the  special  object  of  this  letter,  the 
])roper  clothing  of  the  soldier  in  hot  weather. 


There  is  no  point  on  which  my  opinion  is  more 
decided  than  as  to  the  great  utility,  I  would  almost 
say  the  necessity,  of  woollen  clothing  being  worn 
next  the  skin  in  hot  climates  and  in  malarious  regions. 
It  is  of  tlie  utmost  consequence  for  the  maintenence 
of  health  that  the  surface  of  the  body  be  guarded 
against  the  changes  of  temperature,  often  very  great, 
during  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  from  one  day  to 
another.  Sudden  chills  of  the  surface  when  the  skin 
is  perspiring  freely  are  among  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  attacks  of  fever,  dysentery  (that  bane  of 
armies  in  the  field),  and  diarrhoea,  not  to  mention  of 
the  increased  liability  to  cholera,  chest  complaints, 
&c.,  &c. 

Fresh  arrived  troops  are  of  course  more  susceptible 
than  others. 

Each  man  should  in  my  opinion  be  provided  with 
two  or  three  woollen  shirts  or  jackets,  so  that  he  is 
never  without  one  on  him,  night  as  well  as  day,  when 
engaged  in  out-door  duty.  They  may  be  of  a  thinner 
texture  for  summer  than  for  winter  wear,  only  they 
ought  to  be  Avoollen,  not  linen  or  cotton. 

It  is  a  common  prejudice  that  woollen  clothing 
next  the  skin  must  be  disagreeable  and  oppressive  in 
hot  climates.  Quite  the  reverse,  as  I  can  testify  from 
my  own  experience  in  the  West  Indies,  and  up  the 
Mediterranean,  &c.,  provided  always  the  outer  clothing 
be  loose  and  easy,  especially  round  the  arms,  shoulders, 
and  chest,  and  the  throat  be  not  confined  with  any 
hard  stock. 

I  would  here  mention  an  occurrence  which  struck 
me  forcibly  in  Cuba,  in  1851,  among  the  Spanish 
troops,  as  well  deserving  imitation  in  our  own  service. 
I  happened  to  be  in  Havannah  when  the  soldiers 
marched  out  to  attack  Lopez  and  his  buccaneering  ex- 
pedition just  landed  from  New  Orleans.  The  weather 
was  very  hot,  and  as  the  service  was  expected  to  be 
very  fatiguing,  all  the  troops,  officers  as  Avell  as  men, 
wore  loose  dark  green  blouses,  secured  with  a  belt 
round  the  waist,  and  low-crowned  straw  hats.  I 
could  not  but  think  at  the  time  how  much  more  suit- 
able such  a  dress  was  in  a  tropical  ccuntry  than  the 
tight  encasements  of  the  British  troops  I  had  just  left 
in  Jamaica. 

Allow  me  in  conclusion  to  offer  one  or  two  other 
very  brief  hints  connected  with  the  health  of  the 
troops. 

1 .  The  chocolate  sent  out  should  if  possible  be  pre- 
pared with  sugar,  as  it  is  France,  and  thus  be  ready  for 
use  at  once,  whether  eaten  in  the  solid  form,  or  used  as 
a  beverage;  otherwise  it  will  not  be  liked  by  the  men, 
as  mentioned  (I  think)  by  Mr.  Filder,  in  one  of  his 
letters. 

Chocolate  is  infinitely  preferable  to  cotiee;  where 
there  is  any  tendency  to  diarrhcca,  coffee  is  apt  to 
increase  any  disorder  of  the  boivels. 

2.  The  water  drank  by  the  troops  in  the  field 
should,  when  suspected  to  be  impure,  be  j^i'eviously 
boiled  if  possible.  Cold  tea  makes  an  excellent  be- 
verage. The  addition  of  a  little  elixir  of  vitriol  to 
impure  water  would  be  both  grateful  and  useful, 
especially  in  the  summer  months. 

3.  The  daily  use  of  quinine  as  a  prophylactic,  before 
the  fever  season  begins,  might  be  of  great  service  by 
fortifying  the  system,  &c.  This  practice  has  been 
followed  with  decided  benefit  among  the  crews  of  our 
ships  of  war  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  other  sickly 
climates. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Milroy, 
Lord  Panmure,  Iv.T.,  Medical  Director. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  143. 

Dr.  Sniith  to  Colonel  Minid}j. 

Army  aiirl  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  16tli  March  1855. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  addressing  you  on  the 
27th  February,  on  the  suliject  of  the  removal  of  sick 
and  wounded  from  the  Crimea,  and  from  tlie  hospitals 
of  the  East,  to  this  country  by  direct  conveyance, 
without  their  treatment  and  detention  at  intermediate 
posts,  except  in  individual  cases  where,  OAving  to 
special  circumstances,  the  continuous  prosecution  of 
the  voyage  might  be  deemed  undesirable. 

A  Medical  Board  composed  of  the  officers  named 
in  the  margin,*  all  of  "w^hom  have  served  at  the 
seat  of  war,  having  lieen  lately  assembled  by  my 
directions  to  consider  certain  points  in  connection 
with  the  hospital  establishments  of  the  East,  and  to 
oifer  what  suggestions  or  recommendations  their  local 
knowledge  and  experience  might  enable  them  to 
supply  ;  I  beg  to  annex,  for  the  information  of  Lord 
Panmure,  an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  this 
body  strongly  contirinatory  of  the  views  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  put  forth  in  the  communication  to  which 
reference  has  been  made. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.       &c.  ' 


Extract  from  the  Eecommendations  of  a  Board 
of  Medical  Olhcers  assembled  at  13,  St.  James's 
Place. 

8th  March  1855. 

"  3.  Evacuations  of  all  the  hosi^ital  establishments 
to  the  largest  practicable  extent." 

"4.  To  carry  out  the  last  recommendation,  the 
removal  of  the  sick  and  wounded  to  England  would 
seem  most  desirable,  for  reasons  too  obvious  to  dwell 
on  ;  but  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  voyage,  the 
escape  from  the  ci'owded  and  polluted  hospital,  and, 
in  that,  the  best  remedy  for  nostalgia,  a  deeply- 
rooted  and  widely-spread  disease  among  our  enfeebled 
sick  in  the  hospitals  in  Turkey,  are  strong  arguments 
in  favour  of  this  measure." 


No.  144. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Ordnance. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  17th  March  1855. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
urging  that  the  litters  and  chairs  should  be  sent  to 
the  Crimea  immediately  should  they  not  have  already 
gone  ; 

I  was  greatly  disappointed  last  evening  to  find  that 
the  articles  were  not  yet  being  manufactured  ;  if  this 
be  the  case,  I  beg  and  entreat  that  the  number  that 
may  be  already  completed  may  be  forwarded  Ijy  the 
very  first  opportunity  instead  of  w^aiting  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  whole  number,  and  that  like  portions 
as  soon  as  ready  may  be  despatched  in  the  same  way. 

The  necessity  for  this  course  is  so  great  that  1  trust 
my  proposition  Avill  not  be  open  to  any  objections. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Sjhtii, 

Director  General. 

The  Secretary,  Board  of  Ordnance, 
8fc.  &c. 


*  Deputy  Inspectors  General,  Dr.  Dunibreck,  Dr.  Forrest, 
Mr.  Menzies. — Staff  Surgeon,  2d  class,  H.  Mapleton, 


No.  145. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  I7tli  March  1855. 

A  nuocHURE  on  Scorbutic  Camp  Dysentery,  by 
Dr.  John  B.  Wilmot,  having  been  brought  to  my 
notice,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  treatise  is  worthy  of 
being  circulated  among  the  medical  officers  of  the 
army  of  the  East  ;  it  contains  an  account  of  a  remedy 
which  it  would  seem  to  me  desirable  to  try  in  the 
above  disease,  which  has  hitherto  proved  so  intract- 
able and  fatal.  I  therefore  request  the  sanction  of 
Lord  Panmure  to  send  out  one  hundred  cojiies  of  the 
above  Avork  for  distribution  among  the  medical  offi- 
cers serving  in  Turkey.  The  sum  required  for  this 
service  is  5/. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Deputy  Secretary-at- War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  146. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  19tli  March  1855, 

In  enclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Mil- 
roy  to  the  Minister  at  War,  advocating  the  continued 
vise  of  woollen  clothing  next  to  the  skin,  even  during 
the  hot  seasons  of  wiirm  climates,  and  in  malarious 
regions,  I  have  to  observe  that  I  am  disposed  to  sub- 
scrilie  to  the  opinion  that  such  practice  is  salutary, 
and  to  recommend  for  consideration  the  propriety  of 
its  adoption  for  the  soldiers  of  our  army  now  serving 
in  the  Crimea. 

I  do  not  know  Avhether  summer  as  well  as  winter 
clothing  has  been  furnished  for  the  troops  under  your 
superintendence,  but  I  am  ^-ery  desirous  of  having 
an  early  opinion  from  you  on  the  above  subject,  after 
consulting  with  the  medical  officers  serving  Avithyou; 
and  should  Avoollen  articles  for  summer  Avear  be 
deemed  desirable,  I  can,  if  they  be  not  available  on 
the  spot,  soon  have  an  adequate  supply  forwarded  for 
this  service. 

You  Avill  do  Avell  to  impress  on  the  medical  officers 
of  the  army  the  propriety  of  their  seeing  in  change- 
able and  bad  Aveatlier  that  the  men  wear  tlieir  cholera 
belts,  excellenr  protection  against  vicissitudes  of 
temperature,  as  well  as  grateful  and  comfortable 
supports  to  men  necessarily  undergoing  much  toil 
and  fatiguing  bodily  exertion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 

(Extract.) 

"  There  is  no  point  on  w^hich  my  opinion  is  more 
decided  than  as  to  the  great  utility,  I  Avould  almost 
say  the  necessity,  of  AvooUen  clothing  being  Avorn 
near  the  skin  in  hot  climates  and  in  malarious  regions; 
it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  for  the  maintenance 
of  health  that  the  surface  of  the  body  be  guarded 
against  the  changes  of  temperature,  often  very  great, 
during  the  tAventy-four  hours,  and  from  one  day  to 
another.  vSudden  chills  of  the  surface  Avhen  the  skin 
is  perspiring  freely  are  among  the  most  common 
causes  of  attacks  of  fever,  dysentery  (that  bane  of 
armies  in  the  field),  and  diarrhcjca,  not  to  mention  of 
the  increased  liability  to  cholera,  chest  complaints, 
&c.  &c. 

"  Fresh  arrived  troops  are  of  course  more  suscep- 
tible than  others. 

"  Each  man  should  in  my  opinion  be  provided  Avith 
two  or  three  woollen  shirts,  or  jackets,  so  that  he  is 
never  without  one  on  him,  night  as  well  as  day,  when 
engaged  on  out-door  duty.  They  may  be  of  a 
thinner  texture  for  summer  than  winter  wear,  only 
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they  ought  to  1)e  woollen,  not  linen  or  cotton.  It  is  a 
common  prejudice  that  Avoollen  clothing  next  the  ,skin 
must  be  disagreeable  and  oppressive  in  hot  climates  ; 
quite  the  reverse,  as  I  can  testify  from  my  own 
experience  in  the  West  Indies,  and  up  the  Medi- 
terranean, &c.,  provided  always  tlic  outer  clothing  be 
loose  and  easy,  especially  around  the  arms,  shoulders, 
and  chest,  and  the  throat  be  not  contined  with  any 
hard  stock." 


No.  147. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cumming. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  23d  March  1855. 

A  Ik)AKD  of  Medical  Oificers  having  offered 
certain  sanitary  suggestions  in  reference  to  hospitals, 
&c.,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  conside- 
ration an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  this  body, 
conveyiiig  a  recommendation  in  regard  to  interments, 
to  which  I  have  to  direct  your  attention  and  request 
your  efforts  to  carry  it  out. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Ssnxii. 
Dr.  Gumming,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


Extract  No.  6. 

"  The  formation  of  places  of  sepulture  as  distant  as 
practicable  from  hospitals  ;  deep  graves,  and,  when 
the  dead  accumulate,  the  use  of  peat  charcoal  to 
correct  effluvia;  a  layer  of  quicklime  below  and  above 
the  interred  Ijody  would  be  also  a  desirable  feature  in 
the  px'ocess." 

(Signed)       A.  Smith. 


No.  148. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cinnimiuf. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  23d  March  1855. 

A  Board  of  medical  officers  having,  by  my 
directions,  reported  on  certain  points  connected  with 
the  locality  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  hospitals  at 
Scutari  and  its  neighbouidiood,  I  have  the  honour  to 
draw  your  attention  to  the  following  points,  with  a 
view  to  your  iido))tion  of  such  measures  thereon  as 
shall  tend  to  neutralize  and  remove  aught  of  an 
objectionable  nature,  remediable  by  the  means  which 
your  resources  will  supply. 

1st.  The  wards  in  the  general  hospital,  diverted 
from  their  legitimate  use,  and  occupied  as  apothecaries' 
stores  and  purveyors'  office,  should,  if  possible,  be 
r(^stored  to  the  direct  service  and  reception  of  the 
sick. 

2d.  Tlie  defective  state  and  unscientific  formation 
of  the  drains  of  the  hospital  should  be  seen  to  and 
corrected  without  delay. 

3d.  Tiie  proximity  of  the  jilace  of  sepulture  is 
most  objectionable  ;  efforts  to  render  its  vicinity  as 
little  noxious  as  possible  should  be  assiduouslj'  ])erse- 
vered  in.  A  special  letter  on  this  subject,  dated  the 
22d  instant,  has  been  addressed  to  yon,  to  which  I 
request  your  pointed  attention. 

4th.  Means  ought  to  be  taken  to  close  the  gaping 
scauis  of  the  ffooring  of  the  rooms  of  the  barrack 
lios])ital,  which  now  harbour  vermin. 

5th.  The  eastern  wing  of  the  barrack  liosjiital  was 
at  one  time  more  unhealthy  than  the  other  portions  of 
the  building  ;  if  this  is  found  still  to  obtain,  the 
cause  ought  to  Vie  sought  for,  and  if  it  admits  of  a 
remed)'  this  should  be  apj)lied. 

6th.  No  means  should  be  left  untried  to  rid  the 
.  area  of  the  barrack  hospital  of  the  huts  most  impro- 
jierly  erected  on  such  a  site. 

7th.  The  approach  of  the  warm  season  renders  the 
prolonged  occupation  of  the  I'alace  Hospital  most 
objectionable  ;  its  notoriously  unhealthy  position  calls 


for  some  action  antici])ating  the  necessity  for  its 
evacuation  and  for  the  disjjosal  of  its  inmates. 

8th.  It  is  said  that  the  rooms  for  sick  in  Kululie 
Barrack  are  over  stables,  now  no  longer  probably 
serving  for  such  purpose,  but  still  their  former  use 
suggests  the  necessity  of  carefully  seeing  that  they 
retain  no  elements  of  disease  derived  from  the  time 
when  the  impurities  of  the  stable  must  have  tainted 
the  very  walls  and  the  soil. 

9th.  The  offensive  and  pestilential  state  of  all  the 
privies  have  been  commented  on.  What  means  have 
been  taken  to  remedy  this  ? 

The  Board  recommends  the  aliandonment  of  the 
use  of  the  Turkish  privy,  and  the  formation  of  other 
latrines,  technically,  it  is  believed,  called  the  sluice 
privy,  in  which,  on  the  removal  of  a  shot  chained  to 
an  orifice  of  the  pipe  for  the  removal  of  the  im])uritics, 
a  large  stream  of  water  effectually  cleanses  the  reci- 
pient, rendering  impossible  all  lodgement  in  it,  or  in 
the  tube  which  carries  off  its  contents. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Gumming,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

i<£c.      &c.  Director  General. 


No.  149. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cuittmuuj. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  23d  March  1855. 

The  notorious  insalubrity  of  the  site  of  the 
group  of  buildings  constituting  the  Palace  Hospital  at 
Scutari  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months  calls 
forth  measures  in  anticipation  of  the  advent  of  this 
])eriod,  which  will  enable  you  altogether  to  dispense 
with  the  occupation  of  the  above  hospital,  the  pro- 
longed tenancy  of  which  would  be  unjustifiable. 

I  request  thei'efore  that  you  will  direct  your  atten- 
tion to  this  sul)ject,  and  conmiunicate  to  me  when  you 
propose  to  effect  the  evacuation  of  this  unhealthy 
locality. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Gumming,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

i*<c.      &c.  Director  General. 


No.  150. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  ^IiDidij. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  23d  March  1855. 

Although  I  feel  that  I  have  no  connection  with 
the  hos})ital  recently  established  at  Smyrna,  I  still 
think  it  to  be  my  duty  to  send  a  copy  of  an  inq)ortant 
letter*  I  have  received  from  Deputy  Inspector  General 
Humfrey  now  there,  for  the  information  of  Lord 
Paninure. 

I  have,  &c. 

Golonel  Mundy,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.       &c.  Director  General 


No.  151. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Quartermaster  General. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical. 
Sir,  Department,  23d  March  1855. 

Ix  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  with 
its  enclosure  from  Lord  William  Paulet,  I  have  the 
honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  General 
Gonnnanding  in  Gliief,  that  I  presume  his  Lordship's 
application  extends  to  a  provision  of  marquees  and 
tents  for  men  not  under  hospital  treatment. 

In  reference  to  tent  accommodation  for  the  use  of 
the  sick,  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  lately 
ordered  100  hospital  marquees  for  this  service. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Quartermaster  General,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


*  loth  March  1855. 
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No.  152. 

Dr.  Cumming  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Sir,  Scutari,  2otli  March  1855. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receijit  of  your  letter 
of  the  10th  instant,  respecting  the  graveyard,  and 
have  to  acquaint  you  that  it  has  been  inspected  by  a 
Sanitary  Commission,  of  which  Drs.  Sutlierhmd  and 
Gavin  are  members,  and  who  have  made  such  sugges- 
tions as  tliey  deemed  necessary.  There  never  ap- 
peared to  me  any  injui'ious  consequences  to  be  appre- 
hended from  it. 

The  sense  of  smell  of  persons  visiting  it  may  luive 
been  offended  by  a  sewer  wliicli  discharges  itself  into 
tlie  sea  of  Marmora  close  by,  and  which,  to  my  know- 
ledge, has  deceived  .some. 

The  peat  charcoal  will  be  found  of  much  use  tor 
many  jjurposes. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Gumming, 
Dr.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  153. 


Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  25th  March  1 855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  your  informa- 
tion, the  report  of  a  Sanitary  Board  ordered  to 
assemble  on  the  10th  instant,  by  Field  Marshal  Lord 
Kaglan,  Commanding  in  Chief,  together  with  the  copy 
of  a  report  on  the  advantage  of  giving  tea,  colFee,  and 
cocoa  on  alternate  days  to  the  troops  serving  in  the 
lield. 

I  have,  Sec. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hosjjitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  154. 


Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Ai-my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  26th  March  1855. 

As  I  continue  to  hear  from  time  to  time  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  orderlies  provided  for  attendance 
on  tlie  hospitals  in  tlie  East,  and  that  great  inconve- 
nience and  even  more  than  inconvenience  is  often  ex- 
perienced Irom  many  of  these  men  being  unable  to 
read,  I  beg  respectfully  to  represent,  for  the  consider- 
ation of  Lord  Panmure,  the  necessity  of  some  measure 
being  immediately  adopted  to  remedy  the  evil  referred 
to,  and  to  provide  what  is  so  essential  to  the  comfort 
of  the  sick,  and  the  success  of  the  medical  treatment  to 
wliich  tliey  require  to  be  subjected. 

In  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Smyrna,  dated  2d 
Marcli,  the  inefficiency  of  the  hospital  orderlies,  and 
the  incapacity  of  some  of  those  employed  is  forcibly 
stated. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  155. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Ai-my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  5th  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  800  pounds 
of  spermaceti  candles  will  shortly  be  sent  out  to  the 
Crimea  for  the  use  of  100  coloured  lamps  intended  to 
be  used  as  a  mark  to  distinguish  field  hospitals  at 
night. 

Each  of  these  candles  is  calculated  to  l)urn  for  six 
hours,  and  it  is  very  advisable  that  instructions 
shoukl  be  given  for  them  not  to  be  used  for  any  other 
purpose  than  for  tlie  above  service. 

I  have,  &c. 

^,    „  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

IJie  Prmcipal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  156. 


Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
f^iR)  Department,  5th  April  1855, 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy 
of  a  second  invoice  for  liospital  stores  shipped  on 
board  tlie  "  Stella"  for  use  in  the  General  Hospital 
at  Scutari,  which  vessel  sailed  for  her  destination  on 
the  8th  ultimo. 

The  reason  why  it  was  not  forwarded  in  my  letter 
of  the  12th  ultimo  is,  that  the  authorities  at  the  Tower 
omitted  to  send  it  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.        '  &c. 


No.  157. 


Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  5th  April  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of 
invoices  and  of  medical  comforts  and  hospital  stores, 
shipped  on  board  the  "  Eaphael"  for  use  in  the 
General  Hospital  at  Scutari,  which  vessel  sailed  for 
her  destination  on  the  1st  instant,  and  you  will  please 
advise  me  of  her  arrival  in  due  course,  and  also  for- 
ward me  a  receipt  for  the  stores,  &c.  which  are 
received. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  158. 


Dr.  Smith  to  A.  Cumming,  Esq. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  7th  April  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  thirty 
copies  of  a  In-ochure  on  the  treatment  of  scorbutic 
camp  dysentery,  by  Dr.  Wilmot,  which  I  request  you 
will  cause  to  be  distributed  among  the  medical  officers 
under  your  orders;  and  that  you  will  inform  me  of 
the  steps  taken  to  ensui-e  their  circulation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Principal  Medical  Officer,  Director  General, 

^c.  &c. 
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No.  159. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretanj-at-  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  12tli  April  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  No.  i  -^-^ 
requesting  me  to  instruct  Mr.  Bridgett  to  procure  a 
wringing  machine  for  the  use  of  the  hospital  at 
Kululee,  and  also  for  that  at  Balaklava,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Bridgett  has  ordered 
them,  but  although  every  dispatch  will  be  used  in 
preparing  them,  they  will  not  be  ready  for  shipment 
l)efore  the  middle  of  next  week. 

By  that  time  the  vessels  now  loading  with  hospital 
stoi-es,  specially  ibr  this  department,  will  have  sailed, 
but  immediately  the  machines  are  ready  Messrs.  Hay  ter 
and  Howell  will  be  instructed  to  apply  for  tonnage 
and  see  to  tlieir  shipment. 

(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Deputy  Secretary-at-War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  160. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sm,  ISth.April  1855. 

The  Minister  at  War  having  transmitted  to  me 
your  returns  of  medicines  issued  from  the  stores  at 
Balaklava  to  the  troops  in  the  Crimea  between  the  1st 
January  and  the  5th  March  1855,  and  requested  me 
to  state  to  him  whether.  I  considered  what  remained  in 
store  is  a  sufficient  provision  for  so  large  an  army  as 
that  now  in  the  Crimea,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  ' 
you  that,  judging  from  the  returns  in  question,  I  feel 
great  dilficulty  on  this  point,  although  modified  to 
some  extent  by  your  statement  that  a  large  supply 
was  retjuired  from  Scutari,  a  part  of  which  was  being 
landed  at  the  time  your  letter  was  written. 

I  earnestly  re(iuest  you  will  take  care  to  prevent 
your  stock  of  medicines  getting  so  low  as  it  appears 
to  have  been  on  the  5tli  ultimo,  as  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  troops  a  much  larger  supply  ought 
always  to  be  available  for  issue,  and  I  cannot  believe 
it  possible  that  any  difficulty  can  exist  in  maintaining 
such  a  supply,  as  the  quantities  of  every  article  at 
Scutari  must  be  very  large. 

The  total  want  of  quinine  and  the  small  amount  of 
chloroform  which  you  return  in  store  especially  at- 
tracted my  attention,  and  care  must  be  taken  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  having  to  make  such  confessions  in 
future.  You  may  rest  assured  the  public  Avill  not  lose 
this  opportunity  of  holding  up  the  department  to 
further  obloquy  ;  but  even  were  there  no  reason  to 
fear  that,  it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  nothing  Init  the 
absolute  inability  of  securing  the  article  could  warrant 
such  a  want  of  them. 

In  a  former  letter  you  informed  me  that  you  had 
made  several  requisitions  on  Scutari  which  had  not 
been  attended  to  ;  should  such  gross  neglect  again 
occur  you  nmst  not  fail  to  make  the  sulyect  one  of 
serious  consideration,  and  have  the  offender,  whoever 
he  may  be,  piuiished  in  the  manner  such  neglect  fairly 
merits. 

If  at  any  time  when  you  require  medicines  you  find 
your  applications  are  not  responded  to,  your  best  course 
will  be  to  ol)tain  at  once  the  sanction  of  Lord  Raglan 
to  send  a  dispenser  immediately  to  Scutari,  with  strin- 
gent instructions  to  tlie  effect  that  he  must  immediately 
return  to  Balaklava  with  the  supplies  you  require,  as 
nothing  can  ])ersuade  me  that  there  is  not  in  the  stores 
of  the  chief  medical  store  keeper  an  ample  stock  to 
nuH't  any  demand  that  you  may  find  it  necessary  to 
make  u])ou  him,  and  at  the  same  time  leave  the  estab- 
lishment in  full  possession  of  everything  requisite. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.     &c.  Director  General. 


No.  161. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sii:,  13tli  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  bill  of 
lading  and  shipping  invoice  of  seven  cases  of  quinine 
for  the  use  of  the  troops  under  Lord  Raglan,  and 
forwarded  per  steamer  "  Iron  Age,"  wliich  proceeded 
to  Balaklava  on  the  10th  instant. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

hi-.     he.  Director  General. 


No.  162. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Balaklava. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Department,  13th  April  1855. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  forward,  by  desire  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Department,  twenty 
printed  copies  of  instructions  on  sanitary  arrange- 
ments extracted  from  tlie  Sanitary  Journal,  which  I 
request  you  will  put  in  circulation  among  the  medical 
officers  acting  under  your  orders,  and  that  you  Avill 
acknowledge  their  receipt,  and  notify  the  steps  you 
have  taken  for  giving  effect  to  Lord  Paumure's  wishes. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  163. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Oi'dnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  13th  April  1855. 

As  the  "  Great  Tasmania"  and  "  Saldana"  are  to 
1)6  continuously  engaged  for  the  conveyance  to  the 
Crimea  of  effective  troop,  and  for  bringing  home 
sick,  wounded,  and  invalids,  I  am  of  opinion  it  will  be 
to  the  interest  of  the  service  to  appoint  a  surgeon 
and  two  assistant  surgeons  for  service  on  board  each 
of  the  vessels;  and  I  beg  to  be  informed  whether  I 
have  Lord  Panmure's  authority  to  nominate  medical 
officers  for  the  same. 

I  have  further  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information 
of  his  Lordship,  that  as  the  medical  officer  at  Liver- 
pool, engaged  in  superintending  the  fitting  up  of 
the  vessels  herein  referred  to,  has  reported  that 
they  are  nearly  ready  for  the  purposes  to  Avhich  they 
are  to  lie  devoted,  I  have  ordered  a  proper  supply  of 
medicines,  instruments,  and  surgical  materials,  with  a 
view  to  their  being  forwarded  immediately  to  Liver- 
pool, to  be  placed  in  the  pharniacus  of  the  ships. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Dii-ector  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  164. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Kidulie. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  13th  April  1855. 

I  BEG  to  forward,  at  the  request  of  the  Minister 
for  War,  five  printed  copies  of  instructions  for  sanitary 
arrangements,  extracted  from  the  Sanitaiy  Journal, 
for  the  information  of  the  medical  officers  acting  un- 
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der  your  orders,  the  receipt  of  which  you  are  re- 
quested to  acknowledge. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Principal  Medical  Officer,  Director  General, 

&c.  &c. 


Similar  letter  to  Principal  Medical  Othcei-,  Abydos, 
on  same  date. 


No.  165. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in 
Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  IStli  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  by  desire  of 
the  Minister  for  War,  ten  printed  copies  of  instruc- 
tions on  sanitary  arrangements,  extracted  from  the 
Sanitary  Journal,  for  circulation  among  the  medical 
otficers  under  your  orders,  the  receipt  of  which  you 
Avill  acknowledge,  and  notifying  the  steps  taken  for 
giving  eti'ect  to  Lord  Panmure's  wishes. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Principal  Medical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  166. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sm,  Department,  13th  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  you  will  inform  me 
whether  the  number  of  medical  officers  you  now  pos- 
sess is  sufficient  for  the  performance  of  the  medical 
fluties  of  the  army  before  Sebastopol,  and  if  there  is 
fair  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  likely  to  i)rove  efficient 
during  the  summer,  when  active  operations  may  be 
anticipated. 

In  the  event  of  your  being  of  opinion  that  the 
medical  staff  is  not  sufficiently  numerous,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  lose  no  time  in  communicating  with  me, 
and  state  the  number  and  ranks  of  the  additional 
officers  you  are  likely  to  require.  I  am  anxious  that 
each  division  of  the  army  should  have  a  deputy  in- 
spector general  of  hospitals,  as  the  superintending 
medical  officer,  and  at  least  one,  if  not  two,  staff  sur- 
geons of  the  1st  class. 

I  may  add  that  I  have  addressed  a  similar  letter  to 
this  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari.  " 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Princi])al  Medical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  167. 

Dr.  Smith  to  tJte  Under  Secretarij  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  "l4th  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  I'or  the  information  of 
the  Ministei-  for  the  War  Department,  that  a  letter  I  am 
in  receipt  of  from  the  Inspcctoi-  (Tcneral  of  Hospitals  in 
the  camp  liefore  Sebastopol,  dated  26th  March,  speaks 
of  the  sultriness  of  the  weather,  the  thermometer  of 
Fahrenheit  having  been  as  high  as  70°.  Tlie  Avinter 
clothing  still  in  Avear  must  in  such  circumstances  be 
o])pressing  to  the  soldier,  and  it  is  most  essential  to 
his  health  and  comfort  that  he  should  be  put  as 
speedily  as  possible  in  ])ossession  of  lighter  articles  of 
dress.  I  beg,  therefore,  earnestly  to  recommend  that 
no  measure  be  left  untried  calculated  to  expedite  and 
hasten  the  ari-ival  at  their  destination  of  the  articles 
of  clothing  for  Avarm  Aveather,  Avliich  has  no  doubt 
already  been  provided  and  deposited. 

The  supply  above  referred  to,  Avhich  it  is  proposed 
should  be  Avorn  during  the  Avarm  parts  of  the  day, 
Avill  prove  most  benelieial  to  the  health  and  Avell- 
being  of  tlie  troops,  though  at  the  same  time  it  AviU 


not  be  possible  to  AvithdraAv  from  them  the  Avarmcr 
clothing  Avitli  Avliich  they  have  been  supplied  ;  as  it 
is  Avell  known  that  though  the  spring  days  in  the 
Crimea  are  Avarm,  the  evenings  and  nights  are  ex- 
cessively cold  ;  indeed  this  peculiarity  is  a  character- 
istic of  the  clinuite,  even  during  the  summer  mouths. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Saiith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  168. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundij. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  14th  April  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  Lord  Panmure,  that  I  have  forwarded  by  the  mail 
of  this  day  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officers  at 
Scutari,  Kululie,  Abydos,  and  Balaclava,  a  supply  of 
printed  co])ies  of  instructions  on  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, extracted  from  the  Sanitaiy  Journal,  agreeably 
to  his  Lordship's  desire. 

In  regard,  however,  to  those  intended  for  the 
hospital  at  Smyrna,  I  take  leaA^e  to  enclose  ten  to  be 
forwarded  l)y  the  War  Dejjartment,  as  I  haA^e  no 
medical  authority  at  that  station  Avith  whom  I  can 
communicate. 

I  am,  &c. 

Colonel  Mundy,  (Signed)       A.  Saiith, 

&e.      8cc.  Director  General. 


No.  169. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  lender  Secretarij  for  IVar. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  14th  April  1855. 

REFERRiNCr  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
conveying  the  decision  of  Lord  Panmure,  that  each 
soldier  should  carry  on  his  person  a  "  linen  bandage," 
I  have  the  honour  to  remark,  previous  to  complying 
Avitli  the  final  clause  of  the  letter  which  instructs  me 
to  furnish  a  "  pattern  bandage "  to  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  that  the  "  linen  bandage"  is  comparatively 
little  used,  and  that  calico  is  by  nearly  all  practical 
and  experienced  men  considered  the  material  most 
applicable  for  the  formation  of  bandages  for  surgical 
purposes. 

Further  I  would  beg  to  observe,  as  it  is  deemed 
expedient  that  a  proA'ision  of  this  kind  should  form 
part  of  the  equipment  of  the  soldier,  that  some  com- 
pleteness should  be  given  to  this  appliance  by  the 
addition  of  a  portion  of  lint,  as  the  value  of  the 
first  named  surgical  adjuvant  Avould  be  greatly  en- 
hanced if  conjoined  Avith  the  latter,  its  almost  insepa- 
rable comi)anion  in  the  treatment  of  wounds. 

The  subject  has  already  been  considered,  and  to  a 
certain  extent  acted  on,  by  me,  as  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  letter  to  Dr.  Ilall,  dated  the  15th  November 
last,  Avill  evince. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Saiith, 
The  Fnder  Secretary  for  War,        Directcu-  General. 
&c.  kc. 


No.  170. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  14th  April  1855. 

Referring  to  your  private  letter  of  26th 
March,  and  that  portion  of  the  contents  commenting 
on  the  furs,  &c.,  Avhich  the  troops  Avere  then  Ax  earing, 
I  hope  you  Avill  not  fail  to  urge  that  every  practicable 
exertion  mav  be  made  to  have  the  soldiers  of  the 
army  supplied  Avith  the  description  of  dress  Avhich 
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will  prove  more  conducive  to  their  comfort  and 
welfare  than  the  warmer  articles  of  which  you  speak, 
which  are  unsuited  to  a  temperature  of  75°  Fahren- 
heit. 

Although  a  lighter  description  of  dress  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  be  acceptable  during  the  day,  the  chilly 
evenings  and  nights  will  require  a  provision  of  warmer 
articles  ;  but  I  feel  persuaded  that  you  will  be  able 
to  advise  Lord  Raglan  in  regard  to  this  subject  with- 
out any  suggestions  from  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  171. 

Dr,  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  16th  April  1855. 

Rkferrino  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  communication  of 
the  10th  March  relative  to  the  shipment  of  peat 
charcoal  and  chloride  of  lime  for  sanitary  purposes 
in  the  Crimea,  and  stating  that  these  articles  are  not 
so  much  reciuired  as  they  were  some  time  ago,  before 
the  establishment  of  lime  kilns  in  the  vicinity  of 
Balaklava,  nor  so  desiral)le  for  use  in  hospitals  and 
ships  as  the  chloride  of  lime,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  you  that  the  peat  charcoal  which  I  have 
caused  to  be  sent  on  requisition  direct  from  this 
department,  as  well  as  200  tons  which  I  have  moved 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  transmit  to  the 
East  through  the  conmiissariat,  has  been  forwarded 
in  aid  of  local  resources  of  common  charcoal  and 
quicklime,  which  might  not  be  available  in  the  quan- 
tity and  at  the  time  and  place  required. 

I  have  also  to  reminil  you  that  I  have  made  due 
provision  for  the  despatch  of  other  deodorants  and 
disinfectants  to  the  East,  and  especially  of  large  sup- 
plies, as  noted  on  the  margin,*  of  chloride  of  zinc. 

With  the  exception  of  1,000  pints  addressed  to 
Balaklava,  per  "  Arethusa,"  the  supplies  of  the  article 
in  question  have  been  forwarded  to  Scutari,  whence 
you  can  obtain  it  on  requisition. 

Notwitiistanding  the  large  cpiantities,  however, 
already  shipped,  I  gave  instructions  immediately  on 
the  arrival  of  your  letter  of  the  30tli  for  the  despatch 
of  the  articles  therein  demanded,  which,  according  to 
the  note  on  the  margin,|  will  leave  England  in  a  few 
days  per  steamer  "  Retriever." 

I  have,  he. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.    &c.  Director  General. 


No.  172. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sin,  Department,  16th  April  1855. 

The  ships  "  Great  Tasmania"  and  "  Saldanha," 
now  preparing  at  Liverpool  to  carry  out  eftective 
troops  to  the  Crimea,  are  titted  out  with  the  speci;il 
object  of  returning  to  this  country  with  sick,  wounded, 
and  invalids  from  the  seat  of  war;  and  as  I  am  of 
opinion  that  each  vessel  should  have  at  least  one 
surgeon  and  two  assistant  surgeons  on  board,  and 
even  more,  should  the  nature  of  the  cases  embarked 


appear  to  require  additional  medical  aid,  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  take  care  that  the  medical 
otficers  to  be  placed  in  charge  shall  be  in  every  way 
effective  when  they  assume  this  duty,  and  likely  to 
continue  so  during  the  voyage,  and  that  they  have 
at  their  command  everything  which  it  can  be  sup- 
posed will  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  invalids. 

As  regards  this  arrangement  I  must  hold  you 
responsible,  and  I  have  no  fear  of  your  failing  in  the 
disciiarge  of  so  important  a  duty. 

It  is  most  requisite  that  a  nominal  roll  of  the  men 
embarked,  in  which  the  disease  of  each  individual 
shall  be  specified,  should  be  despatched,  by  post  direct 
to  this  office,  on  the  day  the  sick  are  jilaced  on  board, 
or  as  soon  after  it  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


♦  Chloride  of  Zinc,— 
Eagle  - 
AVliitley  Park 
IIclUi 
Black  Sea 
Arethusa 


Pints. 
1,450 
1,450 

3,000 
.3,000 
.3,000 

11,900 


No.  173.  ' 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  16th  April  1855. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
notifying  the  shipment  per  steamer  "  Iron  Age  "  of 
([uinine  for  Balaklava  and  for  Scutari,  I  have  now  the 
lionour  to  acquaint  you  that  the  remainder  of  that 
supply  (100  pounds),  which  was  not  ready  for  despatch 
l>y  that  vessel,  is  about  to  be  sent  to  Scutari  by  the 
steamer  "  Retriever." 

You  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
have  the  article  referred  to  forwarded  to  Balaklava  on 
its  arrival  at  that  station. 

The  cases  are  consigned  as  on  former  occasions  to 
the  "  Conmiissary  General,  Lord  Raglan's  Army,  on 
account  of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Balaklava." 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.   &c.  Director  General. 


No.  174. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  18t]i  April  1855. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  March,  ad- 
dressed to  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  I  think  it 
highly  desirably,,  looking  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
health  of  the  79th  Highlanders,  that  your  proposition 
for  a  ;;ii'emoval  from  their  encamping  ground  to  the 
higher  point  and  dryer  soil  occupied  by  the  reserve 
companies  and  the  men  of  the  68th  regiment  should, 
if  strategic  reasons  do  not  altogether  forbid  its 
adoption,  be  urged  with  all  your  influence. 

It  seems  too  evident  that  the  prolonged  occupation 
of  the  site  the  corps  now  holds  will  sap  its  healtli  and 
seriously  impair  its  efficiency — considerations  which, 
if  pi'ominently  brought  forward,  may  be  successful  in 
bringing  about  the  change  of  position  you  desire. 

The  situation  of  the  93d  in  Kadikoi,  and  of  the 
troops  in  the  huts  exposed  to  the  miasm  of  the  half 
swampy  sodden  valley,  and  the  small  polluted  stream 
which  enqities  itself  into  Balaklava  harbour,  is  pro- 
ductive of  nmch  anxiety,  and  I  trust  that  the  forma- 
tion of  the  trench  for  the  drainage  of  this  tract  will 
l)e  pressed  forward,  and  that  every  other  corrective  of 
this  endemic  evil,  which  your  local  knowledge  will 
suggest  the  adoption  of,  will  be  put  in  practice. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.    &c.  Director  General. 


+  Liq.  Trinci  chloride,  500  pints  ;  crnde  sulphate  of  iron,  5 
cwt. ;  consigned  to  the  Senior  (!^omniissary,  British  Forces, 
Constantinople,  on  account  of  the  Principal  Apothecary,  Scutari. 
— Cases  and  keys  marked 


No.  175. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Col.  Mundy. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  19th  April  1855. 

As  I  have  strong  reasons  for  believing  tliat  vege- 
tables are  not'cultivated  in  Turkey  to  an  extent  which 
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will  admit  of  the  army  in  the  Crimea  being  liberally 
supplied  with  such  during  the  coming  summer,  I  beg 
to  submit  to  the  Minister  for  the  War  department  that 
this  subject  should  receive  earnest  consideration 
without  further  delay,  as  there  is  nothing  more  essen- 
tial to  the  maintenance  of  the  health  of  the  troops 
than  a  due  and  adequate  supply  of  fresh  vegetables  to 
their  ordinary  rations. 

Assuming  that  the  reports  which  reach  me  of  the 
probable  deficiency  of  this  most  necessary  constituent 
of  healthy  diet  are  in  accordance  with  truth,  I  feel  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  recommend  that  measures  be  at  once 
adopted  to  ensure  a  continuous  supply  of  fresh  vege- 
tables for  the  service  above  referred  to  ;  and  if  on 
inquiry  it  be  found  that  the  doubts  as  to  the  capability 
of  the  markets  of  Turkey  to  aiford"  the  required 
supply  be  well  founded,  I  consider  that  the  best 
course  would  be  to  rent  in  a  suitable  locality  a  portion 
of  arable  land  suited  to  the  growth  of  vegetables,  to 
be  cultivated  by  persons  engaged  for  this  purpose  by 
the  British  Government,  and  placed  under  proper 
superintendence. 

A  supply  of  labour  for  the  object  contemplated  in 
the  above  proposition  will  not  be  difficult  to  secure, 
as  it  is  well  known  that  the  Maltese  are  skilful  and 
industrious  market  gardeners  employed  in  such  capa- 
city all  over  the  Levant,  acquainted  moreover  with 
the  climate  and  soil,  on  a  knowledge  of  the  peculi- 
arities of  which  successful  tillage  and  raising  of  crops 
depend. 

I  have,  &c. 

Col.  Mundy,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.  &c.  Director  General. 


No.  176. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretai'y  at  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiE,  23d  April  1855. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  21st  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Lord  Wm.  Paulet,  commanding  troops  at  Scutari, 
requesting  a  supply  of  500  bags  of  peat  charcoal  to 
be  sent  to  that  station,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  in 
reply,  that  although  a  considerable  quantity  of  that 
article  has  been  forwarded  on  requisition  from  this 
department  to  Scutari,  Balaklava,  Eupatoria,  &c.,  and 
200  tons  are  now  being  forwarded  from  Ireland  to 
the  East,  still  as  peat  charcoal  is  likely  to  be  in  de- 
mand at  those  stations  for  some  time  to  come,  I  advise 
that  the  500  additional  bags  of  it  be  immediately 
ordered. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Deputy  Sec.  at  War,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  177. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiE,  23d  April  1855. 

I  HA^TE  the  honour  to  submit,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment, copies  of  two  letters  which  Mr.  Cumming, 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals  at  Scutari,  found  it 
necessary  to  address  to  Lord  W.  Paulet,  and  I  feel  it 
my  imperative  duty  to  earnestly  recommend  that  all 
the  men  of  the  department  quartered  in  the  sheds  be 
immediately  removed,  and  accommodated  at  a  distance 
from  the  hospital  buildings. 

2nd.  That  great  exertions  should  be  made  to  re- 
lieve the  hospitals  and  depots  of  all  men  not  likely 
soon  to  be  able  for  further  service  in  Turkey,  whom 
Mr.  Cumming  states  are  numerous;  the  removal  of 
these  men  to  this  country  would  be  productive  of  in- 
calculable benefit  to  the  hospital  establishments,  as 
also  to  the  men  themselves. 


3d.  If  the  removal  of  the  men  referred  to  cannot 
possibly  be  accomplished,  I  trust  Lord  W.  Paulet 
will  be  urgently  required  to  obtain  further  accommo- 
dation, as  an  influx  of  wounded  from  the  army  may 
now  fairly  be  contemplated,  and  the  consequence  of 
such  an  influx,  limited  as  the  existing  accommodation 
is,  will  be  most  disastrous  now  that  the  temperature  is 
daily  increasing. 

That  measures  should  be  immediately  adopted  to 
ensure  the  medical  officers  at  Kululie  a  suitable 
amount  of  accommodation,  as,  should  they  become 
disabled  by  fever  and  other  diseases  which  are  liable 
to  originate  from  Overcrowding,  the  consequence  may 
be  most  disastrous.  If  buildings  do  not  exist  suffi- 
cient for  the  wants  of  the  medical  officers  and  nurses, 
they  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  erected  with  the  ut- 
most dispatch. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General; 

&c.  &c. 


No.  178. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  26th  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  respecting  the  washing 
for  the  troops  at  Scutari,  and  in  reply  beg  to  say, 
for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  I 
am  not  aware  of  the  arrangements  made  with  refer- 
ence to  this  subject,  as  the  purveyor  does  not  com- 
municate with  this  department  on  such  points. 

A  large  supply  of  washing  machinery  is  now  at 
Scutari,  which  was  forwarded  by  my  order,  and  I 
presume  it  is  in  active  operation. 

I  have  called  on  Mr.  Wreford  for  the  information 
you  require. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

Deputy  Secretary  at  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  179. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Military  Secretary. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  26th  April  1855. 

It  having  been  determined  to  fit  out  ships  for 
the  removal  from  time  to  time  of  sick  and  wounded 
from  the  Crimea  to  this  country  for  further  treat- 
ment, and  the  vessels  the  "  Great  Tasmania"  and 
"  Saldanha"  being  completed  in  fitments,  &c.,  neces- 
sary for  such  service,  with  the  exception  that 
attendants  requisite  for  the  care  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  are  not  yet  provided,  I  have  the  honour  to 
forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  War  Department, 
dated  25tli  April,  1855,  J-H®.-  instructing  me  to  apply 
to  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief  in  regard  to 
these  attendants,  of  whom  the  enclosed  Retui-n 
specifies  the  class,  number,  and  distribution  I  consider 
indispensable  for  the  proper  performance  of  the 
duties  which  the  above  service  involves  ;  and  as  both 
vessels  are  ready  to  leave  this  country  it  is  necessary 
that  all  possible  despatch  should  be  used  in  expediting 
the  pi'ovision  of  stewards,  Serjeants,  and  orderlies, 
as  detailed  ;  and  it  will  be  essential  to  the  success 
of  the  undertaking,  and  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  that 
the  men  employed  in  the  above  capacities  should  be 
intelligent,  steady  in  their  habits,  and  in  possession  of 
their  full  bodily  vigour. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Military  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  180, 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  .  Department,  27th  April  1855. 

I  WAS  much  pleased  to  hear  from  your  last  letter 
that  the  vacant  space  in  the  hospital  at  Scutari  was 
now  very  considerable  ;  but  I  fear,  unless  you  can 
get  another  establishment  in  addition  to  Avhat  you 
now  possess,  that  space  will  again  soon  be  occupied  ; 
we  are  all  naturally  expecting  something  very  serious 
in  the  Crimea,  thei-efore  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
urge  upon  you  the  absolute  necessity  of  being  well 
prepared  with  accommodation  for  what  the  casualties 
of  a  battle  or  an  assault  may  produce. 

Dr.  Hall  has  a  considerable  amount  of  accom- 
modation at  his  disposal  ;  still  you  ought  to  be  also 
prepared  to  take  a  large  share  of  the  wounded.  I 
must,  therefore,  impress  on  you  the  necessity  of 
getting  all  your  l)eds  fully  put  in  order,  so  that,  should 
you  have  a  sudden  influx,  no  delays  in  disposing  of 
the  sick  will  arise  from  deficiency  of  your  depart- 
ment. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  immediately  informed  what 
liospital  accommodation  you  can  afford,  in  the  event 
of  a  sudden  demand  for  it. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)       A.  Smith. 
Tlie  Princi])al  Medical  Officer,         Director  General. 
&c.  ^c. 


No.  181. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27th  April  1855. 

I  HAD  much  pleasure  in  perusing  your  letter 
detailing  tlie  liospital  accommodation  you  have  avail- 
al>le  in  the  Crimea  ;  and  I  feel  it  will  be  most  satis- 
i'actory,  should  an  assault  on  the  tower  take  place,  or 
a  great  battle  be  fought.  I  liope,  however,  you  will  not 
regard  it  as  sufficient,  since  you  can  never  anticipate 
Avliat  may  l)e  the  number  of  wounded.  You  will, 
therefore,  I  beg  of  you,  press  strongly  on  Lord  Rag- 
hin  the  necessity  for  still  further  extending  it ;  and 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible 
what  further  huts  you  have  been  able  to  obtain. 

Only  a  few  months  ago  I  had  a  hundred  hospital 
marquees  sent  to  Scutari  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  keep 
them  in  view  if  they  can  be  made  useful. 

When  you  require  immediately  any  supplies  from 
Scutari,  I  think  you  ought  to  apply  for  a  vessel  spe- 
cially to  fetch  them,  and  in  that  vessel  you  ought  to 
dispatch  some  one  of  your  staff  to  see  your  orders 
carried  out,  and  return  with  the  supplies. 

I  think  this  course  is  necessary,  as  it  seems  difficult 
othei'wise  to  get  your  orders  obeyed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

.  &c.  &c. 


No.  182. 

Dr.  Smith  to  J.  Wood,  Esq. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  27tli  April  1855. 

After  having  carefully  examined  Mr.  Barnett's 
bodsload,  in  conjunction  with  several  other  medical 
officers,  I  considered  a  projiortion  of  them  to  Ije  much 
reiiuired  for  service  in  the  hospital  of  the  army  in  the 
East,  and  1  consequently  ordered  fiftj^-one  in  January 
last,  and  sulisequently  five  of  an  improved  pattern,  to 
be  sent  to  Scutari.  The  copy  of  the  report  of  a 
medical  board  on  the  bedsteads  in  question  is  herewith 
enclosed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
J.  Wood,  Esq.,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  183. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Ai-my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27th  April  1855. 

On  perusing  the  sanitary  reports  from  the  senior 
medical  officers  of  divisions  for  the  week  ended  7th 
instant,  which  you  have  lately  transmitted  to  me,  I 
am  gratified  to  observe  a  steady  general  improve- 
ment in  the  health  of  the  army,  and  in  the  means 
and  precautions  requisite  to  this  end. 

Especially  it  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  learn 
that  the  medical  supplies  are  abundant,  and  I  trust 
that  there  will  never  again  be  any  deficiency,  either 
in  regimental  hospitals,  or  in  the  divisional,  or  in  the 
central  store  attached  to  the  army,  but  that  arrange- 
ments shall  be  made,  and  strictly  carried  out,  whereby 
medical  stores  far  in  advance  of  any  possible  demand 
shall  be  forwarded  on  your  requisition  from  the  medi- 
cal depot  at  Scutari,  at  which  station  a  superabund- 
ance will  always  be  found. 

I  observe  that  fever  of  rather  a  severe  form  still 
prevails  in  the  4th  Division,  and  that  the  senior 
medical  officer  thereof  attributed  the  continuancfe  of 
it,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  overcrowding  of  men  in 
the  tents,  to  defective  ventilation,  and  want  of  clean- 
liness. He  also  complains  that  his  recommendations 
on  these  subjects  to  the  divisional  authorities  have 
not  been  attended  to  or  have  been  misunderstood. 

I  feel  persuaded  that  you  have  taken  the  matter  in 
hand,  and  properly  represented  it  to  Lord  Raglan ; 
and  that  you  do  not  fail  repeatedly  and  strongly  to 
urge  upon  his  Lordship  the  necessity  of  his  support- 
ing you,  and  the  medical  officers  in  charge  of  divisions, 
in  all  matters  of  a  sanitary  nature. 

You  will  be  good  enough  to  transmit  to  me  copies 
of  the  representations  to  which  Mr.  Roberts  refers, 
and  of  any  others  which  he  or  you  have  made  subse- 
quently on  the  matter  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Prin.  Medical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  184. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-  War, 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  28th  April  1855. 

\  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Secretary-at- War,  the  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  Balaklava,  12tli  instant,  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
Purveyor  to  the  Forces,  and  approved  by  Dr.  Hall, 
with  its  accompanying  requisitions  for  medical  com- 
forts, as  they  contain  quantities  so  enormous  that  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  bring  them  to  the  notice  of  Lord 
Panmure. 

The  enclosed  return  of  medical  comforts  forwarded 
to  Scutari  since  the  20th  January  last,  will  show  the 
large  supplies  sent  out ;  but  as  so  much  has  been  said, 
and  with  a  certain  degree  of  truth,  respecting  the 
deficiences  of  medical  comforts  which  have  occurred 
at  the  seat  of  war,  I  feel  it  both  politic  and  right  to 
furnish  what  the  local  authorities  require,  as  they 
must  be  better  judges  as  to  what  the  wants  of  the 
sick  are  than  I  can  possibly. 

I  still  continue  of  opinion  that  the  medical  aiTange- 
ments,  generally,  at  the  seat  of  war,  will  not  be 
satisfactorily  carried  out  until  a  small  steamer  is 
appointed  to  run  between  Scutari  and  Balaklava  spe- 
cially appointed  for  the  medical  department,  as  Avas 
recommended  by  me  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  in  my 
letter  of  the  18th  November  last  ;  and  if  a  vessel  of 
that  description  were  to  be  under  the  sole  control 
of  Dr.  Hall,  he  would  then  have  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  supplies  from  Scutari,  the  best  place  for  a 
general  store. 

At  one  time  it  would  have  been  utterly  impossible 
to  provide  stowage  room  at  Balaklava  for  such  quan- 
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titles  of  raedica  comforts  as  Dr.  Hall  now  requires  ; 
but  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  that  difficulty  is 
now  partially  removed,  it  may  be  possible  to  find  a 
place  for  their  safe  housing.  »Such  being  the  case, 
should  it  not  be  thought  desirable  to  appropriate  a 
vessel,  as  proposed,  and  thus  enable  the  chief  store 
to  continue  at  Scutai-i,  as  it  has  been  for  many 
months  past,  and  where  I  think  it  ought  to  be,  I  will 
immediately  apply  for  freight,  in  order  to  forward  the 
articles  herein  required  direct  to  the  latter  place. 

It  will  be  observed  that  supplies,  to  the  enormous 
extent  required,  are  demanded  to  be  forwarded 
monthly,  which  will  be  found  impracticable  at  least 
for  several  months,  as  the  present  state  of  the  market 
will  not  furnish  now,  or  for  some  considerable  time 
to  come,  some  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the 
requisition. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Dep.  Secretary-at-War,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No,  185. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sm,  Department,  1st  May  1855. 

In  reference  to  the  communication  from  Assistant 
Surgeon  Menzies,  93d  Highlanders,  dated  the  13th 
ultimo,  Avith  a  comment  thereon  by  Deputy  Inspector 
General  Dr.  Linton,  in  regard  to  an  additional  hut 
for  the  sick  of  the  above  corps,  I  have  to  request,  in 
reference  to  this  and  all  such  matters,  that  you  will 
press  your  applications  strongly  on  the  Quartermaster 
General,  and  repeat  them  earnestly  till  such  wants 
are  supplied. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  186. 

Dr.  Smith  to  (he  Under  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  3d  May  1855. 

I  BEG  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  reappearance  of 
cholera, — I  hope  only  in  a  sporadic  form, — in  the 
army  in  the  Crimea,  and  requesting  information  as 
to  the  quantity  of  camphor  available  for  use  in  the 
hospitals  of  the  East. 

In  reply,I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  Lord  Panmure,  that  large  quantities  of 
medicines  appropriated  for  the  treatment  of  cholera, 
diarrhoea,  dysentery,  fevers,  and  other  diseases  which 
have  been  prevailing  or  are  likely  to  prevail,  have 
been  sent,  during  the  last  four  months,  to  the  general 
medical  depot  at  Scutari  for  distribution. 

In  addition  to  these  large  supplies,  sufficient  to 
form  an  ample  reserve  at  Scutari,  which  is  at  the 
command  of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea^  I  caused  a  smaller  but  considerable  issue  of 
medical  stores  to  be  made  last  month  to  Balaklava 
direct. 

Further,  on  the  11th  ultimo,  I  caused  another 
requisition  to  be  made  out  for  the  medicines,  &c. 
most  likely  to  be  in  demand  to  be  forwarded  to 
Scutari  on  completion. 

In  case,  however,  of  any  delay  or  difficulty  in  the 
forwarding  of  medical  supplies  from  that  station  to 
the  Crimea,  on  the  request  of  the  Principal  Medical 
Officer,  I  have  given  instructions  to  have  the  destina- 
tion of  the  supi^ly  in  question  changed  to  Balaklava 
direct,  and,  being  quite  ready,  it  will  be  despatched  in 
a  few  days  if  the  requisite  tonnage  is  available. 

With  reference  to  the  article  specified  in  your 
letter  I  beg  to  inform  you,  that  100  pounds  of  cam- 
phor are  included  in  this  shipment. 


Of  that  medicine  not  less  than  46 1^  pounds  have 
been  sent  to  the  East,  of  which  436^  had  arrived  up 
to  lOth  of  April. 

I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  not  more  than 
300  pounds  can  have  been  issued  from  stoite,  and  that 
there  must  remain  at  least  160  pounds  in  addition  to 
the  quantity  proceeding  by  the  present  occasion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  at  War,         Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  187. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Cumming. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  3d  May  1855. 

As  it  may  possibly  occur  from  time  to  time  that 
some  medicines  not  in  store  at  Scutari  may  be 
required,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  never  hesi- 
tate a  moment  in  causing  the  Chief  Medical  Store- 
keeper to  purchase  them  in  the  quantities  necessary, 
should  they  be  obtainable  in  any  of  the  shops  at 
Constantinople. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Cumming,  '  Director  General. 

&c.  8cc. 


No.  188. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Balahlara. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Six:,  Department,  4th  May  1855. 

W ITH  reference  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
P.F.,  dated  Balaklava,  the  12th  ultimo,  and  approved 
of  by  you,  enclosing  two  requisitions  of  medical  com- 
forts, dated  respectively  29th  January  and  27th  March 
1855,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  to  pre- 
vent any  possible  want  of  any  of  the  articles,  I  have 
given  instructions  for  the  whole  of  the  quantities  con- 
tained in  both  requisitions  to  be  forwarded  to  Bala- 
klava direct  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  notwithstand- 
ing the  large  supply  of  nearly  all  these  articles  that 
has  been  transmitted  to  Scutari  during  the  last  few 
months,  and  which  the  accompanying  return  will 
show. 

This  statement  will  put  you  in  possession  of  the 
large  quantities  of  medical  comforts  that  have  left 
this  country  for  Scutari  since  the  19th  January  last; 
but  as  it  is  mentioned  in  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  letter  that 
you  required  one  of  his  requisitions  to  be  supplied 
monthly,  and  as  the  aggregate  quantity  of  essence  of 
beef,  preserved  meats,  and  soups  demanded  in  one 
requisition  amounts  to  80,000  tins,  I  have  to  request 
you  will  inform  me  whether  you  still  consider  this  to 
be  requisite,  taking  into  consideration  the  supplies 
sent  to  Scutari,  and  the  probable  wants  of  the  sick  of 
the  army. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 
P.S. — The  80,000  tins  of  soups,  preserved  meats, 
and  essence  of  beef  would  give  about  \  lb.  daily  for 
thirty-two  days  for  500  sick,  supposing  each  patient 
was  to  be  supplied. 

(Signed)       A.  S. 


No.  189. 

Dr.  Smith  to  B.  Harris,  Esq. 

Army  and  Ordinance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  5th  May  1855. 

By  yesterday's  mail  I  received  from  Dr.  Hall  a 
letter  he  had  addressed  to  you,  under  date  14th 
ultimo,   in  reference  to  the  transport  of  sick  and 
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wounded  from  the  Crimea  to  Smyrna,  and  also  a 
copy  of  a  communication  on  the  same  subject  he 
had  received  from  you,  dated  30tli  March  1855;  and 
as  I  find  by  that  communication  that  Dr.  Hall  is 
directed  to  charter  ships  for  the  convei/ance  of  sick 
and  wounded  direct  to  Smyrna,  without  any  delay 
or  stoppage  being  allowed  in  the  Bosphorus,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  state,  that  I  consider  such  a  practice  as 
most  objectionable.  If  that  course  is  to  be  regularly 
observed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  often  happen 
that  many  individuals  will  have  to  encounter  an 
amount  of  suffering  which  Avould  not  fall  to  their  lot 
were  the  vessels  to  touch  at  Scutari,  and  thereby 
afibrd  the  opportunity  of  removing  them  into  the  hos- 
pitals at  that  station,  such  cases  as  it  might  be  found 
were  not,  unless  absolutely  necesary,  fitted  for  longer 
detention  on  l)oard  ship. 

I  do  not,  on  various  accounts,  think  it  desirable 
that  Smyrna  should  be  made  available  for  slight 
or  chronic  cases  only;  at  the  same  time,  I  think 
Scutari  ought  to  be  the  port  where  all  vessels  should 
touch,  in  order  to  admit  of  any  arrangements  being 
made  there,  which  it  may  have  been  discovered  dur- 
ing the  voyage  to  have  become  necessary. 

This  measure,  which  I  strongly  recommend  should 
be  observed,  is  alike  required  for  the  cause  of  humanity 
and  for  the  good  of  the  public. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith. 
B.  Harris,  Esq.,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  190. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  ZJnder  Secretai)yfor  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  8th  May  1855. 

I\  reply  to  j^our  letter  dated  the  1st  instant,  y, 
regarding  a  code  of  regulations  to  l)e  hung  uj)  in  the 
hospital  ships  "  Saldanha  "  and  "  Great  Tasmania." 
1  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  tlie  information  of 
the  Minister  for  the  War  Department,  a  series  of 
regulations  which  I  consider  it  warrantable  for  me 
to  suggest;  but  some  of  the  regulations  proposed  to  be 
introduced  by  Statf  Surgeon  Mapleton,  such  as  those 
guarding  against  the  misappropriation  of  utensils, 
articles  of  bedding,  &c.,  I  am  of  opinion  should  be 
drawn  out  by  military  authority,  which  alone  has  the 
power  to  enforce  then!. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  191. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari, 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
■SiK  Department,  10th  May  1855. 

Havivg  observed,  by  the  returns,  that  vacant 
accommodation  exists  in  the  hospital  at  Abydos  to 
the  extent  of  143  beds,  it  appears  to  me  desirable 
to  transfer  to  that  establishment  some  of  the  sick 
now  at  Scutari,  so  as  still  further  to  diminish  the 
numbers  at  the  latter  station. 

The  comparative  rarity  of  febrile  affections  at 
Abydos,  and  the  other  advantages  which  it  offers, 
renders  such  a  transfer,  when  it  can  be  conveniently 
eft'ected,  a  judicious  arrangement. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  take  care  that  the  hospital 
establishment  at  Abydos  is  kept  fully  supplied  with 
medical  comforts,  medicines,  &c. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Principal  jNIedical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 
P.S. — You  must  understand  that  in  reference  to 
the  above  recommendation  you  are  to  use  your  own 


discretion,  as  you  must  know  better  than  I  can 
whether  it  Avould  be  prudent  to  send  greater  numbers 
to  Abydos  or  not. 

(Signed)       A.  S. 


No.  192. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Ordnance. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  10th  May  1855. 

With  reference  to  my  requisitions  of  the  16th 
January  last  for  200  litters  and  chairs,  of  the  20th 
February  for  20  ambulance  Avaggons  and  60  ambu- 
lance carts  (Woolwich  kind),  and  of  the  27th  March 
for  500  bearers  for  Avounded  men,  I  Jiave  the  honour 
to  request  that  I  may  l)e  informed  if  these  articles 
have  left  this  country,  and  if  so,  by  what  vessels  and 
at  what  date. 

If  they  have  not  yet  been  dispatched,  I  beg  to  submit 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Board  of  Ordnance  that 
they  may  be  immediately  forwarded,  as  they  are  most 
urgently  required  in  the  Crimea. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  S.mith, 
Secretary,  Board  of  Ordnance.        Director  General. 


No.  193. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  11th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Jameson,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class*, 
respecting  the  supply  of  medical  comforts  for  the  use 
of  the  hospital  at  Abydos,  and  request  you  will 
ascertain  Avhy  the  articles  Avere  not  sent,  or  some 
reply  to  his  communications  on  the  subject,  stating 
why  they  Avere  not  forAvarded. 

You  Avill  perceive,  from  Dr.  Jameson's  letter,  the 
course  he  adopted  to  obtain  supplies,  and  the  conse- 
quence has  been  that  the  wants  at  Abydos  have  been 
made  known  to  the  public  through  the  House  of 
Commons. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Principal  Medical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  194. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Jameson. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  11th  May  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo, 
respecting  a  supply  of  stores  for  the  use  of  the  general 
hospital,  Abydos; 

I  have  to  request  you  Avill  never  permit  the  same 
to  get  beloAV  tAvo  months'  supply  in  advance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
T.  R.  Jameson,  Esq.,  M.D.,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  195. 

Dr.  Dumbrcck  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari.^ 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  11th  May  1855. 

I  AM  desired  by  the  Director  General  to  state,  in 
reference  to  his  letter  of  20th  April  regarding  a  pre- 
scription of  Dr.  Jennings  for  the  cure  of  cholera, 


*  Dated  General  Hospital,  Abydos,  23d  April  1855. 
t  Similar  letter  to  this  sent  to  Principal  Medical  Oflacer, 
Crimea. 
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fhat,  by  an  omission,  the  instructions  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  one  of  the  leading  ingredients  of  the  formula 
in  question  were  not  at  the  same  time  transmitted. 

The  accompanying  extract*  of  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Jennings  will  afford  the  information  thus  inadver- 
tently withheld,  and  I  may  mention  that  an  additional 
supply  of  the  ammoniated  tincture  of  guaiacum  has 
been  forwarded  to  complete  the  ingredients  insisted 
on  by  this  gentleman  as  necessary  to  give  efficiency 
to  the  prescription. 

As  Dr.  Jennings  is  most  confident  of  the  infalli- 
bility of  the  remedial  agent  as  prepared  by  his 
direction,  I  am  further  desired  to  request  that  you 
will  test  it,  should  a  necessity  for  the  use  of  anti- 
choleraic  medicines  arise,  and  report  on  the  subject  for 
the  information  of  the  Director  General. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck, 
Prin.  Medical  Officer,       Dep.  Ins.  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  196. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  12th  May  1855. 

In  consequence  of  Sir  John  Mc  Neill  having 
recently  reported  to  Lord  Panmure  "  the  total  lack 
of  quinine  in  the  camp  hospitals  in  the  Crimea,"  the 
Secretary  for  War  has  requested  me  to  call  on  you 
to  furnish  a  full  explanation,  in  reference  to  the  report 
in  question,  to  be  transmitted  by  me  for  his  Lordship's 
information. 

Your  letters  of  the  19th  and  26tli  ultimo  I  have 
received,  and  they  are  so  far  satisfactory.  I  shfeU  be 
glad,  however,  to  be  informed  of  the  steps  that  Avere 
taken  to  discover  the  want  or  supposed  deficiency  of 
the  medicine  referred  to. 

I  observe  you  mention  that  Mr.  Apothecary  Fer- 
nandez has  occasionally  permitted  the  quantity  of 
certain  articles  in  the  medical  store  under  his  charge 
to  get  low,  without  making  you  acquainted  with  the 
circumstance.  You  must  administer  to  him  a  severe 
admonition  against  such  a  practice,  and  order  him  to 
rej^ort  to  you,  in  writing,  at  least  twice  a  week,  the 
condition  of  the  medical  depot  as  to  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  stores  in  his  charge. 

You  will  also  decide  on  the  propriety  of  calling  in 
the  assistance  of  the  senior  medical  officer  at  Bala- 
klava,  in  carrying  out  these  instructions,  with  a  view 
to  the  general  depot  being  at  all  times  fully  supplied 
with  every  requisite,  far  in  advance  of  any  possible 
demand. 

Should  Mr.  Fernandez  again  prove  inattentive, 
you  will  not  hesitate  at  once  to  prefer  charges  against 
him  for  neglect  of  duty,  and  will  take  care  to  press 
the  utmost  rigour  of  martial  law  against  him,  or  any 
other  officer,  or  subordinate  employe,  by  whose  in- 
difference, neglect  of  duty,  or  misconduct,  the  sick 
are  led,  or  even  likely  to  be  led,  to  suffer  from  the 
want  of  any  available  requisite  for  their  medical 
treatment  or  personal  comfort. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  197. 

Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Quartermaster  General. 

Ai"my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  12th  May  1855. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant, 
I  am  desired  by  the  Director  General  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  the  General  Commanding 
in  Chief,  that  a  communication  was  sent  off  last 


*  See  Dr.  Jennings'  Letter,  dated  29tli  March  1855. 


evening  to  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  at  Plymouth, 
desiring  him  to  instruct  Staff  Surgeon  Crerar  (who 
is  in  medical  charge  of  the  troops  embarked  on  board 
the  "Great  Tasmania")  to  have  daily  inspections 
made  of  the  men,  and,  should  any  further  cases  of 
smallpox  occur  at  sea,  to  make  every  effort  to  sepa- 
rate them,  so  as  to  limit  as  far  as  possible  the  spread 
of  the  complaint. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck, 
The  Quartermaster  General,      for  Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  198. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  12th  May  1855. 

With  reference  to  the  remark  quoted  on  the  mar- 
gin,* reporting  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  the 
want  of  leeches  in  the  camp  hospitals  in  the  Crimea,  and 
to  your  note  on  the  subject  to  the  effect  that  "  leeches 
have  been  written  for  to  Sinope  long  ago,  and  are  daily 
expected;  they  are  not  an  economical  remedy,  as  they 
will  cost  from  2\d.  to  M.  each;"  I  regret  to  find  that 
a  deficiency  of  this  nature  exists,  and  has  existed  for 
a  long  time.  The  endeavours  to  remedy  this  defect 
should  have  been  urged,  and  repeated  again  and 
again,  until  a  supply  of  leeches  was  obtained,  and 
arrangements  made  to  keep  up  the  supply.  The 
expensiveness  of  a  remedial  measure  must  not  be 
considered  for  an  instant.  The  price  you  quote  is 
only  half  of  that  paid  for  leeches  supplied  to  military 
hospitals  in  England  ;  but  were  the  charge  fourfold, 
this  and  any  other  requisite  for  the  treatment  of  the 
sick  and  Avounded  must  be  provided  at  whatever  cost; 
and  I  am  only  surprised,  after  what  has  been 
repeatedly  written  and  urged  on  this  subject,  that 
any  omission  or  defect  which  it  is  possible  to  remedy 
should  still  exist  as  a  source  of  regret  or  cause  of 
complaint  from  any  quarter. 

With  regard  to  the  matter  in  question,  I  trust  you 
will  be  able  to  assure  me,  that  while  leeches  Avere 
not  forthcoming,  the  means  to  supply,  in  some  in- 
stances, their  place  for  the  local  abstraction  of  blood 
were  at  all  times  available  ;  that  you  took  care,  Avith 
the  assistance  of  the  divisional,  medical  officers,  that 
the  cupping  instruments,  and  particularly  the  temple 
scarificators  and  scalp  glasses,  which  I  caused  to  be 
supplied  for  use  in  the  army,  have  been  at  all  times 
ready  for  use  in  the  hospitals  since  the  force  took  the 
field. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  199. 

Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War. 

Aimy  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  12th  May  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  with  its 
enclosure,  I  have  the  honour  to  observe,  for  the 
information  of  the  Minister  for  'War,  that  I  have  had 
a  personal  communication  Avith  Dr.  Beaman  on  the 
subject  of  salt  as  a  preventive  of  cholera,  and  after 
having  fully  heard  from  him  his  reasons  for  holding 


*  Report  of  Senior  Medical  Officer,  3d  Division : — 
"  In  the  Hospitals  of  the  38th  and  50th  a  few  leeches  Ayould 
"  have  been  very  desirable  ;  in  the  first-mentioned  hospital  for 
"  the  treatment  of  a  case  of  gun-shot  w^ound  of  the  elbow-joint, 
"  in  the  last,  for  the  treatment  of  a  severe  contusion  of  the  left 
"  side  of  the  head,  paralyzing  the  organs  of  sight  and  hearing  cn 
"  that  side." 
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the  views  he  entertains,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
to  make  known  his  views  to  the  medical  officers 
serving  with  the  army  of  the  East,  and  to  request 
that  a  "rial  of  the  salt  should  be  made  in  some  of  the 
re"-iments  in  the  Crimea  should  cholera  unfortunately 
re^appear  in  the  army  ;  and  should  results  wan-ant 
its  adoption,  I  have  instructed  that  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  enforce  its  general  use. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck, 

Dep.  Insp.  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
The  Under  Secretary       for  the  Director  General, 
of  State  for  War. 


No.  200. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sni,  Department,  12th  May  1855. 

I  BEG  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  7th  instant,  and  with  reference  to  that  portion 
of  it  which  relates  to  a  report  having  been  received 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  from  Sir  J.  M'Neill, 
that  there  was  recently  a  total  lack  of  quinine  in  the 
camp  hospitals  in  the  Crimea,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Lord  Panmure, 
that  I  find  from  documents  which  I  have  received 
from  Dr.  Hall  that,  on  the  same  occasion.  Sir  J. 
M'Neill  had  reported  the  circumstance  to  Lord 
Raglan.  By  the  enclosed  coi)y  of  Dr.  Hall's  report 
on  the  subject  to  Lord  Raglan,  Lord  Panmure  Nvill 
learn  that  the  Field  Marshal  Commanding  the  Forces 
was  satisfied  that  Sir  J.  M'Neill  had  been  mis- 
informed on  the  matter  in  question,  that  there  really 
existed  no  want  of  quinine  in  the  camp  hospitals;  and 
by  the  note  on  the  margin  it  will  1)0  seen  that  Dr. 
Hall  was  requesfed  by  Lord  Raglan  to  communicate 
to  Sir  J.  M'Neill  the  result  of  his  inquiry  into  the 
alleged  deficiency,  to  show  to  him  that  it  had  never 
existed. 

At  the  very  time,  then,  at  which  Sir  J.  M'Neill 
reported  a  lack  of  quinine,  there  were  28  lbs.  in  the 
various  camp  hospitals.  The  day  after  50  lbs.  arrived 
from  Scutari,  and  a  few  days  later  100  lbs.  of  the 
same  medicine  ;  making  a  total  of  178  lbs. 

Further,  l)efore  the  second  Aveek  would  have 
expired,  200  lbs.  of  quinine,  and  50  lbs.  of  amorphous 
quinine,  would  have  arrived  direct  from  England,  and 
in  another  fortnight  100  lbs.  of  the  former,  and  50  lbs. 
of  the  latter. 

Those  supplies,  in  addition  to  at  least  500  ll)s.  in 
store  at  Scutari,  300  lbs.  on  the  passage  thither, 
200  lbs.  now  ready  for  shipment  to  that  station,  and 
100  lbs.  also  about  to  be  dispatched  to  Balaklava 
direct,  will,  I  trust,  satisfy  Lord  Panmure  that  the 
army  will  not  suffer  from  want  of  this  important 
medicine.  I  intend,  however,  to  send  more,  besides 
amorphous  quinine,  as  I  am  of  opinion  extensive  use 
ought  to  be  made  of  these  preparations  as  prophylactic 
remedies. 

I  will,  as  I  liave  already  done,  caution  Dr.  ILill 
on  the  very  important  matter  in  question  ;  and  if  the 
explanations  I  receive  from  him  do  not  prove  satis- 
factory, I  shall  extend  to  him  what  Lord  Panmure 
desires. 

I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy  of 
Dr.  Hall's  further  explanations  on  the  subject  when 
it  arrives,  and  also  a  coj^y  of  what  it  may  Ije  neces- 
siuy  for  me  to  write  to  him  in  reply  thereto. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Under  Secretary  for  War.  Director  General. 


No.  201. 

Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Depvtij  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  15th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  enclosing  a 

prospectus  of  Messrs.  Fyffe  respecting  their  portable 
waterclosets  ;  and  in  reply  beg  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  Lord  Panmure,  that  71,  of  two  kinds 
manufactured  l)y  that  firm,  have  been  sent  to  the 
hospitals  in  the  East,  and  that  an  additional  number 
will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  Princijial  Medical 
Officers  report  that  they  are  required. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck^ 

Dep.  Insp.  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
in  the  absence  of  the 
The  Deputy  Seci-etaiy  Director  General, 

at  War. 


No.  202. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  15th  May  1855. 

Dr.  Beaman,  a  highly  respectable  London  phy- 
sician, in  extensive  practice,  has  found  salt  to  be 
very  useful  in  preventing  cholera  ;  and  as  I  have, 
after  a  lengthened  conversation  with  him,  seen 
grounds  to  credit  much  of  what  he  has  stated  to  me, 
I  am  very  anxious  that  it  should  be  tried  when  fitting 
occasions  arise. 

It  Avill  probably  Ite  difficult  to  get  it  generally  used, 
therefore  I  think  you  had  better  trust  the  treatment 
in  the  first  instance  to  some  careful  and  pains-taking 
officers,  Avho  Avill  faithfully  observe  its  effects,  and 
accurately  note  them. 

Your  best  course,  probably,  Avill  be  to  fix  upon  two 
or  three  regiments,  and  induce  the  surgeons  to  have 
it  used  as  regularl  yas  practicable,  should  cholera  appear 
as  an  epidemic;  and  if  it  be  observed  that  the  men  of 
these  corps  suftlsr  less  than  those  of  regiments  who  do 
not  regularly  employ  it,  then  there  will  be  fair 
grounds  to  justify  more  stringent  efforts  being  made 
to  employ  it  generally. 

I  shall  be  anxious  to  learn  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ment, as  I  cannot  avoid  saying  I  contemplate  advan- 
tage from  it,  being  satisfied,  fi'om  what  I  have  seen  of 
Dr.  Beaman,  that  he  is  a  prudent,  cautious,  and 
observing  practitioner.  I  send  nine  copies,  which 
you  Avill  distribute  among  the  senior  medical  officers, 
for  the  use  of  the  medical  officers  of  their  respective 
divisions. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.  &c.  Director  General. 


No.  203-4. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Principal  Medical  Officers  at  Scutari, 
Kululie,  and  Abydos. 

Ajrmy  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  15th  May  1855. 

Dr.  Beaman,  a  highly  respectable  London  phy- 
sician, in  extensive  practice,  has  found  table-salt  to 
be  very  useful  in  preventing  cholera  ;  and  as  I  have, 
after  a  lengthened  conversation  Avith  him,  seen 
grounds  to  credit  much  of  what  he  has  stated  to  me, 
I  am  very  anxious  that  it  should  be  tried  Avhen  fitting 
occasions  arise. 

I  therefore  transmit,  for  your  information,  five 
printed  copies  of  Dr.  Beaman's  vicAvs  in  regard  to 
thi.s  remedy,  Avhich  I  Avill  thank  you  to  circulate 
among  the  medical  officers  serving  under  your 
orders. 

I  am  desirous  that  you  should  embrace  any  oppop- 
tunity  which  may  present  itself  for  testing  its  effects; 
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and  should  your  observations  of  these  lead  you  to 
believe  that  it  exercises  a  prophylactic  or  remedial 
power,  this  will  form  fair  grounds  for  some  stringent 
efforts  being  made  for  its  general  employment  among 
the  sick  in  the  hospital  under  your  care,  v^diose  state 
would  not  contra-indicate  its  use,  and  among  the 
convalescents  or  invalids  attached  to  your  station. 

I  shall  be  anxious  to  learn  the  result  of  the 
experiment,  as  I  cannot  avoid  saying  I  anticipate 
advantage  from  it,  being  satisfied,  from  what  I  have 
seen  of  Dr.  Beaman,  that  he  is  a  prudent,  cautious, 
and  observing  practitioner. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  204. 

Dr.  Dumbreck  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  loth  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  enclosing 
a  prospectus  of  Messrs.  FyfFe,  respecting  their  porta- 
ble waterclosets,  and  in  reply  beg  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  Lord  Panmure,  that  seventy-one,  of 
two  different  kinds  manufactured  by  that  firm,  have 
been  sent  to  the  hospitals  in  the  East,  and  that  an 
additional  number  Avill  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the 
Principal  Medical  Officers  report  that  they  are 
required. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck, 

Dep.  Insp.  Gen.  of  Hospitals 
Dep.  Secretary  at  War,  in  absence  of  the 

&c.  &c.  Director  General. 


No.  205. 

Dr.  Dumbreck  to  A.  Ciimming,  Esq. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  18th  May  1855. 

Referring  to  the  evidence  of  Miss  Elizabeth 
Wheeler,  page  329  of  "  The  Report  on  the  State  of 
the  Hospitals  of  the  British  Army,"  I  am  desired  by 
the  Director  General  to  request  your  attention  to  the 
system  at  one  time  apparently  obtaining  in  the  hos- 
pital under  the  immediate  surveillance  of  Deputy 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals  Dr.  M'Grigor,  which 
permitted  nurses  to  exercise  their  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion in  the  selection  of  cases  for  tlie  treatment  of 
which  stimulants  might  be  applicable.  This  is  a 
state  of  things  calling  for  severe  reprehension,  and 
for  your  direct  and  stringent  interference,  should  a 
recun-ence  of  it  ])e  attempted  in  the  hospitals  under 
your  superintendence. 

I  have,  &c. 

A.  Gumming,  Esq.       (Signed)       D.  Dumbreck, 
&c.     &c.  for  Director  General. 


No.  206. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  18th  May  1855. 

Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  in  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  17th,  I  have  the 
honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Lord 
Panmure,  that  my  inquiries  respecting  the  shipment 
of  peat-charcoal  for  the  East  had  reference  not  to 
supplies  of  that  article  on  requisitions  proceeding 
direct  from  this  department,  in  respect  of  which  the 
quantities,  dates  of  dispatch,  and  modes  of  convey- 
ance, are  known  in  this  office,  but  to  the  200  tons 
referred  to  in  my  letter  of  the  I7th  April  and  13th 
March. 


As  the  information  solicited  in  my  last  communica- 
tion on  the  subject  is  necessary,  in  order  to  estimate 
the  probable  quantity  of  peat  charcoal  available  for 
use  at  Scutari,  Kululie,  and  in  the  Crimea,  as  Avell  as 
with  reference  to  future  supplies,  I  beg  to  know 
whether  the  "  Zebra"  conveyed  the  full  quantity 
(200  tons)  intended  to  be  sent  by  that  vessel,  and  the 
date  of  sailing. 

The  same  particulars  are  also  desirable  in  respect 
to  the  500  tons  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  27th 
ultimo  as  having  been  on  that  day  ordered  to  be 
supplied  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  in  addition  to 
500  bags  ordered  on  the  same  day  to  be  furnished 
on  requisition  from  this  Department,  at  the  request  of 
the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,  for  the  same  destina- 
tion as  the  former. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  207. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  21st  May  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have 
the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Minister  for  War,  that,  from  the  statements  I  have 
received  from  the  Crimea,  I  am  in  hopes  that  a  fair 
supply  of  water  will  be  always  attainable  from  the 
wells  and  tanks  which  have  been  constructed;  still  I 
think  it  prudent  that  the  army  should  be  in  possession 
of  the  forcing  i)um])s.  It  often  happens,  in  limestone 
formations,  that  the  supply  of  water  is  abundant, 
where  little  indication  of  its  existence  is  observable 
till  opportunities  for  its  exit  are  provided.  In  the 
extensive  limestone  tracts  which  occur  in  Southern 
Africa,  water  is  often  found  in  abundance  during  the 
whole  year,  when  nothing  around  gives  any  reasons  to 
expect  its  jiresence,  indeed  when  everything  would 
rather  indicate  the  likelihood  of  its  being  wanted.  I 
mention  this  fact  as  a  reason  for  not  venturing  any 
opinion  in  the  absence  of  better  information.  I 
think  the  local  authorities  ought  to  seek  information 
from  such  natives  as  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
communicating  with. 

I  have,  &c. 

Colonel  Mundy,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.       &c.  Director  General. 


No.  208. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Beaman. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  21st  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  had  your  printed  instructions  forwarded 
to  Turkey  and  the  Crimea,  —  nine  copies  to  the 
Crimea,  five  to  Scutari,  four  to  Kululie,  and  two  to 
Abydos.  I  have  earnestly  impressed  on  Dr.  Hall 
that  the  agent  shall  be  sedulously  used  in  certain 
regiments,  and,  if  it  appears  advantageous,  that  vigor- 
ous steps  shall  be  taken  to  secure  its  being  generally 
employed.  I  have  also  ordered  some  of  the  best 
description  of  salt  to  be  forwarded  from  this  country, 
in  order  that  the  trial  may  be  a  fiiir  one.  I  fear  we 
shall  not  find  the  volunteers  you  expect;  soldiers  are 
curiously  constituted,  and  I  expect,  from  Avhat  I  know 
of  them,  that  they  will  endeavour  to  avoid  using  the 
salt  if  they  can,  under  an  idea  (from  its  simplicity, 
and  its  being  an  article  familiar  to  them)  that  it  Avill 
be  of  no  use.  This  will  not,  however,  be  allowed  to 
interfere;  exertions  will  effect  much. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Beaman,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.    &c.  Director  General. 
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No.  209. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiR^  Department,  22d  May  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4tli  instant,  I  have 
the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the 
Minister  for  the  War  Department,  the  Report  of  the 
Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Medical  Officers,  assemhled 
to  consider  the  propositions  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Civil  Surgeons  at  Smyrna  Hospital,  for  changing 
the  diets,  &c.,  in  military  hospitals. 

I  beg  to  add  that  I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  Board,  and  strongly  rcconniicnd 
that  any  articles,  wliich  may  not  be  provided  in  the 
already  established  scale  of  diet,  may  be,  when  they 
appear  desirable,  issued  to  the  sick  under  the  head  of 
Extras,  which  can  be  easily  eili?cted  if  the  alteration 
as  proposed  by  the  Board,  not  limiting  the  issue  of 
those  to  particular  diets,  be  sanctioned. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Deputy  Secretary  at  War,  Director  General. 

8cc.  kc. 


No.  210.  • 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medcical  Oflierat  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  ■      23d  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  100  tons 
of  ice,  intended  solely  for  the  use  of  the  sick  in 
the  hospitals  in  the  East,  will  shortly  be  dispatched 
from  this  country  for  Scutari,  on  board  the  ship 
"  City  of  Montreal;"  and  I  have  to  request  that  you 
will  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  secure  the 
best  means  in  j^our  power  to  have  it  kept  in  a  state  fit 
for  all  hospital  purposes. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  SjriTii, 

The  Principal  Medical  Otficer,        Director  General. 
cScc.  &c. 


No.  211. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Assist.  Surgeon  Raymond. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  23d  May  1855. 

TiiK  report  of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Portsmouth,  who  inspected  the  ship  "Lady  Eglinton," 
recently  arrived  Avith  invalids  under  your  medical 
care,  having  stated  that  there  Avas  a  want  of  general 
cleanliness  on  board,  I  have  to  direct  that  you  will 
explain  how  this  occurred,  and  what  measures  you 
took  to  remedy  a  state  of  matters  so  injurious  to  the 
well-being  of  the  sick  under  your  charge. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Assist.  Sursreon  Raymond,  Director  General. 

&c.  '  'kc. 


No.  212. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  "   24th  May  1855. 

With  reference  to  the  article  noted  in  the 
margin,*  a  small  supi)ly  of  which  has  been  sent  for 
trial,  1  liavc  tiie  honour  to  acquaint  jon  that  from 
experiments  inaile  in  this  office  it  appears  to  be 
highly  charged  with  chlorine,  and  either  by  the 
agency  of  the  moisture  present  in  an  apartment  the 
gas  is  slowly,  or  by  adding  a  little  water  it  is  quickly 
and  abundantly,  extricated. 


*  ^Medical  Supplies  per  "Eagle": — 
Collin's  deodorizing  and  disinfecting  powder,  200  lbs. 


I  need  scarcely  add  that,  when  the  smell  of  chlorine 
is  sensibly  difl'used  through  the  ward  or  room,  the 
vessel  containing  the  article  in  question  should  be 
wholly  or  partially  closed  for  the  time. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  213. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari. 
Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  24th  May  1855. 

I  PiAVE  to  request  you  will  desire  the  medical 
officers  in  charge  of  sections  of  the  hospitals  which 
are  under  your  superintendence  to  append  to  each 
weekly  return  furnished  to  this  department  remarks 
on  the  nature,  progress,  and  treatment  of  the  pre- 
vailing disease,  as  well  <i.s  of  cases  of  wounds. 

The  almost  total  want  of  professional  information 
of  the  kind  referred  to  has  frequently  placed  me  in 
a  most  perplexing  position;  for  on  inquiries  being 
made  and  reports  being  demanded  by  Parliament, 
there  are  not  any  records  in  this  office  to  illustrate 
the  causes  of  unhealthiness  and  mortality,  or  the 
means  of  answering  queries  respecting  modes  of 
treatment,  or  the  condition  of  convalescents  and  of 
men  leaving  Scutari. 

Hitherto  I  have  refrained  from  pressing  for  such 
reports,  being  afraid  of  overtaxing  the  medical 
officers,  or  of  trenching  upon  their  more  dii-ect  pro- 
fessional duties;  but  now  that  the  number  of  sick  and 
serious  cases  have  greatly  diminished,  while  the 
proportion  of  medical  officers  has  increased,  I  no 
longer  see  an  obstacle  to  obtaining  records  of  tlie 
sickness,  wounds,  and  fatal  cases  among  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  army  of  the  East  beyond  mere 
nominal  and  numerical  returns. 

I  feel  persuaded  that  the  medical  officers  will 
cheerfully  and  zealously  seize  every  opportunity  to 
second  your  endeavours  in  carrying  out  the  object 
referred  to,  to  supply  a  most  important  deficiency  in 
the  records  of  the  department,  the  existence  of  which 
has  become  a  reproach  to  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Tlie  Prin.  Medical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S. — Enclosed  in  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  tlie 
Minister  for  War  is  a  specimen  of  the  demand  for 
professional  information.  It  may  be  added,  too,  that 
weekly  reports  from  every  officer  in  general  charge 
in  the  Crimea  are  received  at  this  office. 


No.  214. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  3Iedical  Officer  at 
Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  24th  May,  1855. 

Ix  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  en- 
closing copies  of  communications  from  you  to  Lord 
William  Paulet,  relative  to  the  provision  of  hospital 
accommodation  for  the  sick  of  the  Sardinian  army, 
and  to  the  existence  of  cholera  in  Constantinople, 
&c.,  I  beg  that  you  will  make  every  effort  to  relieve 
the  hospitals,  so  that  the  number  necessarily  accommo- 
dated may  have  the  full  amount  of  space  which, 
according  to  established  s.anitary  doctrines,  should 
be  allotted  to  them. 

I  hope  ere  this  you  liaA  C  received  the  100  mai'quees 
sent  out,  and  also  the  two  iron  storehouses  which 
may,  should  you  see  fit,  be  a]ipropriated  to  hospital 
barrack  rooms  in  lieu  of  them  being  assigned  for  the 
I'eception  of  scores. 

II 
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appendd:  to  evidence  taken  before  the  commission  appointed  to  inquire 


I  trust  you  will,  with  the  aid  of  Lord  Paulet,  get  a 
portion  of  the  sick  yet  remaining  removed  to  some 
better  locality  than  Scutari,  as  the  circumstance  of 
the  proximity  of  the  vast  cemeteries  to  tlie  hospital 
must  he  regarded  as  an  unsatisfactory  featui-o  in  that 
site. 

Some  wooden  huts  on  a  more  favourable  spot 
might  be  quickly  got  up,  and  I  trust  that  the  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  made  to  transfer  as  many  of 
the  sick  as  possible  to  this  country  are  being  zealously 
carried  out  by  the  medical  officers,  as  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  full 
provision  of  ships  will  be  available  for  this  purpose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Prin.  Medical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  215. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Balaklava. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  24th  May  1855. 

Referring  to  your  report  to  Lord  Raglan  of  7th 
instant,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  brought 
permanently  to  the  notice  of  the  Minister  for  War 
that  portion  of  it  which  presents  so  painful  a  feature 
of  the  suiferings  of  men  of  certain  corps  from  the 
most  inadequate  amount  of  rest  and  sleep  they  are 
permitted  to  enjoy.  Although  I  have  adopted  this 
step,  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  every  measure 
calculated  to  meet  such  a  state  of  things  will  be  taken 
on  the  spot;  yet  I  need  scarcely  say  how  anxious  I  am 
on  this  subject,  or  how  deeply  I  feel  the  importance 
of  your  continued  vigilance  being  directed  to  prevent,^ 
by  reiterated  representations  to  the  Field  Marshal,  if 
necessary,  a  continuance  or  recurrence  of  what  must, 
if  unchecked,  sap  fatally  the  efficiency  of  the  army 
by  exhausting  its  physical  power,  and  rendering  the 
men  worn  out  by  loss  of  rest  and  sleep,  an  easy  prey 
to  any  epidemic  influence  which  may  exist. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Prin.  Medical  Officer,    "         Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  216. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  24th  May  1855. 

I  FEEL  it  my  imperative  duty  to  transmit,  for  the 
information  of  the  Minister  for  War,  the  accompany- 
ing "  Extract from  a  report  dated  the  7  th  instant, 
of'^Dr.  Hall,  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the  Crimea, 
to  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan;  and  although  I  feel 
perfect  confidence  that  the  Field  Marshal  to  whom 
the  report  is  addressed  will  have  taken  measures  to 
remedy  the  evil  pointed  out,  I  cannot  permit  this 
occasion  to  pass  without  stating  as  my  decided 
opinion,  if  such  occurrences  are  permitted  to  take 
place,  that  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  will  soon 
have  no  army  to  fight  the  enemy,  nor  men  to  do  duty 
in  the  trenches  or  elsewhere. 

Cholera,  I  regret  to  find,  is  making  insidious 
advances  in  the  army,  and  should  it  become  epidemic, 
as  is  not  unlikely,  such  means  of  exhausting  the 
physical  powers  of  the  troops  as  want  of  a  proper 
amount  of  rest  and  sleep  will  render  men  amenable 
to  that  deadly  disease,  who  under  more  favourable 
circumstances  would  be  fully  equal  to  resist  its 
assaults.  No  men,  unless  under  temporary  and 
unavoidable  circumstances,  should  have  less  than 
two  of  every  three  nights  in  bed, — indeed  three  out 
of  every  four  would  be  nearer  to  that  amount  of  rest 
•which  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
health  and  vigour. 


Nothing  affecting  the  condition  and  well  being  of 
the  troops  in  the  East,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances, deserves  more  serious  consideration  than  the 
subject  now  brought  under  Lord  Panmure's  notice  ; 
and  I  again  earnestly  recommend  attention  to  it, 
feeling  as  I  have  already  stated,  should  it  be  disre- 
garded, that  the  General  in  command  Avill  soon  be 
hampered  more  seriously  by  the  ravages  of  disease 
than  by  the  casualties  of  Avar. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


(Extract.) 

"  In  the  Second  Division  there  has  been  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  number  of  admissions,  and  a  decided 
diminution  of  the  number  of  deaths,  which  has  fallen 
from  25  to  9;  but  Dr.  Wood,  the  superintending 
surgeon,  mentions  that  some  few  cases  of  diarrhcea 
have  shown  suspicious  symptoms  of  cholera  purging, 
but  as  yet  no  actual  cases  of  that  disease  have 
occurred  in  the  2d  Division.  He  also  states  that  the 
duty  bears  hard  on  the  men,  as  they  have  only  three 
nights  out  of  five  in  bed. 

"  In  the  3d  Division  this  is  still  more  remai'kable, 
as  the  surgeon  of  the  39th  states  that  the  men  of  his 
regiment  have  been  on  duty  every  other  night  ;  and 
the  surgeon  of  the  14th  mentions  an  instance  of  some 
men  who  were  named  for  duty  in  the  trenches  on  the 
3d  instant,  and  Avho  stated  that  if  sent  on  duty  that 
night,  it  Avould  make  their  fourth  night  out  of  bed. 
In  the  18th  and  50th  Regiments  men  are  reported  to 
be  on  duty  two  nights  out  of  five.  There  appears  to 
be  great  difference  between  regiments  and  great  want 
of  arrangement  in  thus  placing  men  three  or  four 
consecutive  nights  on  duty,  Avhich  is  apt  to  impair 
their  health  more  than  any  subsequent  temporary  rest 
can  repair." 

(Signed)       John  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  217. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  25th  May  1855. 

Observing  by  your  return  of  sick,  dated  10th 
instant,  that  each  man  in  hospital  at  Abydos  has  an 
allowance  of  "  about  600  cubic  feet  of  space,"  and 
that  there  were  54  unoccupied  beds  in  the  establish- 
ment, I  have  to  point  out  to  you  the  desirableness, 
now  that  warmer  weather  has  set  in,  of  distributing 
the  sick  in  such  manner  that  each  person  shall  have, 
if  jjossible,  1000  cubic  feet  of  S2)ace. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith. 
The  Prin.  Medical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  218. 

Dr,  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  25th  May  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  connnunication  of  the  12th 
instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Minister  for  the  AVar  Department,  the 
report  of  a  Board  of  medical  officers,  assembled  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  supplying  claret  to  the 
hospitals  of  the  army  in  the  East,  and  I  beg  to  add 
that  I  concur  in  the  opinion  therein  exj^ressed,  that  it 
does  not  seem  desirable  to  add  claret  to  the  wines  for 
use  in  the  hosj^itals  in  the  East. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Under  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 
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23d  May  1855. 

Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Medical  Officers  assem- 
bled by  order  of  the  Director  General,  Army 
and  Ordnance  Medical  Department,  to  examine 
and  report  on  an  otFer  of  Messrs.  Devaux  and  Co., 
to  supply  claret  for  use  in  Military  Hospitals. 
President: 

Dr.  Dumbrcck,  CB.,  Deputy  Inspector  General 
of  Hospitals. 

Members: 
H.  Pilleau,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
Dr.  Reid,  Staff  Surgeon,  2nd  do. 

The  Board,  having  carefully  considered  the  above 
proposition,  is  of  opinion  that  the  Avines,  such  as  port 
and  sherry,  in  use  in  the  hospitals  of  the  East  possess 
the  qualities  of  body  and  stimulating  jDOwers  which 
render  them  the  vinous  remedial  agents  to  be  pre- 
ferred ;  and  as  the  lighter  wines  of  the  Archipelago 
and  of  Asia  Minor  are  of  excellent  quality  and 
attainable  on  the  spot,  and  as  they  are  as  well  suited 
as  additions  to  the  meals  of  the  convalescents  as  the 
lighter  wines  of  France,  the  Board  does  not  see  any 
good  reason  for  recon)mending  that  the  claret  offered 
for  liospital  use  should  be  supplied. 

(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck. 

H.  Pilleau. 

F.  Reid. 


No  219. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  26th  May  1855. 

In  reference  to  the  gluten  granuli  of  Veron, 
proposed  to  be  supplied  as  an  addition  to  alimentary 
substances  in  use  in  the  army,  by  the  firm  of  Roy, 
Berger  and  Co.,  of  Paris,  I  liave,  in  forwarding  the 
proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Medical  Officers  on  the 
subject,  to  add,  for  the  information  of  the  Minister 
for  War,  as  my  opinion,  to  that  they  have  expressed, 
that,  prior  to  deciding  on  the  qualities  of  the  substance 
adverted  to,  it  will  be  necessary  that  a  sample  should 
be  forwarded  for  trial. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    A.  Smith. 

The  Deputy  Secretary  at  War, 
&c.  &c. 


23d  May  1855. 

Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Medical  Officers  assem- 
bled by  order  of  the  Director  General,  Army 
and  Ordnance  Medical  Department,  to  examine 
certain  documents  in  regard  to  the  gluten  granuli 
de  Veron,  Freres,  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
alimentary  substances  in  use  in  the  army  of  the 
East  by  the  firm  of  Roy,  Berger,  and  Veron,  a 
Paris,  Rue  de  Matle,  No.  58. 

President: 

Dr.  Dumbreck,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals. 

Members: 
H.  Pilleau,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
F.  Reid,  Staff  vSurgcon,  2d  Class. 

The  Board  have  attentively  considered  the  docu- 
ments above  referred  to  in  regard  to  the  form  of 
gluten  proposed  for  use,  but  it  can  form  no  idea 
of  the  value  of  the  article,  or  of  its  superiority  over 
similar  substances,  without  having  the  means  of 
testing  the  substance  itself;  it  accordingly  recom- 
mends that  a  small  quantity  of  the  gluten  granuli 
may  Ije  forwarded  for  trial  to  this  office. 

( Signed)       D.  Dumbreck. 

H.  Pilleau. 

F.  Reid. 


No.  220. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Miindy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  26th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  notify,  for  the  information 
of  the  Minister  for  War,  that  I  yesterday  received 
from  Dr.  Hall,  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea,  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  11th  instant, 
addressed  by  him  to  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  in 
which  he  states  that  cholera  had  during  the  previous 
seven  days  proved  fatal  to  sixteen  soldiers,  and 
further,  that  nineteen  cases  of  the  disease  were,  at 
the  above  date,  under  treatment  in  the  army.  The 
occurrence  in  so  short  a  period  of  so  large  a  number 
of  cases  gives  too  strong  grounds  for  fearing  that  this 
direful  malady  will  proljably  prove  the  scourge  of  the 
camp,  especially  during  the  coming  hot  season  ;  hence 
it  becomes  a  matter  for  grave  consideration  what 
steps  should  be  taken  should  further  experience  prove 
my  anticipations  to  be  well  founded. 

A  force  like  that  which  is  now  in  front  of  Sebas- 
topol,  concentrated  as  it  is  within  a  limited  area,  even 
with  every  advantage  which  the  utmost  sanitary  care 
can  effect,  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  escape 
without  much  sickness  and  mortality,  therefore  still 
less  can  such  an  escape  be  looked  for  when  many 
features,  the  result  of  jii'olonged  occupation  of  the 
site,  are  but  too  favourable  to  the  generation  and 
growth  of  the  influences  known  to  promote  most 
readily  the  extension  of  epidemic  disease. 

The  putrid  exhalations  from  the  decomposition  of 
dead  and  but  superficially  buried  animal  matter,  as 
well  as  from  human  and  animal  excrement,  and  from 
other  sources  which  it  is  to  be  feared  the  camps  will 
supply,  will  tend  very  materially  to  lower  the  scale 
of  health,  and  will  so  contaminate  the  atmosphere  as 
to  render  it  a  vehicle  especially  favoural)le  to  the 
diffiision  and  operation  of  epidemic  influences.  Super- 
added to  those,  the  over  bodily  exertion  which  the 
men  are  called  on  to  make  in  the  trenches,  exposed 
to  night  dews,  and  also  after  rain  liable  to  have  their 
feet  and  part  of  their  legs  immersed  in  mud,  will  no 
doubt  prove  most  fertile  sources  of  cholera  ;  and  if 
under  such  circumstances  the  disease  now  threatening 
to  become  epidemic  should  assume  such  form,  it  is 
impossible  to  regard  without  dread  the  too  probable 
results  which  would  follow  such  a  pestilential 
visitant. 

The  necessities  of  war,  that  is,  the  necessity  for 
continuing  to  occupy  so  unfavourable  a  position,  I 
cannot  of  course  judge  of,  nor  is  it  perhaps  within 
my  province  to  remark  on,  but  it  certainly  is  within 
my  province,  in  consequence  of  what  has  been 
reported,  to  make  known  my  fears  in  regard  to  the 
foregoing  subject;  and  I  should  be  wanting  in  my 
duty  did  I  not  do  so,  and  further  urge  the  necessity 
of  having  the  pi'ogress  of  this  threatening  disease 
very  carefully  watched,  as  I  feel  how  requisite  it  is 
that  some  25lan  should  be  pre-arranged  to  meet  the 
possible  contingency,  should  the  malady  become  so 
prevalent  as  to  endanger,  as  it  would,  the  efficiency, 
nay,  more,  the  very  existence  of  the  army. 

A  copy  of  Dr.  Flail's  letter  to  Lord  Raglan,  which 
has  appeared  to  me  to  warrant  the  preceding  remarks, 
is  herewith  forwarded. 

I  have  called  Dr.  Hall's  special  attention  to  the 
great  danger  to  which  I  believe  the  army  is  at  this 
moment  exposed,  and  to  the  necessity  which  exists 
for  every  precautionary  measure  being  adopted. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         A.  S.mitii, 
Colonel  ^lundv.  Director  General. 

J*cc.        &c.  ■  ' 

P.S. — Since  the  above  letter  was  Avritten  I  have 
received  the  copy  of  another  communication  addressed 
by  Dr.  Hall  to  Lord  Raglan,  dated  the  14th  instant, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract  : — 

"  I  regret  to  have  to  add,  that  since  this  return 
was  closed  spasmodic  cholera,  which  forms  an  item 
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in  it,  ■  has  considerably  increased,  and  as  many  as 
18  deatns,  and  52  cases  under  treatment,  have  been 
reported  during  the  last  24  hours.  The  4th,  includ- 
ing the  Buffs,  and  71st,  the  2nd,  and  the  light 
division,  and  B,  C,  and  P  batteries  of  artillery,  have 
suffered  most,  but  as  yet  the  disease  can  hardly  be 
said  to  exist  in  the  cavalry  1st  and  3d  divisions,  nor 
in  the  siege  train  ;  this  exemption,  ho-\vever,  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  will  not  be  of  any  very  long 
duration." 


received  a  communication  from  Lord  Panmure,  stat- 
ing that  15  cases  of  preserved  vegetables  have  been 
shipped  on  board  the  "  Westbrook  "  at  Deptford  for 
vScutari,  and  consigned  to  "  The  Purveyor-in-Chief 
at  the  British  Hospital,  Scutari." 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  221. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Surgeon,   Regiment, 

(Circular.) 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiR^  Department,  27th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  a  patterji 
of  a  "field  dressing,"  as  specified"  on  the  margin,* 
has  been  prepared  and  sealed  in  this  office,  and  that 
it  has  been  decided  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  that  the  article  referred  to  shall  form  part  of 
the  kit,  and  be  carried  on  the  person  of  every  non- 
commissioned officer  and  soldier  serving  in  the  field, 
as  a  means  of  first  dressing  for  wounds,  available  for 
use  at  all  times  and  in  all  places. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  there  is  to  be  at  all 
times  in  your  charge,  as  part  of  your  hospital  equip- 
ment, such  a  supply  of  the  field  dressings  as  will 
enable  you  to  replace  any  deficiency  caused  by  these 
articles  having  been  taken  for  use,  and  that  the 
supply  is  to  be  kept  up,  by  requisitions  made  by  you, 
on  the  Quartermaster  General's  department. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Surgeon,  Director  General. 

 Regiment. 

Mem. — This  circular  is  to  be  preserved  in  the 
guard  book  for  the  information  of  the  regimental 
medical  officers. 


No.  222. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  28th  May  1855. 

I  regret  to  observe  that  cholera  is  spreading  in 
the  army  in  the  Crimea.  I  hope  you  will  find  it 
possible,  without  any  injustice  to  the  sick  in  the 
hospitals  under  your  charge,  to  furnish  Dr.  Hall  with 
additional  medical  ofiicers  should  he  require  them. 

The  last  return  received  in  this  office  shows  that 
1561  patients  were  under  treatment  in  the  hospitals 
at  Kululie,  Scutari,  &c.,  a  number  which  can  scarcely 
require  for  its  attendance  all  the  medical  officers  now 
doing  duty  at  those  stations. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  you  on  this  subject  by 
the  first  mail  after  you  receive  this  communication. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  223. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Aledical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  28tli  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  Purveyor-in-Chief,  that  I  have 


*  Specification  of  soldiers'  field  dressing  : — 

Bandape  of  fine  c;:lieo.  4  yurds  lonsr.  ^  inches  ^vide. 
Fine  lint,  3  inches  wide,  12  inches  loug. 
Poldeil  tiat,  mid  fastened  by  four  pins. 


No.  224. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  28th  May  1855. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  observe,  in  your 
letters  to  Lord  Eaglan  of  the  11th  and  14th  instant, 
the  alarming  extension  of  cholera  in  the  army;  and  I 
must  say  I  fear,  from  Avhat  has  already  occurred,  that 
should  the  force  be  kept  in  its  present  position,  and 
under  existing  circumstances,  that  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  apprehend  that  such  a  loss  of  life  may  be 
the  result  as  to  leave  his  Lordship  no  men  to  fight  the 
enemy,  or  do  duty  in  the  camp  and  trenches. 

In  such  a  state  of  things  all  your  vigilance  will  be 
required,  and  you  must  impress  on  the  medical  officers 
the  necessity  for  an  active  and  incessant  supervision 
on  their  part,  so  that  you  may  be,  by  their  watchful 
exertions,  kept  fully  informed  on  every  point  con- 
nected Avith  this  subject  calculated  to  further  the 
23erformance  of  your  duties. 

The  intelligence  which  e^ery  mail  ^vill  bring  to 
this  covnitry  will  be  looked  for  with  the  utmost 
anxiety,  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  you  will  not 
fail  to  furnish  that  much  desired  information  to  the 
fullest  extent  that  circumstances  Avill  admit  of. 

I  have  forwarded  a  very  strong  letter  on  this 
subject  to  the  Minister  for  War,  in  which  I  have 
expressed  my  fears  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  sug- 
gested that  there  should  exist  some  preconcerted 
arrangement  Avhich  will  permit  of  some  important 
local  stejjs  being  taken  should  the  disease  assume  the 
virulent  form  which  I  fear  it  is  likely  to  do. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  225. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  30th  May  1855. 

I  HAA^E  the  honour  to  notify  to  you  the  shipment 
on  board  the  "  Eagle "  for  conveyance  to  Balaklava 
direct  of  a  case  specially  addressed  to  you,  and  as  to 
be  opened  in  your  presence. 

This  box  contains  a  quantity  of  a  mixture,  put  up 
in  small  bottles,  said  to  possess  extraordijiary  virtues 
in  the  cure  of  diarrhoea  and  cholera. 

As  I  am  desirous  that  a  trial  of  the  medicine  in 
question  should  be  made,  and  its  efficacy  tested,  I  have 
to  request  you  will  intrust  its  administration  to 
medical  officers  more  than  usually  interested  in  putting 
new  remedies  to  the  test,  and  accustomed  carefully  to 
distinguish  the  real  nature  of  the  diseases  alluded 
to,  and  of  the  powers  of  remedial  agents  in  their 
treatment. 

As  soon  as  sufficient  experience  has  been  brought 
to  bear  on  the  question,  I  have  to  request  you  will 
favour  me  with  a  report  of  the  i-esults  thereof,  stating 
in  what  degree  the  remedy  now  sent  out  is  superior 
or  inferior  to  other  curative  means  employed  in  those 
diseases. 

Should  the  report  of  the  trials  be  in  favour  of  the 
remedy  now  forwarded,  I  shail  lose  no  time  in  for- 
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warding  a  note  of  its  composition,  wliich  I  am  not  at 
present  permitted  to  do  by  tlie  prescriber. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Sjiith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  226. 

Dr.  Siiiifh  tn  the  Depufi/  Secretari/-at-  War. 

Armv  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  "30tli  May  18o5. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit,  lor  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Minister  for  War,  the  enclosed  copies  of 
letters  from  the  Crimea*  on  the  want  of  hospital 
attendants,  and  I  beg  to  recommend  that  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  enlisting  men  who  would  be  suitable 
for  the  performance  of  the  duties  required  of  sucli 
persons. 

With  regard  to  the  scheme  for  the  formation  of  a 
corps  for  hospital  service,  communicated  in  your 
letter  of  the  lltli  instant,  ■'-^^  Avliich  has  had  my 
careful  consideration,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  Avith 
some  extension,  and  a  few  alterations,  it  will  sup- 
ply all  the  wants  I  contemi)lated  when  I  originally 
suggested  the  formation  of  such  a  corps  in  November 
or"Deceml>er  last.  .Judging  from  the  scheme  now 
under  consideration,  it  appears  to  me  that  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  the  discharge  of  a  most 
important  duty  Avliich  ought  to  attach  to  tlie  corps  in 
([uestion,  namely,  the  removal  of  sick  and  wounded 
iVom  the  field  of  battle.  In  my  plan  that  was  a  most 
prominent  item,  though  perhaps  never  fully  developed, 
in  consequence  of  tlie  contemplated  measure  having, 
soon  after  it  Avas  incompletely  organized,  been 
abandoned,  at  least  as  far  iis  my  share  in  it  Avas 
concerned. 

Had  that  plan  been  proceeded  Avith,  I  Avas  prepared 
to  show  Avhat  in  my  opinion  slionld  have  been  the 
strength  and  constitution  of  the  corps,  ar,d  if  the 
opportunity  had  been  afforded  me  I  should  have 
])roi)0.^ed  the  foUoAving  : — 

1st.  That  the  corps  consist  of  1,000  men,  emlirac- 
ing,  in  due  proportion,  steAvards,  assistant 
stewards,  issuers,  co(jks,  assistant  cooks,  Avard- 
nuisters,  assistant  Avardmasters,  barbers,  order- 
lies, and  a  certain  number  of  artificers. 
2nd.  To  have  600  of  tlu^  number  apportioned  for 

hospital  duties,  and  400  assigned  for  the  field. 
3rd.    That  the  corps  to  l)e  officered  by  1  major, 
1  captain,  and  10  sul>alterns,  6  lieutenants,  and 
4  ensigns,  all  of  Avhom  had  risen  from  the  ranks, 
as  less  likely  to  be  too  sensitive,  or  apt  to  take 
umbrage  at  the  light  in  Avhich  their  position  and 
duties  might  be  viewed,  and  perhaps  remarked 
on,  by  the  officers  of  the  more  strictly  combatant 
class,  or  the  other  branches  of  the  service. 
4th.  The  nntjor  to  have  tlie  general  command  of 
the  corps,  liut  more  especially  that  division  of  it 
allotted  to  hospital  duties,  and  his  station  should 
be  at  the  estaljlishmeiit  Avhere  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  his  men  might  be  employed  ;  the  captain 
to  haA  C  the  immediate  command  of  the  men  in 
the  field,  and  the  subalterns  to  be  detailed,  as  the 
interests  of  the  service  might  from  time  to  time 
ajipear  to  require.    Subalterns,  hoAA'ever,  ahvays 
to  be  present  in  the  field  in  the  proportion  of  one 
to  each  100  men,  to  have  the  command  of  these, 
and  be  responsible  that  they  discharge  their 
important  duties  Avitii  zeal  and  efficiency. 
This  division  of  the  corps  I  have  all  along  consi- 
dered, aided  by  the  bandsmen  and  drummers,  Avould 
cffi'ct  the  removal  of  the  sick  and  Avounded  to  the 
ambulance  waggons,  or  elsewhere,  and  the  officers 
Avould  have  tiie  military  charge  of  the  several  means 


*  Letter  from  Dr.  Hall  to  Director  General,  dated  7th  Jlay 
18.)3. — Tycttcv  from  Dr.  Hall  to  I^Iajor-G^'neral  Estcoui  t.  dated 
(Uh  Jlay  18r)5. — Letter  from  Stalf  Surgcnii  Matthew  to  rrincipal 
MLdieal  Officer,  Ualaklava,  6th  ^May  IS.)5. — Letter  from  SUitf 
burgeon  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall,  dated  Balaklava,  .ith  May  1S.55. 


of  transport,  and  of  Avhat  hospital  stores,  medical 
comforts,  &c.  &e.  should  be  Avith  the  army. 

These  are  a  fcAv  of  the  remarks  I  am  at  present 
prepared  to  make,  and  if  they  are  entertained  I 
earnestly  recommend  that  no  time  should  be  lost,  and 
that  the  individuals  to  compose  the  future  corps 
should  l)e  immediately  enlisted,  and  no  one  should 
be  permitted  to  enter  it  Avho  cannot  read  and  Avrite, 
and  further  produce  testimonials  showing  him  gene- 
rally to  enjoy  robust  healtli,  to  be  of  mild  temper, 
kind  disposition,  and  of  steady  and  regular  habits. 

The  purveying  department  AviU  require  to  be  con- 
sulted as  to  Avliat  ouglit  to  be  the  duties  of  the 
stcAvards,  assistant  stcAvards,  issuers,  cooks,  and 
assistant  cooks. 

The  medical  department  Avill  supply  regulations  for 
the  guidance  of  the  Avardmasters,  assistant  Avard- 
masters, barbers,  and  orderlies,  and  I  Avill  furnish 
those  long  before  the  corps  can  be  ready  to  assume  its 
operations.  The  opinions  of  the  medical  board  Avill 
assist  materially  in  supplying  a  comjirehensive  and 
satisfactory  code  of  regulations,  and  I  liaAO  already 
taken  steps  to  obtain  such,  so  far  as  I  have  the  means 
of  doing. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Dep.  Secretary  at  War,  Director  General. 

&c.  iijc. 


No.  227. 

Dr.  Smith  to  tlic  Deputy  Secretary  at  JJ'ar. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sh;,  Department,  2d  June  18.5o. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  April  1855, 
No.  — ^.'JY  ",  I  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  tlie  Avringing  machine  referred  to  therein  as 
under  preparation  for  the  lios])ital  at  Balaklava,  has 
beeit  shipped  on  lioard  the  "  Eagle  "  steamer  Avhicli 
sailed  for  Balaklava  this  day. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Dep.  Secretary  at  War, 
ike.  &c. 


No.  228. 

Dr.  Sinith  to  the  Vhairmaii  o  f  the  Transport  Board. 

Army  and  Ordnance  IMedical 
SiK,  Department,  2d  June  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  that  a  sailing  vessel 
to  cany  about  350  tons  (measurement)  of  peat  char- 
coal and  medical  comforts,  &c.,  may  be  allotted  me 
for  Balaklava  as  early  as  possible,  and  that  she  may 
be  ordered  into  the  Wapping  Basin,  London  Docks,  to 
take  in  her  cargo. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Tlie  Chairman,  Transport  Board,      Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  229.  (13uplicate). 


No.  230. 

Dr.  Sin  ith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  iledical 
Siii,  Department,  2d  June  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  lionour  to  transmit,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  a  return 
.shoAving  the  number  of  cases  of  cholera  occurring  in 
the  British  force  before  Sebastopol,  aamitted  into 
liospital  on  the  14th,  loth,  16tli,  and  18th  May,  and 
the  deaths  from  that  disease  during  the  same  period. 
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Dr.  Hall  states,  that  some  cases  of  cholera  have 
occurred  in  the  Sardinian  contingent,  and  the  disease 
is  also  prevailing  the  French  army. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  231. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  4th  June  1855. 

Having  observed,  in  the  report  of  the  senior 
medical  officer  of  the  4th  Division  for  the  week  ended 
12th  May,  a  remark,  as  quoted  in  the  margin*,  rela- 
tive to  the  want  of  tartaric  acid  and  sesquicarbonate 
of  soda  in  his  division,  I  have  the  honour  to  request 
you  will  forward  an  explanation  on  the  subject,  em- 
bracing the  following  points: — 

Whether  the  want  referred  to  existed  in  all  the 
field  hospitals,  as  well  as  in  the  medical  store  of  the 
division. 

Whether  any  and  what  requisitions  for  the  articles 
named  had  been  sent  by  medical  officers  in  charge  of 
hospitals,  and  by  the  senior  medical  officers  of  the 
divisions.  The  date  of  such  requisitions,  and  to 
Avhom  and  when  forwarded. 

What  quantities  of  the  articles  in  question  were 
remaining  in  store  at  Balaklava  during  the  week  in 
question,  and  what  quantity  at  the  termination  of  the 
previous  week. 

If  the  supply  of  them  had  been  exhausted,  date  of 
last  issue  from  store,  and  date  of  requisition  on  Scutari 
to  replenish. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  232. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Wood,  2d  Division. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  5th  June  1855. 

Having  observed  in  the  documents  forwarded  to 
me  from  the  War  Department,  relative  to  an  inquiry 
into  the  alleged  total  lack  of  quinine  during  a  portion 
of  April  last  in  the  regimental  and  divisional  medical 
stores  of  the  army  before  Sebastopol,  that  you  have 
stated  that  on  the  occasion  in  question  you  were  in- 
formed by  your  dispenser  that  there  was  no  quinine 
in  the  medical  store  of  your  division,  and  none  in  store 
at  Balaklava,  and  that  thereupon  you  made  no  repre- 
sentation on  the  subject  to  any  superior  medical 
authority. 

At  this  very  time,  moreover,  it  appears  that  want 
of  quinine  in  the  95th  Eegiment  had  existed  for  about 
ten  days,  that  this  want  had  been  reported  to  you  by 
Staff  vSurgeon  Langley,  and  that  it  was  within  your 
knowledge,  that  during  the  period  alluded  to  there 
were  "  probably  in  the  hospital  of  that  corps  50  fever 
cases,  all  urgently  requiring  quinine,  or  some  substi- 
tute for  that  medicine." 

Nevertheless,  although  it  was  your  bounden  duty 
to  exhaust  every  means  and  try  every  effort  to  obtain 
a  supply  of  that  or  other  similar  medicine  for  your 
divisional  store,  and  for  use  in  the  regiments  under 
your  medical  superintendence,  and  although,  as  ap- 
pears from  other  evidence,  there  was,  at  the  very  time 
in  which  that  article  was  so  urgently  required  in  cer- 
tain corps  of  your  division,  a  large  surplus  available 
for  use  in  the  other  divisions  of  the  army,  yet  you 


admit  that  you  made  no  representation  on  the  subject 
to  any  superior  medical  authority. 

Had  you  done  so,  there  would  doubtless  have  been 
made  a  re-distribution  of  the  medicine  in  question, 
and  that  available  for  use  would  have  been  issued  to 
you  for  administration  to  the  95th,  and  the  battery 
of  artillery  attached  to  your  division. 

It  certainly  appears  to  me  very  surprising,  that 
under  such  circumstances  you  satisfied  yourself  Avith 
the  reply  of  the  dispenser.  Was  it  not  your  duty  to 
have  verified,  or,  at  least,  sought  some  confirmation 
of  his  statement  ?  And  in  regard  to  a  want  of  an 
important  medicine  in  your  division,  was  it  not  your 
bounden  duty,  as  senior  medical  officer  of  the  divi- 
sion, to  represent  the  matter,  and  communicate  the 
information  you  had  received  from  the  dispenser  to 
the  inspector  general  of  hospitals,  in  order  to  the 
remedying  the  want  with  the  least  ^wssible  delay  ? 

I  regret  much  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  observ- 
ing that,  as  the  case  now  stands,  by  your  own  admis- 
sion, you  appear  to  me  to  have  shown  in  the  matter 
in  question  a  great  want  of  forethought  and  energy, 
as  well  as  a  deficiency  of  regard  for  the  interests  of 
the  sick  of  your  division  and  the  credit  of  your 
department. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Wood,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  233. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Quartermaster  General. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  5th  June  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  information 
of  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief,  the  copj^  of  a 
letter  from  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Ports- 
mouth, to  third  paragraph  of  Avhich  communication 
I  beg  to  direct  particular  attention,  as  it  appears  that 
the  troops  have  been  badly  supplied  with  provisions 
during  the  voyage  from  Scutari  to  this  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Quartermaster  General,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  234. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  2\st  Foot. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  5th  June  1855. 

Having  observed,  in  the  documents  forwarded 
to  me  from  the  War  Department  relating  to  an  in- 
quiry on  the  alleged  total  lack  of  quinine  in  the 
regimental  and  divisional  medical  stores  of  the  army 
before  Sebastopol  during  a  portion  of  March  last,  that 
it  has  been  stated  by  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  of 
the  4th  Division  that  there  was  at  the  time  in  question 
a  want  of  quinine  in  your  regimental  hospital  ;  that, 
there  being  none  of  that  medicine  at  the  time  in  the 
divisional  medical  store,  he  had  offered  to  you  di- 
sulphate  of  cinchonine  as  a  substitute  for  it,  and 
that  you  had  declined  to  accept  of  the  substitute; 

In  reference  to  this  matter,  I  have  to  request  you 
will  furnish  me  with  the  least  possible  delay  Avith 
copies  of  any  requisitions  or  representations  you 
made  at  the  time,  and  also  with  an  explanation  for 
your  having  refused  to  give  to  your  sick  affected  with 
fever  the  benefit  of  using  the  best  substitute  for 
quinine,  the  cinchonine,  Avhich,  from  repeated  and 
careful  trials,  has  been  Ibund,  in  antiperiodic  virtues, 
to  be  second  only,  and  but  little  inferior,  to  quinine. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Surgeon  in  charge  of  Director  General, 

the  21st  Foot. 


*  "  Tartaric  acid  and  carbonate  of  soda  have  been  wanting 
this  week." 
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No.  235. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Surgeon  Duvies,  49th  Foot. 

Army  and  Oi'dnaiice  Medical 
Sir,  Uepartment,  6th  June  18.55. 

Having  observed,  in  certain  documents  sent  to 
me  from  tlie  War  Department  relating  to  an  inquiry 
on  the  alleired  total  lack  of  quinine  in  the  regimental 
and  divisional  medical  stores  of  the  army  before 
Sebastopol  during  a  part  of  April  last,  that  you  have 
stated  that  your  hospital  was  two  days  without 
quinine  (al)out  the  18th  or  19tli)  ;  that  there  was  not 
any  of  that  medicine  at  the  time  in  the  divisional 
store  ;  and  that  you  got  a  small  quantity  of  disul- 
phate  of  cinchonine  instead,  and  quinine  from  a. 
private  liand, — in  reference  to  this  point,  I  have  to 
request  you  will  inform  me  whether  you  took  any 
other  steps  than  those  mentioned  to  obtain  quinine 
for  the  sick  of  your  corps  at  the  time  when  you  were 
unsupplied  from  the  divisional  store;  for,  as  it  appears 
there  was  a  considerable  surplus  (exceeding  20 
pounds)  at  that  very  time  in  the  other  regimental  and 
divisional  medical  stores,  it  seems  to  me  strange  that 
tlie  surgeon  of  a  regiment  should  not  have  obtained 
a  portion  of  that  surplus  of  the  public  stores  in 
preference  to  drawing  on  a  private  source. 

Further,  you  have  stated  that  you  never  had  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  quinine  to  administer  as  a  pro- 
phylactic of  fever,  a  mode  of  using  it  which  you 
considered  very  necessary  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  many  of  the  men  of  your  corps  were  placed. 

With  regard  to  this  matter,  I  have  to  request  you 
will  favour  me  with  copies  of  any  requisitions  and 
representations  you  made  with  a  view  to  obtain 
quinine  in  sufficient  quantity  for  the  purpose  speci- 
fied ;  for  I  cannot  understand  why  that  medicine 
should  not  have  been  placed  at  your  disposal,  had  you 
applied  for  it  and  urged  its  necessity,  with  equal 
readiness  and  in  equal  quantity  as  in  the  case  of  most 
of  the  i-eginients  of  the  1st  Division. 

I  find,  on  referring  to  the  reports  of  the  principal 
medical  officer  of  that  division,  that  for  several  weeks 
Iw'fore,  as  well  as  during,  the  very  period  to  which 
you  refer,  (juinine  Avas  freely  used  as  a  propliylactic 
in  several  cor])s  of  that  division. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Surgeon  Davies,  Director  (general, 

kc.  &c. 


No.  236. 

Dr.  Siiiiih  lit  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sii:,  Department,  7th  June  1855. 

!  \  rfi)ly  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  T  have 
ihe  iiononr  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the 
Minister  for  War,  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
medical  ]>oard  assembled  to  consider  the  probable 
efficiency  of  the  cordial  mixture  which  Miss  Fer- 
nandez considers  a  remedy  for  cholera  ;  and  I  beg  to 
add,  that  I  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Board  on  this  subject,  as  tliere  can  be  no  sounder 
])rinciple  than  that  which  excludes  from  militaiy 
practice  remedies,  whether  for  external  application 
or  internal  use,  the  composition  of  which  is  un- 
divulged. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Tender  Secretary  for  War.  Director  General. 


No.  237. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  7th  June  1855. 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  you  that  five  pounds  of  ergotine, 
for  trial  in  the  hospitals  at  Scutari,  will  be  shortly 
forwarded  with  other  supplies  now  waiting  shipment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  memorandum  of  the 
chief  modes  of  employing  the  remedy  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Offi.cer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  238. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  7th  June  1855. 

In  reference  to  the  jiroposition  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Maine,  of  7,  Union  Court,  addressed  to  the  Minister 
for  War,  and  herewith  returned,  in  regard  to  sup- 
2)lying  gelatine  for  use  in  the  hospitals  of  the  East, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  proceedings  of  a 
medical  board  assembled  to  consider  this  subject  ; 
and  I  beg  to  add,  that  I  concur  in  the  recommendation 
therein  conveyed,  and  I  have  ordered  1  cwt.  of  this 
substance  to  be  forwarded  to  the  hospitals  of  the  East 
for  trial  and  report  thereon. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundj',  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  239. 

Dr. Smith  to  the  Principal  3IedicalOfficer  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  8th  June  1855. 

It  having  been  reported  that  five  cases  of 
cholera  occurred  among  the  invalids  on  lioard  the 
ship  "  Black  Prince  "  on  her  voyage  from  Scutari  to 
Malta,  four  of  which  proved  fatal,  and  as  these 
seizures  are  ascribed  to  the  use  of  unripe  fruits,  in 
which  the  men  were  jiermitted  to  indulge  after 
embarkation  and  while  lying  off  Scutari,  I  have  to 
request  that  you  Avill  represent  to  Lord  W.  Paulet 
how  desirable  it  is  that  stringent  measures  should  be 
adopted  in  future  to  keep  from  within  the  reach  of 
men  so  situated  aught  of  a  kind  calculated  to  prove 
detrimental  to  them. 

Boats  engaged  in  hawking  unripe  fruit  and  othpr 
articles  should  be  interdicted  appi'oaching  vessels 
conveying  sick. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Tlie  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 

^<iC.  &c. 


No.  240. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War, 

Ai'my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  8th  June  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Minister  for  War,  the  copy  of  a  letter 
addi-essed  by  2nd-Class  Staff  Surgeon  Trench*  to  the 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals  at  Malta.  In  refe- 
rence to  this  communication,  I  am  inclined  to  suspect 
that  the  cholera,  in  the  instances  alluded  to,  was  the 


*  2d  Class  Staff  Surgeon  French,  M,D.,  Malta,  24tli  May  1855. 
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result  of  the  irregularities  in  question,  and  I  have 
wi'itten  to  Inspector  General  Gumming  to  recom- 
mend to  Lord  William  Paulct  the  adoption  of  measures 
which  -will  prevent  men  embarked  in  similar  circum- 
stances having  access  to  unripe  fruit. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  Wai-,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Minister  for  War, 
that  I  am  causing  to  be  printed  what  appears  of  value 
in  Mr.  Walker's  letter,  with  the  view  to  its  circu- 
lation among  the  medical  officers  serving  in  the  East. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  vSecretary  for  War,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  241. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  CumviiiKj. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  1 1th  June  ISoo. 

With  reference  to  a  supply  of  leeches,  which 
Avere  much  wanted  in  the  camp,  I  regret  to  have 
observed  a  note  by  Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals,  to  the  eftect  that  the  whole  number  (1,600) 
lately  before  sent  from  Scutari,  were  found  dead  on 
arrival  at  Balaklava,  in  consequence  of  the  store- 
keeper at  Scutari  having  had  them  put  up  in  closely- 
stoppered  bottles. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  call  on  Mr.  Joseph  for  an 
explanation  on  the  subject,  and  to  direct  that  greater 
care  and  judgment  must  be  exercised  in  regard  to 
future  issues  of  leeches  than  to  send  animals,  to 
which  air  is  a  necessary  of  life,  in  vessels  from  wliich 
the  access  of  air  has  been  carefully  excluded. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Gumming,  Director-General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  242. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  Ordnance  Office. 

Army  Medical  Dejjartment, 
Sir,  14th  June  1855. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  requi- 
sition for  hospital  stores  for  the  use  of  the  military 
liospitals  at  Scutari,  and  I  have  to  request  they  may 
be  got  ready  for  shipment  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Sec.  of  Ordnance  Office,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  243. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Assistant  Commissary  General 
HcnvMns. 

Camp,  3d  Division, 
Sir,  14th  June  1855. 

With  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  Commis- 
sary General  in  the  accompanying  correspondence,  I 
have  the  honour  to  request  you  will  be  good  enough 
to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  secure  the  means  of 
giving  fresh  milk  to  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the 
division  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  R.  Taylor, 

Deputy  Inspector  General, 
Assist.  Com.  Gen.  Hawkins.  3d  Division. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  244. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War, 

Array  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  14th  June  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  trans- 
mitting a  communication  from  Mr.  Chester  Walkei", 
of  St.  Louis  Mo.,*  I  beg,  in  returning  the  enclosure, 


No.  245. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  15th  June  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  under  present  circum- 
stances I  am  of  opinion  you  must  not  have  rigid 
reference  to  the  ordinary  military  hospital  economy. 
Whatever  is  likely  to  be  of  any  use  to  the  sick  must 
he  granted  without  the  necessity  of  precedents,  there- 
fore I  should  say,  if  champagne  wine  is  considered 
more  beneficial  than  other  articles,  it  ought  to  be 
given. 

I  certainly  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  authorize 
you  to  purchase  eau-de-cologne  and  lavender  water, 
unless  the  reasoning  of  those  who  require  them  makes 
it  clear  to  you  that  they  are  likely  to  pi-ove  more 
advantageous  than  otlier  deodorants  in  use  from  some 
superiority  they  possess  beyond  being  possibly  a  little 
more  agreeable  to  the  organs  of  smell. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  246. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  16th  June  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  enclosing  a  communica- 
tion to  Lord  Panmure  of  the  21st  ultimo  from  Lord 
William  Paulet,  the  Commandant  at  Scutari. 

I  beg,  in  reference  to  the  matter  contained  in  these 
documents,  earnestly  to  renew,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Minister  for  War,  my  recommendation  tliat 
every  practicable  efibrt  should  be  made  to  remove  to 
this  country,  from  Scutari,  all  sick  not  likely  to  reco- 
ver soon  in  the  hospitals  in  which  they  are  being 
treated. 

Cases  of  cholera  are  from  time  to  time  occurring 
in  these  establishments,  and  should  this  disease 
assume  an  epidemic  form,  the  loss  of  life  will  doubt- 
less be  very  great  from  tlie  opportunities  it  will  have 
of  working  its  ravages  on  men  reduced  by  jirevious 
disease. 

A  few  large  transports,  if  they  could  at  once  be 
made  available,  would  nearly  empty  the  hospitals  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Constantinople  ;  and  the  benefit 
which  would  accrue  to  the  sick,  by  their  removal  from 
the  localities  at  this  time,  Avould  be  very  great  indeed. 
1  Ijclieve  that  many  of  them,  if  embarked  for  Eng- 
land, oven  before  they  reached  a  port  in  this  country, 
Avould  attain  a  state  of  improved  health  far  superior 
to  that  Avhich  many  months  hospital  treatment  in 
Turkey  Avould  bring  about. 

Further,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  hospital  ships, 
tlie  "Tasmania"  and  the  "  Soldanha,"  will  be  appro- 
priated to  convey  sick  and  wounded  from  Balaklava 
direct  to  England,  and  that  neither  of  these  A'cssels 
A\'ill  ha  ve  occasion  to  deposit  any  of  the  men  embarked 
in  the  Crimea,  either  at  Scutari,  Kulalie,  or  Abydos. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


*  Chester  Walker,  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  8th  March  1854. 
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No.  247. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Messrs.  Savory  and  Sons,  New  Bond 
Street. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  20th  June  1S5'>. 

I  HAVE  to  request  you  will  procure,  for  despatch 
to  the  army  serving  in  the  field,  three  thousand 
(3,000  lbs.)  pounds  of  best  English  disulphate  of 
quinine. 

The  whole  of  this  supply  of  quinine  you  will  be 
required  to  furnish  in  fortnightly  instalments  of  37o 
pounds  each. 

Each  instalment  of  the  supply  must  l)e  ready  for 
shipment  on  10th  and  24th  of  every  month,  connnenc- 
ing  with  the  10th  July,  and  for  each  a  requisition 
shall  be  issued  from  this  office  in  due  course. 

The  quinine  to  be  packed  in  cases,  the  gross  weight 
of  each  of  which  must  not  exceed  100  lbs.,  and  to  l)e 
contained  in  bottles  or  in  square  tins  lined  with 
gutta  percha,  1  lb.,  2  11).,  and  4  lb.  in  each  in  equal 
proportions. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  Avhether  you 
will  undertake  to  furnish  the  supply  of  quinine,  as 
specified  in  this  letter,  for  the  special  service  named. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Messrs.  Savorv  and  Sons,  Director  General. 

&c.       "  )kc. 


No.  249. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  21st  June  1855. 

Observing  by  the  report  for  the  week  ended 
26th  ultimo,  that  much  sickness,  chiefly  fevers,  pre- 
vailed in  the  17th  Foot,  and  that  great  inconvenience 
hud  been  experienced,  and  no  little  mischief  was 
likely  to  result  from  the  want  of  sufficient  accommoda- 
tion for  the  sick  of  that  corps,  I  trust  you  have 
followed  up  the  repeated  applications  which  appear 
to  have  been  made  by  the  regimental  surgeon  and  by 
the  divisional  superintending  medical  officer  for  one 
or  two  additional  huts  to  supply  the  wants  which  had 
been  so  long  felt. 

And  I  persuade  myself  that  on  your  urgent  repre- 
sentation to  the  Field  Marshal  commanding  the  forces 
the  evil  complained  of  has  been  long  ago  remedied  in 
that  and  all  other  like  cases,  and  that  the  require- 
ments of  the  sick  and  wounded  have  in  every  respect 
been  promptly  met,  to  the  very  utmost  of  the  means 
and  resources  at  command. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Pi'in.  Medical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  248. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  20th  June  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Minister  for  War,  the  proceedings  of  a 
medical  l)oard  assembled  to  consider  the  alimentary 
properties  of  a  sanqile  of  the  gluten  granule  of 
Veron,  ])roposed  to  be  sent  to  the  seat  of  war  for  the 
use  of  tlie  sick  in  hos))ital;  and  as  I  concur  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  I  have  the  honour  to  recom- 
mend that  2  cwt.  of  the  above  substance  may  be 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  Balaklava  for  the  service  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  in  the  Crimea. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Sjhth, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c". 


PiiocEEDiXGS  of  a  Board  of  Medical  Officers  as- 
sembled bv  order  of  the  Director  (xeneral  Army 
and  Ordnance  Medical  Department  to  examine 
sanqiles  of  (he  gluten  granule  of  Vei'on,  proposed 
by  that  firm  in  conmumications  addressed  to  the 
Minister  for  War  as  an  addition  to  the  aliments 
in  use  in  the  hospitals  in  the  East. 

President: 

Dr.  Dumbreck,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals. 

Members: 

H.  Pillcau,  Esq.,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
Dr.  F.  Keid,  Stafi"  Surgeon,  2nd  Class. 

"  The  ])oard,  having  had  a  portion  of  the  above 
.gluten  granule  cooked,  finds  it  palatable,  and  likely 
lo  j)rove  a  welcome  addition  to  tlie  farinaceous  forms 
of  nutriment  in  use  in  the  hospitals  in  the  East. 

"  The  board  therefore  recounnends  that  a  sup])ly  of 
gluten  gran\ile  may  be  ]>rovidc(l  for  the  use  of  the  - 
sick  of  the  army  of  the  Ivist. 
(Signed)       "  D.  Dumukeok, 

Dep.  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

"H.  PiLEEAU, 

Start'  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
"  F.  Heid, 

Start'  Surgeon.  2nd  Class." 


No.  250. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Gumming. 

Army  Medical  Department 
Sir,  ■22nd  June,  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  among 
the  medical  stores  forwarded  to  Scutari,  per  "  Janet 
CroU "  steamer,  are  40  ]>ounds  of  liquor  ammoniae 
acet.  fort.,  made  exactly  according  to  the  formula  of 
Mr.  Jennings,  a  note  of  whose  supposed  remedy  for 
cholera  was  lately  forwarded  to  you. 

You  will  be  good  enough  to  forward  to  Balaklava, 
on  its  arrival  at  Scutari,  20  or  30  pounds  of  the 
medicine  referred  to. 

I  have,  8fc. 
(Signed)        A.  Ssiith, 
Dr.  Cumming,  Director  General. 

&c.      &c.  ■ 


No.  251. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department 
Sir,  23rd  June  1855. 

I  REQUEST  you  wiU  inform  me  if,  according  to 
your  views,  a  ration  of  butter,  say  two  ounces  daily 
per  man,  might  be  issued  with  advantage  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  army  in  front  of  vSebastopol. 

Persons  who  have  had  experience  under  circum- 
stances like  those  in  whicli  that  army  is  now  placed, 
are  of  opinion  it  would  prove  beneficial,  besides  being 
agreeable  to  the  palate. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Prin.  Medical  Oflicer,  Director  General. 

&c.  i<cc. 


No.  252. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hnll. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  25th  June  1855. 

Ox  the  29th  ultimo  1  received  a  communication 
from  Colonel  Jlundy,  written  by  order  of  the 
Minister  for  War,  and  forwarding  for  my  perusal  a 
lengthened  correspondence,  &c.,  relative  to  an  alleged 
deficiency  of  quinine  in  the  camp  before  Sebastopol, 
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and  also  to  a  total  want  of  that  medicine  in  the 
medical  store  at  Balaklava,  from  the  5th  March  to 
the  19tli  April  last,  and  in  the  same  letter  an  order 
to  communicate  to  you  Lord  Panmure's  opinion  in 
reference  thereto. 

I  4-eorct  that  the  occasion  for  such  remarks  should 
have  occurred,  and  I  sincerely  hope  you  Avill  take 
care  to  have  ahvays  in  store  more  than  is  necessary 
for  the  n:ie  of  the  sick  and  for  prophylactic  adminis- 
tration rather  than  less,  or  only  barely  sufiicient  for 
these  purposes. 

I  have  preferred  givino-  you  an  extract  from  the 
comnmnication  referred  'to  rather  than  my  own 
version  of  the  remarks  alluded  to. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 

(Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Pannmre,  dated. 

War  Department,  29th  May,  1855.) 
"  With  re"ard  to  quinine,  I  am  co  state  that  Lord 
Panmure's  attention  has  been  further  drawn  to  the 
deficiency  in  the  supply  of  it  by  a  report  which  his 
lordship  has  received  on  the  subject  from  Sir  J. 
McNeill,  of  which  and  of  its  enclosure  I  am  to  trans- 
mit to  you  herewith  copies,  and  in  doing  so  I  am  to 
request  that  you  will  inform  Dr.  Hall  that  his  lord- 
ship is  much  displeased  at  his  remissness  in  allowing 
the  supply  of  this  important  medicine  to  fall  short." 
(A  true  extract.) 

(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 


the  East,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  his  lordship's 
information,  that  since  the  date  of  my  last  communi- 
cation on  this  subject  (12th  ultimo),  and  in  addition 
to  the  large  quantities  therein  specified  as  having  been 
sent  to  the  Crimea,  as  being  in  store  at  Scutari,  and 
on  the  passage  thither,  I  have  caused  to  be  forwarded 
by  various  steamers  900  pounds  of  quinine  and  400 
pounds  of  amorphous  quinine  to  Balaklava  direct, 
l)esides  200  pounds  of  quinine  to  the  store  at  Scutari. 

And  further,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that, 
exclusive  of  300  pounds  to  be  shipped  for  Balaklava 
on  the  2d  proximo,  I  have  succeeded  in  engaging  one 
of  the  firms  which  supply  medical  stores  for  Ilei- 
Majesty's  army  to  furnish,  during  the  months  of 
July,  August,  September,  October,  and  Novemlier, 
1855.  3,000  pounds  of  pure  quinine,  to  be  delivered 
I'or  sliitmient  on  the  10th  and  24tli  of  each  of  the 
lour  first-named  moxths,  in  fortnightly  instalments  of 
5,C00  ounces  each,  and  the  remaining  8,000  ounces  in 
equal  portions  on  the  10th  and  24th  of  November,  for 
despatch  to  the  Crimea. 

The  supply  of  quinine  above  noted  is  calculated  to 
furnish  to  every  officer  and  soldier  of  a  force  of 
35,000  strong,  four  grains  of  quinine  per  diem,  for 
the  months  quoted  ;  and  I  beg  to  add  that  while  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  supply  far  exceeds  any  pos- 
sible demand  for  the  expensive  and  perishable  medi- 
cine in  question,  still  I  have  felt  myself  impelled  to 
take  measures  to  provide  it,  in  compliance  with  Lord 
Panmure's  repeated  and  urgent  injunctions  on  the 
subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  253. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari* 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Siij  Department,  27th  June,  1855. 

'  Among  the  numerous  formula  and  specifics  lor 
the  cure  of  cholera  and  kindred  diseases  brought  to 
my  notice  from  professional  and  non-professional 
sources,  there  is  one  emanating  from  the  latter 
channel,  the  virtues  of  which  have  been  insisted  on 
with  much  pertinacity,  namely,  charcoal  derived  from 
the  leather  on  the  animal  origin,  of  which  body  its 
supposed  efficacy  may  depend;  the  dose  of  this 
reduced  to  powder  is  about  half  a  small  teaspoonful, 
and  it  is  directed  to  be  taken  in  malt  liquor. 

Should  you  be  disijosed  to  attach  any  value  to  this 
remedy,  and  recommend  its  use  in  affi;ctions  of  the 
bowels,  I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  the  result  of  any  trial 
of  this  substance  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
character  referred  to. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Prin.  Medical  Officer,     '         Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  254. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
gjjj  Department,  28th  June  1855. 

'  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  with  enclosures 
relative  to  an  alleged  total  "  lack  of  ciuinine  "  in  the 
hospitals  of  the  British  force  before  Sebastopol, 
during  part  of  the  month  of  April  last,  as  reported  to 
Lord  ^Raglan  and  Lord  Panmure  by  Sir  John 
McNeill. 

With  reference  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
your  letter,  communicating  Lord  Panmure's  desire 
that  I  will  take  measures  forthwith  for  forwarding  an 
adequate  supply  of  quinine  for  the  use  of  the  army  of 


No.  255. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Brigadier  General  Paulet. 

Ai-my  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  29th  June  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for 
your  lordship's  information,  a  supplementary  invoice 
of  100  pounds  of  opium  powder,  supplied  for  the  use 
of  the  British  army  at  the  East,  and  despatched  per 
steamer  '•  Pioneer,"  which  left  Woolwich  for  Bala- 
klava on  the  26th  instant. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Brigadier  General  Paulet,  Director  General. 

'  8cc.  &c. 


No.  256. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  30th  June  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  I 
have  the  honour  to  state,  for  Lord  Panmure's  informa- 
tion, that  the  quantity  of  the  gluten  granule  of  Veron 
proposed  to  be  ordered  was  small,  because  it  has  not 
yet  been  ascertained  that  it  is  an  article  that  will 
prove  useful  to,  or  even  be  relished  by,  the  sick  soldier. 

Under  the  existence  of  such  justifiable  doubt,  a 
small  quantity  only  of  an  article  is  furnished  in  the 
first  instance  ;  and  if  it  is  afterwards  found  to  be 
desirable  to  continue  the  supply  in  consequence  of  its 
being  suitable  to  the  object  contemplated  on  its  intro- 
duction, a  larger  quantity  is  then  provided.  Should 
the  gluten  granule  be  approved  of,  much  beyond  ten 
cwt.  will  be  required. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c/ 


»  Similar  letter  sent  to  rrincipal  Medical  Officer,  Crimea. 
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No.  2o7. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
l^iR^  Department,  30th  June  185o. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  I  beg 
to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Minister  for  War, 
that  I  am  of  opinion,  after  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  subject,  that  M.  Soyer's  proposition  in  regard  to 
a  certain  modification  in  the  distribution  of  the  broth 
forming  part  of  the  diet  in  military  hospitals  is  worthy 
of  adoption,  as  this  plan  will  secure  that  the  broth 
shall  always  be  of  an  uniform  strength,  and  that  the 
quantity  served  to  individual  patients  shall  bear  a 
Just  proportion  to  the  amount  of  meat  belonging  to 
each  class  of  diet. 

If,  therefore,  the  Minister  for  War  Avill  be  pleased 
to  sanction  the  i)roposed  change,  I  beg  to  submit  that 
I  may  be  authorized  to  make  tlie  same  known  by  a 
circular  thereon  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  army. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dep.  Secretary  at  War,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  258. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Ai'my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  30th  June  1855. 

I  HEREWITH  append  a  formula,  to  the  efficacy  of 
which  in  the  treatment  of  diarrhoea,  the  almost 
invariable  precursor  of  cholera,  when  present  in  an 
epidemic  form,  a  medical  practitioner  of  London  has 
directed  my  attention.  This  gentleman  writes, — 
"  During  the  choleraic  epidemic  of  last  year  I  had 
"  ample"  proofs  of  tlie  efficacy  of  the  composition  in 
"  the  variety  of  cases  that  came  under  my  care, 
'•  when  I  thought  it  advisable,  and  did  arm  each 
"  of  my  patients  with  a  few  doses  to  carry  in  their 
"  pockets  in  case  of  an  attack,  which  was  the  means  in 
"  jnany  instances  of  at  once  restraining  the  diarrhoea." 

He  further  states, — "  I  consider  the  medicine  a 
"  desideratum  for  an  army  on  active  service  in  the 
"  instance  of  a  prevailing  choleraic  e]Mdemic,  as  well 
"  from  its  uniform  efficacy  as  its  simple  form. 
R.  Extracti  Arnicje,  grs.  v. 
Cupri  sulphatio,  grs.  i. 
MorphiiD  hydrochlor.,  grs.  ss. 
Pulv.  capsici,  grs.  iij. 
Fiant  pilulaj  duaj  sumendai  pro  re  nata. 
"  Tlie  above  on  any  threatening  of  cholera,  or  to 
"  check  its  premonitory  diarrhoea." 

I  have  directed  a  supply  of  the  extract  of  arnica 
to  be  forwarded  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  East, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed,  in  the  event  of  a 
trial  being  given  to  the  above  combination,  to  learn  if 
it  possesses  any  well-marked  power  of  controlling 
the  premonitory  symptoms  of  the  disease. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith. 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  i*cc. 


No.  259. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary-at-  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  2d  July  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
enclosing  a  memorandum  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
supplies  are  to  lie  ol^tained  for  the  hospital  of  the 
armv  in  the  East,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  in 
consetpience  of  Dr.  Hall  having  repeatedly  com- 
l)lained  of  the  difficulties  he  has  experienced  in 
obtaining  supplies  from  Scutari,  I  have  of  late,  since 
commodious  storehouses  have  been  established  at 
Balaklava,  had  supplies  ol'  uu-dical  comforts  sent 
direct  to  the  Crimea. 


As  this  ajjpears  in  contradiction  to  the  printed 
memorandum  above  referred  to,  I  have  the  honour  to 
request  that  I  may  be  informed  what  course  I  am 
now  to  adopt. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Deimty  Secretary  for  War, 
&c,  &c. 


No.  260. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  3d  July  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  with  a  requisition  for 
summer  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  sick  of  the  army 
in  Turkey  from  Purveyor  Robertson,  dated  Scutari, 
4th  May  1855,  and  in  reply,  beg  to  state  that  I  con- 
sider it  my  duty,  before  causing  such  enormous  supplies 
to  be  provided,  to  have  the  authority  of  Lord  Panmure 
for  so  doing. 

There  have  already  been  sent  to  the  East  the  fol- 
lowing quantities  of  clothing  : — 

10,000  suits  of  winter. 

10,000     do.  summer. 

61,000  cotton  shirts. 

66,000  pairs  of  woollen  socks. 

18,000  tlannel  waistcoats. 
In  addition  to  the  above  there  will  soon  arrive  at 
Scutari  5,000  suits  of  summer  clothing  ordered  from 
Marseilles. 

8,000  winter  do,  ordered  from  this  country. 

7,700  cotton  shirts,  do. 

9,500  pairs  of  woollen  socks,  do. 

5,000  flannel  waistcoats. 
I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  this  is  a  case  in 
which  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari  should 
have  been  consulted  before  the  demand  now  made 
was  forwarded. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  »Smith, 

Director  General, 

The  Deputy  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  261. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  7th  July  1855. 

Referring  to  the  supply  of  peat  charcoal  sent 
for  disinfecting  purposes  for  the  use  of  the  army  of 
the  East,  I  request  you  will  inform  me  if  ordinary 
cliarcoal  could  be  supplied  in  the  Crimea  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Bospliorns  for  sanitary  uses  in 
hospitals  or  camps. 

Sliould  this  form  of  charcoal,  which  is  of  equal, 
if  not  greater  efficiency  than  that  from  peat,  not  be 
procurable  in  sufficient  quantity  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
.seat  of  war,  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  report  from 
time  to  time  Avhat  supplies  of  the  above  should  be 
forwarded  from  this  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
he.  &c. 


No.  262. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sii;.  Department,  9th  July,  1855. 

The  enclosed  letter,  extracted  from  the  "  Times'' 
of  the  5th  instant,  having  created  a  most  painful 
feelin<Jf  in  this  counti'y,  and  asrain  raises  a  doubt  as  to 
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the  efficiency  of  the  surgical  and  other  means  avail- 
able in  front  of  Sebastopol  to  meet  the  contingencies 
arising  from  the  operations  of  war  carried  on  before 
that  fortress,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to 
you  for  full  information  in  regard  to  so  startling  a 
narrative  as  that,  the  foregoing  letter,  presents. 

Even  liiid  not  strong  opinions  on  the  subject  been 
expressed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  statement  such 
as  that  referred  to  would  demand  the  strictest  inves- 
tigation to  exonerate  not  only  those  directly  respon- 
sible and  implicated  by  charges  of  so  grave  a  nature, 
but  to  remove  from  this  department,  and  indeed  from 
the  Government  of  the  country,  the  stigma  which 
accusations  of  so  sweeping  and  serious  a  nature  Avould 
leave  if  they  remained  unanswered  or  unrefuted. 
For  though  I  must  feel  assured,  from  the  information 
I  receive  from  you,  that  there  is  <an  exaggeration  in 
the  letter  addressed  to  the   "  Times,"  nevertheless 
the  subject  for  the  foregoing  reasons  is  of  that  nature 
that  the  fullest  investigation  of  it  becomes  an  im- 
perative duty,  and,  indeed,  a  communication  of  the 
Minister  for  War  to  me  leaves  me  no  option  in  the 
matter  but  to  request  that  this  should  be  immediately 
made. 

I  request,  therefore,  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in 
assembling  a  committee  of  senior  medical  officers 
present  with  the  army,  who  were  not  employed  on 
the  occasion  in  question  on  actual  duty,  and  you  will 
be  pleased  to  instruct  these  officers  to  examine  and 
minutely  inquire  into  everything  connected  with  the 
subject  referred  to  in  the  letter  calculated  to  throw 
the  fullest  light  on  it,  and  for  this  purpose  I  have  to 
suffsrest  that  the  evidence  of  the  individual  medical 
oflicers  of  all  ranks  engaged  in  attendance  on  the 
wounded  on  the  18th  June  should  be  taken  ])y  the 
conunittee,  and,  together  with  the  opinion  of  that 
body  thereon,  transmitted  to  me. 

I  shall  be  glad  also  to  receive  from  you  what  ob- 
servations you  may  be  enabled  to  offer  in  regard  to 
the  most  vexatious,  but,  I  hope,  over-stated  and  inac- 
curate account  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  department 
under  your  superintendence. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 

No.  263. 

Dr.  Smith  to  F.  Peel,  Esq. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  10th  July,  18oo. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  respecting  the  cargo 
of  ice  which  was  sent  to  Scutari,  and  am  of  opinion 
that  if  it  could  be  preserved  at  Balaklava  it  would  no 
doubt  prove  useful  and  very  acceptable  there  ;  but  in 
the  absence  of  certain  information  as  to  the  facilities 
which  Balaklava  Avould  afford,  I  am  much  disposed  to 
believe  it  would,  Avei'C  it  sent  there,  be  in  a  great 
measure  wasted. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
should  be  sold  at  once. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
F.  Peel,  Esq.,  Director  General. 

&c.    &c.  . 


No.  264. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Avmj  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  14th  July,  18.55. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of 
invoices,  &c.  of  medical  comforts,  &c.  shipped  on 
board  the  "Black  Prince"  steamer  for  use  in  the 
military  hospitals  at  Scutari,  which  vessel  sailed  for 
her  destination  on  the  12th  instant,  and  you  will  be 


pleased  to  inform  me  of  her  arrival,  and  also  to  for- 
ward me  a  receipt  for  the  goods  which  are  received. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  265. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  3Iedical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

'  Army  Medical  Department, 

Siii,  14th  July  1855. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  medical  officers  on 
the  subject  of  pine  wool,  as  applied  to  the  stuffing  of 
mattrasses,  and  to  request  that  you  will  cause  a  trial 
to  be  made  of  the  mattrasses  stuffed  with  this  ma- 
terial, shipped  on  board  the  "  Black  Prince,"  as  per 
invoice,*  forwarded  to  you  this  day,  and  report  to  me 
as  to  their  suitableness  for  hospital  use. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 

No.  266. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Odell. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
^iif,  Dejiartment,  14th  July  1855. 

With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  ship])ing  two  cases  of  quinine  for 
Balaklava,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  you  v/ill 
inform  me  whether  the  cases  in  question,  which  were 
returned  to  your  care  on  the  9th  instant  by  Messrs^ 
Savory  after  having  been  repacked,  have  yet  been 
put  on  board  the  shi])  "  Arabian,"  by  Avliich  vessel 
the  transport  board  have  a  second  time  allotted  con- 
veyance for  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Odell,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  267. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Balaklava. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  16th  July  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  "Black 
Prince,"  Avhich  sailed  on  the  12th  instant,  had  56 
pounds  gelatine  on  board,  as  per  margin,t  intended 
for  trial  in  the  hospitals,  and  to  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  direct  the  purveyor  to  report  to  me 
through  you  whether  the  quality  is  good,  and  it  is 
suitable  as  an  article  of  diet. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  268. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  16th  July  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  "Black 
Prince,"  which  sailed  on  the  12th  instant,  had  56 
pounds  gelatine  on  board,  as  per  margin,|  intended 


*  18  mattrasses,  stuffed  -with  pine  wool,  in  6  bales,  addressed, 
Purveyor-in-Chief,  Scutari  Hospital. 

t  1  case  containing  56lbs.,  fine  sheet  gelatine,  addressed, 
Senior  Purveyor,  Balaklava. 

i  1  case  containing  56lbs.,  fine  sheet  gelatine,  addressed, 
Purveyor-in-Chief,  General  Hospital,  Scutari. 
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for  ti-ial  in  the  hospitals,  and  to  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  direct  the  purveyor  to  report  to  me 
through  you  whether  the  ([uality  is  good,  and  it  is 
suitable  as  an  article  of  diet. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  OfHcer, 
&c.  ^c. 


No.  269. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  '   17th  July  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  and  in  reply  I  beg  to 
submit,  as  my  opinion,  for  the  information  of  the 
Minister  for  War,  that  the  stores  at  Scutari  will  be 
adequate  to  the  immediate  supply  of  medicines  for  the 
sick  of  so  small  a  force  as  the  5,000  men  raised  by 
Major  General  Beatson,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  provision  for  the  periodical  demands  Avhich  this 
addition  to  the  recipients  of  medical  stoi'cs  from 
Scutari  will  create,  by  forwarding  larger  supplies  to 
that  station  than  would  have  been  called  for  if  this 
extra  demand  had  not  been  made. 

It  would  certainly  be  the  most  natural  and  appro- 
])riate  way  to  supply  all  the  British  troops  and  foreign 
It'vies  from  the  great  store  at  Scutari,  but  I  fear  many 
ditHculties  would  be  experienced  were  such  a  system 
to  be  estaldished,  as,  owing  to  the  constitution  of  their 
medical  department,  and  the  inexperience  of  at  least 
a  great  number  of  the  medical  men  of  these  levies,  I 
suspect  the  demands  Avould  be  so  great  as  to  create  a 
risk  of  tl'.e  stores  not  being  always  sutKcient  to 
artord  what  miglit  be  required  for  the  sick  of  the 
British  troops.  But  although  I  make  these  observa- 
tions, I  do  not  seek  altogether  to  dissuade  the  Secre- 
tarv  of  State  from  the  adoption  of  a  trial  of  the 
measure  jiroposed  in  your  letter  ;  but  if  Scutari  is 
made  the  depot  of  supply  for  the  various  forces  you 
enmuerate,  it  will  be  necessary  that  I  should  be 
informed  of  the  total  of  the  force  for  whom  provision 
must  be  made,  and  also  authorized  to  keep  up  an 
amount  of  supply  far  exceeding  what  has  hitherto 
been  necessary,  for  the  due  custody  of  which  it  would 
also  be  requisite  that  the  adequate  additional  storage 
required  should  be  thought  of  and  provided. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  270. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
.Sh{,  20th  July  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  May 
yJ,  and  to  ])revious  corres])ondence  on  the  subject  of 
a  "metallic  chloride,"  proposed  by  M)'.  Tennant,  of 
Bi'ighton,  to  be  sent  to  the  East  as  a  disinfectant,  and 
ultimately  permitted  by  him  to  be  analyzed  and  ex- 
perimented with  at  my  suggestion  prior  to  an  opinion 
i)eiug  ort'ered  relative  to  his  proposition,  I  have  now 
tiie  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of 
Lord  Pannuire,  that  these  preliminary  steps  have 
been  irone  through  after  considerable  l)ut  unavoidable 
delay. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  analysis  of 
the  compound  in  question.  It  appears  to  be  merely 
a  mixture  of  sulphate  of  iron  and  common  salt,  certain 
changes  having  resulted,  from  the  mixture,  to  which  it 
is  jierhaps  unnecessary  for  me  to  refer. 

I  beg  to  state  that  a  considerable  quantity  of 
sulphate  of  iron,  besides  other  deodorants  and  dis- 
infectants, has  already  been  sent  to  the  East  on 
requisition  from  this  department. 


As  this  preparation  is  very  nearly  the  same  in 
composition  and  properties  to  that  proposed  by 
Mr.  Tennant,  which  he  states  in  the  enclosure  of 
your  letter  of  22d  March  to  be  an  improvement  on 
that  used  in  Paris  for  similar  purposes,  or,  in  other 
words,  as  shown  by  analysis  an  addition  of  common 
salt  to  sulphate  of  iron,  I  do  not  see  any  sutiicient 
reason  for  sending  this  preparation  to  the  East. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  it  does  not  contain  any 
objectionable  ingredient,  a  quantity  of  it  might  be 
forwarded,  should  Lord  Panmure  think  fit  to  order  it 
to  be  sent. 

But  at  the  same  time  I  beg  to  submit  that  from  the 
great  number  of  articles  already  sent  thither  for  trial 
and  report,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  medical  ofiicers  are 
much  embarrassed  with  such  experimental  inquiries, 
for  which  the  multiplicity  of  their  duties  permits  but 
little  time  or  fitting  op})ortunity,  and  which  could 
only  be  etficiently  carried  out  and  reported  upon  by  a 
staff  of  medical  ofiicers  specially  appointed  for  the 
]mrpose.  This  phin,  however,  would  be  almost  as 
difficult  to  j)ut  in  operation  from  the  paticity  of  medi- 
cal men  ibr  service  abroad. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  271. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Secretary,  Office  of  Ordnance. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  "  26th  July  1855. 

Being  very  desirous  to  possess  correct  informa- 
tion as  to  the  provision  which  exists  for  the  convey- 
ance of  sick  and  wounded  in  the  Crimea,  and  as  your 
last  statement  of  the  18th  June  showed  only  the 
number  of  litters  and  chairs  which  had  been  for- 
warded up  to  the  16th  ultimo,  I  beg  to  be  informed 
the  number  which  has  since  been  despatched,  also  how 
many  out  of  the  20  light  spring  waggons,  and  60 
Brancom's  carts,  required  by  my  requisition  of  the 
20th  January  last,  have  been  shipped.  I  am  also 
anxious  to  know  in  what  vessels  they  Avere  embarked, 
and  the  date  they  left  this  country. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Secretary,  Office  of  Ordance. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  272. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Wood. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  26th  July  1855. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  9th  instant  in  reply  to  my  communication  of 
the  21st  ultimo,  requesting  an  explanation  of  certain 
circumstances  arising  out  of  an  incjuiry  by  Sir  John 
McNeill  on  the  alleged  want  of  quinine  with  the  armv 
in  the  Crimea  during  April  last,  and  especially  in 
regard  to  the  statements  made  on  that  occasion  con- 
cerning the  supply  of  that  article  available  for  use  in 
the  division  which  was  at  that  time  under  your 
medical  superintendence. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  your  explanation  is  satis- 
factory; but  it  appears  to  me  that  Assistant  Surgeon 
Ferguson,  95th  Kegiment,  is  open  to  blame  in  the 
matter  referred  to. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Wood,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  273. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Avmj  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  27tli  July  1855. 

With  reference  to  previous  letters  on  the  subject 
of  administering  quinine,  and  other  preparations  of 
bark,  as  prophylactic  remedies,  I  have  the  honour 
again  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  matter. 

From  all  I  have  learnt,  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
number  of  cases  of  fever  would  be  greatly  diminished 
by  such  a  course.  So  convinced  am  I,  especially  by 
the  results  of  the  experience  of  naval  medical  officers, 
of  the  benefits  arising  from  the  prevention  plan,  when 
followed  in  localities  in  which  remittent  and  inter- 
mittent fevers  are  likely  to  prevail,  that  I  have  taken 
care  to  provide  ample  supplies  of  quinine  in  anticipa- 
tion of  every  possible  demand  for  that  article. 

Having  now  at  command  sufficient  of  this  drug, 
specially  provided  for  that  service,  to  furnish  5  grains 
per  diem  to  every  member  of  a  force  of  35,000  men, 
I  beg  you  will  take  such  measures  as  you  think 
proper  with  a.  view  to  induce  the  medical  officers  to 
employ  that  remedy,  in  the  hope  it  may  prove  useful 
in  warding  off  attacks  of  fever,  &c. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall.  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  274. 

Dr.  Sinitit  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Arinv  Medical  DeiJartinent, 
SiK,  "  28th  July  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Minister  for  War,  that  considering  the  circum- 
stances of  the  troops  with  the  army  in  the  field, 
I  some  time  since  came  to  the  conclusion,  after 
conversation  with  some  medical  officers  of  long  ser- 
vice in  the  field,  that  a  small  quantity  of  butter  might 
be  added  to  the  ration  of  the  soldier  with  advantage, 
and  I  accordingly  communicated  my  views  to  Dr.  Hall, 
who  concurs  in  the  opinion  that  such  issue  would  be 
advantageous,  I  therefore  submit  that  two  ounces  of 
butter  should  be  added  to  the  daily  ration  of  each 
man. 

I  have,  &c., 
(►Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  275. 


Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Crimea. 

Ai-my  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  .       28th  July  1855. 

A  Mr.  Fredekickx,  of  Antwerp,  having  invented 
a  machine  denominated  an  "  Insecticide,"  which  has 
been  used  with  success  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Belgian 
army  for  the  purposes  to  which  I  shall  presently 
advert,  the  Minister  for  War  has,  on  my  recommen- 
dation, caused  one  of  these  to  be  purchased  and 
brought  to  this  country  with  a  view  to  its  trans- 
mission for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  East. 

This  machine  is  for  the  destruction  of  vermin 
infesting  the  person  and  clothes,  for  the  purification 
of  clothes  infected  by  itch,  the  acarus  of  which  it 
destroys,  and  also  for  the  disinfecting  of  articles  of 
dress  belonging  to  sufferers  from  contagious  diseases. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  directions  for  using 
the  apparatus,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  a  work- 
man conversant  with  the  management  of  the  machine 
will  accompany  it  to  the  seat  of  war,  so  that  no 
difficulty  may  arise  from  unskilful  manipulation. 
The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Panmure 
will  explain  to  you  the  footing  on  which  this  jierson 
joins  the  army.  This  machine,  accompanied  by  the 
above  workman,  will  he  despatched  for  Balaklava  per 
"  John  Bowes." 


A  Mr.  Dispenser  Hai-rison,  who  has  proceeded  to 
tlie  seat  of  war,  is  also  acquainted  with  the  mode  of 
using  the  apparatus. 

If  this  is  found  on  trial  to  effect  the  most  important 
objects  for  which  it  is  introduced,  I  request  that  you 
Avill  lose  no  time  in  communicating  with  me  thereon, 
as,  should  it  prove  successful,  I  shall  immediately  take 
care  that  these  machines,  in  numbers  adequate  to  the 
possible  demand  for  them,  may  be  supplied  to  the 
army  under  your  care. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  276. 


Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  30th  July  1855. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  28th  instant, 
relative  to  the  "  Insecticide  "  of  Mr.  Frederickx, 
which  has  this  day  been  shipped  on  board  the  "  John 
Bowes  "  for  conveyance  to  the  Crimea,  I  have  the 
honour  to  request  that  you  will  cause  the  apparatus 
in  question  to  be  tried  and  reported  on  with  the  least 
])ossible  delay,  in  order  that  I  may  be  in  a  position 
to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  immediately  ordering  a 
further  supply  of  these  macliines. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  277. 


Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  tlie 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sill,  Department,  30th  July  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  18th  June,  covering  a 
return  of  certain  medical  comforts  drawn  for  the  use 
of  the  sick  of  the  63rd  Regiment,  embarked  on 
board  the  "  Alma,"  for  service  at  Kertch,  between 
the  31st  May  and  12th  June,  I  have  to  observe  that 
as  so  many  articles  appear  to  have  been  required,  I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  it  would  be  wise 
to  increase  the  amount  of  supplies  in  future  ;  at  the 
same  time  it  is  quite  possible  if  the  supplies  are  large 
the  expenditure  will  also  be  so. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  278. 


Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  31st  July  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  information 
of  the  Minister  for  War,  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Surgeon  Innes,  60th  Rifles,  the  medical  officer  in 
charge  of  the  hospital  ship  "  Tasmania,"  and  I  beg 
to  submit  as  my  opinion  that  that  vessel  on  her 
disembarking  the  invalids  she  is  now  conveying  to 
this  country  should  be  inspected  with  a  view  to 
having  remedied  the  defects  in  her  fittings,  specified 
in  the  communication  of  Mr.  Innes. 

I  beg  also  to  recommend  that,  in  the  seas  where 
calms  prevail  during  the  summer  months,  that  a 
steam  vessel  should  be  attached  to  the  "  Great  Tas- 
mania," so  that  the  wounded  should  not  suffer  owing 
to  the  undue  prolongation  of  the  voyage. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c,  &c. 
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No.  279. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  4th  August  185.5. 

As  many  of  the  diseases  wliich  occurred  in  tlie 
army  in  front  of  Sebastopol  during  the  past  winter 
were  doubtless  excited  by  tlie  liardship  and  privation 
to  whicli  the  men  were  exposed  in  the  trenches,  and 
as  a  recurrence  of  the  same  may  be  expected  during 
the  coming  winter  sliouhl  the  soldiers  be  exposed 
under  simihir  circumstances  to  like  causes,  I  consider 
it  my  duty  at  this  early  period  to  earnestly  invite  tlie 
attention  of  the  Minister  for  War  to  the  subject,  in 
the  belief  that  many  precautions  may  be  resorted  to 
vvhicli  will  prevent  much  of  the  mischief  which  will 
accrue  if  they  be  not  observed.  Excessive  or  rathej- 
over  exertion,  want  of  sufficient  rest,  inefficient 
clothing,  and  want  of  proper  food,  were  doubtless  the 
sources  of  nmch  of  the  disease  which  proved  so 
destructive  to  the  troops  ;  therefore  care  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  observed  that  such  sources  of 
disease  shall  not  operate  during  the  next  winter, 
should  it  be  found  necessary  to  continue  operations 
in  the  trenches  or  in  the  field. 

The  necessities  of  the  present  war,  if  these  do  not 
assume  a  difierent  character  before  the  cold  season 
sets  in,  will  probably  reciuire  of  the  troops  much 
bodily  exertion,  still  that  nuiy  be  rendered  compara- 
tively harmless  by  arrangements  which  will  ensure 
every  man  a  fair  amount  of  rest  and  sleep.  No  man 
should  be  required  to  labour  more  than  one  night 
without  having  after  that  one  or  two  in  bed  ;  a  suc- 
cession of  nights  of  labour  will  certainly  cause  disease 
even  in  the  most  robust. 

The  clothing  of  men  exposed  in  winter  operations 
against  an  enemy  should  be  fully  adequate  to  protect 
them  against  the  bad  effects  of  cold  and  wet  ;  this 
unfortunately  was  not  the  case  during  the  last  winter. 
The  amount  of  Avarm  clothing  now  in  the  Crimea  is 
probably  very  considerable,  still  I  think  that  a  larger 
])rovision  should  be  nnule  to  guard  against  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  deficiency.    However  the  men  may  be 
occupied,  the  protection  which  such  a  precaution  will 
afford  will  prove  a  source  of  comfort  to  individuals, 
and  greatly  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  health. 
Should  it  be  found  necessary  to  continue  operations 
in  the  trenches,  special  care  in  respect  of  clothing 
should  be  observed  in  reference  to  the  men  who  may 
liuve  to  work  in  them.    During  the  past  winter  fcAV, 
if  any,  performed  their  tour  in  the  trenches  without 
suffering  during  the  whole  time  from  wet  feet  and 
excessive  cold,  and,  what  was  still  worse,  the  majority 
al'ler  being  relieved  returned  to  their  cold  and  cheer- 
less habitations,  and  were  necessitated,  if  the  ex- 
hausted frame  longed  for  rest,  to  lay  themselves  down 
on  the  wet  and  miry  ground  without  previously 
having  had  any  o])portunity  of  w^arming  themselves 
or  substituting  dry  clothes  for  those  which  had  been 
saturated  with  Avet  whilst  they  had  been  employed  in 
the  discharge  of  their  arduous  duties.    No  necessity 
for  such  occun-ences  should  be  again  permitted;  every 
nniu  should  be  provided  with  two  suits  of  warm 
clothing,  one  to  be  used  in  the  trenches,  the  other  in 
the  tents  or  huts,  and  regulations  should  be  enforced 
to  ensure  the  regular  substitution  of  the  one  for  the 
other.  Nothing  contributes  moi'e  to  excite  disease  than 
the  feet  being  permitted  for  any  length  of  time  to  be 
exposed  to  wet  and   cold,  therefore   great  efforts 
should  be  made  to  provide  water-proof  boots  in  suffi- 
cient number  that  every  man  who  may  have  to  work 
in  the  trenches  be  in  possession  of  at  least  one  pair. 
Tin?  chest  also,  and  the  head,  should  be  amply  pro- 
tected, the  former  by  means  of  a  Avarm  Avorsted  shii-t, 
tln'  latter  by  a  padded  hood  or  mask  ;  the  trousers, 
waistcoat,  and  jacket,  should  likcAvise  be  of  a  material 
calculated  to  maintain  the  Avarmth  of  the  body. 

The  food  of  the  troops  should  be,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, of  the  most  nutritive  description  ;  and  care 
should  be  taken  that  ample  means  of  proper  cooking 
ii  siiould  exist  and  be  available.   Food  improperly  or 


only  partially  cooked  does  not  ensure  the  end  desired, 
but  on  the  contrary  tends  to  the  injury'  or  destruction 
of  health.  An  extra  provision  of  food  should  be 
furnished  for  the  men  to  be  engaged  on  night  duties, 
more  particularly  for  those  to  be  employed  in  the 
trenches.  Exposure  to  the  night  air  is  more  likely  to 
prove  injurious  to  health  in  cases  in  Avhich  the  stomach 
is  empty  than  in  those  in  Avhich  it  is  moderately  filled, 
1  tlierefore  strongly  recommend  that  no  man  should 
enter  on  night  duty  Avithout  having  previously  been 
alloAved  a  solid  supper;  and  Avith  a  view  to  afford  that, 
I  consider  half  pound  of  meat  as  an  extra  to  the  ordi- 
nary ration  should  be  issued  to  all  Avho  are  to  be  em- 
ployed during  the  night,  and  in  the  event  of  its  not 
being  practicable  to  provide  fresh  meat,  each  person 
should  receive  in  lieu  thereof  a  quarter  of  a  ])ound  of 
preserved  meat.  'J'his  meal  should  take  place  about 
an  hour  before  the  men  are  required  to  enter  on  their 
duties,  so  that  a  moderate  period  of  rest  after  it  may 
be  alloAved  them  before  they  leave  their  huts.  Each 
man  to  be  employed  as  above  should  also  be  alloAved 
an  extra  ration  of  spirits  and  porter. 

In  the  event  of  these  measures  which  I  have  sug- 
gested, together  with  many  others  which  Avill  occur 
to  the  Inspector  General  to  recommend  being  autho- 
rized, I  have  eveiy  reason  to  hope  that  the  army  Avill 
never  again  experience  the  sufferings  it  encountered 
last  winter,  nor  Avill  the  nation  again  sustain  such  a 
loss  as  it  still  laments. 

I  have  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  Dr.  Hall  Avill 
have  considered  all  these  points,  still  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  bring  them  directly  to  the  notice  of  the 
Minister  for  War,  as  much  of  what  Avill  be  necessary, 
if  my  suggestions  be  entertained,  must  l^e  provided  for 
by  the  home  authorities. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  S-aiitii, 
Colonel  Mundy,  .  Director  General 

&c.  &c. 


No.  280. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundij. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  4th  August  1855. 

If  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  the  troops  noAv 
in  the  Crimea  will  have  to  pass  the  coming  winter  in 
that  country  in  situations  where  neither  regular 
houses  nor  Avooden  huts  will  be  available  for  their 
lodging,  I  beg  to  submit,  as  my  opinion,  for  the 
information  of  the  Minister  for  War,  that  I  consider 
it  essential  that  the  army  should  be  pi'ovided  Avith 
tents  of  a  more  efficient  description  than  those  noAV 
in  use.  The  ordinary  bell  tent,  Avhich  is  issued  for 
the  British  army,  is  in  many  respects  most  objection- 
able, and  if  something  superior  to  it  be  not  proA'ided 
before  the  Avinter  sets  in,  there  are  strong  grounds 
for  expecting  that  an  amount  of  sickness  and  ineffi- 
ciency Avill  occur,  Avdiich  Avould  not  happen  under 
more  favourable  circumstances.  The  bell  tent 
neither  protects  against  the  rain  nor  the  cold,  and 
is  moreover  uncomfortable  from  its  shape  and  the 
A  ery  limited  space  it  affords  to  the  men  Avho  have  to 
sleep  in  it. 

The  tents  Avhich  are  in  use  in  India  are  of  a  veiy 
superior  description,  being  double,  the  outer  Avail  of 
three,  the  inner  of  two  layers  of  cotton  stitched 
together.  Nothing  more  than  these  facts  are  neces- 
sary to  prove  that  they  are  much  superior  to  our 
bell  tent.  The  advantages,  therefore,  Avhich  ihtt 
tents  in  use  in  India  Avould  confer  renders  it  desirable 
that  a  supply  of  that  description  should  be  furnished 
if  possible  ;  and  I  think  there  is  still  time  to  obtain 
a  supply  from  India,  Avhere  I  am  told  ample  immbers 
are  ahvays  ready  for  field  serA'ice. 

The  importance  of  this  subject  is  .so  manifest  thai 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  it  Avithout  further  delay 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  Lord  Panniure. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Saiith, 
Colonel  Mundy,        '     " "         Director  GencT'al. 

i<cc.  8cc.' 
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No.  m. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  6th  August  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  4,000  of 
Mr.  Ritchie's  cork  mattrasses  will  be  immediately 
despatched  amongst  the  Regimental  and  General 
hospitals,  and  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  any 
expeditionary  force  tliat  may  be  detached  from  the 
main  body  of  the  army. 

You  will  be  pleased,  after  these  beds  have  been 
sufficiently  tried,  to  forward  a  special  report  on  them 
Avith  a  view  to  future  supplies  should  they  be  found 
to  answer. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  OtTicer,        Director  General. 
he.  &c. 


No.  282. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Depai-tment, 
Sir,  10th  August  1855. 

The  use  of  charcoal  respirators,  as  prophylactic 
of  diseases  engendered  from  exposure  to  malaria,  and 
as  a  safeguard  if  worn  by  persons  breathing  the 
atmosphere  of  hospitals  believed  to  be  laden  with 
the  germs  of  infectious  maladies,  has  been  pressed 
on  me  by  men  of  admitted  eminence  in  the  scientific 
world. 

I  have  accordingly  directed  that  one  hundred  char- 
coal respirators  shall  be  sent  to  the  Crimea. 

Though  I  am  far  from  being  prepared  to  subscribe 
to  all  the  views  of  these  gentlemen,  and  though  I  am 
fully  impressed  with  the  difficulties  which  will  attend 
even  an  experimental  trial  of  an  instrument  some- 
Avhat  inconvenient  in  use,  and  the  advantages  of 
which  will  probably  be  considered  hypothetical,  I  do 
not  feel  myself  justified  to  reject,  on  such  grounds, 
what  may  be  highly  advantageous  and  valuable. 

I  shall  best  explain  the  views  of  the  advocates 
for  the  introduction  of  the  respirator  by  quoting  the 
following  from  a  treatise  of  Professor  Stenhouse,  of 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  his  .sentiments  in  regard 
to  their  applicability  as  prophylactics: — 

"  I  would  confidently  hope  that  the  time  is  now 
nearly  come  when  the  propagation  of  disease  by 
infection  shall  become  the  exception,  and  not  the 
rule;  Avhen  the  most  nervous  and  delicate  persons 
will  be  enabled  to  attend  unharmed  on  their  friends, 
labouring  under  even  the  most  malignant  infectious 
disorders  ;  and  when  we  will  be  enabled  to  traverse 
some  of  the  most  pestiferous  districts  of  the  world 
with  no  greater  apprehension  than  we  now  would 
pass  thi-ough  the  mews,  lanes,  and  alleys  of  our 
densely-peopled  and  ill-ventilated  cities." 

Should  you,  therefore,  be  in  a  position  in  which  it 
may  be  desirable  to  afford  protection  against  endemic 
sources  of  disease,  or  against  infectious  miasms 
generated  in  the  chambers  of  the  sick,  I  request  you 
will  take  an  opportunity  of  subjecting  these  respira- 
tors to  such  trial  as  shall  enable  you  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  their  value,  and  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  report  to  me  the  result  of  the  observations 
made  on  the  ])owers  of  these  instruments  as  protectors 
against  disease. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&e.  &c. 


No.  283. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  iti  the 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  11th  August  1855. 

As  it  appears  from  the  report  of  occurrences  on 
board  the  hospital  ship  "  Saldanha"  during  her 
voyage  from  Balaklava  to  England,  that  a  number  of 
the  men  embarked  in  her  showed  evidences  of  scurvy, 
I  will  tliank  you  to  furnish  me  with  a  return  of 
the  (juantity  of  lime  juice  that  has  been  landed  in 
the  Crimea  since  November  last  for  the  use  of  the 
army. 

The  scanty  supply  of  vegetables  is  no  doubt  giving 
rise  to  the  scorbutic  disease;  I  therefore  have  to 
suggest  that  you,  in  consultation  with  the  senior 
officers  of  the  department,  should  consider  whether 
lime  juice  should  not  be  regularly  issued  to  the  troops, 
and  measures  should  be  taken,  if  your  supply  of  this 
article  is  not  sufficient,  to  obtain  such  additional 
quantity  as  you  consider  requisite. 

I  have,  kc. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  284. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Transport  Board. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  13th  August  1855. 

I  HAYE  the  honour  to  request  that  a  steamer  to 
carry  about  500  tons  (measurement)  of  medical  com- 
forts and  hospital  stores  solely  for  this  department 
for  Scutari  and  Balaklava  (may  be  appropriated)  and 
that  she  may  be  ordered  into  the  Wapping  Basin, 
London  Docks,  to  commence  loading  on  the  23d 
instant, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Chairman,  Transport  Board, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  285. 

Dr.  Smith  to  A.  Cumming,  Esq.,  Principal  Medical 
Officer  at  Scutari  and  Constantinople. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  13th  August  1855. 

With  reference  to  my  communication  of  the 
21st  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  a  prescription  containing 
extract  of  arnica,  I  have  noAV  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that  a  supply  of  20rDS.  of  that  article  Avill  shortly 
be  sent  to  Scutari,  and  I  have  to  request  that  on 
its  arrival  you  will  be  good  enough  to  cause  15  pounds 
of  that  medicine  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Crimea. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
A.  Cumming,  Esq.  .  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  286. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  16th  August  1855. 

As  scurvy  is  still  prevailing  to  a  certain  extent 
in  the  army  in  the  Crimea,and  as  vegetables, more  espe- 
cially fresh  ones,  are  not  furnished  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  in  the  proportion  necessary,  I  have  the  honour 
to  request  that  I  may  be  informed  Avhat  has  been  the 
daily  quantity  issued  for  the  last  three  months,  and 
what  allowance  is  likely  to  be  made  during  the  autumn 
and  winter. 

Without  a  more  liberal  supply  of  A-egetable  diet,  I 
fear  there  is  no  chance  of  ei-adicating  .scurvy,  a  dis- 
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ease  most  destructive  to  the  efficiency  of  an  army,  so 
destructive  indeed  that  every  means  should  l)e  resorted 
to  in  order,  if  possible,  to  Imnish  it;  it  is  not  only 
destructive  iu  itself,  but  the  operation  is  such  that  it 
renders  disease,  otherwise  but  of  little  consequence, 
highly  serious  when  it  attacks  individuals  in  whom  a 
scorbutic  taint  is  present. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Si^-ned)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundv,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c." 


No.  287. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Ai-my  Medical  Department, 
^IR^  i7th  August  18.5.5. 

I  FEEL  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  the  notice  of 
the  Minister  for  War  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Hall,  addressed  to  Lieut.-General  Simpson, 
under  date  the  30th  ultimo. 

I  feel  assured  that  General  Simpson  will,  ere  this, 
have  done  all  that  is  in  his  power  to  remedy  the  defects 
which  have  been  re])resented  to  him  as  operating  in- 
juriously to  the  health  of  the  army;  but  as  the  assist- 
ance and  the  co-operation  of  the  home  authorities 
will  be  required  fully  to  eflect  what  ought  to  be  ac- 
complished, I  consider  it  jjroper  to  suggest  such  co- 
operation, and  that  means  should  be  adopted  to  ensure 
a  larger  provision  of  vegetables  than  appears  to  have 
hitherto  been  atlbrded.  That  a  larger  supply  of  tea 
and  sugar  should  )»e  foi-warded,  and  that  such  flour  as 
is  provided  in  this  country  should  1)6  of  a  superior 
([uality.  It  is  no  doubt  very  desiral)le  that  the  food 
of  the  men  should  be  varied  as  nuich  as  possible,  and 
that  even  articles  calculated  to  stinmlate  the  apjietite 
should,  if  practicable,  be  added. 

I  had  this  object  in  view  Avhen  I  suggested  that 
advantage  would  result  if  a  small  ration  of  butter 
could  be  issued;  I  still  think  the  latter  would  prove 
acceptable  and  highly  useful,  and  I  imagine,  if  it 
were  only  to  be  allowed  three  times  or  even  twice  a 
week,  great  advantage  would  result  to  the  soldier, 
and  a  sufhciency  of  the  article  fit  for  use  and  equal  to 
the  consumption  this  would  create  might  without 
difficulty  be  provided;  it  is  true,  rancid  Imtter,  or 
butter  otherwise  impure,  would  certainly  prove  in- 
jurious, but  under  other  circumstauces  it  would  1)0 
grateful  to  the  men,  Ijenelicial  to  digesticm,  and  induce 
many  to  consume  bread  or  biscuit  which,  without 
such  addition,  would  not  only  be  unpalatable,  but 
often  rejected. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  (ieueriil. 

The  Under  Sec.  of  State  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  288. 

Dr.  Smith  to  ihr  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Sc>if((ri. 

iVrmy  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  18th  August  18.3 J. 

As  it  is  impossible  to  ])rovide  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  for  the  wants  of  the  hosjiitals  in  the  East, 
in  respect  to  medical  comforts,  without  jieriodical 
information  of  the  ([uautities  which  remain  iu  store 
at  the  central  dep(')t,  Scutari,  1  have  the  honour  to 
recpiest  that  you  will  call  upon  the  Purveyor  in  Chief 
to  furnish  me,  through  you,  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  with  an  account  of  the  supplies  of  the  various 
articles  not  yet  issued,  stating  at  the  same  time  the 
last  ship's  cargo  which  has  been  taken  into  store  ; 
and  to  send  this  regularly  at  tlie  close  of  every 
month. 


If  this  cannot  be  done  in  the  course  of  a  week,  I 
beg  that  at  least  I  may  have  a  proximate  idea  of  the 
stock  of  the  articles  named  in  the  margin.* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  vSmith, 

Director  General. 

Tlie  Principal  Medical  Officer. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  289. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  18th  August  185.5. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  5th  February 
last  informing  you  that  a  supply  of  four  barrels  con- 
taining 973  lbs.  meat  biscuit  powder  had  been  for- 
warded to  Scutari,  per  "  Whitley  Park,"  I  have  the 
honour  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  ine  with  a 
report  in  regai-d  to  this  article,  stating  whether  it  has 
])roved  useful,  and  if  a  further  quantity  is  reciuired. 

I  have,  8cc. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  290. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  24tli  August  185.5. 

Now  that  the  winter  season  is  approaching,  I  trust 
every  measure  is  being  taken  to  ensure  that  you  shall 
have  always  available  for  the  camp  an  ample  supply 
of  medicines,  surgical  materials,  medical  comforts  and 
stores.  I  think  you  will  do  well,  in  anticipation  of 
the  bad  weather  setting  in,  to  have  a  large  store  room 
got  ready  in  some  central  part  of  the  camp,  so  as  to 
admit  of  a  supply  of  all  the  articles  wanted  for  the 
sick  of  the  army  being  at  hand,  to  render  you  in  a 
manner  independent  of  the  stores  at  Balaklava,  which 
may  become  unapproachable  should  any  accident 
happen  to  damage  the  railway,  or  bad  weather  make 
the  roads  impassable. 

Further,  Avould  it  not  be  wise  to  have  the  regimental 
meilicine  chest  of  each  corps  fully  fitted  up  in  the 
camp  before  the  winter  sets  in,  the  supj)ly  which  they 
coutain,  however,  only  f<>  l)e  resorted  to  in  case  of 
pressure  or  emergency  ? 

1  si  ill  feel  anxious  about  the  adequacy  of  the  supply 
f>f  wholesome  water  for  the  troops  in  the  tield,  and 
the  im])ortant  subject  of  the  necessity  of  ensuring  a 
weather-proof  state  of  the  men's  huts,  seems  to  nu' 
as  deserving  your  best  care. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg,  if  it  occurs  to  you  that  any 
addition,  of  whatever  kind,  to  the  means  at  your  dis- 
posal, will  enhance  the  efficiency  of  the  department, 
and  promote  the  well-being  of  the  armj-,  that  j^ou 
Avill  acquaint  me  with  your  views  and  wishes,  in 
order  that  they  mny  be  immediately  carried  out. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  (Tenernl. 

{({(•.  8;c. 

No.  291. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  ]\Iedical  Department, 
Sii;,  31st  August  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  addressed  to  Lieut. 
General  .Simpson,  dated  the  30tli  ultimo,  relative 
to  the  insufficiency  of  the  ration  of  tea  and  sugar 
supplied  to  the  troops  in  front  of  Sebastopol,  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  an  extract  from  a  letter  of 

*  Port  ■wine,  sherry,  brand)',  tea,  barley,  sugar,  soap,  arrow- 
TDOt,  sago. 
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•Lord  Panmure,  to  whom  I  addressed  myself  on  the 
receipt  of  your  commmiication  ;  and  I  have  to  add, 
if  you  are  of  an  ojiinion  tliat  greater  quantities  of 
the  articles  than  those  hitherto  issued  will  he  neces- 
sary or  beneficial  to  the  troops,  that  you  have  only  to 
represent  your  wishes  to  the  General  Commanding 
the  army. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


(Extract  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter.) 

"I  am  to  add  that  if  the  complaint  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  allowance  of  tea  and  sugar  lie  well 
founded,  and  the  General  Commanding  should  see 
good  reason  to  increase  the  quantities,  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  doing  so  from  the  stock  in  hand,  which 
would  in  that  case  be  replenished  by  additional 
consignments  from  England." 


No.  292. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  3d  September  1855. 

As  reports  are  circulated  in  certain  medical 
periodicals  that  the  motion  of  the  ambulance  waggons 
fitted  with  gutta  jiercha  buffers,  lately  supplied  to  the 
army  in  the  field,  is  such  that  proves  very  uncomfort- 
able to  the  wounded,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed 
if  it  is  correct  that  a  Board  has  examined  these  car- 
riages and  decided  to  that  effect. 

It  is  also  stated  that  the  litters  and  chairs  furnished 
from  this  country  are  not  found  to  be  so  easy  in  use 
as  those  the  French  army  is  possessed  of. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  transmit  to  me  any 
information  on  this  matter  you  may  be  able  to  afford. 

I  am  also  anxious  to  know  what  number  of  wounded 
the  vehicles,  litters,  chairs,  &c.,  now  available  for 
such  service,  could  transport  from  the  field  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  and  whether  you  are  of  opinion  that 
the  number  of  these  vehicles,  &c.,  should  be  in- 
creased. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  293. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  F.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  8th  September  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  respecting  a  supply  of  warm  clothing 
for  the  troops  in  the  Pirfeus,  and  requesting  to  be 
informed  whether  in  my  ojjinion  it  is  expedient  that 
the  same  description  of  warm  clothing  should  be 
issued  to  the  troops  stationed  in  Greece,  as  is  supplied 
to  the  army  in  the  Crimea. 

In  reply  I  have  to  report  for  the  information  of  the 
Minister  for  War,  that  it  will  not  be  necssary  to  fur- 
nish the  troops  in  the  Piraeus  with  the  description  of 
winter  clothing  which  is  supplied  to  the  army  in  the 
Crimea  ;  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  former  is  two 
flannel  shu'ts,  two  pairs  of  flannel  drawers,  and  two 
pairs  of  worsted  stockings.  These  should  be  pos- 
sessed by  every  soldier  before  the  winter  sets  in,  and 
the  regiment  should  have  in  addition  about  fifty  thick 
overcoats,  and  the  same  number  of  hoods,  either 
attached  to  or  separate  from  the  coats,  so  as  to  be 
available  for  the  use  of  tlie  men  on  guard,  when  the 


state  of  the  weather  renders  such  protection  neces- 
sary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
F.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  294. 

Dr.  A.  Smith  to  F.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  10th  September  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  disin- 
fectants, and  transmitting  to  me,  for  any  observations 
I  may  have  to  offer  thereon,  a  letter  Avith  its  enclosures 
from  Drs.  Sutherland  and  Milroy,  Sanitary  Commis- 
sioners ;  also  requiring  to  be  informed  if  any  further 
supply  of  disinfectants  has  lieen  made  since  the  date 
of  my  letter  of  the  22d  June  last,  and  whether  I 
consider  that  the  deodorizing  powder  of  the  Cyanic 
Manure  Company  possesses  any  superiority  over  peat 
charcoal,  peat  powder,  or  powdered  charcoal. 

In  returning  the  enclosures  I  beg  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  Lord  Panmure,  that  2,000  pints  of 
solution  of  chloride  of  zinc,  100  pints  of  chloride  of 
soda,  2,000  lbs.  of  chloride  of  lime,  and  560  lbs.  of 
sulphate  of  iron  have  been  forwarded  to  the  East, 
since  my  letter  of  the  22d  June  last. 

With  reference  to  the  deodorizing  powder  of  the 
Cyanic  Manure  Company,  I  am  disposed  to  believe 
from  the  reports  I  have  received  of  its  qualities  from 
the  camp  at  Aldershot,  that  it  possesses  a  superioi'ity 
over  peat  charcoal,  peat  powder,  and  powdered  char- 
coal, and  in  consequence  of  the  belief  I  have  directed 
6  cwt.  to  be  forwarded  to  Balaklava  for  trial  in  the 
camp. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
F.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  295. 

Dr.  Smith  to  F.  Peel,  Esq. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  10th  September  1855. 

Adverting  to  my  letter  of  the  31st  July  last, 
relative  to  the  necessity  for  sailing  vessels  conveying 
sick  and  wounded  from  the  East  being  aided  by 
steamers  in  the  parts  of  the  voyage  Avhere  calms  are 
liable  to  prevail,  and  to  your  reply  of  the  10th  ultimo, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  Admiral  at  Constan- 
tinople has  been  desired  to  provide  a  steamer  to  tug 
the  "  Tasmania  "  through  the  Dardanelles,  I  find  that 
provision  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  object  in  view. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  against  the  calms 
which  occur  throughout  the  whole  Mediterranean,  and 
which  were  found  to  be  very  disadvantageous  to  the 
sick  and  wounded  who  lately  arrived  in  this  country 
in  the  "  Great  Tasmania  "  and  "  Saldanha." 

Such  having  been  the  case,  I  trust  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  the  naval  authorities  at  Malta  and  Gibraltar 
likewise  to  afford  assistance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
F.  Peel,  Esq.,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  296. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  30th  September  1855. 

Now  that  the  south  side  of  Sebastopol  is  in 
possession  of  the  Allies,  I  am  very  anxious  to  be 
informed  whether  the  sick  and  wounded  will,  as 
heretofore,  be  accommodated  in  liuts  and  tents  outside 
of  the  town,  or  whether  it  will  be  practicable  to 
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furnish  accommodation  for  tliem  in  some  of  the  least 
injured  buildings  within  it ;  also  whether  the  advan- 
tages which  will  no  doubt  result  from  the  altered 
condition  of  matters  will  in  other  respects  materially 
facilitate  medical  arrangements,  and  enable  the  sick 
and  wounded  to  be  supplied  with  all  that  is  necessary 
to  their  welfare,  without  the  intervention  of  diffi- 
culties such  as  were  experienced  during  the  past 
winter. 

Information  on  these  points,  and  on  all  others 
which  you  think  likely  to  be  useful  to  me',  will  be 
very  acceptable. 

I  am  most  anxious,  as  you  will  observe  from  a 
letter  I  lately  addressed  to  you,  that  the  medical 
department  should  not  look  during  the  winter  to  the 
stores  at  Balaklava  for  what  may  be  required  ;  and  I 
am  not  without  hopes  that  you  will  now  especially  be 
able  to  have  the  necessary  supplies  available,  either  in 
store-rooms  in  the  camp  or  in  Sebastopol,  to  meet  all 
demands. 

No  effort  on  my  pnrt  shall  be  wanting  to  supply 
you  with  whatever  you  may  consider  to  be  necessary  ; 
you  have  only  to  state  your  wants,  and  sujjplies  sliall 
1)6  forwarded  immediately. 

I  am  endeavouring  to  procure  a  specially-qualified 
person  to  assist  Mr.  Fernandez  in  the  medical  store, 
and  I  hope  ere  long  to  obtain  a  gentleman  who  will 
prove  capable  of  keeping  all  the  necessary  books,  and 
aiding  in  the  compilation  of  the  periodical  returns 
whicli  I  have  asked  for,  and  which  are  so  essential  to 
enable  me  to  meet  questions  which  are  constantly 
being  put  to  me  by  the  public  authorities  in  this 
country. 

I  have,  kc. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  297. 

Dr.  Dumhrcck  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Crimea. 

Ai'my  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  14th  September  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  am 
desired  by  the  Director  (xcneral  to  state  that  he  will 
be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  means  that  have  been 
taken  to  keep  up  an  adequate  supply  of  lime  juice 
for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  Crimea,  and  he  is 
also  anxious  to  know  if  vegetables  in  increased 
quantities  are  being  issued  to  the  troops. 

In  October  or  November  last  the  Director  General 
made  efforts  to  have  an  am])le  supply  of  compressed 
vegetables  forwarded  periodically,  so  as  to  admit  of  a 
ration  of  these  to  each  man  being  issued  three  or 
times  a  week,  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  furnish  this  de- 
sirable addition  to  the  food  of  tlie  soldier.  I  am 
desired  to  ask  if  these  vegetables  have  been  received 
and  made  available. 

The  Director  General  is  further  anxious  to  learn  if 
the  fresii  meat  for  tlie  hospital  at  the  Monastery  has 
lately  been  more  regularly  supplied  than  when  you 
wrote  to  Sir  George  Mac  Lean  on  the  subject  ;  if 
this,  however,  cannot  at  all  times  be  provided  with 
regularity,  might  not  preserved  meat  be  advan- 
tageously substituted  to  make  good  any  deficiency  of 
the  fresh  ? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dujibreck, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  8cc. 


No.  298. 

Dr.  Smith  to  F.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
•Sir,  15tli  September  1855. 

As  much  of  the  disease  which  proved  so  fatal  to 
the  troops  in  the  Crimea  during  the  last  winter  was 


(loul)tless  aggravated,  if  not  occasioned,  by  the  severe 
cold  to  which  the  soldiers  were  exposed  during  the 
night,  without  anything  like  a  sufficiency  of  bedding, 
it  is  therefore  most  important,  with  a  view  to  the 
maintenance  of  health  during  the  coming  cold  season, 
that  no  such  deficiency  should  again  occur. 

The  supply  at  present  in  the  Crimea  may  possibly 
be  sufficient  to  meet  every  want  ;  but  it  should  not  in 
my  opinion  be  considered  to  be  such,  unless  it  is 
capable  of  affording  to  every  individual  of  the  force 
at  least  one  paillasse,  one  bolster,  two  blankets,  and 
one  rug,  and  in  addition  a  reserve  number  calculated 
to  meet  any  losses  which  may  from  accident  or 
otherwise  be  sustained.  The  means  of  stuffing  the 
the  paillasses  and  bolsters  should,  if  practicable, 
be  pi'ovided,  and  should  consist  of  hay  or  chopped 
straw,  one  or  other  of  whi-ch  it  may  be  possible  to 
obtain  from  Constantinople,  or  some  of  the  ports  of 
the  Black  Sea. 

I  offer  tliese  recommendations  in  the  expectation 
that  the  army  will  be  stationary  during  the  winter  ; 
but  should  it  be  otherwise,  and  the  paillasses  and 
bolsters  not  be  suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  number  of  blankets  and  rugs,  or  even  a 
greater  number,  will  be  required. 

If  the  other  means  necessary  to  protect  against 
the  baneful  effects  of  cold  and  wet,  which  I  recom- 
mended in  two  letters  addressed  to  Col.  Mundy  on 
the  4th  August  last,  the  one  in  reference  to  tents  and 
huts,  the  other  in  relation  to  personal  clothing, 
&c.,  &c.,  as  well  as  those  now  proposed,  be  liberally 
supplied,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  the 
sickness  of  the  coming  winter  will,  as  compared  with 
what  it  was  during  the  last,  be  comparatively  trifling. 

In  considering  these  points,  it  Avill  be  necessary  to 
keep  in  view  that  cold  in  the  evenings,  nights,  and 
mornings,  begins  to  be  sensibly  experienced  towards 
the  end  of  the  present  month,  and  that  it  is  frequently 
severe  before  the  middle  of  October,  though  the  heat 
during  the  day  is  often  considerable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
F.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  299. 

Extract  from  Letter  to  F.  Peel,  Esq.  M.P.,  War 
Department,  dated  17 th  Sept.  1855. 

"  The  supply  of  cholera  belts  is  now  engaging  my 
particular  attention,  and  until  I  feel  myself  in  a 
position  to  supply  all  the  information  I  consider 
necessary  in  regard  to  it,  I  may  state  the  returns  from 
Scutari,  under  date  1st  August  last,  show  there  were 
actually  in  store  at  that  station  53,250,  and  available 
for  issue  whenever  required. 

"  As  articles  of  the  kind  in  question  are  doubtless 
being  constantly  demanded  foi-  the  use  of  the  troops 
in  the  Crimea,  I  consider  1  may  reasonably  assume 
that  a  further  su])ply  of  them  is  in  the  stores  at 
Balaklava,  as  I  cannot  believe  Dr.  Hall  will  permit 
these  to  be  unprovided  in  that  respect,  the  more 
especially  as  he  must  be  fully  aware  of  what  can 
be  obtained  from  Scutari." 

(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 


No.  300. 

Dr.  Smith  to  F.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  18th  September  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yom-  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  forwarding  a  communi- 
cation addressed  to  Lord  Panmure  by  Mr.  Bracebridge, 
pointing  to  the  condition  of  a  streamlet  flowing  past 
the  Genoese  hospital,  near  Balaklava,  as  calling  for 
sanitary  attention,  and  requesting  to  be  furnished 
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with  any  iiitbrmatioii  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  give 
on  tlie  subject. 

In  reply  I  beg  to  state  that  I  possess  no  knowledge 
relating  to  the  streamlet  referred  to,  the  only  infor- 
mation"! possess  in  reference  to  the  supply  of  water 
for  the  Castle  hospital  was  furnished  me  in  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Hall,  dated  23d  February  1855,  it  was  as 
follows,  viz.  : — "  At  the  Castle  hospital  there  is  an 
"  abundant  supply  of  water,  obtainable  from  a  small 
"  running  stream  in  a  ravine  close  at  hand,  which  is 
"  a  great  desideratum  for  an  hospital." 

Mr.  Bracebridge's  letter  is  herewith  returned,  and  I 
take  leave  to  recommend  that  it  be  sent  to  the  Crimea 
for  the  consideration  of  the  proper  authorities. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  Peel,  Esq.,  M.P.  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

^c.  Director  General. 


No.  301. 

Dr.  Dumhreck  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
at  Balaklava. 

Ai-my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
gjj.  Department,  1st  October  1855. 

'  I  AM  directed  by  the  Director  General,  with 
reference  to  his  letter  of  the  9th  July,  cancelling  a 
previous  one  of  the  21st  May,  in  which  he  had  asked 
for  monthly  returns  of  medical  comforts,  8cc.,  to  in- 
form you  that  he  did  not  intend  thereby  that  you 
should  discontinue  sending  the  "  Weekly  Keturn  of 
the  Issue  of  Medical  Comforts"  required  by  order  of 
Lord  Panmure,  as  stated  in  the  Director  General's 
letter  of  the  14th  May  last. 

You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Senior 
Purveyor  to  continue  his  weekly  returns  of  issues 
(the  last  received  was  for  the  week  ending  5th  July), 
and  also  to  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
not  yet  complied  with  Lord  Panmure's  instructions 
of  sending  a  return  of  the  quantity  of  medical  com- 
forts reiriaining  in  store  at  the  close  of  each  week. 

When  once  tlie  quantity  of  stores  of  medical  comforts 
has  been  ascertained,  it  will  of  course  be  a  matter  of  no 
o-reat  difficulty  to  continue  it  weekly,  by  adding  the 
receipts  and  deducting  the  issues  ;  but,  as  the  Director 
General  feels  that  the  taking  an  accurate  amount  of 
the  state  of  the  stores  may  involve  much  time  and 
labour,  he  will  be  satisfied,  until  more  accurate  in- 
formation can  be  obtained,  with  the  nearest  approxi- 
nuition  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Purveyor  General  to 
furnish,  as  the  object  of  the  return  is  to  enable  him  to 
regulate  the  supplies  Avhich  it  may  be  deemed  ad- 
visable to  furnish. 

I  liave,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbkkck. 
Tlie  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  302. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hail. 

Army  ajid  Ordnance  Medical 
ISiK,  Department,  6th  October  1855. 

Considering  that  cholera  has  prevailed  more  or 
less  in  the  army  in  the  East  since  July  1854,  I  am 
anxious  to  be  informed  if  you  hold  the  opinion  I  do, 
namely,  that  a  belt  to  encircle  the  abdomen,  especially 
during  the  winter  season,  is  likely  to  prove  to  some 
extent  at  least  a  preventive  of  the  above  complaint, 
and  of  others  to  which  the  bowels  are  subject  when 
soldiers  are  much  exposed  to  fatigue  and  inclement 
weather. 

If.  you  think  the  supply  of  such  a  belt  to  every 
soldier  of  the  army  is  desirable,  I  will  be  glad  to  be 
informed  if  you  have  the  means  of  immediately  issuing 
what  is  required,  and  if  not,  what  should  1)6  for- 
warded to  you,  in  order  that  you  may  j)0S8ess  the 
number  I'equisite,  and,  moreover,  a  reserve  of  20,000 
for  emergencies. 

The  enclosed  coi)y  of  a  return  which  I  have  just 
received  will  put  you  in  possession  of  the  number  of 


cholera  belts  which  I  am  given  to  understand  will 
be  available  in  the  East  before  this  communication 
reaches  you. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.  8fc.  Director  General. 


No.  303. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
at  Scntari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  24th  October  1855. 

I  HAA'E  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  call 
on  each  medical  officer  who  may  hereafter  arrive  at 
Scutari  in  charge  of  troops  to  furnish  a  concise  state- 
ment of  the  voyage,  and  should  any  extraordinary 
sickness  or  casualties  have  taken  place,  a  circum- 
stantial detail  thereon  must  be  supplied. 

Should  any  defect  in  the  ventilation  of  the  vessel  be 
found  to  exist,  it  must  be  carefully  noted  for  your 
information  ;  and  joii  will  be  good  enough  in  cases  of 
this  kind  to  report  to  me  what  measures  have  been 
taken  to  correct  what  may  have  been  considered 
objectionable,  and  what  means  you  would  propose  to 
improve  generally  the  ventilation  of  vessels  conveying 
troops. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  304. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  25th  October  1855. 

As  the  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals  in  the 
Crimea,  and  others  of  the  Senior  Medical  Officers, 
have  reported  that  the  amount  of  disease  in  the  army 
has  increased  since  the  augmentation  of  the  pay  of 
the  troops  has  placed  more  money  at  their  disposal,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  report  the  cii'cumstance  for  the 
information  of  the  Minister  for  War,  as  if  an  increase 
of  sickness  has  already  taken  ]ilace  from  this  cause, 
when  the  men,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  are  actively 
employed,  a  much  greater  accession  to  the  number  of 
sick  may  fairly  be  anticipated  during  the  winter, 
when  comparative  inaction  and  suffering  from  cold 
combined  Avill  induce  thousands  to  resort  to  the  use 
of  spirits  to  a  degree  injurious  to  health,  particularly 
if  the  men  are  possessed  of  the  pecuniary  means  to 
enable  them  to  do  so. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,        Director  General. 
&c,  &c. 


No.  305. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
at  Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  29th  October  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will 
inform  me  whether  the  mode  of  treatment  recom- 
mended by  those  medical  men  who  have  practised  in 
Turkey  has  been  tried  in  the  hospitals  at  Scutari,  if 
so,  with  what  success  ;  and  also  if  any  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  army  have  become  converts  to  their 
practice  ;  you  will  also  he  pleased  to  call  for  a  report 
from  Kululie,  in  Avhich  the  results  of  Dr.  Bryer's 
treatment  may  be  contrasted  with  the  plan  adopted 
by  the  medical  officers  there. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  306. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Quarter  Master  General. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SjR,  3bth  October  I800. 

In  transmitting  the  enclosed  extract  from  the 
Inspection  Report  of  the  transport  "  Niagara,"  which 
left  Scutari  on  the  12th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to 
state,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Field  Marshal  Com- 
manding in  Chief,  that  I  consider  it  very  essential 
that  his  Lordship  should  be  in  possession  of  this 
information,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  horse  boxes 
complained  of  were  disadvantageous  to  the  well-being 
of  the  sick. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Quarter  Master  General,         Director  General. 
&c.  8cc. 


Extract,  dated  Scutari,  12th  October  I800. 
"  Theke  are  12  horse  boxes  on  the  deck  of  the 
"  '  Niagara,'  Avhich  interfere  with  the  comfort  and 
"  convenience  of  the  sick,  are  contrary  to  the  pi'inted 
"  regulations  of  the  Director  General." 

(Signed)       W.  Ckuickstiaxk, 
D.I.G.,  Inspecting  Medical  Officer. 


No.  307. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sii:,  Department,  31st  October,  185.5. 

Obseuvinu  in  the  weekly  re])ort  of  the  Start- 
Surgeon  of  the  1st  Division,  dated  the  6th  instant, 
that  the  supply  of  tents  and  l)lankets  for  the  13th 
Regiment  was  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  men, 
■and  being  also  in  ])ossession  of  your  Report  of  the 
9th  instant,  bringing  such  deficiencies  to  the  notice 
of  tiie  military  authorities,  I  trust  tliat  you  will  be 
able,  in  your  next  communication  on  this  subject,  to 
state  that  important  wants  such  as  those  are  no 
longer  felt. 

If  continued  pressure  in  cases  of  this  kind  is  not 
made  on  the  Quarter  Master  General,  all  ill  conse- 
quences wiiich  are  found  to  exist  will  be  ascribed  to 
the  medical  department,  as  our  past  experience 
teaches  us  with  how  much  avidity  any  charge  incul- 
pating us  is  seized  on. 

1  have, 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  308. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Prinripal  Medical  OJficer 
at  Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sii;,  Deinu-tment,  2d  November  18.3.5. 

l{i:i-  Ki!KiX(i  to  till'  painful  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  conveyance  of  sick  officers  from  the  Bosphorus 
to  IMalta,  on  l>oard  of  the  steamer  "  Hope,"  in  the 
month  of  August  last,  T  have  to  state  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  land  four  of  these  officers  at  the 
above  island,  owing  to  rhe  overcrowded  state  of  the 
vessel,  which  is  represented  to  have  been  in  a  most 
tilthy  condition,  and  ill  provided  with  accommodation, 
food,  cooks,  or  attendants  on  the  sick. 

As  1  jiresumc  that  a  rigid  inspection  of  the  "  Hope  " 
was  made  at  Constantinople,  though  no  report  of  the 
performance  of  this  duty  has  reached  this  office,  1 
recpiest  you  will  call  on  the  officer  by  whom  such 
service  was  executed,  to  explain  why  officers  in  a 
critical  and  dangerous  condition  (two  of  the  four 
landed  at  ^lalta  have  since  died)  were  permitted  to  be 
removed  in  a  conveyance  so  entirely  deficient,  as  the 
above  vessel  was  found  to  be,  in  everything  cal- 
culated to  minister  to  their  comfort,  fir  to  promote 
their  recovery. 


I  have  to  add,  that  I  trust  the  important  duty  of 
the  inspection  of  transports,  destined  for  the  convey- 
ance of  troops,  whether  sick  or  well,  is  invariably 
performed  and  entrusted  to  a  medical  officer  properly 
qualified  for  its  efficient  discharge. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


'  No.  309. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Director  General  of  Stores. 

Army  ad  Ordnance  Medical 
Sii!,  Department,  2d  November  18.55. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  commu- 
nications have,  by  last  mail,  been  received  from 
Scutari,  urging,  in  the  strongest  possible  terms,  the 
absolute  necessity  for  more  Avinter  hospital  clothing  ; 
and  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  my  letter  of  the 
29th  ultimo,  and  to  inform  you,  that  the  most  serious 
injury  may  be  expected  to  result  to  the  sick,  if  the 
({uantities  of  clothing,  which  have  been  long  due  to 
this  department,  be  not  forwarded  before  the  expira- 
tion of  two  weeks  from  this  date. 

I  am  anxious  to  be  supplied  with  full  information 
in  reference  to  what  can  and  will  be  done,  as  I  nmst, 
if  the  supply  cannot  be  furnished,  represent  to  the 
Minister  for  War  the  evils  we  may  fairly  expect  to 
result. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Director  General  of  Stores,     Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  310. 

Dr.  Suiith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  5th  November  1855. 

As  a  season  of  the  year  is  now  rapidly  approach- 
ing when  it  will  not  be  wise  or  justifiable  to  transport 
sick  and  wounded  from  the  Crimea  to  this  country  for 
further  hospital  treatment,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit, 
for  the  consideration  of  Lord  Panmure.  that  the  time 
has  now  arrived  when  it  becomes  impei'ative  to  con- 
sider how,  and  in  what  localities,  invalids  in  the 
above  category  may  be  accommodated  during  the 
jieriod  they  may  require  medical  or  surgical  treatment 
elsewhere. 

To  ensure  that,  and  so  to  enable  mer.  (whom  it 
would  have  been  judicious  to  have  lirought  direct  to 
this  country  in  the  summer)  to  l)e  treated  with  safety 
and  advantage  in  climates  more  genial  in  winter  than 
that  of  England,  the  hospital  establishments  of 
Scutari,  Gozo,  and  Gibraltar,  should  in  my  opinion 
be  immediately  resorted  to,  as  in  these  all  necessary 
facilities  either  exist  or  can  be  instantly  made  avail- 
able, should  the  arrangements  I  propose  be  sanctioned. 

This  is  a  subject  which,  in  my  opinion,  merits  im- 
mediate consideration,  as  the  interests  of  the  public, 
and  the  well-being  of  the  soldier,  alike  require  that 
the  practice  observed  for  the  last  six  months  or  more 
of  transferring  invalids  to  England  should  be  dis- 
continued, and  that  the  arrangement  I  have  proposed 
should  be  introduced  from  tlie  beginning  of  December, 
and  continue  at  least  till  the  first  if  not  the  last  week 
of  April. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretarv  for  War,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  311. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  6th  November  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  present  posi- 
tion of  the  supply  of  winter  hospital  clothing  for  the 
hospitals  in  the  East,  as  requested,  and  to  state  that 
every  exertion  has  been  and  will  be  made  to  expedite 
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the  shipment  of  all  the  stores  that  have  not  yet  been 
dispatched. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  made  a 
fm-ther  requisition  upon  the  War  Department,  for 
10,000  suits  of  serge  clothing,  and  10,000  sheets,  in 
conformity  to  Mr.  Robertson's  letter  of  the  11th 
October,  forwarded  by  you  with  your  communie-ation 
above  referred  to,  as  at  that  date  he  should  have  been 
avs^are,  from  information  furnished  by  this  office,  of 
the  supplies  arriving  in  the  "  Trebizond,"  and  also  of 
everything  under  preparation  for  shipment  from  this 
country  to  Scutari,  up  to  the  20th  September. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  312. 

Dr,  Smith  to  the  Quarter  Master  General. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  6th  November  1855. 

As  it  is  very  probable  the  accommodation  which 
the  general  hospital  at  Portsmouth  Avill  be  able  to 
afford  beyond  what  will  be  required  for  the  sick  of 
the  corps  in  garrison  will  not  be  sufficient  during  the 
coming  winter  to  meet  the  requirements  of  such  sick 
and  wounded  as  may  arrive  from  the  seat  of  war;  and 
as  I  cannot,  without  reluctance,  look  for  assistance  to 
Haslar  hospital,  or  to  the  "  Britannia  "  hospital  ship, 
which  is  to  be  moored  in  the  harbour;  I  beg  to  state, 
.for  the  information  of  the  Field  Marshal  Commanding 
in  Chief,  that  I  consider  it  highly  desirable  that  an 
effiart  should  be  made  to  secure  some  additional  hos- 
pital accommodation  on  the  Portsmouth  side,  so  that 
it  may  not  be  necessary  to  subject  men,  who,  on 
arriving,  require  medical  or  surgical  treatment,  to  be 
conveyed  perhaps  in  stormy  Aveather  over  tempestuous 
waters,  instead  of  being  easily  and  comfortably  re- 
moved to  a  hospital  on  shore  belonging  to  the  military 
branch  of  the  service. 

Haslar  hospital,  Avhen  the  sick  man  reaches  it,  will 
doubtless  afford  him  all  the  conveniences  he  could 
desire,  but  to  have  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  them 
he  will  have  to  undergo  much  discomfort,  and  pro- 
bably no  little  suffering.  On  the  other  hand  the 
"  Britannia  "  hospital  ship,  which  I  lately  inspected, 
though  Avell  fitted  up,  is  not  in  my  opinion  suitable  for 
a  hospital  establishment  during  winter  ;  its  position 
exposes  it  to  every  wind  that  blows,  and  being  so 
unsheltered  Avill  necessitate  the  sick  constantly  to 
remain  betAveen  decks,  Avith  comparatively  little  ven- 
tilation, Avhilst  languor  and  listlessness,  the  enemies 
to  recovery  from  diseases  and  injuries  of  the  less 
serious  kinds,  will  materially  operate  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  sufferers. 

It  is  quite  possible  the  additional  hospital  accom- 
modation Avhich  I  think  to  be  so  desirable  might  be 
secured  near  the  present  general  hospital,  if  the  under 
part  of  the  building  which  was  erected  as  barracks 
for  sappers  could  be  given  up  for  hospital  purposes. 
The  upper  portion,  I  may  add,  is  at  present  in  use  for 
the  treatment  of  sick. 

If,  however,  it  be  not  practicable  to  appropriate  the 
lower  part  for  the  purpose  suggested,  I  think  the 
object  in  view  might  be  accomplished  by  raising  two 
efficient  wooden  huts,  either  in  the  engineer  yard  or 
near  to  the  present  hospital,  if  there  be  sufficient 
space. 

These  huts  I  Avould  not  wish  to  see  appropriated  to 
the  reception  of  invalids  from  the  seat  of  war,  but 
they  might  be  made  sufficiently  safe  and  comfortable 
for  the  sick  of  the  militia  regiments  ;  and  by  the 
removal  of  a  portion  of  the  latter,  beds  in  the  general 
hospital  could  be  thereby  furnished  for  the  service  of 
sick  and  wounded  arriving  from  the  East. 

I  have,  8fc., 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Quartei  Master  General,         Director  General. 
8fc.  &c. 


No.  313. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Colonel  Mundy. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  12th  November  1855. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
reporting  that  the  amount  of  disease  in  the  army  in 
the  field  had  increased  since  the  augmentation  of  pay 
of  the  troops  had  placed  more  money  at  their  disposal, 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  forAvard,  for  the  information 
of  the  Minister  for  War,  extracts  from  reports  I 
have  just  received  from  the  Crimea,  bearing  on  this 
question. 

If  the  means  of  purchasing  spirits,  particularly  such 
as  are  sold  in  camp,  be  not  diminished,  the  health  of 
the  troops,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  seriously  suffer. 

A  certain  proportion  of  spirits,  particularly  of  good 
quality,  may  prove  beneficial,  or  at  all  events  not 
deleterious;  but  if  bad  liquor,  such  as  now  sold  to  the 
soldiers,  to  be  indulged  in  to  excess,  nothing  but  injury 
to  health  can  be  expected.  I  therefore  beg  to  suggest 
that  a  Board  of  senior  medical  officers  serving  Avith 
the  army,  Avho  may  be  supposed  to  understand  best 
Avhat  quantity  of  good  spirits  Avould  be  useful  to  men 
circumstanced  as  those  composing  the  army  are,  should 
be  required  carefully  to  consider  the  subject,  and  take 
the  opinion  of  the  regimental  medical  officers  thereon, 
and  then  suggest  the  quantity  which  might  be  daily 
issued  Avithout  proving  injurious  to  health  ;  that  being 
decided,  efforts  should  then  be  made  to  prevent  a 
consumption  of  ardent  spirits  beyond  the  prescribed 
quantity.  The  hours  of  sale  ought  also  to  be  regu- 
lated, and  no  liquors,  the  quality  of  Avhicli  has  not 
l)een  tested  and  approved  of,  should  be  permitted  to  be 
supplied  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Colonel  Mundy,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  314. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  15th  November  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of 
the  Minister  for  War,  as  the  weather  is  now  becoming 
cold  and  stormy,  that  it  Avill  not,  in  my  opinion  be  safe 
to  transfer  sick  and  wounded  from  Portsmouth  to 
Chichester  or  Chatham,  without  means  of  some  kind 
being  available  to  secure  their  being  kept  Avarm 
during  the  journey.  I  beg  therefore  to  submit  that 
arrangements  should  be  made  at  Portsmouth  to  permit 
the  issue  from  the  Barrack  or  Ordnance  Stores  of  one 
or  two  blankets  or  rugs  for  each  man,  to  be  used 
during  the  railway  journey  for  wrapping  round  the 
feet  and  legs  of  the  sufferers,  as  these  derive  no 
advantage  from  the  great  coats  with  which  the 
soldiers  are  supplied.  If  a  provision  of  this  sort  be 
not  made,  the  sick  and  weakly  men  Avill  suffer  much 
from  cold,  and  the  condition  of  many  will  be  dete- 
riorated, and  the  prospect  of  recovery  be  less  after  the 
journey  than  before  it  Avas  undertaken. 

I  am  at  present  having  made  some  quilted  coverlets 
of  a  kind  well  adapted  to  retain  Avarmth,  and  if  they 
are  found  to  answer,  it  will  be  advisable  to  supply 
them  in  sufficient  quantities,  so  as  to  render  the  issues 
of  blankets  eventually  unnecessary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  315. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  17th  November  1855. 

Observing  that  the  number  of  "  Ophthalmia"  cases 
is  now  very  considerable,  and  as  it  is  a  very  serious 
disease  in  Tui'key,  I  am  most  anxious  about  it,  and 
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hope  you  will  cause  every  exertion  to  be  made  to 
eradicate  it  if  possible  from  the  corps  in  Avhich  it  has 
unfortunately  appeared. 

I  would  be  glad  to  receive  as  soon  as  convenient  a 
return  showing  the  number  of  cases  in  each  regiment, 
and  their  peculiar  nature,  with  such  observations  as 
the  medical  officers  wlio  have  treated  them  are  able  to 
give,  and  also  the  means  that  are  resorted  to  in  order 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
.  If  this  disease  gains  ground  it  may  prove  more  des- 
tructive to  the  efficiency  of  the  army  than  any  other 
from  which  it  might  suffer. 

"  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 

No.  316.  ■ 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  JVar. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  19th  November  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state  for  the  informal  ion  of  the 
Minister  for  War,  that  some  weeks  since  I  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals  in  the 
Crimea,  in  which  I  requested  him  to  state  if  it  had 
been  found  from  experience  that  cholera  belts  had 
proved  useful  in  preventing  bowel  complaints,  &c.  A 
copy  of  the  above,  together  Avitli  Dr.  Hall's  answer 
thereto,  dated  6th  October  and  20th  October,  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  enclose. 

I  have  long  entertained  the  opinion  that  an  equable 
support,  by  means  of  a  broad  belt  or  sash  worn  round 
the  waist,  would  be  an  addition  to  the  soldier's  dress 
on  field  service  likely  to  prove  advantageous  in  various 
ways,  particularly  as  a  protection  for  men  exposed  to 
variations  of  temperature,  and  night  duty. 

I  therefore  strongly  recommend  that  every  soldier 
of  the  army  of  the  East  be  immediately  furnished 
with  a  sash  such  as  that  referred  to  in  Dr.  Hall's 
letter,  and  I  beg  to  submit  that  I  now  be  authorized 
to  purchase  the  numl)er  adequate  for  the  wants  of  the 
army. 

In  the  meantime  the  cholera  belts  already  supplied 
will  continue  to  l)e  worn;  and  although  they  will  pro- 
bably not  prove  quite  so  useful  as  the  sashes  proposed 
to  replace  them,  still  they  will  be  of  great  service  till 
the  latter  can  be  furnished. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  317. 

T>r.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Crimea. 
Ai'my  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  22d  November  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  have  the 
kindness  to  send  me  a  special  report  fi"om  the  surgeon 
of  the  82d  regiment,  regarding  the  state  of  health  of 
that  corps,  and  which  you  state  in  your  report  of  the 
5th  November  to  have  improved. 

I  have  also  to  request  that,  if  any  particular  disease 
should  api)ear  or  become  more  prevalent  than  usual 
in  any  regiment,  you  will  call  upon  the  surgeon  for  a 
special  and  succinct  report  of  the  malady. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  318. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  23d  November  1855. 

The  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  oph- 
thalmic  cases   in   the  army  is  causing  me  much 


uneasiness  ;  and  as  it  is  mentioned  in  your  weekly 
state  of  the  3rd  November  that  there  are  136  cases 
of  this  disease  under  treatment,  I  think  it  is  a  matter 
for  your  immediate  consideration  whether  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  estal)lish  an  hospital  specially  for 
the  treatment  of  this  very  serious  disease,  as  it  may 
be  productive  of  the  gravest  resiilts  if  it  increases 
generally  and  rapidly. 

In  the  event  of  your  deeming  it  necessary  to  apjiro- 
priate  an  hospital  for  this  purpose,  you  will  no  doubt 
select  it  in  a  situation  as  remote  as  j^ossible  from  the 
localities  occupied  by  the  healthy  troops,  and  I  have 
no  fear  but  you  will  easily  find  medical  officers  with 
all  the  I'equisite  qualifications  for  the  effisctive  treat- 
ment, and,  if  possible,  for  the  thorough  eradication,  of 
the  disease. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 
P.S. — There  is  at  Scutari  a  large  supply  of  hand 
towels,  which  you  might  find  useful  in  ophthalmic 
cases. 


No.  319. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  23rd  November  1855. 

Adverting  to  a  previous  letter  respecting  the 
pathological  appearance  of  diarrhoea,  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  request  that  you  will  direct  the  attention  of 
medical  officers  to  the  morbid  anatomy  of  all  cases 
of  disease  that  may  occur  in  the  Crimea  and  at 
Scutari. 

In  order  that  these  researches  may  be  prosecuted 
in  a  complete  and  satisfactory  manner,  it  may  be  well 
to  constitute  a  permanent  board  for  the  purpose  in 
the  camp  and  at  Scutari,  with  an  officer  of  some 
standing  in  the  service  to  preside,  and  others  with 
the  necessary  qualifications  to  assist  him.  These 
gentlemen  might  then,  I  think,  if  necessary,  be  re- 
lieved from  their  duties,  as  the  number  on  the  sick 
list  is  now  so  much  diminished  ;  and  it  will  be 
required  of  them  carefully  to  enter  the  post-mortem 
appearances  in  a  register  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

I  understand  that  Staff"  Assistant  Surgeon  Greig, 
and  Dr.  Ross,  39th  Regiment,  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  pursuing  these  studies,  and  might  now  be  available 
for  this  duty. 

You  Avill  also  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  what 
iiistruments  and  appliances  are  required,  in  order 
that  I  may  forward  them  immediately. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Princijoal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  320. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  23rd  November  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honoui-  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Minister  for  AVar,  that  on  the  6th  of  the 
present  month  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Quarter- 
Master  General,  of  which  a  copy  is  hercAvith  inclosed. 

Three  days  subsequent  to  this  I  received  your 
communication  of  the  9th  instant,  informing  me  that 
my  proposition  to  Lord  Panmure,  conveyed  in  my 
letter  of  the  5th,  "  that  the  sick  and  wounded  should 
"  not  be  brought  from  the  East  to  this  country  during 
"  the  winter  months,"  had  not  been  approved  of  by 
his  lordship. 

When  I  addressed  the  inclosed  to  General  Freeth, 
I  calculated  that  the  course  I  had  recommended 
would  probably  be  followed  ;  but  I  nevertheless  con- 
sidered it  necessary  that  accommodation  for  sick  and 
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TTOunded  at  Portsmouth  beyontl  what  its  military 
hospital  at  present  afl'ords  should  he  there  available 
to  meet  an^/  demand  Avhich  the  incidental  arrival  of 
invalids  niight  create  ;  for  as  the  cases  of  sucli 
claimants  for  medical  aid  would  probably  not  admit 
of  their  being  safely  forwarded  during  inclement 
weather  eitlier  to  Chichester  or  Chatham,  it  was  on 
this  account,  in  my  opinion,  requisite  to  be  provided 
with  some  hospital  accommodation  additional  to  that 
now  existing,  so  as  to  be  in  a  condition  to  meet  any 
emergencies  such  as  I  contemplated  might  possibly 
occur. 

The  supplemental  hospital  accommodation,  how- 
ever, which  I  then  proposed,  and  considered  would 
be  sufficient,  will  not  now  —  that  the  practice  of 
sending  home  sick  and  wounded  is  to  continue  to 
obtain — be  adequate,  as  during  the  next  four  months 
four  or  even  six  hundred  men  may  require  to  be 
taken  into  hospital  on  their  reaching  Portsmouth,  as 
it  will  not,  I  think,  be  safe  to  transfer  any  portion  of 
such  arrivals  from  the  port  of  disembarkation  to  hos- 
pitals at  a  distance,  before,  at  least,  the  beginning  or 
middle  of  April. 

In  the  enclosed  letter  to  General  Freeth  I  have 
stated  my  objection  to  the  sick  and  Avounded  being 
treated  either  at  Haslar  or  on  board  the  "  Britannia  ;" 
I  therefore  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  urge  that  means 
be  adopted  to  obtain,  either  at  Portsmouth  or  Portsea, 
a  still  further  increase  of  hospital  acconnnodation 
than  that  I  represented  to  be  necessary  in  the  letter 
above  referred  to.  The  necessity  for  this  is  now 
urgent,  and  I  beg  to  submit  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  eifecting  what  is  requisite,  in  order  that  no 
difficulty  or  embarrassment  may  be  experienced  when 
an  influx  of  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  shall 
take  place  at  Portsmouth. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &C. 


exists  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  its  extension,  it 
would  not  be  justifiable  to  keep  a  body  of  healthy 
troops  in  close  contact  with  a  large  number  of  sick, 
even  should  it  be  attempted  to  prevent  their  main- 
taining direct  intercourse  with  each  other  by  means 
of  a  Avoodeu  railing,  as  I  understand  is  the  case  in  the 
barrack  hospital  at  Scutari. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  322. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Ihider  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  3rd  December  1855. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  29tli  ultimo,  with  its  enclosed  copy 
of  one  from  the  Admiralty,  recommending  that  two 
or  three  horse  transports  be  so  fitted  as  to  be  made 
available  on  their  homeward  voyage  to  this  country 
for  the  conveyance  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  from 
the  East. 

In  compliance  with  Lord  Panmure's  desire  that  I 
should  report  on  this  subject,  I  beg  to  submit  that  I 
see  great  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  Admiralty,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that 
no  means  it  will  be  practicable  to  employ  with  the  view 
of  remedying  the  contamination  of  the  transports  during 
the  time  they  have  horses  on  board  will  justify  these 
vessels  being  immediately  appropriated  for  the  accom- 
modation of  sick  and  wounded  during  a  voyage  from 
the  East  to  this  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


,No.  321. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  27th  November  1855. 

I  HAA'E  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit,  for  the 
information  of  the  Minister  for  War,  the  copy  of  a 
communication  I  have  this  day  received  from  the 
Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari,  reporting  the 
occurrence  of  30  cases  of  cholera  from  the  13th  to 
the  15th  instant. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  disease  may  cease  to  pre- 
vail as  soon  as  the  newly-arrived  troops  become  more 
acclimated,  and  accustomed  to  the  trying  variations 
of  temperature  which  occur  in  Turkey  at  this  season 
of  this  year,  still  there  is  no  certainty  that  such  will 
result.  I  am,  therefore,  most  anxious  to  see  the 
healthy  troops  removed  from  the  buildings  which,  till 
their  arrival,  had  been  appropriated  exclusively  for 
the  acconmiodation  of  sick. 

I  cannot  consider  apportioning  a  part  of  the  bar- 
rack hospital  as  the  residence  of  the  legion  to  be  a 
wise  or  a  safe  measure,  and  I  trust  it  will  yet  be 
possible  to  remove  them  from  such  a  habitation. 

The  expectations  of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
no  doubt  based  on  observation  and  experience,  afford 
reasons  for  hoping  that  the  violence  of  the  disease 
may  cease ;  but  should  the  next  mail  bring  intelli- 
gence that  the  epidemic  manifests  a  disposition  to 
extend  itself,  I  will  find  it  my  duty  aga  in  to  urge  the 
alteration  in  the  quartering  of  troops  which  I  think 
would  prove  beneficial. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  cholera  has  not  the  poAver 
of  propagating  itself  from  person  to  person  ;  at  the 
same  time  its  inability  to  do  so  has  not  been  esta- 
blished ;  indeed,  much  has  been  advanced  to  confirm 
the  1)elief  that  it  may  possibly  possess  the  power  of 
reproducing  itself  ;  therefore,  while  such  uncertainty 


No.  323. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  5th  December  1855. 

Now  that  there  is  with  the  army  in  the  East 
a  sufficiency  of  medical  officers  for  all  the  ordinary 
duties  of  the  service,  and  over  and  above  those,  the 
number  requisite  to  constitute  two  boards,  one  in  the 
Crimea  and  one  at  Scutari,  to  collect  full  information 
in  reference  to  the  diseases  which  have  affected  the 
troops  since  their  arrival  at  Constantinople,  as  well 
as  those  which  still  continue  to  affect  them,  and  thus 
secure  a  systematic  account  of  the  medical  history  of 
the  army  during  the  past  and  present  year,  I  liave 
directed  Dr.  Hall  to  take  steps  to  give  effect  to  the 
object  sought.  Careful  inc[uiries  directed  to  the  sick 
and  attentive  observation  of  the  phenomena  of  the 
various  diseases  wn'll  do  much  towards  securing  the 
knowledge  desired  ;  still  much  must  be  obtained  by 
an  accurate  and  minute  investigation  of  morljid  apj:)ear- 
ances  presented  after  death  ;  therefore  various  instru- 
ments and  appliances  will  be  required  for  the  efficient 
prosecution  of  the  inquiry. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  request 
permission  of  the  Minister-at-War  to  incur  the  requi- 
site expense,  which  will  probably  not  exceed  120Z. 

Rumour  gives  it  to  be  understood  that  Dr.  Lyons 
and  his  assistants  are  about  to  return  to  this  country  j 
in  that  case  a  very  trifling  expense  will  be  necessary, 
if  the  instruments  with  which  they  were  furnished 
can  be  given  up  for  the  use  of  the  highly  qualified 
army  medical  officers  who  will  be  selected  to  carry 
on  the  investigation. 

I  have,  &c.  « 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  324. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
RiR^  5th  December  1855. 

HAViNCr  perused  with  attention  Dr.  Lyons' 
description  of  Avhat  he  states  is  a  very  prevalent  form 
of  diarrhoea  in  camp,  viz.,  "without  pain,  feverish 
symptoms,  or  auglit  else  to  indicate  its  approach,  a 
relaxed  state  of  the  bowels  came  on,  and,  disregarded 
at  first,  became  troublesome,  chiefly  from  its  frequency 
and  continuance.  This  state  was  often,  but  not 
always,  accompanied  hy  loss  of  appetite  ;  but  perhaps 
the  most  remarkable  feature  was  the  almost  total 
suspension  of  the  digestive,  assimilative,  and  absorb- 
ent functions,  the  egesta  differing  little  from  the 
ingesta." 

I  am  very  desirous  of  knowing  if  this  is  a  correct 
description  of  the  prevailing  diarrhoea,  and  if  it  is,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  the  administration  of 
quinine,  by  improving  the  general  health,  might  have 
the  effect  of  preventing  the  occurrence,  as  well  as  of 
arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

This  you  must  understand  is  entirely  theoretical  ; 
but  I  imagine  you  will  not  think  the  idea  olijection- 
able ;  and  if  it  should  meet  with  your  approval, 
perhaps  you  might  suggest  its  use  to  some  of  the 
medical  officers  as  a  remedy  which  merits  their 
attention,  but  leaving  its  adoption  to  their  own  judg- 
ment and  experience. 

I  would  be  glad  to  learn  from  you  the  opinion  of 
some  of  the  more  able  medical  officers,  Avith  regard  to 
quinine  as  a  curative  and  prophylactic  in  this  s]iecies 
of  diarrhoea. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  325. 

Dr.  Smith  to  tlie  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  5th  December  1855. 

Referring  to  the  return  of  cases  of  cholera  to 
the  19th  ultimo,  I  request  you  will  call  on  the  surgeons 
of  the  1st  Dragoon  GuiU'ds  and  4th  Dragoons  for  a 
statement  in  regard  to  the  marked  prevalence  of  and 
great  mortality  in  the  corps  from  the  above  disease, 
assigning,  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  the  reasons 
which  may  have  rendered  these  regiments  more 
subject  to  attack  of  cholera  than  the  others  of  the 
force. 

It  is  also  desirable  that  the  mode  of  treatment 
sliould  be  fully  entered  into. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  S:>riTH, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  326. 

Dr.  Smitli  to  the  Under  Secretarij  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  5tli  December  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  lionour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  3rd  instant,  Avith  the  enclosures 
noted  in  the  margin,  and  1  beg  to  express  a  hope,  in 
accordance  with  my  ojiinion  already  comnnmicated  to 
Lord  Panniure  on  the  subject  of  tlie  barrack  hospital, 
that  the  troops  will,  if  j)rncticable,  after  the  subsi- 
dence of  the  epidemic  cholera  now  prevailing,  be 
lodged  in  some  biiilding  away  from  that  referred  to, 
as  it  is  most  objectionalile  to  accommodate  sick  and 
healthy  men  under  the  same  roof. 
»  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  AVar,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  327. 

Dr.  Smith  to  tlie  PrinciiKil  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  6th  December  1855. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  inform  me  what  mea- 
sures you  recommended  to  be  adopted  by  the  militarv 
authorities  at  Scntai-i  when  cholera  broke  out  in 
so  severe  a  form  amongst  the  troops  stationed 
there. 

Also,  whether  the  removal  of  the  force  was  efl'ected 
in  consequence  of  these  recommendations — in  fact, 
you  must  state  fully  what  part  you  had  in  the  trans- 
action ;  and  I  hope  to  hear  that  you,  as  Principal 
Medical  Officer,  took  the  initiative,  and  advised  and 
guided  the  operations  of  the  military  authorities  at 
the  station. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  328. 

Dr.  Smitli  to  the  Military  Secretary,  Horse  Guards. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  7th  December  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  lionour  to  sulimit,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Field  Marshal  Commanding-in-Cliief,  that 
mucli  inconvenience  and  injury  to  the  public  service 
have  arisen  from  soldiers  proceeding  cn  foreign  ser- 
vice being  permitted  to  embark  while  laliouring  under 
diseases  of  venereal  origin  ;  and  this  has  been  justly 
ascribed  to  the  Avant  of  due  examination  of  the  men 
when  about  to  go  on  board  ship. 

The  necessity  for  such  examination  at  Portsmouth 
I  have  again  and  again  urged,  but  the  reply  has  been 
that  the  performance  of  the  duty  Avas  impracticable, 
and  the  reasons  assigned  were,  in  the  case  of  troops 
coming  from  a  distance,  that  the  men  on  arrival  had 
to  march  and  embark  at  once,  and  also  the  Avant  of 
a  convenient  building  A^'hcre  an  examination  could 
take  place. 

I  may  mention  on  this  subject,  that  a  Acssel  Avhich 
ran  into  Plymouth  disembarked  men  labouring  under 
disease  ;  and  not  a  fcAv  men  destined  for  the  Crimea 
have  been  landed  at  Scutari,  thus  producing  a  tAvo- 
fold  evil,  in  adding  to  the  sick  in  the  hospitals 
intended  for  the  accommodation  of  soldiers  serving 
in  the  field,  and  diminishing  the  number  of  men  who 
ought  to  be  effective  on  arriving  at  the  seat  of  Avar. 

As  a  further  exemplification  of  this  matter,  I  may 
add,  tliat  on  a  late  occasion  30  men  of  the  Land 
Transport  Corps  were  landed  at  Balaklava  and 
received  into  the  hospital  at  that  station,  no  examina- 
tion having  taken  place  before  the  troops  Avent  on 
bo.ard  ship  in  this  country. 

Now  that  the  inconvenience  to  the  service  from 
the  omission  of  the  duty  referred  to  is  becoming  very 
great,  as  exemplified  above,  I  feel  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  some  arrangement  should  be  made 
that  men  may  be  examined  immediately  before  em- 
barking, and  I  therefore  sul>mit  that  an  application 
should  be  made  to  the  Admiralty  for  the  use  of 
some  house  adjoining  to  the  point  Avhere  men  em- 
bark, or,  if  no  such  convenience  exists,  that  a  Avooden 
shed  should  be  erected  for  the  purpose,  as  the  fore- 
going Avill  fiflbrd  sufficient  proof  that  measures  should 
be  resorted  to  to  correct  the  evil  represented  in  this 
communication. 

Some  arrangements  Avill  also  require  to  be  made  in 
this  respect  for  troo])s  embarking  at  Southampton. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Saiith, 
The  Militarv  Secretary,  Director  General. 

&c.     "  &c. 
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No.  329. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Bryee. 

^\j'iiiy  Medical  Department, 
RiR,  nth  December  18.55. 

In  reference  to  your  report  dated  August  last, 
on  the  formation  of  a  sanitarium  in  connection  Avith 
Scutari  hospital  establishment,  I  have  to  thank  you 
for  the  interesting  observations  on  the  advantages 
which  you  consider  would  result  from  such  a  mea- 
sure. 

Some  time  since  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  one  of  the 
Princes'  Islands,  but  failed  to  accomplish  this,  the 
French  having  got  possession  of  it.  I  have  not  yet 
given  up  the  idea,  and  am  now  making  inquiries 
about  Proti. 

The  acknowledgment  of  your  report  lias  been 
accidentally  delayed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Bryce,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  330. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  13th  December  1855. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  October 
last,  recommending  that  a  sash  should  be  substituted 
for  the  "  cholera  belt,"  now  in  use  in  the  army,  I 
have  the  honour  to  state  that  Lord  Panmure,  to 
whom  I  submitted  the  proposition,  is  not  disposed 
to  sanction  the  adoption  of  the  above  article  of 
clothing  for  the  army. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  331. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Portsmouth. 

Army  Medicnl  Department, 
Sir,  Kith  December  1855. 

I  REQUEST  you  wiU  call  on  the  Purveyor  at 
Portsmouth  to  supply,  with  the  least  possilde  delay, 
two  orderlies  for  service  on  board  the  hospital  ship 
Britannia,"  and  to  be  prepared  to  provide  a  furtlier 
number  for  this  service  in  case  they  should  be  re- 
quired. He  will,  of  course,  keep  the  regulations 
bearing  on  this  matter  in  view. 

You  will  also  require  the  above  officer  to  provide 
for  use  on  board  the  "  Britannia"  an  invalid  chair  on 
wheels,  of  the  same  description  as  that  made  by  a 
woi'kman  in  Portsea,  for  the  hospital  of  that  station. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
,  The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  332. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  13th  December  1855. 

I  regret  much  to  find  from  the  reports  of  the 
senior  medical  officer  of  the  divisions  of  the  army 
in  the  field,  extracts  from  which  I  have  the  honour 
hel'ewith  to  submit  for  the  information  of  Lord 
Panmure,  that  even  so  late  as  the  24th  November 
several  of  the  divisions  wei-e  without  anything  like 
the  number  of  huts  necessary  for  the  accommodation 
of  their  sick,  and  that  the  prospect  was  far  from  satis- 
factory to  the  medical  officers.  I  have  repeatedly 
written  to  Dr.  Hall  on  the  subject,  and  requested  him 
to  urge  the  paramount  importance  of  attention  to  the 
wants  of  the  sick,  even  to  the  inconvenience  of  the 


healthy,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he 
has  been  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  duly  providing 
against  the  deficiencies  in  question. 

The  disadvantages  and  danger  of  treating  sick  in 
marquees  during  the  winter  are  so  great,  that  nothing 
short  of  stern  necessity  can  Avarrant  the  continuance 
of  such  a  course  being  permitted.  I  therefore  hope 
I  am  not  asking  too  much  in  soliciting  to  be  in- 
formed Avhat  number  of  hospital  huts  haA-e  been 
forwarded  to  the  army,  and  I  earnestly  recommend, 
if  a  sufficiency  has  not  been  sent  out,  that  an  adequate 
supi)ly  of  huts  may  be  immediately  taken  from  the 
healthy  portion  of  the  troops  and  appropriately  fitted 
up  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  the  sick  of 
corps. 

I  further  fear  that  the  number  of  stoves  necessary 
to  ensure  a  proper  amount  of  Avarmth  in  the  hospital 
huts  is  not  available  Avitli  the  army  in  the  field, 
as  some  medical  officers  state  that  one  stove,  Avhich 
is  allowed  to  each  large  hut,  is  not  capable  of  inain- 
taing  the  temperature  which  is  so  essential  to  the 
Avell-being  of  the  sick. 

I  have  again  written  to  Dr.  Hall  on  the  above 
subjects,  but  I  think  a  hint  from  Lord  Panmure  to 
the  proper  department  on  the  necessity  of  ample 
provision  being  made  for  the  sick  may  aid  the  en- 
deavours of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  for  the 
attainment  of  the  ol)ject  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Ihider  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  333. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War, 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  14th  December  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  I  have 
the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Minister 
for  War,  that  I  liave  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
"  Britannia"  is  occupied  as  an  hospital  sliij)  ;  I  believe 
a  few  invalids  Avere  placed  in  her  one  day  and  removed 
the  next  ;  she  is  in  the  middle  of  the  harbour,  and 
much  exposed  to  weather,  and  I  consider  it  Avill  not 
be  possible  to  make  her  available  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  sick  and  Avounded  during  theAvinter  Avithout 
much  risk  to  the  patients. 

I  bas  e,  &c. 
(Signed)      A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,        Director  General. 
kc.  &c. 


No.  334. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  '  Department,  14th  December  1855. 

I  NOTICE  several  medical  officers  report  cases  of 
typhoid  fever,  and  as  in  their  description  of  the 
morbid  appearances  formed  after  death  they  describe 
the  intestinal  ulcerations  which  are  considered  to 
characterize  genuine  typhus,  I  Avill  therefore  be  glad 
to  have  your  opinion  Avhether  the  disease  is  typhus 
or  typhoid  fever.  If  it  is  the  former,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  be  very  vigilant,  as  that  disease  Avas  the 
scourge  of  the  Russians  during  the  campaign  of 
1829-30  in  Turkey. 

I  have  long  been  fearing  an  invasion  of  that  fever, 
and  if  it  should,  after  all  our  misfortunes,  break  out  in 
an  epidemic  form,  there  is  no  calculating  Avhat  havoc 
it  Avould  make.  I  think  you  Avill  agree  Avith  me  in 
the  propriety  of  calling  the  attention  of  medical 
officers  to  the  subject,  as,  besides  the  morbid  appear-^ 
ance,  Ave  have  also  a  concurrent  symptom  of  typhus 
petaechia  warning  us  to  be  on  the  alert. 

Should  genuine  typhus  appear,  Avill  you  be  able  to 
have  the  sick  separated  from  men  suffering  from 
other  complaints  ?    You  mention  you  had  the  inten- 
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tion  of  giring  up  the  canap  hospital,  but  I  hope  you 
will  not  do  that  until  you  have  unquestionable  reason 
to  expect  all  chance  of  the  occurrence  of  serious 
disease  is  past.  If  you  once  let  it  out  of  your  pos- 
session, you  may  find  it  difficult  to  recover  it  sliould 
it  be  wanted. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  you  on  this  matter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)     A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 

No.  33o. 

Dr.  Smith  io  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
•l'  Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  14th  December  1855. 

As  I  found  from  the  last  Aveekly  reports  of  the 
principal  medical  officers  of  divisions  serving  in  the 
field  that  nothing  like  the  full  amount  of  hospital 
huts  necessary  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  at  this 
advanced  season  of  the  year  had  been  provided,  and 
as  I  feared  you  miglit  rerpiire  some  assistance  to 
enable  you  to  secure  a  due  provision  of  such  accommo- 
dation, I  have  accordingly  urged  on  Lord  Panmure 
the  necessity  of  requesting  the  jiroper  department  to 
attend  above  all  to  the  Avants  of  the  sick. 

1  have  informed  him  tiiat  you  have  done  all  in 
your  power,  therefore  if  evils  result  from  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  means  referred  to,  no  blame  will  rest 
on  you. 

We  have  all  eyes  ujjon  us,  and  if  the  sick  sufier, 
and  we  lea\e  anything  untried  provide  against 
such  suffering,  we  shall  not  only  have  our  own  con- 
sciences reproaching  us,  but  pul)lic  opinion  will  be 
arrayed  against  us,  as  it  is  now  supposed  that  the 
doctors  have  only  to  represent  what  is  needed  to  have 
it  supplied. 

1  have,  hQ. 
(Signed)     A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  336. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deput)/  Secretary-at-War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  15th  December,  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

vour  letter  of  the  13th  instant.  No.  respecting 
I  he  winter  HP  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  sick  in  the 
army  of  the  East,  and  in  reply  beg  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  Lord  Panmure,  that  previous  to  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  I  had  given  all 
necessary  instructions  to  have  the  5,000  suits  which 
had  been  cancelled  from  the  original  order  for  10,000 
forwarded  to  Scutari  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  order 
to  meet  all  possible  contingencies  T  made  application 
also  at  the  same  time  for  an  additional  5,000. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)     A.  Smith, 
The  Depntv  Seci'otarv-at-War,        Director  General. 


No.  337. 

Z>r.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  17th  December  1855. 

Advicktinm;  to  my  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  in 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  two  boards  of  medical 
,  officers,  one  for  inquiries  in  the  Crimea,  the  other  at 
Scutari  in  regard  to  the  health  of  the  army,  I  have 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  not  yet  obtained  the 
sanction  of  the  Minister  for  War  to  incur  the  expense 
which  Avill  be  required  to  provide  the  instruments 
and  appliances  necessary  to  the  efficient  discharge  of 


the  investigations  referred  to,  but  this  circumstance 
need  not  delay  the  contemplated  operations,  as  much 
of  the  information  which  will  be  expected  from  the 
labours  of  the  boards  can  be  collected  without  the 
means  necessary  for  a  full  examination  of  morbid 
specimens,  for  which  the  instruments,  &c.  are  required. 

A  short  history  of  diseases  as  they  appear  among 
the  native  inhabitants  of  the  localities  Avhere  the 
troops  have  been  successively  stationed  will  be  a 
a  good  introduction  to  that  of  the  diseases  whicli 
have  affected  the  troops  ;  this,  therefore,  will  perhaps 
be  found  sufficient  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
boards  till  the  arrangements  in  progress  have  been 
completed. 

The  report  of  each  board  should,  I  think  you  will 
agree  with  me,  contain  all  that  it  is  important  to 
record  relative  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  army 
since  its  departure  from  England,  and  in  furtherance 
of  that  desirable  olyect  I  forward  a  few  suggestioris 
Avhich  may  be  of  use  to  the  officers  you  employ  in 
the  inquiries  ;  these  suggestions  are  simply  intended 
as  hints,  and  are  not  to  be  understood  as  by  any 
means  comprising  all  the  points  to  which  attention 
must  be  directed. 

Assuming  that  the  two  boards  will  be  composed  of 
able,  zealous  officers,  I  think  the  deijartment  and  the 
profession  may  fairly  expect  a  mass  of  interesting 
information,  which,  when  amalgannited  with  that 
which  the  statistical  board  in  this  office  will  supply, 
will  enable  us  to  publish  a  volume  which  will  prove 
not  only  creditable  to  the  Medical  Department,  but 
valuable  to  medical  science,  and  most  useful  to 
medical  officers  of  future  armies.  Had  a  digest  of 
the  kind  it  is  now  time  to  attempt,  been  in  existence 
when  the  present  war  was  commenced,  much  of  Avhat 
has  proved  difficult  to  you  and  me  would  not  have 
been  experienced. 

With  every  prospect  that  wliat  is  so  valuable  and 
useful  may  be  accomplished  by  vigorous  application 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  specially  employed,  and 
with  a  hope  that  a  concurrent  ardour  and  willingness 
will  be  evinced  by  others  not  so  directly  engaged  in 
the  proposed  investigation,  I  sincerely  trust  that  the 
expectations  which  are  entertained  Avill  be  even 
more  than  realized. 

The  boards  will  of  course  have  to  depend  on  the 
medical  officers  of  regiments  for  information  relative 
to  the  diseases,  injuries,  and  wounds  which  have 
occurred  in  each  corps  during  its  sojourn  in  the  East  ; 
therefore  it  will  probably  be  found  desirable  for  you 
to  issue  a  departmental  notice,  inviting  them  to  pro- 
mote the  object  in  view,  and  furnish  every  possible 
information  calculated  to  further  the  labours  of  the 
boards. 

The  information  from  regimental  officers  will 
require  to  be  furnished  in  the  form  of  reports,  and 
you  Avill  give  it  to  be  understood  that  I  will  recom- 
mend the  surgeon  or  assistant  surgeon  (staff  or 
regimental)  who  su])plies  the  best  report  for  a  step 
of  promotion. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  with  your  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  prospect  of  the  ultimate  attainment 
of  the  object  sought  ))y  the  proposed  measure. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)      A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 

P.S. — You  will  be  good  enough  to  communicate 
your  instructions  to  Dr.  Linton  in  regard  to  the  above 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 


Sri5,jECT.s  suggested  for  the  Inquiry  and  Keport  of 
the  Boards  selected  to  investigate  the  State  of 
Health  of  the  Army  of  the  East. 

Climate. — Climate  of  Turkey  generally,  but  more 
particularly  that  of  the  various  localities  occupied  by 
or  which  have  l)een  occui)ied  by  the  army,  viz. : — 
Gallipoli,  iScutari,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Bos- 
phorus,  Varna,  and  Bulgaria,  the  Crimea,  and  other 

L  2  ' 
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Stations  held  by  our  troops;  the  physical  characters 
of  these  countries;  production,  supply,  description, 
and  quality  of  food;  Avater;  means  of  transit,  &c. 

Diseases.— Endemic;  sources  of  disease;  epidemic 
visitations;  their  supposed  origin;  glance  at  the  native 
practice  of  medicines;  any  available  statistics  affect- 
ing the  increase  of  population;  the  per-centage  of 
deaths;  hereditary  diseases;  the  prevalence  of  venereal 
and  small-pox,  and  ophthalmia. 

British  Armi/.— State  of  each  regiment  on  landing 
in  the  country;  if  previously  healthy  or  otherwise;  its 
station  prior  to  arrival  in  the  East,  the  average  age  of 
its  men,  if  regiments  seasoned  by  service  in  the  Medi- 
teranean  or  elsewhere  have  proved  more  healthy  than 
corps  brought  from  home. 

Average  per-centage  of  sick  of  corps  at  expiration 
of  iirst  quarter  after  landing. 

Average  per-centage  of  sick  at  the  expiration  of 
succeeding  quarterly  periods. 

General  averages  from  the  above. 

Circumstances  affecting  the  health  of  particular 
corps  and  the  army  generally  which  have  led  to 
deterioration  of  health,  whether  arising  from 

Endemic  influences. 

Climate, 

Deficient  clothing. 
Impure  water, 
Innutritious  food, 

Insufficient  food,  < 

Ill-cooked  food. 

Food  taken  without  regularity, 

Want  of  fuel. 

Insufficient  stimulants. 

Excessive  use  of  stimulants. 

Adulterated  quality  of  stimulants, 

Excessive  and  too  long-continued  bodily  toil  with 

insufficient  slee]), 
Drilling  at  improper  hours, 

Want  of  means  for  ablution  and  personal  cleanli- 
ness. 
Want  of  tents. 
Bad  quality  of  tents, 
Overcrowding  in  tents, 
Want  of  bedding  in  tents. 

Deficient  or  otherwise  objectionable  hospital  accom- 
modation ; 

Objectionable    hospital  marquees,   whether  from 
their  texture,  selection  of  unhealty  site,  want  of 
bedding; 
Deficient  supply  of  medicines, 

„        medical  comforts, 
„        hospital  stores, 
Want  of  amusements. 

Opinion  in  regard  to  means  of  transport,  bearers, 
ambulances,  &c. 

Diseases. — Diseases,  those  more  especially  which 
have  proved  the  scourge  of  the  army;  their  origin, 
mode  of  propagation,  treatment,  and  pathology. 

Prophylactic  measures  attempted  and  recommended. 

General  sanitary  measures  adopted,  measures  which 
ought  to  have  been  adopted,  and  reasons  why  they 
were  not  put  in  practice. 

Wounds. — Wounds,  according  to  the  most  approved 
mode  of  classification,  the  consequent  operations,  with 
the  result,  and  the  improved  rules  of  practice  sug- 
gested therefrom. 

Suggestions  for  the  coming  campaign,  keeping  in 
view  "that  military  reasons  may  render  any  proposed 
measures  impracticable.  General  deductions  from  the 
inquiry. 


No.  338. 

Di\  Smith  (o  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiE,  19th  December  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
transmitting  the  enclosures  noted  on  the  margin.  I 
have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  do  not  feel  safe  in 
brino'in"'  vour  letter  and  that  of  Senior  Surgeon 


Elliott,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  to  the  notice  of  the 
superior  authorities  at  home  until  I  am  possessed  of 
fuller  information  from  you  respecting  the  matter  in 
question. 

My  idea  of  the  case  and  view  of  the  proper  mode 
of  procedure  under  the  circumstances,  supposing  I 
rightly  understand  the  statement  referred  to,  is  as 
follows : — 

If  the  medical  officer  of  a  battery  should  require 
additional  hospital  accommodation,  or  anything  else 
for  his  sick  which  is  not  furnished  by  the  Medical 
Department,  he  should  represent  his  wants  at  once 
to  the  immediate  Commanding  Officer,  and  if  the 
latter  does  not  comply  with  the  demand  or  take  steps 
to  secure  what  is  Avanted,  should  it  not  be  in  his  own 
possession  or  under  his  control,  the  Medical  Officer 
should,  in  that  case,  at  once  report  the  circumstance 
to  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  of  the  Artillery,  furnish- 
ing him  with  a  copy  of  any  reiwesentation  unsuccess- 
fully made,  and  an  account  of  the  reasons  which 
rendered  such  representation  necessary.  The  Senior 
Medical  Officer  on  receving  this  ought  then  certainly 
and  without  delay  to  communicate  in  writing  with 
the  Assistant  Quarter-Master  General  of  the  division 
or  train,  and  urge  the  necessity  for  immediate  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition. 

I  suspect  I  should  be  told  that  the  above  is  the  course 
which  ought  to  be  pursued  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, as  being  that  generally  observed  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  British  army. 

Occasions,  however,  will  often  occur  when  it 
will  be  neither  prudent  nor  justifiable,  nor  for  the 
good  of  the  soldier  or  the  service,  to  adhere  to  the 
above  practice,  for  instance,  when  immediate  mea- 
sures are  necessary  and  cannot  properly  be  carried 
out  in  the  ordinary  Avay  without  an  amount  of  delay 
which  would  jiroA'e  detrimental.  On  such  occasions 
I  consider  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  ought,  if  he  has, 
either  from  his  OAvn  observation  or  by  information 
obtained  from  medical  officers  serving  under  his 
superintendence,  reason  to  believe  that  his  inter- 
ference is  necessary  immediately,  to  communicate  with 
the  Assistant  Quarter-Master  General,  or  even  the 
General  in  command  of  the  Artillery,  and  if  his 
representation  is  rejected  on  the  jilea  that  the  subject 
to  which  it  related  had  not  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  some  subordinate  military  authority,  the  respon- 
sibility incurred  would  be  such  as  fcAV  would  venture 
to  take. 

I  consider  that  Mr.  Elliott  ought  to  make  at  least  a 
weekly  inspection  of  all  the  stations  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  hos- 
]iitals,  and  assure  liiraself  that  the  medical  officers 
haA'e  at  their  command  Avhatever  is  requisite  for  the 
well-being  of  the  sick,  and  that  he  should  forAvard  to 
the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  the  Artillery,  for 
the  information  of  Sir  Richard  Dacres,  a  report  em- 
bracing a  notice  of  every  thing  he  had  observed  or  had 
communicated  to  him  affecting  the  state  of  the  sick, 
and  giA'ing,  moreover,  his  OAvn  \ieAvs  and  opinions  as 
to  AAdiat  Avas  necessary,  provided  he  did  not  find  every 
thing  in  the  condition  he  considered  it  ought  to  be 
for  the  good  of  the  service. 

I  think  you  Avill  do  Avell  again  to  consult  Sir 
William  Codrington  in  reference  to  this  subject,  as  I 
feel  confident  he  Avill,  if  matters  are  properly  explained 
to  him,  see  it  necessary  that  Mr.  Elliott  should  have 
free  access  to  the  supreme  Artillery  authorities,  and 
be  even  required  to  communicate  to  them  Avhat  he 
considers  objectionable.  If  he  is  to  be  debarred  from 
intercourse  of  the  kind  there  is  evidently  no  necessity 
for  retaining  him  in  his  present  position. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  339. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Ai'iny  Medical  Department, 
giu^  21st  December  1855. 

Adverting  to  niy  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I 
have  the  honour  to  state  for  your  information  that 
a  telegraphic  message,  dated  24th  ultimo,  to  the 
following  effect  has  been  received  by  the  Minister  for 
War  from  Sir  William  Codrington,  viz.: — 

"  The  huts  for  26,000  are  now  able  to  be,  or 
being  delivered.  Hospital  accommodation  for  4,300 
men  ;  of  these  about  2,000  in  new  huts." 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  S.-mxii, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  340. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sn{,  24th  December  1855. 

Referring  to  the  representation  in  the  weekly 
report  of  Senior  Surgeon  Elliott,  O.  M.  D.,  that  the 
use  of  lime  juice  has  been  discontinued  in  Cai)tain 
McKay's  Coinpany,  "  W "  battery,  Royal  Artillery, 
I  request  you  will  inform  me  under  what  circum- 
stances it  has  been  found  necessary  to  abandon  the 
employment  of  this  very  important  prophylactic  of 
scorbutic  disease. 

If  there  is  a  deliciency  of  lime  juice  immediate 
measures  must  be  taken  to  procure  an  additional 
supply. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Sjiitu, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


understand  how  the  General  is  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary hospital  accommodation  on  shore,  if  he  adds  none 
to  that  at  present  existing. 

"  There  is  this  day  in  Portsmouth  spare  accommo- 
dation for  only  58  sick,  and  that  is  for  any  increase 
Avliich  may  be  furnished  by  the  garrison  or  from 
ships  arriving  Avith  sick  and  wounded  from  the  East. 
Now  I  shall  suppose  that  three  ships  with  invalids 
arrive  at  Portsmouth  on  the  30th  of  the  present 
month,  after  a  stormy  jiassage,  and  that  each  lands 
25  men  requiring  hos})ital  treatment, — not  an  un- 
likely occui'rencc, —  in  this  case  Avhere  would  the 
accommodation  lie  found,  even  should  no  increase 
of  the  sick  from  the  corps  in  garrison  have  reduced 
between  this  date  and  the  30th  instant  the  number  of 
beds  availal)]e  ? 

"  The  danger  of  trusting  to  so  small  a  supply  of 
spare  beds  appears  to  me  so  great,  that  I  must  stiite 
distinctly,  if  such  accommodation  is  not  to  be  aug- 
mented that  I  must  beg  to  be  relieved  from  the 
responsibility. 

"  My  own  opinion  is,  that  at  least  50  or  60  addi- 
tional beds  should  be  available  at  Portsmouth  during 
the  next  four  months,  and  that  they  ought,  if 
])ossiljle,  to  1)0  provided  at  once.  I  am  told  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  any  building  that  will  sujiply  such 
accommodation  ;  in  that  case  I  would  recommend 
that  the  building  in  the  Camber  bastion,  which  was 
at  one  time  a  hospital  but  an  objectionable  one,  be 
again  used  as  a  regimental  hospital  for  the  winter,  as 
the  causes  which  render  it  objectionable  do  not 
operate  nearly  so  perniciously  during  cold  as  during 
hot  weather. 

"  1  am  accordingly  anxious  on  this  subject,  as  I 
fear  some  sudden  influx  of  sick  into  the  hospital  now 
existing  may  exhaust  all  the  accommodation  it  is 
able  to  afibrd,  and,  moreover,  leave  some  surplus 
sick  to  1)6  otherwise  provided  for. 

"  I  have,  &c. 
"  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

"  Director  General." 

'•  Tlie  Militarv  Seci'etarv, 
"&c.        '  &c." 


No.  341. 

(Extract.) 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
Sir,  Department,  29th  December  1855. 

"  Now  with  reference  to  a  subject  of  much 
importance,  treated  on  in  General  Breton's  letter  of 
the  12tli  instant,  namely,  his  never  having  intended 
ilie  '  liritannia'  for  an  hospital  ship,  I  can  oidy  say 
tluU  1  was  directed  Ijy  a  letter  of  the  (Quarter-Master 
General  to  prepare  an  hospital  fur  fifty  sick  on  board 
that  vessel,  and  in  obedience  to  orders  I  took  imme- 
diate steps  to  do  so,  and  all  that  was  required,  except 
a  few  hos]ntal  utensils,  which  were  always  to  be  had 
from  the  barrack-master,  were  provided  as  long  since 
as  last  July.  I  was  also  desired  to  provide  a  medical 
staff,  as  well  as  hospital  servants,  for  the  above 
service,  and  some  of  these  have  been  for  many 
months  past  in  waiting  in  Portsmouth  till  the  time 
when  recourse  would  be  had  to  the  '  Britannia.' 

"  During  the  time  the  '  Britannia'  was  fitting  up, 
and  ever  since  her  equi])ment  was  reported  as  com- 
]>leted.  I  have  been  adverse  to  putting  sick  and 
wounded  men  on  board,  from  the  suffering  which 
man\  of  them  would  probably  experience  in  being 
liauled  up  the  side  of  a  ship  necessarily  standing 
high  out  of  the  water,  and  let  down  below;  and 
further,  from  the  injury  man}'  of  them  would  sustain 
(luring  the  wint(>r  season  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  in  a  situation  so  exjjosed  as  that  in  which 
the  '  Britannia'  is  nu)oreil. 

"  jVssuming,  then,  that  Cieueral  Breton  does  not 
intend  to  occupy  this  vessel  as  an  hospital,  and  that 
during  the  depth  of  the  Avinter  it  Avill  not  be  prac- 
licnhle  to  convey  nearly  as  nniuy  sick  to  Chichester 
or  Chatham  as  it  was  during  the  summer,  I  cannot 


No.  342. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  2d  January  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  j'our  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  Avith  its  enclosed 
copy  of  a  depatch  from  Major  General  Storks,  re- 
])orting  the  hospital  at  Kululie  has  been  set  apart 
for  th.e  accommodation  of  a  certain  number  of  sick. 

In  reply  I  beg  to  state  that  it  is  very  gratifying  to 
me  to  find  that  two  regiments  of  the  British  German 
Legion  are  not,  as  Avas  contem])laled  on  their  reaching 
the  East,  to  occupy  a  portion  of  the  hospital  at  Scutari, 
and  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  interest  of  the  sick  and 
the  service  Avill  l>enefit  by  the  more  recent  arrange- 
ments. The  difiiculty,  nay  impossibility,  hoAA^ever, 
of  landing  sick  at  Scutari  during  very  heavy  Avea- 
ther  renders  it  very  desirable  that  a  certain  amount 
of  hospital  accommodation  should  be  aA^ailable  in  a 
situation  Avhere  a  disembarkation  can  be  secured  at 
anv  time  ;  it  therefore  appears  to  me  that  the  arrange- 
ment efi'ected  by  General  Storks  is  a  highly  judicious 
one,  and  I  sincerely  trust  no  circumstances  Avill  arise 
to  render  it  necessary  to  change  it,  and  that  it  Avill 
be  found  practicalile  to  retain  space  sufficient  for  the 
treatment  of  160  sick  at  Kululie. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretarv  for  War, 
&e.  "  &c. 
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APPENDIX  TO  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIBE 


No.  343. 

The  Director  General  to  the  Quarter -Master 
General. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  7tli  January  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Field  Marshal  Commanding  in  Chief,  that  I 
have  heard  from  a  letter  just  received  from  the  Prin- 
cipal Medical  OtRcer  at  Portsmouth,  that  the  wooden 
huts  proposed  to  be  erected  in  the  engineer  yard  of 
tliat  station  for  the  accommodation  of  sick  have 
scarcely  been  begun,  not  more  than  their  foundations 
being  laid  ;  I  therefore  earnestly  recommend  that 
their  erection  should  be  advanced  and  completed  as 
quickly  as  possible,  as  no  one  can  foresee  at  what 
hour  they  may  be  required.  The  number  2,  each  to 
receive  20  sick,  is,  I  suspect,  not  likely  to  prove  equal 
to  the  demands  which  will  arise  during  the  winter 
months  ;  I  therefore  beg  to  recommend  that  additional 
huts  of  the  above  dimensions,  or  perhaps  two  of  a 
larger  size,  may  be  provided. 

Fortunately  at  present  the  weather  is  so  mild  that 
it  may  be  practicable  without  danger  to  the  sick  to 
send  on  many  to  Chichester,  but  if  a  change  should 
take  place  in  the  weather,  the  few  beds  available  in 
the  chief  hospital  at  Portsmouth  will  soon  be  occu- 
pied, and  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the 
buildings  in  the  Camber  bastion  and  the  huts  as  soon 
as  they  are  ready  for  the  reception  of  sick. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Quarter-Master  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  344. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
giij^  8th  January  1856. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  for  your  considera- 
tion certain  extracts  from  a  report  made  by  Dr. 
Lyons,  and  I  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  respecting 
each  of  the  subjects  adverted  to  as  soon  as  your 
time  will  admit  of  your  furnishing  a  few  observations 
thereon.  If  the  water  is  impure,  as  stated,  you  have 
as  a  corrective  of  this,  available  at  Scutari,  a  number 
of  filters  which  might  perhaps  be  used  advanta- 
geously in  the  hospitals. 

If  diarrhosa  of  the  form  described  by  Dr.  Lyons  is 
a  common  complaint,  would  the  prophylactic  use  of 
quinine  not  prove  serviceable  towards  preventing 
the  condition  wliich  is  supposed  to  give  rise  to  it  ? 

I  am  anxious  to  know  if  you  consider  that  the 
removal  of  sick  to  the  Bosphorus  to  the  extent 
mentioned  in  the  enclosed  would  be  an  advantageous 
measure. 

I  have  hitherto  been  of  opinion  that  the  climate  of 
the  Crimea  is  more  conducive  to  the  restoration  of 
health  than  Scutari,  or  the  other  localities  in  which 
the  hospitals  are  placed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Olficer, 
&c.  &c. 


(Extracts.) 

"  The  water  supply  in  many  instances  througliout 
the  camp  has  not  been  as  good  as  could  be  wished  ; 
flowing  over  or  through  a  soft  limestone  and  clay,  it 
contains  earthy  particles  and  other  impurities  in  a 
state  of  fine  division. 

"  A  supply  of  filters  of  adequate  capacity  and 
simplicity  of  construction  would  be  an  invaluable 
acquisition  to  regiments  in  the  Crimea." 

"  Camp  diarrhoea  has  presented  itself  in  several 
very  distinct  forms  ;  one  very  common  was  that  in 
which,  without  pain,  feverish  symptoms,  or  aught  else 


to  indicate  its  approach,  a  relaxed  state  of  the  bowels 
came  on,  and,  disregarded  at  first,  became  troublesome 
chiefly  from  its  frequency  and  continuance. 

"  This  state  was  often,  but  not  always,  accompanied 
by  loss  of  appetite  ;  but  perhaps  its  most  remarkable 
feature  was  to  almost  total  suspension  of  the  digestive, 
assimilative,  and  absorbent  functions. 

"  The  egesta  differing  but  little  in  appearance  from 
the  ingesta. 

"  If  continuance  of  this  state,  often  with  a  remark- 
able and  obstinate  resistance  to  the  action  of  medi- 
cines for  many  days,  or,  as  was  not  unfrequently  the 
case,  for  several  weeks,  produced  very  great  depres- 
sion of  strength,  complete  change  of  air  seemed  in 
the  very  obstinate  cases  to  ofler  the  only  chances  of 
immediate  and  permanent  relief. 

"  The  circumstances  and  difficulties  attending  the 
transmission  of  numbers  of  men  to  a  distance  by  sea 
or  land  rendered  this  measure  less  available,  though 
not  less  necessary,  in  the  case  of  soldiers  affected  with 
diarrhoea  than  in  that  of  officers.  I  doubt  not, 
however,  that  had  facilities  existed  for  the  transport 
of  those  amongst  the  men  affected  Avith  atonic  diar- 
hoee  to  a  locality  more  suitable  to  their  condition,  the 
disease  could,  it  a  large  number  of  cases,  have  been 
arrested  in  this  stage,  and  that  thus  many  valuable 
lives  would  have  been  saved  to  the  British  arms. 

"  To  be  effectual,  however,  this  measure  should  be 
adopted  early  in  the  disease,  and  on  a  large  scale. 
The  noble  establishments  on  the  Bosphorus,  the 
Dardanelles,  and  at  Smyrna,  with  the  splendid  trans- 
port fleet  of  the  English  service,  would  seem  to 
me  to  present  admirable  facilities  for  the  extension  of 
the  system  of  sick  and  convalescent  leave  on  a  very 
considerable  scale  to  the  troops  on  active  service  in 
the  Crimea  ;  and  this  remark  applies  not  only  to 
those  affected  with  the  disease  now  under  consi- 
deration, but  also,  and  in  a  more  forcible  degree  per- 
haps, to  those  labouring  under  the  effects  of  maladies 
of  a  still  graver  character. 

"  I  doubt  not  that,  if  facilities  for  this  purpose  were 
placed  at  his  disposal,  your  most  indefatigable  and 
invaluable  Inspector  General  Dr.  Hall  would  be  but 
too  anxious  to  avail  himself  of  them  for  the  due 
carrying  out  of  so  obviously  important  a  measure. 

"  In  the  anticipation  of  active  operations  in  the  field, 
and  in  the  absence  on  sick  leave  of  some  of  the 
medical  staff  of  the  general  hospital  in  camp,  and  the 
continued  severe  illness  of  others,  I  had  to  volunteer 
for  actual  hospital  duty  ;  and  after  the  assault  of  the 
8th  September  a  larger  number  of  operations  fell  to 
my  lot  than  to  any  other  member  of  the  medical  staff 
of  the  general  hospital,  the  care  of  which  cases  has 
continued  to  occupy  me." 


No.  345. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Purveyor-in- Chief  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sib,  9th  January  1856. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo, 
respecting  the  bottling  of  some  of  the  Port  wine  in 
cask  at  the  general  store  at  Scutari,  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  request  that  you  will  make  every  effort  to 
get  the  whole  of  the  4,000  dozen  referred  to  in  my 
communication  of  the  lOth  Decemljer  last  bottled  by 
the  1st  April  next,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  meet  the 
wants  of  tlie  sick  in  the  event  of  the  army  ad- 
vancing. 

From  the  number  of  cases  sent  out  from  tliis  country 
from  time  to  time  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  I  cannot  conceive  that  much  difficulty  will  occur 
in  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply,  and  I  presume  that 
all  necessary  repairs  can  be  effected  with  the  means 
at  hand  in  Constantino])le. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Purveyor-in-Chief,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  346. 

Dr.  Siiiitk  to  Dr.  Hall. 

.\.riiiy  Medical  Depiirtment, 
Slit,  9th  Jaiuiary  1856. 

Ix  reply  to  jonv  letter  of  the  7th  December,  I  • 
am  much  pleased  to  find  that  you  had  antici])ated  me 
in  elf'ecting  the  segregation  of  the  cases  of  ophtlialmia. 
In  dealing  with  this  disease  we  cannot  be  too  cautious, 
as  should  it  frona  any  cause  assume  an  epidemic  form, 
and  extend  itself,  much  mischief  would  arise  there- 
from. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Si<;npd)        A.  Smith. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  347. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Linton. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  10th  January  18,56. 

Obskrving  in  the  weekly  report  of  the  Stall' 
Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Hospital  at  Kululie,  that  the 
amount  of  sickness  in  the  British  German  Legion  is 
attributed  by  him  to  want  of  beds  and  bedsteads, 
T  have  to  request  that  you  will  make  a  careful  in- 
spection of  tiieir  barracks,  and  if  this  deficiency  exists, 
bring  it  at  once  to  tlie  notice  of  the  military  authori- 
ties at  Scutari  ;  and  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
inform  me  wiiat  quantitv  of  bedclothes  is  su])i)lied  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  Legion. 

I  have  further  to  request  that  you  will  cause  a 
copy  of  the  meteorological  register  to  be  made  from 
the  commencement  of  the  observations,  and  send  it  to 
this  office. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Linton,  Director  General. 


Xo.  348. 

Ur.  Sinitli  to  tin'  J'rincipal  Medical  Officer 
ill  the  Crimed. 

Army  Medical  l^epartment, 
Su:,  lOtii  January  1856. 

OiJSERVixr,  by  the  last  weekly  returns  that  I  had 
received  from  you  that  a  large  numl)er  of  cases  of 
gelafio  have  occurred  in  the  army,  and  as  this  may 
arise  from  inattention  on  tiie  part  of  the  soldier,  I 
liiive  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  cause  in- 
(piiries  to  be  made  if  the  men  generally  are  supplied 
w  ith  good  boots,  and  if  the  supply  of  Avorsted  socks  is 
f-u1iicient  to  ])rovide  a  change  after  exposure  to 
wet. 

I  think  it  would  be  well  to  impress  upon  the  men 
the  necessity  of  attending  to  this,  as  damp  feet  must 
in  sonie  measure  render  them  more  liable  to  frost 
bile. 

A  recommendation  has  been  forwarded  to  you  of 
Mr.  Selby's  project  of  rubl)ing  tlic  soldier's  boots  and 
fe(>t  with  oil  ;  1  sluvU  be  glad  to  learn  what  you  think 
of  the  )ilan,  if  it  has  l)een  tried,  and,  if  so,  with  what 
efl'ect. 

Is  it  vour  opinion  that  any  of  tlie  cases  of  gelatio 
may  Ije  traced  to  the  fact  of  men  having  been  nmch 
exposed  while  in  a  state  of  intoxication  ? 

1  have,  &c. 
( Signed)     A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  ^Ie(lical  OHicer, 
&c.  c^C. 


No.  349. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Siu,  iOth  January  1856. 

As  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  last  ten 
■weekly  returns  up  to  the  22d  December  of  the  expen- 


diture of  medical  comforts  at  Balaklava,  that  none  of 
the  port  wine  in  cask  has  been  used,  but  that  the  con- 
sumption has  entirely  taken  place  in  the  bottled  wine, 
I  have  the  lionour  to  bring  the  above  circumstance 
especially  to  your  notice,  in  order  that  you  may  take 
into  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  di'aw  upon  the  wine  in  cask  during  the  time  that 
the  troops  are  in  winter  quarters,  so  as  to  have  a 
large  supply  on  hand  in  bottle  convenient  for  trans- 
port, in  the  event  of  the  army  advancing  in  the 
spring. 

Mr.  Purveyor  Fitzgerald,  having  stated  in  a  com- 
munication to  you  dated  21st  ultimo,  and  forwarded  to 
this  department,  "  that  the  two  dozen  cases  of  bottled 
porter  are  most  convenient  and  available  for  all  pur- 
poses, both  of  camps  and  expeditions,"  I  imagine 
the  same  observation  will  apply  to  bottled  wine  and 
brandy. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)     A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  350. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  10th  January  1856. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  letter  dated 
21st  ultimo,  forwarded  by  you,  in  which  he  states 
that  the  half-pint  tins  of  essence  of  beef  were  not 
distinguished  from  the  quarter-pint  tins  in  his  weekly 
returns  of  medical  comforts,  as  it  had  been  found,  as 
already  represented,  that  the  strength  or  nutritious 
properties  of  the  latter  equalled  the  former,  I  have 
the  honour  to  state  that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such 
representation  having  been  made  to  this  department, 
and  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  call  upon 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  to  inform  me  whether  both  sizes  bore 
the  name  of  "  Hogarth,"  as  one  is  double  the  price  of 
the  other,  and  l)oth  are  supposed  to  be  of  precisely 
the  same  strength,  consequently  the  half-pint  tins 
should  contain  double  the  quantity  of  nutriment  to 
the  quarter  pint. 

As  regards  the  continued  supply  of  essence  of  beef, 
Mr.  Fitzgerald's  explanation  is  satisfactory,  and  I 
shall  take  care  that  the  20,000  quarter-pints  required 
monthly  be  forwarded  until  I  hear  they  are  no  longer 
wanted. 

A  supply  of  bottled  porter  will  also  be  regularly 
transmitted. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  351. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Linton,  Principal  3Iedical  Officer 
at  Scutari. 

Ai-my  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  11th  January  1856. 

Observing  in  the  weekly  report  (22d  December) 
a  description  of  fever  (pernicious)  prevailing  at  the 
general  hospital,  I  am  of  opinion  that  even  should 
the  disease  in  question  not  be  on  its  first  appearance 
contagious,  yet  it  may  become  so  in  some  situations 
and  with  certain  adjutants. 

1  therefore  think  it  would  be  well  to  set  apart  a 
portion  of  the  hospital  for  the  reception  of  such 
cases. 

With  regard  to  the  accommodation  provided  for  the 
cavalry  regiments  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Haidar 
Pasha,  and  which  is  stated  in  the  same  report  as 
having  been  hitherto  insufficient,  I  would  be  glad  to 
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learn  if  there  is  any  prospect  of  improvement  in  tlieir 
huts  or  barracks. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Linton,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.    &c.  Director  General. 

P.S. — In  the  Aveekly  report  of  the  statF  surgeon  of 
the  2d  division  barrack  hospital,  a  number  of  men 
are  stated  to  be  sutfering-  from  a  low  form  of  cachexia; 
such  cases,  I  suspect,  will  only  recover  satisfactorily 
by  being  sent  to  this  counti-y. 


Xo.  3,32. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  17th  fRinuary  1856. 

As  the  army  in  the  East  will  in  all  probability 
take  the  field  in  the  ensuing  spring  witli  an  increase 
to  its  present  strength  of  about  30,000  men,  I  am 
anxious  to  be  informed  whether  you  consider  the 
number  of  ambulances  and  other  provisions  for  the 
carriage  of  the  wounded  now  available  in  the  East 
sufficient  to  meet  the  probable  requirements  of  the_ 
increased  force. 

It  is  proposed  in  this  office  to  send,  in  addition  to 
the  different  conveyances  already  forwarded  from  this 
country,  the  numbers  named  in  the  margin;*  but  before 
doing  so  I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  whether,  in  your 
opinion,  they  will  prove  enough  for  the  wants  of  the 
sick  and  wounded. 

As  regards  hospital  stores  and  medical  comforts,  in 
the  event  of  there  not  being  a  sufficiency  now  in  the 
East,  it  will  be  necessary  that  I  should  be  furnished, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  with  a  complete  list 
showing  the  quantities  of  whatever  articles  you  may 
think  requisite  to  be  supplied. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  353. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  18th  January  1856. 

It  having  been  stated  to  me  from  a  private  source 
that  the  persons  of  several  men,  particularly  of  the 
land  transport  corps,  arriving  at  Renkioi  from  the 
Crimea,  have  been  found  infested  with  vermin,  I  have 
to  call  your  attention  to  my  letter  of  the  28th  July 
last  in  regai'd  to  the  "  insecticide  "  used  with  success 
in  the  Belgian  army,  and  sent  out  to  the  Crimea  under 
the  care  of  an  operative  accustomed  to  its  use. 

As  this  machine  was  supplied  at  considerable  ex- 
pense, and  after  a  careful  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
satisfactory  inquiry  into  its  efficacy  for  the  object 
for  which  it  was  procured,  I  trust  the  advantages 
likely  to  be  derived  from  resorting  to  it  have  not 
been  lost  sight  of. 

In  the  letter  already  adverted  to,  I  expressed  a 
wish  to  learn  if  the  powers  of  the  machine  for  the 
destruction  of  vermin  had  been  successfully  tested  or 
otherwise,  as  I  was  anxious,  in  the  event  of  the 
former  result,  to  take  measures  for  increasing  the 
number  of  the  "  insecticides '  at  the  seat  of  war,  as  I 
attach  great  importance  to  the  discovery  of  jiny 
successful  method  of  effecting  so  desirable  an  object 
as  that  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.   &c.  Director  General. 


*  so  ambulance  cars ;  200  litters,  pairs ;  200  chairs,  pairs ; 
1,000  bearers  with  slings. 


No.  354. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  18th  January  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
following  article,  copied  from  the  "Lancet"  of  12th 
January  1856  : — 

"  More  Flogcjing  and  Death  in  the  British  Army. — 
"  The  '  Morning  Herald '  Correspondent,  dating  from 
"  the  Crimea,  describes  the  case  of  a  private  in  the 
"  Artillery,  Avho  was  flogged  for  drunkenness  while 
"  in  a  sickly  condition. 

"  He  received  fifty  lashes,  fainted  under  the  torture, 
"  was  conveyed  to  hospital,  and  died  in  a  few  hours." 

I  have  to  request  you  will  cause  inquiries  to  be 
made,  and  forward  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  a  report 
of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  this  statement. 

I  have  further  to  call  your  attention  to  a  case  of 
flogging  that  took  place  in  the  8th  Hussars  on  the 
5th  October  last ;  and  from  copies  of  letters  forwarded 
with  the  nronthly  return  of  that  regiment,  I  have 
learnt  that  the  punishment  was  continued  after  the 
man  had  fainted,  contrary  to  the  opinion  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  regiment 
present  on  tlie  parade.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       A.  Smith. 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  355.  (Duplicate). 


No.  356. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  18th  January  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  perusal  a 
letter  from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
enclosing  a  report  on  cholera  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cannon, 
a  military  chaplain,  and  request  you  will  endeavour 
to  ascertain  from  the  regimental  surgeons  who  may 
have  had  experience  during  both  periods,  if  the  drafts 
which  arrived  in  the  Crimea  from  England  in  June, 
July,  and  August,  suffered  more  from  cholera  and 
other  diseases  than  those  that  landed  there  in  January, 
February,  and  March.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  357. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  18th  January  1856. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  regarding 
the  ventilation,  &c.,  of  the  '•  Albert  huts  "  erected  in 
tlie  vicinity  of  the  barrack  hospital  at  Scutari,  I  have 
to  impress  on  you  the  necessity  of  recommending 
every  improvement  in  regard  to  their  sanitary  con- 
dition calculated  to  affect  favourably  the  health  of 
their  inmates.  Especial  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  accumulation  of  decaying  vegetable  or  animal 
matter,  either  in  the  ravine  adjoining  to,  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  huts. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General, 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  358. 

Dr.  Stnith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  19th  January  1856. 

The  quality  of  the  water  left  in  the  Crimea  hav- 
ing been  stated  to  be  unwholesome  in  a  recent  report 
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iuniished  by  Dr.  Lyons,  and  also  in  a  memoi'andum 
on  cholera,  transmitted  to  the  Minister  for  War  by  the 
Reverend  Francis  Cannon,  I  have  to  direct  your  at- 
tention to  this  subject. 

In  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  I  transmitted  an 
extract  from  Dr.  Lyons'  report,  and  suggested  that 
filters,  of  which  I  believe  a  supply  exists  at  Scutari, 
should  be  resorted  to,  if  necessary,  with  a  view  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  the  water. 

I  have  now  to  forward  for  your  consideration  an 
extract  from  the  memorandum  of  the  militaiy  chaplain, 
and  I  shall  lie  glad  to  receive  you  report  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  regard  to  which,  the  two  gentlemen  above 
named  have  respectively  written. 

I  cannot  conceive  that  these  statements  can  be 
correct,  as  it  seems  to  n:e  highly  improbable  that  a 
subject  of  so  nuu-h  moment  as  the  bad  (piality  of  the 
water  supply  should  have  escaped  your  attention,  and 
that  of  the  medical  otHcers  of  the  army. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  filedical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


Extract  from  Memorandum  of  Francis  Cannon, 
Military  Chaplain  to  the  Forces,  relative  to 
Cholera  in  the  British  Army. 

"  But  the  pernicious  influences  of  climate  may  be 
strengthened  by  the  circumstances,  and  I  believe  they 
were  so  in  the  present  case  in  no  ordinary  degree,  one 
of  these  was  l)ad  water.  Good  water  is  only  next  in 
importance  to  good  air  towards  the  preservation  of 
animal  life  and  health.  In  the  camp  before  Sebas- 
topol  there  was  little  good  water  at  all;  the  nature  of 
the  soil  and  strata  is  such  that,  instead  of  purifying 
the  water,  it  taints  it;  there  is,  first,  a  deep  black 
clayey  loam,  then  under  that  sandstone  grit  and  lime- 
stone. In  passing  through  these  formations,  the 
water  cannot  fail  to  be  impregnated  more  or  less  with 
j)articles  of  matter  injuring  its  purity.  Beds  of  sand 
would  remove  these,  did  they  lie  beneath,  but  of  these 
there  are  none.  Let  the  water  stand  for  a  week  and  in- 
sects will  be  brought  to  live  in  it,  and  be  seen  crawling 
about  ;  the  effects  of  such  water  on  the  bowels 
cannot  fail  to  be  pernicious,  and  must  increase  the  dis- 
ordered state  of  the  system.  Soldiers  coming  from 
hard  duty  drink  incautiously  and  freely  of  it,  for  their 
system  requires  to  be  replenished  with  liquids  more 
i'uUy  in  a  country  like  the  Crimea  than  in  one  where 
the  climate  is  less  wasting." 


No.  359. 

Dr.  Smilh  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  IMedical  Department, 
Suj,     '  28th  January  1856. 

Ix  the  l)(>ginning  of  August  last  year,  a  machine 
for  the  destruction  of  vermin  infecting  the  clothes  of 
soldiers  was  sent  from  this  country  for  the  use  of  the 
army  in  the  East;  it  had  been  used  with  success  in 
Belgium,  and  a  nntive  of  that  country,  M.  Frederickx, 
was  sent  in  charge  of  the  insecticide,  in  order  that  its 
trial  should  have  the  advantage  of  an  operative  accus- 
tomed to  its  use. 

It  ajipears,  however,  that  M.  Frederickx  and  the 
machine  are  at  Scutari,  though  it  was  intsnded  that 
Baliiklava  should  have  been  the  station  where  the 
powers  of  the  ajiparatus  were  to  be  tested. 

I  recpiest  therefore  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in 
taking  measures  for  having  the  insecticide  together 
with  ^I.  Frederickx  des])atched  to  Balaklava,  and  you 
will  be  good  enough  to  communicate  to  Dr.  Ilall  that 
you  have  done  so,  and  to  notify  to  me  when  these 
instructions  are  carried  out. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  INIcdical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  360. 

Dr.  Smith  to  tlie  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  28th  January  1856. 

Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  28tli  July  last, 
and  of  the  18th  instant,  I  am  just  informed  that  the 
"  insecticide "  sent  from  this  country  at  so  much 
expense  is  still  at  Scutari  ;  I  am  disappointed  at  this, 
as,  though  it  may  have  been  erroneously  conveyed  to 
the  above  station,  you  were  aware  that  its  destina- 
tion was  Balaklava,  and  that  it  was  intended  for  the 
extirpation  of  the  vermin  at  one  time  infecting  the 
clothes  of  the  soldiers  of  the  army  in  the  field. 

The  insecticide  was  not  sent  from  this  country 
until  very  satisfactory  proofs  had  been  obtained  of  its 
fitness  for  the  ol  ject  for  which  it  was  procured  ;  and 
as  an  operative  accustomed  to  its  use  was  brought 
from  Belgium  and  accompanied  it  to  the  East,  it  is 
a  disappointment  to  find  that  no  further  step  was 
taken  to  have  it  available  for  the  army  in  the  field  in 
case  of  need. 

I  have  written  to  Deputy  Inspector  General  Dr. 
Linton  to  despatch  M.  Frederickx,  the  Belgian  ope- 
rative, and  the  insecticide  to  Balaklava,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  to  have  your  report  on  the  subject  as  soon 
as  an  opportunity  for  testing  the  apparatus  presents 
itself. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smitu, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 
P.S. — Within  the  last  two  days  a  reference  from 
the  Minister  for  War  has  been  made  to  me  in  regard 
to  the  above  machine. 


No.  361. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  31st  January  1856. 

Since  the  commencement  of  this  war  numerous 
articles  of  various  classes,  all  having  for  their  object 
the  maintenance  or  restoration  of  the  health  of  the 
soldier,  have  been  sent  to  the  seat  of  war;  and  as 
further  su])plies  of  such  articles  were  to  be  dependent 
on  reports  as  to  their  usefulness  or  efficacy  after 
their  experimental  trial,  I  am  constantly  applied 
to  by  the  Minister  for  War  for  copies  of  such  reports, 
documents  which  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  supply. 
I  am  well  aware  that  the  nature  and  extent  of  your 
labours  preclude  the  possibility  of  you  yourself  fur- 
nishing the  information  desired  and  called  for,  but 
as  other  than  the  true  cause  and  motive  may  be 
assigned  for  the  absence  of  information  in  regard  to 
these  matters,  I  have  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient that  you  should  select  some  specially  qualified 
officer  of  standing,  should  you  have  one  disposable,  to 
whom  you  could  consign  the  duty  of  collecting  reports 
and  information  for  the  ditferent  medical  officers  who 
have  tested  the  various  articles  referred  to,  amongst 
the  multiplicity  of  which  it  is  but  fair  to  believe 
something  of  real  value  may  be  found  which  will 
prove  of  service  for  general  use. 

The  reports  in  question  can  be  collated  and  ar- 
riinged  Ity  the  officer  employed  on  this  duty,  and 
might  form  a  general  one  to  be  signed  by  him  or  by 
yourself  should  you  think  i)roper  to  do  so. 

In  the  event  of  the  articles  or  remedies  not  having 
been  tested,  you  will  be  good  enough  to  say  so  ;  and 
if  you  are  aware  of  any  reasons  why  they  have  not 
been  tried,  you  will  l)e  pleased  to  state  them,  and  so 
relieve  me  from  the  embarrassment  I  now  experience. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Ollicer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  362. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department 
Sir,  4tli  February  1856 

As  I  am  informed  that  all  the  huts  as  well  a& 
tents  in  the  Crimea  are  provided  with  a  boarded 
flooring,  on  which  the  men  sleep,  and  as  it  is  more- 
over stated  that  this  universally  obtains  in  the 
encampment,  and  that  no  man  is  required  to  sleep 
without  such  interposed  protection  from  the  chill  and 
humidity  which  would  arise  from  contact  with  the 
earth  itself,  I  request  you  will  infoi-m  me  if  I  in  ay 
rest  satisfied  with  the  accuracy  of  my  information, 
and  if  what  I  have  stated  be  the  actual  condition  in 
the  above  respect  of  the  tents  and  huts  occupied  by 
the  army  in  the  Crimea. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       A.  Smith, 

&c.       &c.  Director  General. 


No.  366. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 

^iK,  •  12th  February  1856. 

In  returning  he  letters,  enumerated  in  the 
margin,*  conveyed  n  your  communication  of  the  9th 
instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  these  documents  appear 
to  me  to  convey  veiy  satisfactory  intelligence  as  re- 
gards the  supply  of  lime  juice  for  the  use  of  the  army 
serving  in  the  Crimea,  I  trust  it  will  be  found  prac- 
ticable to  obtain  the  quantities  expected;  if  so,  means 
will  be  available  whereby  much  serious  disease  will 
be  averted. 

I  have,  8fC. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  363. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sns,  6th  February  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  Lord  Panmure,  as  cases  of  scurvy  continue  to 
appear  in  the  army  in  the  field,  that  I  am  necessarily 
anxious  that  a  sufficient  provision  of  lime  juice  should 
be  available  in  the  Crimea.  I  have,  therefore,  the 
honour  to  submit  that  I  may  be  informed  what 
supplies  of  this  article  are  being  secured,  as  it  will  be 
perceived,  from  the  accompanying  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Sir  George  Maclean  in  December  last,  he  seemed 
to  think  it  probable  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  this  country  to  obtain  a  portion  of  the  lime 
juice  which  might  be  required. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General 
&c.  &c.  . 


(Extract  above  referred  to.) 

"  The  large  demand  for  lime  juice  for  the  army, 
14,000  gallons  monthly,  has  exceeded  the  supply  in 
the  accessible  markets,  but  it  will  be  obtained  as  far 
as  possible  from  England,  or  wherever  it  can  be  pur- 
chased to  the  extent  required." 


No.  364.  (Duplicate). 


No.  365. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Array  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  7th  February  1856. 

As  it  has  been  repeatedly  stated,  by  the  medical 
officers  in  charge  of  divisions,  that  the  supply  of  fuel 
for  the  hospital  huts  is  insufficient,  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  your  opinion  on  the  subject.  I  conclude  you  do 
not  concur  in  this  opinion,  the  reports  being  repeated 
from  week  to  week,  and  consequently  no  measures 
can  have  been  taken  to  have  the  supply  increased. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)      -A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall, "  Director  General, 

&c.  &c. 


No.  367. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Members  of  the  Medico- Chirurgical 
Society,  \st  Division,  Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  15th  February  1856. 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  minutes  of 
the  two  first  meetings  of  your  society,  forwarded  to 
me  througli  Dr.  Hall. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  me  to  see  such  zeal  and 
proper  feeling  displayed  under  circumstances  of  diffi- 
culty ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  your  laudable  endeavours 
will  prove  most  useful  to  yourselves,  creditable  to  the 
department,  and  beneficial  to  medical  science. 

The  example  you  have  set  is  worthy  of  imitation ; 
and  I  sincerely  trust  I  shall  soon  hear  it  has  been 
followed  in  the  other  divisions  of  the  ai'my,  or  that 
one  general  society  has  been  formed  having  a  sub- 
section in  each  division. 

I  trust  the  various  methods  of  conveying  sick  and 
wounded  in  the  field,  as  also  the  description  of  tents 
best  suited  to  military  purposes,  and  the  most  efficient 
and  convenient  method  of  cariying  medicines  with  a 
division  of  an  army,  will  have  a  full  share  of  atten- 
tion, as  we  have  yet  much  to  learn  in  these  respects. 

Your  proceedings  will  no  doubt  have  such  a  value 
as  to  render  it  desirable  that  they  should  be  published  ; 
I  shall  therefore  feel  much  pleasure  in  being  the 
medium  of  communicating  them,  from  time  to  time, 
to  any  journal  in  which  you  may  desire  them  to 
appear,  should  you  feel  disposed  to  entrust  that  duty 
to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 
The  Members  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  368. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  16th  February  1856. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  250  bottles 
of  Dr.  Bastler's  Vienna  Specific  for  Cholera,  presented 
through  the  War  department  for  use  in  the  army 
hospitals  of  the  East  by  Baron  de  Stenitzer,  have  been 
forwarded  to  Scutari  by  the  steamer  "  Peninsula," 
in  a  case  marked  as  per  margin.  a 

You  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  tlie  me-   \ / 
dical  storekeepers  to  forward  to  Balaklava  \/ 
half  the  quantity  above  noted,  and  to  intimate  its 


*  Letter  from  General  Sir  C.  Maclean,  dated  27th  November 
1855.  Draft  of  Letter  and  of  Reply  to  Commissary  General 
Wild.  Letters  from  Commissary  General  Wild,  dated  2d  and 
18th  January  1856.  Return  of  Supplies  in  the  Crimea  to  15th 
January  1856. 
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arrival  to  the  medical  officers,  in  order  that  they  may 
give  the  preparation  a  trial,  should  they  be  inclined 
to  do  so,  on  occasion  offering. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  369. 

Dr.  Smith  lo  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  16tli  February  1856. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  ultimo, 
and  to  my  communication  of  the  11th  ultimo,  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  accjuaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  Minister  for  War,  that  the  250  bottles  of  Dr. 
Bastler's  (Vienna)  Cholera  Specific,  presented  by  the 
Baron  de  Stenitzer,  therein  referred  to,  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  East  per  steamer  "  Peninsula,"  and 
that  the  principal  medical  officers  have  been  in- 
structed to  place  the  remedy  in  question  within 
reach  of  the  medical  officers,  and  to  notify  its  ari-ival 
in  case  of  any  of  them  being  induced  to  give  it  a 
trial,  should  cholera  unhappily  re-appear  among  the 
troops  serving  in  the  East. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  370. 
Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Siu,  18th  February  1856. 

I  HAD  the  honour,  on  the  2d  instant,  to  send  an 
extract  from  the  "  Times"  respecting  the  cases  of 
8uffin-ers  from  frost-bite  transferred  from  the  Crimea 
to  the  hospital  at  Renikoi. 

In  the  same  journal  of  the  12th  instant,  the  sub- 
stance of  the  former  remarks  is  repeated.  I  hercAvith 
enclose  the  observations  referred  to,  and  I  beg  you 
will  inform  me  if  you  have  reason  to  think  the 
statement  is  entitled  to  credit. 

1  have,  8cc. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Director  General. 

Dr.  Hall. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  371. 

Dr.  S)nith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  18th  February  1856. 

The  "  Times"  Newspaper  of  the  30th  of  January 
contains  a  letter  from  Renikoi  which  I  have  caused 
to  be  extracted,  and  herewith  forwarded  for  your 
perusal  and  infornnition. 

I  sincerclj'  hope  that  the  assertion  made  by  the 
above  writer  on  the  assurances  of  the  sufl(;rers  them- 
selves that  fhcy  were  attacked  by  fr(ist-bite  while 
actually  undergoing  medical  Ireatment  in  the  hospital 
huts  and  marquees  in  the  Crimea  admits  of  disju-oval, 
as  1  cannot  believe  it  possible,  with  the  full  supply 
of  Ijcdding  at  command,  which  I  liave  reason  to 
believe  is  available,  that  the  medical  officers  could 
have  overlooked  the  necessity  of  guarding  their 
patients  from  the  effi'cts  of  the  severity  of  the 
climate.  I  hope  the  medical  officers  thus  impugned 
possess  the  means  of  relnitting  this  imputation  which, 
unless  contradicted  by  authority,  will  leave  an  unfa- 
vourable impression  against  the  department. 

The  fact  stated,  that  the  persons  of  several  were 
"  covered  with  vermin,"  would  seem  to  prove  that  I 
was  warranted  in  the  anxiety  I  entertained  that  the 


insecticide  should  have  been  in  operation  in  the 
Crimea,  for  which  station  it  was  provided. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  on  these  subjects. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  372. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  18th  Fel)ruary  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Minister  for  War,  that  the  Inspector  General 
of  Hospitals  in  the  Crimea  states,  in  returns  received 
yesterday  of  his  late  medical  inspection  of  the 
second  and  light  divisions  of  the  ai-my,  that  many  ol" 
the  huts  are  not  watertight. 

In  the  first  brigade  of  the  2d  division  the  3d 
regiment,  and  in  the  2d  brigade  of  the  same  division 
the  49th  and  62d  regiments,  are  thus  situated. 

In  the  1st  brigade  of  the  light  division  the  hut 
accommodation  of  the  7th  Regiment,  and  in  the  2d 
brigade  of  the  same  division  that  of  the  19th,  77th, 
88th,  and  97th  Regiments,  is  stated  to  be  in  a  like 
faulty  condition. 

I  take  leave  to  observe  that  it  might  be  well  to 
order  out  a  full  supply  of  felt  and  tar,  if  there  is  any 
reason  to  think  that  ample  quantities  of  each  of  these 
articles  are  not  already  in  the  Crimea  and  at  Scutari. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  373. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  Medical  Depai-tment, 
Sir,  25th  February  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Minister  for  War,  that  I  have  received  com- 
munications from  the  officers  named  in  the  margin,* 
reporting  that  the  animals  slaughtered  for  the  pro- 
vision of  the  sick  in  the  hospitals  on  the  Bosphorus 
are  in  so  thin  a  condition  that  an  undue  proportion  of 
bone  is  issued  in  the  different  diets,  and  recommending 
in  consequence,  that  the  quantities  of  meat  should  be 
increased. 

The  fact  of  this  circumstance  being  so  attested 
induces  me  to  concur  in  these  officers'  opinions  ;  and 
I  therefore  beg  to  suljmit  that  in  future  the  quantities 
of  meat  allowed  should  be  in  conformity  with  the 
following  scale  : — 

Full  diet,  16  ounces. 

Half  „    12  „ 

Low    „     6  „ 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Deputy  Secretary  at  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  374. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  23d  February,  1856. 

Having  been  indirectly  informed  of  the  sudden 
death  of  the  man  named  on  the  margin,f  Avhile  under- 


*  Dr.  Lintou,  D.  I.  G.  ;  Dr.  Huuifrey.  U.  I.  G.  ;  Dr.  Cruik- 
shanks,  D.I.G.;  Mr.  Robertson,  Purveyor  in  Chief ;  Mr.  Bagger, 
Purveyor. 

t  62d  Foot.    P.  Martin  Henesscy,  died        August  1855. 
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poing  an  operation  under  the  influence  of  chloroform, 
to  the  action  of  which  preparation  the  fatal  event  has 
been  attributed,  and  having  reason  to  believe  that 
Assistant  Surgeon  Young,  of  the  62d  regiment,  has 
now  in  his  ijossession  some  of  the  chloroform  which 
was  administered  on  that  occasion,  I  have  the  honour 
to  request  you  will  be  good  enough  to  cause  the 
bottle  containing  the  article  in  question  to  be  sealed 
up,  carefully  packed,  and  forwarded  to  this  ofHce. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  375. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Purveyor  in  Chief. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  3d  Marcli,  1856. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  to  Dr.  Linton, 
dated  15th  ultimo,  respecting  the  supply  of  preserved 
potatoes,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will 
ascertain  whether  it  is  considered  necessary  by  that 
officer  that  these  articles  should  be  issued  to  the  sick  ; 
and  on  all  future  occasions  you  will  be  pleased  to 
inquire  from  the  medical  authorities  the  course  they 
intend  to  pursue,  before  making  requisitions  to  this 
country  for  any  medical  comforts. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Purveyor  in  Chief,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


if  you  have  made  any  arrangements  to  segregate  the 
fever  patients,  or  in  any  other  Avay  prevent  the  ex- 
tension of  the  malady. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  378. 

Dr.  Dumhrech  to  the  Director  General  of  the 
Commissariat  Department,  Spring  Gardens. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  6th  March  1856. 

In  conformity  to  the  desire  of  the  Director 
General,  wlio  is  absent  from  London  on  duty,  I  have 
the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  that  a  considerable  number  of 
cases  of  scurvy  have  appeared  at  Constantinople;  and 
as  it  may  consequently  be  necessary  that  the  means 
of  furnishing  the  troops  with  a  ration  of  lime  juice 
should  exist  at  that  station,  and  as  Dr.  Smith  does 
not  feel  assured  that  that  is  obtainable  there,  he  has 
requested  me  to  suggest  that  5,000  pounds  of  the 
40,000  gallons  of  lime  juice,  which  he  has  been 
informed  is  ready  at  Malta  for  shipment  to  the 
Crimea,  may  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible  to 
Scutari,  consigned  to  the  chief  commissariat  officer  at 
that  station. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck, 
In  absence  of  the  Director  General. 
The  Director  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  376, 

Dr.  -Smith  to  the  Purveyor  in  Chief. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiE,  3d  March  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
given  instructions  for  1,000  dozen  port  Avine,  the 
usual  monthly  supply,  to  be  forwarded  to  Balaklava 
early  in  April  ;  and  also  that  4,000  dozen  has  been 
ordered  to  be  bottled  in  Scutari,  Avhich  I  intend  to  be 
available  for  the  Crimea. 

Should  you  therefore  see  no  objection  to  depend 
upon  that  source  of  supply.  I  beg  you  will  imme- 
diately inform  me,  so  tliat  the  following  monthly 
supply  need  not  be  forwarded  from  this  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Purveyor  in  Chief,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  377. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical 
SiK,  Department,  5th  March  1856. 

In  the  weekly  report  of  the  15th  February  from 
the  general  hospital  I  have  observed  it  stated  as  the 
opinion  of  the  surgeon  of  the  4th  Light  Dragoons 
that  the  prevalence  of  boils  amongst  the  cavalry  sta- 
tioned at  Scutari  is  owing  to  a  scorbutic  diathesis, 
and  had  accordingly  recommended  an  extra  issue  of 
lime  juice  or  vegetables;  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from 
you  what  steps  have  been  taken  in  the  matter. 

In  the  same  week's  report  of  the  Staif  Surgeon  in 
charge  of  the  4th  division  barrack  hospital,  it  is 
stated  that  three  orderlies,  and  three  orderlies  under 
treatment  for  other  diseases,  had  been  attacked  with 
fever;  as  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  fever  in  this 
manner  appears  to  indicate  that  the  disease  in  ques- 
tion is  of  a  contagious  nature,  I  am  anxious  to  learn 


No.  379. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  7th  March  1856. 

Eeferring  to  the  appearance  of  cases  of  scurvy 
in  the  troops  at  Scutari,  as  stated  in  the  reports  of 
medical  officers  serving  in  the  general  hospital,  dated 
15th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 
steps  hrve  been  taken  to  forward  5,0001bs.  of  lime 
juice  to  the  Principal  Commissariat  Officer  at  Scutari, 
to  be  available  should  it  seem  advisable  that  a  ration 
of  this  article  be  supplied  to  the  troops. 

I  beg  you  will  inform  me  if  the  above  quantity 
would  in  your  opinion  be  sufficient  for  the  possible 
demand  on  it,  or  if  more  Avill  be  necessary,  in  Avhich 
case  you  will  be  good  enough  to  state  the  additional 
supply  deemed  requisite. 

In  the  event  of  it  not  being  considered  necessary 
to  have  recourse  to  the  use  of  lime  juice  at  Scutari, 
you  must  inform  Sir  John  Hall  when  the  aliove  quan- 
tity of  lime  juice  arrives  at  Scutari,  and  ascertain  if 
he  wishes  it  to  be  sent  to  Balaklava. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  380. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  "Hth  March  1856. 

Eefekring  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
transmitting  a  communication  from  Senior  Surgeon 
Elliott,  Royal  Artillery,  on  the  subject  of  a  disease 
resembling  itch,  contracted  from  contact  Avith  many 
animals,  I  have  in  reply  to  observe,  that  the  opinion 
arrived  at  seems  to  have  been  formed  on  reasonable 
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grounds;  if  therefore  it  is  believed  that  animals,  suffer- 
ing as  above,  have  the  power  of  exciting  a  cutaneous 
affection  of  the  nature  referred  to,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  observe  caution  to  guard  against  its  transmission. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smttk, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


will  be  developed  during  the  hot  weather,  and  there- 
fore that  the  station  Avill  prove  ineligible  for  troops 
as  soon  as  the  weather  begins  to  become  warm. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  381. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari.  ' 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  19th  March  1856. 

As  there  must  be  still  a  very  large  supply  of 
port  wine  at  Scutari,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you  tliat  I  have  Avritten  to  the  Principal  M(>dical 
Officer  in  tlie  Crimea,  stating  that  no  more  will  be 
ibrwarded  at  present  direct  to  Balaklava,  and  request- 
ing him  to  communicnte  with  you  from  time  to  time 
Aviiat  quantities  he  will  require,  and  the  periods  when 
he  wislies  you  to  forward  it. 

It  will  therefore  be  your  duty  to  impress  upon  the 
Purveyor  in  Chief  the  necessity  of  always  having  a 
supply  ready  to  transmit  to  tlie  Crimea,  whenever 
such  is  required  ;  and  you  must  further  take  care  that 
I  be  immediately  informed  whenever  the  quantity  of 
j)ort  wine  is  so  reduced  at  Scutari  as  would  render 
longer  dependence  on  it  for  the  wants  in  the  Crimea 
dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the  service. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smitu, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&C.  &c. 


No.  382. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  3Iedical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea, 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiiJ,  i9th  March  18-36. 

With  reference  to  the  supply  of  port  wine  for 
the  use  of  the  hospitals  in  the  Crimea,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been  decided  not  to 
send  any  more  at  present  direct  to  Balaklava  after  the 
shipment  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  as 
a  very  large  quantity  is  now  at  Scutari. 

You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  communicate  Avith 
Dr.  Linton,  and  keep  him  constantly  aware  of  what 
(piantity  of  port  wine  you  Avill  require,  and  further 
instruct  him  from  time  to  time  when  ho  must  forward 
you  sup])lies. 

1  think  there  is  no  dauTier  in  this  arrangement,  but 
sliould  you  see  any  you  will  be  pleased  immediately 
to  inform  me,  as  every  care  must  be  taken  that  no 
deticiencies  of  that  article  shall  be  experienced. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  he. 


No.  383. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  ]\Iedical  Department, 
SiK,  i9th  March,  \Hr>G. 

I  IIAVK  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  inibrma- 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  lor  War,  an  extract 
from  a- Report  of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari,  relative  to  the  station  ol'  Ismid. 

Assuming  that  Dr.  Linton's  information  in  regard 
to  the  locality  referred  to  is  correct,  there  appear 
sufficient  grounds  to  believe  tluit  the  endemic  sources 
of  disease  which  are  rife  in  close  proximity  to  Ismid 


Extract  from  a  Report  addressed  by  the  Principal 
Medical  Officer  at  Scutari  to  the  Director  General 
relative  to  the  Station  occupied  by  the  British 
Light  Cavalry  Brigrade  at  Ismid. 

"  Ix  conclusion,  I  have  to  observe  that  although  this 
(Ismid)  may  be  considered  a  good  winter  quarter,  yet 
from  its  vicinity  to  very  extensive  marshes,*  and  its 
proverbial  unhealthiness  during  the  hot  Aveather,  it 
should  not,  I  conceive,  be  occupied  as  a  quarter 
for  troops  in  summer." 


No.  384. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Siu,  22d  March  1856. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  December 
last,  conveying  a  memorandum  I'rom  the  Rev.  Francis 
Cannon,  Military  Chaplain  to  the  Forces  in  the  East, 
relative  to  the  causes  and  effects  of  cholera,  and 
offi^ring  suggestions  as  to  the  most  desirable  season 
for  sending  soldiers  to  the  seat  of  war,  I  have  the 
honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  that  I  called  on  the  medical  officers 
serving  in  the  Crimea  for  their  views  and  opinions  on 
the  principal  topics  on  Avhich  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cannon 
treats,  and  I  am  now  in  possession  of  the  reports  in 
answer  to  my  queries. 

By  an  overwhelming  Aveight  of  testimony,  the 
causes  to  Avhicli  Mr.  Cannon  ascribed  the  attacks  and 
presence  of  cholera  are  not  admitted  to  have  been  in 
existence  at  the  period  Avhen  he  Avrote,  and  Mr.  Can- 
non's recommendation,  in  regard  to  the  most  desirable 
season  of  the  year  for  reinforcements  to  arrive,  is 
met  by  ample  statistical  facts  proving  that  the  lia- 
bility to  attacks  of  cholera  Avas  not  influenced  by  the 
particular  period  of  the  year  at  Avhich  men  arrived, 
])ut  by  other  causes  Avhich  Mr.  Cannon,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  failed  to  appreciate. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  385. 

Dr.  Smith  to  tlie  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  22d  March  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknoAvledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  dated  the  2nd  ultimo,  Avith  its  enclo- 
sures, on  the  subject  of  condensed  milk.  One  of  the 
enclosures  is  a  Board  representing  253  pint  tins  of 
Concentrated  Milk  (Moore's  patent),  as  "  sour  and 
damaged;"  ljut,  as  the  cause  of  damage  is  not  stated, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  Avhetlier  Messrs.  Moore 
and  Co.  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  milk 
or  not  ;  you  Avill,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  call  on  the 
members  of  the  said  Board  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  to 
furnish  the  information  required,  and  the  latter  must 
also  state,  if  possiljlc,  liy  Avliat  vessel  the  milk 
arrived. 

With  regard  to  the  preserved  milk  of  Messrs.  Ho- 
Avarth  and  Co.,  condensed,  as  I  observe  the  accounts 
transmitted  by  you  only  include  the  receipts  up  to 
the  '•  Joim  BoAves  "  inclusiA'e,    you    Avill  instruct 


*  Marshes  extend  for  miles  from  the  head  of  the  Bay  \rhere 
the  tOATU  of  Ismid  is  placed. 
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Mr.  Fitzgerald  to  take  proper  care  that  all  milk 
found  bad  in  the  subsequent  shipments,  as  per  mar- 
gin,* is  notified  to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  386. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  24th  March  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  that  I  have 
received  from  the  principal  medical  officer  in  the 
Crimea  a  further  series  of  half-yearly  reports  of 
regiments  in  the  field,  including  the  Artillery  Corps, 
and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of 
Lord  Panmure  that  these  reports  present  a  favourable 
view  of  the  general  condition  of  this  branch  of  the 
army.  Only  a  few  huts  are  not  "  water  tight,"  and 
that  a  small  proportion  of  the  men  remain  under 
canvas  in  double  tents. 

It  appears  that  in  a  number  of  the  batteries  the 
duty  is  severe,  two  nights  in  bed  being  in  several  in- 
stances the  amount  of  rest  obtained.  This  is  in  strik- 
ing contrast  with  the  regiments  of  the  line,  the  men 
of  which  have  five,  six,  seven,  and  even  in  some  cases 
from  eleven  to  fourteen  nights  in  bed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  387. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Transport  Board. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  26th  March  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  that  tonnage  to 
the  amount  of  90  tons  measurement  of  medical 
comforts  may  be  allotted  to  this  department  for 
Balaklava  on  or  about  the  4th  proximo,  and  that 
particular  directions  may  be  given  that  the  goods 
intended  for  that  station  may  be  kept  distinct,  so  that 
no  confusion  may  arise  in  the  unloading  of  the 
vessel. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

Chairman  of  the  Transport  Board, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  388. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Crimea. 

Ai-my  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  28th  March  1856. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  January 
last,  stating  that  it  was  my  intention  to  forward  regu- 
larly every  month  to  Balaklava  a  supply  of  20,000  tins 
of  essence  of  beef,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of 
Mr.  Fitzgerald,  as  expressed  in  his  communication  of 
the  21st  Deceml>er  last,  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
request  that  you  will  call  upon  that  officer  to  state 
Avliether  he  considcrr:  there  is  still  a  necessity  for 
forwarding  the  above-named  article. 

My  reason  ibr  this  is,  that  1  have  received  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  suggesting  a 
revision  of  the  large  supply  of  medical  comforts  to 
the  East,  in  order  to  reduce  the  amount  in  store  of  all 
articles  where  it  can  safely  be  accomplished  ;  and  as 
it  appears  Ijy  the  last  weekly  return  from  Balaklava, 
ending  1st  instant,  that  31,938  half-pint  tins  remained 


Quarts. 

*  Imperatrice     -     -  8010. 
Ge.  Hawkins    -     -  2010. 


in  store,  and  that  in  another  weekly  return  ending 
16th  February  it  is  mentioned  that  the  shipments 
per  the  "  George  Hawkins  "  and  "  Caroline,"  con- 
taining 20,000  half-pints,  were  sent  to  Scutari  for 
storage,  I  am  anxious  to  know  whether  this  article 
may  not  be  discontinued  until  you  inform  me  an  ad- 
ditional supply  is  required. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 

No.  389. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  28th  March  1856. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  ultimo, 
with  its  enclosures,  recommending  that  an  increased 
quantity  of  meat  sliould  be  allowed  in  the  diets  issued 
to  the  sick  in  the  different  hospitals  on  the  Bosphorus 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  approved  of  the  following  scale 
being  adopted  for  the  future,  viz.. 

Full  diet       -       16  ounces. 
Half       -       -     12  „ 
Low    -       -         6  „ 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 

Director  General. 

The  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  390. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in 
the  Crimea. 

Army  and  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  29th  March  1856. 

As  I  learn  from  various  quarters  that  typhus  fever, 
or  fever  of  a  type  olosely  allied  to  that  disease,  is  ex- 
tremely prevalent  in  the  French  army  in  the  Crimea, 
I  request  you  will,  assuming  that  the  above  information 
is  correct,  communicate  to  me  all  the  information  you 
possess,  or  may  be  able  to  acquire,  concerning  it.  It 
would  be  particularly  desirable  to  know  if  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  form  of  malady  existing 
possesses  the  power  of  propagating  itself  from  man  to 
man;  and  I  am  anxious  to  learn,  as  far  as  you  know 
or  can  ascertain,  what  has  been  the  average  mortality 
from  the  disease. 

Should  the  reports  in  circulation  on  this  subject  be 
correct,  you  will  I  doubt  not  ere  this  have  taken  all 
the  measures  possible  to  guard  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  typhus  into  the  ranks  of  the  army  under  your 
medical  superintendence;  and  the  necessity  will,  I 
feel  equally  assured,  have  occurred  to  you  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  medical  officers  to  the  precautions 
which  in  such  circumstances  are  necessary,  as  the 
most  watchful  care  will  require  to  be  exercised  by 
them,  with  a  view  to  the  detection  of  the  first 
indications  of  so  terrible  a  disease  as  camp  typhus. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
kc  &c. 


No.  391. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  29th  March  1856. 

I  LEARN  from  various  quarters  that  typhus  fever, 
or  fever  of  a  type  very  much  resembling  that  form  of 
disease,  is  at  present  very  i)revalent  in  the  hospitals 
of  the  French  army  at  Constantinople;  if,  therefore, 
I  have  been  correctly  informed  in  regard  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  above  malady,  I  request  you  Avill  commu- 
nicate to  me  all  the  information  you  possess,  or  can 
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obtain,  in  reference  to  it,  stating  whether  there 
exists  reason  to  believe  that  it  has  the  power  of 
propagating  itself  from  person  to  person,  also,  as  far 
as  you  know  or  can  ascertain,  what  has  been  its 
average  mortality. 

Assuming  that  the  reports  of  the  presence  of  this 
disease  are  correct,  you  will  doubtless,  I  feel  confi- 
dent, have  adopted  every  measure  calculated  to 
prevent  its  introduction  into  the  English  military 
hospitals,  and  have  cautioned  the  medical  officers 
serving  under  you  to  make  every  exertion  to  keep 
separate  from  other  patients  any  sick  of  our  army 
who  may  be  introduced  into  Scutari  hospital,  or  its 
subordinate  establishments,  affected  with  fever  of  a 
character  similar  or  ap])roacliing  to  that  said  to  pre- 
vail in  the  French  hospitals. 

As  I  further  learn  that  some  of  the  cases  of  fever 
occurring  in  soldiers  of  the  German  Contingent,  at 
Kululie,  show  a  disposition  to  assume  the  typhoid 
form,  this  part  of  the  force,  and  its  hospitals,  will 
require  your  special  vigilance  and  attention,  as  I 
suspect,  should  typhus  fever  show  itself  among  the 
soldiers  of  the  Legion,  or  be  introduced  into  their 
hospitals,  that  its  tendency  to  spread  will  be  much 
greater,  and  that  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  deal  with 
than  it  would  be  were  British  soldiers  the  sulyects  of 
attack. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  392. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in 
the  Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  31st  March  1856. 

I  HAVE  to  request  that  you  will  call  upon  the 
medical  officers  in  charge  of  regiments  im  the  Cirimea 
to  furnish  me  at  their  earliest  convenience  with  a  regi- 
mental return  of  gun-shot  or  other  wounds  received 
in  action,  on  duty  or  accidentally,  adopting  Deputy 
Inspector  General  Taylor's  form  of  return,  or  any 
other  that  you  consider  the  best  suited  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  393. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department 
Sir,  5th  April  1856. 

As  nearly  800  sick  from  regiments  in  the  Crimea 
ai-e  now  in  the  hospitals  at  Scutari  and  Renkioi,  and 
as  many  of  them,  it  may  be  inferred,  will  require 
prolonged  treatment  before  they  will  be  restored  to 
health,  or  brought  into  a  condition  to  admit  of  their 
being  discharged  the  service,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
bring  this  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  and  to  recommend  that  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity  should  be  taken  to  transfer  them  to 
England. 

My  reasons  for  considering  this  measure  desirable 
are: — 

1st.  To  admit  of  the  men  mentioned  above  being 
disposed  of  before  the  general  sick  of  the  army 
arrive. 

2n(lly.  To  remove  them  in  their  weakly  state  from 
the  chance  of  becoming  the  subjects  of  cholera,  which 
we  may  fairly  expect  will  again  re-appear  in  the  East 
as  the  hot  weather  approaches.  And, 

3rdly.  To  secure  an  extension  of  the  hospital 
accommodation  at  Scutari,  in  order  that  the  establish- 
ments there  may  be  able  to  meet  any  demands  which 
may  arise  on  the  occasion  of  the  army  leaving  the 
Crimea. 

No  possible  advantage  can  be  obtained,  as  far  as  I 
am  able  to  discover,  from  longer  delaying  the  removal 


of  the  sick  above  referred  to,  as  the  only  reason 
which  under  other  circumstances  might  havo  rendered 
their  detention  in  the  East  desirable,  namely,  the 
hope  that  a  portion  of  them  might  be  cured  and 
restored  to  the  ranks  of  the  army,  is  no  longer  an 
important  one,  as  such  men  as  recover  (and  the 
number  of  recoveries  will  be  greater  if  the  sick  be 
sent  home  than  if  they  are  detained  in  their  present 
position)  will  be  able  to  join  their  corps  on  their 
return  to  this  countiy. 

With  regard  to  the  more  immediately  regimental  sick 
now  under  the  charge  of  the  medical  officers  of  their 
corps,  either  in  the  Crimea  or  at  Scutari,  I  think  it 
would  be  advantageous  if  all  of  them  not  likely  to  be 
restored  to  health  before  their  corps  shall  embark 
were  likewise  to  be  removed  to  this  country  as 
quickly  as  possible,  as  it  is  far  from  desirable  that 
regiments  embarking  should  be  hampered  with  any 
considerable  number  of  sick,  for  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  each  corps,  more  especially  from  the  change 
in  their  circumstances,  will  present  during  the  voyage 
a  certain  proportion  of  sickness  sufficient  in  all  pro- 
bability to  absorb  all  the  hospital  accommodation 
which  will  be  forthcoming  in  transport  ships. 

Trusting  that  the  propriety  of  the  measures  I 
recommend  will  be  recognized,  I  have  only  further  to 
observe  that  I  consider  it  Avould  be  highly  advan- 
tageous in  every  respect  to  cause  the  sick  in  the 
Crimea,  whom  it  may  be  thought  necessary  to  send 
in  advance  of  the  army,  to  be  brought  direct  to  Eng- 
land rather  than  leave  them  at  any  intermediate 
station. 

If  the  plan  I  propose  be  adopted,  it  will  naturally 
facilitate  the  arrangements  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  in  this  country,  and  enable  us  to  have  con- 
tinually available  ample  hospital  accommodation  for 
all  possible  wants  as  they  arise. 

The  circumstance  of  cholera  having  prevailed 
in  the  East  during  the  last  two  years,  and  the 
probal)ility  of  its  again  being  roused  into  activity 
during  the  present  summer,  will  render  it  highly 
necessary  to  avoid  overcrowding  on  shipboard,  and 
hence  it  will  be  requisite  to  the  safety  of  the  service 
that  such  a  supply  of  ships  be  aflbrded  as  will  give 
the  best  chance  of  keeping  those  embarked  in  them 
free  from  a  disease  which  proves  above  all  destructive 
in  situations  where  persons  are  closely  congregated, 
particularly  when  the  means  of  perfect  ventilation  are 
deficient. 

In  reference  to  the  local  precautions  and  arrange- 
ments in  a  sanitary  point  of  view  which  it  will  be 
necessary  to  make  in  the  East,  I  shall  offer  no  ob- 
servations, as  I  feel  satisfied  they  will  be  ably  attended 
to  and  executed  under  the  advice  and  guidance  of 
Sir  John  Hall. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  Director  GeneraL 

&c.  &c. 


No.  394. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Ptirveyor-in- Chief  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  7th  April  1856. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo 
on  the  subject  of  preserved  potatoes,  I  have  the 
honour  to  remark,  that  I  observe  in  your  return  of 
medical  comforts  in  tlie  general  store  on  the  1st 
March  last  5,380  lbs.  preserved  potatoes  remained  in 
hand ;  and  as  it  is  the  intention  to  bring  home  the 
sick  from  the  hospitals  at  Scutari  as  soon  as  possible, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  immediately  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  you  Avill  require  any  fur- 
ther supply  of  this  article,  and  if  so,  what  quantity  ? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Purveyor-in-Chief,  Director  General. 

85C.  &c. 
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Iso.  395. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  lOtli  April  1856. 

As  there  seems  to  be  a  large  quantity  of  the 
ditFerent  articles  of  medical  comforts  at  Balaklava,  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  it  is  proposed  not 
to  forward  any  more  froin  this  country  unless  you 
siiould  find  that  i  he  expenditure  is  such  as  to  warrant 
a  replenishment. 

The  necessity  for  this,  should  it  arise,  must  be 
communicated  to  me  in  time ;  and  in  the  event  of  it 
appearing  urgent,  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  be  able, 
on  applying  to  Sir  E.  Codrington,  to  have  the  infor- 
mation transmitted  by  telegraph  ;  and  in  order  that 
I  may  feel  perfectly  easy  on  the  subject,  you  Avill  be 
good  enough  to  continue  your  periodical  returns  of 
expenditure. 

The  return  herewith  forwarded  will  show  you  the 
total  supplies  at  Balaklava  on  the  15th  ultimo,  at 
Scutari  on  the  1st  ultimo  en  route  to  Balaklava,  and 
the  quantities  sent  from  Balaklava  to  Scutari  for 
storeage. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  396. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sin,  11th  April  1856. 

Herewith  you  Avill  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter 
I  have  addressed  to  the  Minister  for  War,  and  I  hope 
Lord  Panmure  will  give  effect  to  my  recommenda- 
tions. I  am  very  anxious  to  get  the  sick  away  from 
the  East  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  give  every  chance 
of  their  escaping  the  risk  of  contracting  cholera, 
which,  I  fear,  v/ill  reappear  when  the  warm  weather 
sets  in.  Such  speedy  removal,  of  a  portion  at  least, 
will  also  relieve  you,  and  moreover  facilitate  our 
proceedings  and  arrangements  in  this  country. 

I  am  satisfied  you  will  see  the  advantage  which 
the  plan  I  proposed  to  Lord  Panmure,  if  carried  out, 
will  confer,  and  that  you  will  do  all  you  possibly 
can  to  expedite  arrangements  for  successfully  effect- 
ing it. 

I  am  not  inclined  to  lessen  overmuch  the  number 
of  medical  officers  with  the  troops.  I  therefore  think 
you  had  better  appoint  civil  surgeons  for  the  charge 
of  sick  during  the  voyage,  and  assist  them  with 
dressers  or  acting  assistant  surgeons. 

Should  there,  however,  arise  any  great  delay  in 
the  embarkation  of  troops,  you  may,  I  think,  with 
safety  recommend  that  half  of  the  civil  surgeons  be 
sent  away  at  once  without  any  medical  charge. 

I  have  written  a  similar  letter  to  Dr.  Linton,  so 
that  I  presume  he  will  act  in  reference  to  the  civil 
surgeons  accordingly,  as  circumstances  shall  render 
necessary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  397. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  11th  April  1856. 

I  HEREWITH  enclose,  for  your  information  and 
guidance,  an  extract  from  the  report  of  2nd  Class 


Staff  Surgeon  Adams,  who  has  recently  arrived  in 
this  country  from  Scutari  in  charge  of  invalids  in  the 
hospital  ship  "  Saldanha." 

In  reference  to  Mr.  Adams'  statement,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  advantage  to  the  sick  on  shipboard 
would  result  if  an  increase  of  the  supply  of  fresh  and 
preserved  meats  could  be  secured  ;  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  amount  of  the  latter  you  have  in 
store  will  admit  of  its  being  put  on  board  ship  in 
augmented  quantity. 

It  would  appear  also  highly  desirable  to  obtain,  if 
practicable,  the  aid  of  a  steamer  to  assist  sailing  ves- 
sels on  their  voyage  ;  and  I  think  you  cannot  impress 
that  too  strongly  on  the  authorities.  I  have  more 
than  once  brought  the  necesssity  for  such  assistance 
to  the  notice  of  the  Minister  for  War,  and  until  the 
receipt  of  Mr.  Adams'  report,  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  such  aid  was  being  generally  afforded. 

I  have,  85;c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


(Extract.) 

"  The  scale  of  dieting  is  good,  and  tlie  ingredients 
ample.  It  would  be  an  improvement  if  there  was  a 
greater  admixture  of  preserved  fresh  meat,  as  the 
majority  of  the  invalids  were  labouring  under  bowel 
or  hci)atic  diseases,  to  whom  salt  provisions  were 
strictly  forbidden.  The  addition  of  peas  for  soup,  at 
the  rate  of  \  pint  per  man,  was  found  beneficial' on 
the  days  salt  pork  Avas  issued. 

"  In  conclusion,  as  an  hospital  ship,  I  believe  the 
"Saldanha"  is  perfect  in  the  necessaries  requisite  ' 
for  the  comfort  and  health  of  invalids.  At  the  same 
time  it  nmst  be  borne  in  mind  that,  without  a  steamer 
attached,  the  voyage  would  be  uncertain  and  pro- 
longed, and  that  during  a  long  period  at  sea  evils 
might  arise  which  would  more  than  counteract  the 
advantages  she  may  otherwise  possess  over  a  steamer 
and  particularly  during  the  sunnner  months,  when 
calms  and  baffling  winds  prevail  in  the  Mediterranean. 
The  long  passage  from  Gibraltar  to  Queenstown  (26 
days)  was  beginning  to  exercise  an  injurious  effect, 
particularly  on  the  weak  and  debilitated  cases  after- 
wards landed  at  Queenstown.  They  continued  to 
improve  as  long  as  the  voyage  was  speedy  and  jm-os- 
perous,  and  the  fresh  provisions  and  delicacies  lasted  ; 
but  as  soon  as  the  latter  began  to  fail,  and  contrary 
winds  set  in,  all  their  symptoms  became  aggravated 
and  I  am  confident,  had  we  continued  at%ea  much 
longer,  two  of  the  cases  would  not  have  survived." 


No.  398. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  22d  April  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  an  extract 
from  a  communication  I  have  received  from  the  Prin- 
cipal Medical  OfRcer,  and  I  beg  to  submit,  in  refe- 
rence thereto,  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  medical 
officer  who  inspects  a  vessel  as  to  her  fitness  for  the 
conveyance  of  troops  or  invalids,  sliould  be  put  in 
iwssession  of  full  information  as  to  what  slie  is 
destined  to  carry,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  furnish  a 
report  which  can  be  depended  on. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War.        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


INTO  THE  REGLfLATIONS  AFFECTING  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  ARMY,  &C. 


No.  399. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Pniiripal  Medical  O  fficer  r/f  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
^iK^  2oth  April  I806. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  lOtli  instant,  re- 
porting, amongst  other  matters,  the  prevalence  of 
typhus  fever  among  the  natives  of  the  village  of 
Kululie  as  well  as  at  Pera,  1  have  to  express  a  hope 
that  it  will  be  found  practicable,  by  the  observance 
of  every  possible  precaution,  to  prevent  the  soldiers 
i-csorting  to  localities  where  the  al)ove  disease  is 
known  to  prevail. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Ofliicer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  400. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiK,  lOth  May  18.36. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  oth  instant, 
with  enclosures  respecting  a  statement  submitted  by 
me,  on  tlie  24th  of  Marcli  last,  that  in  a  number  of 
tlu'  batteries  in  front  of  vSebastoi)ol  the  men  of  the 
lioyal  Ai'tillery  had  only  two  nights  in  l)ed,*  I  have 
the  honour,  in  reply,  to  state,  for  the  information  of 
Lord  Panmure,  that  I  was  made  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  adduced  from  the  half-yearly  reports 
of  insi)ections  made  in  Deceml)er  1855  by  the  Prin- 
cipal Medical  Officer  in  the  Crimea. 

[  beg  herewith  to  forward  extracts  from  the  reports 
in  f[uestion  on  which  my  communication  of  the 
24th  ISIarch  was  founded. 

I  have,  8cc. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War.       Director  General. 


No.  401. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  J^ri/icipnl  Aledicul  OJficcr  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sin,  12th  May  1856. 

RErERKixa  to  the  sanitary  rejiort  on  the  Land 
Transport  Corps  from  the  3d  to  9th  April,  with  your 
annotation  on  its  margin  respecting  the  appearance  of 
seven  cases  of  maculated  typhus,  I  have  to  express 
my  satisfaction  at  the  vigorous  measures  resorted  to 
in  order  to  check  the  extension  of  so  formidable  a 
disease  as  that  in  question. 

The  complete  abandonment  of  the  dwelling,  in  a 
case  like  that  described,  is  the  only  safe  measure  in 
iny  opinion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 

No.  402. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Pri)ieipal  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Crimea. 

Army  ]\Iedical  Department, 
Sii:,  16th  May  1856. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  28tli  ultimo, 
enclosing  a  report  from  Ist-Class  Staff  Surgeon 
Taylor  on  the  contagious  fever  in  some  of  the  hos- 
pitals of  the  Land  Transjiort  Corps,  I  have  to  express 
my  satisfaction  at  the  measures  of  precaution  you 
yourself  ordered  to  be  adoj)ted.  They  leave  nothing 
to  be  desired,  and  seem  to  have  been  very  successful 
in  limiting  liie  extension  of  the  disease  which  rendered 
their  adojjtion  necessary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Princijjal  Medical  Ollicei',        Director  General. 
&c.  itc. 


*  Extracts  from  Y>v.  Hall's  Report  of  Inspection  of  Ai  tillcry, 
as  marked  with  Dr.  D.'s  initials. 
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No.  403. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sm,  5th  June  1856. 

With  reference  to  the  Ijoard  of  survey,  dated 
Scutari,  9th  May,  held  upon  oatmeal,  sugar,  and 
butter,  and  which  recommended  that  the  last-men- 
tioned, consisting  of  19  jars,  should  be  sold  in  con- 
sequence of  its  being  found  rancid  and  unfit  for  use, 
I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have 
received  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  to  ascertain  on  Avhat  date,  and  )iy  whom,  the 
butter  was  sui)plied. 

You  Avill  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  forward  me,  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  above  information. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  404. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  lender  Secretary  for  IVar, 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Siu,  11th  June  1856. 

Agrekable  to  the  request  of  Sir  John  Hall, 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  with  the  army  in  tlie 
field,  I  luive  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Minister  for  War,  a  copy  of  a  series  of 
observations  ofiered  by  the  Inspector  General  in 
explanation  of  portions  of  the  report  of  Sir  John 
McNeil  and  Colonel  Tulloch  on  the  supplies  of  the 
British  army  in  the  Crimea  during  the  winter  of 
1854-5,  wherein  comments  Avere  made  relative  to  the 
disadvantages  which  the  army  experienced  owing  to 
the  deficiency  of  the  stores,  means  of  conveyance, 
and  shelter  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 

On  this  occasion  I  will  take  leave  to  observe,  that 
I  think  it  would  Ijc  seen,  on  perusal  of  the  enclosed 
document,  that  the  difficulties  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment had  to  encounter,  and  the  disadvantageous 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  placed,  must  have 
crippled  it  to  such  a  degree  as  to  have  rendered  it 
impossible  for  medical  officers  to  extend  to  the  sick 
of  the  army  the  fidl  and  efficient  aid  Avhich,  had  they 
been  differently  situated,  they  would  doubtless  have 
bestoAved. 

I  have,  &G. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  405. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Sctitari. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
SiH,  14th  June  1856. 

Observixg  that  there  are  a  number  of  cases  of 
"  ophthahnia  "  in  hospital  at  Scutari,  and  as  it  is  a 
disease  which  often  proves  severe  and  inveterate  in 
the  East,  I  think  you  would  do  well  to  send  home 
every  case  you  may  have  in  hospital  which  is  not 
likely  to  recover.  I  allude  more  especially  to  chronic 
cases  with  granular  lids,  and  I  have  no  doubt  you 
will  not  deem  it  prudent  to  send  many  in  one 
vessel. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         A.  Smith, 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer,        Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  406. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  at  Smyrna. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sii{,  14th  June  1856. 

With  reference  to  the  warm  season  now  present, 
which  is  always  in  the  Levant  productive  of  a  con- 
siderable accession  of  ailments  umonir  the  unaccli- 

^  N 
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mated,  I  have  to  request  your  special  attention  to  the 
measures  best  calculated  to  avert  injurious  local  and 
other  influences  and  preserve  health  among  the  men 
of  the  British  Swiss  Legion  now  under  your  medical 
superintendence  at  Smyrna. 

While  it  is  necessary  to  retain  these  troops  in 
that  station,  you  must  exercise  the  utmost  vigilancG 
in  regard  to  their  state,  and  must  suggest  to  their 
commanding  officer  whatever  measure  you  may  deem 
necessary  to  preserve  their  efficiency,  and  ward  off 
disease. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Senior  Medical  Officer,  Director  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  407. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  14th  June  1856. 

I  CONSIDER  it  my  duty  to  report,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  the 
occurrence  of  a  case  of  genuine  spasmodic  cholera  in 
a  man  of  the  Eoyal  Artillery  stationed  in  front  of 
Sebastopol. 

The  date  of  seizure  was  the  29th  of  May  ;  but 
though  the  true  character  of  the  disease  admitted  of 
no  doubt.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  accounts  of  its 
progress,  which  extended  to  the  31st  of  the  same 


month,  are  favourable,  and  a  fatal  termination  was  not 
apprehended. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  408. 

Dr.  Smith  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  15th  July  1856. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  3rd  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  barley  at  Gozo  which  had  been  found 
unfit  for  use  by  a  board  of  survey,  I  have  the  honour 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  caused  a  full  investigation 
to  be  made  with  respect  to  its  deterioration,  and 
finding  that  every  precaution  having  been  resorted  to 
in  frequently  sifting  and  airing  it,  and  the  storeage 
being  suitable  and  dry,  no  blame  attaches  to  any  one, 
the  damage  having  been  occasioned  by  weevils,  a 
contingency  to  which  such  articles  are  liable  in  hot 
climates. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
The  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,       Director  General. 
&c.  &c. 


Letters  of  Sir  John  Hall,  M.D.,  K.C.B.,  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the  Army 

in  the  East. 


Correspondence  between  Sir  John  Hall,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  and  the  Military 
Authorities  in  Bulgaria  and  the  Crimea. —  His  Letters  to  the  Director  General  of  the  Army 
Medical  Department  are  not  included  in  this  Series. 


No,  409. 

To  Major  Sillery. 

Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office, 
General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
(Memorandum.)  21st  June  1854. 

It  is  requested  that  10  orderlies  may  be  given 
without  delay  for  the  service  of  this  establishment, 
and  that  a  fatigue  party  of  15  men  may  be  immedi- 
ately ordered  here,  as,  in  consequence  of  no  fatigue 
party  having  been  furnished  for  the  last  four  days, 
the  hospital  has  not  been  properly  cleansed,  and  a 
nuisance  prevails  which  may  prove  detrimental  to  the 
health  of  the  patients. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Sillery,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 

Note. — On  the  23rd  of  the  same  month.  Dr.  Men- 
zies,  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari,  applied  to 
Major  Sillery  for  a  fatigue  party  of  15  men  to  attend 
at  the  general  hospital  morning  and  evening. 


No.  410. 

To  Dr.  Alexander. 

Officer  of  Inspector  General  of 
Sir,  Hospitals,  Varna,  1st  July  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
giving  cover  to  one  from  Surgeon  Fraser  of  the  Rifle 


Brigade,  with  copy  of  a  communication  from  that 
gentleman  to  his  commanding  officer,  pointing  out  the 
injurious  effects  on  the  men's  health  of  the  long  drills 
in  the  heat  of  the  day  that  he  was  adopting,  may  I 
ask  what  has  been  the  result  of  Dr  Eraser's  repre- 
sentation? Have  the  di  iils  in  the  heat  of  the  day 
been  discontinued?  or  has  Lieut. -Coloned  Lawrence 
acted  on  Dr.  Fraser':;  suggestion,  and  appointed  an 
earlier  hour  of  the  day  for  the  drill  talving  place? 
Be  good  enough  to  inform  me  at  what  hour  of  the 
day  the  drill  took  place  which  affected  so  many  of 
the  men,  and  whether  any  serious  results  have 
followed  in  any  of  the  men  taken  ill  on  that  occasion. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Alexander,  (Signed)       J.  Hall, 

&c.     &c.  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Note. — Mr.  Alexander's  representation  ought  to 
have  been  addressed  either  to  the  Brigadier  or 
General  of  Division,  as,  by  a  General  Order  issued 
on  the  12th  of  May  1854,  paragraph  8,  all  parades, 
drills,  or  field-days,  whether  for  practice,  instruction, 
or  punishment,  were  directed  to  be  held  either  before 
eight  in  the  morning  or  after  four  in  the  evening,  and 
befoi'e  I  could  submit  the  complaint  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief it  was  necessary  to  obtain  the 
particulars  mentioned  in  the  above  communication. 

J.  Hall. 
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No.  411. 
To  Lord  De  Eos. 
My  Lord,  Varna,  4th  July  1854. 

By  a  Cavalry  Divisional  Order  it  has  been 
directed  that  one  l«it  animal  shall  convey  the  sur- 
geon's panniers  and  tlie  medicines  and  apparatus 
of  the  veterinary  surgeon.  Now,  setting  aside  the 
mere  matter  of  weight  the  animal  may  he  supposed 
able  to  carry,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  arrangement 
will  be  found  highly  inexpedient  on  actual  service  in 
the  field,  because  the  surgeon  ought,  in  my  opinion, 
to  have  liis  surgical  panniers  not  only  near  at  hand, 
but  totally  unencumbered  when  his  regiment  goes 
into  action,  and  so  important  do  I  consider  this,  that 
I  should  feel  obliged  by  your  obtaining  the  decision 
of  the  General  Commanding  the  Forces  on  the 
subject. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lord  De  Ros,  (Signed)       John  Hall, 

&c.    &c.  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Note. — As  only  one  animal  had  been  appropriated 
for  this  service  l)y  the  General  Order  of  the  11th  June 
1854,  Lord  De  Ros  declined  to  submit  the  matter  to 
Lord  Raglan,  and  I  had  to  do  it  my.self.  His  Lord- 
ship directed  the  arrangement  to  be  altered,  and  two 
bat  animals  to  be  given,  viz.,  one  to  the  surgeon  for 
his  panniers,  and  one  to  the  veterinary  surgeon  for 
his  medicines  and  apparatus.  Vide  General  Order, 
13th  July,  paragraph  3. 

J.  Hall. 


No.  412. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  of  the  6f/i  July,  addressed  to 
Dr.  Menzies,  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Scutari. 

"  I  HOPE  you  will  be  able  to  get  the  catgut  manu- 
factory and  drain  nuisances  removed.  I  recollect 
Lord  Raglan's  mentioning  the  catgut  manufactory, 
which,  I  think,  he  said  had  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Turkish  authorities,  who  Avere  anxious 
to  get  it  removed. 

"  The  drain  at  all  events,  I  should  tiiink,  would 
come  within  your  and  the  Commandant's  autho- 
rity. By  the  way,  was  anything  ever  done  aljout 
getting  the  pipes  leading  from  the  waterclosets 
cleai'ed? — as  I  notice  you  mention  liad  smells  within 
the  hospital,  which  ought  not  to  exist  if  that  had 
been  done." 

J.  Hall,  I.G. 

Note. — -When  I  was  at  Scutari  in  June,  verbal 
ins( ructions  were  given  to  Mr.  Ward,  the  Purveyor, 
by  me  to  get  the  i>i]ies  of  the  waterclosets  in  the 
General  Hospital  cleared  of  the  foreign  substances, 
such  as  pieces  of  cloth,  old  shoes,  and  other  articles 
that  had  been  thrust  down  them  by  the  soldiers  ;  and 
to  prevent  similar  irregularities  in  future  I  recom- 
mended that  gratings  should  be  placed  over  the 
pipes. 

J.  Hall,  I.G. 


No.  413. 

To  lAeitt. -Colonel  Steele. 

Sir,  Varna,  15th  July  1854. 

1.  In  obedience  to  instructions  received  from 
his  Excellency  the  Con\numder  of  the  Forces,  I  have 
the  honour  to  state  that  1  visited  the  camps  of  the 
1st,  2nd,  and  light  divisions  of  the  army,  on  the  12th 
and  loth  instant,  and  inspected  the  liospital  marquees 
of  all  the  regiments  in  them,  and  1  take  leave  to 
submit  the  following  ol)servations  for  his  Lordsliip's 
consideration.  In  doing  so  I  shall  follow  the  course 
of  my  own  journey,  and  commence  with  the  camp  of 
the  light  and  cavalry  divisions  at  Devna. 


2.  The  camp  at  Devna,  though  on  rising  ground, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  too  ne^r  to  the  lagoon  attlie  head  of 
the  lake;  and  later  in  ilie  season  the  health  of  the 
men  will,  I  fear,  be  inllueneed  by  it,  for  even  now  the 
smell  of  the  marsh  is  verj^  perceptible  early  in  the 
morning;  and  as  the  infantry  division  is  out  at  drill 
from  six  to  eight  in  the  morning,  five  or  six  days  in  the 
Aveek,  those  men  who  do  not  take  either  cofTee  or  some 
other  stimulant  liefore  going  on  parade  will  be  liable  to 
contract  either  fever  or  bowel  complaints.  At  pre- 
sent the  chief  ailments  of  the  men  are  bowel  affec-/ 
tions,  some  of  which  have  assumed  the  character  of 
Asiatic  cholera,  but  as  yet  no  deaths  have  occurred 
under  that  head. 

3.  The  cavahy  are  encamped  in  the  valley  below ; 
the  5th  Dragoon  Guards  nearest  to  tlie  marsh,  on 
ground  that,  I  should  say,  would  scarcely  be  habita- 
ble after  heavy  rain  of  any  duration.  The  position 
of  this  regiment  had  attracted  the  attention  of  Lieut. - 
General  Sir  George  Brown,  who  mentioned  tliat  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  the  camp  of  the  heavy 
brigade  of  cavalry  a  little  higher,  on  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  valley,  when  Brigadier  Scarlett  arrived. 

4.  The  light  cavalry  brigade  is  encamped  higher 
up  the  valley,  near  the  boggy  ground  wliere  the  river 
which  feeds  the  lagoon  springs.  The  cavalry  have 
already  a  lai'ger  pi-oportion  of  sick  than  the  infantry, 
and  the  chances  are  that  this  will  increase  if  they 
remain  Avhere  they  are:  but  I  suppose  the  site  of  the 
camp  was  selected  on  account  of  its  proximity  to 
water,  and  it  becomes  a  question  whether  it  might  not 
be  removed  half  a  mile  higher  up,  on  either  the  eastern 
or  Avestern  slope  of  the  valley,  Avithout  any  very 
serious  inconvenience.  The  infantry,  too,  Avould  be 
better  aAvay  from  the  vicinity  of  the  morass,  which 
cannot  be  more  than  from  one  half  to  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  distant  from  their  camp,  but  Avhich  the 
military  people  seem  to  think  is  quite  sufficient  to 
protect  the  men  from  its  noxious  influence ;  but, 
as  the  Avind  bloAvs  over  it  towards  the  camp  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  I  must  confess  I  am  not  of  the 
same  opinion. 

5.  Those  regiments  Avhicli  do  not  give  their  men 
coifee  before  they  go  out  to  drill  in  tlie  morning,  the  23d 
and  88th  for  instance,  I  noticed  had  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  sick  than  others,  and  this  proportion  Avill 
increase  as  the  autumn  advances. 

6.  The  rations  of  the  men  are  indifferent,  though 
perliajis  as  good  as  the  country  affords.  The  meat  is 
thin,  and  Avithout  fat;  the  l)read  heavy,  sour,  and 
badly  baked  on  some  occasions;  and  there  is  a  Avant 
of  veget.ables,  and  seasoning  for  the  men's  soup. 
Onions  are  the  chief  fresh  vegetable  the  men  can 
procure,  and  a  capital  one  it  is,  but  it  is  not  sufficient 
of  itself  to  make  the  soup  nourishing  and  palatable. 
Rice  ought  to  be  made  an  integral  part  of  the  ration, 
as  it  was  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  during  the  wars 
in  Kaffirland;  and  if  that  cannot  be  sanctioned,  the 
Commissariat  Department  should  be  instructed  to  have 
a  sufficient  supply  in  store  to  meet  the  Avants  of  each 
division  Avlien  the  men  cannot  procure  the  article 
through  any  other  channel,  as  is  often  the  case  now. 
Salt  and  jiepper  should  also  be  Commissariat  sujjplies, 
to  ensure  the  men  having  these  essential  articles 
ahvays  Avithin  their  reach.  The  present  system  of 
trusting  mainly  to  the  resources  of  the  country  is  an 
uncertain  and  expensive  one,  for  Avlien  the  demand  is 
great  the  articles  become  dear  and  scarce  where  there 
is  little  or  no  mercantile  enterprise  amongst  the  inhabi- 
tants; so  that  it  would  be  economical  for  the  men  had 
they  even  to  pay  a  moderate  fixed  price  to  the  Commis- 
sariat for  their  rice,  salt,  and  pepper,  and  certainly  it 
Avould  be  beneficial  for  them  always  to  have  these 
articles  Avithin  their  reach.  About  one  halfpenny  a 
day  from  the  man's  pay,  added  to  the  alloAvance  of 
coffee  and  sugar  which  he  draAvs  noAvfrom  the  Commis- 
sariat, Avoulil  ensure  him  not  only  coffee  before  his 
morning  drill,  but  a  comfortalile  meal  in  tlie  evening, 
Avhich  is  very  desira  ble. 

7.  The  site  of  the  camp  of  the  2nd  Division  is  un- 
ol)jectionable,  the  only  drawback  is  the  limited  supply 

N  2 


100 


APPENDIX  TO  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFOKE  THE  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE 


of  water  near  at  hand;  but  there  is  abundance  within 
an  easy  distance.  Some  of  the  tents  of  the  2nd 
Brigade  are  closer  together  than  there  is  any  occa- 
sion''for;  and  they  are  interspersed  among  dwarf  oak 
bushes,  which  are  not  high  enough  to  shade,  but 
quite  sufficient  to  impede  the  circulation  of  air. 
There  is,  however,  an  abundance  of  unexceptionable 
ground  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  that  which 
the  brigade  now  occupies,  so  that  the  defect  admits 
of  easy  remedy. 

8.  The  tents  of  the  1st  Division  are  too  much 
crowded,  and  many  of  them,  as  in  the  2nd  Division, 
are  interspersed  among  low  oak  bushes.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  sickness  in  the  camp,  particularly  in  the 
Guards  and  Artillery.  But  the  Artillery  are  en- 
camped on  a  very  objectionable  piece  of  ground,  and 
it  would  be  well  to  remove  them  to  some  other 
locality,  as  well  as  to  give  the  whole  Division  more 
space;  but  I  would  not  recommend,  Avhat  Dr.  Linton 
mentioned,  that  they  should  occupy  any  portion  of 
the  ground  where  the  Light  Division  was  formerly 
encamped.  It  would  l)e  better  to  extend  it  to  the 
north,  or  put  it  on  the  ridge  in  front  of  the  present 
site  to  the  westward,  if  the  ground  admit  of  it. 

9.  The  supplies  brought  into  camp  by  the  country 
people  are  more  abundant  at  Devna  than  at  either  of 
the  other  camps,  and  consist  of  eggs,  milk,  poultry, 
onions,  pumpkins,  and  cucumbers.  Latterly  they 
have  commenced  bringing  apricots  in  an  unripe  state, 
which  are  less  desirable  than  the  other  articles 
enumerated  above,  and  it  would  be  advisable  to 
restrict  their  sale  as  much  as  possible,  as  they  have 
obtained  the  unenviable  designation  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean of  "  kill  Johns." 

The  following  is  a  Statement  of  the  Number  of 
Sick  in  each  Regiment  that  I  visited  in  the  Devna 
and  other  Camps: — 

Light  Divisiox.  2d  Division, 


Regiments. 

No.  of  Sick. 

vers. 

wel  Complaints. 

Regiments. 

1.  of  Sick. 

•S.lOA 

iwel  Complaints,  j 

o 

pq 

^ 

7tli  Fnsiliors  - 
I'.itli  Ui'L'iuii'ut 
mid  ]''iiNiliers  - 

Do. 
77th  Foot 
.-iSd  dn. 
H8th  do. 

2d  Battalion  Rifles  - 
Royal  Artillery 
Royal  Sappers  and 
Slincrs 

20 
7 
14 
24 
22 
11 
30 
14 
10 

4 

2 
3 

Com-!, 
for  ih 

9 
2 
6 

6 

6 
1 

1 

ctccnt 
e  <I;1V. 

2 
4 
8 
6 
2 

30th  Regiment 
41st  do. 
47th  do. 
49tli  do. 
55th  do. 
ynth  do. 
Artillery 

12 
15 
11 
2t 

le 

13 
14 

2 

2 
3 
1 
6 
1 

1 

6 
1 
9 
4 
1 
G 

Total 

15G 

28 

Total 

105 

15 

28 

Cavalry  Division. 

1st  Division. 

5th  Dragoon  Guards 
8th  Hussars 
11th  do. 

13th  Light  Dragoons 
17th  Lancers 

8 
IS 
13 
18 
11 

.5 

1 
2 

1 

7 
3 
9 

4 

Grenadier  Guards  - 

Coldstream  do. 

Fusilier  do. 

42d  Highlanders  - 

79th  do. 

93d  do. 

Artillery 

62 
22 
38 
17 
20 
26 
14 

10 

14 
11 
1 

1 

2 

41 
4 
9 

2 

8 

JL 

Total      -  - 

68 

9 

23 

Total  - 

199 

39 

74 

I  have,  &c. 

Lieut.-Col.  Steele,       (Signed)       John  IIall, 
&c.       &c.  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  414. 

To  Lord  de  Ros. 

My  Lord,  ^  Varna,  22nd  July  12.54. 

I  HAVE  this  day  received  intimation  that  44  men 
of  the  Light  Division  require  to  be  sent  to  the  general 


hospital  in  Varna  for  treatment,  and  as  the  hospital 
has  nearly  its  full  complement  of  sick  at  present, 
reserving  one  entire  ward  for  cholera  patients,  which 
may  at  any  moment  come  on  us  in  numbers,  I  request 
you  will  l)e  pleased  to  obtain  Lord  Ilaglan's  permission 
for  110  of  our  present  lighter  cases  being  sent  either 
on  board  a  transport  in  the  bay,  or  to  the  general 
hospital  at  Scutari. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lord  de  Ros,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 

Note. — "  Monarchy  "  transport  ordered  to  receive 
the  sick. — J.  H. 


No.  415. 

Medical  Department.  Order. 

Varna,  22nd  July  1854. 
1.  Two  thousand  cholera  belts  having  arrived 
at  Varna  out  of  a  consignment  of  20,200,  you  will 
be  good  enough  to  direct  the  surgeons  of  the  five 
regiments  composing  the  3rd  Division  to  indent  at 
once  on  the  purveyor's  store  for  400  each,  and  you 
will  direct  them  to  distribute  the  belts  to  the  weakly 
men  of  their  respective  corps,  or  to  those  who  have  a 
tendency  to  looseness  of  bowels. 

2.  You  will  be  careful,  now  that  cholera  unhappily 
j)revails,  that  medical  officers  of  corps  make  diligent 
inquiry  daily  about  the  health  of  the  men,  and  en- 
deavour to  impress  on  them  the  importance  of  imme- 
diately reporting  any  looseness  of  bowels,  and  applying 
for  ajipropriate  remedies  for  checking  it. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  416. 

We,  the  Imdersigned,  being  a  committee  appointed 
by  order  of  General  Lor  1  Raglan,  G.C.B.,  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  in  Turkey,  to  report  on  the 
necessity  or  advisability  of  issuing  a  spirit  ration  to 
the  soldiers  of  this  array  during  the  present  prevalence 
of  cholera  and  diarrhcca,  are  of  opinion  that  a  small 
ration  of  spirit  would  be  beneficial  to  the  health  of 
the  men  under  existing  circumstances,  and  beg  to 
recommend  that  one,  in  the  projiortion  of  ^/jth  of  a 
gallon,  be  issued  mixed  with  water,  and  given  after 
dinner,  and  that  a  basin  of  hot  coffee  and  biscuit  be 
gi^  en  in  the  evening. 

We  further  take  leave  to  recommend  that  cholera 
belts  be  issued  and  worn  by  the  men;  that  no  drills  or 
fatigues  take  place  in  the  morning  until  the  men  have 
had  either  breakfast  or,  at  all  events,  some  coffee 
and  biscuit;  and  that  commanding  officers  of  corps 
be  enjoined  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch  over  their 
canteens  hj  causing  frequent  inspections  to  be  made 
at  uncertain  periods  both  by  the  medical  officers  and 
officers  of  the  day.  As  diarrhoea  is  very  prevalent  at 
present,  that  the  men  be  enjoined,  and  advised  to 
report  their  sickness  at  once  to  the  medical  officers, 
because  the  disease  has  hitherto  been  found  manage- 
able when  seen  in  the  early  stages,  but  if  neglected 
very  liable  to  terminate  in  cholera. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  bread  issued  to  the  soldier  is 
of  an  inferior  quality,  being  dark,  heavy,  badly  baked, 
and  very  liable  to  disorder  the  bowels  ;  and  we 
suggest  that  better  should  be  provided,  composed  of 
Avheaten  flour  alone,  which  we  are  inclined  to  believe 
is  not  the  case  with  the  present  contract  bread. 

A  portion  of  wheat  might  be  ground  in  the  mills  at 
Devna,  under  the  supervision  of  military  authority, 
and  made  into  bread,  which  we  think,  by  contrast, 
would  soon  show  the  inferior  quality  of  the  con- 
tractor's meal;  and  if  this  cannot  be  carried  into 
effect,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable 
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to  issue  biscuit  in  place  of  bread  during  the  prevalence 
of  cholera. 

(Signed)       John  Hall,  M.D., 

Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

David  Dumiirkck,  M.D. 
Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

William  Lintox,  M.D., 
Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

John  Fokrlst,  M.D., 
Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 
William  Ci!Uiksiiank, 
1st  Class  Staff' Surgeon. 
Varna,  27th  July  1854. 


No.  417. 

Extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Menzics,  Prin- 
cipal Medical   Officer  at  Scutari,  dated  21tli 
Juhj  1S,j4,  and  tii(nd)eredA2A. 
Paragraph  7.  "  I  mentioned  to  Lord  Raglan  the 
difficulty  you  had  in  obtaining  beef,  and  that  you  liad 
been  compelled  to  recommend  salt  meat  to  he  issued  to 
the  troops;  lie  seemed  surprised  to  hear  there  should 
be  any  difficulty  in  the  troops  obtaining  fresh  beef, 
and  said  variety  ought  to  be  insisted  on.    Have  you 
any  reason  to  regret  the  issue  of  salt  rations  to  men 
predisposed  to  diarrhica  ?" 


No.  418. 
To  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B. 

My  Loki>,  Varna,  29th  July  18.)4. 

Sixc  K  my  letter  to  you  of  the  24th  instant,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  cholera  has  prevailed  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  in  all  the  divisions  of  tiiis  army  ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, I  cannot  give  you  such  precise  information 
as  I  could  wish,  or  as  I  should  be  able  to  do  after  the 
receipt  of  the  weekly  states,  Avhich  will  l)e  due  the 
day  after  to-morrow.  It  is  true  I  receive  almost  daily 
communications  from  all  the  camps,  but  still  the  chain 
of  events  is  not  so  correctly  recorded  in  that  way 
by  some  officers  as  it  is  in  their  official  returns  of 
sick. 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last  letter  that  cholera 
in  a  severe  form  had  manifested  itself  in  the  camp  of 
the  Light  Division  at  Devna  on  the  22nd  instant,  and 
that  16  casualties  had  been  reported  to  me  up  to  the 
period  of  my  addressing  you  on  tlie24th.  In  the  course 
of  that  evening  and  the  following  day  I  heard  of  the 
death  of  o  more  men,  and  since  tlien  17  other  deaths 
have  been  reported,  making  a  total  since  the  disease 
broke  out  of  91  admissions  and  38  deaths. 

The  attacks  were  so  numerous  and  the  disease  so 
fatal  at  its  onset,  that  on  the  24tli  it  Avas  deemed 
prudent  to  move  the  camp  from  Devna  to  a  place 
called  Monostcria,  about  five  miles  from  its  former 
site,  and  for  a  day  or  two  there  appeared  to  be  con- 
siderable improvement  in  the  health  of  the  men,  but 
this  morning  I  regret  to  say  I  have  received  reports 
of  the  death  of  11  men,  10  in  the  Light  Division,  and 
one  in  the  ;)th  Dragoon  Guards.  In  addition  to 
which  Mr.  ITogan,  Quartermaster  of  the  7th  Fusiliers, 
died  on  the  2(i(h. 

Dr.  Alexander's  report,  dated  yesterday  morning, 
was,  that  tliere  were  several  serious  cases  of  diarrhcea, 
but  no  cholera,  in  the  1st  Brigade;  and  that  the  bowel 
complaints  which  had  presented  themselves  in  the 
2nd  Brigade  were  uuich  mildi-r. 

The  Light  Calvary  Brigade  encamped  at  Devna 
has  escaped  cholera,  but  as  their  sick  list  was  becom- 
ing heavy  from  other  complaints,  they  have  l)een 
removed  about  20  miles  in  ad\ance  on  the  Shunda 
road. 

The  only  case  of  cholera  which  has  occurred  in  the 
cavalry  took  place  in  the  5th  Dragoon  Guards,  and 
proved  fatal. 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  the  regiments 
encamped  at  Devna  Avere  struck  Avith  the  pestilence 
nearly  in  the  ratio  of  their  proximity  to  the  morass 


at  the  head  of  the  lake;  and  it  is  nearly  equally 
curious  that  the  disease  is  said  to  have  followed  a 
shift  of  Avind  to  the  south  east,  Avhich  blew  right  across 
it  to  the  encampment. 

In  the  1st  Division  at  Aladyne,  so  far  as  I  knoAV, 
only  one  death,  and  tAvo  other  admissions,  from  cholera, 
have  taken  place  in  the  camp,  but  several  cases  of 
the  disease  have  occurred  amongst  the  native  arabah 
drivers  attached  to  it. 

In  the  2nd  Division  three  admissions  and  tAvo  deaths 
haA'e  been  reported.  The  case  of  recovery  Avas  a 
a  drunken  tailor,  and  the  disease  may  have  been  the 
penalty  of  his  dissolute  habits.  The  Iavo  fatal  eases 
occurred  in  recruits  just  arriA^ed  from  England,  Avho 
Avere  marched  in  one  day  from  Varna  to  the  camp  of 
2nd  DiA'ision. 

The  distance  is  not  lieyond  that  of  an  ordinary 
march,  but  the  recruits  Avho  have  been  sent  out  this 
year  are  many  of  them  young  lads,  and  not  equal  to 
much  fatigue;  they  Avere  just  from  on  Ijoard  shij),  and 
their  hour  of  march  Avas  not  judiciously  chosen,  as. 
Dr.  Cruikshank  states,  they  did  not  reach  their  camp 
until  2  p.m. 

At  Gallipoli  three  admissions  and  one  death  are 
reported  to  have  taken  place  from  cholera  in  the  camp 
of  the  4th  Foot  up  to  the  22nd  instant,  and  two 
deaths  in  the  general  hospital  in  toAvn  to  the  same 
date.  Cholera  prevails  also  amongst  the  French 
troops  encamped  there. 

At  Scutari  dysentery  has  been  prevalent,  but  no 
cases  of  cholera  have  appeared  there  since  the  first  of 
the  month. 

On  the  24th  it  Avas  found  necessary  to  remove  110 
iuA'alids  from  the  general  hospital  here,  and  put  them 
on  board  the  "  Monarchy  "  transport  in  the  bay  to 
make  room  for  the  sick  of  the  Light  Division  sent  in 
from  Devna.  On  the  26th  six  men  Avere  attacked 
Avith  cholera  on  board  the  "  Monarchy,"  and  tAvo 
died,  but  since  then  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of 
the  disease. 

In  the  3rd  Division,  encamped  on  the  jilain  outside 
the  Avails  of  Varna,  tAvo  cases  of  cholera  occured  in 
the  28th  Regiment  on  the  25th  instant,  one  of  AAdiich 
recovered  and  the  other  jiroved  fatal.  In  the  38th 
Regiment  tAvo  men  Avere  attacked  with  cholera  on  the 
24th,  both  of  Avhom  died. 

A  case  of  cholera  occurred  in  the  44th  Regiment  on 
the  25th,  and  recovered.  The  regiment  Avas  then 
sent  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake,  and  encamped 
at  the  top  of  a  ravine  leading  from  the  camp  of  tho 
heavy  cavalry  below.  After  their  removal  tAvo  casen 
of  cholera  occurred,  one  of  Avhicli  proved  fatal.  The 
camp  Avas  then  moved  to  tlie  higli  open  ground  facing 
the  Black  Sea,  and  since  that  period  the  disease  has 
not  re-appeared. 

As  cholera  had  manifested  itself  in  every  regiment 
of  the  3rd  Division  encamped  near  Varna,  Avith  the 
exception  of  the  50th,  the  camp  Avas  remoA'ed  on  the 
26tli  to  the  dry  open  slope  of  the  promontory  on  the 
other  side  of  the  bay  facing  the  Black  Sea,  and 
the  50th  Avas  left  in  the  old  camp  to  take  the  duties 
of  Varna.  The  day  after  the  removal  of  the  division 
tAvo  cases  of  cholera  occurred  in  the  28th  Regiment, 
and  40  men  reported  themselves  ill  Avith  diarrhoea,  but 
since  then  a  Avonderful  improvement  has  taken  place 
in  the  healtli  of  the  men. 

Yesterday  a  case  of  cholera  occurred  in  the  50th 
Regiment,  and  proved  fatal,  to-day  three  other  admis- 
sions are  reported. 

A  company  of  Sappers  and  Miners,  Avhich  Avas 
encamped  outside  the  Shumla  gate,  and  suff"ering 
severely  irom  cholera  and  diarrhu_'a,  Avas  also  removed 
to  the  high  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay 
Avith  the  happiest  result. 

On  the  25th  tAvo  men  AA-ere  attacked  Avith  cholera 
in  the  camp  of  the  depot  companies,  and  recovered. 
The  site  of  their  cam])  has  since  been  changed. 

On  the  27  the  heavy  cavalry,  Avhich  Avere  encamped 
between  the  head  of  the  bay  aii^l  the  lake  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  valley,  and  had  begun  to  suffer 
from  boAvel  complaints,  Avere  removed  to  the  high 
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ground  near  the  3rd  Division.  Yesterday  two  men 
who  had  been  suffering  from  diarrhoea  for  some  days 
were  attacked  with  cholera,  and  this  morning  one  is 
reported  dead,  and  the  other  in  great  danger. 

The  ambulance  corps  Avhich  arrived  only  a  few 
days  ago  from  England,  and  is  encamped  at  the  head 
of  the  bay,  about  half  a  mile  nearer  the  lake  than  the 
camp  where  the  cavalry  was,  were  attacked  with 
cholera  on  the  26th,  since  which  date  five  cases  have 
been  admitted,  and  one  death  has  taken  place.  This 
morning  they  had  21  sick,  4  with  cholera  and  13  with 
diarrhoja,  many  of  them  of  a  slight  character. 

In  the  general  hospital  at  Varna  the  admissions, 
chiefly  from  amongst  the  patients  under  treatment  for 
other  diseases,  have  been, — 
On  the  25th  July     12  admitted      6  died 
„     26th   „         13      „            7  „ 
„     27th   „          8     „            8  „ 
„     28th   „        15     „          10  „ 
„     29th   „          9     „            9   „   One  was  a 
    nativt  Turk. 


57 

At  other  stations  100 


Total 


157 


40 
36 

76 


The  French  lost  116  during  the  same  period. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lord  Raglan,  6.C.B.      Inspector  Gen.  of  Ilospitals. 
&c.  &c. 

With  regard  to  the  removals  of  camps  alluded  to  in 
the  foregoing  letter,  they  Avere  all  personally  recom- 
mended by  me  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  the  Light  Division,  which  was 
promptly  carried  into  effect  by  the  divisional  autho- 
rities after  the  appearance  of  cholera;  but  in  my 
letter  of  the  15th  July  addressed  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Steele,  I  had  pointed  out  the  objectionable 
nature  of  the  site  of  the  camp  which  it  occupied  near 
Devna. 


No.  419. 


To  Dr.  Alexander. 

Sir,  Varna,  30th  July  1854. 

Though  you  have  made  no  demand  that  I  have 
seen  for  cholera  belts,  I  send  5,000  for  the  Light 
Division,  as  Lord  Raglan  has  forwarded  to  me  your 
letter  of  this  date  to  General  Airey  on  the  subject. 
You  will  be  good  enough  to  sign  and  receipt  the 
indent  for  these  stores,  and  return  it  to  me,  and  you 
will  take  immediate  steps  for  the  distribution  of  the 
belts  amongst  the  men  of  the  Light  Division. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals, 

P.S. — I  request  you  will  keep  me  accurately  in- 
formed in  future  concerning  the  medical  affairs  of 
the  Light  Division,  as  I  do  not  hear  of  medical  events 
for  two  or  tliree  days  after  they  have  been  reported 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief  through  the  military 
authorities,  which  jilaces  me  in  a  very  awkward 
position. 


Dr.  Alexander, 
&c.  &c. 


J.  Hall. 


No.  420. 
To  Dr.  Critihshank. 

SiK,  Varna,  31st  July  1854, 

A  SMALL  supply  of  cholera  belts  having  arrived, 
I  have  directed  2,000  to  Ise  sent  out  to  your  care  to  dis- 
tribute among  tlie  w^'akly  men  of  the  2nd  Division,  par- 
ticularly those  who  have  a  tendency  to  diarrhrea;  and 
when  the  remainder  of  the  belts  invoiced  from  Eng- 


land reach  this,  a  sufficient  number  Avill  be  sent  to 
complete  the  issue  to  every  man. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Cruikshank,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


A  similar  letter  written  to  Dr.  Linton,  Deputy 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  Principal  Medical 
Ofl[icer,  1st  Division,  that  3,000  cholera  belts  had 
been  sent  to  him  for  distribution. — J.  H. 


No.  421. 

To  Dr.  Linton. 

SiK,  Varna,  1st  August  1854. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  think, 
under  the  circumstances  you  mention,  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  attempt  post-mortem  examinations  in 
fatal  cases  of  cholera. 

With  regard  to  the  bedding,  should  cholera  extend, 
you  will  soon  expend  all  you  have  if  you  follow  the 
system  of  destroying  it.  It  is  desirable  to  burn  the 
stuffing  of  i^aillasses  at  once,  to  expose  to  the  sun 
and  air  all  the  bedding  that  has  been  used  until  an 
opportunity  permits  of  getting  it  washed,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  the  regimental  surgeons  can  readily 
manage  by  paying  for  it,  and  including  the  charge  in 
their  contingent  account  of  petty  expenses  for  the 
hospital.  The  propriety  of  preserving  or  destroying 
the  effects  of  men  rests  on  the  question  of  contagion, 
which  is,  as  you  are  aware,  a  point  on  which  the 
opinions  of  medical  men  widely  differ. 

It  is  not  desirable  for  men  to  bear  cholera  cases  to 
the  grave.  Here  we  employ  an  arabah  for  that 
purpose,  Avhich  I  should  think  you  could  obtain  also 
in  your  camp  from  those  attached  to  the  Commissariat 
Department.  The  ambulance  corps  is  not  in  working 
train  yet,  and  never  will  be,  I  fear. 

The  wine  I  have  sent  you  ;  but  some  of  the  medi- 
cines demanded  are  not  kept  in  military  stores,  and 
others  we  have  nearly  run  out  of,  so  that  I  have  been 
compelled  to  curtail  your  demand  on  the  present 
occasion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Linton,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  422. 

To  the  Quartermaster  General  at  Varna. 

Sir,  Varna,  13th  August  1854. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  enclose  a  report  from 
Assistant  Surgeon  O'Leary,  in  medical  charge  of  the 
depot  companies,  stating  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
health  of  the  men  is  suffering  from  the  proximity  of 
their  camp  to  an  extensive  cemetry  where  the  French 
l)ury  their  dead  from  cholera.  I  can  easily  imagine 
this  to  be  a  source  of  much  mischief,  as  the  trenches 
in  which  the  dead  are  deposited  are  shallow,  and  the 
emanations  from  the  ground  must  be  very  offensive 
during  this  hot  weather,  and  will  continue  to  increase 
until  such  time  as  the  bodies  are  decomposed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
The  Quartermaster         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
General  at  Varna. 


No.  423. 

To  Dr.  Menzies. 

Sir,  Varna,  13th  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  received  your  communications  of  the 
6th,  7th,  and  8tli,  and  approve  very  much  of  Avhat 
you  have  done,  as  you  have  recommended  what  I 
have  all  along  been  advocating;  and  in  a  conver- 
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sation  I  liad  with  Lord  Raglan  this  afternoon  he 
urged  the  j^ropriety  of  your  taking  immediate  steps 
for  purifying  by  washing  and  whitewashing  that 
portion  of  the  barrack  whicli  you  propose  occupying 
as  an  hospital  for  sick  and  wounded,  which,  if  I 
understand  your  letter  rightly,  is  that  which  faces 
Constantinople,  and  half  along  the  side  Avhich  looks 
towards  the  Sea  of  Marmora. 

I  would  not  recommend  you  to  put  either  sick  or 
wounded  into  that  part  of  the  building  where  the 
47th  Regiment  was  quartered,  as  the  drains  and 
privies  are  out  of  order,  the  stench  great,  and  the 
ventilation  of  the  rooms  indifferent.  His  lordship 
seemed  to  think  your  application  to  the  ambassador 
through  Admiral  Boxer  might  fail  from  some  omission 
on  his  part,  and  recommended  your  taking  an  oppor- 
tunity of  glutting  yourself  in  communication  with  the 
chief  dragoman  of  the  embassy  l)y  calling  on  him, 
and  jiersonally  ascertaining  what  steps  had  been 
taken,  and  whether  there  was  any  prospect  of  your 
demand  for  the  whole  of  the  general  hospital  at 
Scutari  being  complied  witli. 

The  hospital  at  Kululie,  I  quite  agree  with  you,  is 
objectionable  on  account  of  its  site,  and  the  small  one 
at  Bujuck  Leinan,  higher  up  the  Bosjjhorus,  from 
a  report  Lord  Raglan  sent  me  yesterday  to  read, 
appears  to  be  still  more  so.  Besides,  a  number  of 
small  establishments  will  fritter  away  our  means  and 
numbers,  the  latter  of  which  is  decreasing  fast  from 
tlie  number  of  medical  officers  taken  ill,  frightened, 
and  gone  away. 

We  have  removed  a  number  of  boards  and  tressels 
and  a  quantity  of  bedding  ;  but  I  cannot  form  an 
idea  of  Avhat  you  are  likely  to  want  until  I  get  the 
returns  from  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Reade.  I  have 
to-day  submitted  a  code  of  instructions  for  pur- 
veyors for  his  lordship's  approval,  and  in  future  they 
must  be  enforced. 

This  outbreak  of  cholera  is  a  sad  calamity  just  now, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  does  not  abate  the  least  in 
some  of  the  camps.  I  should  say  our  loss  by  the 
disease  was  moi-e  than  400,  but  I  have  not  yet  got  in 
the  weekly  states  to  the  12th  instant. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Menzies,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


Brigade,  informing  him  that  1,350  cholera  belts  had 
been  sent  out  to  him  for  distribution,  as  well  as  an 
extra  supply  of  quinine. 


No.  426. 


No.  424. 
To  Lieut.- Colonel  Steele. 

Sii{,  Varna,  loth  August  1854. 

In  obedience  to  Lord  Raglan's  order,  I  directed 
Dr.  Dumbreck,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hos- 
pitals, to  proceed  on  board  the  "  Star  of  the  South  " 
transport.  No.  49  ;  and  T  have  now  the  honour  to 
enclose  his  report  for  his  lordship's  information. 

Dr.  Duml)reck  docs  not  reconnnend  the  men  to  be 
laniled  at  present,  in  which  opinion  I  concur,  and  he 
points  out  an  intolerable  nuisance  on  board,  v.'hich,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  will  1)e  speedily  removed,  as  he  has 
recommended. 

I  take  the  libcrly  of  forwarding  this  report  to  you 
as  the  readiest  means  of  reacliing  liis  lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lieutenanl  Col.  Steele,    Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals 
&c.  &c. 

Note. — Some  cases  of  cholera  had  occurred  amono  st 
the  men  on  board  the  "  Star  of  the  South,"  aiid 
Dr.  Dumbreck  found  the  stock  pens  on  deck  in  a  most 
offensive  state. — -J.  H. 


No.  425. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  Staff  Surgeon  Dr.  Mac- 
donell.  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the  Light  Cavalry 


To  General  Airey. 

Dines  before  Sebastopol, 
.  26th  October  1854. 

In  returning  the  enclosed  comjuunications,  I  beg 
to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces,  tliat,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  highly 
objectionable  to  place  either  sick  or  wounded  on  the 
orlop  deck  of  vessels  that  have  carried  horses. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Creneral  Au-ey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals^ 

.&c.  &c. 


No.  427. 

To  the  Quartennaster  General  of  the  Army  in  Turkey. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
27th  October  1854. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  General  Connnanding  in  Chief  in  Turkey,  that 
there  are  many  men  whose  ailments  unfit  them  for 
military  duty  at  present,  and  are  likely  to  do  so  for 
some  tune  to  come,  but  yet  are  not  of  sufficient 
gravity  to  require  their  being  sent  to  England.  This 
class  of  patients,  I  think,  would  be  benefited,  and, 
perhaps,  more  speedily  restored  to  the  ranks,  by  a 
change  to  Malta  than  by  any  other  means  ;  and  I 
take  leave  to  submit  the  proposition  for  his  lordship's 
consideration. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
1  lie  Quartermaster         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
General,  &c. 


No.  428. 

To  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

Lines  before  Sebastopol, 
20th  November  1854. 
If  the  army  is  to  remain  in  position  here  much 
longer,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  provide 
more  effectual  shelter  for  the  sick  than  they  have  at 
present,  or  many  of  them  will  perish.  The  storm  of 
the  14th  blew  down  all  the  hospital  marquees,  and 
damaged  many,  some  to  such  a  degree  that  I  question 
whether  they  can  be  repaired  or  not. 

The  means  of  transport  to  get  the  sick  on  boai-d 
ship  IS  very  defective,  as  the  Commissariat  can  lend 
us  no  assistance,  and  the  few  ambulance  waggons 
that  are  here  are  rapidly  becoming  inefficient  Trom 
the  mules  knocking  up,  and  the  waggons  themselves 
getting  out  of  repair.  I  recommend  that  a  fuvthi>r 
supply  of  waggons  and  mules  be  imported  at  once 
from  Varna  or  wherever  they  are  at  present,  and 
that  temporary  wooden  buildings  be  erected  without 
delay  for  the  sick  in  camp. 

I  have,  &c. 

T,  •     r  *  •  (Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Brigadier  Gen.  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals 
&c.  &c.  ^ 


No.  429. 

To  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

„  Lines  before  Sebastopol, 

21  St  November  1854. 
In  continuation  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
19tli  instant,  regarding  shelter  for  the  sick  and 
wounded,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  new  build- 
ing at  the  Military  School,  Balaklava,  at  present 
occupied  as  a  general   hospital,  which   is  nearly 
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finished,  and,  if  completed,  would  accommodate  about 
30  sick,  and  atford  cellarage  for  stores. 

When  Ave  first  took  possession  of  the  building, 
I  applied  to  the  late  Colonel  Alexander  of  the 
Engineers  to  have  it  covered  in,  and  doors  and 
window  shutters  made  foj-  it ;  and  he  went  with  me 
to  inspect  the  building. 

At  that  time  there  was  planking  and  timber  on  the 
spot  all  ready  to  complete  the  building,  and  he  said 
it  could  be  easily  done,  but  that  they  had  no  v/ork- 
men  to  spare. 

Now  a  great  portion  of  the  planking  and  boards 
has  l)een  taken  awajs  I  understand,  by  the  Engineers 
themselves  to  make  platforms  for  the  batteries  ;  but 
still  a  sufficient  number  remain,  I  think,  nearly  to 
complete  the  work  ;  and  I  request  instructions  may 
be  given  to  some  Engineer  officer  to  examine  the 
building. 

I  wish  also  for  authority  to  be  given  to  occui)y 
such  other  houses  in  the  village  as  are  best  suited  tor 
the  reception  of  sick  and  wounded,  our  present  ac- 
commodation being  totally  inadequate  to  the  purpose. 

Another  question  I  wish  to  ask.  Is  it  safe,  and 
have  I  authority,  to  re-land  the  hospital  equipment 
that  was  ordered  to  be  shipped  when  Balaklava  was 
threatened  some  little  time  ago  ? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    J.  Hall, 
Brigadier  Gen.  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  430. 

To  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

Lines  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  22d  November  1854. 

Hayixg  directed  inquiry  to  be  made  concerning 
the  accommodation  for  sick  which  could  be  obtained 
in  the  village  of  Karani,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose 
communications  which  I  have  this  day  received  from 
Assistant  Surgeon  Thornton  of  the  Royal  Artillery,* 
and  Stafl^'  Surgeon  Dr.  Macdonell,  Medical  vSuper- 
intendent  of  the  Cavalry  Division  ;  f  and  if  it  be 
consistent  with  the  arrangements  existing,  I  beg  to 
recommend  that  the  sheds  alluded  to  be  at  once 
appropriated  for  the  receiition  of  sick,  and  that  the 
Commissariat  mule  drivers  and  arabagees  Avho  are 
now  in  possession  of  them  be  directed  to  vacate  them 
aud  find  accommodation  elsewhere. 

The  village  of  Karani  is  sheltered,  and  well  adapted, 
I  think,  for  the  reception  of  sick  during  the  Avinter. 

I  have,  &e. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Brigadier  Gen.  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  431. 

On  the  23d  of  November  the  folloAving  correspon- 
dence Avas  submitted  for  my  remarks  by  Colonel 
Gordon,  Deputy  Quartermaster  General  : — 

My  dear  Sir,  November  23d. 

I  ENCLOSE  a  report  from  the  officer  in  charge  of 
our  transpoi't  depot,  representing  that  it  is  proposed 
to  convert  the  stables  at  present  occupied  by  our 
mules  at  Karani  into  an  hospital  (regimental). 

I  do  not  knoAV  by  what  authority  the  medical  officer 
is  acting  in  the  matter  ;  but  I  can  only  say,  that  if 
the  measure  is  carried  into  etfect,  the  transport  of  the 
army  Avill  be  destroyed. 

Yours,  &c. 

The  Quartermaster  General.    (Signed)    W.  Fildek. 

Referred  to  Dr.  Hall  for  his  remarks. 
By  order, 

(Signed)       A.  Gordon, 
23rd  Nov.  1854.         Acting  Quartermaster  General. 

*  Letter  from  Assistant  Surgeon  Thornton,  Koyal  Horse 
Artillery,  dated  21st  November  18.54. 

f  Letter  from  Dr.  Macdonall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  class,  dated 
22iid  November  ISOi. 


(Copy  of  letter  enclosed  in  the  foregoing.) 

Transport  Camp,  Karani, 
Sir,  22nd  November  1854. 

I  iiAA'E  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  under- 
stand it  is  in  contemplation  to  convert  the  stables 
noAv  occupied  by  the  mules  of  the  Commissariat 
transport  service  into  hospitals  for  the  Cavalry 
Brigade.  Should  this  plan  be  carried  into  effect,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  my  opinion  it 
Avill  prove  most  injurious  to  the  animpJs,  if  not  fatal  ; 
for,  having  once  been  housed,  they  Avill  be  unable  to 
bear  the  cold  and  Avet  to  Avhich  they  Avould  be 
exposed  under  these  altered  circumstances.  I  there- 
fore most  strongly  urge  that  steps  be  taken  to  prevent 
an  arrangement  Avhich  threatens  the  total  destruction 
of  the  transport  of  the  army,  more  particularly  as 
other  accommodation  can  be  procured  in  the  village 
for  the  object  in  view  Avithout  interfering  Avith  our 
department. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       E.  J.  Barroaa', 
To  Commissary  General  Acting  Dep.  Assistant 

Filder,  C.B.,  Commissary  General. 

&c.  &c. 

Note. — All  the  other  houses  in  the  village  fit  for 
the  reception  of  sick  Avere  occupied  by  the  French. 
■ — J.  Hall. 


Tlie  folloAving  is  Dr.  Hall's  remark  on  the  above 
letters  from  the  Commissariat  Department,  submitted 
to  him  by  Colonel  Gordon,  a  Quartermaster  General 
at  head  quarters  : — 

"  By  tliis  statement  it  Avould  appear  that  the  donkey 
stood  liiglier  in  the  scale  of  creation  than  man,  and 
that  his  preseiwation  Avas  matter  of  greater  importance 
to  the  state. 

"  Only  one  shed,  I  understood,  Avas  occupied  by 
the  Commissariat  until  it  Avas  discovered  that  the  sick 
soldiers  Avere  to  be  placed  there,  and  then  they  took 
possession  of  the  Avhole.  I  give  this  from  hearsay, 
and  not  from  my  OAvn  knoAvledge  ;  but  even  if  it 
Avere  as  represented  in  this  letter,  the  question 
betAA^een  the  sick  man  and  the  healthy  brute  does 
not,  I  .should  hope,  admit  of  tAvo  moments'  con- 
sideration. 

(Signed) 

"  J.  Hall, 

"  23rd  Nov.  1854.      "  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals." 
Note. — The  brutes  carried  the  day. — J.  H. 


No.  432. 

To  Mr.  Marshall. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  22nd  Nov.  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  all  regiments  Avere  supplied 
Avith  A  and  B  canteens  Avlien  the  army  first  took  the 
field,  and  there  are  none  in  store,  as  it  Avas  not 
contemplated  that  any  Avould  be  required  beyond 
those  that  Avere  in  possession  of  the  different  surgeons 
of  regiments. 

Sui'geons  of  regiments  ought  to  liaA^e  taken  steps  to 
recover  their  hospital  stores  when  the  transports  on 
board  of  which  they  were  left  came  into  harbour  at 
Balaklava,  as  no  one  but  themselves  knoAV  where 
they  had  been  left,  and  no  other  person  could  so 
readily  identify  them. 

Your  messenger,  I  imagine,  must  have  gone  to  the 
purA^eyor's  clerk  here,  who  has  only  a  medicine  chest 
to  draw  on  in  cases  of  emergency,  in  place  of  to  the 
dispenser  of  medicines  at  Balaklava. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Staff"  Surgeon  Marshall,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  433. 

To  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Army  hi  Turkey. 

Lines  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  23rd  November  18o4. 

Havin(t,  with  Lord  Raglan's  sanction,  spoken  to 
Dr.  Forrest,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals, 
in  medical  superintendence  of  the  3r(l  Division,  about- 
digging,  and  hutting  the  sick  of  the  regiments,  I 
take  leave  to  forward  a  note  I  have  received  from 
him,  pointing  out  the  ditRculties  he  has  met  with  in 
carrying  out  the  sclieme,  and  request,  if  possilile,  the 
aid  he  requires  may  be  given  to  hini. 

I  have,  &c. 
(  Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General, 
hv.  &c. 


Sin,  Camp,  21st  Nov.  18.34. 

1  FKAii  vou  will  not  be  able  to  carry  out  your 
views  about  the  hospital  huts  unless  Lord  Kaglan 
gives  an  order  on  the  subject,  and  sends  fatigue 
parties  of  Turks  to  build  them.  Commanding  officers 
of  regiments  cannot  furnish  fatigue  parties,  as  the 
troops  are  already  over  worked  in  the  trenches.  For 
instance,  a  regiment  that  was  relieved  in  the  trenches 
yestei-<lav  morning  at  four  o'clock  went  on  duty  again 
last  night. 

Captain  Chapm.an,  of  the  Engineers,  has  selected 
a  piece  of  ground  for  the  hospital  huts.  All  we 
now  requii'e  are  fatigue  parties. 

I  have,  8cc. 
(Signed)       J.  Forrest, 
Dr.  Hall,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of 

&c.  &C.  Hospitals. 


before,  in  which  he  observed  with  alarm  that  there 
were  2,010  sick  present  in  camp,  and  asking  me  if  I 
took  measures  to  send  away  all  the  cases  I  thought 
ought  to  go. 

To  this  I  replied  at  once,  "  that  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  army  was  alarming  enough,  and  with  the 
severe  duty  and  exposure  the  men  had  to  undergo 
at  that  inclement  season  I  had  no  doubt  it  would 
increase.'' 

The  46th  Regiment,  I  stated,  was  suffering  from 
cholera,  and  so,  I  feared,  would  all  the  troops  that 
had  recently  arrived,  most  of  whom  had  been  landed 
late  in  the  day,  in  heavy  rain,  and  some  of  them,  the 
46th,  for  instance,  without  tents.  Even  those  that 
were  jirovided  with  tents  had  to  pitch  them  on  the 
wet  ground. 

The  si(4i,  I  informed  him,  were  taken  down  toBala- 
klava  dail} ,  as  far  as  our  limited  means  of  transport 
would  admit,  but  it  was  very  inadequate  to  the 
))urj)ose,  and  the  Commissariat  could  afford  us  no 
assistance,  as  tlieir  transport  was  not  sufficient  for 
tli'eir  own  wants.  1  informed  him  that  the  prospects 
of  the  army  were  miserable  enough;  and  if  we  were  to 
remain  in  the  condition  we  were  then  in,  there  would 
be  a  very  small  army  indeed  by  the  time  the  winter 
was  over. 

The  following  detail  Avas  given  : — 

Non-commissioned 
Officers,  Diummers, 
and  Privates. 


Present,  and  lit  for  duty  -  22,906 

„       sick          -  -  2,160 

Absent,  sick    -          -  -  6,843 

,,      on  command  -  3,140 

„      on  employ     -  -  2,053 

Missing       -          -  -  130 


Total       -       -  37,232 


No.  434. 

To  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

Lines  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  24tli  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
T  have  this  day  received  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Daveney,*  Commandant  of  Balaklava,  by  which  you 
will  observe  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief's house,  there  is  no  house  accommo- 
dation in  the  village  fit  for  the  reception  of  sick  and 
wounded  men.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  recommend  that 
the  "  Pride  of  the  Ocean  "  transport,  now  lying  in 
Balaklava  harbour  dismasted,  be  cleared  'at  once, 
moored  near  the  shore,  and  siven  over  as  a  receiving 
liulk 

I  take  leave  also  to  submit  a  sketch  of  an  hospital 
for  30  men,  and  to  enclose  a  letter  from  1st  Class 
Staff  Surgeon  Dr.  Pine,-j-  attached  to  the  4th  Divi- 
sion, suggesting  that  Turkish  soldiers  be  enii)loyed 
to  hut  the  men,  which  I  beg  to  recommend  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Comn\ander  of  the 
Forces. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  H.\xl, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hos])itals. 

Brigadier  (leneral  Airev, 
&c.  <*<cc. 


On  the  24lh  Xovember  1854  I  received  a  note 
fron\  the  Adjutant  (ieneral,  stating  that  Lord  Raglan 
had  sent  hiin  back  the  morning  state  of  the  day 


*  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dourney,  dated  23rd  No- 
vember 1854. 

t  Letter  from  1st  class  Staff  Surgeon  Dr.  Pine,  dated  j!4th 
Xovember  1854.  Ground  plan  and  elevation  of  an  hospital  for 
30  men. 


No.  435. 

On  the  same  day,  24th  November  1854,  I  received 
the  following  note  from  Brigadier  General  Estcourt: — 

Y>v.xR  Sir, 

Lord  Raglan  thinks  that  the  Commissariat  carts 
which  go  down  for  provisions  may  very  well  take 
sick  with  them.  Of  course  there  nuist  be  no  delay  in 
despatching  them  in  the  morning,  as  the  carts  have 
other  duties  to  perform  on  their  return.  The  division 
medical  ofhcers  ought  to  see  whether  this  can  be  made 
to  work. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)      J.  B.  B.  Estcourt. 


(Reply.) 

Dear  General, 

The  experiment  of  sending  sick  down  by  the 
Commissariat  carts  has  been  attempted  by  the  divi- 
sional medical  officers,  and  has  failed,  chiefly,  I  think, 
from  the  period  at  which  the  carts  leave  camp, — 
about  or  a  little  before  daybreak  ;  but  I  will  try 
again  and  see  what  can  been  done,  for  I  feel  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  get  the  sick  under  cover  of 
any  kind  better  than  that  of  a  tent. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 


No.  436. 

(Medical  Memorandum. ) 

Lines  before  Sebastopol, 
25th  November  1854. 
The  General  Commanding  the  Forces  is  anxious 
medical  officers  should  should  avail  themselves  of  the 
Commissariat  transport  of  their  respective  divisions  to 
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send  the  sick  into  Balaklava,  and  if  there  is  any  diffi- 
culty in  currying  out  the  plan,  superintending  officers 
will  be  good  enough  to  state  them  to  the  Inspector 
General  of  Hospitals. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Reports  made  by  all  superintending  officers  of 
divisions  that  the  Commissariat  could  afford  no  aid, 
as  they  ]'.xd  not  transport  sufficient  for  tlieir  own 
purposes. 


No.  437. 

To  Lieut.- Colonel  the  IIoii.  A.  Gordon. 

Lines  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  26th  November  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  November,  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  house  in 
Kadekoi  you  allude  to  would  answer  remarkably 
well  for  a  small  military  hospital,  say  for  40  or  50 
men,  but  it  is  occupied  at  present,  as  is  the  house 
adjoining  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
The  Hon.  A.  Gordon,      Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  438. 

To  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

Lines  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,         '  26th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
which  I  have  this  day  received  from  Dr.  Alexander, 
Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class,  Medical  Superintendent  of 
the  Light  Division,  reporting  the  death  of  two  men 
of  the  7th  Fusiliers  from  cold  and  exposure  in  the 
trenches  on  the  24th  instant,  and  recommending 
appropriate  buildings  to  be  erected  for  the  reception 
of  the  sick,  huts  and  cooking  places  to  be  made  for 
the  men,  and  fuel  and  extra  blanket  issued  to  them, 
all  of  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  reasonable  and 
proper  requests,  and  I  beg  you  will  have  the  goodness 
to  submit  them  to  the  General  Commanding  the 
Forces  for  his  favourable  consideration. 

-   -        I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Brigadier  General  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


Alexander,  1st  Class,  concerning  the  want  of  fuel, 
huts,  and  cooking  places  for  the  men  of  the  Light 
Division,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  another 
letter  from  that  gentleman,  forwarding  one  from  the 
Surgeon  of  the  19th  Regiment,  reporting  the  death  of 
five,  and  the  dangerous  sickness  of  eight  other 
recruits  of  that  corps.  Mr.  Longmore  mentions  the 
Avant  of  fuel,  dry  clothing,  and  blankets  as  the  excit- 
ing cause  of  this  outbreak  of  disease.  The  want  of 
camp  kettles,  fuel,  and  blankets,  as  well  as  proper 
shelter  for  the  men,  is  being  seriously  felt  just  now  in 
the  whole  army,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the 
necessity  of  these  wants  being  supplied  as  speedily  as 
possible.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  8fc. 


No.  441. 

To  the  Adjutant  General. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  1st  December  1854. 

I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  the  notice  of 
the  General  Commanding  the  Forces  the  subject  of 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  surgeon  of  the 
23rd  Fusiliers,  which  has  been  forwarded  to  me  by 
1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander,  in  medical 
superintendence  of  the  Light  Division,  in  order  that 
more  care  may  be  taken  in  future  in  the  disembarka- 
tion of  troops  arriving  during  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Tlie  Adjutant  General,      Inspec.  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 

Mr.  Watt's  letter  referred  to  a  draft  of  100  men 
for  the  23rd  Regiment  that  arrived  from  England  in 
the  "  Ottowa  "  steamer,  on  the  28th  November,  were 
landed  at  4  p.ar.  the  same  day,  and  sent  off  to  camp, 
— a  distance  of  seven  miles — without  guides  or  notice 
to  the  regiment.  About  30  of  the  men  found  the 
camp  of  their  regiment  between  10  and  11  o'clock  ; 
but  the  rest  wandered  about,  and  found  shelter  as  best 
they  could  in  other  camps. 


No.  439. 

To  Lieut. -Colonel  Daveney. 

Lines  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  29th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  letter  I  have 
received  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gordon,*  of  the 
Quartermaster  General's  Department,  stating  that 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  approves  of  the  house 
in  Kadekoi,  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  Filder,  being 
appropriated  for  a  military  hospital,  and  directing  me 
to  apply  to  you  for  possession.  I  shall  be  in  Bala- 
klava to-morrow. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lieut.-Col.  Daveney,      Jnspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &C. 

No.  440. 

To  the  Quartermaster  General. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  29th  November  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  communication  of  the  26th 
instant,  giving  cover  to  a  letter  from  Staff  Surgeon 


No.  442. 

To  Dr.  Humfrey. ' 

Inspector  General's  Office, 
SiE,  _  4th  December  1854. 

The  miserable  state  of  discomfort  the  sick  men 
of  the  4th  Division  are  in  is  quite  lamentable.  Some 
cots  of  a  new  construction,  with  sacking  bottoms, 
have  just  been  landed,  and  I  request  you  will  at  once 
apply  for  a  fatigue  party  of  24  men  from  each  regi- 
ment to  go  to  the  Purveyor's  store  at  Balaklava,  and 
bring  out  24  of  these  cots  for  the  use  of  the  sick  of 
each  corps.  One  cot  can  easily  be  carried  by  eacli 
man ;  and  I  think  you  will  find  them  of  great  service. 
Pray  don't  delay  a  single  day  in  having  this  done,  as 
I  consider  the  matter  of  the  utmost  importance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 

P.  S.— Indent  for  144  cots  on  the  Purveyor,  and  I 
will  write  to  him  to  comply  with  your  demand  without 
further  reference  to  me. 

(Signed)       J.  H. 


*  Letter  from  Lieu+enant  Colonel  Gordon,  dated  26th  No- 
vember. 


*  Lettev  from  Surgeon  Watt,  23rd  Fusiliers,  dated  Jst 
December  1854. 
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Wrote  to  Dr.  Forrest  on  the  same  day  to  send  for 
84  of  Dr.  Smith's  cots  for  the  3rd  Division  from  the 
Purveyor's  store. 

To  Dr.  Alexander  to  send  for  100  for  the  Light 
Division. 

To  Mr.  Marshall  to  send  for  144  for  the  2nd 
Division. 

To  Dr.  Linton  to  send  for  80  for  Guards'  Brigade 
of  the  1st  Division,  the  sick  of  the  Highland 
Brigade  being  in  houses. 

To  Mr.  Elliot  to  send  for  34  for  the  Siege  Train. 


No.  443. 

To  Dr.  Alexmider. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
SiE,  5th  December  1854. 

The  picture  you  draw  of  the  condition  of  the 
men  is  a  melancholy,  but  I  fear  too  true  a  one.  By 
yesterday's  orders  you  will  observe  that  fuel  and 
lights  are  to  be  issued  to  the  troops,  which  is  one 
point  gained. 

How  is  it  that  the  Light  Division  has  not  got  its 
proportion  of  the  blankets  and  warm  clothing  brought 
out  in  the  "  Jura,"  on  account  of  the  Quartermaster 
General's  Department,  for  distribution  to  the  army  ? 
A  large  quantity  of  warm  clothing  is  on  its  way  out 
from  England,  and,  I  understand,  huts  for  the  men  ; 
but  they  ought  to  have  been  here  at  the  beginning  of 
October  to  have  been  beneficial.  Now  the  cold  will 
be  on  us,  as  the  rain  has  already  overtaken  us,  before 
their  arrival. 

We  are  going  to  get  the  loan  of  the  French  ambulance 
to  assist  us  in  removing  our  sick  down  to  Balaklava ; 
a  humiliating  position  to  be  placed  in,  I  must  admit, 
but  as  relief  is  now  of  the  most  vital  importance,  we 
shall  be  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  it. 

It  is  not  for  want  of  representation  that  matters 
are  as  they  are  at  present,  I  assure  you  ;  and  I  am 
glad  you  have  represented  it  to  General  Codrington. 

The  duty  is  too  severe  for  any  human  being  to  bear 
up  against  for  any  length  of  time  ;  but  I  suppose  the 
effort  is  necessary  and  unavoidable  if  we  are  to  retain 
our  position  against  Sebastopol. 

I  send  you  the  dispenser's  explanation  about  the 
calomel.  The  loss  of  the  "  Prince  "  was  a  misfortune 
to  us,  and  will  require  time  to  remedy. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Alexander,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  444. 

To  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  6th  December  1854. 

Having  visited  Balaklava  to-day,  I  find  there  is 
accommodation  for  about  600  men  on  board  ship, 
which  will  be  filled  as  soon  as  ever  we  can  obtain 
transport  to  carry  the  sick  down  from  camp.  I 
request,  therefore,  application  may  be  made  for  fur- 
ther accommodation  ;  and  I  take  leave  to  observe, 
that  employing  sucii  vessels  like  the  "  Blundell "  and 
■'Joseph  Sheppard"*  is  not  an  economical  way  of 
applying  the  resources  of  the  Medical  Departmen^t. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Brigadier  Gen.  Airey,     Ins])ector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


*  "Timandra,"  216;  "Joseph  Sheppard,"  64;  "Victoria,"  230  ; 
"  Pride  of  the  Ocean,'  100;  in  addition  to  marines,  30 ;  total,  640. 


No.  445. 

To  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  7th  December  1854. 

I  TAKE  leave  again  to  call  attention  to  the  want 
of  hospital  accommodation  at  Balaklava,  and  to  the 
unfinished  state  of  the  new  building  at  the  general 
hospital  there ;  and  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
obtain  the  sanction  of  the  General  Commanding  the 
Forces  for  a  portion  of  the  planking  and  timber 
recently  received  to  be  appropriated  for  its  comple- 
tion. 

A  small  quantity  of  planking  is  also  required  to 
make  some  necessary  repairs  in  the  chapel  at  Kadekoi 
before  its  conversion  into  an  hospital. 

It  is  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  obtain  better 
cover  for  the  sick  in  camp,  for  as  they  are  at  present 
situated,  medical  treatment  is  in  a  great  measure 
counteracted  by  the  damjjness  and  exposure  they  are 
subjected  to  in  wet  Aveather,  as  the  bell  tents,  in 
which  many  of  them  are  necessarily  placed  for  want 
of  hospital  marquees,  are  thin,  and  the  rain  beatB 
through  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Brigadier  Gen.  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  446. 

14th  December  1854. 
Letter  to  Staff  Surgeon  Marshall,  Principal  Medical 
Officer,  2nd  Division,  informing  him  that  the  Purveyor 
in  Balaklava  could  supply  him  with  dried  potatoes,  and 
directing  him  to  aj^ply  to  the  Quartermaster  General 
for  blankets  and  warm  under  clothing  that  had  come 
out  to  be  distributed  regimentally,  and  of  course  the 
sick  in  hospital  were  entitled  to  receive  their  proper 
share. 


No.  447. 

To  the  Quartermaster  General  at  Head  Quarters. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  15th  December,  1854. 

Application  is  made  to  me  constantly  for  a 
supply  of  blankets  and  warm  under  clothing  for  the 
sick  in  camp,  but  as  no  supplies  of  that  nature  have 
been  sent  out  to  the  medical  department,  are  not  the 
sick  entitled  to  their  share  of  the  quantities  of  these 
articles  drawn  by  regiments  from  the  Quartermaster 
General's  department?  and  would  it  not  be  desirable 
for  some  instruction  to  be  issued  on  that  head? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
The  Quartermaster  General,   Ins.  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
he.  &c. 


No.  448. 

To  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

Sir,  4th  December  1854. 

From  tlic  daily  increasing  number  of  sick,  I 
consider  it  absolutely  necessary,  and  beg  you  will 
liave  the  goodness  to  submit  the  question  for  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces,  that  two  large  and  commodious  steamers, 
fitted  with  all  necessary  appliances  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  sick  oflicers  and  soldiers,  should 
run  regularly  between  Balaklava  and  Scutari,  by 
which  arrangement  much  of  the  discomfort  and  con- 
fusioii  of  the  present  system  of  embarking  the  sick 
hurriedly  on  board  of  any  vessel  that  may  casually  be 
in  port  at  the  time  would  be  obviated;  and  if  a  large 
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vessel  like  the  "  Pride  of  the  Ocean  "  were  moored  in 
the  harbour  in  aid  of  the  general  hospital,  I  am  of 
opinion  there  Avould  be  sufficient  accommodation  for 
the  reception  of  sick  from  camp  during  the  periods 
between  the  trips  of  the  steamers. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Brigadier  Gen.  Airey,    Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


The  general  hospital  at  Balaklava,  the  "Pride  of 
the  Ocean  "  hulk,  and  the  "  Ottowa  "  steamer,  are  all 
full  of  sick  to  the  extent  of  their  accommodation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Brig.  Gen.  Estcourt,       Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 

On  this  occasion  I  suggested  that  the  cavalry 
horses  should  be  employed  for  the  transport  of  sick 
from  camp  to  Balaklava. 


No.  449. 

To  Brigadiej'  General  Airey. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sm,  17  December  1854. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  state  that  the  two  steamers, 
the  "  Sydney  "  and  the  "  Candia,"  which  have  been 
appropriated  for  the  conveyance  of  sick  and  Avounded 
men  from  Balaklava  to  Scutari,  will  not,  I  fear,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  army,  be  sufficient  to  keep 
the  hospitals  free  from  overcrowding,  as  each  steamer 
is  only  calculated  for  the  conveyance  of  150  sick. 

Nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  to  the  roof  and 
building  of  the  ncAv  building  at  the  general  hospital 
at  Balaklava,  Avhich,  as  I  have  stated  before,  is  most 
urgently  required. 

The  windows  of  the  church  at  Kadekoi  have  been 
boarded  up,  but  before  it  can  be  occupied  as  an 
hospital,  a  cookhouse  and  other  conveniences  must  be 
erected;  and  I  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
give  the  necessary  directions  for  their  being  com- 
pleted as  early  as  possible. 

As  the  building  is  spacious,  stoves  will  be  required 
to  warm  it. 

When  comj^leted,  I  think  the  42nd  ought  to  occupy 
it,  and  give  over  the  house  they  now  have  in  the 
Cavalry  lines  to  the  sick  of  the  Cavaliy  Division. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Ihigadier  Gen.  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hosnitals. 
&c.  8fc, 


No.  450. 

22nd  December,  1855. 
Dr.  Macdonell  directed  to  make  application  for 
the  house  for  the  sick  of  the  Cavalry. 

J.  Hall. 


On  the  9th  of  December  the  Quartermaster 
General  having  suggested  that  the  artillery  waggons 
should  be  employed  for  the  removal  of  sick  from 
camp,  the  following  department  memorandum  was 
issued  by  Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

(Memorandum. ) 
"  The  artillery  waggons  will  take  the  sick  down 
from  the  divisions  daily,  and  horses  will  be  ordered 
for  the  ambulance  Avaggons  until  the  sick  list  is 
relievect. 

"  Superintending  medical  officers  are  requested  to 
send  in  at  once  to  the  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals 
a  return  of  the  bearers  they  have  available  in  their 
respective  divisions  specifying  the  regiments,  in  case 
a  party  of  Turks  can  be  procured  to  carry  them.  In 
tliis  list  Clark's  and  Smith's  stretchers  might  be 
included." 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  452. 

10th  December  1854. 

Medical  memorandum  issued,  informing  principal 
medical  officers  of  diAisions  that  on  the  lltii  the 
French  Avould  lend  ambulance  conveyance  for  1,100 
sick,  and  directing  them  to  be  jjrepared  by  8  a.m.,  so 
that  the  mules  might  not  be  kept  Avaiting. 

They  Avere  instructed  to  see  that  the  men  Avere 
dressed  and  had  had  their  breakfasts  before  that 
hour;  and  each  man  Avas  directed  to  take  his  blanket 
and  great  coat  Avith  him. 

A  medical  officer,  mounted  if  possible,  was  ordered 
to  accompany  the  sick  from  each  division,  and 
directed  to  carry  Avith  him  some  restorative,  such  as 
a  portion  of  Avine  or  spirit  and  a  drinking  cup. 


No.  451. 

7h  Brigadier  General  Estcourt. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  19th  December  1854. 

In  reply  to  the  note  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a 
weekly  state  of  sick  and  a  return  shoAving  the 
number  that  require  removal,  Avhich  amounts  to 
457. 

The  sick  are  got  doAvn  daily  so  far  as  our  limited 
or  nearly  total  Avant  of  transport  Avill  admit;  but  the 
transport  for  the  sick  is  so  inadequate,  and  the 
accumulation  so  rapid,  that  it  is  fearful  to  con- 
template. 

The  duty  is  so  heavy,  the  exposure  so  great,  and 
the  supply  of  food  and  means  of  cooking  it  so  uncer- 
tain, that  it  is  not  surprising  disease  prevails  so 
extensively  among  the  men,  particularly  in  the  ncAvly 
arrived  regiments. 

When  I  Avas  in  Balaklava  to-day  I  ascertained  that 
Captain  Christie  had  appropriated  the  "  Australian  " 
steamer  (told  off  for  the  reception  of  sick)  to  other 
service,  and  had  substituted  the  "Lady  M'Naughten" 
transport,  Avhich  Avill  ,not  accommodate  more  than 
90  sick,  and  is  quite  inadequate  to  our  present 
wants. 


No.  453. 

To  all  the  Superintending  Officers  of  Divisions. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

12th  December,  1854. 
The  French  Avill  lend  300  of  their  ambulance 
mules  to  take  sick  into  Balaklava  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  instant;  you  Avill  therefore  Avarn 
and  have  ready  the  sick  of  your  division  to  go  doAvn 
by  them.  The  men  Avill  take  their  blankets  and 
great  coats.  You  Avill  give  directions  that  they  have 
their  breakfasts  before  they  start,  and  you  Avill  apply 
to  have  a  fatigue  party  at  each  hospital  ready  to 
assist  in  loading  the  mules,  so  that  the  ambulance 
may  not  be  detained. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
To  all  the  Superintending     Insp.  Gen.  of  Hospita.L'i. 
Officers  of  Divisions. 


No.  454. 

7o  Superintending  Medical  Officers. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

13th  December  1854. 
Such  regiments  as  have  not  their  hospital  can- 
teens should  draw  camp  kettles  through  the  regimental 
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authorities  from  the  Quartermaster  General's  depart- 
ment, and  the  purveyor  at  Balaklava  will  now  be  able 
to  furnish  smaller  saucepans  in  limited  numbers. 

(Signed)       J.  Halj,, 
To  Superintending         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Medical  Officers. 


No.  455. 

To  all  Superintending  Medical  Officers. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
20th  December  1854. 
Colonel  Davies  of  the  Royal  Artillery  says  tliat 
nine  Flanders  waggons  go  down  to  Balaklava  every 
morning  from  the  different  divisions,  and  would  be 
able  to  lake  on  an  average  72  sick  daily.  Is  advan- 
tage taken  of  this  means  of  conveyance,  and  if  not, 
why  ? 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
To  all  Superintending     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Medical  Officers. 

Difficulties  were  experienced  in  carrying  this 
arrangement  out,  and  very  little  advantage  was 
derived  from  it. 


No.  456. 

To  the  Huperintending  Officers  of  Divisions. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Hospital  marquees  have  arrived.  Medical 
officers  in  charge  of  divisions  will  therefore  be  good 
enough  to  see  that  the  regiments  which  are  in  want 
of  thcni  make  demands  at  once  through  the  usual 
channel. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Tlie  Superintending      Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Officers  of  Divisions. 


No.  257. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Before  Sebastopol, 
1st  January  1855. 
Superintending  medical  officers  of  divisions 
will  instruct  regimental  surgeons  and  medical  officers 
in  charge  of  corps  to  indent  at  once  for  stores  for 
their  hos])ital  marquees,  and  those  that  have  not 
marcjuees  sliould  make  demands  for  wooden  huts. 

(vSigned)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  458. 

To  Lieut.- Colonel  Steele. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Deaij  Col.  Steele,  22nd  December  1854. 

Mu.  Asi'inall's  plan  of  cleansing  muddy  water 
by  means  of  alum  I  know  is  extensively  used  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  ex]ieriment  can  do  no  liarm,  and  as  it  may  do 
good,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  medical  officers  to  it; 
but  ]  am  afraid  that  in  the  ])roduction  of  bowel 
complaints  hei'e  other  causes  are  at  work  besides 
muddy  water. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Steele.      Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  459. 

To  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Scutari. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  24th  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  to  inform  you  tliat  the  under-mentioned 
steam  ships  have  been  named,  and  are  to  be  fitted  up 
for  the  conveyance  of  sick  from  Balaklava  to  Scutari; 
and  I  have  appointed  the  officers  named  as  a  perma- 
nent medical  staff  to  remain  on  board,  and  I  request 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  see  that  these  vessels 
are  fitted  up  with  every  necessary  comfort  and  con- 
venience for  the  service  on  which  they  are  to  be 
emjjloyed;  and  you  will  impress  on  the  officers  in 
charge  the  necessity  there  is  of  their  being  vigilant 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  in  every  respect.  They 
will  see  that  the  sick  are  properly  put  up,  that  their 
food  is  of  good  quality  and  properly  cooked,  and 
that  they  receive  ail  the  medical  comforts  which  are 
ordered  for  them. 

They  avIU  pay  attention  to  the  cleanliness  and 
pro])er  ventilation  of  the  shij),  and  on  this  head  you 
will  draw  their  attention  to  the  detailed  instructions 
laid  down  in  Her  Majesty's  regulations. 

You  Avill  furnish  tlieni  with  medical  journals  and 
printed  forms  of  monthly  and  weekly  states,  as  well 
as  Forms  1  and  2,  for  medical  comforts,  and  you  will 
carefully  examine  these  on  the  arrival  of  each  vessel, 
and  ascertain  that  the  expenditure  of  medical  com- 
forts corresponds  with  the  entries  in  the  medical 
journals. 

You  will  also  cause  a  staff  surgeon  of  tlie  1st  class 
to  visit  each  vessel  before  the  sick  are  landed,  and 
make  a  written  report  to  you  of  the  state  he  found 
the  sick  and  wounded  in,  and  whether  in  his  opinion 
due  attention  had  been  paid  to  them  during  the 
voyage. 

The  ships  named  for  tliis  service  are, — 
The  "  Melbourne," —  2nd  Class   Staff  Surgeon 
Dr.  W.  Rutherford. 
Staff  Assist.  Surgeon  Mich. 
Allen,  Jun. 

„  „  Thomas 

Sheehey. 

The  "  Australia,"—  2nd  Class  Staff  Surgeon  Dr. 

Thos.  Moorhead. 
Staff  Assist.  Surgeon  Ancell. 
The   "  Sydney,"—  2nd  Class     Staff  Surgeon 
Donnall. 
Staff  Assist.  Surgeon  L.  G. 
Hooper. 

The   "  Brandon," —  2nd  Class  Staff  Surgeon  J. 

A.  Wishart. 
Staff  Assist.  Surgeon  Palio- 
logus. 

Each  2nd  class  staff  surgeon  must  provide  himself 
Tvith  a  case  of  capital  instruments,  his  ov/n  property; 
and  you  will  direct  a  medicine  chest,  and  such  other 
medical  and  surgical  appliances  as  you  may  think 
necessary  to  be  supplied  from  the  apothecary's  store, 
as  well  as  a  complete  equipment  of  purveyor's  stores, 
and  an  ample  supply  of  medical  comforts  to  be  put  on 
board  from  the  purveyor's  department.  Amongst 
the  purveyor's  stores  it  would  be  Avell  to  include  a 
slipper  bath. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
The  Prin.  Medical  Officer,     Insp.  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  460. 

To  the  Adjutant  General  at  Head  Quarters. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  25lh  December,  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  commimication  I 
have  received  from  2nd  Class  Staff  Surgeon  Ilanbury, 
and  I  request  you  will  submit  to  the  Field  Marshal 
Commanding  the  Forces  the  nccessitv  there  is  of 
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putting  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  sending  men  out  at 
this  season  of  the  year  without  their  great  coats,  and 
more  especially  in  such  inclement  weather  as  it  was 
on  Saturday  last. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
The  Adjut.  General,       Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  461. 

To  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.  C.B. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Mt  Lord  26th  December  1854. 

I  TAKK  leave  to  submit  a  letter  from  Deputy 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  Dr.  Humfrey,  on 
the  subject  of  fresh  vegetables  or  rice  for  the  men  as 
a  portion  of  their  rations;  and  as  I  perfectly  concur 
in  the  view  he  takes  of  the  matter,  I  beg  respectfully 
but  urgently  to  i-ecommend  the  subject  to  your  lord- 
ship's favourable  consideration. 

Fatigue  and  exposure,  added  to  sameness  and 
insufiiciency  of  diet,  will  be  sure  to  produce  scurvy, 
though,  as  yet,  very  few  cases  of  that  complaint  have 
been°returned.  Rice,  pepper,  and  salt,  your  lordship 
may  remember;  I  submitted  to  your  lordship  for 
favourable  consideration  when  the  army  was  serving 
in  Bulgaria,  and  rice  was  for  a  time  made  an  integral 
part  of  the  soldier's  ration,  but  a  supply  of  salt  and 
pepper,  I  believe,  was  not  considered  necessai-y  to  be 
kept  in  the  Commissariat  stores  for  the  supply  of  the 
army;  but  here,  where  the  articles  cannot  be  pro- 
cured from  shops,  I  consider  it  of  the  very  greatest 
importance  that  they  should  be  placed  within  reach 
of  the  soldiers,  for  without  them  their  food  cannot  be 
made  palatable  or  easy  of  digestion. 

I  may  mention  I  have  heard  from  Dr.  Smith, 
Director  General  Army  Medical  Department,  that  a 
very  large  supply  of  lime  juice  has  been  shipped  at 
his  recommendation,  when  it  was  reported  to  him  by 
me  that  symptoms  of  scurvy  had  made  their  appear- 
ance in  some  few  cases.  A  supply  of  lime  juice  was 
obtained  from  the  navy  at  the  time  (October),  and 
has  been  in  vise  ever  since. 

It  would  be  highly  desirable  to  have  a  supply  of 
fresh  vegetables  brought  from  Constantinople,  or  any 
other  quarter  where  favourable;  and,  perhaps,  the 
steamers  which  are  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  conveyance 
of  sick  and  wounded  to  Scutari  might  be  made  avail- 
able for  this  purpose. 

I  think  if  fresh  vegetables,  salt,  and  pepper  were 
placed  within  the  reach  of  the  men,  they  would  readily 
purchase  them,  and  consider  it  a  great  boon  to  be 
enabled  to  do  so. 

I  have,  8sc. 
(Signed)  J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B., 
&c.  &c. 


No.  462. 

To  the  Quartermaster  General  at  Head  Quarters. 
Sir,  27th  December  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  in- 
forming me  that  the  "  Tynemouth  "  and  "  Harbinger" 
steamers  had  been  appropriated  for  the  conveyance 
of  sick  and  wounded  to  Scutari,  I  beg  to  observe,  that 
as  the  accommodation  of  the  "  Harbinger "  is  very 
limited,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  some  other 
ships  told  off  at  once  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  sick 
in  camp. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspec.  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  463. 

To  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.  C.B. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
My  Lord,  28th  December  1854. 

In  explanation  of  the  report  of  Brigadier  General 
Airey,  that  there  was  no  medical  officer  present  in  the 
general  hospital  at  Balaklava  when  he  visited  it  yes- 
terday, I  trust,  in  justice  to  the  officer  who  was  on 
duty  for  the  day,  your  lordship  will  permit  me  to 
submit  the  enclosed  statement  from  Staff  Assistant 
Surgeon  Carte,  which,  from  personal  inquiry,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  is  perfectly  correct. 

It  appears  the  orderly  sent  by  General  Airey  to 
call  the  medical  officer  never  went  to  his  quarters,  and 
he,  not  knowing  who  General  Airey  was,  seeing  the 
purveyor,  Mr.  Jenner,  speaking  to  him,  did  not  know 
his  presence  was  required. 

The  deficiencry  of  orderlies  yesterday  arose  from 
the  Avithdrawal  of  the  men  of  the  Provisional  Battalion 
before  the  ai-rival  of  those  of  the  71st  Regiment,  but 
that  had  been  remedied  when  I  visited  the  hospital 
to-day. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B., 
&c.  &c. 


General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  28th  December  1854. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  made  by  General 
Airey,  viz.,  that  he  visited  this  hospital  on  the  27th 
instant,  and  found  no  medical  officer  on  duty, 
I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  was  on  orderly 
duty  that  day,  and  that  I  did  not  absent  myself  from 
the  hospital  while  on  such  duty. 

I  beg  further  to  state,  that  on  the  day  above  men- 
tioned I  remarked  an  officer  in  a  fur-coloured  coat 
speaking  to  the  purveyor  in  the  hospital  yard.  •  This 
I  have  since  learned  was  General  Airey. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  Carte, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Assistant  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  464. 

To  the  Adjutant  General,  Head  Quarters, 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  30th  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  death  report  of 
three  men  of  the  19th  Regiment,  and  as  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  the  men  should  not  be  over-fatigued 
in  the  way  Private  Thomas  Dooly  appears  to  have 
been,  perhaps  measures  can  be  taken  to  prevent  such 
occurrences  in  future. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

The  Adjutant  General, 
&c.  &c. 


(Copy  of  Report.) 

19th  Regiment. — Private  Thomas  Doody,  spasmodic 
cholera  ;  admitted  27th  December  ;  died  28th  De- 
cember 1854  ;  13  hours  ill. 

This  man  on  returning  from  piquet,  where  he  had 
been  for  24  hours,  was  sent  on  fatigue  to  Balaklava. 
He  was  so  much  exhausted  on  his  return  in  the  even- 
ing that  he  had  to  be  taken  to  Hhe  hospital  at  once, 
and  died  in  13  hours.  He  had  until  lately  been  a 
remarkably  healthy  soldier. 

(Signed)       Thomas  Longmore, 
Surgeon,  19th  Regiment. 
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No.  465. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
SiR^  '  1st  January  1855. 

The  '•'  Monarchy  "  and  "  Star  of  the  South,"  told 
off  by  the  agent  of  transports  for  the  reception  of 
sick,  will  not  accommodate  more  than  one  half  of  the 
number  now  requiring  conveyance  to  Scutari.  It 
will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  make  application  if 
you  please,  for  more  vessels  to  be  set  apart  for  that 
purpose  ;  and  as  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  im- 
mediate prospect  of  getting  the  new  building  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Balaklava,  roofed  in,  I  take  leave 
strongly  to  recommend,  that  some  of  the  wooden 
sheds,  which  I  hear  have  arrived,  be  put  up  in  the 
garden  in  front  of  the  hospital  for  the  reception  of 
sick  ;  and  I  also  think  it  of  the  utmost  consequence, 
that  the  sick  of  the  different  regiments  in  camp  should 
be  similarly  accommodated  at  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity, as  their  present  shelter  is  in  a  great  measure 
very  inadequate,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
army  is  very  alarming. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  General  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  466. 
To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  4th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Jenner,  purveyor,  pointing  out  certain  re- 
pairs urgently  required  in  the  General  Hospital  at 
Balaklava,  which  I  request  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  instruct  the  engineer  department  to  have  exe- 
cuted as  early  as  possible. 

At  the  risk  of  being  tliought  importunate,  I  beg  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  cover  for  the 
sick,  and  that  wooden  huts  with  stoves  in  them  be 
erected  at  once,  both  at  Balaklava  and  in  camp,  for 
their  accommodation. 

I  consider  this  of  the  utmost  consequence.  It  is  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  treat  sick  or  Avounded  with  any 
prospect  of  success  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  are  now  placed.  Bell  tents  do  not  afford  suffi- 
cient protection  for  sick  men  during  this  inclement 
weather,  and  proper  shelter  is  necessary  for  their 
preservation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  General  Airev,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&o.  he 


No.  467. 

To  fhe  Quartermaster  General. 

Sir,  6th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  for  consideration, 
as  the  repairs  required  are  urgent,  a  letter  and  requi- 
sition from  the  purveyor  of  the  General  Hospital  in 
Balaklava. 

\  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  468. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  5th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
from  Surgeon  Marshall,  principal  medical  officer  of 
the  2d  Division,  urging  the  necessity  of  better  shelter 


for  the  men,  and  pointing  out  the  lamentable  result 
of  exposure  during  this  inclement  weather. 

This  is  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  the  army, 
and  I  request  that  early  attention  lie  paid  to  it,  or 
the  consequences  will  be  fearful  I  am  quite  convinced, 
from  the  exhausted  state  the  men  are  in,  which  ren- 
ders them  incapable  of  resisting  the  effects  of  extreme 
cold,  such  as  they  are  now  exposed  to. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  General  Airev,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.       &c.  " 

(Copy  of  Mr.  Marshall's  Report.) 

Camp,  2nd  Division, 
Sir,  6th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  requisitions 
were  sent  in  yesterday  for  wooden  huts  and  stoves 
for  this  division,  and  to  request  that  you  will  urge  on 
the  authorities  the  necessity  of  their  immediate 
transmission. 

I  beg  to  report  that  gangrene  of  the  feet  from  the 
severe  cold  is  becoming  of  frequent  occurrence  among 
the  men  ;  five  cases  occurred  last  night  in  the  55th 
Eegiment  alone.  I  regret  to  say  that  many  of  the 
men  of  this  division  have  not  yet  been  supplied  with 
the  Avarm  under-clothing,  and  in  very  numerous  cases 
have  only  one  blanket. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Marshall, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  469. 

6th  January  1855. 
Extract  of  a  letter  to  Surgeon  Lockwood,  7th  Fusi- 
leers,  from  Dr.  Hall: —  "  The  wooden   huts  are  a 
"  Quartermaster  General's  store,  and  you  ought  to  lose 
"  no  time  in  making  a  demand  for  them." 


No.  470. 
To  Dr.  Brown. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  6th  January  1855. 

Your  letter  of  this  date  has  just  been  forwarded 
to  me  by  Dr.  Anderson,  and  I  regret  I  was  not  made 
acquainted  earlier  Avith  the  condition  of  your  sick,  for 
being  so  much  occupied  I  have  never  had  time  to 
pay  you  a  visit,  but  1  am  surprised  Dr.  Hunter,  the 
superintending  staff  surgeon  of  your  brigade,  did 
not  report  it. 

There  are  wooden  huts  now  in  Balaklava,  and 
plenty  of  Avarm  under-clothing,  shoes,  and  blankets  in 
the  Quartermaster  General's  store  in  Balaklava,  and 
you  ought  not  to  lose  a  single  day  in  making  a 
demand  through  your  commanding  officer  for  Avhat 
you  require,  and  getting  them  up  the  liill. 

If  there  is  any  thing  else  I  can  help  you  in  I  shall 
be  \-ery  happy,  but  the  necessity  of  huts  for  the  sick 
I  have  represented  to  the  Quartermaster  General  as 
strongly  as  I  can,  so  that  I  imagine  the  only  difficulty 
you  Avill  experience  Avill  be  the  transport  up  the 
hill. 

I  am  having  three  erected  in  the  garden  in  front 
of  the  General  Hospital,  Avhich  Avill  give  us  accom- 
modation for  about  75  additional  sick,  so  that  Avhat 
betAveen  them  and  the  "  Pride  of  the  Ocean  "  receiv- 
ing ship,  you  Avill,  I  hope,  at  any  rate  be  able  to 
obtain  accommodation  for  urgent  cases  of  disease  ; 
but  it  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  you,  I  dare  say,  to 
have  them  under  your  oAvn  care,  if  you  can  obtain 
proper  cover  for  them,  but  it  must  be  bitterly  cold  on 
the  hill  tops  noAV.  For  God's  sake  do  not  delay  in 
getting  blankets  and  warm  clothing  for  the  men  ! 
The  duty  men  ought  to  have  the  AA'arm  Avatch  coats 
that  have  been  sent  out.  Go  down  into  Balaklava 
Avith  your  quartermaster,  and  ferret  out  Avhat  you 
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want.  There  are  so  many  claimants  now,  that  those 
who  do  not  exert  themselves  get  nothing. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Dr.  Brown,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 

Note. — Though  Dr.  Brown  very  properly  made  a 
strong  representation  of  the  wants  of  the  wing  of  the 
regiment  he  had  medical  charge  of,  it  is  satisfactory 
to  state  that  it  enjoyed  comparatively  good  health 
during  the  whole  quarter;  was  free  from  scurvy,  and 
only  lost  two  men,  one  a  case  of  dysentery,  the  other 
a  case  of  apoplexy. 

J.  Hall. 


No.  471. 

To  Major  General  Esfeonrt. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiK,  6th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
which  1  have  received  from  Assistant  Surgeon  Jeeves 
of  the  38th  Kegiment,  complaining  of  interference 
with  his  professional  duties  on  tlie  part  of  Captain 
Howard  of  the  44tli  Regiment,  who  was  put  in  mili- 
tary command  of  the  party  of  sick  proceeding  to 
Scutari  on  board  the  "  liipon  "  steamer,  in  December 
last. 

It  appears  that  Captain  Howard,  with  better  inten- 
tion it  is  to  be  hoped  than  judgment,  drew  wine  on 
his  o\\Ti  authority,  and  administered  it  to  the  sick  on 
board  in  its  pure  state,  to  their  prejudice  in  some 
instances,  without  either  consulting  or  mentioning 
the  circumstance  to  Mr.  Jeeves,  Avho  was  the  person 
held  responsible  for  the  care  of  the  sick  and  due 
adciinistration  of  the  comforts  put  on  board  for  their 
use. 

Jn  acting  thus  Captain  Howard,  in  my  opinion, 
overstepped  the  duties  of  his  position,  and  interfered 
in  natters  he  could  not  understand,  and  with  which 
he  had  no  authority  to  meddle. 

He  also  took  upon  himself  needlessly  to  destroy 
public  property,  by  ordering  blankets  to  be  thrown 
overboard  that  could  have  been  washed  and  rendered 
serviceable  again  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at 
Scuisri. 

Captain  Howard  makes  no  complaint  of  Mr.  Jeeves 
to  tlie  authorities  at  Scutari  on  the  arrival  of  the 
vessel  there,  when  the  matter  could  have  been 
promptly  and  ])roperly  inquired  into  at  once,  but  re- 
serves it  until  his  arrival  at  Balaklava,  and  Mr.  Jeeves 
is  ordered  on  a  fresh  tour  of  duty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Major  General  Estcourt, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  472. 
To  Mr.  Marshall. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  7th  Jan.  1855 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  enclosing  one 
from  Surgeon  Blake,  5oth  Regiment,  pointing  out 
the  want  of  blankets  for  the  sick,  I  request  you  will 
be  good  enough  to  instruct  him,  and  the  other 
surgeons  of  regiments,  to  make  demands  for  what 
they  require,  and  send  them  to  Balaklava. 

There  are  plenty  of  blankets  and  warm  clothing  in 
store,  which  ought  to  be  drawn  for  the  sick  as  well 
of  regiments;  and  I  beg  you  will  see  that  this  is  done 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Mr.  Marshall,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  473. 

To  Surgeon  Blake. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  7th  January  1855. 

Your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  stating  that  five 
men  had  been  frost-bitten  in  the  hospital  tents,  has 
been  forwarded  to  me  by  Staff  Surgeon  Marshall.  I 
see  you  complain  of  want  of  blankets,  bedding,  and 
bedsteads.  Have  not  extra  blankets,  warm  clothing, 
and  shoes  been  served  out  to  the  men  of  the  55th  Regi- 
ment?— and  do  not  they  bring  their  own  blankets 
with  them  when  they  come  sick?  as,  unfortunately, 
you  have  no  storeage  in  camp  to  keep  an  extra  supply 
ready  for  their  use. 

Most  regiments  have  got  Avarm  clothing  and  blan- 
kets for  their  sick — how  is  it  that  this  is  not  the  case 
in  the  55th  Regiment?  Let  me  know  Avhat  difiiculties 
you  have  met  with,  and,  if  I  can  help  you,  I  need  not 
say  I  shall  1)e  most  happy.  I  rode  over  to  see 
Mr.  Marshall  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  this 
afternoon,  but  it  was  nearly  dark  before  I  reached  his 
tent,  and  I  had  not  time  to  visit  your  tents. 

Have  you  made  a  demand  for  wooden  huts  for 
your  patients?  because  bell  tents,  unfortunately,  do 
not  admit  of  bedsteads  being  placed  in  them. 

The  wooden  huts,  I  understand,  have  raised  plat- 
forms for  the  men  to  sleep  on,  Avhich  would  answer  as 
well  as  bedsteads. 

Mr.  Marshall  mentioned  that  a  difficulty  had  been 
made  about  issuing  blankets  froui  the  (Quartermaster- 
General's  store  for  the  sick.  Has  this  been  the  case 
in  the  55t]i  Regiment?  It  ouglit  not,  I  think,  to  have 
existed,  as  every  man  ought  to  have  been  supplied 
with  warm  clothing  and  an  extra  blanket,  whether 
sick  or  well. 

I  have  written  for  blankets,  but  if  they  are  wanted, 
and  the  difficulty  mentioned  by  Mr.  Marshall  exists, 
let  me  know,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  remedy  the 
matter  of  form  by  directing  the  purveyor  to  indent 
on  the  Quartermaster  General  for  what  you  require. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Surgeon  Blake,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

8cc.  &c. 


No.  474. 

To  Major'  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  8th  Jan.  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication  I 
have  received  from  Dr.  Pine,  staff' surgeon,  in  medical 
superintendence  of  the  3rd  Division,  pointing  out  a 
serious  omission  in  landing  and  marching  up  to  camp, 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  a  detachment  of  troops 
without  a  single  blanket  to  protect  them  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Major-General  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  475. 

To  the  Quartermaster- General, 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  13th  Jan.  1855. 

In  returning  Dr.  Anderson's  report  of  the 
crowded  state  of  the  men  on  board  the  "  Golden 
Fleece"  steamer,  and  Major  M'Kenzie's  letter  giving 
cover  to  it,  I  have  the  honour  to  observe  that,  with 
fever  and  cholera  on  board,  I  fully  concur  in  the 
opinion  Dr.  Anderson  has  formed,  and  take  leave  to 
suggest  that  the  drafts  be  separated  from  the  39th 
Regiment  and  placed  on  board  of  some  other  vessel  in 
the  harbour,  as  thip  is  not  desirable  weather  to  encamp 
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on  shore,  and  shelter  in  the  vilhigc  of  Bahikhiva 
cannot  be  obtained  at  present. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  476. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Linton, 
Principal  Medical  Officer,  \st  Division,  dated 
I5th  Jaunari/  18o5. 

"  Wk  have  received  more  boards  and  tressels  by 
tlie  '  Manilla;'  but  above  all  things  try  and  get 
Avooden  huts  for  the  sick  of  the  regiments.  Go  and 
see  the  one  we  have  put  up  in  front  of  the  general 
hospital  at  Balaklava,  and  you  will  be  a  convert  at 
once  ;  or  ask  some  of  the  commanding  officers  when 
they  are  down  in  Balaklava  to  look  at  it,  and  I  am 
(juite  sure  they  will  at  once  afford  you  all  the  aid  in 
their  power  to  get  them  up  for  their  men,  many  of 
whom,  if  so  housed,  would  get  Avell  as  soon  as  at 
Scutari." 


No.  477. 

To  the  Qnartermaster  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Seliastopol, 
Sm,  18th  January  1855. 

Iv  returning  the  enclosed  ]iapers,  I  beg  to  ob- 
serve tliat,  so  long  as  numerous  ships  have  to  l)e  fitted 
u))  at  a  lew  hours'  notice  for  the  recejjfion  of  sick  from 
limited  stores,  articles  will  occasionally  run  short,  or 
l)e  altogether  wanting,  but  every  effort  is  made  to 
remedy  this  as  nuich  as  possible. 

The  only  effectual  way  of  remedying  the  evil  alto- 
gether would  be  for  positive  orders  to  be  given  to  fit 
out  ])roperly  the  steam  vessels  recommended  for  the 
conveyance  of  sick;  and  so  soon  as  that  is  accom- 
plished, all  these  frequently-recurring  defects  and 
comjjhiints  would  be  removed,  as  each  vessel  would 
arrive  cond'ortably  e([uipped  with  medicines,  mate- 
rials, medical  comforts,  and  surveyor's  stores,  and 
would  be  ready  to  receive  ihe  sick  on  board  at  once. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  IIos])itals. 
The  Quarlermaster  General, 
&c.  &c. 

Some  delay  had  taken  jilaee  in  fitting  out  the 
hospital  ships  at  Constantinople,  and  one  or  two  of 
them  were  ordered  off  to  the  Crimea  by  the  port 
admiral  without  their  medical  equipment. 


No.  478. 

To  3lajor- General  Aire//. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  19th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  ibc  honour  to  submit  a  complaint  from 
the  surgeon  of  the  19th  Regiment,*  of  his  utter 
inabiiit}^  to  get  up  a  hut  from  Balaklava  for  the  use 
of  the  sick,  tlirough  any  means  within  liis  ])ower;  and 
as  better  shelter  for  the  sick  is  of  such  vital  import- 
ance, 1  beg  to  urge  this  on  your  serious  attention,  or 
the  whole  army  will  speedily  melt  away. 

I  have,  i<cc. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Major-General  Aircy, 
&c.  &c. 


*  Letter  from  Surgeon  Longraore,  19tli  Regiment,  dated 
6th  January  18 'jf). 

Letter  from  1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander,  enclosing 
the  same,  dated  17th  January  1855. 


No.  479. 

To  tlie  Quartermaster  General. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  19th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  letter  from  the 
purveyor  at  Balaklava  pointing  out  the  necessity  of 
having  fresh  privies  erected  at  the  hospital,  as  those 
now  in  use  are  full  and  very  offensive,  and  there  is 
no  means  of  hiring  labour  to  empty  them. 

This  service  is  urgently  required,  and  I  request 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Engineer  department  to  the  subject. 

I  think,  too,  if  the  earth  was  taken  out  of  the  new 
building  so  as  to  make  the  ground  floor  as  deep  at  one 
end  as  the  other,  storeage  might  be  obtained  for  many 
articles. 

The  huts  answer  well  for  sick,  and  it  would  be 
desirable  to  erect  six  or  seven  more  in  front  of  the 
hospital,  Avhich,  with  the  hospital,  would  afford  com- 
fortable accommodation  for  400  sick.  This  too  is 
urgent,  and  ought  to  carried  out  at  once  in  my 
opinion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  480. 

To  3Iajor  General  Esfcourt. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  24th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
from  Doctor  Hume,  staff  surgeon*  in  medical  charge 
of  the  3rd  Division,  pointing  out  a  nuisance  in  the 
innnediate  vicinity  of  the  hospital  marquees  and  huts, 
which  ought  most  certainly  to  be  removed,  and  the 
drivers  and  their  ponies  placed  more  immediately 
under  the  eye  of  the  Quartermaster,  or  whoever  has 
charge  of  the  baggage  animals  of  the  division.  I 
myself  saw  an  artilleryman  brought  from  the  direc- 
tion of  the  huts  two  days  ago  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion at  midday. 

When  on  the  subject  of  camp  nuisances,  I  may 
mention  that  proper  latrines  should  be  dug  in  all  the 
camjjs,  and  tlie  soil  covered  over  daily  with  earth. 

All  dead  aninuils  ought  to  be  Iniried  in  place 
of  being  allowed  to  decay  and  taint  ihe  air  above 
ground. 

It  would  also  be  highly  desirable  to  direct  the 
pioneers  to  clear  round  the  hospital  marquees  and  tents 
daily,  collect  all  offal,  dirty  and  condemned  clothes, 
and  rags,  &c.,  which  are  now  merely  thrown  outside 
the  tents,  and  there  allowed  to  rot. 

The  trenches  round  all  the  hospitals  should  be 
deepened,  so  as  to  carry  off  the  surface  water  and 
drain  the  interior  of  the  tents.  When  the  surgeons 
or  superintending  officers  are  spoken  to  by  me  on 
these  matters,  they  invariably  excuse  themselves  on 
the  plea  of  not  being  able  to  procure  fatigue  men  to 
perform  the  duty  ;  so  tliat  the  matter  will  have 
to  be  enforced  by  authority,  because  no  regiment  can 
possiljly  be  so  pressed  for  duty  men  as  not  to  be  able 
to  spare  a  party  for  a  short  time  daily  to  perform 
these  essential  offices  in  camp  economy.  If  the 
present  system  be  allowed  to  go  on,  diseases  of  a 
graver  character  than  even  those  now  prevailing 
among  the  men  will  nuike  their  appearance  to  a 
certainty,  and  carry  ofr'  thousands. 

It  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  the  Director 
General  of  the  Army  Medical  Department  that  30 
tons  of  soap  have  been  ordered  out  by  Government 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  when  it  arrives  the  men 
ought  to  be  compelled  to  wash  and  clean  themselves 
two  or  three  times  a  Avcek  at  least  ;  and  I  would 
recommend  some  kind  of  cravat  to  be  worn  by  the 

*  Letter  from  Staff  Surgeon  Dr.  Hume,  dated  24tli  January 
1855. 
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men,  as  tiieir  liare  throats,  with  either  a  very  dirty 
shirt  or  no  shirt  at  all,  has  an  unseemly  look,  and 
gives  them  an  unnecessary  appearance  of  misery  and 
destitution. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.Hall, 
Major  Gen.  Estcourt,      Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  481. 

1  o  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiK,  28th  January  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  in- 
stant requesting  to  know  what  (juantity  of  quick- 
lime I  think  would  be  sulRciont  to  consume  the 
carcases  of  100  dead  animals,  I  have  the  honour  to 
state  that  much  Avould  depend  whether  the  liodies 
were  collected  together  or  detached.  If  detached,  it 
would  require  at  least  one  Imshel  of  lime  for  each 
(100  bushels),  and  even  that  quantity  would  only 
temporarily  correct  the  stench  that  would  arise  as  the 
process  of  decay  went  on  in  warm  weather.  The 
best  and  most  effectual  way  of  getting  rid  of  the 
dangerous  nuisance  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  to  bury 
the  bodies,  and  throw  some  quicklime  over  them 
in  their  graves;  but  if  the  process  of  burying  be 
adopted,  it  must  be  done  effectually,  and  the  bodies 
covered  at  least  three  feet  deeja,  not  a  little  loose 
earth  sprinkled  over  them,  as  I  notice  is  the  practice 
now  in  many  instances  where  attempts  have  been 
made  to  bury  animals.  This  imperfect  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  dead  animals  is  worse  than  useless,  as  it 
only  prolongs  the  generation  of  noxious  gases,  which 
would  be  more  .speedily  dissipated  if  the  bodies 
remained  exposed  in  the  open  air. 

With  regard  to  the  latrines  in  camp,  if  the  trenches 
were  dug  sufhciently  deep,  and  a  portion  of  earth 
thrown  over  the  soil  every  morning  by  the  pioneers 
of  the  regiment,  quicklime  would  scarcely  lie  needed; 
but  <as  it  is  managed  at  present  the  men  have  no 
accommodation  to  sit  on, — in  many  cases  are  not  dug, 
or  not  dug  deep  enough,  and  the  men  obey  the  calls 
of  nature  in  every  direction.  As  the  latrines  are 
constructed  now,  it  would  require  half  a  bushel  of 
lime  for  each  daily  to  correct  the  nuisance  which 
they  will  become  in  warm  and  open  weather. 

It  is  necessary  to  remove  not  only  these  tAvo  sources 
of  evil,  but  all  the  offal,  dirty  clothes,  blankets,  and 
rags  that  are  now  allowed  to  lie  about  and  rot  in  the 
different  camps  should  be  removed  daily,  and  eitlier 
burnt  or  buried. 

While  on  the  subject  of  health,  it  is  right  I  should 
bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  the  highly  objectional  site  that  has  been 
selected  for  erecting  the  barrack  huts  on  at  the 
entrance  to  Balaklava. 

They  are  jilaced  between  a  newly  filled  and  imper- 
fectly covered  graveyard  and  a  perpendicular  rock, 
and  when  hot  weather  comes  on  the  very  worst 
consequences  may  naturally  be  expected. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Gen.  Airey,         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&C.  85C. 


No.  482. 

To  the  Quartermaster  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiE,  6th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  return  of  repairs 
required  to  be  ir.ade  at  the  general  hospital,  Balak- 
lava ;  and  as  they  are  all  of  importance  and  urgently 


demanded,  I  request  that  instructions  may  be  given 
for  their  speedy  completion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
.  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General^ 
&c.  &c. 


Hut  wards  front  of  building. — Raised  pathways 
required. 

The  necessary  means  of  drainage  required  to  pre- 
vent the  influx  of  rain  water. 

The  washhouse.  —  A  covered  drain  required  to 
carry  off  the  water  from  the  Avash-tubs  uoav  floAving 
with  offensive  effluvia  past  the  principal  entrance 
road  to  the  liospital.  A  covered  shed  Avith  fixed 
stands  for  tubs  required  to  be  constructed  in  front  of 
the  Avashhouse,  supported  by  end  of  hospital.  Posts 
required  to  be  erected  for  the  clothes  lines  in  appro- 
priate positions  for  drying. 

Purveyor's  store  near  guard  room. — A  secure  lock 
and  hasps  to  be  affixed  to  the  door,  the  former  one 
liaving  been  forced  Avith  fraudulent  intent. 

Purveyor's  store. — Repair  stone  pipe. 

Surgery. — Repair  shelves. 


No.  483. 
To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Ste,  9th  Febi-uary  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  Dr.  Pine,  staff'  surgeon  in  charge 
of  the  2nd  Division,  and  if  the  move  he  alludes  to  be 
in  contemplation,  I  quite  agree  Avith  him  that  it  Avould 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  Avooden  huts  erected 
for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  and  boards  to  place  in 
the  tents  for  the  men  to  sleep  on  before  the  move 
takes  place.  By  marking  out  the  site  of  the  ncAV 
encampment,  and  sending  fatigue  parties  from  each 
regiment,  much  might  be  accomplished  in  a  short 
time  for  the  comfort  of  the  Avhole  division,  and, 
perhaps,  much  additional  sickness  prevented. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  General  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  484. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  11th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication  I 
have  received  from  Dr.  Hume,  staff  surgeon  1st  class, 
superintending  3d  Division,  pointing  out  the  condition 
of  the  tents  of  the  28th  Regiment,  which  are  so  much 
out  of  repair  as  to  afford  imperfect  jirotection  to  the 
men  from  the  inclemency  of  the  Aveather,  and  that 
the  number  of  sick  in  the  division  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing. 

He  also  reports  that  no  boards  have  been  procured 
for  the  men  to  sleep  on  either  in  the  38th,  88th,  or 
F  battery  of  artillery,  and  that  this  is  the  fourth  day 
the  men  have  been  on  salt  rations,  sick  and  Avell. 

The  sick  report  yesterday  contained  1,465  men,  and 
the  list  is  so  rapidly  increasing,  that  he  considers,  and 
so  do  I,  the  sanitary  state  of  the  division  is  deserving 
of  immediate  and  serious  consideration. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  General  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  485. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Hall  to  Major  General 
Airey,  dated  Wth  February  1855,  regarding  the 
"  Brandon  "  Hospital  Ship. 

"  As  the  '  Brandon  '  is  supposed  to  be  set  apart 
for  the  conveyance  of  sick  and  wounded  from  the 
Crimea  to  Scutari,  and  ought  at  all  times  to  he  ready 
to  receive  sick  on  lier  arrival  at  Balakhiva,  it  is  mani- 
fest that  crowding  her  with  mules,  Turkisli  labourers, 
or  mere  convalescents  is  not  the  best  way  of  securing 
that  desirable  end,  as  the  ship  then  requires  to  be 
cleaned  and  fumigated  when  she  comes  into  port  in 
place  of  being  ready  to  receive  sick." 

"  The  question  of  fresh  meat  has  been  arranged 
 and  I  see  no  difficulty  in  a  similar  arrange- 
ment being  carried  out  regarding  fresh  bread  Avhen 
the  sick  remain  on  board  after  the  arrival  of  the  ship 
at  Scutari." 


No.  487. 

To  the  Quartermaster  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  12th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  note  from 
2nd  Class  Staff  Surgeon  Hanbury,  in  charge  of  the 
general  hospital  at  Balaklava,  mentioning  a  sugges- 
tion of  Major  Hall's  about  building  a  small  room,  open- 
ing from  the  nurses'  apartments,  for  cooliing  extra 
articles  of  diet  in,  the  wooden  hut  which  has  been 
erected  not  answering  Avell  for  the  purpose.  I  think 
the  place  a  good  one,  and  if  you  coincide  in  opinion 
with  me,  perhaps  you  will  be  good  enougii  to  obtain 
authority  for  the  work  to  be  completed  without  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  486. 

To  Mr.  Hanburij. 

Before  Seijastopol, 
SiK,  10th  Fel)rnary  1855. 

I  HAVK  the  honour  lo  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  stating  that  you  feel  com- 
pelied,  \iy  a  grave  sense  of  public  duty,  to  record  your 
opinion  that  the  artificial  (lief  Avhich  has  been  in  use 
in  this  army  is  utterly  inadequate,  and  suggesting  that 
it  should  be  pointed  out  to  the  Connnander-in-Chief 
that  a  diet  more  in  accordance  with  the  resources  of 
the  age  and  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  our  position 
be  adopted,  in  which  lime  juice,  preserved  potatoes 
and  other  vegetables,  preserved  milk,  bread,  fresh  and 
})reserved  moat,  might  find  a  place,  and  in  reply  liave 
to  observe,  that  the  correctness  of  your  view  cannot 
be  doubted  ;  and  if  you  refer  to  the  General  Orders 
of  this  army  you  will  o{)serve  that  measures  liave 
l)een  taken  to  improve  the  diet  of  the  men,  that  lime 
juice,  which  had  ))revionsly  been  liberally  supplied  for 
medical  purposes,  is  there  directed  to  be  issued  as  an 
integral  portion  of  the  soldier's  ration  ;  that  pre- 
served potatoes  have  been  issued  generally  from  the 
Connnissariat  stores  to  the  troops ;  that  Government 
are  sending  out  preserved  vegetables  periodically,  and 
the  Conmiissary  General  has  orders  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  purchase  all  the  onions,  potatoes, 
and  other  vegetables  that  come  into  the  market ;  and 
that  large  quantities  of  onions  and  potatoes  have  been 
issued  to  the  troops  lately ;  and  fresh  meat,  wliich  has 
been  scantily  supplied  for  some  time  past,  will  be  more 
abundantly  supplied  in  future. 

1  shall,  however,  V)e  happy  to  submit  any  other 
suggestions  you  may  favour  me  with  ;  and  I  will  take 
an  op]i()rtunity  of  submitting  your  present  letter  for 
his  loi'(lshi])'s  consideration. 

In  sonu'  of  the  Scotch  regiments,  I  may  add, 
oatmeal  has  been  issued. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  winter  it  AVas  little  better 
than  a  struggle  for  existence.  The  men  were  indif- 
ferently fed,  hardly  worked,  badly  clad,  and  insuffi- 
ciently sheltered.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  disease 
prevailed,  and  such  would  have  been  the  case  what- 
ever (puintity  of  lime  juice  had  been  provided. 

Indeed,  numy  medical  officers  who  were  induced  to 
iry  it  in  diarrhoea,  on  your  favourable  report,  state 
that,  so  far  from  doing  any  good,  it  aggravated  the 
complaint,  and  brought  on  dysentery.  So  that  you 
see,  though  you  have  much  faith  in  it,  others  have 
not;  and  the  views  of  medical  men  differ  as  much  in 
this  as  on  many  other  points. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Viw  Ilaubury,  Inspector  Gen,  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  488.  . 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiK,  ,  13th  February  1855. 

'  r  ilAVK  the  honour  to  submit  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Hume,  principal  medical  officer  of  the 
3d  Division,  j^ointing  out  the  unserviceable  condition 
of  the  tents  of  the  28th  Regiment,  and  beg  to  draw 
your  attention  to  his  observation  about  taking  the 
most  serviceable  portion  of  the  tents  from  the  healthy 
men  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick.  »Such  an  ar- 
rangement, as  he  very  pro])erly  observes,  could  have 
no  other  result  but  that  of  rendering  the  men  now 
effective  non-effective.  Huts  should  at  once  be  got 
up  for  the  sick,  and  if  no  tents  are  in  store  at  Bala- 
klava, great  facilities  exist,  by  the  constant  running  of 
steamers,  to  get  them  up  from  Constantinople. 

Proper  shelter  for  the  men  is  a  thing  of  so  much 
im])ortance,  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  it  on  the 
notice  of  the  Field  Marshal  Commanding  in  Chief. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Major  General  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  489. 

To  Commissary  General  Filder. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiK,  13th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  prin- 
cipal medical  officer  of  tlie  3d  Division,  Dr.  Hume, 
has  reported  to  me  that  this  is  the  fifth  day  the  whole 
of  the  sick  of  the  3rd  Division  have  been  on  salt 
rations. 

With  the  tendency  there  is  to  scorbutic  dysentery, 
this  is  very  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  the  sick,  and 
it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  take  steps  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  this  if  possilde. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 

Insi)ector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Commissary  General  Filder,  C.B. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  490. 

To  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
My  Lord,  13th  Februaiy  1855. 

DnsT  is  a  question  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  an  army,  that  I  think  it  advisable,  and  be^ 
to  recommend  to  your  favourable  consideration,  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  present  mode  of  rationing  the  troops  in  the  Crimea, 
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and  see  if  any  and  wliat  changes  can  be  effected  by 
way  of  improving  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
riekl  Marshal  Lord  Eaglan,  G.C.B., 
&c.  &c. 


No.  491. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Hall  to  Major  Hall, 
with  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Ilanbury  concerning  the 
Hospital  at  Balaklava. 

,  "  The  hospital  is  from  necessity  over-crowded,  and 
free  ventilation  is  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the 
Avelfare  of  the  sick.  If  it  is  not  carried  out  fever 
Avill  spread  and  become  very  destructive.  I  trust, 
therefore,  you  will  be  able  to  send  a  couple  of  men  to 
do  what  is  required." 


No.  492. 

To  all  Superintending  3fedical  Officers  of 
Divisions. 
(Medical  Department  Order.) 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
17th  February  1855. 
The  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals  is  soriy  to 
find  from  recent  inquiries  that  itch,  scurvy,  ulcers, 
and  personal  filth  prevail  amongst  the  men  of  the 
different  regiments  for  want  of  due  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  regimental  medical  officers  in  making 
the  periodical  inspections  of  the  men  in  their  tents 
required  by  the  regulations  of  the  service.  He  there- 
fore requests  superintending  medical  officers  will  see 
that  this  duty  is  performed  Aveekly;  and  so  important 
does  he  consider  personal  cleanliness  on  the  part  of 
the  men,  as  a  preventive  of  disease,  that  he  directs  a 
certificate  may  be  added  on  the  back  of  the  Aveekly 
state  that  this  duty  has  been  performed. 

Government  has  provided  soap,  and  there  is  no 
excuse  for  tlie  men  going  about  from  one  Aveek's  end 
to  another  without  either  washing  their  persons  or 
changing  their  flannels  and  shirts. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
To  all  Superintendi]ig  Medical 
Officers  of  Divisions. 


Both  these  representations  are  so  reasonable,  and 
the  accommodation  so  urgently  demanded,  that  I 
trust  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  give  directions 
that  the  work  may  be  completed  at  once. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Insi)ector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  495. 

22d  February  1855. 
Dr.  Hall  to  Quartermaster  General,  forwarding 
two  letters  from   Mr.  Fitzgerald,   purveyor,  about 
repairs  urgently  required  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Balaklava. 


No.  496. 

To  Dr.  Hume. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp  before 
SiK,  Sebastopol,  2Ist  February  1855. 

I  HOPE  you  insist  on  the  walls  of  the  hospital  mar- 
quees being  loAvered  whenever  the  Aveather  Avill  admit 
of  it,  and  that  you  urge  on  the  attention  of  medical  offi- 
cers the  necessity  of  moving  and  '.loaning  under  every 
patient  every  second  day,  to  prevent  accumulation  of 
filth  of  everjr  kind  Avhich  is  so  apt  to  collect  if  this  be 
not  attended  to. 

It  Avould  be  a  good  thing  for  you  to  recommend  to 
the  divisional  authorities  the  men's  tents  to  be  struck 
occasionally  during  moderate  Avcatlicr,  that  the  ground 
Avhere  they  stand,  and  the  interior  of  the  tents  them- 
selves, may  be  purified  by  free  exposure  to  the  air. 

As  loAV  fever,  you  say,  is  on  the  increase,  I  think 
it  Avould  be  Avell  to  have  all  the  filth  near  the  hospital 
establishment  and  near  the  men's  tents  collected  daily, 
and  either  burnt  or  buried.  I  think  your  graveyard, 
at  least  the  one  to  the  eastAvard  of  the  hospital  huts, 
is  too  near  to  them;  Init  I  do  not  knoAv  if  you  bury 
your  dead  there  or  not  at  presant. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Hume,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  493. 

To  all  Superintending  Medical  Officers. 
(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Before  Sebastopol, 
14th  March  1855. 
Many  of  the  hospital  huts  in  the  divisions  are 
over-crowded  Avith  sick,  particularly  where  fever  is 
the  prevalent  disease.  Dr.  Hall  requests  that  the 
number  in  each  hut  may  be  limited  to  16  or  18  with 
fever  i)atients,  and  18  or  20  Avith  other  complaints, 
and  that  these  numbers  be  never  exceeded. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
To  all  Superintending  Medical 
Officers. 


No.  497. 

To  the  Quarter-Master  General,  ILead  Quarters. 

Sir,  1st  March  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
from  the  purveyor  at  Balaklava  regarding  a  dunghill 
at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  hospital,  recently 
deposited  there,  which  I  have  directed  him  to  get 
removed  ;  and  as  the  nuisance  is  one  of  serious  im- 
portance, I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  instruc- 
tions for  its  innnediate  removal. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
The  Quartermaster  Cieneral. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  494. 

To  the  Quartermaster  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  20th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  furnish  the  annexed  letter 
from  Dr.  Anderson,  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
Balaklava,  complaining  of  the  unfinished  state  in 
which  the  new  privy  at  the  General  Hospital  has 
been  left,  and  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  having 
some  improvements  made  in  the  latrines  of  the  wooden 
huts  in  front  of  the  hospital. 


No.  498. 

To  the  Quarter- Master  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  1st  March  1855. 

HAvaNG  visited  all  the  regimental  encampments 
of  the  3d  Division  this  morning,  I  am  of  oi)inion  that 
the  lines  of  the  44th  and  50tli  Regiments  are  too  much 
crowded,  and  that  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  none 
of  the  regiments  of  the  division  is  there  eligible 
ground  for  placing  hospital  establishments. 
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I  think  by  erecting  hospital  huts  for  the  18th, 
38th,  and  50th  Regiments,  on  the  slope  of  the  hill 
between  the  present  hospitals,  and  the  lines  of  the 
89th  Regiments,  space  will  be  given,  and  the  neces- 
sity for^occupying  the  ground  in  the  neighbourliood 
of  the  ravine  to  the  eastward  of  the  hospitals 
avoided. 

I  have,  &o. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartcr-niastcr  General, 
&c.  &e. 


No.  499. 

To  the  Qnnrter-ynnster  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
giij^  7th  March  IBoo. 

'  I  HAVK  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Field  Marshal  Commanding  in  Chief,  tliat  in 
company  with  Lieut.-Col.  Gordon,  Major  M^venzie, 
Cai)tain  Keane,  and  Dr.  Anderson,  I  visited  the 
ground  on  the  western  side  of  the  entrance  into 
lialakhxva  harbour  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and 
seeing  if  it  would  be  an  eligible  site  to  erect  hospital 
luits  on. 

The  situation  is  dry  and  open,  and  there  is  a  well 
of  water  at  hand  whicli  would  supj)ly  water  at  pre- 
sent, but  whether  it  would  be  sufficient  during  the 
dry  weather  is  questionable.  The  other  objections 
are  distance  from  supplies,  inconvenience  of  boat 
conveyance,  and  fear  of  difficulty  in  landing  when 
the  wind  is  southerly,  and  the  swell  sets  in  from 
the  sea. 

We  afterwards  visited  the  hill  near  the  castle,  and 
found,  by  lengthening  the  foundations  already  dug,  we 
could  erect  six  of  the  hospital  huts  on  the  western  or 
castle  end  of  the  plateau,  and  nine  in  a  vineyard  to 
the  eastward,  in  all  fifteen;  perhaps  eighteen,  might 
be  got  in,  and  one  house  for  officers.  This,  witli  the 
huts  at  |)resent  erected,  would  give  accommodation 
for  ten  officers  and  650  ])atients;  and  it  was  our 
opinion  that  it  would  be  most  advantageous  to  ])lace 
the  huts  tlierc,  as  the  site  is  good,  the  supply  of  water 
a!)undant,  and  it  would  economise  our  resources. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Tiie  Quarter-master  General, 
he.  &c. 

Mem. — Since  tlie  gutta  percha  tubing  was  applied 
ibr,  an  arched  reservoir  fed  by  piping  leading  from 
a  spring  has  been  discovered  in  the  ravine  near  the 
old  castle,  which  renders  the  tubing  unnecessary. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall. 

The  Ciuartermaster  General, 
hi-.  &c. 


No.  500. 

To  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.  C.B. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
My  Loud,  8th  March,  1855. 

I  TAKK  leave  to  recommend,  and  request  your 
Lordship's  sanction  for  the  assembly  of  a  board  of 
licalth,  composed  as  below,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  army,  and  that  their 
attention  be  directed  to  the  following  points,  viz.  : — 
Diet  and  water  ; 

Accommodation  for  sick  and  well  ; 
Clothing  ; 
Duty  ;  and 
Locality  ; 

and  that  the  board  be  instructed  to  report  on  the 


l)est  means  of  remedying,  removing,  or  abating 
whatever  may  appear  to  be  prejudicial  to  health, — 

Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

Dr.  Linton,  do.  do. 

Dr.  Alexander,     do.  do. 

Dr.  Macdonell,      do,  do. 

Dr.  Hume,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Dr.  Wood,        do.        do.  do. 

Dr.  JMouat,       do.        do.     do.,  to  act  as  Sec. 

Dr.  Anderson,  do.  do.  do.,  for  Balaklava 
only,  as  it  would  Ijc  inconvenient  and  prejudicial  to 
the  service  for  him  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Board  at  the  different  divisions  in  camp,  but  his 
opinion  will  be  taken  on  all  general  points  when  the 
board  assembles  at  Balaklava. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B., 
&c.  &c. 


No.  501. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiK,  14th  March,  1855. 

Ix  anticipation  of  any  plan  of  ventilation  that 
may  be  recommended  by  the  board  now  sitting,  I  beg 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Field  Marshal  Command- 
ing in  Chief  to  the  necessity  of  some  immediate 
measures  being  taken  to  remedy  that  defect  in  the 
hospital  huts,  and  I  would  suggest  that  a  small  party 
of  sappers  be  sent  at  once  to  bore  holes  through  the 
sides  of  the  huts  just  under  the  eaves,  with  either 
augurs  or  centre  Ijits,  and  through  the  bottoms  of  the 
doors,  and  under  the  windows  opposite  ;  half  a  dozen 
men  could  perform  this  duty  in  a  day  or  two.  I 
think  there  ought  to  be  at  least  one  hole  in  each 
plank  along  the  sides,  and  two  rows  of  six  or  eight 
holes  through  the  bottoms  of  the  doors,  and  under  the 
windows  opposite,  one  row  aljout  four  and  the  other 
six  inches  from  the  ground — °  □  °  o  °  o 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Major  General  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  502. 

To  Major  General  Aireij. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiH,  14th  March  1855. 

I  NOTICED  last  evening  on  my  Avay  home  from 
the  2d  division  that  the  officers  of  the  Land  Trans- 
port Corps  are  pitching  their  tents  to  the  eastward 
and  not  far  distant  from  the  hospital  establishments 
of  the  4th  Division.  It  will  be  very  detrimental  to 
the  sick  to  have  such  a  number  of  animals  as  the 
Land  Transport  Corps  will  consist  of  congregated  so 
near  to  hospitals,  and  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to 
fix  on  some  other  locality  before  the  animals  are 
brought  up. 

I  liavc,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

JIajor  General  Airey, 
&c.  iicc. 


No.  503. 

To  Major  General  Airei/. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
SiK,  17th  March  1855. 

I  BEG  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  slow  progress 
they  are  making  in  erecting  the  huts  at  the  con- 
valescent hospital  at  the  old  castle,  Balaklava,  for 
want  of  carpenters  and  labourers.    Not  one  of  the 
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hospital  huts  has  been  got  up  yet,  and  the  sappers  at 
■yyork — two — will  be  some  days  in  completing  the  com- 
mon huts  which  have  already  been  erected.  It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  we  should  have  a  certain 
portion  of  spare  accommodation  ready  at  present  to 
meet  any  emergency  that  may  arise,  and  I  beg  most 
earnestly  to  call  your  attention  to  this  subject. 

Are  the  huts  that  were  occupied  by  the  39th  dis- 
posable at  present? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Greneral  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  504. 


19th  March  1855. 
Report  with  weekly  state  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  pointing  out  that  the  health  of  the  men  of 
the  79th  and  93d  Highlanders  was  atfected  by  the 
locality  of  their  camps,  but  that  strong  reasons  pre- 
vented their  removal. 


No.  505. 


To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  23d  March  1855. 

With  reference  to  accommodation  for  wounded 
men,  in  the  event  of  any  emergency  arising,  I  liave 
the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Field 
Marshal  Commanding  in  Chief,  that  in  addition  to  the 
accommodation  which  the  regimental  establishments 
of  the  divisions  in  front  will  afford,  say  from  250  to 
300,  I  propose  to  occupy  thirty  of  the  new  huts  in 
rear  of  the  3d  Division  at  present  in  possession  of  the 
14th  and  39th  Regiments,  which  would  afford  comfort- 
able accommodation  for  480;  and  as  these  huts  are 
built  on  dry,  elevated,  clear  ground,  with  water  not 
very  distant,  I  calculate  thirty  more  of  the  huts  might 
be  given  over  in  case  of  any  very  great  emergency, 
and  the  troops  put  under  canvass,  which  would  afford 
room  for  480  more. 

At  the  sanitarium  at  Balaklava,  I  calculate  on 
accommodation  for  200  wounded  in  addition  to  the 
convalescents  there  at  present,  when  the  huts  now  in 
course  of  erection  are  completed. 

From  the  crowded  state  of  the  general  hospitals  at 
Scutari,  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  occupied, 
and  the  amount  of  traffic  that  has  prevailed  in  them 
of  late,  I  am  most  unwilling  to  send  wounded  men 
there  if  I  can  possibly  avoid  it,  but  should  necessity 
compels  us  to  that  measure,  the 

Melbourn  -  -  -  130 

Brandon    -  -  -       -  110 

Sydney       -  -  -      -  100 

Australian         -  -  -  100 

Severn      -  -  -       -  180 
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steamers  are  already  fitted  as  hosjiital  ships,  and 
would  be  capable  of  transporting  Avith  ease  and  com- 
fort 620  wounded. 

The  hospital  establishments  at  Smyrna  and  Abydos, 
are  full;  and  as  typhoid  fever  is  reported  to  have  made 
its  appearance  in  the  hospital  at  Smyrna,  it  would  not 
be  desirable  to  send  wounded  men  there  during  its 
continuance. 

If  compelled  to  form  another  hospital  establishment 
out  of  the  Crimea,  I  should  suggest,  from  what  I  have 
heard,  that  Sinope  be  selected.  I  speak  from  hear- 
say, for  I  have  never  been  there  myself;  but,  perhaps, 
the  Commander-m-Chief  might  be  pleased  to  have  it 
surveyed  by  some  competent  person,  and  a  report 
made  of  its  capabilities. 


Our  accommodation  for  wounded,  taking  minimum 
numbers,  will  therefore  stand  thus: — 

Regimental  hospitals      -        -      250    to  300 
NcAv  huts  occupied  by  1 4th  and 

39th  Regiments      -  -  480 

Sanitarium  at  Balaklava         -  200 


to  960 


Additional 


On  lioard  transports 
Total 


930 
530 

1,460 
620 

2,080 


Major  General  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  506. 

To  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.  C.B. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
My  Lord,  25th  March  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  report  of 
the  sanitary  board*  ordered  to  assemble  on  the  10th 
instant,  as  well  as  a  report  on  the  advantage  of- 
giving  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa,  on  alternate  days  to  the 
troops  serving  in  the  field. 

I  liave,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B, 
&c.  &c. 


11th  March  1855. 
Proceedings  of  a  1>0iird  of  medical  officers  as- 
sembled by  order  of  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan, 
G.C.B. ,  Commanding  in  Chief,  to  inquire  into  and 
report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  army  encamped 
before  Sebastopol. 

President. 
Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

Members. 

Dr.  Linton,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

Mr.  Alexander,  „  ,, 

Dr.  Macdonell,  „         .  „ 

Dr.  Hume,  1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon. 

Mr.  Roberts,  „ 

Mr.  Mouat,  „ 

Dr.  Anderson,  „ 
The  board  having  duly  and  carefully  inspected  and 
inquired  into  the  state  of  the  camps,  hospitals,  and  in- 
terior economy  of  the  difi"erent  regiments  and  divisions 
of  the  British  army  in  the  Crimea,  beg  to  offer  the 
following  suggestions  for  adoption: — 

1st,  Diet  and  Water. — So  far  as  the  Board  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  the  rations  at  present  furnished  to 
the  troops  by  the  Commissariat  appear  ample,  more 
than  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  good  in  quality;  in- 
deed, so  far  as  the  quantity  is  concerned,  it  is  well 
known  th.at  a  great  waste  of  food  takes  place, — the 
biscuit  and  salt  meat  is  not  only  thrown  away,  but 
frequently  sold  to  our  allies  for  spirits,  which,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  any  camp  police,  cannot  be  pre- 
vented. This  may  be  attributable  to  two  causes,  a 
distaste  or  dislike  for  food  which  affords  little  variety, 
and  the  well-known  penchant  of  the  British  soldier 
for  spirits.  Although  fresh  meat  is  now  regularly 
and  daily  issued  to  all  the  hospitals,  the  supply  to  the 
troops  generally  is  rather  limited,  but  this  varies  in 
some  regiments  and  divisions. 


*  Proceedings  of  a  sanitary  board. 

t  Proceedings  of  a  board  oH  tea,  coflFee,  and  cocoa. 
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This  Report  refers  to  the  present  month,  but  the 
Board  are  aware  that  in  the  winter  the  troops  were 
for  too  long  a  period  on  salt  rations  exclusively, 
which  Avere  sometimes  eaten  half  raw,  or  quite  so, 
for  want  of  adequate  means  of  cooking.  This  con- 
tributed undoubtedly  to  the  generation  of  scurvy,  and 
deterioration  of  the  general  health  of  the  men.  To 
remedy  this,  and  afford  what  appears  to  be  the  essen- 
tial requisite,  viz.,  a  sufficient  variety  of  animal  and 
vegetable  food,  it  is  recommended,  if  practicable,  that 
bread  be  substituted  four  times  a  week  for  biscuit  ; 
that  fresh  meat  be  issued  regularly  three  times  a 
Aveek  at  least,  alternating  Avith  salt,  and  that  the  salt 
meat  be  soaked — the  pork  twelve  and  the  beef  twenty- 
four  hours  ;  that  a  proportion  of  fresh  or  preserved 
vegetables,  as  Avell  as  lime  juice,  be  given  daily  so 
long  as  scurvy  exists  ;  that  condiments,  such  as  pepper 
and  salt,  be  issued  as  part  of  the  ration,  and  that 
mustard  and  vinegar  be  purchased  by  the  messes. 
Beer  and  ])orter,  while  the  army  remains  in  its  pre- 
sent position,  might  l)e  advantageously  substituted  for 
half  tlie  ration  of  rum,  Avhich,  when  taken  on  an 
empty  stomach,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case,  must  be 
injurious.  Tea  to  be  issued  alternately  with  coffee,  as 
recommended  by  a  special  Board  on  tliat  subject  on 
the  22d  instant. 

Water. — Too  little  attenfion  appears  to  be  paid  to 
the  water,  which,  though  limited,  is  allowed  to  run 
to  waste,  and,  from  the  absence  of  tanks  or  proper 
means  of  collecting,  is  often  charged  Avith  mud,  or 
animal  and  vegetable  impurities.  It  is,  therefore, 
suggested  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  husband 
the  Avater,  and  dig  Avells  in  different  directions  before 
the  summer  season,  or  the  effects  of  a  dearth  may  be 
experienced.  Referring  to  the  Avater  supplj^  of  the 
3d  division  especially — but  the  same  principle  applies 
to  all  the  other  divisions — it  is  recommended  that  the 
tank  No.  1  nearest  the  spring  be  cleansed  and  reserved 
for  the  hot  Aveather  ;  the  next,  or  No.  2,  to  be  used 
for  domestic  purposes  ;  that  a  trough  be  constructed 
betAveen  Nos.  2  and  3  for  Avatering  houses,  and  that 
No.  3  be  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  ablution  ; 
as  these  tanks  are  all  on  different  levels,  and  fall  one 
into  the  other,  this  arrangement  can  be  easily  effected. 
At  present  there  is  great  Avaste  both  of  time  and 
water,  aiul  the  latter  is  polluted,  and  rendered  unfit 
for  use  by  Avashing  clothes,  &c.  in  the  tanks. 

2d.  The  Board  have  observed  that  the  hospital 
accommodation,  although  very  considerable,  consist- 
ing of  huts,  marquees,  and  bell  tents  for  every  regi- 
ment, Avill  scarcely  prove  adequate  to  the  comfortable 
acconnnodation  of  the  sick  in  Avarni  Aveather,  and  the 
avoidance  of  that  degree  of  croAvding  Avhich  may 
couA  crt  sinq^le  into  infectious  fevers  ;  and  therefore 
strongly  urge  that  an  unlimited  amount  of  hospital 
acconnnodation  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Medical  Department,  and  that  steps  be  taken  Avithout 
delay  to  have  all  the  huts  ventilated  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  adapt  them  to  any  vicissitudes  of  climate  or 
temperature  Ave  may  be  likely  to  experience,  and  that 
the' A'entilation  cannot  be  tampered  Avith  by  the  men 
themselves. 

The  ])lan  of  ventilation  proposed  is  as  folloAvs :  — 
Three  Avooden  tubes,  eight  inches  scjuare  and  eighteen 
inches  long,  to  be  inserted  in  the  i"oof  of  each  hut, 
twelve  inches  projecting  outside  and  six  inches  in, 
Avith  a  penthouse  covering  ;  that  holes  be  bored  at 
the  bottom  of  the  doors,  and  a  ventilation  placed  over 
tiie  fixed  Avindows.  AVitli  a  vicAvto  prevent  uuAvhole- 
some  crowding,  that  the  accommodation  of  every  hut 
lor  sick  be  limited  to  eighteen — in  fever  cases  to  even 
less — and  that  tAventy-four  be  the  maximum  of  those 
in  health. 

Clothing. — That  all  superfluous  Avarm  clothing, 
such  as  sheepskins,  Imftalo  rol^es,  fur  caps,  &c.,  be 
discontinued  the  moment  the  Aveather  Avill  admit  of 
it,  such  things  harbouring  dirt  and  Aermin,  as  Avell  as 
being  a  medium  of  propagating  infectious  diseases. 
It  Avould  be  advisable  to  have  them  all  collected  into 
store,  and  sent  to  Constantinople,  oi"  elseivhere,  to  be 


thoroughly  cleaned  and  fumigated,  so  as  to  be  again 
fit  for  re-issue  if  required. 

The  urgent  necessity  of  introducing  some  regi- 
mental arrangement  throughout  the  army  for  washing 
men's  clothes,  both  in  and  out  of  hospital,  is  so 
obvious  as  to  need  no  recommendation  from  the  Board. 
At  present,  except  in  very  fcAA'  regiments,  they  are 
left  to  themselves.  In  recommending  a  return  to  the 
ordinary  clothing,  it  is  requisite  that  steps  be  taken  to 
get  rid  of  <all  clothing  and  blankets  infested  Avith 
vermin,  that  the  men,  if  possible,  have  a  change  of 
boots  and  clothes,  and  be  compelled  to  appear  at  least 
once  a  week  in  clean  under  garments,  and  that  daily 
personal  ablution  be  enforced. 

Camps. — The  locality  of  many  of  the  camps  appears 
objectionable  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  ravines 
containing  dead  animal  remains  superficially  buried, 
and  other  impurities,  Vjut  this,  the  Board  is  aAvare, 
from  the  military  position  taken  up  for  the  siege  of 
the  fortress,  is  to  a  great  extent  unavoidable  ;  but 
they  consider  it  necessary  to  advise  that  immediate 
steps  be  taken  to  cover  all  animal  remains  with  an 
additional  quantity  of  earth  as  Avell  as  lime,  and 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  nuisances.  As  aa'c  are  in 
a  standing  camp,  in  AA'hich  impurities  must  collect,  it 
becomes  in  the  highest  degree  important  that  the 
utmost  cleanliness  should  be  preserved  in  the  camps 
and  their  vicinity — that  great  attention  be  paid  to 
the  latrines,  Avhich  ought  to  be  dug  sufficiently  deep — 
at  least  four  feet — to  admit  of  their  being  covered  in 
Avith  earth  daily;  andlfor  the  purpose  of  deodorising, 
ashes  and  refuse  charcoal,  as  well  as  lime,  should  be 
frequently  used  ;  that  the  men's  tents  be  boarded, 
and  not  over-cro\A^ded  ;  the  outer  walls  to  be  raised 
daily  when  the  weather  Avill  admit  of  it,  and  in 
marquees  the  inside  Avails  to  be  lowered  as  Avell.  The 
tents  should  be  struck  in  fine  Aveather  at  least  once  a 
Aveek,  and  the  men's  blankets  and  clothes  ought  fre- 
quently to  be  put  out  to  air. 

Duties. — The  onerous  nature  of  the  duties  per- 
formed by  the  troops  in  front  have  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  Board — in  most  regiments  the  men 
passing  only  every  alternate  night  in  bed.  This  has 
been  considered  by  all  the  medical  officers  as  one  of 
the  principal  exciting  causes  of  disease,  and  has  been 
productive  of  frequent  relapses  in  all  men  recently 
recovered  from  sickness.  It  in  a  great  measure 
accounts  for  the  large  nmnber  of  sick  and  convales- 
cents in  camp,  as  Avell  as  the  fatality  of  some  diseases, 
relapse  being  productiA^e  of  incurable  organic  change. 
Tlie  Board  abstain  from  offering  any  comment  on  this 
subject,  being  aAvare  that  the  nature  and  amount  of 
the  duties  must  depend  on  the  strength  of  the  force 
and  the  service  to  be  performed,  but  think  it  necessary 
to  point  out  that  the  men  returned  from  night  Avork 
in  the  trenches  should  not,  if  possible,  be  enq)loyed 
on  fatigues,  but  be  alloAved,  if  so  inclined,  to  sleep  in 
the  daytime. 

Having  adverted  to  the  chief  predisposing  and 
exciting  causes  of  sickness  under  the  several  heads 
laid  doAA^i  for  their  consideration.  The  Board  beg  to 
call  the  special  attention  of  the  authorities  to  the 
burial  of  the  dead,  particularly  Avitli  reference  to  the 
depth  of  the  graves,  and  their  contiguity  to  camp. 
They  consider  the  depth  of  the  graves  should  be  at 
least  four  feet,  covered  Avitli  two  feet  of  earth,  and 
a  portion  of  quick  lime  throAvn  in.  That,  in  their 
opinion,  the  site  of  the  hutted  encampment  at  present 
occupied  by  the  Coldstream  Guards  is  highly  objec- 
tionalde, — 

1st,  on  account  of  the  defective  ventilation,  the 
huts  being  crowded  into  too  small  a  space,  and  the 
air  being  shut  out  by  the  rocks  in  rear. 

2ndly,  the  front  is  almost  entirely  closed  by  the 
stables  of  the  Land  Transport  Corps,  and  the  atmo- 
sphere tainted  by  the  immediate  proximity  of  a  large 
Turkish  burial  ground  in  Avhich  the  dead  are  imper- 
fectly buried,  as  Avell  as  by  the  accumulated  filth  at 
the  head  of  the  harbour.  Spotted  typhus  fever  having 
shown  itself  in  the  regiment  of  Guards,  the  Board 
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are  decidedly  of  opinion  the  huts  aUnded  to  should 
not  be  occupied  by  troops. 

The  Board  beg  further  to  call  attention  to  the 
valley  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  ;  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  71st  Highlanders,  and  Horse  Artillery 
especially,  which  must  be  rendered  unhealthy  hy  the 
large  extent  of  marshy  undrained  ground  in  their 
front,  into  which  dead  horses  have  been  thrown, 
and  allowed  to  remain  defiling  the  stream  of  water 
that  runs  through  it.  This  water  is  used  by  the 
troops  in  the  vicinity.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested 
that  a  large  deep  trench  be  dug  the  Avhole  length 
of  the  valley  from  Kadekoi  to  the  head  of  the  har- 
bour. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  called  to  the 
state  of  the  latrines  at  the  General  Hospital,  Bala- 
klava,  which  require  remedying  ;  and  as  the  state  of 
the  soil  and  absence  of  water  render  it  impossible 
to  construct  privies  for  a  large  establishment,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  small  carts  and  tubs  to 
carry  away  all  impurities  daily,  with  paid  labourers 
to  perform  this  necessary  work. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  have  observed,  in  passing 
through  the  various  camps  and  roads  leading  to 
Balaklava,  that  dead  horses  are  still  lying  about,  in 
some  instances  unburied,  in  others  scarcely  covered, 
and  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  circumstance  as 
lieing  likely  to  produce  disease.  In  order  to  stop 
irregularities,  such  as  the  sale  of  spirits  and  camp 
nuisances,  they  strongly  recommend  that  an  efficient 
camp  police  be  established,  which  should  l)e  directed 
to  exercise  a  thorough  surveillance  of  the  bazaar 
establishment  near  Kadekoi,  complaints  of  which 
have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Board. 

Signed  by  Dr.  Hall,  the  President,  and  tlie 
different  members  of  the  Board. 


Before  Sebastoix)!, 
22d  March  18.55. 
We,  the  undersigned,  being  a  committee  appointed 
by  Field  Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B.  Commanding- 
in-Chief,  to  take  into  consideration  the  advantage  of 
giving 

Tea, 

Coffee,  and 
Cocoa, 

on  alternate  days  to  the  troops  sei-ving  in  the  Crimen, 
are  of  opinion  that  tlie  change  would  be  botii  agree- 
able and  l)eneficial  to  the  men,  and  beg  to  recommend 
it  particularl}^  as  regards  tea  and  coffee  ;  aiul  cocoa, 
from  our  previous  experience,  we  have  seldom  seen 
relished  by  soldiers,  and  unless  the  prepared  kind  he 
used,  it  requires  too  much  boiling  to  be  usefully 
employed  as  an  article  of  diet  in  the  field. 

(Signed)       John  Hall,  M.D., 

Inspector-Gen.  of  Hos])itals. 
William  Linton,  M.D., 
Dep.  Inspector-Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Thomas  Alexander, 

Do.  Do. 
A.  S.  Macuonnell, 

Do.  Do. 
T.  D.  Hume,  M.D., 
Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
Francis  Roberts, 
Do.  Do. 
John  S.  Wood,  M.D., 

Do.  Do. 
J.  Mouat, 

Do.  Do. 


No.  507. 

Dr.  Hall,  in  his  Weekly  Sanitary  Report  to 
the  24th  March,  calling  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  the  prevalence  of  febrile  com- 
plaints in  some  corps,  particularly  the  79th  and  93d 
Highlanders,  and  pointing  out  that  it  was  owing  to 


the  localities  of  their  camps,  which  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  change. 


No.  508. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  27th  March  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bring  to  your  notice  a 
representation  that  has  been  made  to  me  by  Staff 
Surgeon  Roberts,  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the 
4th  Division,  viz.  : — 

"  On  the  7th  instant  a  recommendation  was  made 
"  to  the  military  authorities  of  the  division  to  exer- 
"  cise  better  ventilation  in  the  company's  tents;  but 
"  I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  never  seen  it  practised, 
"  although  I  am  in  camp  daily.  Some  better  means 
"  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation  should  be  enacted 
"  than  at  present  exist,  as  the  tents  are  unevenly 
"  tenanted  according  to  returns  I  have  procured, 
"  some  being  occupied  by  from  15,  14,  12,  to  2  or  3. 
"  The  average  throughout  the  division  would  be  nine 
"  in  each  tent,  were  they  equally  tenanted. 

The  surgeon  of  the  38th  also  remarks  :  "  I  beg 
"  particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  crowded  state 
"  of  the  tents  occupied  by  the  men  in  camp.  On  an 
"  average  there  are  no  less  than  12  or  14  in  each 
"  tent  ;  by  far  too  many,  considering  the  want  of 
"  personal  cleanliness.  The  men  generally  are 
"  extremely  dirty  in  their  persons,  and  are  likely  to 
"  continue  so  unless  some  well-regulated  coercive 
"  measures  be  adopted  to  com])el  them  to  pay  atten- 
"  tion  to  this  all-important  sanitary  measure." 

With  fever  prevalent  in  camp  and  on  the  increase, 
crowding  of  tlie  men  ought  to  be  specially  guarded 
against.  The  Avails  of  the  tents  should  be  raised 
daily,  and  the  men's  clothes  exposed  to  the  open  air 
when  the  weather  will  permit  of  it  ;  and  the  tents 
should  be  struck  once  a  week  to  purify  the  ground 
Avhere  they  stand.  If  measures  of  this  kind,  and 
personal  cleanliness,  be  not  enforced  by  authority,  the 
fevers  Avhich  now  prevail  Avill,  in  all  jDrobability, 
become  infectious,  and  spread  extensively  through  the 
cam]). 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector-Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Major  General  Airey, 
&c.  he. 


No.  509. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  29th  March  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  bring  under  your  notice 
the  very  slow  progress  that  is  Ijeing  made  in  com- 
pleting the  hosjiital  huts  at  the  old  castle,  Balaklava, 
and  how  very  important  it  is  that  they  should  be 
linished  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  the 
reception  of  sick  or  wounded  Avhen  required. 

The  only  hospital  hut  that  has  been  erected,  you 
will  observe  by  the  enclosed  letter  from  Dr.  Jephson, 
the  medical  officer  in  charge,  is  without  felting  for 
the  roof ;  and  from  personal  observation  of  the 
building  to-day,  I  quite  agree  with  him  that  in  its 
present  state,  from  the  open  condition  of  the  boarding, 
it  would  be  quite  uninhabitable  during  wet  weather. 
I  believe  there  is  felting  in  store,  though  not  be- 
longing to  these  huts,  and  I  Avould  beg  to  recommend 
that  they  be  covered  with  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Gen.  Airey,         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  510. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
gijj  4tli  April  I800. 

I  HAVE  the  liononr  to  submit,  for  tlie  favourable 
consideration  of  the  Field  Marshal  Connnanding  in 
Ciiief,  a  report,  and  rough  sketch  of  Sinope,  by 
Mr.  Cruikshank,  of  the  Commissariat  Department  ; 
and  as  the  advantages  of  this  place  are  apparently  so 
superior  to  many  others  as  a  convalescent  station, 
I  beg  to  recommend  that  one  or  more  of  the 
Sanitary  Commissioners  sent  out  by  Government  to 
the  Crimea  be  directed  to  report  on  tlie  advantage 
or  disadvantage  of  forming  liospital  establishments 
there. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Major  Gen.  Airey,         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  511. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sel)astopoI, 
Sir,  5th  April  1855. 

I  HAAn-:  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication* 
whicli  I  have  this  day  received  from  Dr.  Macdoncll, 
Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the  Cavalry  Division, 
pointing  out  a  nuisance  prejudicial  to  the  health  of 
the  2d  and  Gth  Dragoons. 

If  the  ground  admit  of  the  latrines  and  bat  horses 
of  (he  vScots  Fusilier  Guards  being  placed  more  to 
the  right  of  the  cavalry,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Macdonell, 
and  in  a  position  less  offensive  and  injurious  to  their 
healtli  (men  of  2d  and  Gth),  I  -would  recommend  its 
being  immediately  done. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Major  Gen.  Airey,         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  he. 


No.  512. 

15(h  April  1855. 

Dr.  Hall  forwarding  to  the  Quarter-Master  General 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  pointing  out  certain  re- 
pairs of  tlie  roof  of  the  park  store  at  Balaklava  Avhich 
■were  necessary. 


No.  513. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Siu,  16tli  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  suljmit  two  comnumi- 
calions,  one  from  the  surgeon  of  the  79t]i  High- 
landers, and  the  other  from  Dr.  Linton,  Deputy 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals  in  medical  charge  of 
ilie  1st  Division,  pointing  out  the  Avant  of  tents  for 
(h(!  accommodation  of  the  79th,  and  tlie  objections 
there  are  to  removing  the  79th  to  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  the  Zouaves.  I  quite  agree  Avith  those 
gentlemen  that  the  change  of  location  is  not  sufficient 
to  ensure  benefit  to  the  men,  and  it  is  highly  objcc- 
tioiialtle  to  place  thenr  on  ground  recently  occupied. 
It  would  be  better  to  move  the  79th  a  little  higher 
iqi,  near  to  Avhere  the  63d  regiment  is  encamped  at 
liresent,  as  the  ground  there  is  dry,  and  the  troops 
I'ucaniped  there  comparatively  healthy. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Gen.  Airey,         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


*  Letter  from  Dr.  Macdonell,  dated  .Oth  April  \%'>:>. 


No.  514. 

20th  April  1855. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Lord  Raglan,  returning  a  conmiuni- 
cation  from  Dr.  Thompson  (civil),  recommending 
Surdiah  in  the  valley  of  the  Orontes  as  a  sanitary 
station  for  the  army  in  the  Crimea.  Not  recommended 
on  account  of  its  distance  from  the  seat  of  Avar. 


No.  515. 

23d  April  1855. 

Dr.  Hall  in  reply  to  Dr.  Parkes'  letter  of  the 
19th,  informing  him  (Dr.  H.)  that  he  had  been  sent 
out  to  form  a  civil  hospital  on  the  shores  of  the 
Bosphorus.  Sinope  recommended  to  his  notice,  but 
a  ))reference  Avas  given  by  him  to  a  place  on  the 
Asiatic  side  of  the  Dardanelles. 


No.  516. 

To  the  Adjutant  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  24th  April  1855. 

The  surgeon  of  the  18th  Royal  Irish,  amongst 
other  things,  reports  in  his  Aveekly  state  of  sick  to 
the  21st  instant  the  case  of  a  man  of  that  corps  who 
had  been  four  nights  out  of  five  on  duty,  and  that 
other  cases  of  equal  hardship  have  occurred,  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  bring  the  subject  under  your  notice, 
as  it  is  nearly  impossible  for  the  men  to  retain  their 
health,  if  called  on  to  perform  such  excessive  duties. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
The  Adjutant  Gen.,        Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  517. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Major  General  Airey,  forAvarding  'a 
requisition  from  the  Purveyor  at  Balaklava  for 
certain  repairs  required  to  be  done  to  the  General 
Hospital  there. 


No.  518. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebnstopol, 
Siu,  25th  April,  1855. 

Ik  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  23d 
instant,  regarding  the  disposal  of  forty  hospital  huts 
just  arrived  from  England,  I  have  the  honour  to 
state,  as  I  have  done  on  a  former  occasion,  that  much 
Avill  depend  on  the  length  of  time  it  is  probable  the 
army  Avill  remain  in  its  present  position. 

If  there  is  a  possibility  of  its  remaining  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  in  front  of  Sebastopol,  it  Avill  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  erect  hospital  establishments 
on  distant  and  uncontaminated  sites,  such  as  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  monastery,  and  on  the  jilateau 
to  the  Avestward  of  the  entrance  of  Balaklava  harbour, 
both  of  Avhich  are  good,  and  Avould  be  desirable 
localities. 

The  ><ituation  of  Cossack  Bay,  to  the  AvestAvard  of 
Balaklava  Harbour,  I  have  already  pointed  out  as 
an  eligible  place  for  an  hospital  estaljlishment;  and 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  monastery  Avould  depend 
greatly  on  permission  being  obtainable  or  not  to 
take  Avater  either  from  the  fountain  Avithin  the  jjre- 
cincts  of  the  monastery  itself,  or  to  draw  it  from  the 
Avell  in  front  of  the  outbuildings. 

From  all  accounts  Sinope  Avould  make  a  most 
desirable  convalescent  .station,  and  it  has  the  addi- 
tional advantage  of  being  equally  applicable  Avhether 
the  army  remain  in  its  position  or  more  to  a  distance 
to  act  against  the  enemy. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

Major  General  Airev, 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  519. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Sir,  Before  Sebastopol,  30tli  April  1855. 

Some  cases  of  cholera  have  taken  place  in  front, 
all  admitted  from  the  trenches.  Tlie  stench  in  the 
advanced  trench  of  Green  Hill,  and  about  the  caves 
where  the  men  are  sheltered  during  the  daytime,  is 
described  as  very  great,  partly  arising  from  human 
excrement,  and  partly  from  the  decomposition  of 
bodies  buried  there.  If  j)i'acticable,  I  would  recom- 
mend the  graves  to  be  covered  with  more  earth  and 
quicklime,  and  earth  and  quicklime  to  be  covered 
over  the  surface  that  has  been  used  by  the  men  as  a 
latrine.  Perhaps  latrines  could  be  dug  in  some 
sheltered  spot,  that  would  prevent  the  present  practice 
of  men  obeying  the  calls  of  nature  in  every  direction. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Gen.  Airey,         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  520. 

To  Swpenntending  Medical  Officers  of  Divisions. 
Medical  MEiiORimDUM:. 

Before  Sebastopol,  30th  April  1855. 
As  cases  of  spasmodic  cholera  have  occurred  in 
different  quarters  during  the  last  week  or  ten  days. 
Dr.  Hall  requests  superintending  medical  officers 
will  call  the  attention  of  regimental  medical  officers 
to  the  subject  in  a  manner  not  to  create  alarm,  but 
sufficiently  explicit  to  put  them  on  their  guard.  It 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  not  to  allow  the  first  or 
diarrhoeal  stage  to  pass  over  without  treatment,  for  if 
collapse  once  set  in  the  result  is  doubtful,  Avhereas  in 
the  diarrhoeal  stage  it  is  for  the  most  part  amenable 
to  medical  treatment. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Superintending  Medical  Officers, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  521. 

To  the  Adjutant  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Sir,  Before  Sebastopol,  1st  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
from  Dr.  Anderson,  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Bala- 
klava,  pointing  out  the  filthy  condition  of  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  tents  occupied  by  the  sick  Croats. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  locality  where  the  tents  are  should  be  improved, 
and  that  a  proper  interpreter  should  be  provided,  to 
enable  the  officer  in  charge  to  perform  his  duty  with 
credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  his  patients. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

The  Adjutant  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  522. 

To  the  Quarter  Master  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Sir,  Before  Sebastopol,  1st  May  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
from  Staff  Surgeon  Dr.  Wood,  conveying  a  sugges- 
tion of  Sir  John  McNeill's,  that  the  roofs  of  all  the 
tents  in  camp  should  be  covered  with  white  calico. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall,. 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quarter-Master  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  523. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Sir,  Before  Sebastopol,  2d  May  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication* 
from  the  Purveyor  at  Balaklava,  stating  the  difficult}- 
that  exists  at  present  in  disposing  of  the  filth  in  the 
hospital,  and  suggesting  a  mode  of  getting  rid  of  it 
Avhich  I  think  is  a  very  good  one,  and  I  beg  to  recom- 
mend that  it  be  adopted, — the  expense  will  be  trifling, 
and  the  removal  of  this  daily-increasing  nuisance 
complete  and  effectual. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  General  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals 
&c.  &c. 


No.  524. 
'  To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  2d  May  1855. 

In  returning  the  inclosed  communication  of  the 
28th  April,  I  take  leave  to  observe  that  the  water- 
proof blankets  therein  alluded  to  are  of  too  fine  a 
textiu'e  for  the  bottom  of  tents,  and  if  so  used  they 
would  be  destroyed  in  a  week. 

They  answer  admirably,  the  finer  kind  in  par- 
ticular, for  covering  mattresses  in  hospitals,  and  pre- 
venting them  from  getting  soiled  and  stained,  and 
are  now  extensively  used  for  that  purpose,  or  they 
would  answer  equally  well  to  spread  under  the  men's 
blankets  on  service  in  the  field,  and  protect  them  from 
damp. 

In  August  last,  when  writing  to  Dr.  Smith  in 
answer  to  a  communication  of  his  about  matting  for 
tents,  I  find  the  following  passage,  which,  perhaps, 
you  will  excuse  me  for  quoting  : — 

"  What  I  would  recommend,  if  anything  of  the 
"  kind  is  adopted,  would  be,  a  piece  of  India  rubber 
"  sheeting,  about  six  feet  by  two,  to  spread  under 
"  the  man's  blanket,  Avhich  would  effectually  protect 
"  him  from  moisture.  It  would  not  add  much  to 
"  the  weight  of  the  baggage  of  an  army,  and  by  a 
"  very  little  ingenuity  the  sheets  of  a  squad  might 
"  part  of  them  be  easily  converted  into  temporary 
"  tents  to  protect  the  same  from  rain." 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

Major  General  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  525. 

,  To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  10th  May  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  report  from 
Senior  Surgeon  Iladley,"]"  in  charge  of  the  Castle 
Hospital,  Balaklava,  pointing  out  the  wretched  con- 
dition of  the  huts  since  the  rain  commenced  for  want 
of  felt  roofing,  and  to  request  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  give  instructions  that  this  most  serious 
defect  be  remedied  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  General  of  Hospital. 

Major  General  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


*  Letter  from  Mr.  Pitzgerald,  dated  1st  May  1855. 
t  Letter  from  Staff  Surgeon  Hadley,  10th  May  1855,  on  the 
leaky  condition  of  the  roofs  of  the  hospital  huts,  Balaklava. 
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No.  526. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
giR^  12th  May  1855. 

I  BEG  to  draw  attention  to  the  graves  of  dead 
animals  in  camp,  many  of  which,  from  the  decay  of 
the  bodies,  and  falling  in  of  the  earth  since  the  heavy 
rain  j^et  in,  will  become  very  offensive  and  injurious 
to  health  on  the  return  of  hot  weather. 

Cholera  has  manifested  itself  in  the  second  divi- 
sion, and  in  some  of  the  newly-arrived  regiments,  the 
48th,  Buffs,  71st,  and  2d  Battalion  of  Royals,  for 
instance;  and  I  Avould  recommend  that  the  coarse 
water-proof  Idankets  which  have  been  sent  out,  be 
issued  to  them  to  sleep  on. 

The  graves  of  dead  animals,  and  the  cemeteries  of 
the  different  divisions,  should  be  covered  at  once  with 
a  stratum  of  earth,  lime,  or  charcoal,  and  in  future 
when  bodies  are  buried  it  would  be  advisable  to  cover 
them  with  either  lime  or  charcoal. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

Major  General  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  527. 
To  Lieut.- Colonel  Steele. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  13th  May  1855. 

In  returning  the  enclosed  communication  from 
Sir  Robt.  Gardiner,  on  the  subject  of  sending  conva- 
lescents from  the  Crimea  to  Gibraltar,  I  have  the 
honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Field 
Marshal  Commanding  in  Chief,  that  from  my  expe- 
rience of  Giltraltar,  derived  from  a  residence  of  four 
yeai's  on  tlie  rock,  I  should  not  consider  it  a  desirable 
station  to  send  convalescents  to  during  the  summer 
months. 

Invalids  do  not  readily  gain  strength  there  after 
serious  disease,  and  I  think  if  invalids  get  as  far  as 
Gibraltar  it  would  be  better  to  send  them  on  to 
England  at  once,  Avhere  their  native  air  would  restore 
them  to  health  and  efficiency  in  one  half  the  time. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Steele, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  528. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
13th  May  1855. 
Lkttek  from  Dr.  Hall  to  the  Quartermaster 
General  about  the  defective  condition  of  the  roofs  of 
the  iH)si)ital  huts  at  Balaklava,  informing  him  that 
much  of  the  bedding  liad  been  wet,  and  acquainting 
him  of  the  measures  that  had  been  taken  to  preserve 
it  by  spreading  waterproof  blankets  over  it. 


No.  529. 

Extract  of  Dr.  Hall's  Sanitari/  Report  to  the  Com- 
?iiander-in- Chief,  dated  I4th  3Iay,  icith  the 
Weehhj  State  of  Sich,  to  \2th  May  1855. 

'•  TiiK  weather  which,  for  some  days  ])revious  to 
(lie  10th  had  been  extremely  warm,  was  followed  on 
that  day  by  heavy  rain,  which  continued,  alternating 
with  periods  of  dense  fog,  during  the  whole  of  the 
11th  and  12th,  but  it  has  now  cleared  up  again,  and 
the  temperature  has  been  considerably  reduced. 

"  The  Buffs  and  71st,  which  had  only  just  marched 
up  to  their  new  encamping  ground  before  the  rain  set 
in,  were  ill  prepared  for  such  an  occurrence,  and  their 
tents,  which  had  not  been  properly  trenched  round, 
were  sjieedily  flooded. 


The  48th  Regiment  in  the  4th  division,  and  the 
2d  battalion  of  the  Royals  in  the  2d  division,  both 
newly-arrived  regiments,  had  been  a  few  days  longer 
in  camp  and  Avere  somewhat  better  prepared  ;  but 
the  sites  of  their  camps  are  not  good,  nor  are  those  of 
the  Buffs  or  7 1st  either.  The  48th  are  on  a  level 
piece  of  ground,  where  the  63d  hospital  establish- 
ments were.  In  the  winter  the  soil  is  tenacious,  and 
the  water  lodges  in  pools,  and  remains  until  evaporated 
by  the  sun's  rays. 

"  The  Buffs  and  2d  Ijattalion  of  the  Royals  are  on 
low  ground  between  the  2d  and  4th  divisions,  Avith 
the  same  disadvantages  as  the  48th.  The  71st 
occupy  rather  better  ground,  as  their  tents  are  pitched 
just  Avhere  the  ground  begins  to  rise  to  form  the  hill 
on  Avhich  the  huts  of  the  14th  and  39th  have  been 
built  ;  but  I  think  all  these  regiments  might  be  re- 
moved, with  great  advantage  to  their  health,  to  the 
higher  and  drier  ground  above,  and  I  hope,  from  the 
short  distance,  Avithout  any  very  material  detriment 
to  their  military  position." 

This  advice  was  immediately  acted  on,  and  the 
camps  of  the  Buffs,  48th,  and  51st  Avere  removed  in 
the  course  of  that  and  the  following  day,  but  military 
reasons  prevented  the  camp  of  the  Royals  from  being 
changed. 

In  another  paragraph  of  the  same  report,  his  lord- 
ship was  informed  that  evei-y  precaution  Avas  taken  to 
remove  nuisances  from  the  camps  and  their  neighbour- 
hood, and  to  improve  their  sanitary  condition,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  locality. 


No.  530. 

To  the  Quarter  Master  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  18th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
from  Dr.  Wishart,  2d  class  staff'  surgeon,  in  medical 
charge  of  the  "  Brandon "  steamer,  recommending 
improvements  and  alterations  on  board  that  vessel, 
Avhich  I  think  judicious,  well  calculated  to  improve 
the  health  and  comfort  of  the  sick,  and  Avorthy  of 
attention. 

The  improA  cd  space  and  ventilation  is  of  great  im- 
portance, as  is  an  awning  spread  fore  and  aft  in  hot 
Aveather.  A  few  common  benches  Avhich  could  be 
made  at  little  cost  would  contribute  in  no  small 
degree  to  the  men's  comfort.  A  small  screen  round 
the  close  stool  pans  may  be  useful  for  privacy,  but  if 
the  orderlies  are  attentive,  and  deodorants  be  properly 
used,  both  in  the  pans  themselves,  and  sprinkled  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  them,  this  nuisance  ought 
not  to  exist. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quarter  Master  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  531. 

To  the  Adjutant  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Head  Quarters  before 
Sir,  Sebastopol,  18th  May  1855. 

I  HAA'E  the  honour  to  enclose  an  application  from 
Staff  Surgeon  Hadley,  in  charge  of  the  Castle 
Hospital  at  Balaklava,  for  a  small  party  of  Croats  to 
keep  the  precincts  of  the  establishment  in  order; 
And  as  the  buildings  are  scattered  over  a  considerable 
space  of  ground,  the  regulated  number  of  soldier 
orderlies  Avould  never  be  able  to  keep  the  place  in 
proper  order,  in  addition  to  their  other  duties.  I 
take  leave  to  second  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Adjutant  General,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  he. 
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No.  532. 
To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  27tli  May  1855. 

In  returning  the  enclosed  correspondence,*  I 
have  the  honour  to  observe,  that  in  my  opinion,  the 
temperature  of  the  huts  depends  more  on  the  state  of 
ventilation  than  on  the  colour  of  the  roof,  and  I  would 
strongly  recommend  the  plan  of  roof  ventilation, 
mentioned  by  the  Boardf,  to  be  adopted  at  once,  but 
means  must  be  taken  at  the  same  time  to  admit  cur- 
rents of  fresh  air  near  the  ground,  so  as  to  ensure  at 
all  times  a  free  circulation  of  pure  air  within  the 
huts,  and  this,  I  think,  may  be  accomplished  by  bor- 
ing rows  of  auger  holes  through  the  bottoms  of  the 
doors,  and  at  the  opposite  ends  of  the  huts. 

Without  projecting  eaves,  removing  a  board  entirely 
from  the  sides  of  the  huts  would,  in  most  situations, 
subject  the  inmates  to  great  inconvenience  from  the 
beating  in  of  rain  in  stormy  weather.  If  this  plan  be 
adopted,  it  would  be  better  to  secure  the  ventilating 
boards  by  means  of  hinges  ;  pieces  of  leather  would 
answer  for  this  purpose,  if  iron  hinges  could  not  be 
obtained,  as  by  that  means  all  the  advantages  of  ven- 
tilation would  be  obtained  without  the  disadvantages, 
and  risk  of  exposure  to  wet  on  the  weather  sides  of 
the  huts  in  stormy  weather. 

Painting  the  roofs  as  a  preservative  is  good,  and 
covering  them  with  old  tents  would  render  them  cooler 
in  summer,  and  dry  in  winter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Gen.  Airey,         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  533. 

To  Major-General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sm,  27th  May  1855. 

In  returning  the  enclosed  two  letters  from 
Dr.  Sutherland,  President  of  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, dated  16th  May  1855,  I  have  the  honour  to 
state,  for  the  information  of  the  Field  Marshal  Com- 
manding in  Chief,  that  I  fully  concur  in  all  that  Dr. 
Sutherland  has  stated  ;  and  I  beg  to  observe,  that  on 
almost  all  points  the  doctor's  suggestions  have  been 
anticipated. 

His  recommendation  of  more  tentage  accommodation 
is  one  of  great  importance  in  epidemic  seasons  ;  and 
if  the  state  of  supply  in  store  admit  of  it,  I  would 
strongly  recommend  an  extension  to  be  granted. 

I  take  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  :|: 
which  I  thought  it  prudent  to  issue  to  Superintending 
Medical  Officers  on  the  30th  April,  and  on  the 
7th  May  more  detailed  instructions  on  sanitary 
matters,  sent  out  by  the  Director  General  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Minister  at  War,  were  circulated 
among  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major-General  Airey,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  534. 

To  Staff  Surgeon  Moore,  Light  Division. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  2d  June  1855. 

In  your  weekly  report  of  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Light  Division,  you  state  that  much  of  the 
disease  amongst  the  men  may  be  attributed  to  the 
state  of  the  trenches,  but  you  do  not  specify  what  the 
objectionable  is  to  which  you  allude,  or  on 


*  Correspondence  about  covering  the  liuts  with  calico, 
f  Proceedings  of  a  Board  assembled  to  consider  the  subject. 
\  Extract  from  Sanitary  Journal  of  January  1855.    Paper  by 
m.  J.  W.  Rogers,  C.E. 


what  you  ground  your  observation.  I  request  you 
Avill  be  good  enough  to  do  tliis,  that  I  ma.y  submit 
the  matter  for  consideration  and  remedy. 

You  also  state,  with  reference  to  the  appearance  of 
cholera  in  the  Land  Transport  Corps,  that  the  ground 
on  which  they  are  encamped  is  dirty,  and  their  tents 
not  kept  clean  inside. 

What  steps  have  you  taken  to  get  these  serious 
evils  remedied  ? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Staff  Surgeon  Moore,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
8fc.  &c. 


No.  535. 

To  the  Adjutant  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sii!,  4th  June  1855. 

Staff  Surgeon  Moore,  1st  Class,  in  medical 
charge  of  the  Light  Division,  having  reported,  in  his 
weekly  state,  the  offensive  nature  of  the  latrines  in 
the  trenches,  and  the  dirty  condition  of  the  ground 
where  the  men  of  the  Land  Transport  Corps  attached 
to  the  Light  Division  are  encamjied,  I  requested  him 
to  state  his  authority  for  the  first,  and  what  steps  he 
had  taken  to  remedy  the  second. 

Vou  will  obsei've  his  information  regarding  the 
trenches  is  from  hearsay  ;  but  where  complaints  of 
this  nature  are  so  frequently  made,  there  must  be 
some  grounds  for  them,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well 
to  send  down  charcoal  powder,  either  peat  or  com- 
mon, to  throw  into  the  pits  night  and  morning. 

The  use  of  tubs  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  answer 
better  than  the  present  system  ;  for  if  the  men  will 
not  take  the  trouble  to  throw  earth  into  the  latrines 
daily,  they  would  not  pay  more  attention  to  the  tubs, 
and,  without  being  washed,  they  Avould  soon  become 
very  offensive.  However,  tubs  can  be  easily  pro- 
vided, and  the  experiment  tried. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
The  Adjutant  General,    Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  536. 

To  William  Govett  Bomaine,  Esq.,  Deputy  Judge 
Advocate  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  14th  June  1855. 

In  returning  the  enclosed  report  from  the  Sani- 
tary Commissioners,  which  was  referred  to  me,  I 
have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  fully  concur  in  all 
the  opinions  and  recommendations  therein  contained, 
and  beg  to  observe  that  nearly  all  the  points  alluded 
to  by  the  commissioners  had  previously  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  military  medical  authorities  in  camp, 
many  of  them  had  been  acted  on,  and  all  will  in 
future  receive  that  consideration  which  their  im- 
portance deserves. 

I  have,'  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
W.  Govett  Romaine,  Esq.      Insp.  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  537. 

To  Major-General  Estcourt. 

Before  Seljastopol, 
Sir,  19th  June  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
I  have  received  from  Dr.  Fraser,  Surgeon  lOtli 
Hussars,  pointing  out  the  amount  of  duty  the  men 
have  to  perform  in  taking  care  of  spare  horses 
belonging  to  the  corps  ;  and  as  this  will  naturally 
increase  in  proportion  to  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  effective  men  at  head  quarters,  perhaps  means  might 
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be  devised  for  relieving  the  regiment  altogether  of 
these  horses  by  drafting  them  into  corps. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major-Gen.  Estcourt,      Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  538. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  19tli  June  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  observations  about  premonitory 
diarrhoea  contained  in  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have 
the  honour  to  inform  you  that  you  will  find  the 
measures  you  recommend  were  pointed  out  by  me,  in 
a  department  memorandum,  when  the  i)resent  epidemic 
first  made  its  .ijipearance.  You  cannot  be  too  vigi- 
lant on  this  point  ;  and  I  should  reconnnend  you  to 
go  amongst  the  men  once  or  twice  a  day,  and  make 
inquiries  yourself  aliout  llieir  state  of  health.  You 
must  im])rcss  on  tlie  men's  minds  the  impoi'tance  of 
checking  liiis  formidalde  disease  in  its  early  stage, 
which  is  easily  done  ;  and,  I  think,  you  will  Ije  suc- 
cessful when  tiie  men  see  that  you  take  an  interest  in 
tlieir  welfare. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  539. 


To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Steele,  Military  Secretary, 
Head  Qicartcrs. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  23d  June  1855. 

I  HAVK  the  honour  to  return  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Connnissioners  on  Sinope*  as  an  hospital 
station,  and  regret  to  find  that  a  deficiency  of  water 
renders  it  ineligible  for  that  purpose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Steele,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  540. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Steele,  3Iilitari/  Secretary, 
Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  24th  June  1855. 

I.\  returning  the  enclosed  despatch  from  Lord 
Pannnire,  No.  1(33,  dated  8th  June  1855,  with  its 
•nchisure  from  Dr.  A.  Smith,  Director  General  of 
tlie  Army  Medical  Department,  I  have  the  honour 
to  observe  that  the  amount,  and  occasional  unequal 
dislribution,  oi'  niglit  du(v  which  I  considered  it  my 
duty  lo  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Field  Marshal 
Counnanding  in  C'liief  has,  I  l)elieve,  so  far  as  cir- 
cumstances will  admit,  been  remedieil. 

Great  care  is  taken  to  preserve  cleanliness  in  the 
camps,  and  the  attention  of  medical  officers  Avas 
drawn  l)y  me,  in  a  circular  memorandum,  dated 
3()th  April,  to  the  importance  of  detecting  and  treating 
the  diarrhoeal  stage  of  cholera. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Lieut.-Colonel  Steele,     Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  541. 


To  .Lieutenant  (icneral  Simpson,  Chief  of  the  Staff] 
Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebasto])ol, 
Sir,  28th  June  1855. 

1\  returning  Lord  Panmnre's  despatch.  No.  170, 
dated  11th  June,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 

*  Report  of  Commissioners  on  Sinope,  dated  19th  June  1855. 


Dr.  Macloughlan,  Member  of  the  Legion  of  Honour, 
recommending  that  every  individual  of  this  army 
should  be  paraded  and  seen  by  a  medical  officer  three 
times  a  day  during  the  prevalence  of  cliolera,  and 
that  medical  officers  should  be  in  attendance  from 
1  to  5  a.m.,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  his  Lord- 
ship's information,  that  Dr.  Macloughlan  does  the 
medical  officers  of  this  army  an  injustice  in  supposing 
them  to  be  ignorant  of  so  well-known  and  long 
established  a  fact  as  that  of  premonitory  diarrliroa  in 
cholera  ;  and  he  is  equally  unjust  towards  them  in 
the  inference  which  he  has  drawn,  that  no  precau- 
tionary measures  were  adojjted  for  arresting  the 
progress  of  the  disease  in  its  early  stage.  On  the 
contrary,  I  beg  to  assure  his  Lordship,  that  so  far 
back  as  the  30th  April  last,  when  the  first  cases  of 
cholera  made  their  aj)pearance,  this  important  point 
was  urged  on  the  attention  of  all  officers  in  a  Circular 
Memorandum  issued  by  me,  and  precautionary 
measures  were  recommended.  I  verily  believe  every 
medical  officer  of  the  army  is  as  fully  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  checking  cholera  in  its  diarrhccal  stage 
as  Dr.  Macloughlan  himself,  and  every  practicable 
measure  is  resorted  to  ;  but  what  the  Doctor  recom- 
mends, I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  would  be 
found  totally  ina])plicable  under  the  circumstances  in 
Avhich  the  army  is  at  present  placed. 

To  order  three  additional  parades  a  day  for  men 
and  officers  already  ■worn  down  by  duty  would  be 
found  a  grievous  jjunishment.  Besides,  without  a 
long  and  individual  examination,  no  information 
could  be  obtained  beyond  what  is  acquired  by  the 
jn-esent  system  of  impressing  on  the  men's  minds  the 
importance  of  attending  to  and  reporting  the  least 
relaxation  of  their  bowels,  which  is  found  to  work 
well,  as  there  is  no  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  men 
in  reporting  their  ailments. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lieut.-Gen.  vSimpson,      Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  542. 

To  the  Adjutant  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Before  Seljastopol, 
Sir,  29th  June  1855. 

Great  inconvenience  having  been  occasioned  by 
the  state  of  the  privies  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Balaklava,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  letter  from 
the  Purveyor  to  the  Forces,  applying  for  four 
scavengers  to  carry  off  the  soil  daily,  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  good,  indeed  almost  the  onh^,  means  of 
getting  rid  of  the  daily  increasing  nuisance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  Hall, 
The  Adjutant  General,     Inspector  Gen,  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  543. 


2nd  July  1855. 
Two  letters,  one  from  Colonel  Parlby,  and  the 
other  from  Major  General  Scarlett,  relative  to  the 
position  of  the  camp  of  the  lOth  Hussars. 

"  I  visited  the  encampment  of  the  two  squadrons  of 
the  10th  Hussars  this  afternoon,  and  I  think  it  may 
be  changed  with  advantage  to  a  higher  and  drier 
piece  of  ground  that  they  propose  occuiiying  to- 
morrow. When  I  was  there  there  were  two  men  ill 
with  cholera  in  the  hospital,  both  in  a  very  dangerous 
state.  The  men  in  general,  who  were  on  parade 
when  I  was  there,  looked  healthy.  The  valley  where 
the  lOtli  and  Turkish  army  are  encamped  is  moist, 
and  I  should  say  fevers  would  soon  make  their  appear- 
ance amongst  the  men  if  they  were  to  remain  there 
any  length  of  time.  I  have  given  instructions  for 
some  quinine  wine  to  be  prepared  for  them,  and  a 
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portion  to  be  given  night  and  morning  to  every 
individual  encamped  there." 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  544. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  8th  July  1855. 

I  HAVE  tlie  honour  to  report  that  cholera  has 
broken  out  Avith  severity  in  the  l^th  Foot  at  Kadekoi; 
and  as  the  vicinity  of  the  huts  and  hospital  is  covered 
with  rank  vegetation,  I  lieg  to  recommend  that  imme- 
diate measures  be  taken  to  clear  the  whole  away. 
The  men  should  be  separated  as  much  as  the  extent 
of  their  accommodation  will  admit  of;  and  if  a 
portion  of  the  regiment  could  be  sent  to  the  heights, 
where  either  the  Guards  or  the  63d  Kegiment  were 
formerly  stationed,  I  think  it  would  be  beneficial. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Gen.  Airey,         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  545. 

To  the  Quartermaster  General,  Head  Quarters. 

'  Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  11th  July  1855. 

I  BEG  to  call  attention  to  the  number  of  car- 
cases of  animals  that  are  lying  about  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  new  hospital  at  the  monastery  of  St.  George. 
If  measures  are  not  taken  to  remove  these,  they  will 
taint  the  air,  and  produce  disease.  When  I  visited 
the  hospital  yesterday  I  found  two  dead  animals 
within  150  yards  of  the  building,  and  a  third  not  far 
distant. 

As  these  animals  drop  from  the  French  herds  that 
are  pastured  in  the  neighbourhood,  perhaps  some 
arrangement  could  be  entered  into  for  the  speedy 
removal  of  a  nuisance  so  dangerous  at  this  season  of 
the  year. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
The  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  8fc. 


No.  546. 

To  Major  General  Airey. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  18th  July  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
from  1st  Class  StaiF  Surgeon  Mount,  in  charge  of  the 
General  Hospital  in  camp,  complaining  of  the  de- 
fective drainage  of  the  huts  employed  for  the  hospital, 
and  to  request  you  will  h?ve  the  goodness  to  direct 
this  defect  to  be  remedied  as  early  as  possible.  In 
giving  over  the  huts  for  hospital  purposes,  in  place  of 
taking  a  clear  section  of  the  number  required,  officers 
have  been  allowed  to  retain  huts  interspersed  amongst 
those  apj)ropriated  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
sick,  and  to  build  kitchens  between  the  huts,  to  the 
prejudice  of  good  order  and  cleanliness,  and  to  the 
detriment  of  the  sick  and  wounded. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Gen.  Airey,         Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
'  8cc.  &c. 


No.  547. 

To  Major  General  Sir  Richard  Airey,  K.  C.B. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp  before 
Sir,  Sebastopol,  1st  March  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  loud  and 
universal  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  leaky 
condition  of  the  hospital  huts  in  camp,  and  of  the 
inconvenience  and  injury  the  sick  have  sustained 
from  that  cause;  I  request,  therefore,  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  give  instructions  to  have  this  very  serious 
defect  remedied  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

It  is  true  we  may  fairly  calculate  on  rain  not  con- 
tinuing for  any  length  of  time  at  this  period  of  the  year, 
but  we  all  know,  from  j^'^st  experience,  that  the 
season  is  fast  approaching  when  heavy  and  continuous 
rain  may  be  expected. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  General  Sir       Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Richard  Airey,  K.C.B. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  548. 

1st  August  1855. 
Estimate  of  huts   required  for   the  medical 
department,  per  detail  given  in  original  letter. 

58  hospital  huts. 
22  store  huts. 
80  officers'  huts. 
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No.  549. 

To  Major  General  Sir  Richard  Airey,  K.C.B. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  3d  August  1855. 

With  reference  to  my  memorandum  of  the  1st 
instant,  of  the  number  of  hospital  huts  required  for 
the  army  during  the  ensuing  winter,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  tim])er  and  boarding  Avill 
be  required  to  make  kitchens  and  latrines  for  the  use 
of  the  hospitals  and  sick;  and  as  I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  process  of  calculating  and  estimating  for 
building  purposes,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  for 
an  engineer  officer  or  clerk  of  the  works  to  go  round 
and  ascertain  the  probable  quantity  required. 

The  old  tents  now  in  use,  if  retained  for  the  winter, 
would  require  to  have  their  walls  doubled  or  covered 
with  blanketing  or  felt,  and  the  roofs  should  be 
thoroughly  repaired,  and  the  felting  more  carefully 
put  on  so  as  to  allow  for  its  shrinking. 

Proper  drains  and  causeways  should  be  made 
around  and  leading  to  the  hospitals  before  the  wet 
weather  sets  in. 

The  same  measures  should  he  adopted  with  the 
men's  tents,  and  every  j^recaution  taken  to  keep  the 
men  from  damjJ.  For  this  purpose  boarded  platforms 
should  be  used  for  sleeping  on,  and  better  means 
adopted  for  ventilating  the  tents  than  now  exists. 
The  mode  of  ventilation  used  in  the  French  tents 
might  be  adopted  in  the  British  service  with  great 
advantage. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  General  Sir       Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Richard  Airey,  K.C.B. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  550. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Steele,  Military  Secretary, 
Head  Quarters. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp  l)efore 
Sir,  Seljasto])ol,  14tli  August  1855. 

In  returning  Lord  Pannnire'despatch  of  the  28th 
July,  No.  52,  with  its  enclosures  from  the  Sanitary 
Commissioners,  I  beg,  in  the  first  place,  to  state  that 
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iciy  not  having  sent  a  special  reply  to  Dr.  Suther- 
land's two  letters  of  the  16th  May  last  arose  from  no 
disrespect  to  that  gentleman,  for  whom  I  have  the 
highest  esteem,  but  simply  because  I  did  not  know 
that  such  was  expected  from  me. 

Dr.  Sutherland  paid  the  visit  to  camp,  to  which  he 
alludes,  in  company  with  myself,  when  I  pointed  out 
to  him  the  ground  from  which  I  had  had  the  Buffs 
and  48th  regiment  removed,  and  in  conversation  ex- 
plained to  him  what  we  had  been  doing;  and  to  con- 
vince his  Lordship  that  precautionary  measures  had 
not  been  overlooked,  I  take  leave  to  annex  a  copy 
of  the  Medical  Memorandum  I  issued  on  the  30tli 
April,  when  cholera  first  made  its  appearance,  and  a 
copy  of  my  letter  of  the  14tli  June,  returning  the 
Commissioner's  General  Report. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  state,  for  Lord  Panmure's 
information,  that  great  attention  is  paid  to  cleanliness 
in  the  camps,  and  to  j)revent  over-crowding  in  either 
tents  or  huts;  tlie  men  too  are  fully  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  attending  to,  and  seeking  relief  for, 
any  derangement  of  their  bowels,  and  I  believe,  from 
the  numbers  that  daily  aj)p]y  for  relief,  that  little 
improvement  can  be  nuule  on  tliis  head.  Setting  men 
to  watch  privies  answers  well  enough  in  fixed  bar- 
i-acks,  but  is  not  equally  applicable  to  service  in  the 
field.  Besides  Avhich,  many  of  the  most  malignant 
and  fatal  cases  have  not  been  preceded  by  purging, 
Ijeyond,  perhaps,  one  or  two  profuse  evacuations, 
ushering  in  the  state  of  collapse. 

I  may  also  mention  that  sonae  of  the  batteries  of 
Artillery,  recently  arrived  from  England,  which  were 
encamped  on  high,  dry,  and  perfectly  fresh  ground, 
between  this  and  the  sea,  did  not  escape  cholera;  so 
that  there  nuist  lie  other  exciting  causes  beyond  mere 
locality.  Tliat  certain  conditions  of  the  atmosphere 
favour  the  diifusion  of  the  miasm  of  cholera  is  un- 
doubted, as  we  have  had  several  examples  of  it  since  the 
appearance  of  the  present  epidemic;  and  this  is  so  true 
that  the  r('-ai)])earance  of  the  disease  can  be  predicted 
immediately  the  wind  shifts  to  a  certain  quarter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lient.-Colonel  Steele,       Lispector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  8cc. 


No.  551. 

To  Lie  lit. -Colonel  Steele,  Military  Secretary, 
Head  Quarters. 

Before  Sebastopol, 
Siu,  26th  August  1855. 

In  returning  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Sani- 
tary Commissioners,  dated  24th  instant,  I  have  the 
honour  to  observe  that  I  fully  concur  in  the  opinions 
given,  and  recommendations  made,  under  heads  1,  2, 
3,  and  4,  and  1  would  strongly  recommend  additional 
tent  accomnu)dation  to  be  given,  and  at  least  three  or 
four  reginients  to  be  removed  from  the  Kadekoi 
valley,  and  encamped  for  a  season  on  the  open  plain 
in  front. 

With  regard  to  No.  5,  perhaps  more  difficulty  will 
be  found  in  carrying  its  provisions  into  effect  than 
is  generally  supposed  by  mere  casual  observers.  A 
parade,  involving  the  examination  and  questioning 
of  each  man  separately,  must  necessarily  be  a  long 
and  tedious  affair;  and  setting  men  to  watch  the 
latrines,  unless  the  sanu^  individuals  be  continued  from 
day  to  day,  and  furnished  with  nominal  rolls  to  mark 
the  men's  names  whom  they  observe  to  frequent  the 
latrines  more  than  ordinary,  would  not  be  attended 
with  much  benefit,  nor  could  the  watchmen,  without 
some  such  aid,  furnish  the  medical  officer  with 
Information  that  could  be  relied  on.  However,  as 
the  Connnissioners  attach  much  imjjortance  to  the 
measure,  I  would  recommend  the  experiment  to  be 
tried,  and  the  result  reported  for  the  information 
of  the  Connnander-in-Chief. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lieut.-Col.  Steele,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  8cc. 


No.  552. 

To  the  Quartermaster  General,  Head  Quarters. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp  before 
Sir,  Sebastopol,  25th  August  1855, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a  communication 
from  tlie  purveyor  at  Balaklava,  pointing  out  the 
offensive  condition  of  the  privy  at  the  General  Hos- 
pital, and  recommending  a  new  privy  to  be  dug,  or 
the  present  one  to  be  fitted  with  moveable  tubs  that 
can  be  emptied  daily.  The  latter  plan  is  universally 
adojjted  in  barracks  in  India,  and  is  found  to  answer 
remarkably  Avell;  I  beg,  therefore,  that  it  be  adopted 
in  preference  to  digging  a  new  privy. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
The  Quartermaster  General,   Insp.  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  553. 

Mkmorandum  on  a  communication  from  Sani- 
tary Commissioners,  relative  to  overcrowding  of  the 
tents  in  the  Cavalry  Division  returned  to  General 
Airey;  "  six  men  in  a  tent  calculated  to  hold  fifteen." 


No.  554. 

To  Lietitenant  General  Barnard,  C.B.  ' 

Head  Quarters  before 
Sir,  Sebastopol,  30th  August  1855. 

Being  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  desirable  for  men 
to  go  on  duty  in  the  morning  fasting  at  unhealthy 
seasons  of  the  year,  and  more  especially  when  anv 
disease  prevails  epidemically,  as  cholera  unfortunately 
does  at  present,  I  called  the  attention  of  medical 
officers  to  the  subject. 

By  the  enclosed  communication  from  the  acting 
surgeon  of  the  18th  regiment,  you  will  observe  that 
a  difficulty  has  arisen  about  sugar,  and  he  proposes 
to  add  one  ounce  more,  whicli  would  make  the  quan- 
tity considerable,  but  I  think  if  the  ration  of  sugar 
were  raised  from  If  oz.  to  2  oz.  it  would  be  sufficient; 
and  I  take  leave  to  recommend  the  subject  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
Lieutenant  General  Barnard,  C.B., 
&c,  &c. 


No.  555, 

To  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Richard  Airey,  K.C.B. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  3d  October  1855. 

I  BEG  to  call  attention  to  the  objectionable  site 
that  has  been  selected  for  the  camp  of  the  Royal 
Regiment. 

It  is  close  to,  and  has  even  within  its  precincts, 
numerous  large  mounds  of  imperfectly  buried  and 
half-decayed  horses  and  offid.  The  hospital  mar- 
quees are  very  unfortunately  placed;  indeed  the 
Avhole  regiment  is:  and  if  there  are  no  urgent  mili- 
tary reasons  for  retaining  it  in  its  present  situation,  I 
would  advise  its  immediate  removal,  or  we  may  look 
for  the  appearance  of  typhus  fever. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
Lient.-General  Sir  R.  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 
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Ko.  556. 

To  Ge7ieral  Sir  James  Simpson,  G.C.JL 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  15tli  October  1855. 

'  Ox  my  viblt  to  the  Castle  Hospital  at  Balaklava 
to-day,  I  found  the  engineers  at  worlv  erecting  a 
10-foot  boarded  fence  within  a  few  feet  of  the  sea 
front  of  tlie  huts. 

This  will  not  only  obstruct  the  free  circulation  of 
the  air,  but  will  favour  the  accumulation  of  all  kinds 
of  filth.  If  the  roofs  had  been  repaired  and  secured, 
the  huts  lined,  and  the  interspace  filled  with  earth  and 
proper  supports  put  to  them,  which  Mr.  Eawlinson, 
the  Civil  Engineer  of  the  Sanitary  Connnission,  was 
of  opinion  would  be  ample  security,  I  think  the  pro- 
jected fence  might  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  men's 
labour  more  profitably  employed  in  putting  the  huts 
into  a  proper  state  of  repair,  and  repairing  and  im- 
proving the  road  leading  to  the  hospital. 

In  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  I  consider  the  projected 
fence  decidedly  objectionable,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  bring  under  your  special  notice. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
General  Sir  James  Simpson,  G.C.B. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  557. 

To  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Bichard  Aireij,  K.C.B. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  21st  October  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication* 
from  Dr.  Connell,  Staft'  Surgeon,  1st  Class,  in  medical 
charge  of  the  2d  Division,  giving  cover  to  a  letterf 
from  the  Surgeon  of  the  95th  Regiment,  calling 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  hospital  huts  of  that 
corps,  and  suggesting  that  double  huts  should  be 
substituted  for  them  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of 
the  sick. 

Dr.  Connell  also  calls  attention  to  the  strange  pro- 
ceeding of  the  assistant  quartermaster  general  of  the 
division,  in  issuing  and  causing  to  be  erected  for  the 
sick  of  the  3d  Bufis,  one  of  the  small  single  boarded 
huts  in  place  of  a  regular  hospital  hut,  or  one  of  the 
double-planked  huts  now  in  course  of  erection  in 
every  direction.  With  the  number  of  proper  hospital 
huts,  either  here  or  soon  expected,  it  is  diificult  to 
discover  a  reason  Avhy  the  sick  of  theBulfs,  or  indeed 
of  any  other  regiment,  should  be  put  into  the  very 
wwst  and  most  imperfect  form  of  hut  that  exists. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Airey,  K.C.B. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  558. 

To  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Bichard  Airey,  K.C.B. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Crimea, 
Sir,  25th  October  1855. 

With  reference  to  my  letters  of  the  1st  and  3d 
August  last,  pointing  out  the  repairs  that  would  be 
necessary  to  render  the  present  hospital  huts  habitable 
during  the  Avinter,  I  have  the  honour  to  observe,  that 
no  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  out  my  I'ecom- 
mendations ;  and  as  we  may  look  for  wet  stormy 
weather  in  a  few  days  now,  I  entreat  that  the  subject 
may  have  prompt  attention  paid  to  it,  for  there  is  little 
prospect,  I  fear,  of  the  regular  hospital  huts,  which 
were  demanded  on  the  1st  August,  arriving  in  time 
to  be  made  available  before  the  winter  sets  in. 


*  Letter  from  Dr.  Connell  about  hospital  huts  of  Biiffs  and 
95th  Kegiments,  dated  21st  October  1855. 

t  Letter  IVom  Ur.  Eatson,  Surgeon  95th  Eegiraent,  dated 
2l£t  October  1855. 


Porches  to  the  huts  are  essential,  and  I  beg  t» 
reconnnend  their  erection,  in  addition  to  what  I  men- 
tioned in  my  former  letters. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Airey,  K.C.B., 
&c..  &c. 


No.  559. 

To  Lieut.  General  Sir  Bichard  Airey,  K.  C.B. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Crimea, 
Sir,  27th  October  1855. 

I  BEG  to  call  attention  to  the  defective  state  of 
the  roofs  of  the  huts  at  the  Castle  and  General 
hospitals  Balaklava,  and  entreat  that  immediate  steps 
may  be  taken  to  render  them  Aveather-tight  before 
the  rains  set  in,  which  cannot  be  long  delayed  now. 

This  I  consider  of  vital  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  the  sick,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  some  of  the 
labour  which  is  being  expended  to  damage  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  castle  huts  might  be  more  pro- 
fitably employed  in  making  these  repairs  Avhich  are 
really  necessary.  But  to  raise  a  gabion  rampart*  of 
loose  earth,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  six  feet  wide 
and  nine  feet  high,  within  tAVO  feet  of  huts  of  ten 
feet  elevation,  is  a  proceeding  I  cannot  understand. 

If  it  be  intended  as  a  measure  of  safety  the  Avork 
has  been  undertaken  too  late  in  the  season,  and  Avill 
not,  at  the  rate  it  is  progressing,  be  finished  on  this 
side  of  Christmas,  Avhen  a  similar  rampart  will  be 
required  to  protect  the  huts  from  Adolent  snoAV  storms 
Avhich  bloAv  from  the  north. 

W^liatever  security  real  or  assumed  this  rampart  may 
afibrd  the  huts,  it  Avill  not,  most  assuredly,  improve 
their  sanitary  condition. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  R.  Airey,  K.C.B. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  560. 

To  Dr.  Milroy,  Sanitary  Commissioner.' 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Crimea, 
Sir,  27th  Octol)er  1855. 

As  one  of  the  Sanitary  Commissioners  sent  out 
by  Government,  I  beg  to  draAV  your  attention  to  the 
gabion  barricade  that  is  in  course  of  erection  Avithin 
two  feet  of  the  hos2)ital  huts  at  the  Castle,  Balaklava, 
on  the  sea  front. 

The  barricade  is  erected  to  guard  against  some- 
one's dread  of  the  huts  being  bloAvn  aAvay,  and  con- 
sists of  three  rows  of  gabions  filled  Avith  earth  placed 
within  two  feet  of  the  huts  at  its  l)ase,  and  reaching 
as  high  as  their  ridge  poles,  thus  etfectually  obstruct- 
ing the  free  circulation  of  air  by  this  huge  mound  of 
earth,  Avhich,  being  loose,  Avill  of  course  retain  moisture 
after  rain. 

The  original  plan  Avas  to  haA'e  a  Avooden  fence  ten 
feet  high,  but  this  it  was  thought  Avould  not  resist 
the  force  of  the  Avind,  and  then  this  Avarlike  device 
Avas  hit  on,  certainly  not  to  the  improvement  of  the 
sanitary  state  of  tlie  huts,  Avhatever  security,  real  or 
assumed,  it  may  afibrd  to  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Inspector  Gen,  of  Hospitals. 

Dr.  Milroy, 
&c.  &c. 

NotAvithstanding  my  OAvn  protest  and  this  appeal, 
the  gabion  rampart  Avas  proceded  Avith,  and  remained 
until  the  following  spring,  Avhen  it  Avas  kicked  over 
the  precipice  into  the  sea  by  my  order.    It  Avas,  in 


*  Gabion  rampart  had  been  substituted  for  the  projected 
Avooden  fence. 
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my  opinion,  perfectly  uncalled  for,  and  there  never 
was  a  single  day  during  the  whole  winter  that  gave 
a  shadow  of  justification  for  its  erection.  Witli 
whom  the  sapient  scheme  originated  I  never  could 
discover. 


No.  561. 

To  Lieut.  General  Sir  Richard  Airey,  K.  C.B. 

Head  Quarters,  Crimea, 
giR^  1st  November  1855. 

In  returning  the  enclosed  documents,  I  beg  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  called  for  a  detailed  return 
of  the  repairs  necessary  for  each  hospital.  But  the 
readiest  and  most  effectual  way  would  1)6  for  an 
engineer  officer  of  each  division  to  visit  tlie  regi- 
mental hospitals  belonging  to  it,  along  with  the  prin- 
cipal medical  officers,  and  ascertain  Avhat  repairs  are 
required  ;  and  I  beg  to  suggest  this  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  K.  Airey,  K.C.B. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  562. 

(Memorandum.)  2d  November  1855. 

Communication  from  Dr.  Milroy,  Sanitary  Commis- 
sioner, BalakUxva,  forwarded  through  the  Quarter- 
master General  for  Dr.  Hall  to  report  upon. 

Returned  to  the  Quartermaster  General  with  the 
following  marginal  observation  : — - 

"  The  Commanding  Engineer,  with  whom  Dr.  Hall 
"  visited  the  Castle  Hospital,  considers  the  protection 
"  absolutely  necessary  lor  the  safety  of  the  huts.  This 
"  is  a  point  on  which  Dr.  Hall  can  give  no  opinion, 
"  and  it  of  necessity  outweighs  ail  other  considera- 
"  tions.  Tlie  gabions  are  to  be  placed  at  a  greater 
"  distance  from  the  huts  than  the  first  were." 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  563. 

To  Major  General  Windham. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Crimea, 
Sir,  17th  November  1855. 

I  HAVE  tlie  honour  to  enclose  a  return  of  damages 
occasioned  to  the  hospital  huts  of  the  2d  Division  hy 
the  explosion  of  the  15th  instant,  and  request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  instructions  that  they  may  be 
repaired  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have,  hi:. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Major  General  Windham, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  564. 

To  Major  General  fVindham. 

Head  Quarters,  Crimea, 
Sir,  I7th  Novemlier  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Elliot,  Senior  Surgeon,  Ordnance  Medical 
Department,  pointing  out  the  damages  and  destruc- 
tion sustained  in  the  hospital  of  the  Light  Siege  Train 
and  Royal  Sappers  and  Miners  by  the  explosion  on 
the  lotli  instant,  and  pointing  out  the  amount  of 
additiontil  hospital  accoinmodation  required. 

From  the  amount  of  damage  sustained  by  tlie  huts, 
I  think  two  large  hospital  huts  will  be  necessary  in 


addition  to  the  huts  that  can  be  constructed  out  of 
the  ruins  of  the  former  huts,  and  I  request  you  will 
be  pleased  to  give  instructions  that  these  may  be 
furnished  and  erected  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
as  the  number  of  sick  in  the  Light  Siege  Train  is  ' 
always  considerable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Major  General  Windham, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  565. 
To  Major  General  Windham. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Crimea, 
Sir,  18th  November  1855. 

In  returning  the  enclosed  statement  of  repairs 
and  additions  required  for  the  hospitals  of  the  Fourth 
Division,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  provision  be  imme- 
diately made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick,  as 
they  are  in  a  condition  to  be  more  seriously  injured 
by  discomfort  and  exposure  than  men  in  health ;  and 
I  would  recommend  that  the  hospital  huts  now  in  use 
be  put  in  thorough  repair,  and  occupied  until  the  new 
hospital  huts  arrive,  and  can  be  made  available.  It 
is  equally  necessary  that  the  stores  should  be  pro- 
tected from  the  weather,  otherwise  much  valuable 
public  property  Avill  be  either  destroyed  or  materially 
damaged. 

I  have,  8ic. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 
Major  General  Windham, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  566. 

To  Major  General  Windham,  C.B. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Crimea, 
Sir,  18th  November  1855. 

I  iLVVE  the  honour  to  enclose  an  application* 
from  the  Senior  Surgeon  of  Ordnance,  pointing  out 
the  injured  condition  of  the  hospital  marquees  of 
Travers'  Small  Arm  Brigade  and  Y  Battery  of 
Artillery  from  the  explosion  of  the  15tli  instant  ;  and 
I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  circumstance  that  A 
and  Y  Batteries  of  Artillery  and  Travers'  vSraall  Arm 
Brigade  have  no  huts  for  the  accommodation  of  their 
sick,  and  the  hospital  marquees  of  the  two  latter 
have  been  rendered  totally  unservicealile  by  the 
accident  of  the  15th. 

It  is  al)Solutely  necessary,  therefore,  that  steps 
should  be  taken  for  replacing  the  damaged  marquees 
at  once,  and  I  would  recommend  huts  to  be  erected 
"with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  think  it  would  facilitate  arrangements  of  this 
kind  if  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Artillery  Avere  to 
act  on  the  representations  of  the  vSenior  Surgeon  of 
Ordnance  in  all  matters  connected  with  the  welfare 
of  the  sick,  Avithout  Availing  for  apj)lications  to  be 
made  by  captains  of  batteries,  or  commanding  officers 
of  brigades,  avIiosc  attention,  Avithout  imputing  any 
blame  to  them,  may  be  directed  to  other  matters 
Avhich  are,  in  their  estimation,  of  greater  importance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(vSigned)        J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Major  Gen.  Windham,  C.B,, 
&c.  &c. 


*  Letters  from  Senior  Surgeon  Elliot,  18th  November  1855, 
and  Assistant  Surgeon  Peacock,  17th  November  1855. 
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No.  567. 

Enclosing  representations  to  the  Chief  of  the  Staif 
of  repairs  required  at  the  General  Hospital,  Camp 
— Mr.  Mouat's  letters,  dated  20t]i  November  and 
1st  December  1855. 


No.  568. 

To  Major  General  Windham,  C.B. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Crimea, 
SiK,  17th  December  1855. 

I  UNDERSTAND  from  the  Adjutant  General  that, 
on  account  of  deficiency  of  land  transport,  it  is  in 
contemplation  to  take  the  field  without  tents  next 
campaign;  and  as  this  is  a  subject  of  such  vital 
importance  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  I  trust  I  shall 
be  excused  for  urging  on  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
in  the  strongest  manner,  that  the  plan  be  not  adopted; 
for  whether'the  army  take  the  field  in  the  Crimea,  in 
Georgia,  Kherson,  or  the  Danubian  Provinces,  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  prove  alike  fatal  to  one  half  of 
the  force  in  a  couple  of  months. 

I  would,  therefore,  recommend,  if  the  present  tents 
cannot  be  carried,  that  a  small  tent,  similar  to  that  in 
use  in  the  French  and  Sardinian  armies,  with  a  light 
waterproof  cloth  for  the  men  to  sleep  on,  and  protect 
them  from  terrestrial  emanations,  be  provided  at 
once  for  future  use. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)         J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Major  Gen.  Windham,  C.B., 
&c.  &c. 


No.  569. 

To  Major  General  Wi/tdhani,  C.B. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Crimea, 
Sir,  27th  December,  1855. 

Having  this  day  made  an  inspection  of  the 
hospitals  of  the  1st  Division,  I  take  leave  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  Conuuander  of  the  Forces  the 
very  small  amount  of  hut  accommodation  that  has 
been  provided  for  the  sick  of  the  2d  Brigade,  and 
even  from  that  little,  one  hospital  hut,  erected  and 
formerly  occupied  as  such,  has  been  taken  and 
converted  into  a  reading  room  for  the  Brigade,  by 
order  of  the  Brigadier  commanding. 

The  9th  Regiment  has  sufficient  tent  accommoda- 
tion for  the  present  sick  list,  31. 

The  13th  Regiment  has  one  large  hospital  that  is 
capalile  of  accommodating  22  men.  There  are  72  sick, 
and  the  remainder  are  accommodated  in  marquees 
which  are  neither  boarded  nor  provided  with  stoves. 

The  31st  has  a  sick  list  of  75  men.  They  have  two 
huts  capable  of  accommodating  44  sick,  the  remainder 
are  under  canvas. 

The  56th  Regiment  has  a  sick  list  of  94.  They 
have  three  huts  and  three  marquees.  The  sick  of 
this  regiment  were  turned  out  of  the  hut  mentioned 
above  to  make  room  for  the  brigade  library.  They 
have  a  most  wi-etched  place  for  cooking  in  for  this 
number  of  sick.  A  new  kitchen  has  been  commenced, 
but  the  frost  has  put  a  stop  to  the  masonry.  It  would 
have  been  better  had  it  been  commenced  earlier  and 
completed  before  the  frost  set  in. 


On  inquiring  into  the  cause  of  frost-bite,  I  find  that 
most  of  the  men  whose  fingers  had  suffered  had  been 
employed  on  fatigues,  in  carrying  stones  on  the  roads, 
or  Avood  from  Balaklava.  And  in  one  regiment  a 
fatigue  party  proceeding  to  Balaklava  with  the  ther- 
mometer a  few  degrees  above  zero  Avere  prohibited 
from  wearing  their  fur  caps. 

Another  point  I  take  leave  to  submit  for  his  Ex- 
cellency's consideration  is,  that  when  the  cold  is 
intense,  as  it  was  on  the  19th  and  20th,  the  men  on 
sentry  should  be  relieved  at  least  every  houi-;  and 
that  fatigues  requiring  the  handling  of  stones  and 
other  substances  which  rapidly  abstract  the  heat  from 
the  hands  should  be  restricted  as  much  as  possible; 
and  that,  when  parts  unfortunately  become  frost- 
bitten, the  men  should  be  instructed  not  to  bring 
them  near  the  fire,  as  that  destroys  the  vitality  of  the 
frost-bitten  part  altogether,  but  to  invite  back  warmth 
and  circulation  by  gentle  friction  with  a  fur  glove  or 
snow. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Major  Gen.  Windham,     Inspector  Gen,  of  Hospitals. 
&.  &c. 


No.  570. 

To  Lieute?iant  Colonel  Blane  at  Head  Quarters. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Crimea, 
Sir,  16th  January  1856. 

In  returning  the  enclosed  report  of  the  Sanitary 
Commissioners,  I  notice  what  is  said  concerning  the 
ventilation  of  some  of  the  hospital  huts.  The  same 
thing  struck  me  occasionally  in  going  round  the 
hospitals,  and  whenever  I  noticed  it  I  called  the 
attention  of  the  medical  officer  in  charge  to  the  sub- 
ject; but  it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  the  soldiers  the  importance  of  an  abundant 
supply  of  fresh  air,  and  they  are  apt  the  best  devised 
means  of  ventilation  Avhen  left  within  their  control. 

The  adaptation  of  the  huts  for  winter  occupation 
has  in  some  degree  imjjaired  the  free  ventilation  tliat 
Avas  established  in  them  during  the  summer;  but 
Avitli  due  attention  sufficient  means  remain  to  guard 
against  any  injurious  effects,  as  the  tents  are  now 
never  overcrowded. 

In  the  course  of  my  inspection  I  noticed  that  some 
of  the  men's  huts  were  overcroAvded,  portions  of  them 
Avere  skreened  oft"  for  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
the  huts  themselves  were  neither  so  clean  nor  so  Avell 
arranged  as  they  might  and  ought  to  have  been;  and 
the  attention  of  commanding  officers  might  l)e  drawn 
to  this  important  subject  with  advantage. 

I  would  also  recommend  the  blankets  to  be  taken 
out  frequently,  daily  if  possible,  and  Avell  shaken  in 
the  open  air,  the  state  of  the  ground  not  admitting  of 
their  being  exposed  on  it  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
and  there  being  no  bushes  or  lines  to  hang  them  on. 

If  this  be  not  done,  the  animal  exhalations  Avjiich 
accumulate  in  crowded  and  imperfectly  ventilated 
sleeping  places  will  soon  generate  the  poison  of 
typhus  fever,  and  Ave  shall  have  that  plague  making  its 
appearance  amongst  the  men,  Avhich  they  are  hajJj^ily 
quite  free  from  at  jiresent. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Lieut.-Col.  Blane,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 
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Letters  of  Dr.  Gumming,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  Principal  Medical  Officer, 

Scutari. 


No.  571. 

Dr.  Cumming  to  Brigadier  General  Lord  William 
Paulet,  Commandant,  Scutari. 

Inspector  General  of  Hospitals'  Office, 
My  Lord,  Scutari,  6th  Fel)ruary  ISoo. 

Connected  wtli  the  sanitary  condition  and 
regularity  of  this  hos])ital,  I  think  it  most  desirable 
that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  women  and  children 
should  l)e  removed  from  it  ;  and  as  there  appears 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  accommodation  for  them 
elsewhere,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Lordship, 
that  some  of  the  tonnage  placed  at  your  disposal  sliould 
be  appropriated  for  their  conveyance  to  England. 

These  women  are  very  indifferently  lodged,  they 
are  to  my  knowledge  the  cause  of  much  irregularity, 
and  for  their  own  welfare  I  feel  myself  imperative)}^ 
called  on  to  urge  their  removal  fi'om  the  hospital  as 
soon  as  possil)le. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lord  Wm.  Paulet,         (Signed)       A.  Cummino, 
&c.       &c.  '  I.  G.H. 


No.  572. 

Dr.  Cumming  to  Brigadier  General  Lord  W.  Paulet, 
Commanding  on  the  Bosp/iori/s. 

Inspector  General  of  Hospitals'  Office, 
My  Lord,'  Scutari,  14th  February  1855. 

I  FEEL  myself  called  on  to  point  out  to  your 
Lordshi]),  as  1  have  often  done  verbally,  how  neces- 
sary it  is  that  the  depot  should  be  separated  from  this 
hospital — for  without  this  it  is  in  vain  to  look  for  im- 
provement. Its  strength  is  daily  increasing,  and  as 
all  have  ready  communication  with  the  different 
(!orridors,  every  attempt  to  prevent  this  has  been 
unsuccessful.  It  is  conse(iuently  the  cause  of  a 
great  deal  of  irregularity,  and  from  the  barrack 
having  become  a  public  thoroughfare,  and  the  patients 
able  to  purchase  at  the  canteen,  and  to  have  brought 
in  to  them  from  the  village  all  kinds  of  improper 
articles  of  diet,  their  treatment  is  not  only  interfered 
with,  but  much  injury  is  no  doubt  produced. 

Our  embarrassments  will,  I  apprehend,  be  added  to 
instead  of  lessened  as  soon  as  the  huts  are  occupied. 
Our  numbers  will  be  increased  far  beyond  what  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  accommodation  admits  of  ; 
irregularities  will  be  augmented  and  with  more  diffi- 
culty checked,  and  sliould  an  epidemic  make  its 
api)earance  amongst  us,  the  consequences  may  be 
more  serious.  Until  the  whole  of  the  building  is 
given  up  for  hospital  purposes  and  we  have  the 
power  of  controlling  its  police,  preventing  the  in- 
troduction of  forbidden  articles  of  diet,  and  all 
persons  connected  with  the  establishment  prevented 
from  freely  connnunicating  with  the  patients  as  they 
now  do,  the  medical  officers  cannot  be  held  responsible 
for  the  proper  performance  of  their  duties. 

I  lieg  leave  to  add  that  the  men  composing  the 
dejint,  and  more  especially  the  Avomen  and  children, 
are  very  insufficiently  lodged,  and  their  presence  here 
seriously  interferes  with,  or  rather  prevents,  the 
sanitary  arrangements,  every  day  becoming  more 
necessary  as  the  warm  weather  approaches.  We  are, 
I  fear,  not  merely  inviting  epidemics  but  tending  to 
create  them. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lord  W.  Paulet,  (Sianed)       A.  Cumminh, 

&c.       &c.  I.  G.H. 


No.  573. 

Dr.  Cumming  to  Brigadier  General  Lord  JF.  Paulet. 

My  Lord,  Scutari,  18th  February  1855. 

With  i-eference  to  the  Secretary  at  War's  letter 
which  you  showed  me  to-day,  I  have  the  honour  to 
subinit  to  your  Lordsliip  that  patients  receiving  pay 
when  in  hospital  is  so  contrary  to  the  iisages  of  the 
service,  so  subversive  of  hospital  discipline,  and  so 
injurious  to  the  men  themselves,  that  I  hope  your 
Lordship  will  take  upon  yourself  to  suspend  it  until 
the  opinion  of  higher  authority  is  ol)tained. 

Tills  ai-rangement,  as  it  enaldes  patients  to  obtain 
whatever  articles  of  diet  or  intoxicating  drinks  they 
may  fancy,  has  been  the  cause  of  much  irregularity 
and  great  embarrassment  to  the  medical  officers  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  imperatively 
requires  that  it  be  put  a  stop  to  Avithout  delay. 

As  the  use  of  tobacco  is  a  habit  so  inveterate  that 
it  can  hardly  be  expected  they  will  abandon  it  even 
in  liospital  (although  contraiy  to  hospital  regulations), 
notwithstanding  every  restriction,  I  would  propose 
that  a  ration  of  it  should  be  issued  to  those  Avho  wish 
for  it,  or  some  other  convenient  Avay  adopted. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lord  W.  Paulet,  (Signed)       A.  Cumming, 

&e.       &c.  I.  G.  H. 


No.  574. 

Dr.  Cumming  to  Brigadier  General  Lord  William 
Paulet. 

My  Lord,  Scutari,  22d  February  1855. 

I  BEG  leave  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  your  Lord- 
ship the  state  of  the  barrack  yard  and  its  precincts, 
more  especially  betwixt  the  new  kitchen  and  the  part 
of  the  barrack  occupied  by  the  depot.  Heaps  of 
rubbish  of  an  offensive  and  objectionable  kind  are 
there  piled  up  and  urgently  reqiiire  removal. 

It  also  appears  to  me  most  desirable  that  all  Avet 
and  miry  ground  on  both  sides  of  the  square  should 
be  filled  up,  and  all  decaying  and  decayed  matter 
daily  and  carefully  removed. 

With  so  many  sick,  and  the  strength  of  the  depot 
so  great,  the  most  unremitting  attention  Avill  be 
required  to  every  point  connected  Avith  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  establishment. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lord  W.  Paulet,  (Signed)       A.  Comming, 

&c.       &c.  '  LG.  H. 


No.  575. 

Dr.  Cumming  to  L^ord  W.  Paulet,  Commanding 
on  the  Bosphorus. 

Inspector  General  of  Hospitals'  Office, 
My  Lord,  Scutari,  9th  April  1855. 

In  consequence  of  the  number  of  sick  at  present 
in  this  hospital,  and  the  daily  apprehension  that 
more  may  arrive  from  the  Crimea,  compelling  me  to 
set  apart  Avards  for  the  reception  of  the  Avounded 
Avith  a  diminished  number  of  beds  ;  taking  into  con- 
sideration like.Avise  that  the  half  of  the  sheds  is 
appropriated  to  the  depot,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  carpenters  in  occupation,  Avhich  I  believe  was  not 
in  the  first  instance  intended  ;  and  further,  as  the 
"  Bombay"  has  been  given  up,  and  the  Turkish  hulk 
about  to  be  so,  arrangements  encroaching  very  nmch  on 
the  accommodation  and  interfering  Avith  the  sanitai-y 
condition  of  the  building,  I  wish  to  suggest  to  your 
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Lordship  whether  it  would  not  be  practicable  to 
encamp  part  of"  the  effective  men,  feeling  confident 
that  their  health  would  be  benefitted  by  it,  and  the 
long  desired  se})aration  of  the  depot  from  the  hospital 
(apparently  as  remote  as  ever)  in  part  effected,  and 
now  becoming  daily  more  urgent  in  consequence  of 
the  increasing  temperature  and  the  continued  preva- 
lence of  fever. 

I  have  further  to  state  that  there  are  many  men  in  all 
the  hospitals,  lists  of  whom  I  have  caused  to  be  made 
out,  Avho  Avill  never  be  again  fit  for  service  in  this 
climate,  and  whose  healtli  would  probably  be  soon 
restored  by  a  change  to  England  ;  and  as  there  are 
many  likewise  who  are  permanently  nnfit,  I  liope 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  obtain  trans})ort  for  their 
conveyance  home,  by  Avliich  means  our  numl)ers 
would  be  consideraljly  diminished,  and  I  should  then 
be  enabled  to  dispense  with  the  second  row  of  beds 
in  the  corridors,  and  ultimately  perhaps  clear  them 
entirely. 

Should  it  be  impossible  to  make  the  arrangements 
I  have  suggested,  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  impress 
on  your  Lordship  the  necessity  of  ol^taining  more 
hospital  acconnnodation. 

I  have  not  in  what  I  have  stated  alluded  to  the 
probable  increase  of  the  number  of  sick  on  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements  from  England  or  elsewhere. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lord  W.  Paulet,  (Signed)       A.  Gumming, 

&c.       ^c.  I.  G.  H. 


To  the  foregoing  letters  I  received  no  replies,  and, 
Avith  the  exception  of  tonnage,  I  cannot  say  that  the 
suggestions  they  contain  were  at  all  fully  carried 
out.  Witli  ]'espect  to  tentage,  I  Ijelieve  it  did  not 
exist. 


No.  .376. 
Ur.  Can  ming  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Sir,  Scutari,  22d  February  1855. 

In  acknowledging  your  letter  of  5tli  instant,  ad- 
verting to  the  mode  in  which  corpses  are  removed  to 
the  dead  house,  I  have  to  observe  that  your  proposal 
appears  to  me  more  objectionable  than  the  mode  now 
in  use,  viz.,  the  corpses  being  decently  wrapped  up 
in  a  blanket  and  carried  on  a  bearer  by  two  orderlies 
to  the  place  appropriated  to  their  reception.  A  coffin 
or  shell  would,  I  conceive,  Ije  doubly  suggestive. 

The  sketch  which  Mr.  Lawson,  Deputy  Inspector 
General  of  Hospitals,  sent  recently  of  the  burial 
ground  will  show  its  distance  from  the  general  hos- 
pital, and  which,  he  told  me,  is  100  yards.  Of 
course,  the  hospital  wall  is  nearer. 

A  new  burial  ground  has,  within  a  day  or  two, 
been  conceded  to  us  by  the  Turkish  authorities,  at 
a  greater  distance,  and  is  now,  I  believe,  being  used. 
Its  site  is  pointed  out  in  Mr.  Lawson's  sketch. 

Every  attention  will  be  given  to  the  proper  con- 
veyance of  the  bodies  to  the  graveyards,  and  that  no 
deleterious  effects  may  arise  from  the  graves  being 
of  insufficient  depth,  or  imperfectly  covered  over. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Gumming, 
Dr.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  577. 

Mr.  Lau  son  to  Dr.  Cumming. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sir,  9th  February  1857. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
a  letter  from  the  Director  General,  of  18th  January 
last,  calling  for  information  i-especting  the  sewerage 
of  the  general  hospital  here,  together  with  the  con- 
dition and  position  of  the  l)urial  ground,  &c. 

The  annexed  sketch  gives  the  position  of  the  hos- 
pital with  reference  to  the  sea  and  Imrial  ground,  and 
shows  the  position  of  the  sewers.    The  sui-face  slopes 


for  some  distance  in  front  of  the  hospital  to  the  top  of 
the  cliff  over  the  sea,  and  no  water  lodges  anywhere 
near  it.    The  cliff  is  from  30  to  50  feet  high. 

The  sewers  require  constant  attention,  and,  as  well 
as  the  pipes  of  the  privies  leading  to  them,  are 
frequently  obstructed  by  the  soldiers  throwing  soiled 
articles  of  clothing  and  other  nuitter  into  them,  which 
cannot  be  removed  by  water.  The  condition  of  the 
privies  had  been  the  subject  of  consideration  previous 
to  the  receipt  of  the  Director  General's  letter,  and 
they  are  now  undergoing  a  process  of  cleansing, 
which  will  be  continued  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
sewers. 

The  position  of  the  burial  ground  is  given  in  the 
sketch.  The  bodies  are  mostly  placed  in  considerable 
numbers  in  large  graves,  and  in  some  instances  they 
must  have  been  in  two  tiers  at  least.  The  graves, 
I  have  learned  from  the  Gatholic  clergyman,  have, 
owing  to  the  shalloAvness  of  the  soil,  occasionally  not 
been  more  than  four  feet  deep,  though  generally  the 
depth  is  from  six  to  seven  feet  deep ;  and  latterly 
only  one  tier  of  bodies  is  placed  in  each.  The  soil  in 
which  the  graves  are  dug  is  a  sandy  clay,  which, 
Avhen  moist,  forms  a  tenacious  mass,  but  Avhich 
becomes  friable  on  drying. 

The  bodies  are  brought  to  the  burial  ground  at 
present  on  stretcliers,  carried  by  natives.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  bring  them  on  a  bullock  cart,  but  the 
arrangements,  unfortunately,  were  faulty,  and  the 
plan  failed.  I  can  see  no  difficulty  in  having  a 
proper  conveyance  prepared  for  the  purpose  on  the 
spot,  using  bullocks  for  traction. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       E.  Laavson, 

Deputy  Inspector  General 
A.  Cunnaing,  Esq.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  578. 
Dr.  Cumming  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Sir,  Scutari,  25th  March  1855. 

I  iiAA'E  to  acknoAvledge  the  receijjt  of  your  letter 
of  10th  instant  respecting  the  grave  yard,  and  to 
acquaint  you  that  it  has  been  inspected  by  the  Sani- 
tary Gommission,  of  Avhich  Drs.  Sutherland  and 
Gavin  are  members,  and  Avho  have  made  such  sug- 
gestions as  they  deemed  necessary.  There  never 
appeared  to  me  to  be  any  injurious  consequences  to 
be  apprehended  from  it.  The  sense  of  smell  of  some 
persons  may  have  been  offended  by  the  sewer  wliich 
discharges  itself  into  the  Sea  of  Marmora  close  by, 
and  Avhich,  to  my  knowledge,  has  deceived  some. 

The  peat  charcoal  Avill  be  of  much  use  for  many 
purposes. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Smith,  (Signed)       A.  Gumming. 

&c.  &c. 


I  may  mention  here  that  I  was  in  the  habit,  Avhen 
my  duties  permitted,  of  attending  some  of  the 
funerals,  and  frequently  visiting  the  burial  ground, 
but  I  never  could  detect  the  presence  of  any  efflu- 
vium arising  from  it.  The  sewer  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  which  passed  by  the  eastern  side  of 
it,  and  discharged  itself  into  the  Sea  of  Marmora, 
might,  under  particular  states  of  the  wind,  be  feebly 
discernible. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  the  Sanitary  Gommis- 
sioners  did  not  notice  the  celebrated  Scutari  burial 
ground,  which  is  only  four  hundred  yards  from  the 
barracks  and  general  hospital,  and  Avhich  has  been 
calculated  to  contain  tAventy  times  the  population  of 
the  Turkish  dominions.  Yet,  immediately  under  it, 
in  fact  sheltered  by  it,  our  army  Avas  encamped  pre- 
A"ious  to  moving  to  Bulgaria.  I  believe  that  the 
conduits  for  the  Avater  for  the  use  of  the  barracks 
and  general  hospital  pass  under  part  of  it. 

A.  C. 


INTO  THE  REGULATIONS  AFFECTING  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  ARMY,  &:c. 


133 


No.  579. 

Mr.  Cumming  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Sir,  Scutari,  2otli  April  1855. 

I  BEG  leave  to  offer  the  following  observations 
on  your  letter  of  23d  Marcli  last,  noticing  certain 
points  connected  with  localities  and  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  hospitals  at  Scutari  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood. 

1.  There  is  no  ward  at  the  general  hospital  occu- 
pied as  an  apothecary's  store  ;  but  as  a  central 
])osition  appears  to  have  been  considered  desirable 
for  a  surgery,  one  has  been  so  appropriated  ever 
since  the  hospital  has  been  in  our  jjossession.  As 
soon  as  a  suitable  room  can  be  obtained  for  a  pur- 
veyor's office  one  will  be  given  up. 

2.  Anything  defective  in  the  drainage  of  the 
general  hospital  is  being  remedied.  Some  sugges- 
tions respecting  the  drains  by  Drs.  Sutherland  and 
Gavin,  with  a  civil  engineer,  were  made  some  time 
ago. 

3.  In  my  opinion,  nuich  unnecessary  importance 
has  been  attached  to  the  burial  ground.  It  is  fully 
100  yards  i'rom  the  hos])ital,  and  situated  near  the 
edge  of  the  cliflT  overlooking  the  Sea  of  Marmora. 
The  graves  are  Avell  covered,  and  are  not  shallow, 
and  peat  charcoal  has  been  freely  used  to  guard 
against  deleterious  influences.  The  use  of  lime  for 
this  purpose  is  questioned. 

4.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  vermin  can 
harbour  under  the  flooring  of  the  wards,  some  of 
which  are  of  stone  ;  fleas,  I  a])prehend,  do  not,  but, 
like  bugs,  reside  near  their  feeding  places.  Turkish 
carpentering  is  so  bad,  and  gaping  seams  so  general, 
that  it  would  require  many  months  to  remove  this 
cause  of  complaint. 

5.  Previous,  prol>ably,  to  its  l)eing  required. 

6.  The  huts  arc  now  occupieil  by  upwards  of  two 
hundred  convalescents,  which  diminishes  by  so  many 
the  numbers  in  the  wards.  This  arrangement  has 
been  found  very  advantageous,  and  I  should  regret 
its  being  given  up. 

7.  See  my  letter,  7th  April. 

8.  No  ill  consccpience  can  be  detected  as  having 
arisen  from  this  ;  but  as  other  acconmiodation  has 
become  available  at  Kulleli,  the  rooms  over  the 
stiible  have  been  partially  dispensed  with,  and  will 
probabh'  soon  be  entirely  given  up. 

9.  The  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  privies  has 
been  noticed  by  all,  but  no  means  have  yet  been 
found  altogether  to  amend  it.  It  is  entirely,  or 
nearly  so,  attributable  to  the  careless  and  dirly  hahits 
of  the  ])atients  themselves.  Suggestions  on  this 
point  were  made  by  the  civil  engineer  who  accom- 
panied the  Sanitary  Commissioners. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Cumming, 
Dr.  Smith,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  580. 

Mr.  Cumming  to  Dr.  Smith, 

Sm,  Scutari,  7th  April  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  23d  ultimo 
respecting  the  Palace  Hospital,  I  beg  leave  to  state  to 
you  that  nothing  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge 
leads  nie  to  think  that  the  site  is  unhealthy,  and  since 
its  occupation  the  returns  show  that  disease  has  not 
been  more  jjrevalent  there  than  elsewhere. 

Fever  has  been  more  or  less  rife  everywhere,  and 
every  station,  Abydos  and  Gallipoli,  and,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, Constantinople  also,  have  suffered  from  it  ; 
and  from  this  circumstance  medical  officers,  confining 
their  observations  to  their  own  locality,  have  not  very 
logically  ])ronounced  it  unhealthy. 

The  states  you  receive  are  not  altogether  safe 
guides  in  this  nuxtter,  because  the  greatest  mortality 
generally  occurs  innncdiately,  or  two  or  three  days, 
after  the  arrival  of  sick,  and  it  nuiy  happen  that  one 
hospital  gets  more  bad  cases  than  another. 

Tlie  hospital  in  questioii  has  had  a  large  number 
of  sick  officers,  who  arrived  from  the  Crimea  and  who 
occuj)y  the  Kiosk,  but  only  one  death  has  taken  place 
amongst  them,  and  he  Avas  a  recent  arrival  from  the 
camp,  and  Avho  during  convalescence  had  a  relapse 
and  died.  In  my  oiiinion  all  the  hospitals  here  might 
be  pronounced  as  unhealthy  as  the  Palace.  The 
ground  it  stands  on  is  a  shallow  valley,  .and  in  rear  of 
the  buildings  are  rather  extensive  gardens  and  vine- 
yards, the  whole  apparently  well  drained  by  a  small 
rivulet.  In  rainy  weather,  during  the  winter  season, 
water  no  doubt  lodges,  from  some  of  the  ditches 
having  been  neglected  ;  but,  at  present,  the  site  is 
perfectly  dry,  and  will,  I  conceive,  remain  so  during 
the  summer. 

A  few  of  the  medical  officers  doing  duty  there 
have,  as  well  as  those  doing  duty  at  the  other  hos- 
pitals, had  attacks  of  fever,  although  not  to  the  extent 
to  excite  the  least  apprehension,  but  some  of  them 
had  got  alai-med,  and  wished  to  be  immediately 
removed  ;  a  proceeding  not  very  encouraging  to  the 
patients,  and  which  I  resisted  ;  all  are  noAv  well. 

The  Turks,  I  believe,  are  considered  not  bad  judges 
of  sites,  and  had  this  been  an  unhealthy  one,  it  is  not 
very  likely  that  the  Sultan  would  ever  have  made  it 
his  residence. 

I  have  just  returned  from  making  an  inspection  of 
this  hospital  (which  is,  l)y-the-bye,  in  excellent  order), 
the  gardens  are  in  full  bloom,  the  vineyards  are  being 
put  in  order,  and  the  little  meadow  in  front,  which 
has  proliably  obtained  for  it  such  a  bad  name,  is 
covered  with  wild  flowers  and  full  of  ants — an  indica- 
tion, I  am  inclined  to  think,  of  the  natural  dryness 
of  the  soil. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Smith,  (Signed)       A.  Cumming,  I.G.H. 

&c.  &c. 


Letters  of  Mr.  Alexander,  C.B.,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  Principal  Medical 

Officer  of  the  Light  Division. 


(Mem.) 
No.  581. 

Having  accompanied  General  Sir  George  I>rown, 
asPrinci|)al  Medical  Officer  of  the  first  Expeditionary 
Troops,  to  the  East,  and  having  disendiai'ked  at  Galli- 
poli on  the  8th  Ai)ril,  1854,  finding  that  there  were 
no  hospital  supplies,  ^<cc..  I  immediately  wrote  (vi/., 
the  same  day)  to  Dr.  Burrell,  Principal  Medical 
Officer  at  Malta,  desiring  the  same  to  be  forwarded. 
As  I  was  summoned  lately  from  Canada,  and  not 
being  informed  for  what  duty,  I  cannot  lay  my  hands 
on  the  letter  referred  to,  &c. ;  but  the  correspondence 


on  the  right  will  show  that  such  was  done  without 
delay, 

T.  AUKXANDElt, 

Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 


Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office, 
My  Dear  Sir,  Malta,  loth  April  1854. 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter.  I  have  only  time 
to  say  that  I  have  sent  a  requisition  for  hospital  sup- 
plies for  your  station.  Strange  to  say  none  of  the 
expected  supplies  have  arrived. 

Loi'd  Raglan  is  expected  here  on  the  16th. 

B  3 
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I  am  under  orders  to  proceed  till  my  successor 
arrives,  and  Avill  probably  leave  this  in  a  day  or  two 
with  Dr.  Tice  and  Mr.  Ward — where  Lord  Raglan 
will  probably  determine — I  beliew  Constantinople. 

I  am  sorry  to  learn  you  are  so  badly  off  for  supplies 
of  every  kind. 

I  have  just  heard  of  this  opportunity  of  writing, 
and  must  conclude.    Believe  me,  in  great  haste, 

Yours  truly, 

Dr.  Alexander,  W.  H.  Burbell. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  582. 

Staff  Surgeo7i  Alexander  to  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  at  Gallipoli. 

Sir,  Gallipoli,  loth  April  1854. 

As  no  medical  comforts  or  hospital  supplies,  in 
the  Avay  of  paillasses,  blankets,  rugs,  &c.,  for  field  or 
other  hospitals,  have  been  forwarded  to  this  place, 
each  battalion  having  arrived  totally  unprovided  Avith 
such  necessaiy  field  equipments  (with  the  exception 
of  marquees),  I  have  the  honour  to  suggest  that  an 
application  be  made  to  Malta  for  the  above  necessary 
supplies  to  be  forwarded  at  once,  as  the  sick  now 
under  treatment  in  the  field  have  but  one  solitary 
blanket  to  cover  them.  I  have  already  written  twice 
to  Malta  on  the  same  subject,  the  first  time  the  very 
day  we  disembarked  ;  and  I  will  do  so  again  to-day. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General,         Stafi^  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  583. 

Staffs  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Principal  Medical 
Office};  at  Malta. 

Sir,  Gallipoli,  15th  April  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request,  should  the  supplies 
of  medical  comforts  and  the  necessary  articles  for 
field  or  other  hospitals,  &c.,  have  arrived,  that  a 
supply  be  forwarded  of  the  same  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  as  you  may  imagine  Avhat  the  sick  in  the 
field  are  suffering,  having  only  one  blanket  to  cover 
them  ;  the  thermometer  for  the  last  two  nights  being 
at  28°  or  so. 

No  army  ever  took  the  field  Avorse  provided  ;  each 
battalion  before  leaving  England  ought  to  ha\"e  had 
its  own  field  equipment,  &c.,  along  Avith  it,  so  that  a 
hospital  could  have  been  established  on  the  field  at 
once  Avith  any  requisite  for  the  sick. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Principal  Medical  Oflficer,     1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon. 
&c.  &c. 


Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office. 
My  Dear  Sir,  17th  April  1854. 

As  soon  as  I  received  your  note,  informing  me 
of  your  Avant  of  bedding,  I  immediately  forAvarded  a 
requisition  for  bedding  to  be  supplied  from  the  stores 
of  the  station.  On  inquiry  this  morning,  I  found 
that  the  General  had  not  yet  approA'ed,  in  consec|uence 
of  the  limited  stores  here  ;  and  under  hopes  of  the 
transport,  bringing  those  of  the  "  Expedition,"  arriving 
soon. 

This  morning,  hoAvever,  I  have  strongly  urged  the 
necessity  of  their  being  granted  and  shipped  as  soon 
as  possible,  Avhich  I  believe  Avill  be  done. 

I  am  only  noAV  Avaiting  the  arrival  of  Lord  Raglan 
to  ascertain  my  destination,  Avhen  Dr.  Tice,  Mr. 
Ward,  and  myself  Avill  leave  this  by  the  first  favour- 
able opportunity.  Lord  Raglan  is  expected  to-day, 
and  I  shall  endeavour  to  follow  him  immediately. 
But  Avhat  to  do  without  medical  stores — 

Dr.  Smith  has  by  this  time  received  my  letter  in- 
forming him  of  the  non-arrivals,  and  it  is  not  impro- 
bable he  will  ship  some  by  steamer.    We  hear  a 


report  here  that  the  Rifles  are  suffering  from  diarrha3a 
to  a  great  extent.  We  are  comparatively  idle  here 
none  but  the  Guards  remaining. 

Pray  look  out  for  some  corner  for  the  Principal 
Medical  Oflficer  and  four  animals,  should  Ave  land  at 
Gallipoli,  Avhich  is  doubtful,  as  it  is  said  the  bulk  Avill 
be  about  Constantinople. 

In  haste. 

Yours  truly. 

Dr.  Alexander,       (Signed)       W.  H.  Burrell. 
&c.  &c. 


^  Principal  Medical  Ofificer's  Office, 
My  Dear  Sir,  Malta,  18th  April  1854. 

I  have  just  learned  from  the  military  secretary, 
that  the  hospital  supplies  for  Gallipoli  Avill  be  em- 
barked on  board  the  "  Trent."  We  have  sent  300 
sets  of  bedding,  and  six  or  eight  hospital  tents.  I 
have  had  the  greatest  difliculty  in  serving  out  that 
number. 

No  appearance  yet  of  the  transport  Avith  me- 
dical stores.  But  medical  officers  have  arrived, 
and  proceed  in  the  "  City  of  London."  I  have  only 
seen  one  of  them.  There  is  also  Assistant  Surgeon 
Reade  in  the  "  Tonning."  I  am  glad  to  see  in  your 
letter,  received  by  the  "Vulcan,"  that  you  do  not 
mention  any  cases  of  diarrhoja. 

I  regret  I  cannot  send  you  any  comforts  for  the 
sick.  A  letter  from  Sir  George  Brown  requiring 
them  is  the  only  chance  of  procuring  them  until  our 
own  arriAC. 

I  have  draAvn  the  attention  of  the  naval  authorities 
to  the  condition  of  the  "  Golden  Fleece,"  through  the 
military  authorities.    The  Guards  embark  in  her. 

The  "  Trent,"  "  City  of  London,"  and  "  Tonning  " 
arrived  this  morning,  bringing  23  sappers.  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans,  and  Brigadier  Penne- 
father,  they  all  go  forAvard  to-day. 

You  have  half  frightened  us  with  the  Avant  of 
comforts.  Dr.  Tice  noAV  congratulates  himself  he 
escaped  being  the  pioneer. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Dr.  Alexander,       (Signed)       W.  H.  Burrell. 

&c.  &c. 

"  Tonning  "  arrived  at  Gallipoli  on  23d  April 
Avitli  some  hospital  stores. 


No.  584. 

Staff  Surgeo)i  Alexander  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Sir,  Gallipoli,  15th  April  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived 
here  Avith  Lieut. -General  Sir  George  BroAvn,  K.C.B., 
on  the  6th  instant,  and  since  then  all  the  troops  that 
are  to  remain  here,  viz.,  six  battalions,  in  all  about 
5,000  men,  have  arrived  ;  but  I  regret  to  state  that 
none  of  them  have  come  provided  with  the  necessary 
field  equipment  or  medical  comforts  (Avith  the  excep- 
tion of  marquees),  and  none  are  to  be  found  here  ;  so 
you  may  imagine  Avhat  the  sick  in  the  camps  here 
suffered  Avith  one  solitary  blanket  to  cover  them  ;  the 
thermometer  for  the  last  two  nights  having  been 
beloAv  the  freezing  point. 

Since  my  arrival  I  have  been  looking  out  for  houses 
for  hospitals,  and  have  got  several,  but  they  are  all 
much  in  Avant  of  repairs,  Avhite-washing,  cleaning, 
&c.,  and  men  are  uoav  busy  at  them. 

I  have  also  been  to  the  Dardanelles,  and  took  over 
the  Lazaretto  and  other  store  buildings,  Avliich  will 
liold  about  5,000  men. 

We  keep  healthy  ;  two  cases  of  variola  occurred 
among  the  rifles,  but  it  has  not  extended  as  yet 
further  ;  tAVO  cases  of  the  s.ame  Avere  landed  from  the 
ship  at  Malta  before  the  rifles  embarked. 

Water  is  good,  but  not  very  abundant  ;  the  morn- 
ings and  evenings  are  \'ery  cold,  and  the  middle  of 
the  day  is  generally  scorchingly  hot. 

Six  medical  officers  arrived  here  the  other  day,  viz., 
2nd  Class  Staff  Sm-geon  Mickleham,  and  five  assistant 
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surt^eons.  I  have  written  tAvice  to  Malta  already, 
ancf  will  wi'ite  again  to-day,  for  the  stores  and  com- 
forts to  be  forwarded  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
I  am  at  present  the  senior  medical  officer  here.  The 
"  Himalaya "  steamer  arrived  two  days  ago  Avith 
the.  33d  and  41st  Regiments  on  board,  but  they  sailed 
the  same  evening,  'tis  said,  for  Constantinople. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Smith,  1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  585. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Assistant  Commissary 
General  at  Gallipoli. 
SiK,  Gallipoli,  13tli  April  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  that  you  Avould  be 
pleased  to  inform  me  whether  you  are  now  prepared 
with  the  necessary  articles  of  diet  for  the  use  of  the  hos- 
pitals, so  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  open  the  hospitals 
and  place  the  patients  on  hospital  diets,  &c.,  &c.,  and 
if  not  so,  what  articles  of  diet  you  are  in  possession 
of,  and  when  you  will  be  fully  prepared. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
Assistant  Commissary  General, 
&c.  &c. 


(Mem.) 
No.  586. 

Gallipoli,  13th  April  1854. 
Required  for  the  use  of  the  hospital  at  Gallipoli, 
50  mats. 

T.  Alexander, 
1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon. 
Assistant  Commissary  General. 
&c.  &c. 

Not  obtained,  tlic  same  not  allowed  to  he  carried 
away. 


(Mem.) 
No.  587. 

Gallipoli,  14th  April  1854. 
Required  a  fatigue  party  of  one  non-commis- 
sioned officer  and  10  men  for  four  days  to  white- 
wash and  clean  buildings  for  hospitals. 

T.  Alexander, 
Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
8cc.  &c. 


Granted. 


No.  588. 

Gallipoli,  16th  April  1854. 
Got  possession  of  400  odd  blankets  on  wharf, 
on  my  own  responsibility,  which  I  distributed  in  the 
liospital  and  regimental  marquees. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

•Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


No.  589. 

Staff  Surqeon  Alexander  to  Assistant  Surgeon 
Smith.      •  ^  ■ 

SiK,  Gallipoli,  28th  April  1854. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  received  yesterday,  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  as  regards  the 
])ay  of  the  engineers,  that  rests  entirely  with  the 
captain  of  the  company,  to  whom  you  ought  to 
re])ort  it. 

'Die  Commissariat  will  supply  you  with  tea,  sugar, 
candles,  wine,  oatmeal,  and  rice,  if  applied  for. 


No  medical  comforts  have  as  yet  arrived  from 
England  or  Malta,  although  I  have  written  repeatedly 
to  the  latter  place  for  the  same  to  be  forwarded. 
The  bedding  has  been  sent  to  the  Commissariat  as 
you  desired.  Serious  cases,  of  course,  ought  to  be 
sent  in  to  the  general  hospital  ;  and  the  commissariat 
will  supply  mule  waggons  for  that  purpose,  if  applied 
for  by  requisition. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Assistant  Surgeon  Smith,     Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  590. 

(Mem.) 
Gallipoli,  29th  Aiiril  1854. 
Medical  officers  in  charge  of  corps  or  detachments 
Avill  be  pleased  to  forward  the  weekly  states  of  sick 
to  the  principal  medical  officer  every  Monday 
morning  in  future,  so  that  the  senior  medical  officer 
may  be  enabled  to  send  one  to  the  General  Command- 
ing early  on  Tuesday  morning. 

T.  Alexander, 
Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


No.  591. 

Dr.  Alexander  to  Sir  George  Brown,  K.C.B. 

Sir,  Scutari,  13th  May  1854. 

With  reference  to  the  remarks  in  the  paper,  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  no  supplies  of 
medical  comforts  or  hospital  stores  for  the  troops 
taking  the  field  had  arrived  at  Malta  when  the 
"  Golden  Fleece"  sailed  for  Gallipoli ;  that  I  received 
orders  late  one  evening  to  proceed  in  her,  and  em- 
barked the  following.  As  soon  as  I  found  there  were 
in  hospital  stores,  I  wished  above  300  hair  mattresses 
and  bolsters  to  be  landed;  and  the  following  day  1 
was  informed  by  Captain  Ilalliwell  that  he  had 
received  instructions  from  you  not  to  laud  them. 
We  disembarked  on  the  8th  April,  and  I  wrote  to 
Dr.  Eurrell,  principal  medical  officer  at  Malta,  the 
same  day,  urging  him  to  have  supplies  and  comforts 
with  stores  forwarded  ;  and  he  (Dr.  B.),  in  conse- 
quence of  my  letter,  wrote  on  the  13th  April  to 
General  Ferguson,  on  the  same  subject,  which  will 
show  that  no  time  was  lost.  In  the  meantime  some 
arrowroot,  tea,  and  wine  were  obtained,  and  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  obtain  possession  of  about  400 
blankets  on  my  own  responsibility,  which  were 
applied  to  the  comforts  of  the  sick  in  hospital,  as  well 
as  in  the  marquees. 

The  house  used  as  an  hospital  was  a  new  one, 
clean,  and  in  good  repair,  and  one  of  the  very  best  in 
the  town. 

I  have,  &c. 

T.  Alexander, 
Sir  George  Brown,  K.C.B.,  Staff  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  592. 

Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr  Bicrrell. 
Sir,  Scutari,  15th  May  1854. 

In  answer  to  your  question  about  my  not  having 
reported  my  arrival  at  Gallipoli  to  the  Director 
General,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  wrote 
a  private  letter  to  the  Director  General  from  Galli- 
poli on  the  14th  April,  as  also  an  official  one  on 
the  15th  April,  giving  him  every  information  re- 
quisite up  to  that  date.  These  letters  were  posted 
in  time  to  have  gone  by  the  same  steamer  as  that  of 
General  Brown's  of  the  13th  April  mentioned  to  the 
Duke  of  NeAvcastle. 

I  have,  &c. 
T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Burrell,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  8cc. 
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No.  604. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck. 

Sir,  Camp,  Aladyn,  19th  June  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  18th 
instant,  marked  "  immediate,"  I  have  the  honour  to 
inform  you  that  I  reported  the  case  of  cholera  to  you 
officially  on  the  17th,  at  the  same  time  enclosing  a 
statement  of  the  case,  along  Avith  the  post-mortem 
appearances  by  the  surgeon.  I  also  wrote  officially 
to  the  authorities  at  camp  the  same  day,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  ere  this  you  must  have  received  the  same  ; 
I  posted  it  about  6  p.m.  on  the  I7th  instant. 

Enclosed,  however,  is  a  copy  of  the  statement  of 
the  case,  with  the  post-mortem  appearances  already 
forwarded.  I  forwarded  also  the  receipts  for  the 
medicines  and  comforts  from  the  different  officers 
which  were  sent  out  by  the  panniers.  I  return  you 
the  correspondence  about  the  servants'  rations.  I 
cannot  see  why  Captain  Bent,  who  receives  Is.  6c?. 
a  day  for  a  servant,  should  be  allowed  rations  for 
liim  any  more  than  the  soldiers. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  many  cases  of  diarrhcea 
are  occurring  among  the  troops,  attributable  to  the 
want  of  vegetables,  exposure  to  the  sun,  drinking  bad 
country  wine,  and  an  insufficient  breakfast. 

I  have,  8ec. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Dumbreck,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  60.5. 


Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck. 

Sir,  Camp,  Aladyn,  23d  June  18o4. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  a  letter 
from  Surgeon  Longmore,  19th  Regiment,  regarding 
lights  for  his  hospital  marquee,  as  also  his  requisition 
upon  the  Commissariat  for  the  same,  with  their 
remarks,  and  will  feel  obliged  by  your  obtaining  a 
supply  of  lights,  viz.,  oil  or  candles"  for  the  marquees, 
Avhich  are  really  necessary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Dumbreck,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  606. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck. 

Sir,  Camp,  Aladyn,  24th  June  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  a  letter  from 
1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon  Tice,  enclosing  one  from  the 
Surgeon  of  the  77th  Regiment  regarding  drills,  &c. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Dumbreck,        (Signed)       T.  Alexander. 
&c.    &c.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


Sir,  Varna,  27th  June  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24tli  instant,  received 
yesterday  afternoon,  referring  to  drills,  &c.  &c.  at 
improper  hours,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you 
that  it  and  its  enclosures  have  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Lieutenant- General  Commanding,  who 
Avill  take  immediate  steps  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendation conveyed  in  these  documents. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck, 
Dr.  Alexander,  D.  I.  G.  Hosp. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  607. 

Staff'  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Dumbreck. 

Sir,  Camp,  Aladyn,  25th  June  1854. 

I  ha1^e  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  enclosed 
a  letter  from  Surgeon  Watt,  23d  Fusiliers,  respecting 
no  lights  for  the  hospital  marquees,  and  would  feel 


obliged  by  your  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  have  the 
same  supplied. 

I  have.  Sec. 

Dr.  Dumbreck,       (Signed)  T.Alexander, 
&c.    &c.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class 


No.  608. 


Staff"  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

SiR>  Camp,  Aladyn,  29th  June  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  a  letter 
from  Surgeon  Fraser,  Rifle  Brigade,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  his  to  his  colonel  regarding  drills,  &c.  &c.,  and  in 
doing  so  I  beg  to  add  that  I  coincide  with  him  in  his 
views,  and  beg  to  recommend  that  all  parades  and 
drills  should  take  place  early  in  the  morning. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


Office  of  Inspector  of  Hospitals, 
Sir,  Varna,  1st  July  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
giving  cover  to  one  from  Surgeon  Fraser  of  the  Rifle 
Brigade,  with  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  that 
gentleman  to  his  commanding  officer,  pointing  out 
the  injurious  effects  on  the  men's  health  of  the  long 
drills  in  the  heat  of  the  day  that  he  was  adopting, 
may  I  ask  what  has  been  the  result  of  Dr.  Fraser's 
representation.  Have  the  drills  in  the  heat  of  the 
day  been  continued,  or  has  Lieutenant-Colonel  Law- 
rence acted  on  Dr.  Fraser's  suggestion,  and  appointed 
an  earlier  hour  of  the  day  for  their  taking  place  ? 
Be  good  enough  to  inform  me  at  what  hour  of  the 
day  the  drill  took  place  which  affected  so  many  men, 
and  whether  any  serious  results  have  followed  in  any 
of  the  men  taken  ill  on  that  occasion. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Alexander,  (Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Insp.  Gen.  of  Hosp. 


No.  609. 


Staff'  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Devna,  3d  July  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  1st,  received 
last  evening,  regarding  drills,  &c.,  I  have  the  honour 
to  forward  to  you  enclosed  a  letter  from  Surgeon 
Fraser,  Rifle  Brigade,  and  beg  to  add  that  all  divisional 
drills  in  the  Light  Division  have  taken  place  after 
8  or  9  a.m.,  and  continued  for  several  hours,  until 
this  day,  when  the  same  took  place  at  5  a.m. 

I  may  also  state  that  I  consider  all  drills,  pa- 
rades, &c.,  in  this  country  during  the  hot  season 
should  take  place  early  in  the  morning. 

The  departmental  order  has  been  made  known  to 
the  different  officers  in  charge  of  corps  in  detach- 
ments, &c.,  and  the  returns  specified  will  be  duly 
forwarded  to  you. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


No.  610. 


Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant 
General.,  Light  Division,  Devna. 

Sir,  Camp,  Devna,  9th  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information 
of  the  Lieutenant-General  Commanding,  that  three 
cases  of  cholera  spasmodica  occurred  this  morning  in 
the  19th  Regiment. 

I  have,  &c. 

Assist.  Adjt.  General,  (Signed)    T.  Alexander, 
&c.    &c.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


INTO  THE  REGULATIONS  AFFECTING  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION  OP  THE  ARMY,  &;C, 
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No.  611. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Devna,  9th  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  tiic  honour  to  inform  you  that  three 
men  of  the  19tli  Regiment  were  admitted  into  hos- 
pital this  morning  with  cholera  spasmodiea  ;  T  am, 
liowever,  happy  to  state  tliat  they  arc  doing  well. 

1  liave,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


No.  612. 

From  Dr.  Alexander. 

Camp,  Devna,  14th  July  18o4. 
Required  a  reserve  detachment  chest  of  medi- 
cine for  the  use  of  the  staff  of  the  Light  Division. 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

Received. 


No.  613. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant 
General,  Light  Dicision,  Derna. 

Sir,  Camp,  Devna,  23d  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information 
of  the  General  Connnanding,  that  since  9  p.m.  yes- 
terday seven  cases  of  cholera  have  occurred  in  the  divi- 
sion— three  in  the  23d  Fusiliers,  two  of  whom  died 
in  seven  hours  ;  two  in  the  33d  Regiment,  and  two 
in  the  88th  Regiment,  all  of  whom  are  serious  cases. 

With  the  view  of  preventing  the  extension  of  a 
disease  so  formidable,  I  would  beg  to  recommend 
most  strongly  that  the  sale  of  the  country  wine  in  the 
canteens  be  discontinued,  and  also  that  all  stone 
fruit,  &c.  Ite  in-ohibitcd  from  being  l)rought  into 
cam]). 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander. 
Assist.  Adjt.-General,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.    '  &e 


No.  614. 

Staff'  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 
Sir,  Camp,  Devna,  23d  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  seven 
cases  of  cholera  have  occurred  in  the  division  since 
9  p.m.  yesterday,  viz.,  two  in  the  33d  Regiment,  two 
in  the  88th  Regiment,  and  three  in  the  23d  Regiment; 
two  of  tlie  latter  died  in  seven  hours.  Enclosed  are 
the  death  reports  of  the  same. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall.  (Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


No.  61«. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Devna,  6  p.m., 
Sir,  23d  July  1854. 

1  REGRET  to  have  to  report  to  you  that  three 
additional  casualties  have  occurred  from  cholera  since 
my  letter  of  this  morning,  and  beg  to  state  that  there 
are  now  seventeen  cases  under  treatment,  viz.,  three 
in  tlie  7th  Regiment,  one  in  the  19tlu  seven  in  the  23d, 
three  in  the  33d,  and  three  in  the  88th  Regiment.  En- 
closed are  the  dciilli  reports. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)    T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Statf  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

No.  616. 

Staff'  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Airey. 
S:k,  Camp,  Devna,  23d  July  1854. 

Since  my  last  interview  with  you  I  have  to 
report  another  fatal  case  of  cholera  in  the  88th  Regi- 


ment, and  also  several  fresh  admissions.  The  19th 
Regiment,  previously  free  from  it,  having  just  reported 
a  sevei'e  case,  a  proof  that  the  affection  is  becoming 
more  general ;  and,  as  I  have  just  l^een  informed  by 
a  regimental  surgeon  "  that  the  men  look  upon 
•'  themselves  as  doomed  should  they  remain  here" 
(the  place  having  been  reported  as  unhealty  by  the 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals),  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  have  the  honour  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  removing  the  troops  from  the  ])resent  encampment, 
my  objection  to  a  sudden  move  being  the  fear  of 
producing  an  unfavourable  impression  on  the  minds 
of  the  men,  which  I  now  find  already  exists. 

I  have,  8fc. 

General  Airey,       (Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
&c.    &c.  .Staff  Surgeon  1  st  Class. 


No.  617. 

Staff'  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Devna,  24th  July  1864. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  eleven  more 
deaths  have  occurred  since  my  last  letter  to  you, 
making  in  all  up  to  this  period,  viz.,  9  a.m.,  sixteen, 
viz.,  three  in  the  88th  Regiment,  one  in  the  19th,  six 
in  the  23d,  five  in  the  7th,  and  one  in  the  33d  Regi- 
ment. There  are  now  33  cases  in  hospital,  and 
several  of  them  of  a  serious  nature. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       T.  Alex^vnder, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


No.  618. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  24th  July  1854. 

I  REGRET  to  inform  yon  that  five  more  deaths 
took  place  from  cholera  from  the  time  I  wrote  to  you 
this  morning  and  my  leaving  our  late  encampment, 
viz.,  12  noon — two  in  the  23rd  Regiment,  two  in 
in  the  33d,  and  one  in  the  19th  Regiment,  Surgeons 
Muir,  33d  Regiment,  and  Moore,  88th  Regiment, 
with  several  assistant  surgeons,  are  left  at  Devna 
Avith  those  patients  that  could  not  be  moved.  I  have 
just  returned,  viz.,  5  p.m.,  from  visiting  the  hospital 
marcpiees  here,  and  find  that  only  two  cases  of  a 
choleraic  character  have  been  admitted,  viz  ,  one  in 
the  7th  Regiment  and  the  other  in  the  19th  Regi- 
ment ;  the  latter  was  suffering  from  diarrhoea  when 
we  left  Devna. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)  T.Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 


No.  619. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  25th  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  at  present, 
5  p.m.,  there  are  in  the  division  eight  cases  of  cholera, 
viz.,  six  in  the  7th  Fusiliers,  one  in  the  23d,  and  one 
in  the  19th  Regiment.  Of  the  above,  two  are  of  so 
serious  nature  that  their  recovery  is  doubtful. 

Several  cases  of  diarrhanx  still  exist,  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  Rifle  Brigade,  and  these  are  chiefly 
amongst  those  recently  arrived  ;  they  are,  however, 
of  a  mild  type. 

I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  enclosing  two 
death  reports,  one  in  the  23d,  and  one  in  the  19th 
Regiment,  from  the  prevailing  epidemic. 

1  beg  also  to  add  that  I  have  received  no  official 
report  from  Devna  since  my  writing  to  you  last. 

1  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon  Isi  Class. 
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No.  620. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Medical  Officers  in  the 
Light  Divisio7i. 

(Mem.) 

Camp,  Monastir,  2oth  July  1854. 
Medical  officers  in  charge  of  cordis  and  detach- 
ments will  be  pleased  to  forward  twice  in  the  day, 
viz.  5^  a.m.,  and  o\  p.m.,  to  the  medical  officer  in 
charge  of  the  division,  a  mem.  stating  the  number  of 
sick  in  their  hospital,  whether  any  new  admissions 
of  cholera  or  diarrhoea,  and  how  those  under  treatment 
are  progressing,  so  that  the  General  Commanding  may 
be  enabled  to  forward  a  report  twice  in  the  day  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  Lord  Raglan. 

Medical  officers  are  requested  to  be  punctual  in 
transmitting  the  above  documents,  and  will  be  jileased 
to  sign  this  mem.  as  soon  as  they  have  read  it. 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Staff  Surgeon  1st  class,  &c. 
Medical  Officers,  Light  Division. 


No.  621. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Aireij. 

Sm,  Camp,  Monastir,  27th  July  1854. 

As  I  find  that  the  tents  of  the  2d  Brigade  are  still 
very  close  together,  1  haA-e  the  honour  to  recommend 
that  more  space  be  allowed  between  the  rows  than  at 
present,  so  that  a  thorough  current  of  air  may  pass 
readily  between  them  ;  and  also  that  those  of  the 
7th  Fusiliers  and  33rd  Regiments  be  extended  upwards 
towards  the  open  space  used  as  a  parade  ground. 

The  horses  of  the  brigade  should  also  lie  placed  at 
a  greater  distance  from  the  tents  of  the  men. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  to  you  a  serious  case  of 
cholera  in  the  77th  Regiment. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon 
Tice  on  the  above  subjects. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
General  Airey,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  622. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  27th  July  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  requisitions 
for  medicines  and  medical  comforts  were  forwarded 
yesterday  to  Varna,  recommended  by  me,  and  I  have 
to  request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  s.anction  the 
same  being  sent  out  as  early  as  possible,  as  we  are  in 
want  of  several  articles. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  cholera  has  made  its 
appearance  in  the  77th  Regiment  to-day,  one  very 
serious  case  having  been  admitted. 

Six  deaths  have  occurred  to  day,  two  in  the  Rifle 
Brigade,  one  in  the  7th  Fusiliers  on  his  Avay  from 
Devna  to  this  place  ;  two  others  that  have  been 
labouring  under  diarrhoea  for  some  days  degenerated 
into  cholera  and  rapidly  sunk,  viz.,  one  in  the  SSrd 
and  one  in  the  88th  Regiment. 

There  are  at  present  20  cases  of  cholera  here  in  the 
division;  two  of  those  arrived  to  day  from  Devna,  five 
of  the  above  are  of  a  serious  nature;  only  one,  however 
in  the  19th  Regiment,  being  anew  admission  to  day. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  623. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Airey. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  27th  July  1854. 

As  everything  tending  to  the  preservation  of  the 
health  of  the  troops  at  the  present  is  of  consequence 
during  the  prevailing  epidemic,  I  have  the  honour  to 


suggest  that  i  lb.  additional  of  meat  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  daily  ration,  so  that  good  soup,  with 
rice  daily,  pepper  and  salt,  may  be  had  by  the  men, 
the  meat  in  this  country  being  of  a  very  inferior 
quantity  compared  to  that  at  the  Cape,  where  the 
ration  was  li  lbs.  I  beg  also  to  recommend  that 
during  the  discontinuance  of  the  sale  of  country  wine, 
good  rum  should  be  issued  either  in  a  certain  quantity 
as  a  ration,  or,  if  not,  that  the  same  may  be  allowed 
I'roin  the  canteens  at  certain  hours,  and  under  certain 
restrictions  as  to  time  and  quantity  as  may  be  deemed 
advisable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
General  Airey,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  624. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  29th  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  desire  the  purveyor  to  forward  immediately 
the  supplies  of  brandy,  arrowroot,  &c.  applied  for  on 
the  26th  inst. ;  as  we  have  now  none  of  the  former,  I 
have  desired  the  same  to  be  purchased  here;  also  the 
apothecary  to  forward  to  day  the  supplies  of  medicines, 
as  we  are  in  want  of  several  articles,  for  instance,  pulv.  ^ 
opii.  Should  there  be  any  naphtha  in  store,  I  would  feel 
obliged  by  your  desiring  some  to  be  sent  out. 

i\.  horse  araba  could  soon  arrive  here. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  625. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Airey. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  30  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  bring  again  to  your  notice 
the  subject  of  flannel  or  cholera  belts  for  the  men,  and 
to  recommend  that  the  same  be  obtained  for  the 
soldiers,  as  I  feel  convinced  the  best  results  would  be 
found  to  arise  from  their  being  worn  during  the 
present  epidemic. 

I  have,  85c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
General  Airey,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  626. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Airey. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  30  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  two  letters 
on  a  subject  which  is  o^  some  importance  during  the 
jiresent  epidemic,  and  beg  to  recommend  that  the 
suggestions  be  carried  out. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
General  Airey,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class, 

&c.  &c. 


No.  627. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  30th  July  1854 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  supplies 
of  medical  stores  and  medicines  applied  for  on  the 
26th  instant  have  not  yet  reached  us,  and  we  are 
much  in  want  of  several  articles,  viz.,  jjulv.  opii, 
liydrocyanic  acid,  &c.  being  finished,  as  also  the  brandy 
and  arrowroot.  The  wine  is  also  all  but  expended,  a 
few  bottles  only  remaining. 

I  therefore  have  to  request  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  order  them  out  immediately,  as  cholera  is 
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still  raging,  and  there  is  a  great  demand  for  those 
articles. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alex.vnder, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S. — The  orderly  dragoon  could  bring  out  some 
pulv,  opii,  as  also  some  hydrocyanic  acid. 


No.  628. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

SiK,  Camp,  Monastir,  31st  July  1854. 

Having  written  letters  to  you  on  the  27th,  29th, 
and  30th,  requesting  that  the  supplies  of  medical 
comforts  and  jnedicines  applied  for  on  the  26th 
should  he  forwarded  at  once  by  the  purveyor  and 
apothecary,  and  as  none  have  as  yet  been  received, 
although  urgently  required.,  I  have  obtained  from 
General  Airey  an  orderly  to  talce  in  a  pack  horse  for 
some  few  articles  to  bring  back  with  him,  viz.,  some 
hydrocyanic  acid,  liquor  ammonia^,  sp.  terebinthina3, 
mustard,  pulv.  opii,  camphor,  sal  volatile,  tinct.  opii, 
naphtha,  carbonate  of  soda,  and  tartaric  acid.  Also 
for  the  purveyor  to  forward  by  the  bearer  some 
arrowroot,  sago,  brandy,  and  port  wine,  as  we  are  now 
out  of  all  the  above  articles,  &c.  I  sincerely  trust 
that  you  will  desire  them  to  attend  to  the  above,  and 
desire  the  remainder  of  the  requisitions  to  be  at  once 
sent  out  to  us,  as  we  are  in  gi-eat  want  of  them,  and 
the  disease  is  still  raging  among  us. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class, 

&c  &c. 


No.  629. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant 
General,  Light  Divisioit. 

(Mem.) 

Camji,  Monastir,  31st  July  1854. 
Recommended  that  the  7th  and  33d  Regiments 
should  be  removed  from  their  present  encampments, 
as  also  that  the  19th,  77th,  and  88tli  Regiments  be 
widely  extended.  Also  that  the  23d  regiment  should 
open  up  more,  and  cover  much  more  ground  than  at 
present. 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Assist.  Adjt.  General,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


Dr.  Hall  to  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander. 

Sir,  Varna,  30th  July  1854. 

As  you  have  made  no  demand  that  I  have 
seen  for  cholera  belts,  I  sefid  5,000  for  the  Light 
Division,  as  Lord  Raglan  has  forwarded  to  me  your 
letter  of  this  date  to  General  Airey  on  the  subject. 
You  Avill  be  good  to  sign  and  receipt  the  indent  for 
these  stores  and  return  it  to  me  ;  and  you  will  take 
immediate  steps  for  the  distriliution  of  the  belts 
amongst  the  men  of  the  Light  Division. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)   .    J.  Hall. 

Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

P.S.  I  request  you  will  keep  me  more  accurately 
informed  in  future  concerning  the  medical  affairs  of 
the  Light  Division,  as  I  do  not  hear  of  medical  events 
for  two  or  three  days  after  they  have  been  reported 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief  through  the  military 
authorities,  which  places  me  in  a  very  awkward 
position. 

Dr.  Alexander, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  630.  . 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  1st  August  1854. 

Having  written  several  letters  since  the  26th 
instant,  urgently  requesting  that  supplies  of  medicines 
and  medical  comforts  should  be  forwarded  at  once, 
I  again  embrace  the  opportunity  of  an  orderly  going 
through  direct  to  Varna  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
subject,  in  case  the  others  may  have  miscai'ried,  and  to 
request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  order  to  be  for- 
warded per  the  panniers  immediately,  or  if  possible  by 
a  quicker  route,  some  pulv.  opii,  tinct.  opii,  camphor, 
sal  volatile,  calomel,  turpentine,  mustard,  hydrocyanic 
acid,  tartaric  acid,  bicarbonate  of  soda,  naphtha,  liquor 
ammonias,  as  Ave  are  out  of  all  these  medicines;  and 
we  have  also  no  wine,  brandy,  arrowroot,  and  tlie 
sago  is  all  but  finished,  and  all  are  in  great  demand, 
as  the  cholera  still  rages  amongst  us,  several  new 
cases  having  been  admitted,  and  two  deaths  amongst 
them.  No  deaths  reports  have  as  yet  been  f  urnished, 
so  I  sincerely  hope  that  a  large  supply  of  the  above 
comforts  and  medicines  will  be  here  to  day  or  early 
to  morrow  by  some  mule  waggons. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Ensign 
Massy,  77th  Regiment,  from  cholera  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  Jenkins  is  also  in  a  most  dangerous  state. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alex.vxder, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  631. 

Dr.  Alexander  to  Medical  Officer,  Light  Division. 
(Mem.) 

Camp,  Monastir,  1st  August  1854 
Medical  officers  in  charge  of  regiments  are 
informed  that  an  assignment  of  cholera  belts  having 
arrived  this  day,  they  can,  on  requisition  approved  of 
by  me,  on  the  purveyor's  clerk  in  charge  of  stores, 
obtain  for  their  respective  regiments  any  number  not 
exceeding  740. 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 
Medical  Officers,  Light  Division. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  632. 

Staff"  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  1st  August  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  enclosed 
a  letter  from  1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon  Tice,  enclosing 
two  from  Surgeon  Longmore  of  the  19th  Regiment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  633. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir.  Camp,  Monastir,  2d  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  recept  of 
yours  of  the  30th  ultimo,  received  this  morning,  and 
beg  to  inform  you  that  the  indent  for  5,000  flannel  or 
cholera  belt  swas  receipted  by  IMr.  Harrington,  pur- 
veyor's clerk  in  charge,  and  forwarded  yesterday  to 
the  purveyor  at  Varna. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  non-arrival  of  my  letters  to 
you  regarding  the  cholera,  as  I  wrote  to  you  two 
letters  on  the  23d,  two  on  the  24tli,  one  on  the  25th, 
one  on  the  27th,  and  on  the  1st  Aug.,  and  all  the 
other  days  up  to  this  period  ;  certainly  one  hospital 
weekly  medical  state,  stating  the  actual  state,  was 
forwarded  daily,  and  occasionally  two. 

I  will,  however,  in  future  m'ite  to  you  daily  on  the 
subject.    2  p.m.,  I  have  just  returned  from  visitino- 
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the  marquees,  and  find  13  serious  cases,  viz.,  two 
old  cases  in  tlie  7tli  Regiment,  sinking  ;  two  new 
cases  in  tlae  19th,  but  most  likely  to  do  well  ;  two  in 
the  23d,  one  being  a  new  case  ;  two  in  the  33d;  two 
in  the  77th  ;  and  two  in  the  88th,  old  cases  ;  one  in 
the  Rifle  Brigade.  Two  officers  are  also  very  low, 
viz.,  Assistant  Surgeon  Jenkins,  23d  Fusiliers;  and 
Paymaster  Newbury,  Rifle  Brigade,  both  from 
cholera. 

I  regret  much  to  inform  you  that  Captain  Levingc, 
-Horse  Artillery,  being  unwell,  had  taken  himself  an 
overdose  of  laudanum,  and  was  found  this  morning  in 
a  comatose  state,  from  the  effects  of  Avhich  he  sank. 
Dr.  Grier  and  myself  saw  him  this  morning,  but  he 
was  then  past  recovery. 

The  monthly  returns  are  also  forwarded. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexajjder, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c.  ^  , 

P.S.  Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Captain  Levinge's 
death,  by  Dr.  Rudge,  as  also  that  of  Quartermaster 
Serjeant  of  the  23d  Fusiliers,  one  of  the  two  cases 
mentioned  above. 


Dr.  Hall  to  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander. 

Sir,  Varna,  2d  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two 
letters  of  the  30th  July,  which  reached  me  yesterday 
evening,  and  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  which 
came  to  hand  about  ten  o'clock  last  night. 

The  stores  you  are  in  want  of  were  despatched  from 
this  at  daylight  on  the  31st  July,  together  with  5,000 
cholera  belts,  and  ought,  I  think,  to  have  reached 
your  camp  before  the  date  of  your  last  letter,  or,  at 
all  events,  I  hope  they  did  soon  after,  as  they  were 
sent  from  this  with  an  escort.  If  they  have  not  reached 
you,  be  good  enough  to  let  me  know  at  once,  that 
inquiry  may  be  made  about  them. 

Lord  Raglan  is  anxious  about  the  progress  of  the 
cholera;  and  as  your  reports  have  been  hitherto  so 
irregular  and  unconnected,  I  have  been  unable  to 
draw  up  a  satisfactory  report  for  him  concerning 
Devna  and  Monastir.  Indeed,  his  information  through 
Brigadier-General  Airey  is  much  more  precise  and 
accurate  than  any  I  have  received  from  you. 

You  will,  therefore,  be  good  enough  to  furnish  me 
with  a  daily  state  of  cholera  in  the  Light  Division, 
stating  the  number  remained,  admitted,  and  died  in 
each  corps.  The  names  and  corps  of  those  who  die 
you  will  insert  on  the  back  of  the  state. 

I  should  also  wish  to  know  how  many  of  the  men 
who  have  died  contracted  the  disease  at  Devna ;  and 
how  many  have  been  taken  ill  and  died  since  the 
division  moved  to  Monastir.  I  have  been  called  on 
for  statements  to  be  sent  home  by  the  two  last  packets, 
and  the  unconnected  nature  of  your  information  has 
embarrassed  me  considerably. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  Hall, 
Dr.  Alexander,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S.  11  a.m.  Since  the  above  was  written  I  have 
received  your  second  letter  and  memorandum  of  the 
31st,  with  enclosed  death  reports  of  seven  men. 

(Signed)       J.  H. 


No.  634. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Monastir, 
Sir,  7-|  p.m.,  3d  August  1854. 

I  REGRET  to  have  to  inform  you  of  the  appear- 
ance of  cholera  among  the  Artillery  (hitherto  exempt 
from  it).  Two  cases  of  severe  diarrhoea  were  reported 
last  evening  to  have  been  admitted,  but  one  soon 
changed  to  cholera,  and  died  at  5  a.m.  this  day.  I  have 
mentioned  the  circumstance  to  General  Airey,  and 


the  propriety  of  their  being  removed  to  a  fresh  camp- 
ing ground.  I  would  feel  greatly  obliged  by  your 
desiring  the  purveyor  to  forward  immediately  the 
requisitions  for  medical  comforts  applied  for  on  the 
28th  and  31st  ultimo,  as  those  received  on  the  1st 
instant  will  soon  be  expended. 

I  \lA\Q,  &c. 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander. 
i^i--  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S.  I  regret  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Assis- 
tant Surgeon  Jenkins,  23d  Regiment.  The  report  is 
enclosed. 

Paymaster  Newbury  is  also  very  low.  A  return 
of  cholera  and  diarrhcKa  is  also  enclosed. 


No.  635. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Monastir, 
Shj,  8  A.M.  4th  August  1854, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  six  new 
cases  of  cholera  have  been  admitted  during  the  night, 
one  in  the  19th,  two  in  the  33d,  one  in  the  77th,  and 
two  in  the  88th  Regiment.  Two  deaths  have  also 
occurred  since  last  report.    The  reports  are  enclosed. 

Paymaster  Newbury,  Rifle  Brigade,  is  stated  to 
be  in  a  very  feeble  state. 

I  would  feel  greatly  obliged  by  your  sending  out 
the  servants  asked  for  from  the  pensioners,  as  we 
are  much  in  want  of  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

No.  636. 
(Mem.) 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Airey. 

Camp,  Monastir,  4th  August  1854. 
RecoSimended  that  the  33d  Regiment  should  be 
moved  from  their  present  camping  ground  to  a  new 
one,  as  the  diarrhoea  cases  are  assuming  a  choleraic 
character. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
General  Airey.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


Dr.  Hall  to  Staff'  Surgeon  Alexander. 

Sir,  Varna,  4th  August  1844. 

I  have  given  instructions  to  the  purveyor  to 
comply  with  your  requisition  so  far  as  the  store  will 
admit  of  it,  but  the  unexpected  demand  and  lavish 
use  of  some  articles,  arrowroot  in  particular,  has 
exhausted  the  stock  sant  out  from  England  and  all 
the  purveyor  could  procure  here,  but  I  have  indented 
on  England  for  more,  and  have  sent  orders  down  to 
Scutari  to  purchase  the  article  in  Constantinople,  if 
any  can  be  procured  there. 

I  see  in  your  answers  to  Brigadier  Airey's  queries 
you  state  that  a  demand  was  made  on  the  28th  for 
medical  comforts  ;  it  has  never  come  to  hand  ; 
another  on  the  31st.  I  find  that  two  confused  docu- 
ments, partly  repetitions  of  each  other,  were  sent  in 
by  Purveyor's  Clerk  Harrington  to  Purveyor  Tucker, 
which  is  irregular,  as  all  demands  for  stores  should 
come  through  you  to  me,  and  then  they  would  be 
sure  to  meet  with  attention.  The  requisition  you 
state  to  have  been  made  on  the  1st  of  August  has 
never  reached  its  destination  any  more  than  the  one 
of  the  28th  July  ;  that  of  the  2d  August  for  2,000 
cholera  belts  I  have  approved  of.  I  have  no  wish  to 
withhold  anything  that  the  public  stores  contain  either 
from  the  Light  or  any  other  Division.  Why  should 
I?  and  I  mention  the  above  particulars  to  point  out 
to  you  how  necessary  it  is  for  you  to  be  precise  as  to 
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dates  and  facts  when  you  forwai'd  complaints  and  state- 
ments to  be  laid  before  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

I  have,  85c. 
(Signed)       John  HalL, 
Dr.  Alexander,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  637. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

SiKj  Camp,  Monastir,  oth  August  1854. 

I  HAVK  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yours  of  the  2d  instant,  yesterday,  and  herewith 
enclose  to  you  a  return  of  the  admissions  and  deaths 
in  each  corps  since  the  outbreak  of  cholera  up  to  last 
night,  as  also  another  return  showing  the  number 
attacked  and  who  died  at  Devna,  as  also  those  at 
Monastir. 

As  regai'ds  the  reports  fi'om  General  Airey  to  Lord 
Raglan,  I  give  the  former  the  same  twice  in  the  day; 
and  had  I  been  aware  that  you  wished  for  more  informa- 
tion than  what  I  forwarded  to  you,  copies  of  those  to 
Lord  Raglan  would  have  been  also  sent  to  you;  but  as 
I  never  heard  from  you  from  the  breaking  out  of  the 
cholera,  viz.,  9  p.m.  22d  ultimo,  until  I  received  yours 
of  the  30th  ultimo  on  the  2d  instant,  I  conceived 
that  those  forwarded  to  you  were  satisfactory. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c,  &c. 


No.  638. 

Staff'  Surgeon.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

SiK,  Camp,  Monastir,  oth  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  our  brandy, 
port  wine,  arrowroot,  and  essence  of  beef  are  all  ex- 
pended, and  that  T  would  feel  greatly  obliged  bj' your 
desiring  the  requisitions  forAvarded  from  this  on  the 
28th,  31st,  1st,  and  2d,  instant,  being  sent  out  imme- 
diately, as  the  aliove  arc  urgently  required. 

[  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  639. 

Staff"  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Assistant  Adjutant 
General,  Light  Division. 
Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  6th  August  1854. 

Having  forwarded  the  several  documents  herewith 
returned  on  the  subject  of  bread,  I  have  the  honour 
to  inform  you  that  I  not  only  consider  the  bread 
to  be  very  badly  baked,  but  also  that  the  material 
of  which  it  is  composed  to  be  of  an  inferior  quality, 
very  innutritions,  and  capable  of  engendering  and 
keeping  up  irritation  of  the  bowels,  more  particularly 
at  the  present  period. 

I  consider  good  bread  to  be  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance in  maintaining  an  efficient  state  of  health,  and 
cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  your  notice  the 
necessity  of  every  attention  being  paid  to  the  healthy 
and  nutritious  dieting  of  the  troops  during  the  present 
epidemic. 

I  have  also  lieen  informed  that  many  of  the  men 
are  in  the  hal)it  of  purchasing  bread  and  throwing 
away  that  issued  l)y  the  Connnissariat. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Assist.  Adjt.  General,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.     '  &c. 


No.  640. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Assistant  Adjutant 
General,  lAght  Division. 

Camp,  Monastir, 
Sir,  4i  p.m.  6th  August  1854. 

I  REGRET  to  have  to  report  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  General  Commanding  the  division. 


that  a  case  of  cholera  has  just  been  reported  among 
the  Sappers  and  Miners. 

I  have,  85c. 
(Signed)       T.  ALEXAifDER. 
Assist.  Adjt.  General.  iStaff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  641. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  7th  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  4th  inst.,  received  this  morning,  re- 
garding the  requisitions  of  the  28th,  31st,  and  1st 
inst.,  for  medical  comforts  ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint 
you  that  early  one  morning,  Avhile  dressing.  Captain 
Nolan,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Airey,  brought  me 
the  queries  to  answer  at  once.  I  replied  I  could  not 
until  I  inquired  of  Mr.  Harrington,  purveyor's  clerk 
in  charge,  when  they  had  been  forwarded. 

Having  done  so,  I  wrote  down  the  dates  as  given 
by  Mr.  H.,  and  gave  them  to  the  General,  and  I 
herewith  enclose  to  you  the  dates  of  the  requisitions 
Avhich  were  forwarded,  signed  by  Mr.  Harrington. 

With  regard  to  the  last  paragraph  in  your  letter, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  no  one,  either  in  the  ser- 
vice or  out  of  it,  is  more  precise  or  particular 
regarding  dates  and  facts  than  myself. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  8cc. 


Dr.  Hall  to  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander . 

Sir,  Varna,  7th  August,  1854. 

In  rejjly  to  your  letter  of  the  5tli  inst.,  I  have 
the  honour  to  inform  you  that  your  requisitions  of 
the  31st  ult.  and  2d  inst.  were  complied  with  as  the 
store  would  admit ;  but  I  repeat  what  I  stated  to 
you  before,  that  no  requisition  dated  28th  July  and 
1st  August  have  ever  reached  this  ;  and  as  you  jjer- 
sist  in  repeating  the  statement,  I  request  that  dupli- 
cates of  them  may  be  forwarded  under  cover  to  me. 

Your  demand  for  essence  of  beef  amounts  to  almost 
the  whole  supply  originally  sent  from  England  ;  but 
surely  with  the  command  of  fresh  beef  on  the  spot,  and 
poultry,  you  can  be  at  no  loss  to  provide  chicken 
soup  in  any  quantity  you  require  for  the  use  of  the 
sick. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Alexander,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals 

&c.  &c. 


Dr.  Hall  to  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander. 

Sir,  Varna,  8th  August  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th,  reporting  the 
sickness  of  Assistant  Surgeons  Allanson  and  Rudge, 
and  Surgeon  Moore,  88th  Regiment,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  have  no  person  at  present  that  I  can  send,  for 
what  with  cholera  and  sickness,  most  of  the  divisions 
are  nearly  in  as  great  want  as  yourselves. 

I  have  approved  of  your  recjuisition,  but  I  fear  you 
will  not  be  aide  to  obtain  anything  like  the  quantity 
of  arrowroot  you  have  demanded,  for  not  only  has  all 
we  had  in  store  been  issued,  but  every  ounce  that 
can  be  purchased  here. 

I  have  sent  home  for  more  to  be  sent  out,  and  to 
Constantinople  to  })urcliase  what  is  to  be  obtained 
there. 

I  see  you  indent  for  essence  of  l^eef.  The  supply 
was  originally  small,  and  new  preparation  sent  out 
on  trial  ;  but  you  surely  cannot  be  in  want  of  this 
particular  article  when  you  have  the  command  of 
fresh  meat  and  poultry.   Essence  of  beef  was  intended 
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for  use  on  board  sliip,  or  in  situations  where  fresh 
meat  could  not  be  procured. 

You  did  not  send  in  your  montlily  return  of  me- 
dical staff  to  the  31st  Jnly.  Let  me  have  it  as  soon 
as  you  can  if  you  please. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Alexander,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  642. 

Staff  Stir y eon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Monastir, 
Sir,  5  p.m.  9th  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Royal 
Artillery  moved  yesterday  to  new  camping  ground, 
as  also  the  77th  Regiment  this  day. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  tliat  four  more  deaths  have 
taken  place  since  the  morning  state  was  forwarded 
to  you,  viz.,  three  of  cholera — one  in  the  33rd,  one 
in  the  88th,  and  one  in  the  Rifle  Brigade  ;  also  one 
from  fever  in  the  77th  Regiment.  Colonel  Sullivan 
is  now  sufJ'ering  from  fever,  and  Mr.  Barlee,  Com- 
missariat, had  an  attack  of  cholera  this  morning,  but 
he  is  at  present  progressing  favourably. 

Enclosed  is  a  return  of  deaths  from  cholera  up  to 
the  present  time. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  643. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Mr.  Harrington. 

Camp,  Monastir. 
Sir,  3  p.m.  10th  August,  1854. 

HAnNG  just  now  received  a  letter  dated  7th 
,  August  from  Dr.  Hall,  requesting  that  duplicates  of 
the   requisitions  dated   28th  July  and  1st  August 
may  be  forwarded  to  him, 

I  haA'e  the  honour  to  request  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  furnish  me  with  the  same,  so  that  I  might 
forward  them  to  Dr.  Hall. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Mr.  Harrington,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  644. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Monastir, 
Sir,  5  p.m.,  10th  August,  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  7th 
and  19th  Regiments  have  this  day  taken  uj)  fresh 
camping  ground. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  to  you  that  one,  the 
23rd  Regiment,  has  been  carried  off  by  cholera  since 
mj  morning  state  to  you,  in  8-^  hours. 

Enclosed  is  the  death  report.  There  are  also  two 
serious  cases  in  the  Rifle  Brigade,  and  one  in  the 
Royal  Artillery,  also  one  in  the  Engineers. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall.  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  645. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Airey. 

Sm,  Camp,  Monastir,  11th  August,  1854. 

As  the  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals  has,  in 
his  letter  to  me  of  the  4th  inst.,  stated  that  I  for- 
warded complaints  and  statements  to  be  laid  before 
the  Commander  in  Chief, 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  I  at  any  time  made  any 
complaint  to  you  to  be  laid  before  the  Commander-in- 
Cliief  respecting  medical  comforts. 


You  may  recollect  sending  your  aide-de-camp, 
Captain  Nolan,  early  one  morning  with  certain 
queries  to  be  answered  by  me,  when  I  told  him  I 
could  not  do  so  then,  until  I  inquired  of  Mr.  Har- 
rington, purveyor's  clerk  in  charge,  the  precise  dates 
when  they  had  been  sent  off,  and  when  going  thither 
for  that  purpose  you  called  me  back,  when  I  gave 
you  the  same  answer  as  to  Captain  Nolan. 

Having  seen  Mr.  H.  and  written  down  the  dates 
as  given  to  me  by  him  when  he  had  forwarded 
requisitions  on  my  return,  I  handed  the  same  to 
you. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
General  Airey,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


General  Airey  to  Staff  Surgeon  Alexander. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  14th  August  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  dated  11th  inst.,  requesting  to  be  in- 
formed whether  you  had  ever  forwarded  complaints 
and  statements  to  be  laid  before  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  this 
means.  All  I  know  is,  that  when  the  prevailing  epi- 
demic was  at  its  height,  I  sent  my  aide-de  camp, 
Captain  Nolan,  to  you  to  know  how  the  division  was 
off  for  medical  comforts,  Avhich  I  found  to  be  by  no 
means  what  it  ought  to  be. 

I  sent  for  the  dates  of  the  requisitions  which  had 
been  sent  in  to  head  quarters.  I  found  that  appa- 
rently very  unnecessary  delay  had  taken  place  in 
meeting  the  requisitions  which  you  had  very  regu- 
larly and  very  properly  sent  in,  and  which  circum- 
stance I  lost  no  time  in  submitting  to  the  military 
secretary  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  I  shall 
take  very  good  care  to  do  the  same  whenever  the 
necessities  of  the  troops  under  my  command  or  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  appear  to  me  to  make  it 
desirable  that  I  should  do  so. 

I  think  it  right  to  add  that,  owing  to  the  pre- 
cautions adopted  by  you  and  the  provisions  that  you 
made,  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  assist  the  2nd 
Division  in  a  small  degree  with  medical  comforts 
which  they  urgently  required  ;  and  only  yester- 
day a  trooper  came  in  from  the  medical  officer  of 
the  5th  Dragoon  Guards  entreating  aid,  they  like- 
wise appearing  to  be  without  the  necessary  medicines, 
which,  to  a  limited  extent,  I  felt  compelled  to  afford 
them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Richard  Airey, 

Brigadier  Gen.  Commanding 
Staff  Surgeon  Alexander,         Light  Division. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  646. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  11th  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  7th  inst.,  and  having  called  officially 
on  Mr.  Harrington  for  duplicates  of  the  requisitions 
of  the  28th  ult.  and  1st  inst.,  as  desired  by  you, 

I  beg  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosures,  which, 
along  with  my  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  I  trust  you  will 
deem  the  same  satisfactory. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  647. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 
Sir,  Camp,  Monastir,  13th  August  1854. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  to  you  the  death  of 
Captain  Dilke  from   cholera  yesterday.     He  was 
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admitted  under  treatment  with  diarrhoea  on  the  8th 
inst. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon  Lst  Class, 

&c.  &c. 


No.  648. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hull. 
Sir,  Camp  Monaster,  13th  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  tliat  you  would 
be  pleased  to  desire  the  medicines  to  be  forwarded  to 
us,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  which  Mr.  Green 
applied  for  on  the  5th  inst.,  as  we  are  much  in  want 
of  many  of  them,  and  more  so  now,  as  1  have  had 
this  day  to  issue  to  the  Cavalry  Brigade  several  of 
those  most  in  request  at  ])resent,  as  Dr.  O'Flaherty 
has  written  to  me  stating  they  "  are  completely  run 
out  of  everything,"  and  wished  a  supply,  which  I 
complied  with  as  far  as  my  limited  stores  would 
admit  of. 

I  have,  he. 
(Signed)       T.  Alkxaxdek, 
Dr.  Hall,  StalF  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


Sir,  13th  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  your 
requisition  for  medicine  has  been  ready  for  two  or 
three  days,  but  as  it  is  not  a  load  for  an  arabat,  we 
have  no  means  of  sending  it  out. 

Could  you  not  order  in  one  of  the  bat  horses,  with 
panniers,  which  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  carry  it  ? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander, 
&c.  &c. 


Sir,  Varna,  14th  August  1854. 

I  AVROTE  to  you  yesterday  informing  you  that 
your  medicines  were  ready,  and  requesting  you  to 
send  in  a  horse  and  panniers  for  them.  When  the 
package  is  small  an  arabat  and  escort  is  hardly  re- 
quired, and  Mr.  Mcintosh  sometimes  experiences 
difficulties  in  getting  medicines  forwarded  to  their 
destination. 

We  have  had  some  rice  ground  as  a  sul)stitute  for 
sago,  and  to-day  I  have  heard  of  the  arrival  of  a 
small  quantity  of  arrowroot,  but  there  is  so  much 
swell  in  the  bay  I  fear  they  will  not  be  able  to  get  it 
ashore  this  afternoon. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        John  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Staff  Surgeon  Alexander, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  649. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp  Monaster,  16th  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  13th  and  14th  inst.,  Avitli  enclosures, 
and  I  will  at  once  have  a  pack-horse  sent  off  tor  the^ 
medicines,  as  we  are  out  of  all  the  preparations  of 
opium,  and  medical  officers  are  continually  making 
demands  for  them.  So  I  will  feel  obliged  by  your 
desiring  the  same  to  l)e  forwarded  at  once  by  the 
pack-horse. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  650. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  Monastir, 
Sir,  17  th  August  1854. 

Having  forwarded  to  you  last  evening  a  requi- 
sition for  medical  comforts  recommended  by  me, 
I  have  this  day  sent  in  a  pack-horse  with  panniers 
for  the  same,  and  will  feel  obliged  by  your  desiring 
tlie  same  to  be  forwarded  per  bearer  to  us  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


Sir,  Varna,  18th  August  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  in 
whicli  you  state,  that  you  had  forwarded  to  me  a  requi- 
sition the  ])revious  evening,  I  beg  to  say,  that  I  have 
not  received  it,  but  yesterday  there  being  an  arabat, 
for  the  conveyance  of  some  medicines,  I  directed 
Mr.  Fluker  to  send  you  some  wine,  brandy,  and 
ground  rice,  and  to-day  I  have  instructed  him  forward 
to  you  a  small  supply  of  arrowroot  and  sago  by  the 
bat  horse  and  panniers. 

I  cannot  make  out  Avhy  your  letters  and  requisi- 
tions should  so  frequently  be  mislaid  and  delayed. 

Have  you  no  regular  means  of  transmitting  letters 
from  the  light  division  ?  because  it  would  be  better  to 
trust  to  that  than  to  give  them  to  private  indivi- 
duals. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Staff  Surgeon  Alexander,        Ins.  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  651. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  Monastir, 
Sir,  19th  August  1854. 

In  reply  to  yours  of  the  18th  instant,  received 
this  morning,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  requisi- 
tion in  question  was  posted  by  the  regular  mail  from 
this  on  the  16th  instant  ;  that  I  gave  the  same  to  the 
corporal,  and  saw  him  take  it. 

Endorsed  is  a  copy  of  the  same.  I  ha,ve  also  to 
inform  you  that  the  araba,  witii  some  few  medicines 
and  comforts,  arrived  here  at  4  p.  m.  yesterday,  and 
that  the  medical  otHcers  here  have  complained,  and 
justly,  at  being  out  of  the  medicines  required  hourly 
for  the  treatment  of  the  jjresent  epidemic,  caused  by 
the  unnecessary  delay  in  the  transmission  of  the  same 
from  Varna. 

The  requisition  being  dated  5th  August,  and  sent 
early  from  this  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  and 
approved  by  you  on  the  7th,  and  yet  they  only 
arrived  at  4  p.m.  of  the  18th  inst.  Surely  the  Com- 
missariat would  furnish  a  mule  and  cart  if  requested 
for  the  rapid  conveyance  of  medical  comforts  and  medi- 
cines during  the  present  epidemic. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S. — Enclosed  are  the  proceedings  of  a  Board  of 
Survey  on  the  Medical  Comforts  received  yesterday 
per  araba. 

(Signed)        T.  A. 


No.  652. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  Monastir, 
Sir,  21st  August  1854. 

Having  mentioned  to  Colonel  Aircy  yesterday, 
who  nninagcs  the  post  here,  your  statement  regarding 
the  miscarriage  of  my  letters,  he  examined  some  of 
the  bags  this  morning,  and,  much  to  his  surprise, 
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found  one  directed  to  you  from  me,  which  he  brought 
to  my  tent  this  morning,  and  on  opening  it  in  his 
presence  I  found  it  dated  16th  instant,  namely, 
cholera  state,  and  some  death  reports. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  653. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  Monastir, 
Sir,  22d  August  1854. 

As  you  will  have  seen,  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Survey  on  Medical  Comforts  forwarded  from 
this  on  the  19th  instant,  that  the  port  wine  had 
arrived,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  we 
have  now  only  two  bottles  remaining,  and  will  feel 
obliged  by  your  desiring  the  requisition  forwarded 
this  day  for  the  same  to  be  sent  out  to  us  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

As  medical  officers  have  latterly  been  requiring 
bottled  porter,  and  purchasing  the  same  from  the 
canteens  at  2s.  per  bottle,  would  it  not  be  advisable 
to  have  a  supply  sent  out  at  once  ? 

I  have  accordingly  desired  Mr.  Harrington  to 
forward  a  requisition  for  the  same,  which  is  enclosed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  ALEx.-mDER, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S. — Enclosed  is  report  of  all  the  deaths  from 
cholera  up  to  12  p.m.  of  the  21st  instant. 

(Signed)       T.  A. 

Sir,  Varna,  24th  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
directed  the  Purveyor  to  put  up  and  forw.ard  to  you 
the  medical  comforts  demanded  in  your  requisitions 
of  the  16th,  21st,  and  22d  instant. 

It  was  an  oversight  of  the  Purveyor's  that  you  did 
not  receive  the  port  wine  which  I  directed  him  to 
forward  along  with  the  medicines  the  other  day  in 
anticipation,  as  I  thought  of  your  wants. 

I  have  sent  the  porter  as  you  demanded  it,  but  it 
has  not  been  found  to  answer  well  by  others  v/ho 
have  tried  it  as  a  restorative  after  cholera. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Staff  Surgeon  Alexander,        Ins.  Gen,  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  654. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 
(Memorandum.) 

Camp  Monaster, 
26th  August  1854. 
One  death  from  cholera  since  the  return  of  the 
25tli  instant,  viz.,  Private  A.  Habden,  7th  Fusileers  ; 
admitted  19th  August,  died  25th  ;  duration  of  disease 
seven  days  and  eight  hours.  No  morning  states  as  yet 
received,  as  the  division  marches  en  route  to  Varna. 
We  bring  all  our  sick  with  us. 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  655. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  2d  October  1854. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  cholera  still  con- 
tinues in  the  Light  Division,  three  deaths  having 
occurred  since  yesterday,  and  there  being  still  eight 
cases  under  treatment.  As  the  nights  are  now 
cold,  and  we  have  have  taken  up  our  position,  I  would 
feel  obliged  by  your  l^ringing  to  the  notice  of  the 


Commander-in-Chief  the  propriety,  nay,  the  necessity, 
of  the  tents  being  provided  for  the  men,  as  I  fear 
without  them  our  force  will  soon  suffer  much. 

Enclosed  is  the  return  of  killed  and  wounded 
according  to  the  form  forwarded. 

Regimental  Surgeons  state  that  they  are  unable  to 
give  the  return  of  wounded  according  regions,  as 
also  the  operations  performed,  having  been  so  much 
engaged  attending  to  the  wounded. 

The  above  return  might  be  obtained  perhaps  with 
little  difficulty  from  Scutari,  whither  all  the  sick 
were  transported. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  ■  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S. — I  had,  at  our  last  camping  ground,  got  a 
house  cleared  out  for  a  hospital,  but  Ave  were  imme- 
diately ordered  off.  We  arrived  here  yesterday,  and 
I  have  got  a  small  house,  which,  when  cleaned,  will 
hold  some  twenty  patients  or  so. 

(Signed)       T.  A. 


No.  656. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  11th  November  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  all  the  hospital  marquees 
belonging  to  the  Light  Division  were  left  on  board  the 
transports  when  we  landed  in  the  Crimea,  there  being 
(as  you  are  aware)  only  one  pack-horse  for  the 
panniers  allowed, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.,  &c. 


No,  657. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Lt.-Col." Sullivan. 

Camp  above  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  4th  November  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  General  Com- 
manding the  Division  the  necessity  of  another  blanket 
being  issued  to  all  the  men  of  the  division,  the  nights 
now  being  very  cold,  and  the  jH-esent  blanket  old, 
thin,  and  unfit  to  afford  sufficient  warmth. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Lt.-CoL  Sullivan,  Staff  Surgeon,  1  st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  658. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Lt.-Col.  Sullivan. 

Camp  above  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  24th  November  1854. 

Having  written  to  you  officially  on  the  4th  instant, 
recommending  that  you  would  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  General  Commanding  the  Division  the  necessity 
of  another  blanket  being  issued  to  each  man  of  the 
division,  the  one  in  use  being  old  and  worn,  &c., 
and  as  such  has  not  yet  been  complied  with,  I  have 
again  the  honour  to  request  that  you  would  urge 
most  strongly  the  necessity  of  the  second  blanket 
being  issued  at  once,  as  the  men  are  now  suffering 
much  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  there 
is  at  present  much  sickness  attributable  to  the  cold 
and  exposure,  &c. 

I  beg  also  to  recommend  that  camp  kettles  be 
issued  to  the  men  of  the  division,  as  well  as  a  supply 
of  wood  for  cooking  ;  and  were  large  cooking  places 
erected  the  consumption  of  the  fuel  Avould  be  less, 
and  hot  meals  could  be  more  easily  obtained,  than  at 
present. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Lt.-Col.  Sullivan,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  659, 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  above  Sebastopol, 
Sir,         ■  26th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  for  your  information 
the  deaths  of  two  men  of  the  7  th  Fusileers  from 
exposure  in  the  trenches  ;  and,  as  many  men  are 
brought  in  from  the  trenches  suffering  much  from 
cold,  &c.,  I  beg  to  recommend  that  buildings  be  erected 
at  once  for  hospitals,  and  cooking  places,  for  the  more 
etfectual  treatment  of  the  sick,  as  also  that  huts  and 
cooking  places  be  erected  for  the  soldier,  along  Avitli 
an  issue  of  wood  for  cooking,  so  that  hot  meals 
could  be  more  easily  obtained  by  the  men  than  at 
present. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alkxander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  660. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Codrington. 

Camp  above  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  26th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  lionour  to  report  for  your  informa- 
tion that  two  men  of  the  7th  Fusileers  were  reported 
•as  having  died  from  exposure  in  the  trenches  on  the 
24th  instant,  one  in  eleven  and  the  other  in  thirteen 
hours;  and  as  many  men  are  now  brought  in  from  tlie 
trenches  suffering  much  from  exposure  and  cokl,  I 
beg  to  recoumiend  most  strongly  that  immediate  steps 
be  taken  to  have  some  buildings  for  hospitals  and 
cooking  places  erected  at  once  for  the  more  effectual 
treatment  of  the  sick,  &c.,  and  also  that  huts  for  the 
men,  and  kitchens,  be  erected.  I  may  also  add,  that 
it  has  been  reported  to  me  that  in  one  regiment  the 
men  are  badly  off  for  l)Oots,  shirts,  and  warm  clothing, 
all  which  must  tend  to  produce  the  great  increase  of 
sickness  in  the  division;  and  if  steps  are  not  imme- 
diately taken  to  remedy  the  above  wants  of  the 
soldier  I  fear  the  sickness  Avill  increase,  and  the 
mortality  be  great.  I  trust  the  extra  blanket  recom- 
mended by  me  to  be  issued  to  each  soldier  in  my 
letters  of  the  4th  and  24tli  instant,  as  Avell  as  the 
supply  of  wood  for  cooking,  cooking  places,  &c.,  will 
be  complied  with. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alex.vxder, 
General  Codrington,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  661. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  above  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  28th  November  1854. 

I  REGRET  much  to  inform  you  that  thirteen  deaths 
have  occurred  from  cholera  since  my  last  morning's 
report;  viz.,  five  in  the  19th  regiment,  four  in  the  23d 
regiment,  two  in  7tli  regiment,  and  one  in  the  88th 
regiment. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  Surgeon  Longmore,  19th  regi- 
ment, which  will  show  you  how  the  men  will  suffer 
unless  some  means  are  taken  to  protect  them  against 
the  cold,  &c.,  as  well  as  the  means  of  obtaining  hot 
meals,  and  having  their  jjrovisions  cooked. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  662. 

Stuff"  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Codrington. 
Sir,  Camp,  29th  November  1854. 

I  REGRET  much  to  havc  to  inform  you  that  thirteen 
deaths  have  occurred  from  cholera  since  yesterday 
morning,  and  I  fear  much  thnt  the  mortality  will 
increase  unless  prompt  measures  are  taken  to  protect 
the  men  from  such  exposure,  as  well  as  providing 


them  with  the  means  of  procuring  hot  meals,  and 
having  their  food  properly  cooked. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
General  Codrington,  Staff  Surgeon,  Ist  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  663. 

Staff'  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  above  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  2d  December  1854. 

The  requisition  for  medicines  for  the  Light 
Division,  approved  of  by  you  some  days  since,  was, 
in  some  measure,  complied  with  last  night.  Plowever 
several  important  medicines  were  not  forwarded,  and 
of  pulv.  opii  and  calomel  only  four  ounces  of  each, 
with  a  sick  list  of  636,  of  cholera,  dysentry, 
diarrhoja,  and  fevers,  &c.,  which  is  about  one  dose  of 
three  gi-ains  of  each  of  these  two  medicines  to  each 
patient. 

With  such  a  supply  as  the  above  it  surely  cannot 
be  expected  that  medical  officers  can  do  justice  to 
their  patients,  much  less  cure  them ;  and  as  there 
must  be  ample  supplies  in  Balaklava,  from  the  fact 
that  steamers  are  continually  plying  between  Scutari 
and  that  place, 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  desire  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the 
medicines  to  furnish  the  full  amount  of  the  requi- 
sition. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alex.vnder, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

No.  664. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Codrington. 

Camp  above  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  4th  December  1854. 

As  the  sick  list  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  there 
is  great  mortality  at  present  among  the  troops,  attri- 
butable to  the  exposure,  want  of  huts,  cooking  places, 
fuel,  &c.,  I  have  again  the  honour  to  request  that 
you  would  urge  upon  the  authorities  the  imperative 
necessity  of  an  extra  blanket  being  issued  to  each 
soldier  in  the  division,  as  well  as  that  something  be 
at  once  done  in  the  shape  of  hutting,  cooking  places, 
fuel,  &c.,  as  the  soldier  now,  being  without  fuel,  has 
to  consume  his  miserable  rations  half  raw.  Unless 
some  such  precautions  are  soon  taken  to  remedy  the 
above  evils  I  fear  the  present  army  will  soon  be 
rendered  totally  inefficient. 

I  would  also  strongly  recommend  that  you  Avould 
endeavour  to  obtain  for  the  hospitals  an  issue  of  fuel 
or  charcoal,  so  that  something  hot  may  be  obtained 
for  the  poor  sick  soldiers  now  lying  in  the  hospitals, 
marquees,  and  tents,  as  well  as  for  those  brought  in 
almost  in  a  state  of  collapse  from  wet  and  cold  in  the 
trenches. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
General  Codrington,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  665. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  above  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  4th  December  1854. 

As  you  will  obsei've  from  our  morning  states 
that  our  sick  list  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  that  there 
is  great  mortality  in  the  division,  chiefly  attributable 
to  exposure  to  cold  and  Avet  in  the  trenches,  insuffi- 
cient clothing,  want  of  cooking  utensils,  kitchens, 
also  fuel,  the  men  consequently  eating  their  miserable 
rations  half  raw, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this 
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day  written  to  General  Codrington  on  tlie  above 
subject,  and  would  feel  greatly  obliged  by  your  urging 
upon  the  authorities  the  absolute  necessity  of  some- 
thing being  at  once  done  to  remedy  the  above  evils. 

The  extra  blanket,  which  I  recommended  on  the 
4th  instant,  besides  several  times  since  then,  has 
never  yet  been  issued,  and  I  fear  unless  something 
is  done  the  present  army  ere  long  will  be  rendered 
ineffective. 

I  would  also  strongly  recommend  that  some  fuel  or 
charcoal  be  issued  for  the  use  of  the  hospital,  so  as  to 
enable  something  hot  to  be  obtained  for  the  sick  now 
lying  in  the  hospital,  marquees,  tents,  &c.,  as  well  as 
for  those  who  are  occasionally  brought  in  almost  in  a 
state  of  collapse  from  the  exposure  to  cold  and  Avet  in 
the  trenches. 


I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)     T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

SiE,  5th  December  1854. 


The  position  you  draw  of  the  condition  of  the 
men  is  a  melancholy,  but  I  fear  too  true  a  one.  By 
yesterday's  orders  you  will  observe  that  fuel  and 
lights  are  to  be  issued  to  the  troops,  which  is  one 
point  gained.  Plow  is  it  that  tlie  Light  Division 
has  not  got  its  proportion  of  tlie  blankets  and  warm 
clothing  brought  out  in  the  "Jura,"  on  account  of 
the  Quartermaster  General's  department,  for  dis- 
tribution to  the  army.  A  large  quantity  of  warm 
clothing  is  on  its  way  out  from  England,  and  I  under- 
stand huts  for  the  men,  but  they  ought  to  have  been 
here  at  the  beginning  of  October  to  have  been  bene- 
ficial. Now  the  cold  will  be  on  us,  as  the  rain  has 
already  overtaken  us,  before  their  arrival.  We  are 
going  to  get  the  loan  of  the  French  ambulance  to 
assist  us  in  removing  our  sick  down  to  Balaklava  ;  a 
humiliating  position  to  be  placed  in  I  must  admit,  but 
as  relief  is  now  of  the  most  vital  importance  we  shall 
be  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  it. 

It  is  not  for  Avant  of  representation  matters  are  as 
they  are  at  present,  I  assure  you,  and  I  am  glad  you 
have  represented  it  to  General  Codrington.  The 
duty  is  too  severe  for  any  human  being  to  bear  up 
against  for  any  length  of  time,  but  I  suppose  the 
effect  is  necessary  and  unavoidable  if  we  are  to 
retain  our  position  against  Sebastopol. 

I  send  3'ou  the  dispenser's  explanation  about  the 
calomel.  The  loss  of  the  "  Prince"  Avas  a  misfortune 
to  us,  and  will  require  time  to  remedy. 

I  have,  &c. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander,  (Signed)     John  Hall, 
&c.  &c.       Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  666. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  above  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  10th  December  1854. 

In  reply  to  yours  of  the  4th  instant,  requesting 
me  to  forward  a  monthly  summary  of  the  exciting 
causes  of  disease  in  the  Light  Division  for  the  month 
of  November,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I 
consider  the  folloAving  as  such  ;  viz.,  Avant  of  rest, 
harassing  and  continued  duties,  continual  exposure 
to  cold  and  Avet  in  the  trenches  and  on  picquets 
during  the  very  inclement  weather  (nearly  the  Avhole 
of  the  month  being  Avet),  insufficiently  nutritious  food 
from  the  Avant  of  fuel  to  cook  the  same,  insufficient 
clothing  (many  of  the  men  being  almost  bootless,  and 
in  rags)  and  having  only  one  miserable  Avorn-out 
blanket,  tents  not  affording  sufficient  protection  from 
the  Aveather,  they  being  for  several  days  full  of  mud. 
The  above  have  been  reported,  but  I  believe  neither 
fuel  nor  the  extra  blankets,  &c.  have  as  yet  been 
issued. 

That  the  duty  the  men  have  had  to  perform  Avas 
too  harassing  and  severe  is  pi-oved  by  the  folloAving 
facts: — 


In  the  7th  Fusileers,  men  were  in  the  trenches 
24  hours  without  relief  up  to  or  about  the  17th  instant. 

On  the  14th  two  companies  were  kept  in  picquet 
for  36  hours,  Avhen  of  course  no  cooking  took  place. 

In  the  19th  regiment,  taking  the  total  number  of 
hours  of  November,  viz.,  720,  304  have  been  passed 
by  the  men  either  on  duty,  in  the  trenches,  or  on 
picquet,  Avhich  is  ten  hours  daily  for  each  man, 
the  remaining  14  being  passed  in  bringing  water, 
seeking  for  fuel,  cooking,  and  other  duties,  &c. 

In  the  23d  Fusileers,  the  average  return  gives  to 
each  man  one  night  in  camp  and  one  on  duty  ;  many 
men  had,  hoAvever,  to  go  on  duty  Avith  their  companies 
tAvo  or  three  nights  running,  doing  24  hours  duty  to 
12  in  camp. 

In  the  33d  I'egiment,  the  men  on  an  average  were 
something  less  than  one  night  in  their  tents,  with 
water  and  fuel  fatigues,  Avhen  off'  duty.  They  are  in 
consequence  Aveak  and  Avasted  from  the  incessant  and 
severe  duty. 

In  the  77th  regiment,  the  men  Avere  either  in  the 
trenches  or  on  outlying  picquets  every  second  night. 
On  the  intervening  days  guards,  besides  water  and 
fatigues,  &c. 

In  the  88th  regiment,  no  man  Avas  ever  more  than 
one  night  in  three  in  his  tent ;  Avas  12  hours  in  the 
trenches,  and  24  hours  on  picquet  ;  then  look  after 
wood  for  cooking  water,  &c. 

In  the  Rifle  Brigade,  the  right  Aving,  consisting  of 
four  companies,  furnished,  during  27  days  in  Novem- 
ber, 19  duties,  16  of  Avhich  Avere  night  duties,  ex- 
tending over  a  period  of  408  hours,  and  on  an  average 
2^  companies  on  duty  daily  of  15  hours'  duration  for 
the  27  days,  or  21^  hours  on  each  duty,  thus  showing 
an  average  of  9  hours  daily  ofi"  duty.  One  company 
Avas  5  out  of  6  nights  on  duty,  3  companies  7  out 
of  9. 

From  the  above  it  Avill  be  observed  Avhat  harassing 
duties  the  men  have  had  to  perform,  and  when  not  on 
duty  most  of  their  time  that  ought  to  have  been 
devoted  to  rest  Avas  spent  in  collecting  brushwood 
for  cooking,  Avater,  &c. 

Had  cooking  places  been  erected,  and  a  few  Aveakly 
men  told  off  for  cooks,  Avith  proper  cooking  utensils, 
fuel,  &c.,  so  that  men,  on  coming  from  the  trenches  or 
picquet,  cold  and  Avet,  could  have  had  at  once  some 
hot  coffee,  soup,  &c.,  they  Avould  have  been  enabled  to 
have  gone  to  their  tents  and  got  some  rest,  instead  of 
attempting  to  light  some  miserable  fire  to  make  a 
cup  of  coflee  or  cook  their  victuals.  The  consequence 
was,  that  in  many  instances  the  meat  Avas  eaten 
either  half  cooked  or  raw,  which  is  no  doubt  one  of 
the  principal  causes  of  so  many  being  on  the  sick  list 
from  affections  of  the  bowels. 

The  rations,  generally  speaking,  have  been  1  lb.  of 
fresh  meat  or  salt,  Avith  1  lb.  of  biscuit,  1  oz.  of 
coffee  (raAv)  being  in  the  green  state.  If  oz.  of  sugar, 
witli  rice  or  barley,  and  1  gill  of  rum  ;  but  I  believe 
rice  Avas  only  issued  four  days  and  barley  one  during 
the  month  ;  A^egetables  Avere  in  use  for  the  former 
portion  of  the  month,  as  Avell  as  the  meat  alternately 
fresh  and  salt,  but  for  the  latter  portions  it  was  salt, 
and  not  always  a  full  ration. 

As  regards  tents  being  a  sufficient  protection  against 
the  approaching  cold  season,  I  look  upon  them  as 
totally  insufficient,  and,  if  the  present  army  is  to  be 
kept  available  and  etficient,  huts  for  the  men,  with 
cooking  places,  ought  at  once  to  be  erected,  Avith  an 
issue  of  fuel  and  proper  cooking  utensils,  sufficiently 
Avarm  clothing  Avith  extra  blankets  (the  present  one 
being  nearly  useless),  and  less  harassing  duties. 

Should  the  above  not  at  once  be  acted  upon,  which 
I  have  several  times  previously  recommended,  I  fear, 
great  as  our  sick  list  and  mortality  are  at  present, 
that  both  Avill  soon  be  much  more  so,  and  our  army 
ere  long  be  rendered  totally  ineflective. 

I  haA'e,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)     T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
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A  FEW  practical  Suggestions  for  the  ensuing  Cam- 
paign as  regards  the  Medical  Department  in  the 
Field. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
loth  December  18.34. 

A  GREAT  deal  having  been  written  regarding  the 
-wants  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldier,  l>otli  in 
Bulgaria  and  in  the  Crimea,  after  the  battles  of  Alma, 
Inkermann,  8cc.,  and  the  blame  having  been  attempted 
to  be  placed  on  the  Medical  Department  : 

Having  been  in  tlie  field  in  medical  charge  of  the 
Liglit  Division  during  the  whole  of  the  present 
campaign,  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  zealous 
manner  the  medical  officers  of  that  division  performed 
their  arduous,  trying,  and  laborious  duties  under 
many  disadvantages,  both  in  Bulgaria  during  the 
ravages  of  cholera,  as  well  as  in  the  Crimea,  after 
the  battles  of  Alma,  Inkermann,  &c.: 

Having,  therefore,  had  some  experience  in  the  field 
during  the  late  Kaffir  Avar,  as  well  as  in  the  present 
campaign,  I  trust  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  of  my 
offering  a  few  suggestions,  which  (if  carried  out)  would 
I  think,  in  a  great  measure,  remedy,  if  not  wholly 
prevent,  any  mal-arrangements  in  a  future  cam])aign. 

The  grand  desideratum  of  the  iiresent  campaign 
has  been,  the  want  of  a  sufficient  and  separate  trans- 
port, in  the  shape  of  ambulances,  carts,  waggons,  &c. 
for  the  conveyance  of  sick  and  wounded,  men  falling 
out  on  tiie  march,  stores  of  medicines,  comforts,  com- 
plete hospital  equipment,  in  the  sha])e  of  hospital 
marquees,  bedding,  bearers,  waterdecks,  fracture 
apparatus,  A  and  B  canteens,  &c.  ;  and  as  all  depart- 
ments and  general  officers  have  invariably  been 
provided  with  transport  for  baggage  prior  to  that  of 
the  sick,  hospitals,  he.,  I  would  suggest,  to  prevent 
such  taking  ])lace  in  future,  that  a  sufHcient  transport 
should  be  delivered  over  to  the  medical  department 
in  the  shape  of  anvl^ulances,  carts,  waggons,  &c.;  and, 
in  addition,  1  would  recommend  most  strongly  that  a 
large  number  of  strong  mules,  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  French  pack-saddles  both  for  reclining 
and  sitting,  be  added  to  our  army  ;  two  men  can  be 
carried  by  each  mule  eitlier  Avay,  and  one  man  has 
charge  of  two  mules  ;  the  above  mode  of  conveyance 
has  been  found  so  exceedingly  useful  during  the 
present  campaign  in  carrying  wounded  from  the  field 
of  battle,  as  well  as  to  the  hospitals,  shipjiing,  &c.  ; 
the  same  is  also  adapted  to  all  kinds  of  roads  ;  nearly 
our  whole  sick  and  wounded  have  been  conveyed  by 
the  same,  the  roads  being  so  heavy  as  to  render  it 
impossible  for  our  ambulances  to  travel. 

The  number  of  all  these  should  be  in  proportion 
to  the  strength  of  the  army  ;  they  should  be  given 
over  entirely  and  expressly  to  the  department, 
holding  it  responsible  for  their  own  transport  ;  but,  to 
carry  out  such,  a  hospital  staff  corps  should  be  raised, 
of  young,  active,  and  intelligent  men,  from  whom 
would  be  selected  hospital  sergeants,  orderlies,  drivers, 
men  to  look  .after  the  mules,  waggons,  carts,  &c., 
and  also  provide  servants  for  the  medical  stafl',  he.  : 

The  present  ambulance  corps  being  composed  of 
old  and  worn-out  soldiers  who  are  totally  unfitted 
for  the  Avork  required  to  be  performed,  and  have 
proved  a  comjjlete  failure. 

Tlie  above  corps  should  be  commanded  l)y  really 
active  and  practical  men,  who  should  always  be 
encamped  Avith  the  bulk  of  the  army  in  the  field,  and 
not,  as  at  ]iresent,  some  miles  from  the  same.  They, 
again,  should  be  under  tlie  ))rincipal  medical  officer, 
or  a  medical  officer  called  a  field  inspector. 

The  only  kind  of  ambulance  belonging  to  the 
English  army  that  I  have  as  yet  seen  is  one  on  four 
wheels,  draAvn  by  six  mules,  and  carries  four  reclining 
and  six  sitting  ;  but  it  is  far  too  heavy  for  the  six 
mules  allotted  to  it  ;  the  consequence  has  been,  that 
for  a  very  considerable  period,  OAving  to  the  roads 
being  so  heavy,  it  has  been  quite  useless,  Avhile, 
during  the  same  period,  two-Avheeled  carts,  draAvn  liy 


one  or  two  mules,  liaA-e  been  passing  daily  to  and 
from  Balaklava. 

As  regards  the  carts  sent  out  according  to  Mr. 
Guthrie's  description,  not  having  seen  them,  I  am 
unable  to  speak  from  experience  of  them  ;  but,  from 
what  I  have  seen  during  the  present  campaign,  I  am 
much  inclined  to  haA'e  all  carts,  ambulances,  &c.,  on 
tAvo  wheels,  and  draAvn  by  one  or  tAvo  mules  or  horses, 
but  so  adapted  that  others  could  be  added,  Avere  the 
roads  heaA'v,  he. 

Taking  for  granted  that  a  sufficient  ambulance 
corps,  as  above  described,  has  been  delivered  over  for 
the  use  of  the  department,  I  vrould  recommend  that 
a  certain  number  of  ambulances,  carts,  mules  with 
the  French  pack-saddles,  for  the  conA^eyance  of  a 
hospital  establishment,  in  the  ships  ;  hospital  mar- 
quees, tents  Avith  a  certain  number  of  bedding-Avater- 
decks  ;  bearers  ;  some  reserved  medicines  ;  comforts  ; 
A  and  B  canteens,  as  Avell  as  panniers,  be  given  over 
in  charge  to  each  of  the  regimental  surgeons,  or  the 
medical  officer  for  the  time  being  in  charge  of  the 
regiment  or  battalion,  with  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  hospital  staff  corps,  to  act  as  orderlies,  drivers, 
look  after  mules,  &c.  He  should  be  held  responsible 
that  all  are  in  good  order  and  repair,  so  that  the 
regiment  or  battalion,  on  being  separated  from  the 
main  body  of  the  army  or  division,  could  at  once  open 
an  hospital  Avith  every  comfort  and  convenience  for 
the  sick. 

The  commanding  officer,  huAvever,  of  the  regiment 
or  battalion  must  not  on  any  account  have  anything 
Avhatever  to  do  Avith  the  same,  the  jvhole  being  in 
charge  of  the  surgeon,  who  Avould  be  responsible  to 
the  divisional  medical  officer,  that  officer  again  to  the 
field  inspector.. 

In  addition  to  tlie  aboA'C  there  should  be  always  in 
the  field  a  divisional  supply  of  ambulances,  carts, 
cacolets,  &c.,  Avith  reserve  supplies  of  stores,  medi- 
cines, medical  comforts,  bedding,  &c.,  in  charge  of  an 
appropriate  staff,  from  AA^hich  regimental  surgeons 
Avould  from  time  to  time  replenish  their  stock  of 
medicines  and  comforts,  &c.,  by  requisition  approved 
by  the  divisional  officer. 

A  head  purveyor  sliould  also  ahvays  be  encamped 
Avith  the  army  in  the  field,  and  not,  as  during  the  pre- 
sent campaign,  at  Scutari  ;  he  Avould  then  be  fully 
aware  of  Avhat  Avas  required  for  the  sick  and  Avounded. 

Our  packages  of  stores,  medicines,  medical  com- 
forts, bedding,  he,  should  be  made  up  in  such  bales 
or  boxes  that  tAvo  or  three  AA^ould  make  a  fair  load  for 
a  mule  ;  great  advantage  Avould  be  derived  from  the 
same,  instead  of  the  enormous  boxes  or  bales  requir- 
ing several  men  to  move  them.  No  box  or  bale 
ought  to  be  larger  on  any  account  than  a  fair  half- 
load  for  a  mule  or  pack-horse. 

The  principal  medical  officer  of  an  army  in  the 
field  should  be  a  thoroughly  practical  man,  active  and 
energetic,  one  Avho  Avould  do  his  duty  as  regards  the 
military  authorities  respectfully,  but  straightforAvardly 
and  fearlessly,  in  making  knoAvn  to  them  the  real 
AA'ants  of  the  sick  and  Avounded,  the  causes  of  dis- 
ease, &c.,  and  by  acting  so  he  Avould  give  a  tone  to 
the  department  ;   but  as  he   is  generally  at  head 
quarters,  and  as  such  Avas  once  distant  about  30  miles 
from  the  Light  Division  of  the  army,  and,  besides, 
as  he  maA^  be  considered  sufficiently  occupied  Avith  a 
general  superintendence  of  the  Avhole,  returns,  &c.  ; 
the  latter,  of  course,  are  necessary,  still  they  cannot 
or  ought  not  to  be  paramount,  so  as  to  place  in  a 
secondary  position  attention  to  the  sick,  as  well  as 
a  supply  of  medicines  and  comforts  for  the  sick  and 
Avounded  in  the  field.    And  to  remedy  the  above, 
Avhich  has  been  greatly  felt  during  this  campaign,  I 
Avould  beg  to  recommend  that  a  medical  officer  be 
appointed  as  a  field  inspector,  Avho  should  ahvays  be 
encamped  Avitli  the  army  in  the  field.    He  should  be 
an  active,  practical  man,  as  Avell  as  a  good  surgeon, 
capable  of  giving  advice  Avhen  required,  and  per- 
forming the  more  serious  operations  (if  need  be);  in 
fact,  he  should  be  looked  up  to  by  the  medical  officers 
in  the  field  as  one  on  whom  they  could  rely  in  any 
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professional  difficulty.  He  should  also  be  held  re- 
sponsible that  all  the  hospital  establishments  in  the 
divisions  of  the  army  were  so  far  complete  in  ambu- 
lances, carts,  mules,  medical  comforts,  stores,  &c.  so 
as  to  meet  any  emergency.  From  the  above  duties 
it  -will  be  seen  that  the  appointment  would  be  no 
sinecure,  but  I  conceive  the  same  could  be  easily 
carried  out  by  a  really  active  and  energetic  practical 
man,  and  that  the  system  above  proposed  would  work 
well  and  easily. 

That  some  such  plan  as  the  above  is  necessary  for 
the  ensuing  campaign  is  proved  by  the  fact,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  ample  supplies  of  medicines, 
comforts,  &c.  sent  out  by  you,  adapted  to  any  emer- 
gency, strange  to  say,  they  have  not  been  forth- 
coming when  required,  and  it  has  been  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  that  small  supplies  of  medicines, 
comforts,  &c.  could  be  had,  either  in  Bulgaria 
dunng  the  ravages  of  cholera,  as  well  as  here  now, 
although  in  command  of  the  sea,  and  with  steamers 
continually  plying  between  Scutari  and  Varna  for- 
merly, as  well  as  now  between  the  former  and  Ba- 
laklava. 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Smith,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  667. 


Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Camp,  22d  December  1854. 

As  in  the  general  order  issued  some  days  ago 
regarding  fuel  none  is  laid  down  to  be  issued  for 
the  hospital,  and  as  such  is  in  very  great  request  for 
the  poor  wretches  that  are  brought  in,  almost  in  a 
state  of  collapse,  from  the  trenches  ; 

As  I  have  frequently  brought  the  same  subject 
before  the  authorities — viz.,  the  necessity  of  fuel  for 
the  hospitals — but  as  they  apparently  seem  not  to 
endeavour  to  provide  the  same, 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  Avould  be 
pleased  to  inform  me  how  fuel  is  to  be  obtained  for 
the  hospitals  of  the  division. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  668. 


Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
SiK,  30th  December  18.54. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  infoi'm  you  that  scurvy 
has  made  its  appearance  among  several  men  of  the 
division,  as  also  that  gangrene  of  the  fingers  and  toes 
has  showed  itself  among  the  troops. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       T.  Alexander. 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 


No.  669. 


Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  17th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  enclosed  a  letter 
from  Surgeon  Longmore,  19th  Regiment,  respecting  the 
conveyance  of  the  hut  as  an  hospital  from  Balaklava, 
and  beg  to  state  that  all  the  other  surgeons  in  the 
division  are  similarly  placed  as  regards  the  transport 
of  huts  for  hospitals,  and  unless  the  military  autho- 
rities provide  conveyance  in  the  shape  of  sleighs,  &c. 
the  huts  might  as  well  have  remained  in  England. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 


No.  670. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Codrington. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  12th  February  1855. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  sick  in  other 
divisions  are  supplied  daily  with  fresh  meat,  and  as 
such  would  be  attended  with  the  best  results,  I  have 
the  honour  to  recommend  that  the  same  should  be 
issued,  if  possible,  to  the  sick  of  the  division. 

Some  time  since,  you  may  recollect  that  I  men- 
tioned the  same  both  to  yourself  as  well  as  to  the 
commissariat  officer  in  charge,  but  then  it  was  deemed 
impossible  ;  perhaps  now  the  issue  of  fresh  meat 
daily  for  the  sick  could  be  carried  out. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
General  Codrington,  D.  Insp.  Gen.  of  Hosp. 

he.  &c. 


No.  671. 


Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Colonel  Airey. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  28th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  dead 
horses  close  to  the  Light  Division  which  were  spoken 
about  still  remain  unburied,  and  that  a  very  large 
number  in  the  same  state  remain  in  the  gully  between 
the  Light  Division  and  the  4th,  as  well  as  in  the 
higher  ground  ;  and  I  lieg  to  remark,  that  unless 
measures  are  taken  to  have  the  same  buried,  and  also 
the  latrines  well  covered  up,  and  very  great  attention 
paid  daily  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  camp,  &c.,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  sickness  to  a  considerable  extent  will 
take  place  among  the  troops,  which  may  be  obviated 
by  the  aljove  most  necessary  precautions  being  strictly 


enforced. 

Colonel  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

Dep.  Ihsp.  Gen.  of  Hosp. 

No.  672. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Light  Division. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  28th  March  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  two  en- 
closures regarding  the  conveyance  of  medical  comforts 
from  Balaklava  to  the  Light  Division.  From  the 
remarks,  both  by  Colonel  Airey  and  Captain  Dent, 
you  will  perceive  that  no  conveyance  is  to  be  had. 
I  would  therefore  feel  obliged  by  your  informing 
me  how  the  same,  which  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  are  to  be  brought 
hither. 

I  have,  &c. 

Assist.  Adjt.-General.  (Signed)    T.  Alexajjder, 
&c.    &c.  Dep.  Insp.  Gen.  of  Hosp. 


No.  673. 

Extract  from  Monthly  Report  for  March  1855. 
Light  Division. 

Every  precaution  is  taken  to  keep  the  camp  clean, 
as  also  the  latrines  limed,  covered,  &c.  A  new 
tank  for  drinking-water  is  in  course  of  formation. 
Several  of  the  hospital  huts  have  been  ventilated, 
and  whitewashed  both  inside  as  well  as  out  ;  all 
would  have  been  so  could  whitewash  brushes  have 
been  obtained,  but  none  are  to  be  had  at  Balaklava. 
Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       T.  ALEXiVNDER, 

&c.  &c.  Dep.  Insp.  Gen.  of  Hosp. 


No.  674. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  30th  April  1855. 

In  reply  to  yours  of  this  day's  date,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you,  that,  from  my  experience  in 
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Jamaica,  Canada,  and  the  late  Kaffir  war,  and  also 
during  this  campaign,  I  am  of  opinion  that  Avere 
flannels  generally  worn  by  our  troops  next  to  the 
skin,  that  very  beneficial  results  would  follow.  I 
may  add,  that  since  entering  the  service  I  have 
always  advocated  the  same,  and  that  I  consider 
flannel  shirts  ought  to  be  the  only  kind  in  use  among 
our  troops.  As  regards  cholera  belts,  generally  speak- 
ing, in  the  Light  Division,  there  are  very  few  at 
present  either  in  possession  or  in  use. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

&c.  &c.  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 


No.  675. 


Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Assistant  Quarter- 
master General  of  the  Expedition. 

On  board  Ship  "  Orient," 
Sir,  oth  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  there  are 
no  orderlies  on  board  either  of  the  hospital  ships.  I 
reported  the  same  officially  at  Balaklava  before 
leaving,  and  they  were  first  to  follow.  Admiral 
Boxer  stated  that  he  would  forward  them  by  the 
"  William  Hutt,"  which  has  not  as  yet  made  her  ap- 
pearance. 

I  have  therefore  the  honour  to  request  that  you 
would  be  pleased  to  arrange  that  twelve  men  and  one 
non-commissioned  officer  be  sent  on  board  of  each  of 
the  hospital  ships  to  act  as  orderlies. 

I  have,  &c. 

Assist,  Quar.-Gen.    (Signed)       T.  Alexander. 
of  the  Expedition,  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  676. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Light  Division. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  20th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  en- 
closed, and  beg  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  for  the  French  latrines  proposed  1>y  Surgeon 
Longmorc,  19th  Regiment. 

I  have,  &c. 

Assist.  Adjt.-General,    (Signed)    T.  Alexander, 
&c.    &c.  Dep.  Insp.  Genn. 


No.  677. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Yenikale,  4th  June  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  the  arrival  of  the 
63d  and  77th  Regiments  with  some  drafts,  and  have 
to  express  my  surprise  at  Surgeon  Seamen,  of  the  72d 
Regiment,  yesterday  reporting  himself,  and  informing 
me  that  he  had  brought  no  bearers  for  cai-rying 
wounded  off  tlie  field,  &c.  His  leaving  Malta  without 
them  was  l)ad  enough,  but  ^particularly  Balaklava,  is 
strange  indeed.  He  also  yesterday  was  supplied  with 
wine,  brandy,  tea,  and  sugar  from  our  stores,  none 
having  been  sent  with  him.  I  suppose  the  63d  Regi- 
ment will  be  in  the  same  state.  I  desired  eight  bearers 
to  be  given  over  \o  Surgeon  Seamen. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  to  you  that  cholera  still 
continues  among  us,  more  particularly  in  the  Marines 
and  Land  Transport  Corps.  Two  cases  were  also 
reported  among  the  72d  Regiment,  on  board  of  ship. 
Enclosed  is  the  monthly  return  of  medical  officers  with 
the  expedition. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  678. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  16th  June  1855. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  medical  memorandum  of  this  day's  date,  at  1  p.m. 
concerning  the  board  on  Colonel  Campbell,  90t]i  Regi- 
ment; and  as  regards  the  jjaragraj)!!  "the  board  was 
ordered  on  the  i4th  instant,  but  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived," I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  me- 
morandum for  the  Ijoard  was  received  by  me  at  4  p.m. 
last  evening,  along  with  the  medical  memorandum 
dated  15th  instant,  for  Ijoards  on  Captain  Gwilt,  and 
the  Rev.  J.  McSweeney,  and  also  that  the  board  on 
Colonel  Campbell  assembled  at  10  a.m.  this  morning. 
Enclosed  are  the  proceedings. 

It  would  tend  much  to  expedite  business  were  I 
authorized  to  name  the  members  of  the  board,  as  soon 
as  the  same  appeared  in  general  orders,  and  would 
prevent  such  delay  as  has  now  taken  place. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 

&c  &c. 


No.  679. 


Staff"  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  26th  July  1855. 

Having  understood  that  sick  have  proceeded 
with  the  cacolets,  without  their  kits,  the  ambulance 
people  refusing  to  take  them,  which  is  of  course 
attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  the  sick.  I  have 
the  honour  to  request  to  be  informed  whether  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  ambulance  people  to  attach  the  kits  to  the 
cacolets  in  which  the  sick  are  carried,  and,  if  not,  would 
it  not  be  advisable  to  have  so  many  mules  with  pack- 
saddles,  or  mule  carts,  sent  to  accompany  so  many 
cacolets,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  packs  of  the 
sick,  so  that  they  might  not  be  separated  from 
them  ? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  680. 


Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  General  Codrington. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  6th  August  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  for  your  information 
that  the  six  sick  of  the  34th  Regiment,  detailed  to  be 
sent  on  board  the  "  Severn"did  not  proceed  yesterday  in 
consequence  of  the  cacolets  not  taking  the  packs  of  the 
sick.  Surely  nothing  could  be  easier  than  that  the 
officers  commanding  the  ambulance  should  detail  so 
many  mules  with  j^ack-saddles  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  the  packs,  according  to  the  number  of 
cacolets  sent.  I  may  add,  that,  on  the  26th  July,  I 
brought  the  above  subject  officially  in  writing  before 
Dr.  Hall,  and  suggested  the  aljove  or  mule  cart;  but 
that  in  reply  I  was  informed  that  "  transport  should 
]je  demanded  from  the  Land  Transport  Corps,  when 
ambulance  transport  is  demanded  from  the  men. 
Now  the  orders  are,  that  applications  for  land 
transport  should  be  sent  in  the  previous  evening,  and 
as  we  nevei"  know  whether  cacolets  are  coming  before 
they  or  the  ambulances  arrive,  the  above  i-ecommcu- 
dation  was  useless;  besides,  occasionally  the  order  for 
sick  to  be  sent  ofl'  arrives  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  they  are  to  leave  the  camp. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Gen.  Codrington,  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  681. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexatider  to  Darling,  Esq. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  fith  September  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this 
morning  received  a  communication  from  the  officer 
commanding  the  77th  Regiment,  respecting  some  cases 
of  scurvy  having  shown  themselves  ;  also  that  no  lime 
juice  has  been  served  out  for  a  week.  I  have  to 
request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  obtain  a  supply 
(should  you  be  out  of  the  same),  and  that  the  same 
should  be  issued  at  once  if  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(  Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
 Darling,  Esq.  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 

&C.  85C. 


No.  682. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Assistant  Quartermaster 
General,  Light  Division. 

Camp,  Light  Division, 
Sir,  26th  October  1855. 

X  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  enclosed  a 
requisition  for  fifteen  large  hospital  huts  for  the  sick 
of  the  division,  as  well  as  two  others  in  addition, 
being  one  for  purveyor's  stores  and  one  for  medical 
staff  quarters,  according  to  a  memorandum  received 
yesterday  from  the  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Assist.  Quar.  General,  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  683. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  4th  November  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  memorandum  of  the  1st  Novem- 
ber, received  on  2d  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to 
forward  to  you  a  return  showing  the  number  of  large 
hospital  huts  required  for  the  sick  of  the  Light 
Division,  and  accommodation  for  hospital  staff,  as 
well  as  the  repairs  required  for  those  now  in  posses- 
sion. 

Of  the  five  large  hospital  Imts  all  are  in  an  in- 
complete state  :  that  of  the  7th  Fusileers  requires 
several  windows,  also  a  lining  of  wood  for  the  roof, 
gables,  and  surgery,  &c. ;  that  of  the  19th  Regiment 
requires  half  flooring  and  lining  of  wood  for  the  roof; 
that  of  the  33d  requires  the  roof  and  gables  to  be 
lined  with  wood,  also  the  porches,  and  some  portions 
of  flooring,  as  well  as  Avindows  ;  that  of  the  77th 
requires  a  lining  of  Avood  for  the  roof ;  and  that 
of  the  88th  Regiment  requires  the  gables  being  lined 
Avith  wood,  AvindoAvs  fastened,  &c. 

Stoves  are  also  required  for  all ;  and  I  may  add, 
that  the  surgeon  of  the  77th  Regiment,  having  applied 
for  stoves,  as  directed  by  your  memorandum,  received 
in  answer,  "  There  are  no  stoves  to  be  isssued  as 
yet." 

The  old  huts  now  used  as  hospitals,  to  be  rendered 
habitable  for  the  winter,  Avould  require  lining  inside 
throughout  Avith  AVOod,  Avith  fitting  for  roof  and  sides 
externally. 

I  may  add,  that  medical  officers  have  been  doing 
all  in  their  poAver  to  repair  the  old  ones,  but  find  A^ery 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  either  men  or  materials 
for  the  same. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  684. 

(Memorandum.) 

17th  November  1855. 
I  BEG  to  recommend  most  strongly  that  tAvo  new 
large  hospital  huts  be  at  once  issued,  as  all  the  huts  of 
the  7th  Regiment's  hospital  Avere  destroyed,  and  they 
have  now  only  marquees,  Avhich  are  quite  unfit  for 
the  treatment  of  the  sick  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dep.  Assist.  Quar.  General,  Dep.  In.sp.  Gen. 

&c.  &c. 


Copy  of  Memorandum  sent  7  p.m.,  11th  November 
1855. 

The  signature  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
regiment  is  requisite  for  all  requisitions  for  hospital 
huts,  stores,  &c. 

(Signed)    H.  H.  Cliffford, 

Major,  Dep.  Assist.  Quar.  Gen. 


No.  685. 

(Memorandum.) 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
22d  November  1855. 
Foravarded  the  copy  of  Surgeon  Longmore's 
letter  to  his  commanding  officer  regarding  the  large 
hospital  huts,  and  added  the  folloAving  remarks: — 
"  Forwarded  for  Dr.  Hall's  information,  and  re- 
"  questing  that  he  Avould  urge  upon  the  authorities 
"  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  Avood  noAV  called  for 
"  being  at  once  issued  ;  no  end  of  applications  having 
"  previously  been  made  for  the  same,  Avithout  avail." 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Insp.  Gen. 

&c.  8fc. 


No.  686. 

Remarks  on  forwarding  the  Case  of  Lieut.  Brown, 
11th  Regiment. 

Received  on  the  17th  December  1855,  and  for- 
warded for  Dr.  Hall's  information.  As  this  is  not  the 
first  instance  Avhere  great  delay  has  taken  place  in 
nominating  vessels  for  the  sick  officers  to  go  to, 
couhl  it  not  be  very  easy  for  the  authorities,  Avhen 
the  leave  is  granted,  and  placed  in  orders,  at  the 
same  time  to  name  the  ship,  as  I  should  suppose  they 
always  knoAv  at  head  quarters  Avhat  berths  are  vacant 
on  board  the  ships  in  Balaklava  ?  If  not,  surely  each 
day  the  same  could  be  telegraphed. 

(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 

Dep.  Insp.  Gen.  of  Hosp. 

17th  December  1855. 


No.  687. 

Staff  Surgeon  Alexander  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Heights,  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  15th  December  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday's 
date  regarding  the  supplies  of  stores  in  possession  of 
the  regimental  surgeons, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  such  Avas 
done  to  secure  a  supply  Avhen  they  could  be  obtained, 
and  Avhile  the  roads  were  good,  medical  officers 
having  learned  by  bitter  experience  the  misery  caused 
by  the  Avant  of  those  articles  which  were  not  forth- 
coming last  Avinter  at  the  Balaklava  stores,  when 
urgently  required  for  their  patients. 

I  cannot  conceive  why  having  a  supply  on  the 
spot  can  lead  either  to  waste  or  extravagance  on  the 
part  of  hospital  servants,  as  the  medical  officer  is 
held  responsible,  and  keeps  a  daily  account  of  extras- 
issued  to  each  patient. 

Again,  each  regiment  has  much  better  store  room 
for  these  articles  than  the  purveyor's  clerk  of  the 
division,  he  having  only  half  a  hut,  part  of  Avhich 
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he  sleeps  in  and  uses  as  an  office.  The  greater  pro- 
portion of  his  stores  are  in  an  old  building  which 
might  tumble  down  any  day,  no  hut  having  as  yet 
been  issued  for  a  store,  although  repeated  applications 
have  been  made  for  the  same  ;  nor  do  I  see  the 
slightest  chance  of  one  Ijeing  issued,  when  a  sufficient 
number  are  not  even  yet  issued  for  the  sick  of  the 
division.  I  should  think  we  need  be  under  no  ap- 
prehension of  any  regiment  moving  from  its  ])resent 
position  for  some  months. 


We  have  fourteen  cases  of  ophthalmia,  which 
would  be  as  well  at  tlie  Monastery  ;  I  will,  thei'efore, 
communicate  the  same  to  1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon 
Jainieson. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Insp.  Gen.  of  Hosp. 

&c.  &c. 


Letters  of  Dr.  Linton,  C.B.,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  Principal  Medical  Officer 
1st  Division,  enclosing  Letters  of  Mr.  Cooper,  Surgeon  4th  Dragoon  Guards. 

No.  688.  .  No.  692. 

(Department  Memorandum. )  '  (^Memorandum.) 


Camp  of  1st  Division.  Aladyne, 
7th  July  1854. 
"  Second-class  Staff  Surgeon  K.  Cooper  will  be 
pleased  to  take  the  superintendence  of  the  sanitary 
state  of  the  camp  of  the  1st  division  ;  he  will  place 
hini-self  in  connnunication  with  the  surgeons  of  the 
difi'erent  regiments  for  this  purpose,  and  will  report 
to  the  principal  medicnl  otlicer  in  writing,  any  defects 
that  may  retjuire  interference." 

Staff"  Surgeon  Cooper  was  most  attentive  and 
indefatigable  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as 
inspecting  sanitary  officer  of  the  1st  division. 

The  great  amount  of  experience  he  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  regarding  sanitary  measures 
during  his'services  in  the  West  Indies,  he,  rendered 
the  appointment  an  exceedingly  good  one. 


No.  689. 
(Memorandum.) 
(Having  i-eference  1o  some  cases  of  cholera  that 
had  occurred  in  the  camp.) 

Camp  of  1st  Division,  Aladyne, 
8th  July  1854. 
"  It  is  strongly  reconnnended  that  any  person 
feeling  the  least  imwell,  and  ])articularly  with  a 
tendeiu-y  to  diarrhoea,  that  they  should  not  fail  to 
report  themselves  at  once  to  the  nuHlical  officers  of 
their  own  corps,  early  treatment  in  all  such  cases 
affording  the  best  chance  of  checking  the  disease." 


Xo.  690. 

(Memornnduni. ) 

Camp  1st  Division,  Aladyne, 
of  9th  .July  1854. 
"  Small-pox  having  ajjpeared  in  a  neighbouring 
village,  it  is  reconnnended  that  the  men  be  not  allowed 
to  go  there." 

This  memorandum  received  due  consideration. 


No.  691. 

(Memorandum.) 

Camj)  of  1st  Division,  Aladvne, 
18th  July  1S54. 
It  having  been  reported  to  me  that  bad  and 
unwholesome  wine  is  now  selling  in  the  canteen  of 
the  42d  Highlanders  ;  and  as  at  tliis  time  every 
precaution  should  be  taken  to  prevent  bad  or  doubtful 
wine  being  iised,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  same. 

A  board  of  officers  was  accordingly  (U'dered  to  ex- 
amine it. 


Camp  of  1st  Division,  Aladvne, 
24th  July  1854. 
1.  "As  mu(di  bathing  in  the  lake  (Devna)  is  con- 
sidered unhealthy  at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  is 
recommended  that  there  shall  l)e  only  one  bathing 
parade  in  the  week,  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness  ;  that 
this  take  place  early  in  the  morning,  or  in  the  cool 
of  the  evening,  at  a  ])art  of  the  lake  where  it  is  free 
from  weeds,  and  with  a  sound  bottom;  that  tlie  opera- 
tion of  l)athing  or  washing  should  not  exceed  five 
or  ten  minutes,  and  that  the  men  sliould  not  be  allowed 
tc  loiter  on  the  banks  of  the  lake,  or  in  its  vicinity 
before  or  afterwards." 

2.  It  is  also  recommended  that  the  latrines  be  covered 
with  several  inches  of  earth  morning  and  evening, 
and  that  the  manure  from  the  horses,  &e.  be  care- 
fully swept  into  pits,  and  also  covered  daily. 

3.  That  the  introduction  of  all  fruit  into  the  camp 
should  be  prohiliited. 


No.  693, 
Dr.  Linton  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Gevreckler, 
Sir,  31st  July,  1854. 

As  several  cases  of  cholera  have  proved  fatal  in 
this  division,  I  beg  you  will  be  good  enough  to  let 
me  know  your  wishes  with  regard  to  post-mortem 
examinations  being  made  in  such  cases,  the  per- 
formance of  which  you  are  aware  would  necessarily 
l)e  attended  with  nuich  difiiculty  and  exposure. 

It  could  not  be  conducted  in  the  hospital  marquee, 
and  there  are  no  tents  available  for  the  purpose. 

I  am  also  desirous  of  knowing  how  the  hospital 
bedding  and  rCLrimental  clothing  should  bp 
of. 

It  is  customary  to  liury  the  men  in  tlieir  blankets, 
but  there  is  great  difficult)'  in  falfilling  the  cholera 
instructions  regarding  the  bedding  and  clothing, 
the  soaking  theui  in  warm  water,  and  otherwise, 
&c. 

In  one  instance  (iliat  of  a  ])rivate  of  the  79tli 
Highlanders),  the  nuins  kit  a])]>ears  to  have  been 
sold  without  the  knowledge  of  the  sui'geon. 

It  being  desirable  that  the  men  should  not  carry 
I  he  bodies  of  tlie  dead  to  the  grave,  may  I  beg  to 
know  if  there  are  any  ambulance  carts  suitable  and 
a\  ailable  for  the  purpose? 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       AV.  LixTox,  M.D. 
Dr.  Hall.  Deputy  Inspector  General, 

itc.  i<cc. 

No  ambulance  could  lie  got  to  convey  the  dead  to 
the  grave,  but  an  araba  was  purchased  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  which  was  found  most  useful. 
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i  No.  694. 

(Memorandum.) 

Camp  of  1st  Division,  Gevreckler, 
2d  August  1854. 
With  a  view  of  relieving  as  much  as  possible 
the  hospital  marquees  from  overcrowding,  and  of 
facilitating  the  recovery  of  the  convalescents,  medical 
oiScers  in  charge  of  regiments  will  be  permitted  to 
use  their  discretion   in  discharging  men  from  the 
hospitals,  for  tlie  purpose  of  attending  daily,  and  of 
doing  sucli  light  duty  as  they  thinli  them  capable  of; 
these  men  to  be  entered  in  a  column  of  the  morning 
sick  state,  headed  "  convalescents  attending  ;"  but  it 
is  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  every  case  of 
premonitory  disease,  or  convalescents  requiring  me- 
dical trealment,  should  be  taken  into  hospital. 
(Signed)       W.  LixTox,  MD. 

Deputy  Inspector  General. 


No.  695. 

Dr.  Linton  to  Dr.  Diimhreck. 

Camp  of  1st  Division  before 
Sir,  Sebastopol,  4th  Oct.  1854. 

I  REGRET  to  have  to  report  to  you  an  increase 
this  morning  in  the  1st  division  both  of  cholera  and 
of  choleraic  diarrhoja,  with  four  deaths  from  the 
A)rmer,  viz. — 

One  officer.  Captain  Joliffe,  Coldstream  Guards; 

Two  privates  of  the  42nd  Highlanders;  and 

One  private  of  the  79th  ditto. 
These  cases  are  in  my  opinion  caused,  or  are  at  all 
events  fostered,  by  exposure  to  tlie  damp  and  cold 
night  of  the  present  season. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  you  will  be  good  enough 
to  bring  this  circumstance  to  the  notice  of  liis  Ex- 
cellency the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  with  the  view 
to  the  men  being  supplied  as  speedily  as  possible  with 
tents,  with  which  they  are  not  at  present  provided. 

I  have  also  to  mention  that  salt  provisions  have 
been  issued  to  them  five  days  consecutively  ;  this 
should,  I  conceive,  be  avoided  if  possible  during  the 
present  period. 

I  have,  8sc. 
(Signed)       W.  Linton,  M.D. 
Dr.  Dumbreck,  Deputy  Inspector  General. 

&c.  &c. 

Every  effort  had,  I  believe,  been  previously  made 
by  the  divisional  authorities  to  obtain  tents,  but 
without  success. 

(Signed)       W.  L. 


No.  697. 

Dr.  TV.  Linton  to  Lt.  General  H.R.H.  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge. 

Camp  of  1st  Division  before 
Stu,  Sebastopol,  2oth  Oct.  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  although, 
at  my  inspection  of  the  hospitals  of  the  division 
yesterday,  the  number  actually  sick  was  not  large, 
yet  several  of  the  medical  officers  in  charge  of  cor])s 
stated  to  me  that  a  slight  diarrhosa  was  very  prevalent, 
many  of  the  men  being  in  some  degree  affected.  On 
examining  the  mouths  and  gums  of  some  of  the  most 
sickly  looking,  there  was  an  evident  tendency  in  my 
opinion  to  scurvy. 

I  therefore  feel  convinced,  that  although  fresh  meat 
is  issued  to  the  troops  on  almost  alternate  days,  yet 
this,  without  a  due  admixture  of  vegetables,  I  do 
not  think  sufficient,  and  would  recommend  the 
necessity  of  a  supply  of  vegetables  Jbeing  if  possible 
obtained  ;  or,  failing  this,  that  a  ration  of  lime  juice 
may  be  given  to  them  at  least  twice  a  week,  and 
which  might  be  taken  with  advantage  at  the  same 
time  with  a  portion  of  their  rum. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  Linton, 
Duke  of  Camliridge,         Deputy  Inspector  General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  698. 

Dr.  W.  L^inton  to  Assistant  Quarter  Master  General, 
\st  Division. 

Camp  of  1st  Division  before 
Sir,  Sebastopol,  27tli  January,  1855. 

I  DECr  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  great 
number  of  carcases  of  horses,  mules,  and  oxen  that 
are  lying  above  ground,  many  of  them  in  a  state  of 
semi-decomposition,  almost  everywhere  within  the 
lines  of  the  division. 

I  would  also  notice  the  filthy  state  of  the  Turkish 
camp  and  rear  of  H  battery  of  artillery,  and  to  ex- 
]u-ess  my  firm  conviction  that,  unless  these  evils  are 
quickly  remedied,  they  will  Ijecome  sources  of  disease 
and  death. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  Linton, 

Dep.  Inspector  General. 
The  Assistant  Quarter  iVIaster  General, 
8cc.  8cc. 


No.  696. 

(Memorandum). 

Camp  of  1st  Division  before 
Sebastopol,  12th  Oct.  1854. 
Staff  Assistant  Surgeon  Francis  Smith  will  be 
pleased  to  take  the  superintendence  of  the  sanitary 
state  of  the  camp  of  the  1st  division  ;  he  will  place 
himself  in  communication  with  the  surgeons  of  the 
different  regiments,  &c.  for  the  purpose,  and  he  will 
report  in  writing  to  the  principal  medical  oflicer  such 
defects  as  mav  seem  to  require  special  interference. 

W.  Linton,  M.D. 
Deputy  Inspector  General. 

Staff  Surgeon  Cooper  had  been  placed  in  medical 
charge  of  the  General  Hospital  at  Balaklava. 

Dr.  Smith  I  found  a  most  efficient  and  valuable 
medical  officer,  but  I  had  to  regret  his  sudden  death  ; 
lie  contracted  fever  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and  died  at  Balaklava  on  the  9th  of  February  1855. 


No.  699. 

Colonel  Cimningham  to  Dr.  W.  LJinton. 

Camp  of  1st  Division  before 
Sir,  Sebastopol,  30th  January,  1854. 

By  desire  of  Colonel  Upton,  Commanding,  I 
have  the  honour  to  state,  that  upon  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  camp  of  the  Guards  and  97th  Regiment, 
they  are  considered  by  no  means  in  a  dirty  state. 

Directions  have  been  given  respecting  the  Royal 
Artillery  camp,  and  intimation  of  the  state  of  the 
Turkish  camp  has  been  made  to  head  quarters. 

In  regard  1o  the  neighbourhood  of  tlie  hospitals  of 
the  division,  the  Colonel  Commanding  has  desired  me 
to  look  out  for  some  more  eligible  situation  within 
the  lines  of  the  division,  Avhich  t  shall  be  disposed  to 
do,  and  Avill  be  happy  to  intimate  it  to  you  should  you 
consider  the  ])resent  one  limited  and  disagreeable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  T.  Cunningham, 
Dr.  Linton,  Colonel  and  Assistant  Quarter- 

&c.  8cc.  master  General. 
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No.  700. 

Dr.  W.  Linton  to  Assistant  Quartermaster  General, 
Head  Quarters. 

Camp  of  1st  Division,  before 
Sir,  Sebastopol,  1st  February,  1855. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  I  have  to  state,  for  Colonel  Upton's 
information,  that  there  are  upwards  of  one  dozen  dead 
horses  lying  within  250  yards  of  the  camp  of  the 
Coldstream  Guards,  together  with  others  lying  near 
the  camp  of  the  Scots  Fusilier  Guards,  and  there  are 
also  three  or  four  lying  within  300  yards  of  the  97th 
Regiment. 

1  must,  therefore,  again  repeat  my  ojiinion,  that 
unless  these  animals,  together  with  others  lying  at 
even  a  greater  distance,  are  not  removed  l)efore  the 
setting  in  of  the  a])])roaching  hot  weather,  the  efiluvia 
therefrom  will  l)e  likely  to  produce  tlie  worst  forms 
of  fever. 

With  regard  to  your  suggestion  of  moving  the  field 
hospital  of  the  division  should  I  desire  it,  I  do  not  see 
any  spot  within  the  lines  of  sufficient  extent  that 
have  not  dead  horses  or  other  abominations  in  the 
vicinity. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  LiXTOX, 

Dep.  Inspector  General. 
The  Assistant  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  &c. 
P.S. — Major  Ingram,  now  Lieutenant-Colonel  In- 
gram, Commanding  the  97th  Kegiment,  accompanied 
me  in  the  examination  of  the  ground  referred  to. 

W.L. 


No.  701. 

Camp  of  1st  Division, 
SiK,  April  1855. 

Having  repeatedly,  both  verbally  and  in  writing, 
urged  the  necessity  of  the  removal,  not  only  of  the 
hospitals,  but  of  the  regiment  from  its  present  position, 
and  being  aware  that  it  is  in  anticipation  to  substitute 
for  my  proposal  the  removal  of  only  one  wing  of  the 
regiment,  and  that  to  the  ground  just  vacated  by  the 
regiment  of  Zouaves  (a  site  in  too  close  proximity  to 
our  present  unliealthy  locality,  and  ground,  moreover, 
very  dirty),  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  protest  against 
this  measure  as  one  not  sufficiently  carrying  out  the 
sanitary  objection  in  view  ;  and  therefore  beg  to 
represent  this  for  the  consideration  of  the  Brigadier, 
and  likewise  of  Dr.  Hall,  the  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals,  in  order  that  no  more  time  may  be  lost. 

My  proposal  was  to  move  the  Avhole  regiment  to 
the  high  ground  to  the  eastward  of  where  the  (53d 
Eegiment  is  encamped,  Avhere  the  soil  is  favourable, 
and  the  health  of  the  troops  located  in  it  good. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  state,  that  seeing  the  regi- 
ment has  suttered  so  severely  from  fever  while  the 
troops  around  it  are  healthy,  1  see  no  jirospect  of  its 
being  arrested  unless  an  immediate  and  entire  change 
is  adopted.  I  object  to  half  measures  as  being  certain 
to  lead  onlv  to  disappointment  and  much  incon- 
venience. 

Trusting  that  you  will  as  nuicli  as  in  your  power 
forward  this  most  important  step  being  carried  out, 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Scott, 

Surgeon  79th  Kegiment. 


No.  702. 

Dr.  Linton  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  of  1st  Division,  before  Sebastopol, 
1st  December,  1854. 

(Monthly  Summary  for  November,  1854.) 

The  accompanying  Monthly  Returns  of  sick  show 
a  considerable  increase  of  sickness  during  the  present 


as  compared  with  that  of  the  last  month,  and  which, 
from  the  reports  of  the  different  medical  officers  of 
the  Division,  is  attributal)le  partly  to  the  great 
amount  of  duty  the  men  have  had  to  perform,  and 
partly  to  the  constant  exposure  to  wet  and  cold, 
their  clothes  having  scarcely  been  dry  since  the  14th 
of  the  month  ;  the  want  of  means  of  cooking,  and  of  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  vegetables  and  of  lime  juice,  and 
lastly,  their  flimsy  habitations,  the  tents  neither 
affording  sufficient  protection  from  wet  or  cold. 

The  increase  of  sickness,  it  will  be  perceived,  has 
Ijeen  chiefly  in  bowel  complaints,  cholera,  diarrhoea, 
and  dysentery.  Tlie  former  has,  for  the  most  part, 
affected  regiments  and  drafts  lately  arrived  m  the 
country.  In  addition  to  these,  some  cases  of  moist 
gangrene  of  the  toes  have  also  occurred.  I  think 
the  cholera,  in  this  instance,  more  attriljutable  to  wet 
and  cold  than  to  epidemic  influences ;  and  corrobora- 
tive of  this  I  may  mention,  that  the  42d  and  79th 
Highlanders,  both  of  which  had  passed  through  the 
ordeal  of  cholera  ])oth  in  Bulgaria  and  also  on  their 
way  to  the  Crimea,  had  become  quite  healthy 
again  until  they  were  encamjjed  on  the  heights  of 
Balaklava,  several  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  and  Avhere  they  were  again  attacked,  Avhile 
the  93rd  Highlanders,  who  were  encamped  near  Ka- 
dikoi,  and  in  comparative  shelter,  have  hitherto 
escaped  the  disease. 

It  generally  runs  a  rai)id  course,  purging  being 
almost  always  present,  while  the  general  symptoms, 
vomiting  and  cramps,  are  less  prominent  ;  collapse 
quickly  ensues,  and  in  many  instances  the  patient  is 
brought  to  the  hospital  in  this  state,  and  these  cases 
are  too  frequently  fatal. 

The  diarrhoja,  in  many  of  the  debilitated  and 
weakly-looking  men,  is  evidently  of  the  scorbutic 
character,  and  scurvy  has  shown  itself  in  several 
regiments.  The  greater  part  of  these  cases  are  usually 
Ijenefited  by  the  use  of  lime  juice.  I  am  aware  that 
this  disease  (diarrhica)  is  much  more  extensive  than 
it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  Returns,  as  perhaps  fully 
100  men  in  each  regiment  (at  least  as  far  as  the  1st 
Brigade  is  concerned)  labour  under  diarrhoea  while 
they  continue  to  jjerform  their  duty. 

The  cases  of  dysentery,  too,  have  been  of  a  grave 
character,  many  of  them  having  of  late  proved  fatal. 

Duty. — I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the 
exact  amount  of  duty  i)erfbrmed  by  each  regiment ; 
this  is  done  separately  and  independently,  and  de- 
jiends  chiefly  on  its  situation  in  camp,  strength,  &c.  ; 
but  all  admit  that  they  are  overworked,  and  that  often 
Avhen  in  the  trenches  they  are  unable  to  arouse  them- 
selves on  any  account.  The  Grenadier  Guards  have 
aViout  three  nights  out  of  seven  in  bed ;  the  Scots 
Fusilier  Guards  are  half  on  duty  during  the  day  and 
one  third  at  night,  independent  of  furnishing  fatigue 
])arties  ;  and  the  97th  Regiment  have  325  men  on 
duty  daily,  causing  them  to  be  two  nights  out  of  bed 
in  succession. 

Rations. — During  the  early  part  of  the  mouth  of 
November  the  troops  had  fresh  meat  every  other  day, 
but  during  the  latter  part  they  were  entirely  confined 
to  salt  meat. 

AVitii  regard  to  the  means  of  cooking,  their  duties  are 
so  arduous  that  very  little  time  can  be  spared  for  this 
l)urpose;  fuel  is  difficult  to  be  obtained,  water  distant 
and  muddy  if  not  got  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning, 
and  lastly,  their  camp  kettles  have  almost  wholly 
been  lost  or  destroyed,  obliging  them  to  cook  sepa- 
rately each  in  his  own  canteen. 

Weather. — The  weather  became  cold  and  bois- 
terous on  the  9th.  with  lieaA y  rains;  on  the  14th 
there  was  a  complete  hurricane,  not  a  tent  having 
been  left  standing,  and  the  men  one  and  all  remaining 
exposed  to  its  A  iolence  for  many  hours.  This  ended 
towards  evening  in  sleet  and  snow,  after  which  heavy 
rains  and  high  winds  continued  until  the  end  of  the 
month.  The  country  became  actually  flooded ;  the 
different  camps  were  more  than  ancle  deep,  and  even 
,the  interior  of  the  tents  which  were  not  impervious  to 
wet  were  covered  with  deep  mud.    The  men's  clothes 
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were  scarcely  ever  dry,  and  even  their  blankets  and 
great  coats  Avere  completely  saturated  with  wet,  and 
on  several  occasions  the  temperature  Avas  below  the 
freezing  point.  They  are  still  Avithout  their  under 
clothing,  and  many  of  them  are  minus  shirts  and 
stockings. 

The  Tents — are,  in  my  opinion,  anything  but  a 
sufficieut  protection  against  the  present  inclement 
Aveather,  and  Avill  be  much  less  so  during  the  extreme 
cold  of  the  approaching  months  ;  and  that  unless  the 
men  are  both  more  Avarmly  clothed,  better  housed, 
better  fed,  and  their  strength  less  overtaxed  by  duty, 
the  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality  Avill,  1  doubt 
not,  be  greatly  increased. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  Linton,  M.D., 

Dr.  Smith,  Dep.  Inspector  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  703. 

Dr.  Linton  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  of  1st  Division  before 
Sir,  Sebastopol,  10th  January,  1854. 

In  forAvarding  the  accompanying  Monthly  Re- 
ports, and  in  accounting  for  the  still  further  increase 
of  sickness  therein  manifested  as  compared  Avith  the 
previous  month, — the  prevailing  diseases  in  each 
have  been  boAvel  complaints,  epidemic  diarrha^a,  and 
dysentery-,  common  continued  fever  emerging  in 
some  cases  into  fever  of  a  typhoid  tyj)e  ;  iclerus, 
colica,  and  some  cases  of  spasmodic  cholera,  and 
latterly  several  cases  of  gelatio,  and  also,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  of  scurvy,  have  been  added  to  the  list. 

To  account  for  the  increase  of  sickness  generally 
it  is  necessary,  as  in  the  previous  month,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  continued  Avet  and  boisterous 
Aveather,  the  inability  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  keep 
themselves  dry,  and  the  insuliicient  protection  aiforded 
by  the  tents,  the  Avant  of  dry  covering  at  night,  their 
blankets  and  great  coats  (they  have  noAv  tAvo  blankets 
each)  being  generally  Avet,  the  increased  amount  of 
bodily  labour  they  still  undergo.  Avhile,  oAving  to  the 
late  impassable  state  of  the  roads,  and  the  uncertain 
supply  of  provision  in  the  camp,  the  transport  afforded 
by  the  commissariat  being  A'ery  limited.  The  Avant 
of  time,  too,  to  dig  roots  and  cook  oblige  them  often, 
I  am  told,  to  eat  their  pork  in  a  raw  state,  Avhile  all 
this  time  green  coffee  is  continued  to  lie  issued,  a 
ration  under  present  circumstances  utterly  useless. 
Ground  coffee  in  tins,  and  also  rice,  are  much  re- 
quired; nor  should  they  ever  be  Avithout  a  good 
supply  of  A  Cgetables,  Avhich  Avould  do  more  than  any 
medicine  to  arrest  the  threatening  of  scurvy,  uoav  too 
evident  throughout  the  army. 

We  haA'e  heard  much  of  huts  being  sent  out  from 
England  for  the  comfort  of  the  soldier,  but  as  yet  I 
have  not  seen  one;  and  Avhen  they  arrive  at  Bala- 
klava  the  state  of  the  roads  and  transport  are  such 
that  I  cannot  imagine  how  they  are  to  be  got  up  to 
the  front. 

With  regard  to  Avarm  clothing,  I  am  glad  to  say 
it  has  been  distributed  to  some  regiments,  and  that 
others  Avill  be  supplied  in  due  course. 

I  may  mention,  also,  the  great  difficulty  Ave  have, 
there  being  no  available  transport,  of  getting  the  sick 
sent  to  Balaklava,  and  for  Avhich  Ave  are  entirely 
indebted  to  the  French  ambulance  mules  (Avith  their 
cacholets  and  litieres),  Avhich  do  their  Avork  ad- 
mirably, Avhether  in  suoav  or  in  mud.  Our  ambu- 
lance has  turned  out  a  complete  failure,  at  least  in 
the  present  state  of  the  roads  ;  and  only  during 
summer,  Avhen  the  roads  are  good,  and  Avith  large 
horses,  could  they  be  of  any  use.  They  certainly 
dW  good  service  at  the  battle  of  Inkerman,  but  such 
worn-out  drunken  old  men  Avho  noAV  form  the  ambu- 
lance corps — many  of  them  Avithout  any  knowledge, 
too,  of  horses — hoAV  could  anything  pi'osper  Avith 
them  ?  Again,  the  mules  selected  are  much  too 
small,  and  not  adapted  for  draught.  For  this  purpose 
the  animal  should  possess  good  Aveight  of  body. 


We  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  have  a  better  mode 
of  ambulance  for  the  army  than  that  of  the  French  ; 
they  are  suited  to  carry  sick  in  any  Aveather  or  state 
of  the  roads  Avhen  or  Avhere  Avheel  carriages  cannot 
travel  ;  they  are  excellent  for  picking  up  the  sick  or 
Avounded  in  any  part  of  the  battle  held  ;  and  Avhen 
not  otherwise  engaged  they  could  be  employed  in 
carrying  provisions  or  amnuinition.  And  Avith  a 
well  organised  corps  of  young  soldiers  properly  com- 
manded, of  from  three  to  four  years'  service,  of  good 
character,  and  Avho  had  .been  accustomed  to  Avork 
Avith  horses  in  early  life, — or  a  corps  might  be  en- 
listed at  home,  lads  of  any  height,  as  Ioav  as  live  feet, 
and  accustomed  to  horses,  from  the  class  of  farm 
servants,  or  Irish  cabmen  ;  and  these,  Avith  a  sufficient 
number  of  good  mules  Avell  looked  after,  and  to  Avhich 
might  be  added  either  a  fcAV  light  vans,  after  the 
form  of  the  American  Avaggon,  or  some  light  Irish 
jaunting  cars  (Bianconi's),  and  Avhich  Avould  be  found 
useful  in  various  Avays  during  the  summer. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  W.  Linton,  M.D., 

Dr.  Smith,  Dep.  Inspector  General, 

he.  ike. 


No.  704. 

(Memorandum). 

Camp  of  1st  Division,  Heights  of 
Sm,  Balaklava,  8th  March  185.). 

"  As  the  hot  season  is  rapidly  advancing,  medical 
officers  are  recommended  to  ])ay  particular  attention  to 
the  sanitary  condition  of  their  respective  camps.  It 
is  requested  that  they  visit  them  frequently  and  point 
out  to  the  quartermaster  such  nuisances  as  they  may 
think  necessary  to  be  removed,  and  also  sec  such  other 
improvements  carried  out  as  may  be  thought  necessary 
for  the  health  of  the  troops." 


No.  705. 

Extract  from  Medical  Transactions  of  the  42c? 
lioyal  Highlanders,  for  the  year  ending  Z\st 
March  1855. 

Speaking  of  the  entrenched  camp  occupied  by  the 
42d  Highlanders  on  the  heights  of  Balaklava, 

Dr.  Furlong  says,  "  Everything  that  could  possibly 
be  done  for  the  men  Avas  done  by  the  colonel  and 
officers,  but  they  could  not  supjjly  them  Avith  huts, 
Avarm  clothing,  and  good  and  abundant  food.  About 
the  middle  of  February,  Avhcn  the  severest  time  of  the 
year  had  passed,  Avooden  huts  Avere  got  up  from 
Balaklava,  and  Avere  erected  along  the  line  of  the 
defences  for  the  men  ;  cook  houses  Avere  remodelled 
and  enlarged;  the  ground  Avell  drained,  and  paths,  &c. 
paA'ed  around  the  huts.  Latrines  Avere  constructed  at 
a  distance  from  the  huts,  and  as  much  as  possible 
outside  the  lines. 

"  The  hospital  Avas  erected  on  a  dry  and  sloping 
hill  a  little  in  rear  of  the  centre,  and  near  a  spring  of 
good  Avater.  It  uoav  consists  of  four  huts  for  patients, 
containing  72  beds,  one  hut  hospital  serjeant,  surgery 
and  store,  a  cook  house  and  ablution  tent,  two  latrines 
well  covered  in,  and  a  good  sized  hut  for  a  dead  house 
and  operating  room. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  Furlong,  M.D. 

Surgeon  42d  Highlanders." 


No.  706. 

Extract  from  Weekly  Observations  ending  the  2d 
of  June,  1855. 
"  Cholera — Admissions  55  ;  deaths  23. 

"  On  inquiry  I  lind  that,  Avith  fcAV  exceptions,  these 
cases  have  occurred  amongst  the  men  Avho  arrived 
with  the  last  dratts  from  England,  and  avIio  are  of 
course  quite  unacclimatised.     Their  fatigues  have 
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been  chiefly  cutting  wood  for  fascines  and  gabions, 
and  in  removing  sliot  and  shell  in  the  harbour  of 
Balaklava.  The  last  duty  is  severe,  and  the  exposure 
to  the  emanations  from  the  harbour  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  while  the  body  is  much  fatigued,  may  predis- 
pose to  the  disease,  and  this  seems  to  be  corroborated 
by  Mr.  Blenkins,  Surgeon  of  the  Grenadier  Guards, 
who  states  that  '  the  greater  part  of  the  men  admitted 
had  been  on  fatigue  duty  at  Balaklava  previous  to 
being  attacked.'  The  situation  and  sanitary  condition 
of  the  cam))  of  the  brigade  of  Guards  is  unobjection- 
able, at  least  as  far  as  I  can  see. 

"  The  great  amount  of  fatigue  duty  performed  at 
this  time  in  the  harbour  of  Balaklava  by  the  men  was 
represented,  and  the  hours  of  labour  in  the  heat  of 
the  day  were  diminished." 


No.  707. 

"  The  deaths  from  cholera  in  the  division  during 
the  week  ending  the  9th  of  June  amounted  to  68, 
chiefly  in  A  and  11  Batteries  of  Artillery,  the  Small 
Arm  Ammunition  Brigade,  the  (  Unirds,  and  31st  Regi- 
ment. The  Batteries  and  Annnunition  Brigade  were 
recommended  to  change  their  ground,  which  they  did, 
viz.,  from  low  ground  near  the  42d  camp  to  a  slightly 
elevated  ridge  beliind,  and  not  far  from  Kadckoi  and 
cam]5  of  93d  Highlanders,  and  with  immediate  and 
decided  beneht.  The  numbers  in  the  hospital  and  hut 
of  the  31st  Regiment  were  thinned  at  once  by  moving 
them  to  huts  lately  occupied  by  the  G3d  Regiment, 
and  where  they  remained  until  the  middle  of  the 
nuKith,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  front,  after  which 
very  few  deaths  occurred  i'rom  this  disease." 


No.  708. 

Extract  from   Jf'ee/ih/  Heport  ending  I6th  June, 
'  18,3o. 

"  The  31st  Regiment  arrived  from  the  Ionian 
Islands  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  and  encamped  on 
ground  previously  occupied  by  the  79th  Lliglilanders, 
and  they  have  since  been  suficring  from  both  diarrhoea 
and  cholera.  This  encamjnnent,  from  the  nature  of 
the  soil,  i<4C.,  should  be  condemned,  and  the  huts 
removed." 


No.  709. 

Extract   from  TFec/th/    Observations  ending 
\th  All  (just  18.35. 

"  Cholera— Deaths  25." 

It  is  stated,  "  The  situation  of  the  cam])  of  tlie  72d 
Highlanders,  the  greatest  sufferers,  appears  to  be 
unobjectionable  ;  it  is  clean,  and  in  good  order;  all  the 
animals,  ^c.  have  been  deeply  buried,  and  layers  of 
charcoal  and  lime,  iu  nearly  eciual  proportions,  have 
been  put  over  the  graves. 

"  The  tents  are  not  more  crowded  than  usual,  the 
average  number  being  10  in  each  bell  tent,  and  some 
of  I 'nese  arc  always  on  duly.  Altogether,  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  men  seem  cai-efully  watched  and 
attended  to.  The  inscrutable  ways  of  this  disease 
render  its  return  unaccountable. 

"  The  situation  of  the  burial  grounds  and  latrines 
were  constant  sources  of  anxiety.  If  the  site  were 
not  at  any  time  ])roperly  selected,  I  never  failed  to 
jioint  out  the  defect  to  the  military  authorities,  who 
usually  paid  ready  attention  to  any  suggestion  made 
on  the  subject. 

"  The  graves  were  alw  ays  dug  as  deep  as  jiossible  ; 
and  when  charcoal  and  lime  became  availalile  dee]) 
layers  of  both  Avere  put  over  them. 

"  The  latrines  were  generally  in  the  rear  of  the 
camii,  and  v.  hcn  the  soil  admitted  they  were  dug  to  as 
good  a  depth  as  possible,  and  several  inches  of  earth 
were  thrown  into  them  morning  and  evening;  but 


before  Sebastopol,  where  the  ground  was  rocky,  such 
precautions  were  impossible." 

(Signed)  W.  Lixton,  M.l). 

Dep.  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals. 


No.  710-711. 

Mr.  Cooper  to  Dr.  Linton. 

Cam]),  Genrekler,  Bulgaria, 
SiK,  1st  August  1854. 

I  AVAIL  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  (after 
arriving  at  camp)  to  submit  a  few  observations  and 
suggestions  to  your  considerati<ni. 

1.  It  will  he  allowed  that  every  precaution  which 
human  foresight  can  suggest  in  reference  to  the  pre- 
vailing epidemic,  ought  to  be  observed.  We  have  to 
contend  with  a  disease  the  peculiarities  of  Avhich  are 
well  known  to  the  profession.  Our  duty  in  reference 
to  the  epidemical  influence  is  the  more  easy  on  that 
account.  I,  therefore,  commence  on  a  line  of  action, 
unattended  with  difficulties,  provided  I  receive  the 
supjiort  which  my  i)osition  as  sanitary  officer  demands 
on  all  sides. 

2.  The  i)rudent  precautions  already  adopted  meet 
Avith  my  entire  concurrence,  and  would  have  been 
suggested  by  myself  had  I  accom]ianied  the  division 
from  Aladyn.  I  am  free  to  admit  the  full  measure  of 
their  necessity,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  cannot  allow 
that  they  have  altogetlier  encompassed  the  subject. 
Being  of  that  opinion,  I  will  take  upon  myself  the 
task  of  adding  to  the  stock,  from  time  to  time,  as 
occasions  Avarrant. 

3.  It  appears  to  me  highly  important  to  provide 
against  the  heavy  rains  which  occur  in  this  climate, 
and,  therefore,  I  take  upon  myself  to  suggest  the 
necessity  for  immediate  attention  to  a  system  of  com- 
jilete  drainage  over  the  Avliole  encamjiment.  The 
surface  Avater  as  the  rain  falls  should  be  alioAved  an 
uninterrupted  How  into  the  valleys. 

4.  Since  dampness  ]:)redisiioses  to  ciiolera,  every 
means  should  be  adopted  to  render  the  floor  of  each 
tent  as  dry  as  possible.  In  addition  to  the  solar 
influence,*  circumferential  drainage  is  next  to  be 
observed.  I  Avould  have  the  ditches  cut  at  least  a 
foot  deep,  and  Avide  in  proportion,  to  permit  of  lateral 
evaporation,  since  moisture  Avill  make  its  exit  in 
Avhatever  direction  an  outlet  is  permitted.  I  cannot 
overlook  the  occasion  for  longitudinal  channels  being 
dug  in  a  line  Avith  each  roAA'  of  tents,  to  communicate 
on  one  side  Avith  the  encircling  trenches,  and  at  one 
or  both  extremities  Avith  main  outlets,  to  carry  the 
rain  aAvay  from  each  regimental  encampment,  so  as  to 
secure  a  free  and  uninterru])ted  communication  from 
the  circumference  of  each  tent  to  the  adjacent  A  alleys. 
Moreover,  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  necessity  for 
draining  the  surfaces  IwtAveen  the  rows  of  tents 
Avherever  Avater  is  lialjle  to  lodge. 

5.  The  latrines  need  especial  attention.  They 
should  be  dug,  in  my  opinion,  at  least  six  feet  deep, 
and  should  lie  covered  daily  Avith  a  foot  of  soil,  six 
inches  of  Avhich  ought  to  be  s])read  tAvo  hours  after 
the  men  liave  breakfast,  and  the  other  six  four  hours 
after  the  men  have  taken  their  dinner  meal.  No 
latrine  should  be  used  more  than  three  days,  to  ensure 
three  feet  of  earth  as  a  covering.  Each  should  be 
overshadoAved  Avith  boughs  to  screen  the  contents 
from  the  powerful  sun  during  his  nearly  vertical 
course. 

6.  Next  in  importance  to  human  excrement  is  the 
deposit  from  the  immense  number  of  animals  attached 
to  the  division.  There  is  occasion  for  its  being 
collected  daily,  and  buried  eA'ery  morning.  We  are 
not  to  be  unmindful  of  all  other  descriptions  of  refuse 
matter,  both  animal  and  A-egetable,  Avhich  are  certain 


*  The  tents  were  struck. every  day,  for  a  few  hours,  to  permit 
the  sun  to  dry  the  floors,  and  to  ensure  ventilation  and  clean- 
iiness. 
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to  accumulate  if  not  looked  after.  I  need  scarcely 
state  that  it  should  be  removed  and  covered  daily  by 
a  layer  of  earth. 

7.  Authority  should  be  conceded  to  one  or  more 
officers  to  destroy  on  the  spot  all  unripe  fruit,  unwhole- 
some vegetables,  sour  and  l)ad  wines,  &c.,  &c.,  offered 
for  sale. 

8.  One  large  bower  is  advisable  between  each  row 
of  tents  as  a  shelter  against  the  heat  of  the  day,  inas- 
nmch  that  the  temperature  exceeds  90"  Fahrenheit 
within  the  tents  after  midday.  I  disapprove  of  the 
free  circulation  of  air  in  and  about  the  tents  being 
interrupted  by  the  accumulation  of  bowers,  which  is 
likely  to  occur  if  soldiers  are  permitted  to  exercise 
independent  action. 

In  conclusion,  I  need  scarcely  apologise  for  the 
length  of  this  communication,  since  it  is  in  keeping 
Avith  my  appointment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Robert  Cooper, 

2nd  Class  Staff  Surgeon, 
Dr.  Linton,  Sanitary  Officer  to  the  1st  Division. 

&c.  he. 


No.  712. 

3Ir.  Cooper  to  Dr.  Linton. 

Sir,  Geurekler.  3d  August  1854. 

Having  made  a  very  careful  inspection  of  the 
whole  surface  of  the  encamping  grounds,  I  have  to 
report  that  several  tents  were  unprovided  with 
ditches — many  had  been  ilug  only  an  inch  deep — and 
several  did  not  exceed  three  inches  in  width,  f  Jnder 
such  circumstances  it  would  be  impossible  to  prevent 
the  ingress  of  water  during  heavy  rain. 

The  latrines  were  in  a  very  indifferent  state,  a  mere 
tilm  of  earth  having  been  thrown  down  to  cover  the 
soil.  One  just  finished  (for  the  79th  Regiment) 
scarcely  exceeded  three  feet  in  depth.  Several  were 
surrounded  by  a  bad  stench,  which  in  one  instance 
gave  rise  to  a  complaint  from  the  men  on  account  of 
the  smell  extending  as  far  as  their  tents.  It  is  highly 
necessary  that  latrines  should  be  constructed  where- 
ever  the  native  followers  congregate. 

Manure  exists  in  several  places  as  if  untouched  for 
days. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Robert  Cooper, 
Dr.  Linton,  2nd  Class  Staff  Surgeon, 

&c.    &c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  713. 
Mr.  Cooper  to  Dr.  Linton. 

Camp,  Geurekler, 
Sir,  5th  August  1854. 

Being  interposed  between  the  military  and  the 
sources  of  disease,  it  would  ill  become  me  to  refrain 
from  performing  my  duty  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  division,  from  a  sense  of  delicacy  or  fear  of  being 
considered  troublesome  and  unyielding,  I  am  there- 
fore constrained  to  revert  to  a  most  important  topic 
bearing  upon  the  sanitary  state  of  the  camp,  which 
has  already  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  authorities,  without  any  permanent  amendment 
having  resulted  in  the  form  of  an  abatement  of  the 
evil. 

The  atmosphere  being  calm  during  the  hours  of 
one  and  two  this  morning,  I  accepted  the  favourable 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  whether  the  latrines  were 
capable  of  contaminating  the  air  during  the  stillness 
of  the  night.  I  carelully  passed  over  the  entire 
surface  of  the  ground  on  which  the  Highland  brigade 
is  encamped.  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  a  very 
powerful  stench  existed  amid  the  tents  in  the  centre 
of  the  brigade,  emanating  from  the  latrines  in  the 
rear.    If  the  officers  and  men  are  to  be  protected 


from  so  potent  a  cause  of  disease,  it  is  highly  necessary 
that  prompt  and  immediate  steps  should  be  applied 
overcome  the  nuisance.  We  know  that  emanations 
from  human  debris  are  very  productive  of  bad  types 
of  fever  ;  and,  moreover,  the  youngest  member  in 
the  profession  must  be  aware  that  similar  ingredients 
suspended  in  the  air  occasion  (during  the  existence 
of  an  epidemical  tendency)  that  fearful  disease  now 
in  operation  among  us.  A  mere  film  of  earth  daily 
thrown  into  the  latrines  cannot  separate  the  healthy 
from  the  causes  of  disease.  An  inch  or  two  of  soil 
is  altogether  useless,  being  barely  sufficient  to  absorb 
the  mire.  There  must  be  abundance  thrown  into 
each  pit  if  it  is  intended  to  arrest  the  career  of  a 
pestilence  which  may  be  only  in  its  infancy.  The 
whole  must  be  accomplished  at  least  twice  in  the  24 
hours.  A  mere  show  of  improvement  will  not  suffice 
in  these  times.  My  pen  will  never  cease  until  I 
fulfil  so  important  a  part  of  my  mission.  Mine  is  not 
an  appointment  without  a  function ;  if  it  is  to  be  made 
so,  let  me  be  withdrawn  from  it.  The  lives  of  many 
depend  upon  my  action,  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
force  hinges  on  the  sanitary  improvements  effected. 
Labour  cannot  in  my  opinion  lie  more  profitably 
employed  during  the  threatening  of  an  epidemic  than 
by  securing  health  to  the  troops.  If  the  nature  of 
the  ground  be  such  as  not  to  permit  of  deep  latrines 
being  dug,  why  not  open  fresh  ones  daily  ?  The 
muscular  exercise  bestowed  on  their  construction  of 
itself  will  conduce  to  the  vigour  and  health  of  the 
men.  Viewing  life  solely  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
lioAV  necessary  it  is  in  these  times  to  adopt  every  pre- 
caution which  human  prudence  can  devise  to  ensure 
its  continuance  to  the  state!  Men  are  not  easily 
replaced  when  carried  off  by  disease,  but  the  obviation 
of  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  is  within  the 
grasp  of  practicability.  The  routine  of  parades  is 
surely  well  knov-^n  by  this  time,  but  the  danger 
attendant  upon  the  existence  of  pest  holes  is  but  little 
heeded.  Let  the  former  be  suspended  for  a  time, 
that  the  uaen  may  be  enabled  to  bestow  their  energies 
on  the  latter,  which,  unimportant  as  it  may  seem  to 
the  authorities,  has  truly  a  highly  political  end  in 
view,  if  strength  of  arms  is  to  gain  everything  in  the 
field.  Accepting  then  my  statements  in  all  their 
bearings,  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject must  be  immediately  admitted.  The  lives  of  men, 
in  a  civil,  military,  and  political  point  of  view  require 
to  be  saved.  The  sanitary  officer  has  ventured  to 
assert  in  forcible  language  his  prerogative;  he  directs 
attention  to  depots  of  human  abomination,  containing 
within  the  elements  of  death,  the  seeds  of  disease ; 
he  announces  the  danger  attendant  upon  their  neglect, 
and  craves  assistance  of  authority  to  place  them  on 
a  better  footing. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Robert  Cooper, 
Dr.  Linton,  2nd  Class  Staff'  Surgeon, 

&c.    &c,  &c.      •  8fc. 


No.  714. 

Mr.  Cooper  to  Dr.  Linton. 

Camp,  Geurekler, 
Sir,  6th  August  1854. 

Having  completed  a  mid-day  inspection  of  the 
encampment,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  a  large 
excavation  has  been  dug  in  rear  of  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  into  which  a  great  quantity  of  large  bones, 
dung,  and  refuse  matter  has  been  thrown.  I  have 
been  given  to  understand  that  the  mass  has  been 
fermenting  and  decomposing  under  the  conjoined 
influence  of  a  powerful  sun  and  moisture  for  the  last 
few  days.  The  smell  emanating  from  it  has  been 
such  as  to  occasion  complaint  from  Assistant  Commis- 
sary General  Strickland.  Extending  in  an  easterly 
direction  from  the  pit  referred  to,  there  may  be  seen 
heaps  of  manure  skirting  a  newly-ploughed  field. 
I  cannot  understand  why  the  injui'ious  accumulations 
of  a  regiment  do  not  meet  with  a  daily  burial  ! 


INTO  THE  KEGULATIONS  AFFECTING  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  AKMY,  &C. 
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The  latrines  of  the  Coldstream  Guards  are  in  a 
shocking  state  of  tilth.  I  alluded  to  them  in  my 
communication  of  the  3d  instant,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  following  quotation,  "  several  -were  surrounded  by 
"  a  had  stench,  which  in  one  instance  gave  rise  to 
"  a  complaint  frmn  the  men.  on  account  of  the  smell 

extending  as  fur  us  their  tents."  Ko  amendment 
appears  to  have  taken  place  in  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing them  since  that  report  was  made.  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  1st  Brigade  should  not  fall  into  the 
plan  suggested  in  orders  for  the  2d  Brigade,  viz., 
"  in  future  a  new  latrine  should  be  dug  every  even- 
"  ing  after  retreat,  parallel  to  the  old  one,  and  that 
"  the  earth  from  the  new  latrine  should  be  thrown 
"  into  the  old  one,  so  as  entirely  to  cover  it."  In 
reference  to  Sir  Colin  Campbell's  order  I  have  to 
offer  a  few  observations  and  two  suggestions, — the  one 
being,  that  the  digging  commences  rather  too  late  in 
the  evening,  insomuch  that  the  trench  cannot  be 
complete  before  dark,  and,  tlierefore,  /  iconic/  recom- 
mend the  work  to  he  undertaken  half  au  hour  earlier. 
If  the  men  are  to  be  permitted  to  dig  only  as  deep  as 
they  please  and  as  wide  as  they  think  fit,  but  little 
will  be  accomplished  towards  sanitary  improvement. 
The  depth  and  breadtli  of  each  latrine  should  be  stated 
in  orders,  hi.  keeping  ivith  the  nature  of  the  ground  to 
be  worked  upon.  Where  it  is  possible,  the  depth  in 
my  opinion  should  be  three  feet,  and  the  width  two,  or, 
perhaps,  a  little  more. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  1?015KKT  COOPKK, 

Dr.  Linton,  2nd  Class  Staff  Surgeon, 

&c.  h^-.  cV. 


No.  715. 
Mr.  Cooper  to  Dr.  Linton. 

C^amp,  Geurekler, 
Siu,  7th  August  1854. 

It  Avill  instantly  be  admitted  by  professional 
men,  and  be  readily  understood  by  everybody  else, 
that  it  is  my  duty  to  be  incessantly  occupied  (even  at 
the  risk  of  being  thought  troublesome)  in  submitting 
to  the  consideration  of  the  authorities  every  cause 
likely  to  originate  and  perpetuate  disease. 

During  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  a  leading  axiom 
of  sanitarj^  observance  must  never  be  overlooked  or 
orgotten,  viz.,  to  aurest  diakriicea  in  tts  earliest 

STAGE. 

In  keeping  witii  tliat  most  important  principle,  I 
have  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  General  in 
command  of  the  division  a  fruitful  source  of  bowel 
complaints  hereby  in  operation  among  the  troops, 
inasmuch  that  it  is  admitted  into  tlie  system  at  each 
meal  when  the  ration  is  used. 

Medical  men  know  too  well  that  mechanical  irrita- 
tion of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane  is  one  of  the 
most  powerful  causes  of  diarrhanx  and  dysentery  if 
permitted  to  continue  in  force  any  length  of  time. 
As  yet  Ave  have  escaped  the  latter  disease,  but  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  season  is  propitious, 
and  the  exciting  cause  to  be  brought  under  considera- 
tion favourable  to  its  development. 

My  attention  has  been  directed  this  morning  to  the 
ration  sugar  issued  to  the  93d  Regiment.  The 
quartermaster  submitted  to  my  notice  an  experiment 
replete  with  information  of  tJie  most  instructive  and 


important  nature  at  this  particular  period  of  a  visita- 
tion. Upon  mixing  a  tea-spoonful  of  the  sugar  in 
half  a  pint  of  water,  and  allowing  it  to  remain  at  rest 
for  a  few  minutes,  I  was  anuized  at  the  enormous 
l)roportion  of  large  and  small  particles  of  sand  at  the 
l)t)ttom  of  the  vessel  after  tlie  water  had  been  drained 
off.  The  test  was  repeated  three  or  four  times  with 
the  same  results.  Not  being  satisfied  with  the  infor- 
mation obtained  from  one  regiment,  I  procured  some 
ration  sugar  from  a  soldier  of  the  42d  Highlanders. 
After  manipulating  it  in  keeping  wdtli  the  above 
exposition,  a  like  amount  of  residue  fell  to  the  bottom. 
We  cannot  do  otherwise  than  infer  that  the  whole  of 
the  sugar  issued  to  the  division  is  similarly  adul- 
terated, since  it  all  proceeds  from  the  same  source 
— the  commissariat  stores. 

It  is  impossible  to  be  otherwise  than  alarmed  at 
so  much  sand  l)eing  daily  admitted  into  the  boAvels, 
knowing  that  it  cannot  do  otherwise  than  produce  me- 
chanical irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  through- 
out its  entire  length.  If  one  tea-spoonful  of  sugar 
contains  so  much  in  it  of  an  irritant  nature,  Avhat 
Avill  the  daily  ration  of  \^  oz.  conceal  ?  When  cal- 
culated, medical  officers  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  so  nmch  diarrha-a. 

It  onljr  reuuiins  for  me  now  to  impress  upon  the 
authorities  the  stern  necessity  which  exists  for  adopt- 
ing measures  to  guard  the  soldier  from  so  powerful 
an  exciting  cause  of  intestinal  derangements.  I  have 
entered  lieartily  into  the  subject,  knowing  so  Avell  the 
extent  of  its  bearings,  if  it  Ijc  thouglit  necessary  to 
protect  the  men  from  debilitating  and  fatal  diseases. 
Now  that  Ave  are  in  the  field,  the  ranks  need  the 
opjiosite  of  thinning.  Unless  attention  be  paid  to 
tlic  suliject,  diarrhcca  must  continue — dysentery  arise 
— and  cholera,  hold  its  haliitation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Robert  Cooper, 
Dr.  Linton,  2d  Class  Staff  Surgeon, 

&c.    &c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  1\6. 

Suggestions  offered  in  Conversation. 

1 .  CoxsTRUcTiox  of  latriucs  for  Avomen.  2.  Removal 
of  the  slaughtering  place  further  from  camp.  3.  The 
formation  of  a  new  latrine  for  the  Grenadier  Guards 
OAving  to  the  filtliy  state  of  the  existing  one.  4.  To 
encamp  on  an  o\ie\\  space  aAvay  from  the  bush  and 
forest.  .5.  To  avoid  encamping  on  the  margin  of 
the  heights  Avhich  overlooked  the  unliealthy  A'alley  in 
the  vicinity  of  Varna.  6.  To  be  particular  in  the 
selection  of  a  soil  (on  Avhicli  to  encamp)  that  it  might 
be  free  of  A'egetable  and  animal  matter,  and  capable 
of  perfect  subsoil  drainage.  7.  When  the  encamp- 
ment had  l)een  localised  for  a  short  period,  suggested 
the  advisability  of  its  removal  to  a  new  position  dis- 
tant from  the  A'alley,  that  the  transfer  might  have  a 
beneficial  effect  on  the  men,  it  being  an  acknoAvIedged 
fact  that  soil  beneath  a  tent  or  marquee  becomes 
saturated  Avith  the  emanations  from  the  persons  of 
the  occupants,  as  Avell  as  intermixed  Avith  animal  and 
A'egetable  matters  Avliich  constitute  the  daily  diets. 

The  above  suggestions  proceed  from  notes  in  the 
journal  kept  l)y  Surgeon  Cooper  whilst  in  Bulgaria. 
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Letters  of  Dr.  Dumbreck,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 


No.  717. 

Dr.  Ditmhreck  to  Sir  G.  Brotvn. 

SiK,  Yarna,  6tli  June  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  again  to  draw  your  attention 
to  the  most  defective  sanitary  condition  of  the  Ijuild- 
ing  destined  to  l)e  used  as  a  hospital  for  the  sick  of 
this  army  ;  it  is  overrun  Avith  vermin,  and  is  ob- 
viously to  any  one  visiting  it,  in  its  present  state, 
entirely  unfit  for  the  reception  of  soldiers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  suggest  that  some  immediate 
measures  may  be  taken  to  make  the  condition  of  this 
building  such  as  will  render  it  in  some  degree  fit  for 
its  assigned  purpose,  as  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to 
know,  in  the  event  of  the  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the 
army,  with  the  accession  of  sick  such  as  may  be 
looked  for,  in  what  manner  provision  could  be 
made  for  their  treatment  miless  something  is  at  once 
done  to  remove  or  at  least  to  mitigate  the  serious  and 
numerous  objections  to  the  locality  referred  to. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck, 
Sir  G.  Brown,         Deputy  Inspector  General  of 

ike.        &e.  Hospitals. 


No.  718. 


Sir,  '  Varna,  11th  June  1854. 

In  reference  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  its 
enclosures*  herewith  returned,  I  regret  that  exception 
should  have  been  taken  at  the  tone  of  tlie  latter,  as 
Dr.  Alexander,  I  feel  persuaded,  only  meant  empha- 
tically to  express  the  strength  of  his  convictions, 
earnestly  seeking,  in  common  with  every  other 
medical  officer  of  the  division,  access  to  those  appli- 
ances which  we  as  professional  men  know  to  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  contingencies  of  sickness  and 
the  calamities  of  war,  likely  to  affect  the  large  Ijody 
of  men  whose  health  is  committed  to  our  care. 

Dr.  Alexander  having  yesterday  represented  to  me 
the  purport  of  his  letter  spoken  of  above,  I  this  day 
visited  the  camp,  spending  some  hours  therein  pursuit 
of  the  object  of  my  journey,  and  I  confess  that  the 
medical  officers  have  too  much  reason  to  complain  of 
the  restrictions  placed  on  them  in  regard  to  supplies 
of  medicines  the  exercise  of  their  profession  demands. 

The  pannier  supply  is  merely  sufficient  to  meet  tlie 
calls  on  it  which  a  skirmish  might  create,  and  I  find 
that  the  contents  of  them  have  already  been  in  many 
instances  largely  drawn  on.  It  is  true  that  these  may 
be  re])laced  from  the  store  here,  and  I  have  ordered 
that  this  may  be  done,  but  tliis  is  not  enough,  and  sad 
Avill  be  the  fate  of  the  division,  and  grievous  our  re- 
sponsibility, if  more  efficient  and  extended  means  than 
those  paltry  panniers  aftbrd  are  not  at  hand  in  the 
day  of  need  ;  they  are  for  a  momentary  and  passing 
service,  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  resources  from 
which  the  current  expenditure  for  some  7000  men  is 
to  be  drami. 

Were  this  division  provided  with  tlie  ambulance 
supplies,  I  trust  now  near  at  hand  for  the  use  of  this 
army,  I  should  feel  comparatively  little  anxiety.  It 
is  evidently  the  intention  of  the  highest  authorities, 
guided  in  the  matter  by  the  counsels  of  experienced 
men,  that  we  should  have  for  each  division  a  liberal 
store,  witness,  in  proof  of  this,  the  supplies  Avith 
Avliich  the  ambulances  are  laden.  For  the  division  to 
commence  warfare  Avitli  the  pannier  supplies  alone, 
would  be  to  court  the  most  disastrous  results,  would 
be  to  secure  a  large  amount  of  human  misery,  and 
would  involve  those  responsible  for  the  care  of  the 
sick  in  Avell-deserved  obloquy,  were  they  to  leave 
their  opinions  unexpressed,  and  silently  to  accept  a 
state  of  things  which  they  feel  is  not  sufficient  to 

*  Copy  of  inclosiires  referred  to  transmitted  herewith. 


meet  the  probable  emergencies  of  their  prospective 
duties. 

I  have  therefore  the  honour  to  recommend  that  the 
division,  provided  the  due  proportion  of  ambulances 
be  allotted  to  it,  may  be  permitted  to  be  furnished 
with  that  allowance  of  medicines,  medical  comforts, 
&c.  Avhich  I,  as  responsible  for  the  guardianship  of 
liealth  may  consider  necessary.  This  is  purely 
a  professional  matter,  and  I  cannot  conceive  any  claim 
on  transport  more  urgent  than  that  I  advocate.  A 
few  additional  Vv-aggons  may  be  an  inconvenience, 
but  it  is  better  to  suWer  this  rather  than  tliat  one 
life  should  be  needlessly  lost,  or  that  human  misery 
should  remain  unalleviated  from  the  Avant  of  those 
appliances  Avhich  medical  men  alone  knoAv  to  be 
requisite  for  the  exercise  of  their  profession. 

AVe  are  all  striving  for  a  common  object,  and  I 
earnestly  appeal  to  the  General  to  place  that  con- 
fidence in  us  Avhich  I  think  we  deserve,  and  that  he 
will  allow  ine  unfettered  to  exercise  some  discretion 
in  this  matter,  and  to  administer  to  Avhat  I  knOAV  to 
be  the  Avants  of  the  division  under  Ids  command. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck,  M.  D. 
Colonel  Sullivan,  Dep.  Inspector  General  of 

^^c.        &c.  Hospitals. 

SiK>  _  Camp  Aladyn,  10th  June  1854. 

As  the  light  division  is  noAV  under  orders  to 
proceed  forward,  and  may  ere  long  have  a  brush  Avith 
tlie  enemy,  and  as  the  supply  of  medicines  and  lios- 
pital  equipments,  &c.  &c.,  allowed  to  be  brought  on 
are  totally  inadequate  for  such  a  contingency,  and  in 
the  event  of  such  occurring,  tlie  misery  and  Avretched- 
ness  of  the  sick  and  Avounded  Avould  be  exceedingly 
great  5      _  ^ 

The  British  Government  having  also  in  the  most 
liberal  manner  forAvarded  to  this  country  supplies  of 
almost  everything  that  could  add  to  the  comfort  and 
alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  and  Avounded, 
certainly  not  with  the  intention  of  the  same  beino- 
kept  at  Scutari  or  Yarna,  but  that  they  might  be  on 
the  spot  on  the  field  Avhen  required. 

I  liave  the  honour  to  recommend  most  strongly  that 
you  Avill  apply  ibr  the  hospital  supplies  (I  believe 
now  prepared  at  Varna  for  this  division)  to  join  at 
once,  in  charge  of  a  dispenser  of  medicines  and 
surgeon's  clerk,  as  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  above 
stores,  &c.  that  are  absolutely  necessary,  should 
hamper  the  movements  of  the  light  division  more  than 
the  commissariat  supplies  that  accompany  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Tho.  Alexander,  M.D. 
Brigadier-General  Airey,  Staff-Surgeon. 
&c.       &c.  &c. 

Submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Lieut.-General 
commanding  the  light  division. 

(Signed)       Richard  Airey, 

Brigadier  General. 

10th  June  1854. 

Refer  this  letter  to  the  principal  medical  officer, 
informing  iiiin  tliat  I  by  no  means  approve  of  the 
tone  of  this,  and  thiit  in  my  judgment  Dr.  Alexander 
had  better  defer  sucli  suggestions  and  strictures  till 
they  are  asked  for. 

(Signed)       Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  G.  Broavn. 


No.  719. 

Mr.  Dnynbrecli  to  General  Tylden. 

Sir,  Varna,  16th  June  1854. 

I  iiAA^E  the  honour  to  submit  the  folloAving 
suggestions  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  measures  wJiich 
it  is  desirable  shouhl  be  carried  out  in  the  Turkish 
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barrack,  destined  as  the  general  hospital  of  Varna, 
for  the  English  army. 

1st.  Ventilation. — The  miserably  small  windows, 
want  of  fire-places,  and  vicious  construction  of  the 
internal  fittings  of  the  rooms  or  wards,  render. this 
most  defective.  The  windows  ought  to  be  enlarged, 
apertures  made  in  tlie  walls  near  the  roof  and  the 
ground,  and  a  light  railing  substituted  for  the  boarded 
kind  of  parapet,  which  goes  round  the  central  i)art  of 
each  ward.  I  should  also  suggest  for  your  considera-^ 
tion,  the  expediency  of  making  holes  near  the  roof 
"  plafond,"  of  each  ward. 

2d.  The  central  part  of  the  ground  floor  ought  to 
be  boarded,  and  perhaps  a  careful  examination  of  the 
masonry  of  the  lower  part  of  the  building  might 
point  out  means  to  keep  out  the  innumerable  swarms 
of  rats  which  now  infest  the  rooms  ;  these  animals  are 
destructive  to  floors,  and  will  prove  a  very  obvious 
source  of  annoyance  to  patients. 

3d.  The  drains  near  and  leading  from  the  privies, 
particularly  that  to  the  eastward,  should  be  carefully 
looked  to  ;  their  covering  is  l)roken  and  out  of  order, 
and,  unless  remedied,  Avill  allow  the  atmosphere  to  be 
vitiated  by  the  escajie  of  pestilential  miasms. 

4th.  The  privy  to  the  westward  should,  as  being 
superfluous,  be  no  longer  used  ;  Avere  its  openings 
carefully  covered,  a  large  and  probably  a  useful  room 
might  thus  be  added  to  our  hospital  acconunodation, 
an  ablution  house  for  example. 

5tli.  The  preparation  of  a  pack  and  arm  store  is 
requisite. 

6th.  The  fitting  up  and  repair  of  the  room  used  as 
an  apothecary's  store  is  required. 

7th.  Provision  must  be  made  for  heating  this 
establishment  during  the  severe  winter  of  this  cli- 
mate the  mode  in  which  buildings  in  this  country 
are  usually  warmed  by  the  use  of  the  mangal  (a  dish 
of  live  charcoal),  and  the  most  careful  exclusion  of 
the  external  air,  is  both  inelHcient  and  unhealthy. 

The  introduction  of  the  stove  will  I  think  be  a 
matter  of  absolute  necessity,  and  I  trust  that  this 
suggestion  will  be  considered  and  acted  on  at  once,  as 
imniediate  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  guard  the 
troops  from  the  trying  keenness  of  a  Bulgarian 
winter. 

I  have,  SiC. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck, 
General  Tvldcn,  Deputy  Inspector  General. 

&c.  &c. 

p.S.  The  central  court  ought  to  be  raised;  after 

rain,  from  the  inequality  of  its  surface,  it  is  a  stratum 
of  mud;  in  autuum  it  would  be  nuirshy  enougli  to  do 
mischief,  and  its  i)robal)le  eflects  ought  to  be  neutra- 
lized as  1  have  proposed. 

No.  720. 
To  Brigadier  General  Estcoiirt. 

Principal  Medical  Ofliccr's 
OflTice,  I^ines  of  Sel)astopol, 
Sir,  24th  October  18o4. 

'  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Commander  of  the  army,  a  tabular  view  of 


rim  number  of  sick  now  actually  present,  Avith  a 
disrriluition  of  them  into  categories,  as  desired  by 
his  Lordship. 

Since  the  10th  instant  there  has  been  an  almost 
daily  v/ithdrawal  of  sick  and  wounded  from  the 
divisions,  and  these  men  (with  few  exceptions  re- 
ceived into  the  general  hospitals  at  Balaklava)  have 
been  placed  on  ship-board,  and  sent  ofl"  to  Scutari,  as 
their  cases  were  such  as  rendered  their  speedy  return 
to  duty  improbable;  and  the  hospital  accommodation 
of  Balaklava  is  too  limited  to  have  admitted  of  their 
retention  and  treatment  there,  while  to  have  retained 
them  in  hospital  ships,  in  the  confined  and  polluted 
waters  of  that  harbour,  would  have  been  to  have  sub- 
jected these  men  to  influences  detrimental  to  their 
actual  ailments,  besides  exposing  them  to  the  choleraic 
atmosphere,  recently  so  unmistakeably  present  at  that 
spot. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  men  now  proposed  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  army  might  be  treated  with  much 
advantage  in  hospital  ships  removed  to  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  harbour,  many  of  the  men  now 
comparatively  ineft(?ctive  would  be  benefitted  by 
this  amount  of  change,  Avhich  would  in  many  in- 
stances ol)viate  the  necessity  of  sending  them  to 
Scutari;  liy  adopting  the  plan  of  not  distant  removal 
from  the  army,  many  men  might  after  a  l)rief  time  of 
absence  rejoin  their  cor[)S,  Avho  now  are  invariably 
detained  for  lengthened  periods  of  absence  at 
Scutari. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumi;reck,  M.D. 
Brig.  Gen.  Estcourt,  Dej)uty  Inspector  General 

&c.       &c.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  721. 

To  the  Adjutant  General,  Crimea. 

Principal  Medical  Officer's 
Office,  Lines  of  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  24th  October  1854. 

It  having  been  represented  to  m.e,  that  a  ten- 
dency to  scorbutic  disease  is  present  in  some  (I 
believe  not  numerous  instances)  in  this  army,  and 
its  existence  having  been  ascertained  from  my  per- 
sonal examination.  I  have  the  honour  to  sucsrest 
that  means  should  be  taken,  to  bring  from  such 
neighbouring  ports,  where  these  articles  may  be 
procurable,  a  sujjply  of  vegetables  lor  the  troops  ; 
onions,  potatoes,  &c.  added  to  the  ration  of  the  soldier, 
Avould  go  far  to  neutralize  any  tendency  to  the  above 
affection,  and  would.  I  think,  be  conducive  to  an  im- 
provement in  the  general  health.  The  corps  where  the 
scattered  cases  of  incipient  scorbutic  disease  at  ju'esent 
are  is,  the  1st  battalion  Eifle  Brigade,  long  on  ship- 
board, and  consequently  an  extended  period  without 
fresh  meat  or  vegetables. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Dumbreck,  M.D. 
Adjutant  General,  Deputy  Inspector  General 

^c.       &c.  of  Hospitals. 


Letters  of  Mr.  Humfrey,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  Principal  Medical 

Officer  4th  Division. 


Memorandum  Book. 


No.  722. 

(Circular  Memorandum.) 

To  Dr.  Ilinufrei/. 

Lines  before  Sevastojif)!, 
Sir,  17th  November  18.34. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  having  desired 
that  he  should  be  regularly  furnished  with  a  weekly 


state  of  sick  of  the  army  serving  in  Turkey,  to  Ije 
transmitted  by  each  Queen's  messenger,  the  In- 
si)ector  General  of  Hospitals  requests  that  super- 
intending medical  officers  will  be  punctual  in  trans- 
mitting the  returns  of  their  respective  divisions  in 
time  to  reach  him  early  on  Sunday  mornings,  so  as 
to  enable  him  to  comply  with  his  Grace's  order. 
The  weekly  state  for  the  hospital  establishment 
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at  Scutari,  on  board  the  convalescent  ship,  and  at 
Koolali,  will  be  completed  so  as  to  meet  the  periods 
of  departure  of  the  Queen's  messenger  from  Constan- 
tinople, which  can  be  easily  ascertained  at  the  British 
embassy.  The  returns  for  all  other  stations  had 
better  be  made  up  from  vSaturday  to  Saturday,  as  at 
present. 

The  returns  from  Scutari,  Varna,  Gallipoli,  and 
Abydos,  are  to  be  addressed  direct  to  the  Director 
General,  in  London,  but  this  is  not  to  interfere  with 
the  present  order  for  duplicates  being  regularly  sent 
from  all  these  stations  to  the  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals  at  head  quarters,  for  the  information  of  the 
General  Commanding  the  Forces  in  Turkey. 

The  medical  officers  in  charge  at  Gallipoli  and 
Abydos  will  also  send  copies  of  their  weekly  states 
to  the  principal  medical  officer. 

2.  The  army  in  the  field  will  continue  to  furnish 
the  weekly  state  called  for  by  Lord  Eaglan,  so  that  he 
may  know  the  number  of  sick  likely  soon  to  be  effec- 
tive, and  those  requiring  to  be  removed. 

3.  A  question  has  arisen  about  the  efficiency  and 
utility  of  Moore's  concentrated  milk,  and  cocoa  and 
milk  sent  out  to  the  army  in  the  East,  and  the  Director 
General  requests  to  be  favoured  with  the  opinion  of 
the  medical  officers  as  early  as  possible,  both  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  articles,  and  expediency  of  de- 
spatching a  further  supply  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
during  the  winter. 

I  have,  8sc. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  723. 

(Memorandum.) 

4th  Division, 
21st  November  1854. 

The  accompanying  letter  is  sent  for  perusal  to  the 
medical  officers  of  the  4th  division. 

It  is  requested  that  the  weekly  states  may  be  made 
out  on  Saturdays,  and  transmitted  to  the  Deputy 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  with  the  morning 
states,  early  on  Sundays. 

A  return  of  casualties  according  to  the  annexed 
form  is  required  from  each  corps  whenever  a  man 
dies  or  is  killed. 


Return  of  Casualties  day  of  1854. 


Wounded. 

mdei 

Corps. 

Killed. 

Dangerous 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Total  Woi 

Name. 

Disease. 

Duration. 

empty  wine  bottles  as  may  be  in  their  possession 
belonging  to  the  public. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


Sent  round  to  regimental  medical  officers  23rd 
November. 


No.  724. 

(Memorandum  for  Eegimental  Medical  Officers, 
4th  Division.) 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
19th  November  1854. 
A  NOMINAL  list  of  men  requiring  removal  to  general 
hospital,  showing  the  regimental  number,  age,  disease, 
and  date  of  admission  of  each,  should  accompany 
the  state  of  sick  as  requiring  removal,  on  Saturday 
mornings. 

W.  C.  H. 


No.  725.  X 

To  Dr.  Humfrey. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Lines  of  Sevastopol, 
Sir,  25th  November  1854. 

The  General  Commanding  the  Forces  is  anxious 
medical  officers  should  avail  themselves  of  the  Com- 
missariat Transport  of  their  respective  divisions  to 
send  the  sick  into  Balaklava  ;  and  if  there  are  any 
difficulties  in  carrying  out  the  plan,  superintending 
medical  officers  will  be  good  enough  to  state  them  to 
the  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  726. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  4th  Division  near  Sevastopol, 
Sir,  27th  November  1854. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  memoran- 
dum of  25th  instant  relative  to  procuring  assistance 
from  the  Commissariat  Department  for  the  transport 
of  the  wounded  and  sick  of  the  4th  Division  to 
Balaklava,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I 
immediately  made  application  to  the  Commissariat 
officer  in  charge,  and  left  your  memorandum  for  his 
perusal,  and  this  morning  received  a  reply  from  him, 
which  I  transmit  for  your  information.  The  means 
of  transport  from  that  department  being  unavailable, 
the  sick  of  this  division  are  now  entirely  dependent 
on  our  ambulance  waggon,  the  second  being  useless 
in  consequence  of  the  death  of  two  of  the  mules 
attached  to  it.  These  animals  are  so  overworked 
and  ill-fed  that  they  cannot  be  expected  to  last  much 
longer,  and  in  the  event  of  an  action,  very  great 
misery  and  distress  must  ensue. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfrey, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


(Memorandum.) 

Lines  of  Sevastopol, 
20th  November  1854. 
Superintending  medical  officers  will  be  pleased 
to  direct  the  surgeons  of  their  respective  divisions  to 
return  into  the  reserve  hospital  stores  at  head  quar- 
ters, or  to  the  purveyor's  stores  at  Bfilaklava,  such 


(Enclosure.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary 
General  Bartlett,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing. 

4th  Division, 

Dear  Sir,  27th  November. 

I  AM  very  sorry  that  I  cannot  comply  with  your 
requisitions  for  the  conveyance  of  the  sick  to  Bala- 
klava. It  is  with  the  greatest  dificulty  that  I  can  keep 
up  the  supply  of  rations  with  the  limited  transport  at 
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hly  command,  and  I  shall  be  quite  unable  to  do  so, 
were  I  to  carry  the  sick  from  this,  owing  to  the  delay 
which  always  takes  place  in  disposing  of  the  men  at 
Balaklava,  and  also  in  consequence  of  the  mules  being 
overworked,  by  having  to  take  loads  into  there  and 
back, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Henry  Bartlett. 

Dr.  Humfrey, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  727. 
Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall. 
Camp,  4th  Division,  before  Sevastopol, 
Sir,  29th  November  1854. 

I  REGRET  to  say  that  from  the  almost  impassable 
state  of  the  roads,  the  inefficiency  of  the  overworked 
mules,  and  the  badness  of  the  weather,  the  sick  of 
the  4th  Division  could  not  be  conveyed  to  Balaklava  in 
the  ambulance  waggon  to-day.  The  Commissariat  De- 
partment being  (as  already  reported)  unable  to  aflfbrd 
assistance  for  their  removal,  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
an  accumulation  of  sick  to  a  great  extent  must  ensue, 
and  that  much  misery  and  suffering  must  be  endured 
by  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  the 
insufficient  covering  of  one  blanket,  as  well  as  the 
deficient  supply  of  comforts  and  medicines  for  their 
use.  This  condition  of  affairs  cannot  last  without 
occasioning  very  deplorable  results,  and  from  the 
state  of  the  transport  there  appears  to  be  little  prospect 
of  its  alleviation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfrey, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  728. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Lines  before  Sebastopol, 
29th  November  1854. 
The  Director  General  having  called  for  a  weekly 
state  of  the  medical  staffs  of  this  army,  superintend- 
ing medical  officers  will  be  pleased  to  insert  the 
names  of  all  the  medical  officers  serving  in  the  divi- 
sions under  them,  noting  those  that  are  either  sick  of 
absent.  This  is  to  include  the  names  of  all  officers, 
whether  staff  or  regimental,  attached  to  the  division. 

There  being  a  portion  of  dried  and  preserved  pota- 
toes in  store,  medical  officers  can  obtain  them  for  the 
sick  under  their  care,  on  requisition,  as  the  Inspector 
General  has  noticed  a  tendency  to  scurvy  in  many 
of  the  sick  sent  down  to  Balaklava. 

2nd  Class  Staff  Surgeon  Hanbury,  speaks  highly  of 
his  success  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  diarrlia'.a  and 
pains  in  the  limbs  sent  down  from  camp  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Balaklava  by  means  of  lime  juice — loz.  twice 
a  day.  Dr.  Hall  mentions  the  remedy  that  other 
medical  officers  may  try  it  and  report  the  result  of 
their  experience. 

Medical  officers  should  take  measures  to  secure  for 
the  sick  under  their  care  a  proportion  of  tlie  new 
blankets  and  warm  under-clothing  brought  out  in  the 
"  Jura  "  steamer. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  729. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Major  Grant. 

(Forwarded  through  Dr.  Hall.) 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  3rd  December  1854. 

I  BEG  leave  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  mules  attached  to  the  ambulance  wag- 
gons of  this  division,  five  only  of  tlie  original  number 
(12)  l>eing  available  for  the  transport  of  the  sick  at 
present ;  and  as  a  very  great  accumulation  of  sick 
must  ensue  in  the  division  under  circumstances  most 
disadvantageous  to  their  recovery,  I  would  beg  to 
suggest  that  as  many  animals  as  may  be  required  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  division  should  be  purchased 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfket. 

Major  Grant, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  730. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  4th  Division,  before  Sevastopol, 
Sir,  5th  December  1854. 

With  reference  to  paragraph  3  of  your  circular 
memorandum  of  17th  November,  I  beg  to  state  that 
Moore's  cocoa  and  milk  has  been  tried  by  myself  and 
several  medical  officers  in  this  division,  and  found  to 
be  highly  nutritious  and  palatable,  as  well  as  free 
from  the  aperient  qualities  of  coffee,  and  therefore 
likely  to  be  an  article  of  great  utility  to  the  sick  in 
this  army,  now  so  severely  afi'ected  with  bowel  com- 
plaints. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       W.  C.  H. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  731. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 

Inspector  General's  Office, 
Sir,  4th  December  1854. 

The  miserable  state  of  discomfort  the  men  of  the 
4th  Division  are  in  is  quite  lamentable.  Some  cots 
of  a  new  construction  with  sacking  bottoms  have  just 
been  landed,  and  I  request  you  will  at  once  apply  for 
a  fatigue  party  of  24  men  from  each  regiment  to  go  to 
the  purveyor's  store  in  Balaklava  and  bring  out  24  of 
these  cots  for  the  use  of  the  sick  of  each  corps.  One 
cot  can  easily  be  caiTied  by  each  man,  and  I  think 
you  will  find  them  of  great  service.  Pray  don't  delay 
a  single  day  in  having  this  done,  as  I  consider  the 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 

Indent  for  144  cots  on  the  purveyor,  and  I  will 
write  to  him  to  comply  with  your  demand  with  fur- 
ther reference  to  me. 

(Signed)       J.  H. 


The  following  pamphlets  having  arrived  for  distri- 
bution, medical  ofKccrs  can  obtain  them  on  requisition 
at  the  medical  store,  Balaklava  : — 

"  On  premonitory  diarrluca  in  cholera." 

«  Diseases  in  TuVkey." 

"  Personnel  and  materiel  of  the  army  in  Turkey." 


No.  732. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
(7th  Dec.)  5th  December  1854. 

The  enclosed  letter  is  forwarded  for  the  infor- 
mation of  medical  officers  in  charge  of  regiments, 
4th  Division,  who  will  be  pleased  to  require  a  fatigue 
party  of  24  men  from  each  regiment  to  proceed  to 
Balaklava  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  cots  al- 

X  2 


16i 


APPENDIX  TO  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE 


luded  to,  for  the  use  of  the  sick,  as  early  as  possible 
to-morrow  morning. 

(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfrey. 

Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

(Memorandum.) 
Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 

Lines  of  Sebastopol, 
30th  November  1854. 
Dr.  Humfkey,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hos- 
pitals, is  informed  that  a  board  of  medical  officers 
was  this  day  assembled  at  Balaklava,  to  examine 
Paymaster  Thorpe  of  the  53rd  Regiment. 

For  the  future,  when  a  certificate  regarding  the 
health  of  an  officer  is  sent  in  to  the  Inspector  General 
of  Hospitals,  by  which  a  medical  board  is  recom- 
mended, it  should  be  stated  where  the  officer  referred 
to  is  located. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  733. 

Mr.  Mc  Kennon  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 

Sebastopol, 

SiK^  9th  December  1854. 

With  regard  to  the  article  19  of  the  instructions 
furnished  to  the  purveyor  of  the  army  in  the  East, 
I  beg  leave  to  be  inibrmed  if  this  article  is  to  be 
acted  on,  as  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  furnish 
the  sick  in  camp  with  any  regular  meal,  more  espe- 
cially as  the  store  of  the  purveyor  is  seven  miles 
distant  from  the  camp  of  the  regiment,  and  the  roads 
almost  impassable.  Further,  that  no  means  of  car- 
riage have  been  provided. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  R.  McKennon, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Surgeon  21st  Fusiliers. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  734. 
Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall. 
Camp,  4th  Division,  lines  of  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  9th  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  a  letter  from  Sur- 
geon McKennon,  21st  Regiment,  requesting  to  know 
Avhether  the  men  treated  in  the  field  hospitals,  who 
have  received  extras,  are  to  be  charged  with  hospital 
stoppages  according  to  article  19  of  instructions  to 
purveyors. 

As  extras  have  been  on  a  great  many  occasions 
given  in  lieu  of  the  regular  ration,  which  on  these 
days  was  not  furnished  by  tlie  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment, owing  to  the  want  of  means  of  transport,  if 
I  might  be  permitted  to  giye  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  I  should  say  it  would  be  unjust  to  charge  the 
men  with  stoppages,  particularly  as  there  has  been 
such  a  lamentable  deficiency  of  the  means  most  re- 
quired for  the  treatment  of  sick  in  the  field  hospitals. 

I  have,  8cc. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Hujifrey, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  735. 

Lieutenant  Vaughan  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 

Camp, 

gnj,  7th  December  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  that,  according  to 
an  order  received  from  you,  I  received  74  stretcher 
frames  from  the  general  hospital,  Balaklava,  and 
brought  71  complete  and  three  poles,  and  gave  tliem 
over  in  charge  of  the  guard  of  the  G8th  light  ini'autry. 


I  can  only  account  for  the  loss  of  the  few  frames 
by  the  men  being  over-fatigued,  and  it  being  so  dark 
Ijefore  I  reached  camp  that  I  was  unable  to  keep  my 
eye  upon  all  of  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       H.  Vaughan, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Lieut.  68th  Regiment. 

&c.  &c. 

Forwarded  to  Dr.  Hall  with  the  following  note, 
8th  December. 


No.  736. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall. 

(Forwarded  to  Dr.  Hall  with  the  foregoing  letter.) 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  8th  December  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  letter 
for  your  perusal. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall,  (Signed)       W.  C.  Humfket. 

&c.  &c. 

(Memorandum  from  Dr.  Hall.) 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  morning,  enclosing 
one  from  Lieutenant  Vaughan,  68th  Regiment  re- 
specting the  loss  of  some  of  the  new  stretchers  that  a 
fatigue  party  under  his  command  was  sent  down  to 
Balaklava  to  be  brought  up. 

He  does  not  state  the  nund)er  lost,  but  I  beg  you 
will  ascertain  it,  and  report  it  to  me,  as  well  as  the 
cause  of  the  loss,  because  the  reason  assigned  by 
Lieutenant  Vaughan  is  not  a  very  satisfactory  one. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall. 

Dr.  Humfrey, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  737. 
Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 

Sir,  8th  December  1854. 

I  REQUEST  you  will  be  good  enough  to  inform 
me  whether  the  new  cots  Lieutenant  Vaughan  was 
sent  down  with  a  party  to  bring  up  from  Balaklava, 
and  reported  missing,  have  been  found,  and  how  many 
cots  are  rendered  inefficient  by  this  loss,  as  I  notice 
Lieutenant  Vaughan  reports  three  poles  without 
canvas  as  having  been  brought  into  camp. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  738. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  10th  December  1854. 

Ix  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  I  have 
the  honour  to  inform  you  that  on  the  receipt  of  it 
I  directed  Staff  Surgeon  Pine  to  make  inquiry  re- 
specting the  number  of  cots  missing  out  of  144  ordered 
to  1)6  brought  up  l)y  a  fatigue  party  from  Balaklava, 
on  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  and  have  ascertained  that 
four  frames  and  sets  of  poles  are  missing. 

140  cots  (complete)  have  been  issued  to  the  several 
regiments  in  the  division,  in  the  proportion  of  20  to 
each  corps,  and  four  mattresses  remain  over  in  my 
charge. 

I  herewith  forward  a  return  of  bearers  in  the  4th 
Division. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)      W.  C.  Humfrey. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 
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Return  of  Cots  and  Bearers  in  charge  of  the  several 
Reginientf^,  4th  Division. 


Kegts. 

Cots 
complete, 

■with 
Mattresses. 

Bearers. 

Service- 
able. 

Unservice- 
able. 

20th  - 

21st  - 

46th  - 
57th  - 
63ra  - 
68th  - 
Rifles- 
R.Art. 
P. 

20 

OA 

20 
20 
20 
20 
20 

9 

8 

10 
12 
10 
7 
7 
3 

3 
2 

3 
1 

f 1  supposed  to 
t  be  in  trenches. 

2  missing. 

140 

66 

9 

No. 

739. 

D?:  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 
(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Camp  before  .Sevastopol, 
9th  December,  1854. 
The  artillery  waggons  will  take  down  sick  from 
the  division  daily,  and  horses  Avill  be  ordered  for  the 
ambulance  waggons  until  the  sick  list  is  relieved. 

Superintending  medical  oflicers  are  requested  to 
send  in  to  the  Inspector  General  of  IIosi)itals  a 
return  of  the  bearers  they  have  available  in  their  rc- 
.spective  divisions,  specifying  the  regiments,  in  case  a 
party  of  Turks  can  be  procured  to  carry  them.  In 
this  list  Clarke's  and  Smith's  stretchers  might  be  in- 
cluded. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals, 

&c.  &c. 


No.  740. 

Br.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  Sevastopol, 
Sir,  10th  December  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant, 
requesting  to  know  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  four 
frames  and  poles  belonging  to  the  new  stretchers  sent 
from  lialaklava  for  the  use  of  the  sick  by  a  fatigue 
l)arty  under  the  connnand  of  Lieutenant  Vaughan, 
62th  Regiment,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that  Start'  Surgeon  Pine  having  made  inquiry  of  that 
officer  as  to  the  cause  of  their  loss,  he  stated  "  that 
"  the  men  were  tired  and  done  u]),  that  it  was  impos- 
"  sible  to  prevent  their  straggling  in  the  dark  (the 
"  men  having  been  detained  until  late  in  tlie  day  at 
"  Balaklava  in  drawing  their  rations);  and  that  under 
"  these  circumstances  he  could  not  either  keep  them 
"  together,  or  sufficiently  under  his  own  observation 
"  to  2>revent  the  occurrence  of  irregularities." 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfuev. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  741. 
From  Adjutant  General  Eslcotirt. 
(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters, 
10th  December  1854. 
The  French  send  their  muleteers  to  carry  our 
sick  to  Balaklava  to-morrow.  They  are  to  rendezvous 
here  at  daylight — sav  seven  in  the  morning.  They 
will  be  sent  to  the  ditl'erent  divisions  in  companies 
corresponding  to  the  number  of  sick  to  be  I'emoved. 


It  is  desired  not  to  detain  the  mules  longer  than  is 
absolutely  necessary,  tlierefore  let  a  fatigue  i)lace  the 
sick  men  on  the  mules.  To  place  one  man  on  a 
mule  requires  three  fatigue  men,  one  to  hold  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  litter  and  two  to  help  the  sick 
man  on. 

(Signed)       J.  B.  B.  Estcourt, 

Adjutant  General. 


No.  742. 
Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Hum  frey. 
(Medical  Memorandum.) 

10th  December  1854. 
The  French  ambulance  are  jjromised  to  take 
1,100  sick  down  to  Balaklava  to-morrow  morning  ; 
you  will  therefore  warn  and  have  ready  250  of  the 
4tli  Division  to  put  on  the  mules  by  eight  o'clock,  so 
tliat  the  aml)ulance  may  not  be  kept  waiting.  The 
men  should  have  breakfast  and  be  dressed  before  that 
time.  Each  man  will  take  his  blanket  and  great  coat 
with  him,  and  you  will  detail  a  medical  officer  to  ac- 
company the  l)arty,  mounted  if  possible,  who  should 
carry  some  restoratives  with  him,  such  as  a  portion 
of  spirit  or  wine,  and  a  small  drinking  cup. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  743. 

(Memorandum.) 

Mex  of  63rd  Regiment  sent  down  by  the  artil- 
lery waggons  at  5  a.m.,  11th  December  1854. 


(Memorandum.) 

French  mules  arrived  at  seven  o'clock,  at  the  camp, 
4th  Division,  and  left  at  ,  conveying 

250  sick.    11th  December,  1854. 


No.  744. 

Dr.  Smith  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Army  and  Ordnance  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  16th  November  1854. 

Ix  all  prol)ability  you  have  heard  of  tlie  plan  of 
treatment  of  erysipelas  noted  on  the  margin,*  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Hamilton  Bell  of  Edinburgh.  But  you 
may  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  re- 
sults of  more  recent  and  extensive  experience  of  the 
remedy  in  the  practice  of  other  surgeons  of  note, 
from  wliicli  its  superiority  over  every  other  constitu- 
tional means  of  combatting  tlutt  disease  a})pears  to  be 
clearly  established. 

]Mr.  Bell  having  in  a  recent  communication  sug- 
gested the  free  use  of  the  remedy  in  gangrene  following 
violent  inffannnation,  as  well  as  in  hospital  gangrene, 
I  beg  to  recommend  a  fair  trial  of  tlie  mode  of  treat- 
ment referred  to  should  these  diseases  unfortunately 
appear  among  the  wounded. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Smith, 
Dr.  Hall,  Director  General. 

&c  &c. 


Communicated  to  the  divisions  10th  December. 
Superintending  officers  will  be  good  enough  to  for- 


*  Tinct.  of  sesquichlorido  of  iron  in  xv.  to  xxv.  every  2nd, 
3rd,  or  4th  hour  in  mild  cases,  up  to  35  minims  every  2nd  hour 
in  bad  cases,  may  be  fearlessly  given  even  T\  hen  fever  and  deli- 
rium, sthenic  or  lesthenie,  exist.  A  laxative  may  be  premised  and 
repeated  if  necessary. 
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Ward  this  from  one  to  another,  after  each  has  taken  a 
Copy,  for  circulation  in  his  own  division. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  745. 

Adjutant  General  Estcourt  to  Sir  John  Campbell. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp, 
Sir,  1 3th  December  1854. 

150  mules  from  the  French  service  will  arrive  at 
your  camp  soon  after  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing in  order  to  remove  sick  men  to  Balaklava,  for 
embarkation. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  make  arrangements  so  that 
upon  the  ai'rival  of  the  mules  there  may  be  no  de- 
tention. 

The  principal  medical  officer  of  the  division  will 
attend. 

A  fatigue  party  of  sufficient  strength  to  place  the 
sick  men  on  the  mules  should  be  prepared  and  in 
waiting.  You  will  also  be  pleased  to  select  one  non- 
commissioned officer  from  the  4th  Division,  and  two 
privates  from  each  regiment.  These  men  will  repair 
after  their  dinners  to  Balaklava,  taking  care  to  arrive 
there  by  half-past  three  p.m.  They  will  on  arrival 
report  themselves  to  the  commandant,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Haines,  and  they  will  be  prepared  to  embark 
this  day  on  board  the  ships  in  preparation  for  the 
arrival  of  the  sick  to-morrow,  in  attendance  upon 
whom  they  will  act  as  orderlies  during  the  voyage  to 
Scutari. 

Lord  Raglan  desires  that  great  care  be  taken  that 
the  whole  of  this  service  be  well  performed,  especially 
that  the  French  mules  be  not  detained. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  B.  Estcourt. 
Sir  John  Campbell,  Adjutant  General. 

&e.  &c. 


No.  746. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Camp,  before  Sevastopol, 
12th  December  1854. 

The  French  will  lend  300  of  their  ambulance 
mules  to  take  sick  into  Balaklava  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  14th  instant.  You  will  therefore  warn 
and  have  ready  150  sick  of  the  4th  Division  to  go 
down  by  them.  .  , 

The  men  will  take  their  blankets  and  great  coats  ; 
you  will  give  directions  that  they  have  their  breakfasts 
before  they  start,  and  you  will  apply  to  have  a  fatigue 
party  at  each  hospital  ready  to  assist  in  loading  the 
mules,  so  that  the  ambulance  may  not  be  detained. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


Nos.  747-749. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  4th  Division,  Lines  of  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  18th  December,  1854. 

With  reference  to  the  General  Order,  No.  3,  of 
27th  November  1854,  directing  regimental  and  staff 
officers  to  provide  conveyance  for  forage  for  their 
horses  from  Balaklava  to  the  camp,  I  beg  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  officers  of  the 
medical  staff  on  active  service  in  the  field  are  effected 
by  it. 

Having  no  right  to  the  services  of  a  soldier,  and 
being  allowed  only  one  civilian  servant,  they  are 
obliged  to  send  him  to  Balaklava,  a  distance  of  from 
six  to  eight  miles,  three  days  in  the  week,  for  forage 
and  fuel  (which  last  they  are  likewise  obliged  to 


convey  themselves),  and  as  in  the  present  state  of 
the  roads  the  entire  day  is  thus  occupied,  they  are 
without  a  person  to  cook,  provide  water,  or  perform 
any  of  the  duties  of  a  servant. 

Senior  officers  of  the  medical  staff,  whose  duties 
require  that  they  should  keep  three  or  more  horses, 
the  care  of  which  fully  occupies  the  time  of  one 
servant,  are  more  particularly  incommoded  by  this 
arrangement,  as  in  the  event  of  their  civilian  servants 
being  unavailable  from  sickness  or  any  other  cause, 
they  have  no  person  whose  services  they  can  com- 
mand. I  trust  you  will  therefore  represent  to  the 
proper  authorities  the  extreme  inconvenience  to 
which  they  are  thus  subjected,  and  apply  for  the 
allowance  for  a  second  civilian  servant  for  all  officers 
of  the  medical  staff  taking  rank  as  field  officers,  or  to 
obtain  permission  for  them  to  employ  a  soldier  on 
fatigue  in  addition  to  their  civilian  servant. 

I  beg  particularly  to  bring  to  your  notice  the 
positive  hardship  to  which  all  officers  of  the  medical 
staff'  are  subjected  where  their  civilian  servants  are 
sick  or  have  left  their  service,  and  from  temporary 
causes  it  is  impossible  to  procure  others  in  their 
stead,  and  to  request  that  under  such  circumstances 
the  right  to  employ  a  soldier  servant  temporarily, 
according  to  their  relative  rank,  may  be  conceded  to 
them,  as  if  not,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  keep  them- 
selves or  their  horses  alive,  much  more  to  perform  the 
duties  required  of  them. 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  wages  demanded  by 
civilian  servants  far  exceed  the  present  allowance, 
six  or  seven  pounds  per  month  are  required  by  them 
at  present. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfrey. 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  750. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Sir  John  Campbell. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  19th  December  1854. 

With  a  view  of  preventing  the  appearance  of 
cholera  in  the  17th  Regiment,  which  has  just  arrived, 
I  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  the  regi- 
ment be  exempted  from  duty  in  the  trenches  for  a 
week  or  ten  days. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfrey, 
Sir  John  Campbell,         Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  751. 

(Memorandum.) 

22nd  December  1854. 
150  SICK  of  the  4th  Division,  sent  to  Balaklava 
by  French  mules,  all  supplied  with  an  extra  great  coat 
(according  to  Lord  Raglan's  order),  except  seven  men 
of  20th  Regiment  and  the  whole  of  the  46th  men,  to 
which  regiments  application  was  made  for  them 
without  success  by  Dr.  Pine  (46th),  and  myself  (20th). 


No.  752. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  25th  December  1854.  ' 

The  sufferings  which  the  British  army  has  en- 
dured for  the  last  six  weeks  have  produced  an  amount 
of  sickness  quite  deplorable,  and  amongst  other 
diseases  thus  occasioned,  is  a  tendency  to  scurvy, 
which,  if  not  timely  checked  by  preventive  measures, 
must  increase  to  an  alarming  extent. 

The  cause  of  this,  in  addition  to  the  hardships  un- 
dergone by  the  troops,  is  mainly  the  want  of  fresh 
vegetables.  I  would  therefore  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending, — 

1.  That  a  weekly  supply  of  at  least  50  tons  of  such 
vegetables  as  can  be  procured  at  Constantinople,  espe- 
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cially  potatoes  and  onions,  and,  if  procurable,  pump- 
kins and  carrots  should  be  regularly  furnished  to  the 
troops  in  the  Crimea. 

2.  That  rice  should  form  part  of  the  soldier's  daily 
ration,  in  the  proportion  of  2^  oz.  to  each  man,  it 
being  the  best  and  most  easily  supplied  substitute  for 
fresh  vegetables. 

3.  That  lime  juice  should  be  issued  in  the  same 
quantity  as  on  board  sliij). 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  H. 


Nos.  753  and  754. 

Camp,  4tli  Division, 
26th  December  1854. 
Surgeons  in  charge  of  regiments  will  make  re- 
quisitions for  diet  rolls  and  rolls  of  extras,  and  will 
keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  articles  expended  ;  a 
return  of  which,  together  with  a  statement  of  the 
quantities  received  and  remaining  on  hands,  will  be 
required  at  the  end  of  each  month. 

(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfkey, 

Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 


No.  755. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  IlaU. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  27th  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  124  sick 
proceeded  to  Balaklava  yesterday  on  horseback,  and 
that  143  are  warned  to  proceed  to-day  by  the  same 
mode  of  conveyance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfkey, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


(Memorandum.) 

Rations  for  civil  servant  discontinued  after  14th, 
resumed  on  28th  December  1854. 


No.  756. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  28th  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  100  horses 
only  arrived  to  take  away  sick  from  this  division 
yesterday  morning,  consequently  I  have  been  unable 
to  send  any  more  than  that  numlier  of  sick,  although 
143  were  warned  to  be  in  readiness,  as  stated  in  my 
previous  letter  on  this  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfrey, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


(Memorandum.) 

Required  for  the  use  of  the  medical  staff,  4th 
Division,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  medical  stores 
and  comforts  from  Balaklava  to  the  camp,  for  the  use 
of  the  troops, — 

One  packhorsc. 

One  pack-saddle  and  ropes. 

One  halter. 

Two  picket-poles  and  rope. 


No.  757. 
Mr.  Roberts  to  Dr.  Hall. 

4th  Division, 

Sir,  13th  February  1855. 

I  BECx  to  enclose  a  sample  of  Dover's  powder, 
issued  to  tlie  P.  battery  hospital  lately  from  the 
medical  stores  at  Balaklava.  It  appears  to  be  adul- 
terated with  sugar,  and  is  unsafe,  from  the  difficulty 
of  calculating  the  amount  of  adulteration,  to  be  pre- 
scribed. 

I  have,  8cc. 
(Signed)       N.  Roberts, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  758. 
From  Adjutant  General  Estcourt. 
(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters, 
29th  December,  1854. 
The  medical  officers  in  charge  of  the  sick  of 
divisions  will  report  daily  the  quantity  and  descrip- 
tion of  medical  comforts  in  their  possession,  and  the 
issues  they  have  made  in  the  last  24  hours  to  each 
regiment  in  the  division. 

(Signed)       J.  B.  B.  Estcourt, 
Adjutant  General. 


No.  759  to  763. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

Camp,  4tli  Division, 
Sir,  30th  December  1854. 

With  reference  to  the  memorandum  of  29th 
December,  from  the  Adjutant  General,  directing  me- 
dical officers  in  charge  of  the  sick  of  divisions  to 
report  daily  the  quantity  and  description  of  medical 
comforts  in  their  possession,  and  the  issues  they  have 
made  in  the  last  24  hours  to  each  regiment  in  the 
division,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  have  not  any  medical 
comforts  in  my  charge,  and  have  never  issued  any  to 
the  regiments  in  .the  division,  there  never  having 
been  a  depot  of  medical  comforts  in  the  camp  of  4th 
Division. 

The  surgeons  of  the  regiments  are  obliged  to  send 
to  head  quarters,  or  to  Balaklava,  when  in  need  of 
those  or  of  medicines. 

I  have,  &c. 
■  (vSigned)       W.  C.  Humfrey, 
Adjutant  General,  Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


,         No.  764. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Before  Sebastopol, 
1st  January  1855. 
Superintending  officers  of  division  Avill  instruct 
regimental  surgeons  and  medical  officers  in  charge  of 
corps  to  indent  at  once  for  stoves  for  their  hospital 
marquees,  and  those  that  have  not  marquees  should 
make  demands  for  wooden  huts. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall. 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  76o  and  766. 
From  Adjutant  General  Estcourt. 
(Memorandum.) 


Head  Quarters, 
2nd  January  1855. 
be  at  the  camp  of 
the  4th  instant,  at 


The  French  mule  litters  will 
the  4th  Division  on  Thursday 
eight  a.m.,  to  convey  sick  to  Balaklava. 

(Signed)       J.  B.  B.  Estcoukt 
Adjutant  General. 


authorities  at  home,  superintending  medical  officers 
of  divisions  will  be  pleased  to  supply  Dr.  Hall  Avith  a 
return  in  addition  to  the  present  weekly  state  of  sick, 
agreeably  to  the  form  which  accompanies  this  memo- 
randum. It  is  also  requested  that  the  weekly  state  of 
sick  may  show  the  diseases  of  officers  as  Avell  as  men 
remaining  on  the  sick  list  ;  and  medical  officers  will 
be  pleased  to  insert  in  the  list  of  diseases,  scorbutus, 
gelatio,  or  any  other  complaint  that  may  be  prevalent. 

(Signed)  J.  Hall, 

Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  767. 
Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 

Head  Quarters, 

Sir,  2d  January  1855. 

A  REPORT  from  the  commanding  officer  of  this 
date  has  just  been  sent  to  me,  stating  that  all  the 
medical  officers  of  the  63rd  are  sick.  I  suppose  this 
was  not  reported  to  you  or  you  would  have  detached 
a  medical  officer  from  some  other  regiment  to  do  duty 
with  that  corps.  You  Avill  be  good  enough  to  order 
one  of  the  assistant  surgeons  of  the  46tli  to  do  duty 
with  the  63rd  Regiment  until  other  arrangements  can 
be  made. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  Hall, 

Dr.  Humfreys,  Inspector  Gen.  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 

P.  vS. — You  Avill  be  pleased  to  visit  tlie  medical 
officers  of  the  63rd,  and  report  to  me  their  ailments, 
and  whether  they  are  likely  to  be  long  incapacitated 
for  duty. 

(Signed)  J.  Hall. 


No.  768  and  769. 

Dr.  Humfrey  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  2d  January  1854. 

I  HAVK  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  this  date,  and  in  reply  beg  to  state  that  previous 
to  transmitting  to  you  my  letter  of  this  date,  referring 
to  the  state  of  health  of  the  medical  officers  of  the 
63rd  Regiment,  I  visited  all  of  them.  I  found  Sur- 
geon Lewins  sufi'ering  from  cerebral  congestion,  with 
flushed  face,  congested  eye,  and  indistinct  articulation, 
which  I  believe  to  have  been  occasioned  by  incessant 
exertion  and  mental  anxiety.  I  have  already  sent  a 
statement  of  Mr.  Wiles'  case,  and  recommended  him 
for  removal  to  Balaklava.  Assistant  Surgeon  O'Dell, 
though  ill  Avith  diarrhcca  and  consequent  debility,  is 
not  altogether  incapacitated  for  duty  at  present,  but 
certainly  will  not  be  able  to  continue  at  it  for  any 
length  of  time. 

Surgeon  LcAvins'  attack  is  of  such  a  nature  that  I 
cannot  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  time  Avhen  he  may 
be  able  to  resume  his  duty. 

I  haAC  ordered  Assistant  Surgeon  Duffin,  46th 
Regiment,  to  do  duty  Avith  the  63rd  Regiment  until 
further  orders. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  C.  Huaifrey, 

Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  770. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters, 
7th  January  1855. 
As  the  Director  General  of  the  Army  Medical 
Department  finds  that  the  Aveekly  returns  of  sick 
hitherto  transmitted  to  him  do  not  enable  him  to 
furnish  all  the  information   required  Ity  the  War 
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No.  772. 
Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 
Sir,  8tli  January  I800. 

In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  giving  cover 
to  a  communication  from  Surgeon  Simpson,  17tli 
Regiment,  wishing  to  know  it  he  may  issue  medical 
comforts  to  the  officers  as  avcII  as  men  of  his  regiment, 
I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  it  is  not  usual  to 
issue  medical  comforts  to  officers  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, as  they  are  generally  supposed  to  he  in  a 
position  to  provide  them  for  themselves;  hut  of  course 
where  the  articles  are  absolutely  necessary  and  cannot 
be  procured  in  any  other  manner,  tlic  oilicer's  welfare 
is  superior  to  all  other  considerations,  and  they  may 
be  issued,  but  his  name  must  appear  in  the  daily  roll 
of  expenditure  to  account  for  the  issue. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  773. 
Mr,  E.  Howard  to  Colonel  Horn. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  10th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  apply  again  to  you  by 
order  of  the  Deputy  Inspector  General  in  reference 
to  the  procuring  of  huts  from  Balaklava  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  sick.  Each  hut  with  the  neces- 
sary tools  for  putting  it  together  weighs  25  cwt. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  am  compelled  to  apply 
for  100  men  for  the  purpose  of  its  conveyance,  which 
Avill  burden  each  individual  to  the  extent  of  only 
28  lbs. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Edwi).  Howard, 
Colonel  Horn,  Surgeon  20th  liegimcnt. 

&c.  &c. 


clearly  before  the  Field  Marshal  than  it  yet  appears 
to  have  been  done,  in  order  that  such  matters  may 
undergo  proper  investigation  for  the  guidance  of  the 
authorities,  and  that  soldiers  may  no  longer  have 
duties  imposed  on  them  beyond  the  power  of  endurance 
intended  by  nature. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Fked.  Hokn,  Col. 

&c.  &c. 


775. 

From  A.Citmmhiff,  P.  B.  3Iaxivell,0.  S.  Laing,  Esqrs. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  9th  January  1855. 

Having  been  instructed  l)y  the  Minister  for  War 
to  make  certain  inquiries  into  the  condition  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  officers  and  men  of  the  British 
army  in  the  East,  we  have  to  request  that  you  will 
furnish  us  at  your  earliest  convenience  with  the 
following  information. 

A  return  of  all  requisitions  made  by  you  or  any 
officers  or  other  persons  under  your  orders  for 
marquees,  tents,  hospital  I'urniture  and  stores,  medi- 
cines and  medical  comforts,  distinguishing  the  quarter 
upon  which  the  requisitions  were  made,  showing  also 
what  requisitions  Avere  and  what  were  not  com- 
plied with,  and  stating  any  causes  which  were 
assigned  by  them  on  whom  the  uncomplied-with 
requisitions  were  made  as  the  ground  of  such  non- 
comi)liance. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Gumming, 

Inspector-Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
P.  Benson  Maxwell. 
O.  Sinclair  Laing, 
2nd  Start'  Surgeon. 

.January  25th,  sent  answers  from  P  battery, 
17th  Regiment,  21st  Regiment,  63rd  Regiment. 
Rifles  received  not  yet  sent. 


No.  774. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  11th  fianuary  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  may  I 
request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  present  my  compli- 
ments to  tlie  Deputy  Inspector  General,  and  explain 
to  him  that  the  following  are  the  reasons  under  which 
I  am  compelled  to  decline  sending  soldiers  to  Bala- 
klava lor  the  purpose  required  Ijy  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday, as  it  appears  to  me  clearly  the  duty  of  Govern- 
ment to  provide  such  transport  for  the  troops. 

You  have  already  acknowledged  yourself  aware  of 
the  cause  of  the  present  prevalent  and  increasing 
sickness  of  the  regiment  under  my  command,  and  of 
its  consequent  inefficiency,  that  it  mainly  arises  from 
the  man  being  overworked,  exposed  to  the  extreme 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  frequent  insufficiency  of 
food,  and  oftentimes  without  time  or  means  of  properly 
cooking  it  ;  such  being  the  case,  I  must  beg  you  will 
also  explain  to  the  Deputy  Inspector  General  that 
an  order  exists  in  the  4th  Division  tliat  no  soldier  is 
jiermitted  to  proceed  to  Balaklava  until  he  has  been 
24  hours  clear  of  the  trenches.  Supposing,  therefore, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  above  period  of  exemption 
from  this  very  severe  duty,  I  were  to  send  a  large 
l)arty  of  men  to  the  above-named  port,  they  would  on 
their  return  from  this  very  toilsome  duty  and  nuirch 
be  compelled  to  a  man  again  to  proceed  on  duty  to 
the  trendies,  then  to  pass  the  night  in  exposure  to 
the  cold  air  after  being  overheated  by  their  labours 
of  the  day,  and  most  proliably  without  having  had 
the  time  or  means  of  cooking  a  proper  meal  without 
proceeding  there.  Is  it,  therefore,  I  ask  surprising 
tliat  under  such  circumstances  men  should  fall  sick  and 
die,  or  that  a  regiment  should  become  non-effix-tive  and 
struck  off  duty,  as  in  the  case  of  the  63d  Regiment, 
when  such  duties  are  required  of  it?  I  do,  therefore, 
hope  the  Inspector  General  will  lay  the  matter  more 


No.  776. 

JV.  C.  Humfrey  to  A.  Ciunminfj,  P.  B.  3faxwcll,  and 
P.  S.  Laing,  Esqrs. 

Camp,  4th  Division. 
Gentlemen,  11th  January  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  9th  inst.,  Avliich  I  have  sent  to  the  officers 
in  charge  of  the  several  regiments  of  4th  Division, 
Avith  orders  to  furnish  the  information  you  require  as 
far  as  is  in  their  power. 

Since  I  have  hadtlie  medical  superintendence  of  4th 
Division,  there  has  not  been  any  depot  of  medicines 
or  medical  comforts  at  the  camp,  consequently  I  have 
not  myself  made  any  requisitions  for  those  articles, 
but  have  only  approved  of  those  of  the  surgeons  of 
regiments  who  have  sent  for  them  to  head  quarters 
or  Balaklava. 

On  receiving  information  from  Dr.  Hall  that  a 
depot  of  medical  comforts  and  medicines  would  be 
established  at  the  camp,  4th  Division,  I  made  a  re- 
quisition on  the  Quartermaster  General,  approved 
by  Dr.  Hall,  for  two  circular  tents  for  the  reception 
of  the  above-named  articles,  and  the  accommodation 
of  the  dispenser  under  whose  immediate  charge  they 
were  to  have  been  placed,  which  was  returned  to  me 
Avith  the  remark  "  none  in  store."  A  requisition  for 
a  ])ackhorse  for  the  use  of  the  divisional  staflf'  has 
been  complied  Avith,  and  one  that  I  made  for  a 
marquee  for  my  OAvn  use  has  not  been  returned  or 
replied  to  as  yet. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  C.  Huaifrey, 
A.  Cunnning,  Dept.  Inspector  Gen.  &c. 

P.  B.  Maxwell, 
P.  S.  Laing. 
&c.  kc. 


r 
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,    No.  777. 

From  Dr.  Hall. 

(IMemorandum. ) 

Head  Quarters,  Camp, 
23rd  January  1855. 

The  legs  of  a  portion  of  Smith's  bedsteads  have 
just  been  landed.  Medical  officers  in  charge  of  divi- 
sions will  instruct  those  regimental  medical  officers 
Avho  have  had  poles  and  sacking  issued  to  them 
without  feet  to  make  requisitions  for  as  many  feet 
as  they  require  to  complete  the  bedsteads  they  have. 

The  Inspector  General  has  received  no  answers  to 
his  memorandum  of  the  6th  inst.  about  the  hospital 
equipments  of  regiments,  and  he  requests  he  may  be 
furnished  with  them  at  the  earliest  convenience  from 
superintending  officers. 

J.  Hall. 


General  of  the  Ai'my  Medical  Department  sent  this 
mail:— 9th,  14th,  I7th,  34th,  39th,  62nd,  68th,  71st, 
89th. 

2.  vSuperintending  medical  officers  will  ascertain 
what  hospital  equipment  the  several  regiments  under 
their  supervision  have  in  possession  at  present,  and 
report  the  same  for  the  information  of  the  Inspector 
General  of  Hospitals  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
Those  who  had  hospital  canteens  A  and  B,  with  12 
sets  of  bedding  complete,  issued  to  them  in  Bulgaria, 
will  lie  pleased  to  state  Avhat  has  become  of  them, 
whether  in  possession,  lost,  and,  if  so,  how  and  where, 
or  in  store. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Dr.  Humfrey,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &c. 

Received  25th  January. 


No.  778. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Humfrey. 

(Medical  Memorandum.) 

Before  Sebastopol, 
6th  January  1855. 
1.  Surgeons  of  the  under-mentioned  regiments 
will  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  have  been  sup- 
plied with  field  panniers  and  A  and  B  hospital  can- 
teens, with  12  sets  of  bedding  complete,  as  stated  in  a 
communication  of  21st  December  from  the  Director 


No.  779. 

From  Dr.  Humfrey. 

10th  February  1855. 
Whenever  sick  are  to  be  removed  to  Balaklava, 
a  medical  officers  of  each  regiment  will  attend,  who 
will  be  held  responsible  that  no  men  unable  to  bear 
removal  are  sent  away. 

(Signed)       W.  C.  Humfrey, 

Dep.  Inspector  General,  &c. 


Letters  of  Mr.  Mouat,  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 


No.  780. 

Mr.  J.  Mouat  to  The  Major  of  Brigade,  Cavalry 
Division. 
Cavalry  Camp,  near  Kadekoi, 
Sir,  25th  February  1855. 

I  CONSIDER  it  my  duty,  as  senior  surgeon  of  the 
cavalry  brigade,  (acting  in  the  capacity  of  staff 
surgeon,  and  exercising  a  degree  of  sanitary  super- 
vision over  the  condition  of  the  camp,)  to  bring  to 
your  notice,  with  a  view  to  the  matter  being  repre- 
sented to  the  military  authorities,  the  careless  manner 
in  which  the  very  large  number  of  dead  horses  are 
buried,  almost  in  our  very  camp  ;  indeed,  some  are 
actually  in  the  camp.  So  superficially  are  most  of 
these  animal  remains  covered  with  earth,  that  in  many 
instances  it  is  possible  to  distinguish  the  colour  of  the 
carcase.  As  the  sun  is  said  sometimes  to  possess 
considerable  power  in  the  month  of  February,  the 
effects  of  its  rays  on  these  putrid  remains,  combined 
with  moisture,  will  1 »  rapidly  to  produce  emanations 
poisoning  the  atmospi  ere,  and  productive  of  malignant 
and  contagious  camp  fevers,  and  other  deadly  com- 
plaints, if  we  are  to  retain  our  present  position. 

I  would  therefore  beg  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
covering  the  carcases  with  a  layer  of  refuse  powdered 
charcoal  and  lime,  both  known  to  be  powerful  deodo- 
risers ;  and  likewise  that  an  additional  two  or  three 
feet  of  earth  (at  least)  be  thrown  up,  so  to  entirely 
cover  these  animal  remains. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Major  of  Brigade,  J.  Mouat,  Surgeon, 

Cavalry  Division.  6th  Inniskillen  Dragoons. 

Note. — The  result  of  this  letter  was  an  early 
inspection  of  the  camp  by  General  Scarlett,  Dr. 
M'Lowell,  the  Brigade  Major,  and  myself.    Four  of 


the  camps  were  found  rather  dirty,  and  ordered  to  be 
cleansed.  A  large  fatigue-party  was  likewise  or- 
dered to  carry  out  the  suggestions  regarding  the 
dead  horses. 

J.  M. 


No.  781. 

Mr.  J.  Mouat  to  Lieut.- Colonel  White,  Commanding 
6th  Dragoons. 

Camp  Kutor-Koi-a-Kach,  near  Head 
Sir,  Quarters,  10th  Nov.  1856. 

With  reference  to  my  connnunication  to  you  of 
the  2nd  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  health  of  the 
corps, 

I  beg  again  earnestly  to  bring  to  your  notice,  and 
that  of  the  military  authorities,  the  necessity  of  sup- 
plying the  men  with  sufficient  warm  clothing  ;  and, 
above  all,  the  'urgent  necessity  of  jiroviding,  if  possi- 
ble, some  more  efficient  shelter  and  jirotection  for  the 
sick  than  the  thin  canvass  regulation  hut,  which  is  a 
most  inadequate  cover  from  such  weather  as  we  have 
lately  experienced,  and  from  which,  if  continued,  I 
anticipate  the  most  deplorable  results.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  visit  a  hospital  hut  after  rain,  to  witness 
the  wretched,  cold,  and  comfortless  condition  of  the 
sick.  For  instance,  yesterday,  and  it  is  not  the  first 
time,  it  was  impossible  to  keep  a  fire  lighted,  or  to 
supply  the  sick  with  those  comforts  they  so  much 
need,  as  warm  tea,  arrow-root,  &c.  The  duties  of  a 
dragoon  are  necessarily  very  severe,  entailing  much 
exposure  ;  and  the  men  in  the  lines  so  constantly 
Avet,  and  their  feet  so  swollen,  as  to  bo  obliged  to 
seek  refuge  in  hospital,  to  remove  their  boots  and  dry 
the'r  clothes,  which  sometimes  they  are  unalile  to 
effect.    I  am  aw.are  that  many  of  tlie  hardships  and 
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privations  to  whicli  soldiers  in  the  field  are  subjected 
are  unavoidable  ;  but  surely  some  kind  of  efficient  per- 
manent accommodation  might  be  at  once  provided  for 
the  hospitals  of  the  brigade,  and  earth  houses  erected, 
in  Avhich  -warm  Avater,  tea,  &c.  could  at  any  time  be 
provided,  irrespective  of  the  weather. 

As  senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  bring  the  miserable  condition  of  the  sick 
prominently  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities,  medical 
and  military,  th^it  some  steps  may  be  taken,  before  the 
weather  again  changes,  to  imjjrove  their  condition. 
In  the  above  sentiments  all  the  regimental  medical 
staff  of  the  brigade  concur  ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  have 
your  sanction  and  support,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
senior  officers  of  the  department,  in  the  above  sug- 
gestions. 

I  have,  &c. 

J.  MouAT,  Surgeon, 
Lieut.-Colonel  White,         6th  Inniskillen  Dragoons. 
Commanding  6th  Dragoons. 

This  letter  was  forwarded  by  Colonel  White,  then 
the  brigade  major,  to  tlie  General  commanding,  but 
elicited  no  reply  or  notice  from  the  military  autho- 
rities. On  the  12tli  November  I  received  some 
Turkish  huts  and  two  tarpaulins,  through  the  princi- 
pal medical  officer. 

J.  M. 


No.  782. 

Mr,  J.  Mouat  to  Lieut.-Colonel  White,  Commanding 
6fh  Dragoons. 

Camp  near  Head  Quarters, 
2nd  Nov.  1854. 
With  reference  to  the  morning  state  of  the  sick 
in  the  6th  Dragoons  not  showing  the  actual  sanitary 
'condition  of  the  regiment,  for  the  information  of 
higher  authority,  medical  and  military,  I  am  fully 
aware  such  is  the  case  ;  but  as  a  large  number  of 
men  attend  the  hospital  every  morning  who  are  suf- 


fering from  severe  relaxation  of  the  bowels,  witliout 
any  derangement  of  their  general  health  (unfitting 
them  for  duty),  such  men  cannot  be  taken  into  hospi- 
tal without  injuriously  crowding  our  limited  hospital 
accommodation ;  nor  can  tliey  appear  on  the  morning 
parade  whilst  under  the  influence  of  medicine. 

As  the  cause  of  these  trifling  Ijowcl  affections  is  in 
a  great  measure  dependent  on  exposure,  and  the 
nature  of  the  duties  performed,  at  this  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  as  well  as  the  want  of  proper 
clothing,  I  would  beg  respectfully  to  suggest,  for  the 
consideration  of  authority,  whether  such  jjarades  on 
wet  mornings,  in  our  present  position,  within  an  in- 
trenched camp,  as  well  as  the  night  picket,  might  not 
be  advantageously  dispensed  with.  As  it  is  impos- 
sible the  men  can  dry  their  clothing,  or  sustain  that 
amount  of  animal  temperature  which  is  absolutely 
necessary,  not  to  say  for  their  health,  but,  in  instances 
of  delicate  men,  for  their  lives,  I  deem  this  matter  of 
so  urgent  and  important  a  nature  as  to  desire  to  press 
it  upon  the  serious  consideration  of  authority,  that  no 
time  may  be  lost  in  remedying,  as  far  as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  the  sad  condition  of  our  men,  two 
of  whom  are  at  this  moment  dying,  apparently  from 
cold,  and  want  of  the  proper  means  of  sustaining 
animal  heat.  I  would  likewise  wish  to  bring  to  your 
notice  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  fuel,  even  to  cook 
the  men's  rations  in  hospital,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
impossibility  of  affording  them  warm  drinks,  &c. 

I  have,  &c. 

J.  Mouat,  Surgeon, 
Lieut.-Colonel  White,         6th  Inniskillen  Dragoons. 

Commanding  6th  Dragoons. 

This  letter  was  duly  forwarded  by  the  commanding 
oflicer  to  the  General  commanding,  but  elicited  no 
further  notice  than  a  casual  hint  from  the  major  of 
l)rigade,  that  the  duties  alluded  to  were  a  purely 
military  matter,  and  I  was  rather  out-stepping  my 
province. 

J.  M. 


Letters  of  Dr.  Jameson,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 


No.  783. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Varna,  14th  October  1854. 

1.  As  the  weatlier  is  often  unfavoural)le,  being 
generally  cold  and  damp,  and  as  colder  weather  at  this 
season  of  the  year  may  reasonably  Ije  expected,  the 
Commandant  suggested  that  the  empty  wards  of  the 
buildings  till  lately  used  as  a  general  hospital, 
might  be  ajjprojn-iated  as  barrack  rooms. 

2.  Although  fully  alive  to  tlie  extreme  difficulty  of 
keeping  up  tlie  disci})line  so  essential  to  health,  when 
great  facility  of  connnunication  exists  between  the 
sick  and  their  comrades  in  health,  I  have  consented 
to  the  above  ari'augemont  as  the  lesser  of  two  c\  ils, 
one  of  which  ajjpears  at  present  unavoidable. 

3.  To  diminish,  however,  the  inconvenience  result- 
ing from  the  partial  appropriation  of  this  building  as 

a  barrack,  I  proposed,  and  the  Commandant  lias 
assented  to  the  following  precautionary  measures  : — 
First,  The  subaltern  of  the  day  wiil  be  constantly 
resident  Avithin  its  Avails  :  he  Avill  share  the  orderly 
officer's  room.  Secondly,  No  Avoman  in  health  Avill 
1)0  alloAved  entrance  on  any  account.  They  wiil  occupy 
tents  and  marquees  pitched  close  to  the  soutli-eastern 
angle  of  the  l)uilding.  Fourthly,  No  soldier  in  health 
Avill  be  permitted  to  use  the  hosj)ital,  cookhouse,  or 
privy.  A  \  acant  space  of  gi-ound  o]i])osite  the 
Avomeu's  ])roi)OSed  eucam])nient,  and  in  a  north-easterly 
direction,  Avill  be  allotted  for  these  purposes.  Fifthly, 
Sentries  Avill  be  placed  to  check,  as  far  as  possible, 
intercourse_  bet\veen  the  sick  and  their  comrades,  and 


to  prevent  the  latter  entering  the  hos2"»ital  Avards, 
cookhouse,  or  privy. 

4.  .....  . 

5.  .....  . 

6.  The  above  arrangements  appeared  to  me  likely 
to  increase  the  comfort  and  improve  the  health  of 
the  men,  and  may,  therefore,  I  trust,  be  honoured  by 
your  approbation. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  8cc. 


No.  784. 

To  the  Commandant  at  Varna. 

Office  of  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
Sir,  Varna,  19th  October  1854. 

An  insufferable  stench  has  lieen  complained  of  in 
one  of  the  rooms  of  the  hospital.  As  this  probably 
proceeds  from  insufficient  drainage,  .and  may  prove 
injurious  to  the  health  of  all  in  its  vicinity,  I  shall 
feel  obliged  by  your  directing  such  steps  to  be  taken 
as  may  appear  to  you  best  calculated  to  remoA^e  this 
nuisance. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Commandant  at  Varna, 
&c.  &c. 

In  conseciucnce  of  the  alioA  e  letter,  the  officer  com- 
manding the  Royal  Engineers  made  the  necessary 
inA  Cstigation.  and  the  evil  Avas  partially  remedied. 


Y  2 
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No.  785. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
SiK,  16tli  December  1854. 

1.  .  . 

2.  .....  . 

3.  I  also  think  it  right  to  mention  that  there  are 
still  a  good  many  articles  necessary  to  be  supplied 
to  this  hospital,  for  which  I  shall  make  the  usual 
application  ;  such  as  tables,  forms,  shelves,  &c.  The 
fitting-up  of  the  kitchen  and  packstore  is  also  still  in 
progress. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  786. 

To  Deputy  Inspector  General  Mcnzies. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  2d  January  1855. 

1.  .....  . 

2.  The  numlior  of  patients  at  present  is  336. 

3.  .  .  .  Every  ward  is  well 
warmed  by  a  stove,  but  a  high  wall  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  renders  eight  rather  dark  .  ,  .  ' 

4.  .....  . 

5.  .  .  .  .  . 

6.  .  .  .  The  privy  will  require 
some  alterations.  The  fall  of  water  is  insufficient  to 
flush  it  properly  ;  and  the  sea  throws  up  sand  so  as 
partially  to  choke  the  drain  by  which  it  is  cleansed. 

The  packstore  is  good, 
and  has  been  arranged  for  its  present  purpose  by 
myself.  There  is  one  part  of  this  room  at  present 
unoccupied.  This  I  destine  for  a  laundry,  which  is 
greatly  wanted. 

7.  There  is  no  inspection  room.  The  cookhouse 
is  undergoing  a  second  alteration,  as  it  has  hitherto 
smoked  so  much  as  to  be  nearly  insupportable.  All 
the  flues  draw  badly,  causing  the  cooking  to  be  at 
times  not  so  regular  as  is  desirable.  A  dresser  is  also 
required  in  it. 

8.  At  the  end  of  the  two  buildings  divided  into 
wards,  8ce.,  but  detached  from  them,  there  is  a  row 
of  small  rooms,  closely  adjoining  the  cookhouse  . 

.  The  best  of  these  rooms  are 
occupied  by  myself,  as  I  find  it  absolutely  necessary 
at  present  to  reside  within  the  walls.  They  are 
really  very  small,  badly  ventilated,  very  dark,  and  in 
every  way  incommodious.  They  are  also  greatly 
crowded,  as,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  the  service,  in 
each  wardmaster's  room  there  are  three  inhabitants. 
I  made  this  arrangement,  that  the  Avards  might  lie 
disposable  for  the  greatest  possible  number  of  patients. 

9.  I  would  here  beg  to  represent  the  serious  incon- 
venience resulting  from  women  being  in  some  instances 
allowed  to  accompany  their  sick  husbands.  They 
already  occupy  a  room  which  should  be  given  to  the 
hospital  attendants.  Should  one  more  arrive,  another 
room  must  be  given  up,  and  its  present  inmates  must 
sleep  in  the  wards,  and  thereby  diminish  by  three 
beds  the  capabilities  of  the  hospital. 

I  have,  &c. 

Deputy  Inspector  General  Menzies, 
&c.  &c. 
P.S. — I  propose  to  make  some  alterations  in  the 
row  of  small  rooms,  but  have  not  yet  decided  upon 
them. 


No.  787. 

(Memorandum.) 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
6th  January  1855. 
Wrote  to  Mr.  Calvert,  requesting  an  estimate 
for  tables,  forms,  stools,  and  shelves  for  each  ward  ; 
for  shelves,  stove,  and  screen  for  laundry  ;  for  shelves 


for  apothecaries'  store  ;  for  dresser  in  kitchen  ;  for 
means  of  keeping  windows  open  ;  for  alteration  in 
drawers  ;  for  tables,  pigeon  holes,  and  stools  for 
Principal  Medical  Oflicer's  Oflice  ;  for  tin  plates 
under  each  stove. 


No.  788. 

To  the  Commandant  at  Abydos. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  11th  January  1855. 

1.  YoTT  are  aware  that  the  principal  buildings 
appropriated  here  for  hospital  purposes  contain  16 
rooms,  each  large  enough  to  hold  26  beds.  You  were 
also  aware  that  one  of  these  was  on  landing  imme- 
diately required  as  a  packstore,  &c.,  and  that  the 
other  15  had  been  fitted  up  as  Avards  :  there  being 
room  for  two  orderlies  and  24  patients  in  each. 

2.  A  difficulty  has  noAV  arisen  as  to  the  disposal  of 
men  who  may  seem  to  me  fit  for  active  service, 
pending  the  arrival  of  the  usual  means  of  transport 
to  the  Crimea  or  elscAvhere.  For  such  men  there  is 
at  present  no  separate  accommodation,  the  room 
originally  designed  as  a  barrack  having  been  hitherto 
used  as  a  purveyor's  store. 

3.  I  would,  tlierefore,  noAV  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration that  the  only  method  of  meeting  this 
difficulty  is  by  appropriating  another  Avard  as  pur- 
veyor's store,  and  thus  leaving  at  your  disposal  a 
room  sufficiently  large  (in  all  probability),  or  nearly 
so,  to  hold  the  men  returned  by  me  as  fit  for  duty. 

4.  This  Avill,  hoAvcver,  reduce  the  hospital  accom- 
modation from  360  beds  to  336  .     .      .     ,     ,  , 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Commandant, 
Abydos. 


No.  789. 

To  tlte  Commandant  at  Abydos. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  25th  January  1855. 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  that,  in  accor- 
dance Avith  instructions  received  through  you  from 
Colonel  Lord  Wm.  Paulet,  commanding  the  troops 
in  the  Bosphorus,  I  have  this  day  discharged  from 
hospital  all  men  fit  for  duty,  and  have  caused  the 
jiurveyor's  stores  to  be  conveyed  to  the  room  hitherto 
occupied  as  pack  store  merely.  Our  stores  at  the 
time  Avere  very  scanty.  Had  it  been  a  few  weeks 
later,  the  greater  portion  of  the  stores  must,  for  want 
of  room,  have  remained  in  the  open  air. 

2.  Having  thus  complied  Avith  the  order,  I  trust,  as 
Principal  Medical  Officer  of  this  establishment,  I  may 
be  pardoned  if  I  noAV  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing observations.  I  do  so,  because  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  arrangement  noAV  carried  into  effect  Avill 
prove  fraught  Avith  very  grave  inconvenience  to  the 
seiwice.  Should  my  statement  be  deemed  prolix, 
may  I  be  alloAved  to  plead  the  im-portance  of  the  sub- 
ject as  a  sufficient  apology. 

3.  All  persons  conversant  Avith  the  principles  on 
which  a  generai  hospital  is  conducted  are  aAvare  that 
its  discipline  and  general  sanitary  efficiency  depend 
materially  on  the  arrangements  subsisting  in  its  sub- 
ordinate establishments.  No  such  hospital  can  be 
considered  perfect  unless  these  are  completely  or- 
ganized and  in  harmonious  operation. 

4.  It  is  to  the  establishment  more  especially  charged 
with  purveyance  that  I  Avould  now  Avish  to  direct 
your  attention,  and  I  may  also  remark,  that  the  three 
departments  undermentioned  belong  to  this  estab- 
lislmient,  viz.,  the  purveyor's,  or  rather  steward's 
(provision)  store,  the  pack  store,  and  the  laundry. 
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5.  Having  on  {irrival  here  found  only  17  rooms  of 
sufficient  size  to  be  properly  available  for  these  pur- 
poses, 15  were  devoted  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
sick  ;  the  other  two  as  follows  :  one  as  purveyor's 
office  and  store  ;  this  store  being  two-fold,  one  of 
bulk  and  one  of  issue,  the  latter  in  daily  use  for  the 
expenditure  of  wine,  porter,  sago,  arrow  root,  also 
bread,  &c.,  &c.  ;  the  key  under  the  exclusive  charge 
of  the  steward  ;  the  second  as  a  pack  store  ;  the  key 
of  this  likewise  was  in  the  keeping  of  a  separate 
non-commissioned  officer  ;  nnd  so  im])ortant  is  this 
charge  deemed,  that  usually,  in  a  general  hospital,  he 
has  no  other  duty.  Agreeably  to  regulations,  a 
])atient  is  denied  all  access  to  his  pack  while  in  hos- 
pital, except  by  special  permission  of  Principal 
Medical  Officer,  and  then  only  in  presence  of  the 
storekeeper,  who  has  each  pack  ticketed  with  a  de- 
tailed list  of  its  contents  ;  moreover,  the  whole  store 
is  arranged  regimentally. 

I  may  also  remark,  a  very  few  feet  of  this  I'oom 
was  walled  off,  and  devoted  to  the  three-fold  pur])ose, 
viz.,  of  record  i-oom,  reception  room,  and  office  of 
Principal  Medical  Officer. 

The  remaining  s])ace  unoccupied  l>y  packs  I  intend 
to  fit  up  as  a  laundry  ;  for  although  the  soiled  linen, 
&c.,  is  washed  out  of  the  hos|)ital,  still  no  articles  are 
on  return  sufficiently  dry  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 

I  conceive  the  condition  of  sheets,  shirts,  &c.  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance,  <and  therefore  in- 
tended that  in  this  apartment  the  hospital  linen 
should  be  kept,  and  l)oth  hospital  and  personal  linen 
thoroughly  dried  l)efore  issue. 

6.  Through  the  kindness  of  the  consul  (Mr.  Calvert), 
I  obtained  estimates  of  the  probable  expenditure  for 
this  and  several  other  very  necessary  alterations  and 
additions. 

This  estimate  is  herewith  submitted. 

7.  The  above  arrangements,  whether  existing  or 
merely  proposed,  are  eitlicr  interfered  with  or  wholly 
suspended  by  the  order  with  which  I  have  just 
complied. 

There  is  no  longer  a  pack  store,  under  the  exclusive 
charge  of  its  own  officer,  resi)ons!l)le  alike  for  its 
systematic  arrangement  and  for  tlie  safety  of  its 
contents. 

The  purveyor  or  steward's  stores  are  necessarily  so 
crowded  that  the  usual  regularity  is  impracticable, 
and  in  several  other  respects  the  effective  working  of 
the  establishment  is  impeded. 

The  projected  opening  of  a  laundry,  as  al)Ove  de- 
tailed, falls  to  the  ground. 

8.  The  only  advantage  now  gained  is,  that  room  is 
afforded  for  24  extra  patients. 

9.  In  your  communication  you  mention,  the  alter- 
ation just  cari-ied  into  effect  is  temporary.  Of  course, 
if  16  rooms  are  ultimately  to  be  appropriated  as  wards, 
two  other  additional  ones  would  require  to  he  built  for 
the  ])urposes  already  detailed. 

I  humbly  submit  that  the  arrangement  I  contem- 
]>late  is  likewise  intended  as  a  temporary  device,  till 
tlie  next  hiiildings  are  erected. 

I  submit  that,  out  of  the  17  large  rooms  here,  if  one 
1)0  used  as  a  barrack,  two  should  be  appropriated, 
the  one  to  serve  the  triple  purpose  of  store  of  bulk, 
store  of  issue,  and  purveyor's  office,  the  other  as 
pack  store  and  laundry,  &c.  The  remaining  14  rooms 
to  be  used  as  Avards  exclusively.  Thus  the  hospital 
will  accommodate  336  instead  of  360  ])atients. 

10.  I  think,  vSir,  Avith  every  deference  to  your  judg- 
ment, I  may  safely  maintain  that  this  arrangement 
would  considerably  jiromote  the  comfort  of  these  336 
patients,  and  also  tend  to  Ijenefit  their  health.  It 
M'ould,  moreover,  render  more  complete  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  whole  establishment,  and  materially  in- 
crease its  general  efficiency. 

I  have,  &c. 

Tiie  Commandant, 
Abydosj 


Requisition  for  sundry  articles  urgently  required  to 
complete  the  General  Hospital  at  Abydos. 


No. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1. 

Fitting  up  the  empty  space  in  the  pack 
store  as  a  laundry*       .       _  . 

16 

13 

4 

2. 

Tables  to  hold  each  26  persons,  14 

wards  ------ 

30 

6 

8 

3. 

Stools,  364          -        -  . 

30 

6 

8 

4. 

0. 

Iron  plates  for  placing  under  stoves  - 
Three  small  tables  with  pigeon  holes, 
and  stools,  for  Principal  Medical 

10 

13 

4 

Officer's  office  ... 

5 

0 

0 

6. 

Fitting  up  apothecaries'  stores  with 

shelves          -           -           -  - 

4 

3 

4 

7. 

Dresser  for  the  kitchen 

4 

3 

4 

8. 

Hooks  for  keeping  windows  open 

2 

8 

0 

9. 

To  alter  drain  under  kitchen 

4 

4 

0 

10. 

To  alter  drain  under  privy,  about  30/. 
(estimate  not  received.) 

Grand  Total  .£'137  I85.    8^/.  £101  18  8 

(Signed)       W.  Tuckeu, 

Purveyor  to  Forces. 


Memo,  of  28  January. — A  shelf  about  10  feet  long, 
or  thereby,  on  each  side  of  the  ward,  will  also  be 
required. 


No.  790. 

Before  Sel)astopol, 
Sir,  19th  January  1855. 

With  regard  to  your  communication  of  the  16th 
December,  in  Avhich  you  mention  certain  deficiencies 
in  the  hospital  at  Abydos,  such  as  tables,  forms, 
shelves,  and  racks,  Avhich  I  request  you  will  take 
measures  to  have  sup])lied  as  early  as  possible,  or  any 
other  deficiencies  Avhich  you  may  consider  necessary 
for  the  comfort  and  Avell-doing  of  the  sick  under  your 
charge,  so  that  Avhen  I  pay  you  a  visit  I  may  be 
able  to  report  that  I  have  found  everything  in  perfect 
order,  Avhicli  I  fully  expect  Avill  be  the  case 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Jameson, 
Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
Principal  Medical  Officer, 
Abydos. 


No.  791. 

To  Captain  Harrisson. 
Sir,  Scutari,  28th  January  1855. 

I  am  directed  by  Colonel  Lord  Wm.  Paulet  to 
acknoAAdedge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant,  Avith  its  enclosures,  and  to  inform  you,  that, 
Avith  reference  to  Dr.  Jameson's  letters  of  the  11th 
and  25th  instant,  his  Lordship  approves  of  the  17 
rooms  lieing  ajiplied  as  folloAvs  : 

One  roon>  for  pack  stores  and  laundry  ;  one  room 
for  purveyor's  stores  and  office  ;  one  room  for  bar- 
racks ;  14  rooms  for  Avards  for  the  sick.  Total, 
17  rooms. 

Consequently  accommodation  Avill  exist  for  364 
men  in  the  14  Avards,  and  26  in  the  barrack  room. 
Total,  390. 

I  have,  &c. 

Cai)t.  Harrisson,  79th  Regt., 
Com.  Det.,  Abydos. 


*  ^Icre  properly  "  linen  store  and  drying-room." 

Y  3 
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.APPENDIX  TO  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE 


Letter  from  Capt.  Hfirrisson,  Commandant,  Abydos, 

To  Dr.  Jameson. 

Sir,  Abydos,  3d  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  an  extract  from  a 
letter  which  I  received  from  the  Deputy  Assistant 
Adjutant  General  at  Scutari,  from  which  you  will  see 
that  permission  has  been  granted  by  Lord  Wm. 
Paulet  for  one  of  the  rooms  originally  intended  as  an 
hospital  ward  to  be  used  as  pack  store  and  laundry, 
and  another  as  purveyor's  store  and  office,  and  the 
room  outside  the  hospital  gate  is  to  be  used  as  a 
barrack  room. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  allow 
these  arrangements  to  be  carried  out  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Jameson,  &c.  &c., 
Abydos. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  3d  February  1855. 

L  ..... 
2.  I  have  also  received  authority  to  expend  on 
alterations  and  additions  above  lOQl. 

Mr.  Calvert,  the  Consul,  has,  however,  informed 
me,  that  some  delay  may  be  anticipated  in  carrying 
out  my  suggestions,  owing  to  the  extreme  scarcity  of 
timber  existing  here  at  present. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 


To  —  Calvert,  Esq. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  9th  February  1855. 

I  TAKE  the  present  opportunity  of  calling  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  in  this  immediate 
vicinity  a  considerable  extent  of  marshy  land.  Seve- 
ral acres  of  such  I  have  observed  in  the  opposite  side 
of  the  hill  at  the  base  of  which  the  British  hospital  is 
placed,  and  some  other  such  spots  are  to  be  found  on 
the  road  betwixt  here  and  the  Dardanelles. 

I  would,  therefore,  very  strongly  recommend  you 
to  represent  the  insalubrious  condition  of  the  locali- 
ties in  question  to  the  Turkish  authorities.  If  this 
neighbourhood  were  properly  drained,  it  would  very 
greatly  improve  the  sanitary  condition,  not  merely  of 
the  inmates  of  the  hospital  here,  but  that  also  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Dardanelles  and  the  whole  sur- 
rounding country. 

I  have,  &c. 

—  Calvert,  Esq., 
H.  B.  M.'s  Consul,  &c.  &c., 
Dardanelles. 

The  above  letter  was  written  after  some  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject  to  which  it  refers  with  Mr.  Calvert, 
who  appeared  somewhat  sanguine  in  his  expectation 
that  Osman  Pacha,  at  the  time  Civil  Governor  of  the 
Dardanelles,  might  be  induced  to  regard  favourably 
the  recommendation  contained  therein. 


No.  792. 
(Memorandum.) 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
16th  March  1855. 
The  following  are  among  the  principal  altera- 
tions and  additions  still  requisite  to  complete  the 
General  Hospital  : — 

1.  Tables  and  stools  (360). 
'2.  Stove  for  laundry. 

3.  Considerable  alteration  in  height  of  walls. 


4.  Alteration  in  privy  and  waslihouse  (new  one  to 
be  built  over  the  sea  Avith  covered  way). 

5.  Opening  of  drain  below  gateway. 

The  above  brief  memorandum  given  to  Commandant 
at  his  request. 


No.  793. 

To  Captain  Blacklin. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  22d  March  1855. 

With  reference  to  previous  letters,  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  submit  on  sanitary  grounds  the  under- 
mentioned recommendations  : — 

2.  It  being  hitherto  found  impossible  to  secure  a 
person  to  wash  for  the  establishment  with  sufficient 
regularity  and  care ; 

It  being  also  found  impracticable  to  keep  down 
effectually  the  horrible  effluvium  from  the  privy; 

Recommended  that  a  privy  be  erected  over  the  sea, 
with  covered  way  leading  thereto ;  recommended,  also, 
that  the  apartment  now  used  as  a  privy  be  fitted  up 
as  a  washhouse.  It  is  possible  to  exclude  all  com- 
munication with  the  hospital,  and  also  to  hire  Greek 
women  as  washers.    This  was  the  custom  at  Varna. 

3.  It  being  found  that  the  various  walls  around 
and  within  the  hospital  interfere  with  proper  venti- 
lation, and  thereby  tend  to  increase  the  prominent 
defect  of  this  locality; 

Recommended  that  said  walls  be  all  lowered  several 
feet. 

4.  It  being  found  that  the  floor  of  the  ablution 
room  is  defective,  being  uneven,  &c.  &c.,  thereby 
retaining  damp; 

Recommended  that  the  said  floor  be  altered.  To 
be  made  *  flat,  but  having  a  gradual  yet  considerable 
slope  towards  the  sea. 

5.  Owing  in  general  to  accident,  a  great  many 
panes  of  glass,  window-sashes,  &c.  8fC.,  have  been 
broken  or  injured  throughout  the  establishment; 

Recommended  that  all  these  repairs  be  executed 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Officer  Commanding, 
Abydos. 


No.  794. 

(Memorandum.) 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
9th  April  1855. 
Alterations  and  additions  found  absolutely 
necessary  to  complete  tlie  above  establishment. 

1.  Construction  of  a  privy,  about  twenty  yards 
from  the  beach,  with  a  covered  way  from  wards 
leading  thereto  along  the  south-west  wall. 

2.  Conversion  of  present  privy  into  a  wash-house. 
This  change,  "  inter  alia,"  involves  the  following 
changes'  and  additions  :  First,  closing  of  present  en- 
trance, and  opening  of  one  towards  southern  aspect; 
secondly,  opening  of  a  doorway  in  south  wall,  near 
principal  medical  officer's  office  ;  thirdly,  repair  of 
iron  tank  near  cookhouse  ;  fourthly,  alteration  of 
drain  ;  fiftlily,  construction  of  wooden  paling  from 
washhouse  to  sea. 

3.  Alteration  of  floor  of  ablution  room. 

4.  Lowering  of  walls.  This  implies  the  erection 
(on  one  wall)  of  a  slight  paling  to  prevent  men  break- 
ing out  of  hospital. 

'  5.  Ventilators  in  roof  of  each  ward,  moveable  at 
pleasure. 

6.  Alteration  of  kitchen  drain. 

7.  Additional  windows  to  promote  ventilation  in 
small  rooms  used  by  wardmasters,  &c.  &c. 

8.  The  above  alterations,  additions,  and  repairs 
will  tend  respectively  to  produce  a  more  perfect  sys- 
tem of  hospital  ventilation,  and  also  to  promote  con- 
siderably personal  cleanliness. 
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In  my  opinion,  all  r^hould  be  carried  into  effect 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  as  the  hot  season  is 
rapidly  approaching. 


No.  795. 

To  Captain  Blachlin. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
SiK,  9th  April  18o5. 

1.  With  regard  to  communications  previously 
addressed  to  Captain  Ilarrisson  when  Commandant 
(No.  and  date  as  below*),  I  Inu  e  now  the  honour  to 
submit  herewith  a  memorandum  detailing  sundry 
intended  alterations  in  this  hospital,  a  copy  of  which 
will  be  forwarded  to  Captain  Waagerraann,  Engineer, 
by  the  evening  post. 

2.  Except  the  i)roposal  to  fix  ventilators  in  the 
roof  of  each  ward,  and  additional  windows  in  the 
small  rooms,  all  these  alterations  and  suggestions 
have  been  sanctioned  by  Bi-igadior-General  Lord 
William  Paulet. 

3.  As  a  store  and  officer's  quarter  arc  now  in 
course  of  erection  for  the  Commissariat  Department, 
I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  pointing  out  that 
additional  quarters  are  also  required  for  the  hospital 
staff,  and  if,  as  suggested  in  my  letter  of  the  2oth 
January,  No.  1.38,  buildings  were  erected  for  the 
various  stores  connected  with  the  purveying  depart- 
ment, &c.,  &c.,  the  two  rooms  now  used  as  such 
would  revert  to  their  original  destination,  and  be 
rendered  available  for  the  accommodation  of  48 
additional  patients. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  Blacklin, 

Commandant,  Abydos. 

P.S.  The  erection  of  a  cook-house  for  extras,  pro- 
vided there  were  also  a  qualified  cook  (such  as  I  hear 
some  of  the  lately  arrived  female  nurses  are),  would 
be  an  improvement.  It  would,  however,  be  requisite 
to  liuild  a  quarter  for  this  cook,  as  there  is  none 
available  at  present. 

In  the  French  hospital  there  is  a  shed,  with  some 
forms,  on  which  I  observed  some  convalescents 
sitting.  This  indulgence,  although  not  absolutely 
essential,  would  be  a  very  great  comfort  to  this  class 
of  patients. 


No.  796. 

To  Captain  Waagermann. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Siu,  12th  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  a 
memorandum,  giving  the  details  of  the  intended 
additions  and  alterations  specified  in  our  conversation 
of  the  5th  instant. 

I  have,  &c. 

Ca]itain  Waagermann. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  797. 

To  Captain  Blachlin. 

General  Hospital,  Aliydos, 
Sh:.  23d  April  1855. 

With  i-eference  to  several  previous  com- 
nuuncations,  I  ]ioi)e  you  Avill  not  think  me  too 
inq)ortunate  if  I  venture  again  to  call  your  attention 
to  our  projected  sanitary  improvements. 

These  have  been  generally  sanctioned,  liut  are  not 
even  connnenced,  for,  l)eing  a  departmental  officer,  I 
cannot  of  course  execute  them  myself. 


*  No.  58,  25th  January  1855;  No.  214,  22d  March  1855. 


I  would,  therefore,  most  urgently  sulnnit  to  your 
better  judgment,  the  propriety  of  applying  for  an 
officer  of  engineers,  who  can  at  once,  if  on  the  spot, 
make  the  necessary  contracts,  &c.  &c. 

The  Commissariat  adopted  this  plan,  and  their 
store  is  nearly  complete,  I  may  add,  every  day's 
delay  is  much  to  be  regretted.  The  rainy  season  is 
just  commencing,  and  the  hot  weather  will  follow 
directly  after. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  Blacklin, 

Commandan t,  Abydos. 

Memorandum  showing  sundry  alterations,  additions, 
and  improvements,  from  time  to  time,  proposed  in 
reference  to  these  buildings. 

1.  The  construction  of  Iniilding  to  be  used  as  offi- 
cers' (piarters  and  jmrveyor's  stores. 

2.  The  construction  of  a  privy  over  sea,  covered 
platform,  60  feet  from  beach  to  seats,  and  railed. 

3.  The  conversion  of  present  privy  into  wash- 
house. 

4.  Railing  to  be  carried  from  back  of  present  dead- 
house  directly  to  beach,  or  to  buildings  No.  1,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

5.  Demolition  of  western  wall. 

6.  The  lowering  of  the  outer  walls  to  the  height 
of  four  feet.  The  eastern  wall  to  be  surmounted  by 
stockade,  and  the  ground  outside  to  be  lowered,  if 
possil)le,  four  feet. 

7.  Windows  to  be  open  in  the  back  part  of  the 
small  rooms,  except  those  used  at  present  vespec- 
tivelj''  as  quarters  by  principal  medical  officer,  as 
apothecary  store  and  as  surgery. 

8.  Funnel,  &c.  in  roof  of  kitchen,  and  drain 
altered. 

9.  Tank  to  be  repaired. 

10.  Shed  for  patients,  with  benches. 

11.  Ventilators  in  roof  of  wards,  with  alteration  in 
ceiling. 

12.  Alteration  in  floor  of  ablution  room. 

13.  Erection  of  an  extra  kitchen,  with  quarters 
for  a  female  cook.  This  item  is  merely  recommended 
as  conducive  to  the  comfort  of  a  certain  class  of 
patients. 

14.  Doorway  in  southern  wall,  near  Principal 
Medical  Officer's  office. 

15.  Sundry  repairs. 

16.  A  stool,  as  per  pattern,  for  each  bed. 

Principal  Medical 
Officer's  office, 
■  Abydos,  30th  April  1855. 


No.  798. 

To  Captain  Blacklin. 

General  Hospital, 
Sir,  Abydos,  5th  May  1855. 

1.  With  reference  to  our  conversation  this 
morning,  I  crave  your  permission,  in  the  very 
strongest  manner  to  urge,  on  sanitary  grounds,  that 
the  distance  between  the  nearest  seat  in  the  proposed 
privy  over  the  sea  and  the  beach  be  not  less  than 
60  feet. 

V  2.  I  have  formed  the  opinion  on  which  I  ground 
tlie  above  recommendation,  after  carefully  observing 
the  eddies  in  that  direction  since  last  December,  and 
am  convinced  that  if  a  less  distance  be  adopted  the 
end  for  which  I  recommended  the  construction  of  said 
])rivy  will  not  be  obtained. 

3.  I  have  learned  that  Mr.  Brunton,  Civil  Engi- 
neer, coincides  in  the  above  opinion. 

4.  As  upon  me  rests  the  undivided  responsibility  of 
securing  certain  sanitary  results  from  the  proposed 
alterations  in  this  establishment,  I  hope,  if  you  still 
object  to  carrying  out  my  proposal,  you  will  have  no 
objection  to  sul:)mitting  this  letter  to  the  consideration 
of  Brigadier  General  Lord  Wm.  Paulet,  by  whom,  as 

Y  4 


176 


APPENDIX  TO  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE 


I  undcrstancl,  at  least,  my  suggestions  have  been 
approved. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  BLicklin, 
Commandant,  Abydos. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  799. 

To  Captain  Blacklin. 

General  Hospital, 
Sir,  Abydos,  7th  May  1855. 

Ever  since  the  opening  of  tliis  establishment, 
on  the  8th  December  last,  considerable  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  in  maintaining  the  discipline  which 
is  so  indispensable  to  sanitary  efficiency. 

2.  One  of  the  leading  obstacles  has  been  the  facility 
of  intercourse  (afforded  by  circumstance)  between  the 
patients  here  and  the  natives  of  the  country,  who  are 
always  on  the  alert  to  supply  the  former  with  liquor 
and  other  contraband  articles. 

3.  Last  December,  on  more  occasions  than  one, 
boats  were  detected  by  me  in  the  act  of  landing- 
spirits  here,  and  selling  the  same  to  different  indi- 
viduals. 

4.  To  remedy  this  most  intolerable  nuisance,  it  has 
hitherto  been  a  standing  order  that  no  boats  should 
land  their  crews  within  the  hospital  boundaries, 
under  any  possible  pretext,  except  when  under  com- 
mand of  an  officer  who  could  be  held  responsible  for 
their  behaviour  ;  also,  that,  with  the  exception  of 
H.B.M.  Consul  and  family,  the  contractor,  and 
persons  known  to  be  in  his  employment,  no  one 
should  enter  the  gate  except  passed  therein  Ijy  an 
officer  of  the  depot. 

5.  The  strict  observance  of  these  two  orders 
hitherto  has  proved  very  benelicial. 

6.  In  two  instances  only  have  they  been  violated. 

7.  One  has  been  under  existing  circumstances 
unavoidable.  I  allude  to  the  occasional  shipment 
from  the  wharves  of  horses  and  cattle  for  the  use 
of  the  Anglo-French  army  in  the  Crimea. 

These  shipments,  however,  usually  occupy  a  very 
short  space  of  time,  and  the  patients  are  then  con- 
fined within  the  central  gateway. 

8.  The  other  exception  is  the  reason  I  nov/  take 
the  liberty  of  addi-essing  you. 

Permission  was  granted  to  the  master  of  a  foreign 
vessel  to  execute  some  repairs  about  his  ship  which 
required  the  presence  of  the  crew  within  these  boun- 
daries all  day  and  for  many  days  in  succession.  The 
result,  as  you  know,  was  the  introduction  of  contra- 
band articles  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital. 

9.  It  becomes,  therefore,  my  duty,  most  respect- 
fully, yet  most  earnestly,  to  suggest  to  you  the  pro- 
priety of  withholding  your  permission  in  all  future 
instances.  Assuredly  the  j^resence  of  civilians  of  the 
lower  class  among  the  sick  will,  by  the  inevitable 
disorder  it  occasions,  entirely  defeat  the  order  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  establishing  in  this  locality  a 
sanitary  post,  for  where  the  discipline  of  an  hospital 
is  defective  its  sanitary  condition  is  invariably  un- 
satisfactory. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed) 

Captain  Blacklin, 

Commandant,  Al>ydos. 


No.  800. 

To  Captain  Gordon, 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  12th  July  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  hereby  your 
letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  beg  leave  to  state  that 


I  shall  do  my  best  to  obtain  the  information  required 
by  Colonel  Lloyd. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  Gordon,  E.E., 
Scutari. 


No.  801. 

To  Captain  Gordon,  R.E. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  26th  July  1855. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the 
27th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  I  am 
informed  by  the  contractor  for  this  hospital  that 
masons,  carpenters,  glaziers,  plasterers,  and  laborers 
can  be  procured,  when  required,  at  the  Dardauelles, 
and  nearly  at  the  same  rates  as  at  Constantinople. 
Glass  can  be  procured  at  so  much  per  pane. 

Flagging  has  been  ordered,  and  may  shortly  be 
expected.  1,400  lbs.  of  lime  have  already  been 
landed  here  ;  also  4,134  bricks. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  Gordon,  R.E. 


No.  802. 

To  Captain  Gordon,  R.E. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  14th  August  1855. 

With  reference  to  previous  letters,  as  below,* 
I  am  anxious  to  learn  how  the  various  articles, 
in  the  latter  communication  alluded  to,  are  to  be  paid 
for,  as  the  person  by  whom  they  were  supplied  has 
been  making  repeated  inquiries  on  the  subject  of  the 
acting  purveyor  of  this  establishment. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  Gordon,  R.E. 


No.  803. 

To  Captain  Gordon,  R.E. 

General  Hospital,  Abydos, 
Sir,  30th  August  1855. 

1 .  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant. 

2.  I  beg  to  enclose  herewith  the  tradesmen's  ac- 
count for  the  articles  ])urcliased  by  your  order,  and 
now  in  charge  of  purveyor. 

3.  Before  proceeding  to  endeavour  to  complete  the 
works  authorized,  I  may  mention  that  I  learn,  on 
what  appears  on  unquestionable  authority,  these 
buildings  are  shortly  to  be  handed  over  to  the  French 
army. 

4.  If  it  still  be  thought  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
said  works,  I  shall  require  a  list  giving  the  necessary 
details,  to  jjrevent  mistakes  on  my  part. 

5.  The  frame  works  of  the  windows  for  ward- 
master's  rooms,  &c..  were  to  be  constructed  at  Scutari. 
Am  I  to  wait  lor  their  arrival  ? 

G.  I  apprehend  some  difficulty  in  executing  these 
works  by  contract,  as  you  direct,  OAving  to  the  great 
delay  Avhicli  has  hitherto  attended  the  payment  of  the 
contractors  for  those  already  performed,  and  which, 
I  may  add,  were  carried  out,  not  by  me,  as  you  suppose, 
but  by  the  various  commandants  here  respectively. 

The  Consul  informs  me  these  men  Ijorrow  money 
at  a  very  high  rate  of  interest  to  enable  them  to  pay 
their  laborers  regularly.  This  gentleman  has  himself 
advanced  money  to  one  contractor  some  time  ago  ;  a 
circumstance  I  only  learned  long  after  it  occurred, 
for,  as  just  stated,  tliese  matters  were  all  arranged  by 
the  various  commandants. 

7.  I  therefore  wait  for  your  further  instructions, 
and  Avhen  these  ai-rive  they  shall  be  carried  out  to  the 
Jiest  of  my  ability. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  Gordon,  R.E. 


*  No.  369,  12th  July  1855. 
No.  385,  2Gth  July  1850, 
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No.  804. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

General  Hospital, 
Near  St.  George's  Monastery, 
Sir,  Crimea,  lOtli  December  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  a  canteen  has 
been  opened  near  St.  George's  Monastery  by  the 
autliority  of  the  Commandant. 

I  beg  to  submit  to  your  better  judgment  that  such 
an  establislmient  is  here  unnecessary,  and,  l)eing  so 
close  to  this  hospital,  is  greatly  calculated  to  cause 
and  to  promote  intemperance. 

The  Commandant  has  indeed  informed  me  that  no 
spirituous  liquor  is  allowed  to  be  sold  therein,  but,  as 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  such  a  prohibitory  enact- 
ment can  never  practically  be  enforced. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  805. 

To  Dr.  Hull. 

General  Hospital, 
Near  St.  George's  Monastery, 
Sir,  Crimea,  31st  January  1856. 

With  reference  to  my  letter.  No.  and  date  as 
below,*  on  the  subject  of  the  expediency  of  esta- 
1)lishing  a  canteen  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
a  general  hospital,  more  especially  when  that  hospital 
is  unprotected  by  a  single  sentry,  I  have  now  the  honour 
to  submit,  I  am  credibly  informed  that,  contrary  to 
the  original  intention,  spirituous  liquors  are  there 
constantly  sold  ;  indeed,  only  this  morning  an  orderly 
of  the  Medical  Staff  Corps,  confined  at  the  night  visit 
l)y  the  staff  surgeon  for  drunkenness,  alleged  to  me 
on  his  defence  he  "  only  drank  two  glasses  of  cognac 
lie  had  purcliased  at  the  canteen  at  the  Monastery," 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  806. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

General  Hospital, 
Near  St.  George's  Monastery, 
Sir,  Crimea,  13th  March  1856. 

With  reference  to  ])revious  communications  as 
below,t  on  the .  expediency  of  having  a  canteen  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  this  establishment, 
1  beg  now  to  report,  agreeably  to  evidence  just  re- 
ceived by  me,  one  of  the  Medical  Staff  Corps  orderlies 
Avas  taken  out  of  the  canteen  near  the  Monastery  at 
an  early  hour  this  morning,  where  he  had  purchased, 
inter  alia,  a  bottle  of  gin.  He  was  found  disputing 
with  the  canteen-keeper,  and  was  then,  as  he  still  is, 
"  very  drunk." 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 


*  No.  491,  10th  December  18  55. 
t  Ibid. 

No.  531,  31st  January  1856. 


No.  807. 
To  Dr.  Hall. 

General  Hospital, 
Near  St.  George's  Monastery, 
Sir,  Crimea,  22d  March  1856, 

1.  ..... 

2.  

3.  ..... 

In  fine,  I  submit  that  a  perusal  of  the  statements 
drawn  up  by  all  parties  concerned  (the  canteen  man 
excepted),  bears  me  out  in  re-asserting,  although  this 
man  may  possibly  have  taken  "  his  morning  glass," 
he  went  to  his  work  soljer,  and,  unluckily  straying  to 
the  canteen,  was  brought  back  therefrom  "  very 
drunk." 

4.  Am  I  not,  therefore,  justified  in  repeating  my 
recommendation  to  close  this  canteen  ?  Major  Whit- 
inore  established  it  on  the  condition  that  no  spirits 
were  to  be  sold  there,  but  it  would  appear  his  efforts 
to  enforce  this  condition  have  failed. 

Even  were  it  possilile  to  check  the  vending  of  for- 
bidden liquors,  if  a  person  of  this  description  gain  a 
footing  on  a  post,  he  can,  by  strolling  emiss.aries, 
easily  effect  his  purpose  of  clandestine  sale.  Else- 
where I  myself  have  known  this  done,  and,  from  a 
remark  in  the  evidence  of  Assistant  Ward  master 
Morris,  I  suspect  some  such  scheme  is  in  contempla- 
tion here. 

Every  facility  is  afforded  by  these  buildings,  suffi- 
ciently extensive  to  accommodate  220  patients,  yet 
unprotected  by  an  enclosure  ;  nay,  actually  unpro- 
tected by  a  single  sentry,  night  or  day. 

5.  Is  there  not  a  French  canteen  described  to  me 
as  under  a  mile  off  ?  and  do  not  strolling  French 
soldiers  occasionally  smuggle  spirits  into  the  hospital  ? 
Too  true  !  But  the  existence  of  one  evil  I  can  only 
deplore  and  struggle  against  without  effectually  re- 
moving is  no  reason  why  I  should  not  bear  my 
humble  testimony  against  another  evil  we  ourselves 
have  created,  and  can  in  a  moment  destroy. 

6.  It  is  said  the  canteen  is  a  convenience  to  about 
60  French  and  English.  Very  possibly.  This  matter 
being  beyond  my  province,  can  be  by  me  neither 
admitted  nor  gainsaid.  I  view  the  question  sim])ly  as 
it  affects  the  discipline  of  the  hospital  committed  to 
my  care.  Evidence  has  been  adduced  to  show  that 
for  some  months  jiast  the  sale  of  spirits  has  been  going 
on  at  the  said  canteen,  and  that,  in  particular  cases, 
the  drunkenness  of  attendants  is  to  be  ascribed  to  its 
existence.  This  estal>lishment  has  thereby  very  con- 
siderably enhanced  the  difficulties  experienced  iu 
maintaining  discipline  in  the  hospital,  and  whatever 
is  prejudicial  to  discipline  must  eventually  be  preju- 
dicial to  health  also. 

7.  ..... 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 

No.  808. 

To  the  Commandant. 

General  Hospitfil, 
Near  St.  George's  Monastery, 
Sir,  Crimea,  17th  May  1856. 

With  reference  to  former  conversations,  I  beg 
to  submit  the  very  urgent  necessity  that  exists  for 
the  establishment  of  at  least  a  corporal's  guard  over 
this  hospital.  French  soldiers  crowd  about  the 
buildings  all  day,  and  I  do  not  consider  the  public 
])roperty  safe  in  our  present  defenceless  condition. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Commandant, 
&c,  &c. 
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Letters  of  Dr.   Beatson,   Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class,  Principal  Medical  Officer, 

Balaklava  General  Hospital. 


No,  809. 


To  Lieutenant-  Colonel  Harding. 

Senior  Medical  Officer's  Office, 
SiK,  Balaklava,  27tli  January  1856. 

A  SANITAKY  inspector  came  here  this  morning 
with  a  party  of  about  20  Croats,  and  directed  my 
servant,  as  well  as  others,  to  remove  a  heap  of  rubbish 
which  has  been  allowed  to  accumulate  for  probably 
the  last  12  months,  here  and  there,  over  the  space 
between  the  hospital  and  medical  officer's  quarters, 
as  well  as  behind  the  latter  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
he  refused  to  allow  the  Croats  who  were  with  him  to 
assist.  Considering  that  most  of  the  medical  officers 
now  here  have  been  only  a  few  months,  some  only 
a  few  weeks,  I  really  cannot  see  why  their  servants 
should  be  required  to  do  more  than  remove  the  daily 
refuse  of  the  stables  ;  not  the  heaps  that  have  been 
allowed  hitherto  to  accumulate,  and  which  it  is  clear 
ought  never  to  have  been  allowed  to  do  so,  if  the 
sanitary  inspectors  had  attended  to  their  duties,  espe- 
cially as  I  am  informed  by  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sioners, that  there  are  two  inspectors  and  a  large  staff 
of  Croats  paid  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  whole 
of  Balaklava  free  from  filth  and  nuisance. 

In  such  circumstances,  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  nuisance  alluded 
to,  and  as  to  what  steps  are  to  be  taken  to  preve'nt 
its  re-accumulation,  as  it  cannot  but  prove,  especially 
as  the  hot  weather  is  fast  approaching,  prejudicial  to 
the  health  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  that  if  officers'  servants  are  to 


remove  the  refuse  of  stables,  that  wheelbarrows 
should  be  allowed  for  that  purpose. 

(Signed)       G.'s.  Beatson,  M.D., 

Staff' Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
Senior  Medical  Officer. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Harding, 
&c.  &c. 

Commandant. 
P.S.  I  also  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  it  has 
been  pointed  out  to  me  that  several  bodies  have 
lately  been  buried  on  the  face  of  the  hill  above  the 
centre  of  Balaklava  ;  a  practice  which,  if  continued, 
must  prove  prejudicial,  as  from  the  nature  of  the  soil 
the  graves  are  probably  very  near  the  surface. 

G.  S.  B. 


No.  810, 

Replying  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mouat,  Deputy 
Inspector-General  of  Hospitals  in  Turkey,  and 
then  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  Balaklava,  on 
the  subject  of  peat  chai'coal  being  used  for  the 
Hospital  latrines. 

SiK, 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  to-day's  date, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  Commandant. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  S.  Beatson,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

J.  Mouat,  Esq.,  C.B., 

Principal  Medical  Officer, 
&c.  &c. 
Balaklava. 


Letters  of  Dr.  Tice,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 


No.  811. 

Mr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Tice. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastera,  19th  August  1854. 

Colonel  Shirley,  commanding  the  88th  Regi- 
ment, having  written  a  letter  to  the  general  com- 
manding the  division,  dated  17th  instant,  in  which 
he  complains  of  the  want  of  comforts  for  his  sick,  and 
goes  so  far  as  to  state,  "  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
aome  of  the  recent  deaths  were  solely  occasioned  by 
the  want  of  those  hospital  comforts  and  change  of 
diet,"  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  would 
be  pleased  to  call  upon  the  medical  officers  of  that 
corps  for  an  explanation  of  the  same,  and  also  for  a 
copy  of  any  report  they  may  liave  made  to  their  com- 
manding officer  on  the  subject,  as,  should  the  above 
statement  of  the  colonel  be  correct,  they  are  entirely 
to  blame  for  allowing  their  men  to  be  in  want  of  any- 
thing that  could  be  purchased,  if  not  to  be  obtained 
from  the  purveyor's  store  here. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  Alexander, 
Dr.  Tice,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
Charge  of  2nd  Brigade. 

No.  812. 
Dr.  Tice  to  Mr.  Moore. 
Sir,  Camp,  Monastera,  19th  August  1854. 

In  submitting  the  accompanying  letter  from  Dr. 
Alexander,  I  have  to  request  you  will  favour  rae, 


with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  with  the  information 
called  for. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  C.  G.  Tice,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Moore,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 

88th  Regiment.  Charge  of  2nd  Brigade. 


No.  813. 
Mr.  Moore  to  Dr.  Tice. 

Sir,  Camp,  Monastera,  19th  August  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  received  this  evening, 
and  its  enclosure,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I 
did  not  write  any  repOrt  to  Colonel  Shirley  relative 
to  comforts  for  the  sick,  and  therefore  cannot  send  a 
copy.  I  further  beg  to  state,  that  I  did  not  make  any 
report  to  him  on  the  subject,  further  than  in  answer 
to  a  question  from  him,  viz.  Why  I  did  not  give  lots 
of  fowls  and  eggs  to  the  sick,  as  surgeons  of  other 
corps  did  ?  I  replied  that  I  was  not  authorized  to 
purchase  anything  I  might  choose,  and  that  I  had  to 
keep  an  exact  account  of  every  article  each  man  had. 
I  said  the  men  got  beef  tea,  arrowroot  and  sago,  wine 
and  brandy,  as  much  as  I  chose  to  order.  I  further 
have  to  state,  that,  had  I  deemed  the  purchase  of  fowls 
and  eggs  necessary,  I  should  have  applied  to  the  prin- 
cipal medical  officer  for  permission  to  do  so  ;  and  I 
moreover  state,  that  I  can  confidently  state  that  no 
man  ever  lost  his  life  while  under  my  charge  for  want 
of  nourishment,  when  he  could  either  eat  or  drink  ; 
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and  also  that  I  think  that  Colonel  Shirley's  statement, 
"  that  he  liad  reason  to  believe  that  some  of  the  recent 
deaths  were  solely  occasioned  by  the  want  of  those 
hospital  comforts  and  change  of  diet,"  is  a  very  unfair 
charge  to  bring  against  me,  as,  if  I  allow  men  to  lose 
their  lives  for  want  of  nourishment,  I  am  certainly 
unfit  to  be  in  charge  of  the  sick. 

(Signed)       G.  T.  Moore, 
Surgeon,  88th  Regiment. 
To  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
Dr.  Tice. 


No.  814. 

Dr.  Tice  to  Dr.  Alexander. 
Sib,  Camp,  Monastera,  20th  October  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  accompanying 
explanatory  letter  from  Surgeon  Moore,  SStli  Regi- 
ment, by  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  administered 
to  his  patients  the  quantity  of  food  in  his  judgment 
the  most  ai)propriate,  and  hence  the  best  suited  to 
meet  the  various  ailments  under  his  charge.  I  h.ave 
on  more  than  one  occasion  told  Assistant- vSurgeon 
Shegog,  88th  Regiment,  of  the  unbounded  latitude  I 
yielded  him  in  the  exhibition  of  whatever  he  thought 
likely  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  sick  during  the  pre- 
vailing ejjidemic,  observing,  that  if  he  even  thought 
the  pouring  of  gold  down  the  throats  of  the  unfor- 
tunate sufferers  could  do  good  he  had  my  permission 
to  use  the  precious  metal  ad  libitum.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, but  regret  that  the  lil>eral  spirit  extended,  and 
in  particular  to  the  88th  Regiment,  should  have  called 
down  the  serious  stricture  of  Colonel  Shirley  on 
Mr.  Moore,  reflecting  on  that  officer  not  merely  the 
want  of  discrimination  but  of  humanity. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed.)       J.  C-  G.  Tice,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 

Dr.  Alexander,  Charge  of  2nd  Brigade. 

Principal  Medical  Officer, 

Light  Division. 


No.  815. 

Dr.  Tice  to  Captain  Christie. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  inform  me  what  preparations  will  be  made  for 


the  reception  of  the  sick  and  wounded  at  this  station, 
should  the  Russians  effect  a  successful  invasion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  C.  G.  Tice, 
Capt.  Christie,  R.N.,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Agent  of  Transports. 

No  answer  received. — J.  C.  G.  Tice. 


No.  816. 

Dr.  Tice  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  17th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  hos- 
pital is  crowded,  and  from  the  position  of  the  ships, 
and  the  damage  they  have  sustained,  it  is  impossible 
at  present  to  make  use  of  them  for  the  sick.  The 
"  Victoria"  steamer  has  already  on  board  about  150 
marines,  and  it  is  likely  to  fill  with  men  of  that  branch 
of  the  service. 

With  the  view  of  more  accommodation  for  the  sick, 
I  represented  verbally  to  General  Estcourt  that  I 
feared  the  house  Lord  Raglan  had  occupied  would  be 
required  ;  and  yesterday,  on  insijecting  it,  I  was  told 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  intended 
to  remove  into  it.  I  am  therefore  obliged  to  request 
you  will  not  allow  another  sick  soldier  to  be  removed 
till  I  can  report  the  ships  ready  for  their  reception. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  C.  G.  Tice, 
Dr.  Hall,  Pi-incipal  Medical  Officer. 

Inspector-General. 

Attended  to. — J.  C.  G.  Tice. 

No.  817.  ■ 

To  Captain  Christie. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  16th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  place  at  my  disposal  a  ship,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  sick  and  wounded,  the  hospital  being 
crowded.  I  have  to  urge  the  necessity  of  your  imme- 
diate attention. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  C.  G.  Tice, 
Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Captain  Christie,  R.N., 
Agent  of  Transports. 

Attended  to.— J.  C.  G.  Tice. 


Letters  of  Mr.  Roberts,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class,  Principa]  Medical  Officer 

4tli  Division. 


No.  818. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  \th  Division. 

Camp,  4th  Division,  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  3rd  February  1855. 

At  the  request  of  Major-General  Sir  J.  Camp- 
bell, I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  dirty 
state  of  the  vicinity  of  the  regimental  hospitals, 
and  the  absence  of  proper  latrines,  was  brought  by 
Dr.  Hall  and  Dr.  Humphry,  and  further  urged  by 
myself,  to  the  notice  of  the  regimental  surgeons,  for 
correction,  by  applying  for  regimental  fatigue  parties, 
without  the  effect  of  having  the  nuisances  remedied, 
and  that  a  brigade  (1st)  fatigue  party  was  apjjlied 
for  subsequently  to  bury  the  heaps  of  filth  and  dead 
animals  about  the  hospitals  of  the  1st  Brigade,  but 
which  party,  from  paucity  of  hands,  effected  little. 

At  the  present  time  there  appears  to  be  no  method 
of  constructing  latrines,  or  of  nuuntaiuing  cleanliness 
in  camp,  otherwise  than  by  the  desultory  action  of  a 
couuniuuling  ofiiccr  of      regiment,   a  surgeon,  or 


quarter  master,  stimulated  occasionally  by  a  military 
or  medical  staff  officer,  as  chance  dictates. 

In  order  to  keep  a  standing  camp,  without  its 
sewers,  Avater,  and  scavengers,  clean,  there  should 
be  latrines  properly  constructed  in  convenient  posi- 
tions near  the  companies'  tents,  hospital  marquees 
and  huts,  with  a  permanent  personal  staff  to  keep 
r'hem  in  order  ;  and,  furthermore,  to  correct  the 
indiscriminate  and  universiil  commission  of  nuisances, 
as  is  observed  every  hour  out  of  the  twenty-four  in 
the  day  in  every  point  of  the  camp,  there  ought  to  be 
enrolled  a  small  but  able  body  of  men  to  preserve 
the  sanitary  police  of  the  camp,  in  conjunction  with 
(he  aliove  referred  to  stntf  of  pioneers,  and  who 
should  have  the  power  of  Ijringing  to  conviction  with 
their  OAvn  evidence  any  offender  against  the  sanitary 
laws  of  the  camp,  and  summarily  to  punish  him  by 
forfeiture  of  one  day's  grog  or  some  such  punish- 
ment. 

Latrines,  it  sliould  be  observed,  cannot  be  preserved 
in  a  deodorized  state  Avitliout  daily  covering  of  the 
soil  with  either  a  layer  of  lime  or  earth  ;  and  even 
this  process  will  fail  to  preserve  them  without  odour 
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after  a  few  weeks,  and  thereby  compelling  the  forma- 
tion of  others. 

In  addition  to  keeping  the  surface  of  our  camp  field 
free  from  heaps  of  ordure,  Avitli  their  unwholesome 
emanations,  and  the  regimental  and  hospital  latrines 
innocuous,  by  the  proposed  organization  of  a  sanitary 
camp  police  and  pioneer  corps,  there  would  be 
afforded  hopes  of  averting  the  early  to  be  expected 
jiroducts  of  the  poisonous  effluvia  from  the  graves  of 
the  dead  men  and  animals  and  offal  pits  of  the 
Commissariat  around  our  camp  almost;  for  as  certain 
as  the  frost  ceases  to  affect  the  surface  of  the  ground 
the  earth  begins  to  crack  and  sink  into  the  vaults, 
the  yet  partially  undecomposed  crowded  carcasses  of 
the  recently  Imried  (to  say  nothing  of  those  we  must 
daily  Avait  for  from  deaths  by  general  disease,  and 
perhaps  others  in  hasty  large  numbers  from  collision 
with  the  enemy)  commence  to  emit  the  mephitic  gas, 
and  the  warm  wind  of  the  south  to  waft  it  over  from 
the  graveyard  to  the  recesses  of  our  tents,  so  sure 
will  it  ever  attack,  not  only  the  exhausted  and 
coarsely-fed  private  soldier,  but  even  the  strong  in 
mind  and  body  of  every  rank  who  may  be  exposed 
to  the  poison.  These  graves  even  now  require  to  be 
freshly  heaped  over  with  earth,  as  the  mounds  are 
fast  sinking  over  the  superficially  buried  corpses. 

Any  assistance  I  can  offer  the  major-general  in 
selecting  sites  for  latrines  and  in  organizing  a  proper 
sanitary  police  and  pioneer  corps,  which  would  ulti- 
mately far  more  than  compesate  for  the  abstraction 
of  the  men  to  compose  it  from  their  regiments,  and 
putting  a  little  more  work  on  others,  shall  at  all 
times  be  rendered. 

I  liave,  &c. 
(Signed)       Frederic  Roberts, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
4th  Division. 


No.  819. 

Assistant  Adjutant- Gene raVs  liepli/. 

Sir,  Camp,  4th  Division,  3rd  February  1855. 

In  re])ly  to  your  letter,  addressed  to  me  this 
day,  I  have  t!ie  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  major- 
general  commanding  conceives  the  remarks  therein 
contained  as  perfectly  just  and  true.  The  measures 
you  adduce  for  the  cleanliness  of  the  camp  are  most 
able  and  efficient,  but  the  major-general  regrets,  from 
the  present  weak  state  of  the  division,  liis  utter 
inability  to  carry  them  out.  In  some  future  day  he 
trusts  they  may  be  carried  into  effect. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Huoii  Smith, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Staff  Surgeon  Roberts, 
4th  Division. 

A  copy  was  also  sent  to  Sir  J.  Hall,  Avho  thanked 
me  for  it,  and  he  again  visited  the  division  upon  the 
subject.  Copy  also  introduced  into  special  report 
called  upon  by  director-general. 


emanations,  or  the  aggravation  of  any  epidemic  that 
may  arise. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Frederic  Roberts, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
4th  Division. 

No  written,  but  a  verbal  answer  of  acquiescence, 
returned  by  assistant  adjutant-general. — F.  R. 


No.  821. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  24th  March  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  call  attention  to  the  de- 
fective state  of  the  latrine  of  the  68th  Light  Infantry. 
In  rear  of  the  ditch  is  a  large  cesspool,  which  should 
be  immediately  drained  or  otherwise  removed,  and 
not  allowed  again  to  accumulate,  and  become  a  source 
of  poisonous  emanations.  Two  medical  officers  at- 
tached to  the  68th  Regiment  have  been  attacked  with 
fever, — one  in  February  and  the  other  in  the  present 
month, — which  may  be  engendered  by  living  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  cesspools.  I  therefore  suggest  the 
propriety  of  lime  being  thickly  thrown  over  the  site 
of  the  pool  when  its  contents  have  been  removed. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Frederic  Roberts, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
Principal  Medical  Officer,  4th  Division. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
4th  Division. 

No  answer  received. — F.  R. 


No.  822. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  7tli  March  1855. 

To  maintain  proper  ventilation  in  the  tents  of 
the  regiments  in  camp,  I  have  the  honour  to  suggest 
to  the  consideration  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  propriety  of  having  the  curtains  of  the  tents, 
when  the  weather  permits,  raised  Inwardly,  the  con- 
tents of  them  removed  to  the  centre  or  outside,  to 
obviate  obstruction  of  fresh  air,  and  the  floors  to  be 
swept  Avith  brooms. 

I  think  this  measure  more  practicable  in  all  wea- 
thers, and  would  be  attended  with  less  labour,  than 
thoroughly  "  striking "  the  tent,  and  if  often  done 
might  greatly  assist  in  keeping  away  the  fever  now 
prevailing. 

I  have,  &c. 
(vSigned)       Frederic  Roberts, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
4th  Division. 

No  answer  received. — F.  R. 

Copied  into  special  report  called  for  by  director- 
general. 


No.  820. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Camp,  4tli  Division, 
Sir,  17th  February  1855. 

On  recent  inspection  of  the  cemetery,  I  find  that 
the  graves  made  during  the  frosty  weather  have 
gaped,  and  the  mounds  sunk  in  many  several  inches, 
since  the  recent  thaws.  Now  that  the  corpses  are 
fast  decomposing  since  the  change  of  Aveather,  I  beg 
to  suggest  that  means  should  lie  immediately  tiiken  to 
have  them  covered  over  Avitli  more  earth,  to  prevent 
a  source  of  development  of  disease  by  their  poisonous 


No.  823. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  28th  March  1855. 

The  emanations  of  poisonous  gases  being  still 
perceptible  from  the  old  graveyard,  and  a  command- 
ing officer  of  a  regiment  having  yesterday  referred 
the  same  to  me,  I  have  the  honour  to  suggest  that,  as 
soon  as  lime  is  procurable,  the  graves  of  the  men 
recently  buried  bo  sprinkled  over  Avitli  it  first. 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  uncA^en  state  the 
regimental  tents  are  tenanted,  ns  Avill  l>c  seen  from 
the  accompanying  return  procured  from  regimental 
surgeons.     Some  better  daily  means  of  ventilation 
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should  be  enacted  in  the  tents  than  at  present  exists. 
I  went  round  yesterday,  Avith  Dr.  Paynter,  the  tents 
of  every  regiment,  and  found  the  curtains  of  the  tents 
in  each  unraised. 

The  tents  are  excessively  close,  even  when  not 
tenanted;  and  some  rigid,  but  as  little  troublesome  as 
possible,  practice  should  be  adopted  to  ventilate  them, 
to  endeavour  to  check  the  fever  that  prevails. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Fkedkkic  Roherts, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
4th  Division. 


Assistant  Adjutant-General's  Reply  to  the  above. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  26th  March  1855. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  major-general  command- 
ing, before  whom  I  laid  your  letter  of  yesterday's 
date,  to  inform  you  that  as  soon  as  lime  can  be  pro- 
cured your  suggestions  shall  be  carried  out.  Orders 
have  this  day  been  issued  to  the  brigadiers,  calling 
their  attention  to  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  men's 
tents. 

As  regards  the  tents  being  crowded,  nothing  can 
be  done  till  a  further  supply  of  huts  arrive  in  camp  ; 
and  the  best  way  of  remedying  this  evil  would  be, 
Dr.  Hall  recommending  more  huts  to  be  brought  up. 
His  recommendation  will  be  attended  to  soonest. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Hugh  vSmitii,  Major, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Dr.  Roberts, 

Principal  Medical  Officer, 
4th  Division. 


No.  824. 

Paragraph  No.  3  of  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Hall,  on 
29th  Msvrch  1855,  on  this  subject,  by  me. 

"  No.  3.  On  the  27th  instant  I  called  the  attention 
of  the  authorities  towards  the  close,  crowded,  and  ill- 
ventilated  state  of  the  tents  in  the  regiments  in  the 
division,  which  has  been  repeated  to  the  brigadiers. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General  says,  in  liis  reply  to 
my  suggestions,  that,  '  as  regards  the  tents  being 
crowded,  nothing  can  be  done  till  a  further  supply  of 
tents  arrive  in  camp  ;  and  the  best  way  of  remedying 
this  evil  would  be.  Dr.  Hall  reconmiending  more 
huts  to  be  brought  up  :  his  recommendation  will  be 
attended  to  soonest.'  " 


No.  825. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Brigadier-General  Airey. 

Before  Scbastopol, 
Sir,  27th  March  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  bring-  to  your  notice  a 
representation  that  has  been  made  to  me  by  Staf!" 
Surgeon  Roberts,  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the 
4t]i  Division. 

On  the  7th  instant  a  recommendation  was  made 
to  the  military  authorities  of  tlie  division,  to  exercise 
better  ventilation  in  the  companies'  tents  ;  liut  I  regret 
to  say  that  I  ha^o  never  seen  it  practised,  although  I 
am  in  camp  daily.  Some  better  means  of  cleanliness 
and  ventilation  should  be  enacted  than  at  present 
exists,  as  the  tents  are  unevenly  tenanted,  according 
to  the  returns  I  have  procured,  some  being  occupied 
by  from  15,  14,  l.'>,  12,  to  3  and  2.  The  average 
thi-oughout  the  division  Avould  be  nine  in  each  font, 
were  they  equally  tenanted. 

The  .Surgeon  of  the  38th  also  remarks  : — "  I  beg 
particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  crowded  state  of 
the  tents  occupied  b}'  the  men  in  camp.  On  an 
average,  there  are  no  less  than  12  or  14  in  each  tent, 
by  far  too  many,  considering  the  want  of  facility  for 


personal  cleanliness.  The  men  generally  are  ex- 
tremely dirty  in  their  persons,  and  are  likely  to  con- 
tinue so,  unless  some  well-regulated  coercive  measures 
be  adopted  to  compel  them  to  pay  attention  to  this  all- 
important  sanitary  measure. 

With  the  fever  prevalent  in  camp,  and  on  the  in- 
crease, crowding  of  the  men  ought  to  be  specially 
guarded  against.  The  walls  of  the  tents  should  be 
raised  daily,  and  the  men's  clothes  exposed  to  the  open 
air,  when  the  Aveather  will  permit  of  it  ;  and  the  tents 
should  he  struck  once  a  week,  to  purify  the  ground 
where  they  stand.  If  measures  of  tliis  kind,  and 
personal  cleanliness,  be  not  enforced  by  authority,  the 
fevers  which  now  prevail  will  in  all  probability 
become  infectious,  and  spread  extensively  through 
the  camp. 

I  have.  &c. 
(Signed)       .J.  Hall, 
Inspector-General  of  Hospitals, 
Brigadier-General  Airey, 
Quartermaster-General, 
Head  Quarters. 

General  Simpson. 

"  There  should  be  a  General  Order  issued  on  this 
subject."  "Commanding  officers  of  regiments  should 
cause  their  men  to  strip,  and  be  inspected  [;word  here 
not  legible'^  twice  a  week,  to  certify  that  their  persons 
are  clean." 

(Signed)       R.  Airey, 

Quartermaster-General. 

When  this  order  was  written  on  Dr.  Hall's  letter, 
health  inspections  had  been  in  practice  since  February, 
by  order  of  Sir  J.  Hall. 


No.  826. 

Major-  General  Sir  J.  Campbell  to  Major-  General 
Estcourt. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  1st  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have 
perused  Dr.  Hall's  letter  to  Major-General  Airey  of 
the  27th  ult.,  in  which  I  observe  an  inaccuracy  as 
to  the  date  of  Dr.  Roberts'  comnmnication  to  me. 
Dr.  Roberts  wrote  to  me,  not  on  the  7th  but  the  27th, 
and  then  recommended  to  have  done  what  had  already 
been  performed  ;  in  fact  it  appears  to  me  that  he  had 
taken  the  hint  as  to  these  sanitary  measures  from 
what  he  had  seen  done  by  the  whole  division  as  soon 
as  ever  the  weather  permitted. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  Campbell, 

Major-General,  Commanding 
Major-General  Estcourt,  4th  Division. 

Adj  utant-G  eneral 
of  the  Army. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  letter  is  contradictory 
to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General's  letter  of  the 
28th  March,  Avherein  he  states  that  "  orders  have  this 
day  been  issued  to  the  brigadiers  calling  attention  to 
the  proper  ventilation  of  the  mens  tents." 


No.  827. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  4tli  Division, 
Sir,  8d  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  yesterday's  date,  with  a  copy  of  your 
letter  of  tiie  27tli  ^March  to  Brigadier-General  Airey, 
and  anotlier  from  ^Slaj or- General  Sir  John  Campbell 
to  Major-General  Estcourt,  wherein  he  states  that  I 
did  not  write  to  him  {i.e.  Deputy  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General),  on  the  7th  March.  I  beg  to  state  again 
that  I  did  do  so,  and  a  copy  of  my  letter  is  in  my 
letter  hook.     I  noted  in  my  weekly  sanitary  report 
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ending  24t]i  March  my  liaving  done  so,  and  the 
crowded  state  of  the  tents.  The  letter  was  even 
copied  for  the  information  of  Dr.  Smith,  in  answer  to 
his  "  queries."  I  wrote  again  to  the  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General of  the  Division  on  the  27th  March,  in 
consequence  of  my  suggestions  of  the  7th  March  not 
ajjpearing  by  practice  to  have  been  attended  to. 

The  language  Sir  J.  Campbell  makes  use  of  to- 
wards me,  I  regret  to  say,  I  do  not  understand.  A 
copy  of  this  letter  shall  be  introduced  into  my  next 
weekly  sanitary  report. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)    Frederic  Roberts. 

StatF  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
J.  Hall,  Esq.,  M.D.  P.M.O.,  4th  Division. 

Insp.-Gen.  Hospitals, 
Crimea. 

It  may  be  well  to  observe  that  during  the  month 
of  March  1855,  when  I  urged  the  subject  of  venti- 
lation of  tents,  41  deaths  occurred  from  fever  in  the 
division,  and  there  were  buried  in  the  graveyard  of 
the  division  446  bodies,  and  those  superficially,  about 
2^  feet  deep,  in  quarter  ending  31st  March. 


No.  828. 

Weekly  Sanitary  Report  of  the  Principal  Medical 
Officer,  4th  Division,  ending  7thA23ril  1855. 

The  division  appears  to  improve  in  health,  there 
remaining  543  cases  of  sickness  to-day,  in  opposition 
to  554  last  Aveek.  There  is  no  increase  in  scurvy, 
although  there  is  slightly  in  fever,  which  continues 
to  maintain  its  irregular  slightly  remittent  character. 
In  order  to  check  this  disease,  which  carries  away  a 
great  number  (five  this  week),  representations — the 
absoluteness  and  spirit  of  which  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  understood,  .from  a  recent  correspondence 
on  the  subject,  entered  in  my  letter  book,  by  the 
divisional  authorities — have  been  made,  and  with  a 
view  more  especially  to  correct  what  I  consider  a 
crowded  and  defective  state  of  ventilation  of  the 
tents  in  camp.  To  purify  a  tent  (which  permits  for 
a  large  number  of  men,  say  10,  but  confined  cubic 
space,)  of  the  poison  (carbon)  exhaled  by  the  lungs 
of  those  ten  men  during  a  night,  and  a  mixture  of 
which  they  re-inhale  in  the  course  of  sleep,  every 
article  should  be  shifted  daily,  and  the  floor  and 
canvass  swept,  to  say  the  very  least,  and,  if  possible, 
purifying  substances  used  as  well.  Out  of  tlie  camps 
of  four  regiments  I  passed  through  on  the  6th  inst., 
according  to  my  notes,  in  that  of  one  only  did  I  see 
an  approach  to  a  proper  mode  of  purification  ;  in  the 
others  the  walls  of  several  tents  were  not  raised,  and 
many  of  their  numerous  contents  remained  in  them, 
and  did  not  appear  to  have  been  moved  that  morning. 
In  one  regiment,  in  which  no  less  than  six  cases  of 
itch  are  reported  in  the  weekly  state  to  have  been 
detected  at  health  inspection,  the  tSurgeon,  at  my 
suggestion,  represented,  on  the  26th  ult.,  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer,  the  very  dirty  state  of  the  tents. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    Frederic  Roberts, 

Stafl^  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
P.M.O.,  4th  Division. 


No.  829. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Ath  Division. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  6th  March  1855. 

One  of  the  chief  elements  required  to  maintain 
life  l)eing  Avater,  and  there  being  a  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing proper  quantities  for  use,  without  taxing  the 
bodily  energies  of  the  troops  by  sending  them  re- 
peatedly to  the  streams  at  certain  distances  from 
the  camp,  and  now  especially,  as  large  tubs  are  pro- 
vided to  the  companies  for  different  purposes,  and  the 
demand  for  water  necessarily  increased,  I  have  the 
honour  to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the  Major- 


General  Commanding,  the  propriety  of  sinking  for 
water  at  different  points  of  the  camp  ;  for  I  have 
accidentally  succeeded  in  making,  in  my  little  camp, 
a  well  which  continues  to  supply  constantly  whole- 
some water. 

I  have  already  reported  the  same  to  the  Inspector- 
General  of  Hospitals,  with  a  view  of  such  measure 
being  made  useful  to  the  army  in  this  field  generally. 
I  was  encouraged  to  do  so  by  the  circumstance  of 
having  had  to  dig  only  four  feet  to  get  water  ;  and  if 
the  same  success  should  attend  experiments  elsewhere 
in  the  camp,  the  labour  will  not  prove  to  have  been 
in  vain. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    Frederic  Roberts, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
Assist.  Adj.  Gen.,  P.M.O.,  4th  Division. 

4th  Division. 

No  answer  received.    Sir  J.  Campbell  passed  my  tent 
one  day,  and  referred  to  this  subject. — F.R. 


No.  830. 

In  my  Weekly  Sanitary  Report,  dated  17th  March 
1855,  is  the  following  paragraph,  viz.  : — 

"  What  would  appear  to  be  the  most  necessary,  is 
the  husbanding  more  time  for  the  men  to  enable 
them  to  pay  more  attention  to  personal  hygiene. 
Fatigue,  after  coming  from  the  trenches,  deprives 
them  of  opportunities  to  attend  to  this  physical 
exigency.  Water  has  to  be  carried,  wood  obtained 
from  certain  distances,  besides  a  variety  of  minor 
camp  duties  observed.  Wells  sliould  have  been  sunk 
in  camp,  where  water  is  to  be  found,  to  economise 
labour  to  be  directed  to  other  wants." 


No.  831. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Ath  Division. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  22d  April  1855. 

REFERRiNf;  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  March  to  you, 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  sinking  wells  in  the  camp 
to  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  water,  I  have  the 
honour  now  to  suggest  that,  as  the  48th  Regiment, 
800  strong,  and  now  in  good  health,  has  encamped  to 
the  right  of  the  46th  Regiment,  the  neighbouring 
spring  of  water  may  be  husbanded  by  tlie  erection  of 
a  tank,  which  would  be  the  means  of  keeping  the 
water  clean.  The  men  of  the  48th  Regiment  are  this 
morning  washing  themselves  in  the  sjjring  and  little 
stream,  where  the  water  is  thickened  with  mud. 

To  preserve  personal  cleanliness  by  ablution,  a 
body  of  800  men  will  require  a  large  quantity  of 
water.  In  fact,  the  approaching  warm  weather,  and 
the  prevalence  of  fever  in  the  camp,  demand  that 
every  facility  should  be  afforded  to  wash  the  body 
thoroughly.  ^ 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    Frederic  Roberts, 

Stafi  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 
Assist.  Adj.  Gen.,  P.M.O.,  4th  Division. 

4th  Division. 

I  find  no  answer  to  the  above  in  my  letter  book. 
Some  time  afterwards, — it  may  have  been  weeks  or 
months, — there  was  sunk  a  well  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 


No.  832. 

In  my  Weekly  Sanitary  Report  of  the  24th  March 
1855  is  the  following,  viz.  : — 

"  As  facilitating  culinary  proceedings  and  ablution, 
to  say  nothing  of  diminution  of  hibour,  it  may  be 
mentioned  tliat  anotlier  well  of  water  has  baen  acci- 
dentally discovered,  and  is  nurtured  by  private 
exertions,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hospital  huts 
of  the  1 7th  regiment." 


INTO  THE  REGULATIONS  AFFECTING  THE  SAiSTlTARY  CONDITION  OF  TFlU  ARMt,  &C 
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No.  833. 

In  my  Weekly  Sanitary  Report  of  the  31st  March 
1855  is  tlie  following  paragraph  : — 

A  well  has  been  sunk  by  the  Surgeon  of  the  20th 
Regiment,  near  the  hospital,  to  facilitate  the  supply 
of  water,  and  obviate  waste  of  labour." 

No  assistance  was  received  from  the  Assistant 
Quartermaster- General  of  the  Division  to  sink  these 
wells. 

To  show  the  necessity  of  want  of  water  for  per- 
sonal cleanliness  in  men  who  were  obliged  to  sleep 
in  their  clothes,  I  inti-oduce  the  following  retui-n,  the 
result  of  a  health  inspection. 


Result  of  Health  Insi)ection  on  the  14th  February 
2855,  made  by  Surgeons  of  Regiments,  by  Order. 


Regimeut. 

No.  of  Men 
Inspected. 

Diseases  '. 
Scurvy. 

Detected. 

Cutaneous 
Eruptions. 

17 

773 

3 

J? 

20 

450 

34 

9 

21 

180 

21 

26 

46 

108 

10 

6 

57 

350 

8 

40 

68 

240 

28 

159 

R.B. 

389 

34 

23 

P.  Battery 

146 

2596 

138 

263 

No.  834. 

In  my  Quarterly  Report  ending  31st  March  1855 
is  the  following  paragraph  : — 

"  The  chief  deficiency  in  camp  is  water.  I 
have  seen  its  scarcity  all  along,  and  view  its  want 
still  more  in  the  distance.  Was  the  body  used  to 
water,  the  skin  would  acquire  a  firmer  tone,  the 
capillary  circulation  become  more  active,  so  that 
blood  would  be  less  likely  to  exude  and  deposit  itself 
under  the  cutis,  in  the  form  of  purpura,  no  less  than 
22  cases  of  which  appeared  in  the  division  during 
the  last  fortnight  only  of  the  quarter,  and  after  the 
men  had  been  supplied  with  tolerable  quantities  of 
fresh  meat,  vegetables,  and  lime  juice  for  weeks  past. 
In  fact,  I  believe  dirt  has  a  close  connection  with 
scurvy, — on  land  at  least." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  men's  persons  were 
covered  with  vermin  in  the  winter  of  1854-5. 
There  being  no  river  near  for  the  men  to  wash  in, 
they  were  indifferent  to  cleanliness.  Besides,  it  re- 
quired a  good  deal  for  all  purposes  for  some  4,000  men. 
In  June  the  strength  was  between  7  and  8,000,  in- 
cluding an  additional  brigade  I  had  to  look  after. 

The  following  are  notes  taken  on  the  spot  at  the 
time  of  visiting  tents  of  regiments,  with  one  or  two 
oflicers  of  the  respective  regiments,  or  Serjeants,  or 
both.  The  names  of  the  officers  and  numbers  of  the 
regiments  are  here  omitted. 

"  22nd  January  (1855).  Visited  by  Major  .  .  . 
permission  some  tents  of  every  company  of  the 
battalion,  and  observed  meat  uncooked  in  several 
tents,  meat  not  steeped,  and  very  little  beef  eaten, 
water  being  difficult  to  be  got,  from  want  of  time  to 
go  for  it,  the  men  say." 

"  24th  January  (1855).   Regiment.  G. 

Company.  Corjjoral  Flyn  says  he  does  not  take 
cooked  meat  into  the  trenches  with  him  more  than 
once  a  fortnight,  because  he  has  no  appetite  for  it, 
but  likes  coffee  and  tea." 

"  L.  C.  Three  days'  rations  in  one  tent  uncooked 
from  want  of  fuel.  No  men  to  get  it,  as  stated  by  one 
man."  "  The  same  in  several  tents,  both  fresh  and 
salt.  Men  do  not  eat  beef  from  want  of  sufficiency 
of  water  to  take  out  the  brine.  Major  


and  another  gentlemen  accompanied  me  through  the 
tents."  M.  Lawrence,  No.  8,  says,  "  could  eat  all  his 
rations  could  they  be  cooked.  Fatigues  interfere 
with  it." 

Another  Regiment.  "  27th  January  (1855).  Private 
Gallaher,  No.  1,  has  not  eaten  salt  meat  for  a  month. 
Has  done  his  duty,  except  for  the  last  eight  days." 

"  No.  5  Company.  Three  days'  rations  uncooked  ; 
meat  not  steeped,  and  the  cook,  Rutherford,  states, 
the  men  do  not  care  for  salt  meat."    "  Lieut-Colonel 

 went  round  the  tents  and  cook-houses 

witli  me,  and  promised  lo  speak  to  ...  .  upon 
the  above  shortcomings."  "  No.  4  Company.  Three 
days  rations  uncooked  for  want  of  want  of  water,  one 
miin  says."  Templin  went  to  the  trenches  yesterday 
without  cooked  meat,  as  there  Avas  none  cooked. 

"  10th  February  (1855).   Visitedwith    .    .    .  . 

com])anies'  tent  of  Regiment,  and  found  them 

clean  and  dry,  and  no  meat  uncooked.  In  one  tent 
only  did  the  men  say  that  '  they  buried  meat  they 
did  not  cook,'  and  told  orderly  officer  to  report  it  to 
the  colonel."  Dr.  Simpson,  the  Surgeon  of  the  I7th 
Regiment,  superintended  the  steeping  of  the  salt  meat 
daily  in  the  regimental  tents,  and  had  the  men 
punished  for  neglecting  to  do  so. 


No.  835. 

In  my  Weekly  Sanitary  Report  of  the  3rd  March 
1855  is  the  following: — "The  absence  of  funda- 
mental organization  of  the  transport  equipage  in 
proportion  to  its  means,  and  of  the  organization  of 
our  means  in  proportion  to  their  limits,  have  been 
sources  of  general  trammel,  and  prevented  contracted 
resources  being  turned  to  the  best  advantage,  both 
for  the  use  of  the  sick  and  Avell." 


No.  836. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  4tli  Division, 
Sir,  3rd  March  1855. 

From  the  total  insufficiency  of  the  men  of  the 
ambulance  corps  here,  the  dispenser  of  medicines  is 
incapable  of  keeping  up  his  supply  of  medicines  in 
his  store.  This  morning  early  two  of  the  ambulance 
men  were  warned  to  prepare  the  cai"  and  two  mules 
to  go  to  Balaklava.  After  several  hours'  delay,  by 
saying  they  were  getting  their  breakfasts,  &c.,  I 
visited  their  tent,  and  inquired  into  the  cause  of  the 
delay,  when  the  only  healthy  man  present  (two  being 
sick,  and  attended  by  Mr.  Creasy,)  said  he  was  no 
"  driver,"  and  did  not  know  how  to  harness  the 
mules,  and  "  knew  nothing  at  all  about  the  car  or 
waggon." 

The  other  man  came  to  my  tent  with  a  circular, 
given  him  yesterday  at  4  p.m.,  to  take  to  the  surgeons 
of  regiments,  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  witnessed  by 
Mr.  Beeching  and  myself. 

The  pack-horse  in  my  camj)  has  l)een  to  Balaklava 
for  medicines  twice  this  week,  and  to  head  quarters 
to  be  shod,  and  to  bring  goods  for  distribution  to  sick, 
as  often.  This  horse  has  been  reported  useless 
[condemned]. 

If  the  dispenser  of  medicines  is  not  supported  in 
means  of  transport  of  medicines  and  comforts  to  the 
division,  his  post  will  become  useless  here.  I  have 
the  honour  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  apply  to 
have  the  present  ambulance  men  removed  from  here, 
and  efficient  men  sent  in  their  place.  There  are  none 
of  them  "  drivers." 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Frederic  Roberts, 
J.  Hall,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st.  Class. 

Inspector  General  of  Hospitals. 

The  result  of  Dr.  Hall's  representation  was,  that 
the  ambulance  institution  was  taken  away  from  the 
division,"  to  be  reorganized." 
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No.  837. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  4th  Division, 
Sir,  24th  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  two  requi- 
sitions made  out  by  the  dispenser  of  medicines  in 
this  division,  agreeably  to  the  form  promulgated  in 
General  Orders  of  the  14th  April,  which  have  been 
returned  unexecuted,  and  with  gratuitous  and  irrele- 
vant remarks  written  on  them.  If  the  Assistant 
Quartermaster-General  is  to  judge  of  what  I  want  in 
the  store  for  the  use  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  I  think 
we  shall  soon  descend  into  a  state  of  confusion. 

You  Avill  observe.  Sir,  that  there  is  no  mention 
whatever  made  in  the  requisitions  about  horses  or 
mules.  The  requisition  is  simply  made  out  for  the 
conveyance  of  certain  things  up  to  the  division  ;  by 
what  means  one  would  suppose  the  Land  Transport 
Department  would  be  able  to  judge.  Non-compliance 
with  these  requisitions  will  involve  insufficiency  of 
supplies  in  the  division,  for  which  I  am  not  responsible, 
after  having  made  the  requisitions,  which  are  strictly 
formal,  as  you  will  see  by  referring  to  the  General 
Order  of  the  14th  April. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Frederic  Roberts, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

J.  Hall,  Esq.,  M.D., 

Inspector-General  of  Hospitals. 

Dr.  Hall  represented  this  to  the  proper  authorities. 
There  was  a  delay  of  several  days,  of  course,  in 
bringing  up  supplies. 


No.  838. 

In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Hall,  dated  26th  April  1855,  is 
the  following  : — 

"  Mr.  Beeching  says  there  is  neither  wine,  milk, 
potatoes,  sugar,  nor  castor  oil  in  the  divisional  store, 
all  having  been  lately  issued  out  of  a  good  stock." 
"  Says  that  he  went  tAvice  to  Balaklava,  which  were 
his  usual  periods  of  going,  last  week,  and  he  has  been 
there  three  times  this  week  ;  and,  had  he  had  the 
means  of  transport  for  his  stores,  he  says  he  would 
not  have  been  required  to  have  gone  more  than  once." 
"  This  obstruction  in  transport  has  materially  inter- 
fered with  the  effectiveness  of  his  general  duties,  with 
supplying  the  divisional  store,  and  especially  the  48th 
Regiment  [newly  arrived],  and  added  considerable 
trouble  and  anxiety  to  myself." 

The  duties  of  the  soldiers  in  the  winter  of  1854-5 
were  unavoidably  hard,  and  no  suggestion  could  with 
propriety  be  made,  from  the  weak  numerical  strength 
of  the  army.  However,  in  my  Weekly  Sanitary 
Report  of  the  5th  May  1855,  when  the  division  had 
reached  a  strength  of  4,803,  I  made  the  following 
remarks  : — 

"  It  would  appear  from  a  return  I  called  for  from 
regimental  surgeons,  who  procured  their  information 
from  their  respective  orderly  rooms,  that  for  the  last 
14  days,  ending  4th  May,  on  the  average  each  man 
has  been  six  nights  out  of  bed,  an  amount  of  watch- 
ing far  out  of  proportion  to  what  the  men  of  the 
Naval  Brigade  are  exposed  to.  Thei/  have  two  con- 
secutive nights  in  bed,  and  12,  in  place  of  24,  hours 
in  the  trenches,  either  day  or  night.  On  the  3d  of 
this  month  the  brigade  had  20  sick  out  of  1,300  men. 
Nearly  one-half  of  the  disease  the  division  suffers 
from  at  present  is  fever,  Avhich,  of  course,  attacks 
more  frequently  the  man  most  prepared  by  bodily 
exhaustion,  and  consequent  mental  depression.  There- 


fore it  is  presumable  that  if  the  present  amount  of 
duties  of  the  soldier  in  the  trenches  is  to  be  continued 
as  the  standard,  fever  will  continue,  and  with  it 
mortality." 


Such  are  only  a  few  extracts  out  of  my  reports 
Avhen  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  a  division  in  the 
Crimea.  I  have  confined  the  extracts  to  the  few 
months  of  difficulties  I  Avas  in  charge,  and  have  not 
included  the  Avhole  period  to  December  1855.  The 
reader  of  these  pages  Avill  see  that  there  Avas  no 
sanitary  discipline  observed  in  our  army  in  the 
Crimea  at  the  time  referred  to  ;  nor  had  the  duties 
of  departments  suffered  a  reduction  into  anything 
approaching  to  science.  The  sanitary  administration 
of  hospitals  as  Avell  as  camps  might,  of  course,  have 
been  better  Avith  another  organization,  Avhich  I  very 
respectfully  offer  for  consideration.  I  mean  by  a 
"  Council  of  Health"  to  assist  the  Inspector-General, 
A  body  of  men  have  more  Aveight  than  one  individual, 
and  are  capable  of  taking  more  extensive  cognizance 
of  matters.  It  AA^as  not  so  much  the  Avant  of  means 
Ave  suffered  from  as  the  want  of  arrangement.  Every 
regimental  surgeon  had  to  work  on  his  OAvn  account, 
from  building  huts  to  curing  frost  bites.  Some  men 
did  more  than  others,  and  got  more.  Some  divisions 
more,  according  to  means  of  transport,  &c.  "  A 
Council  of  Health  "  could  have  administered  uniformly 
the  medical  and  surgical  Avants,  the  purveyor's  sup- 
plies, commissariat  and  military  affiiirs,  ambulance, 
engineers'  concerns,  and  medical  and  surgical  science, 
which  no  one  man  could  do  properly  by  acting  inde- 
pendently. Individual  correspondence  from  indivi- 
duals of  all  ranks  to  individuals  of  every  department 
would  have  been  curtailed,  if  not  have  become  alto- 
gether unnecessary,  by  a  Council  of  Health  under- 
taking all  administration,  and  leaving  the  surgeon  to 
the  practical  duties  of  his  profession.  The  Council 
could  have  called  for  certain  reports  every  morning 
from  each  inspector  of  a  division,  and  administer 
accordingly.  The  Council  should  consist  of  so  many 
medical  members,  Avho  should  have  had  the  power  to 
communicate  with  one  particular  engineer  officer  re- 
specting building  huts,  making  drains,  &c.,  &c.,  with 
one  particular  officer  of  Transport  Department  re- 
specting conA'eyance  of  supplies,  Avitli  one  particular 
military  officer  respecting  sanitary  discipline  of  the 
army,  &c.,  &c.,  and  so  on  with  other  departments. 
In  the  armies  of  several  countries  that  I  have  visited 
lately — Prussian,  Austrian,  Bavarian,  &c. — there  are 
established,  for  sanitary  purposes,  in  each  garrison, 
commissions,  consisting  of  three  co-ordinate  members 
(who  meet  every  three  months)  ;  one  medical,  for 
professional  purposes  ;  one  economic,  for  supplies  for 
the  household  ;  and  one  military,  for  discipline  of 
medical  staff  corps  and  patients,  Avhich  AAwks  well 
with  their  system. 

With  the  Council,  Avitli  functions  I  have  here 
hinted  at  we  could  have  a  bird's-eye  vieAV,  we  may 
say,  of  every  hospital,  at  any  place,  at  any  time,  and 
knoAV  its  requirements,  personal  as  well  as  material, 
with  accuracy.  In  fact,  such  an  institution  is  consi- 
dered by  some  of  the  first  medico-military  authorities 
I  am  acquainted  with  on  the  continent  as  highly 
essential  for  scientific  purposes  at  head-quarters  Avith 
the  Director-General,  even  in  time  of  peace. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Frederic  Roberts, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class,  H.  P., 
Principal  Medical  Officer, 
4th  Division,  from  February 
to  December  1855. 

Brussels,  July  1857. 
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Letters  of  Dr.  Taylor,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class,  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the 

Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  839. 

D.  S.  E.  Bain,  Staff  Surgeon,  2nd  Class,  to 
Dr.  Taylor. 

Kijjlit  Winsr,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
SiK,  27tli  Angnst  18.55. 

I  IIAVK  the  lienor  to  brinji'  under  your  notice, 
the  great  dchiy  wliicli  lias  occurred  in  tlie  pitching  of 
three  hospital  marciuces  belonging  to  this  wing.  The 
reason  assigned  for  this  delay  is,  I  understand,  the 
-want  of  tent  pegs,  liequisition  for  a  quantity  of 
these  liave  been  sent  in  (more  than  once)  without 
being  complied  Avith.  I  have,  therefore,  to  retpiest 
you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  an 
inmiediate  supply  of  tent  pegs,  as  the  present  accom- 
modation for  the  sick  is  very  limited  and  imperfect. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  8.  E.  Baix, 
Staff  Surgeon,  2nd  CUass. 

Dr.  Taylor, 

Stalf  Surgeon. 


No.  840. 

G.  Taylor,  31. D.,  to  Officer  ronmiandiiig  Land 
Transport  Corps. 

Camp,  Land  Transport, 
S,K,  27th  August  18.3.5. 

In  forwarding  the  accompanying  letter  from 
the  officer  in  medical  charge  of  the  right  wing,  I 
have  the  honour  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  take 
innnediate  steps  so  as  to  afford  the  sick  the  advantage 
of  marquee  accommodation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Cr.  Taylok,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

The  Officer  connnand- 
ing  Land  Transport  Corps. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  841. 

W.  H.  Hauley  to  Dr.  Taylor. 

Head  Quarters,  Right  Wing, 
SiK,  27th  August  18.).3. 

l.v  reply  to  your  letter  just  received,  also 
enclosing  one  from  the  IMedical  Officer  in  charge  of 
right  wing.  Major  Evans  desires  me  to  say  tliat  your 
request  to  have  more  marquee  accommodation  will 
receive  immediate  attention. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  II.  Hauley, 
Captain  attached  to 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

To  Dr.  Taylor, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 


No.  842. 

G.  Taylor,  M.D.,  to  Officer  commanding  Left  Wing, 
lAind  Transport  Corps. 

Hospital,  Left  Wing, 
Land  Transport  Corps, 
SiHj  ;50th  August  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  five  l)ottlos 
and  three  gills  port  Avine  were  stolen  from  the 
Serjeant's  lent  since  last  night,  although  under 
cliarge  of  the  sentry. 


One  of  the  hospital  guard  (G.  Clark,  Light  Divi- 
sion) appears  to  me  now  drunk. 

The  guard  tells  me  that  they  are  kept  often  four 
hours  on  sentry  at  one  time,  and  that  they  are 
neither  posted  nor  relieved  under  a  non-commissioned 
officer. 

I  liave,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
Officer  commanding  Left  Wing, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  843. 

G.  Taylor,  M.D.,  to  Officer  commanding  Land 
Transport  Corps. 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
Sii;,  8th  October  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  recommend  that  imme- 
diate advantage  be  taken  of  the  present  fine  weather 
for  prei)aring  the  sites,  making  roads,  building  cook- 
houses and  latrines,  &C.  for  the  Avinter  hospitals  of 
the  right  and  left  Avings. 

I  shall  lie  hai)py  at  any  time  to  point  out  the  sites 
I  consider  most  eligible  for  your  approval;  and  so 
soon  as  I  receive  information  required  from  the 
orderly  room  this  day  I  shall  be  able  to  send  you 
an  estimate  of  the  hutting  necessary  for  hospital 
accommodation. 

I  liaA  C,  &c. 
(Signed)       (i.  Taylok,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

The  Officer  commanding 
Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  844. 

(Reply.) 

Sites  for  hospital  fixed. 

(Signed)       W.  E.  Ev.vxs, 

15th  October  1855. 


Extract    from    Land    Transport   Corps  General 
Orders,  Iblh  October  1855. 

"  Officers  commanding  Avings  Avill  haA"e  the 
goodness  to  ]dace  themselves  in  innnediate  comnmni- 
cation  Avith  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Avith  a  view 
to  ])re]iaring  sites  for  the  hospital  huts  uoav  daily 
expected.  The  Principal  Medical  Officer  Avill  point 
out  the  localities." 

(Signed)       W.  E.  Ea'Axs, 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The  following  letters  and  memoranda  Avill  shoAV 
hoAv  the  above  I'ecommendations  Avere  carried  out. 
None  of  the  sick  Avere  in  huts*  till  tlie  middle  of 
January  1856. 

G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Stafi'  Surgeon. 


*  Unless  the  teniporary  r.cciipation  of  tlie  Glo'ster  Huts  in 
tl!e  right  wing  may  be  considered  as  tuch  when  the  hospital 
marquees  Avere  bloAvn  doATu. — G.T. 

A  a 
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No.  845. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  the  Officer  commanding  Land 
Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
21st  October  1855. 
Recommended  that  instructions  be  given  to  officers 
commanding  detachments.  Land  Transport  Corps,  to 
get  cook  houses  and  latrines  built  and  roads  made 
without  delay,  for  the  hospital  huts  daily  expected. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

StalF  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

The  Officer  commanding 
Land  Transport  Corps. 


(Reply.) 

23rd  October  1855. 
See  Land  Transport  Corps  General  Orders  of  this 
day. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  E.  P>ans, 

A.  D.  G. 


No.  847. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  the  Officer  commanding  Land 
Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
7th  November  1855. 
The  stones  for  the  hospital  kitchen,  left  wing,  ought 
to  be  collected  during  this  fine  weather,  and  also  the 
kitchen  put  under  way. 

A.  Light  Division.   No  site  for  hospital  hut  cleared 

out. 

L.  1st  Division.    Not  a  stone  collected  for  kitchen, 

or  site  for  hospital  hut  prepared. 
D.  2nd  Division.    Same  as  1st  Division. 

B.  3rd     do.  Kitchen  almost  ready, 
F.  Kitchen.    Kitchen  almost  ready  for  use. 
H.  Head  of  rail  do. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

The  Officer  commanding 
Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  846. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  the  Officer  commanding  Land 
Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
1st  November  1855. 
As  the  Land  Transport  Corps  is  now  perhaps 
the  hai-dest  worked  branch  of  the  service,  and  from 
the  nature  of  their  duties  exposed  to  all  kinds  of 
weather,  it  is  respectfully  recommended  : — 

1.  That  every  man  may  be  completed  with  a  coatee, 
two  flannels,  two  pair  of  drawers,  three  pair  of  socks, 
and  waterproof  clothing. 

2.  That  the  hair  may  be  kept  sufficiently  short. 
Personal  cleanliness,  so  essential  to  health,  appears 
much  neglected. 

3.  That  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  to  ensure  a 
clean  shirt,  flannel,  and  two  j^airs  of  socks  weekly. 

4.  That  the  greatest  attention  and  care  be  paid,  not 
only  that  the  men  have  a  good  substantial  breakfast 
provided,  but  also  that  sufficient  time  be  given  them 
to  partake  of  it  before  leaving  the  camp  every 
morning. 

5.  That  the  rations'  rum  may  not  be  issued  in  the 
morning,  but  at  or  immediately  after  dinner,  when 
one-half  the  allowance  ought  to  be  taken,  and  the 
remainder  at  bed-time. 

6.  That  as  the  majority  of  the  latrines  are  defective 
in  construction,  and  very  badly  kept,  the  necessary 
steps  may  be  taken,  not  only  to  render  such  places  in 
every  division  more  comfortable  and  attractive  for  the 
winter,  but  also  to  enforce  their  use. 

7.  That  as  the  tent  pitching  is  generally  very 
faulty,  a  model  tent  be  erected  in  each  division,  and 
that  the  others  be  in  strict  conformity  thereto. 

As,  however,  the  best  pitched  tent  is  but  very  indif- 
ferent shelter  in  the  winter  months,  it  is  hoped  that 
huts  may  be  procured  ;  and  I  beg  most  respectfully  to 
submit  that,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  preamble 
to  these  recommendations,  the  Land  Transport  Corps 
ought  to  be  the  first  hutted. 

As  present  appearances,  however,  do  not  warrant 
the  supposition  that  this  is  the  general  opinion,  I  beg 
to  suggest  that  the  Laud  Transport  Corps,  in  the  mean- 
time, may  be  supplied  with  double  tents,  which  could 
readily  be  supplied  by  the  more  fortunate  regiments. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

The  Officer  commanding 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

These  recommendations  were  very  indifferently 
complied  with.  G.  T, 


No.  848. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  the  Assistant  Director-  General, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
16th  November  1855. 
I  THINK  there  must  be  some  mistake  about  salt 
meat  being  issued  to  the  men  at  head  quarters.  Land 
Transport  Corps,  yesterday,  as  Deputy  Assistant 
Commissary-General  Woodley,  who  supplies  the 
Transport  Corps,  told  me  yesterday  that  he  had  com- 
menced two  days  ago  to  issue  fresh  meat  to  the  corps 
daily  for  a  short  time. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance  to  the  health  of  the 
corps,  that  they  get  fresh  meat  as  often  as  circum- 
stances will  permit. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
The  Assistant  Director-General, 

Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  849. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  the  Assistant  Director-  General, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
25th  November  1855. 

L  Division,  Land  Transport  Corps,  1st  Division  of 
Army. 

1.  The  Glo'ster  hut,  appropriated  for  the  hospital, 
lies  in  the  artificers'  yard  at  regimental  head 
quarters. 

2.  No  site  for  the  hospital  hut  cleared  out. 

3.  Not  a  stone  collected  for  connecting  the  hospital 
hut  with  cook-honse,  latrine,  and  men's  huts.  Stones 
are  scarce,  and  their  collection  will  be  double  the 
labour  in  wet  weather. 

A  Division  in  front. 

1.  Hut  is  on  the  ground,  but  the  sill  not  only  not 
cleared,  but  covered  over  with  a  large  quantity  of 
old  timber.  It  is  most  earnestly  recommended  that 
effective  measures  be  immediately  adopted  to  clothe 
the  natives  suitably  for  the  winter. 

In  their  present  state  the  majority  will  be  useless 
for  the  public  service,  and  no  hospital  accommodation 
at  our  command  would  meet  the  requirements  which 
may  be  reasonably  anticipated. 
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On  questioning  the  men  of  the  corps  lately  from 
Bristol,  they  say  that  there  are  no  weekly  medical 
inspections,  that  there  are  no  medical  inspections 
before  embarkation,  and  that  many  men  are  embarked 
with  venereal  affections. 

Certainly  a  large  proportion  of  them  require  treat- 
ment for  such  affections  on  their  arrival  here. 

It  is  most  respectfully  recomm<^nded  that  officers 
commanding  divisions  be  called  uj)on  to  report  when 
their  men  are  completed  with  warm  under  clothing, 
according  to  late  orders. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylok,  M.D. 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
The  Assistant  Director-General, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  850. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  the  Assistant  Director-  General, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
2oth  November  1855. 
L  2d  Class  Staff  Surgeon  Black  will  be  pleased 
to  get  from  the  officer  connnanding  the  left  wing 
Land  Transport  Corps  the  greatest  number  of  men 
(English)  in  any  one  bell  tent,  also  the  average  num- 
ber in  each  bell  tent. 

2.  There  is  reason  to  think  that  the  porter  issued 
to  the  men  is  not  of  sound  quality. 

Should  the  quality  of  this  beverage  be  in  any 
degree  calculated  to  injure  the  health  of  the  corps,  he 
is  requested  to  report  his  opinion  immediately  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  wing. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylok,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

A  copy  of  the  same  sent  to  the  right  wing. 
The  issue  of  the  porter  was  stopped. — G.  T. 


No.  851. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  the  Assistant  Director-  Ge?ieral, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
28th  November  1855. 
As  some  of  the  Ijell  tents  are  over-crowded,  and 
as  fever  in  the  wings  is  on  the  Increase,  a  more  equal 
distribution  of  men  is  recommended. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Tayi.ou,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
The  Assistant  Director-General, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

Complied  with. — G.  T. 


No.  852. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  the  Assistant  Director- General, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
SiK,  Crimea,  1st  Dec.  1855. 

In  reporting  the  downfall  of  five  hospital  mar- 
quees in  right  wing,  and  three  in  the  left,  by  the  gale 
of  this  moi'uing,  I  iiave  the  honour  to  represent,  in 
the  strongest  manner,  the  necessity  of  huts  l)eing 
furnished  without  delay,  not  only  for  the  hospitals 
but  also  for  the  corps  generally,  before-another  hut  is 
given  to  the  rest  of  the  army. 

New  sites  for  huts,  roads,  kitchens,  and  latrines  for 
winter  were  recommended  to  be  prepared  on  8th  Oc- 
tober, and  an  estimate  for  hutting,  &c.,  according  to 
orders,  was  forwarded  to  the  Quartermaster-CJeneral. 
None  have  been  received. 


I  may  also  state,  as  a  further  reason,  that  the  sick, 
on  account  of  want  of  transport  to  Scutari,  and  an 
increase  of  sickness  in  the  corps,  chiefly  fever  of  a 
low  typhoid  type,  now  amount  in  one  wing  to  155, 
and  in  the  other  to  103.  It  is  evident,  that  such  an 
amount  of  sickness,  far  exceeding  any  other  corps  in 
the  Crimea,  cannot  be  so  successfully  treated  as  in 
huts. 

If  there  is  any  lack  of  hospital  huts,  there  appears 
to  be  plenty  of  the  new  double  huts  for  the  men, 
which  would  be  quite  serviceable  and  very  acceptable. 
The  sites  prepared  are  60  X  20  feet. 

In  my  memorandum  of  1st  Noveml)er  I  strongly 
recommended  that,  for  reasons  then  given,  the  men  of 
the  transport  corps  should  be  first  hutted,  and  to 
those  I  can  now  add,  as  was  then  anticipated,  a  pro- 
gressive increase  of  sickness. 

If  the  spirit  of  the  above  recommendations  of  the 
1st  November  are  fairly  carried  out,  then  it  is  evident 
that  more  is  required  to  stay  the  amount  of  sickness  ; 
and  the  only  other  recommendation  I  can  suggest,  but 
on  which  I  place  great  faith,  is,  that  the  corps  may 
not  be  so  incessantly  worked. 

I  may  here  remark,  that  the  sickness  of  the  bri- 
gades of  the  Land  Transport  Corps  attached  to  di- 
visions of  the  army  is  only  jiroportionate  to  that  of 
other  corps. 

In  forwarding  these  recommendations,  I  take  the 
opportunity  of  acknowledging  your  ready  co-operation 
on  all  occasions  in  every  suggestion  for  the  comfort 
of  the  sick.  , 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
The  Assistant  Director-General, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  853. 

Dr.    Taylor  to  the  Assistant  Director- General, 
T^and  Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum). 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
1st  December  1855. 
The  notice  of  the  Assistant  Director-General  is 
once  more,  and  for  the  last  time,  requested  to  the  very 
slow  and  unsatisfactory  progress  of  the  hospital  sites, 
roads,  cooking-houses,  and  latrines  in  the  two  wings  in 
the  brigade  of  L  attached  to  1  st  division  of  the  army, 
and  in  brigade  of  A,  light  division.  Even  when  the 
huts  and  other  buildings  are  complete,  the  ground  will 
be  a  quagmire  in  such  thoroughfiires,  without  paved 
or  gravelled  crossings,  and  there  is  no  attempt,  or 
stone  collected,  for  such  purpose,  unless  a  beginning 
in  the  left  wing,  where,  however,  the  cook-house  is 
extremely  backward  and  station aiy. 

As  the  majority  of  the  Glo'ster  huts,  lately  erected, 
are  too  much  dug  out  in  the  foundation,  and  apt  to 
lodge  water,  the  two  erected  in  left  brigade  of  B, 
3rd  division  of  the  army,  are  worthy  of  inspection,  as 
models  for  the  corps. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
The  Assistant  Director-General, 
Land  Transport  Coi  ps. 


No.  854. 
(Eeply.) 

December  1st  1855. 
Thk    very    serious    attention    of  commanding 
officers  of  wings  iias  been  drawn  to  the  subject. 

(Signed)       W.  E." Evans. 
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No.  855. 

Dr.  raylor  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Cordis, 
Sir,  2d  I3ecember  1855. 

I  HAVE  tlie  honour  to  inform  you  of  the  downfall 
of  five  hospital  marquees  in  the  right  wing,  and  three 
in  tlie  left,  by  tlie  gale  of  yesterday  morning. 

The  precautionary  measure  of  having  six  Gloucester 
huts  erected  adjacent  to  the  right  wing  hospital  has 
turned  out  most  useful,  yet  no  precaution  can  make 
np  for  the  want  of  hospital  huts       .       .       .  . 

on  the  sites  proposed  for  them  at 
great  labour  and  expense. 

I  have  again  in  the  strongest  manner  represented 
the  necessity  of  huts  being  furnished,  not  only  to  the 
hospital,  but  also  to  the  corps  generally,  before  another 
hut  is  given  out  to  the  rest  of  the  army. 

I  consider  that  the  amount  of  sick  from  the  want 
of  transport  to  Scutari,  and  the  increase  of  sickness 
in  the  corps,  chiefly  of  fever,  im])era.tively  demand 
huts,  when  there  are  so  many  issued  to  men  much  less 
exposed  and  less  worked  than  this  corps. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Inspector-General  of  Hospitals, 
Head  Quarters. 

No.  856. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Dr.  Taylor. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp  Crimea, 
Sir,  Sunday  Night,  2d  December  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  j^ou  that  I  Avill  see  the 
chief  of  the  staff  in  the  morning  aljout  your  huts.  I 
shall  be  down  about  one  o'clock,  to  look  at  the  wag- 
gons I  am  ordered  to  report  on,  and  I  will  take  that 
opportunity  of  looking  at  your  hospitals. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Inspector-General  of  Hospitals. 


No.  857. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
Sir,  4th  December  1855. 

In  acknowledging  your  letter  of  2d  December, 
received  only  yesterday  evening  at  six  o'clock,  I  have 
the  honour  to  inform  you  that  10  large  sized  double 
huts  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Director- 
General  of  Land  Transport  Corps  last  night.  They 
will  be  erected  and  used  as  hospitals  for  the  two 
wings  without  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 
Dr.  Hall.  Stafl' Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Inspector  General  of  Hospitals, 
Head  Quarters. 


No.  858. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  tlie  Assistant  Director-  General, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

( Memor  an  dum . ) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
3d  December  1855. 
Referring  to  the  memorandum  of  1st  December, 
attention  is  again  requested  to  the  very  faulty  erection 
of  the  Glo'ster  huts.  The  foundation  ought  to  be 
rather  raised  above  the  surrounding  level,  and  filled 
in  with  broken  stones  ;  whereas  at  present  the  usual 
way  is  to  dig  out  the  foundation,  and  to  erect  the  hut 
on  a  lower  level.  A  little  care  in  this  matter  will 
materially  improve  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  men. 


As  already  stated  in  the  memorandum  above  re- 
ferred to,  the  huts  in  left  brigade  of  B  are  worthy  of 
inspection  as  models  for  the  corps. 

I  have,  he. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 
The  Assistant  Director- General, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  859. 
(Reply.) 

6th  December  1855. 
Dr.  Taylor.    Memorandum  has  been  circulated. 

(Signed)       W.  E.  Evans. 


Dr.  Taylor  to  Officer  commanding  Land  Transport 
Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
29th  January  1856. 
The  hospital  of  Land  Transport  C'orps,  1st  Di- 
vision, continues  in  an  extremely  unsatisfactory  state. 
The  kitchen  Avails  not  ready  for  the  roof.  All  cook- 
ing is  done  in  the  open  air  or  in  the  hospital.  Latrine 
in  an  unfinished  state. 

Joints  on  the  roof  of  hut  not  felted,  for  want  of 
proper  nails,  but  covered  temporarily  with  sheep 
skins.  I  recommend  a  partition  in  the  Glo'ster 
hut  so  as  to  form  a  store  ;  also  the  centre  of  the  floor 
to  be  boarded,  as  well  as  boards  for  the  floors  of  the 
marquees. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D. 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Officer  conmianding 
Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  860. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Officer  commanding  Land  Transport 
Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
19th  February  1856. 
In  visiting  the  different  huts  of  the  corps,  it  is 
a  common  thing  to  see  clothes  from  the  wash  hung 
up  to  dry  in  them.  This  is  very  detrimental  to 
liealth,  and  ought  on  no  account  to  be  permitted, 
especially  at  night. 

It  is  also  a  common  practice  to  fold  up  the 
blankets,  clothing,  &c.  during  the  day,  and  cover 
them  all  over  with  waterjjroofs,  whereby  all  the 
noxious  exhalations  from  the  body  are  retained. 

The  Avaterproof  is  recommended  to  be  folded,  and 
placed  on  the  floor  and  under  the  folded  blankets. 

Ventilation  of  the  huts  is  extremely  ill  attended  to, 
and  in  some  huts  light  is  also  obscured  by  hanging 
up  packs,  boots,  &c.  over  the  AvindoAvs. 

The  necessity  of  some  uniform  system  of  Avashing 
the  men's  shirts,  flannels,  draAvers,  and  socks  is 
urgently  demanded.  In  some  divisions  and  battalions 
the  Avashing  is  Avell  arranged;  but  this  is  not  the  case 
in  all. 

The  medical  officers  complain  th.at  almost  every 
man  admitted  into  hospital  requires  to  have  his  hair 
cut.  This  entails  Avork  on  the  orderlies  Avhich  ought 
to  be  done  in  camp,  and  Avhat  is  Avorse  the  blankets 
get  soiled  and  often  covered  with  vermin. 

I  Avould  strongly  recommend  a  medical  inspection 
every  Sunday,  either  at  9  a.m.  or  after  dinner,  if  it 
is  not  practicable  on  a  Aveek-day. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.I)., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1  st  Class. 

Officer  commanding 
Land  Transport  Corps. 


INTO  THE  REGULATIONS  AFFECTING  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THS  ARMY,  fcc. 


No.  861. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Dr.  Hall 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
Sir,  9th  Marcli  1856. 

As  there  is  a  large  amount  of  sickness  in  tlic 
corps,  and  of  a  nature  reciuii'ing  nourishment,  carefully 
prepared,  and  administered  with  discretion,  as  -well  as 
great  attention  to  j)ersonal  cleanliness  and  comfort  of 
the  sick,  and  as  these  ends  are  not  ol)tained  hy  the 
class  of  hospital  ordei'lies  sent  from  the  corps. 

I  have  the  honour  to  I'equest  you  will  l)e  pleased  to 
recommend  six  Jiurses  to  he  supplied  for  the  General 
Detachment  Hospital  and  six  for  the  General  Reserve 
Hospital. 

I  may  here  say  that  could  a  l)ook  competent  to 
prepare  extras  he  also  supplied  I'or  each  of  these 
hospitals  it  would  he  another  important  step  in  the 
same  direction. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff' Surgeon,  1st  Chiss. 

Sir  John  Hall,  K.C.B., 

Jnspeclor-Cieneral  of  Hosjjitals. 


No.  862. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Dr.  Doherty. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
loth  March  1856. 
You  will  be  [)leased  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
with  the  otticers  connnanding  hattalions  and  detach- 
ments so  that  a  medical  inspection  of  all  the  men  otf 
duty  nniy  he  made  to-morrow.  Should  an  inspection 
from  any  cause  not  he  practicable,  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  report  so  on  Mondiiy. 

Send  me  also,  on  Monday,  a  memorandum  from 
each  medical  officer  making  such  inspection,  tlie 
number  of  men  insi)ected,  the  nund)er  witiiout  flan- 
nels or  drawers,  and  the  general  state  of  the  under- 
clothing as  to  cleanliness  ;  also  the  general  state  of 
their  hair  in  regard  to  length. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor, 
Dr.  Doherty,  Staff  Surgeon, 

General  Detachment  Hospital, 
Land  Transport  Corps. 

P.S. — Advantage  should  be  taken  of  such  visits  to 
the  camp  to  inspect  the  latrines,  huts,  tents,  kitchens, 
&c.,  and  to  report  any  thing  affecting  prejudicially  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  men. 

I  have,  he. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor, 

Staff  Surgeon. 


No.  863. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Assistant  Director- Coieral,  Land 
Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 
Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
25th  March  1856. 
I  HAVE  just  read  Captain  M<^Niers  exphvnation 
of  the  delay  in  sending  an  hospital  orderly  to  the 
Detachment    Hospital,  Land   Transport    Corps,  in 
cavalry  camp,  and  I  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  by 
no  means  satisfactory.    An  orderly  to  attend  on  the 
sick  is  required,  in  the  usual  Avay,  on  Friday,  and  not 
sent  till  Sunday. 

This  is  no  unusual  case,  however  ;  but  the  medical 
officers  in  charge  of  hospitals  of  Land  Transi)ort  Cor|)s 
are  entitled  to  more  ri-ady  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
their  respective  connnanding  officers.  v 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Stafl'vSurgeon,  1st  Class. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Evans, 

Assistant  Director-General, 

Land  Transport  Corps. 


18'J 
No.  864. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Assistant  Director-  General,  Land 
Transport  Corps. 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
Sir,  28th  March  1856. 

I  iiayk  tlie  honour  to  request  your  notice  to  the 
acconipanying  letter  from  the  medical  officer  in 
(diarge  of  the  General  Reserve  Hospital  of  the  corps, 
and  to  state  that  I  can  do  nioi-e  tiian  confirm  his 
descri])tion  of  the  number  of  dead  animals  unburied 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp. 

Numerous  as  the  dead  animals  are  in  the  valley 
referred  to,  I  tliink  that  the  ditch  below  the  stationary 
engine,  towards  the  Avatering  place,  will  Ijear  com- 
parison with  it  in  this  respect. 

Nor  is  there  less  death  and  disease  to  be  dreaded 
from  many  of  the  carcases  already  so  superficially 
buried.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  more 
danger  from  such  masses  of  jjutridity  exhaling  a 
jiestiferous  air  througli  the  thin  layer  of  earth  than 
if  the  carcase  was  allowed  to  remain  on  the  surface 
entirely,  because  in  the  former  case  the  moisture 
essential  to  the  process  of  decomposition  is  thereby 
retained  about  it. 

1  feel  confident  I  need  not  say  one  word  as  to  the 
necessity  of  more  eifiictive  measures  being  taken  to 
oln  iate  so  dangerous  a  nuisance,  and  shall  only  re- 
quest they  nniy  be  adopted  without  further  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Evans, 

Assistant  Director-General, 

Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  865. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Hall  to  me  on  14th 
April  1856  :— - 

"  I  think  it  Avould  be  advisable  to  draw  some  peat 
charcoal,  and  strew  it  over  the  graves  of  the  dead 
horses  in  the  valley  between  your  liospitals,  as  the 
smell  Avhen  I  passed  it  to-day  was  very  offensive." 

This  extract  of  14th  April  shows  how  the  recom- 
mendations in  my  letter  of  28th  Marcli  Avere  carried 
out,  as  both  refer  to  the  same  locality.  G.  T. 


No.  866. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Assistant  Director-  General,  luind 
Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  8th  April  1856. 
It  is  stronglj'  recommended  that  the  salt  meat 
for  the  cor])s  may  be  issued  on  the  day  previous  to 
that  on  Avhich  it  is  used,  so  that  it  may  be  Avell  soaked 
durin"-  the  night. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    G.  Taylor,  M.D., 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Lieut. -Col.  Evans, 
Assistant  Director-General, 

Land  Transport  Corps. 


No.  867. 

(Reply.) 

8th  April  1856. 
A  AiKAioRAXDi  Ar  lias  been  issued  accordingly. 

I  have,  he. 
(Signed)    W.  E.  EvAXS. 

Generally  complied  with.  G.  T. 
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No.  868. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Assistant  Director-  General,  Land 
Transport  Corps. 

(Memorandum.) 

Head  Quarters,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
31st  May  1856. 
During  the  hot  season  now  set  in,  it  is  strongly 
recommended  tliat  the  men  of  the  Land  Transport 
Corps  may  not  he  required  to  get  out  of  bed  till 
5  o'clock  a.m.  ;  that  they  may  not  be  drilled  on  foot  in 


the  sun  between  the  hours  of  10  a.m.  and  3  p.m. ;  and 
that  they  may  not  be  called  on  for  duty  for  two  hours 
after  the  dinner  bugle  is  sounded.  If  the  require- 
ments of  the  service  would  allow  these  recommenda- 
tions to  be  carried  out  generally,  great  benefit  to  the 
health  of  the  men  might  be  anticipated. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Taylor,  M.D., 
Lieut.-Col.  Evans,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Assistant  Director-General, 

Land  Transport  Corps. 


Letters  of  Mr.  Templeton,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 


Mr.  Templeton  to  Brigadier- General  fVarren. 
No.  869. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  23rd  March  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  Stafi'  Surgeon 
King's  report  on  the  sanitary  state  of  the  canton- 
ments around  Balaklava  and  the  adjoining  localities, 
in  which  he  points  out  a  few  spots  requiring  atten- 
tion. As  I  have  not  seen  the  brigade  order,  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  be  directed  that  these  reports  shall 
be  continued,  but  it  appears  to  me  highly  desirable 
that  they  should,  and  that  the  surgeon  of  the  week 
should  be  instructed  to  send  them  in  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  Aveek's  duty.  It  may  be  expected  that  medical 
officers  will  make  more  minute  inspection  of  tlieir 
own  immediate  vicinity  than  elsewhere,  and  nuisances 
may  thus  be  brought  to  light  which  might  readily  be 
overlooked  by  an  ordinary  observer. 


In  visiting  some  of  the  camps,  I  have  observed 
large  quantities  of  refuse  forage  and  manure  heaped 
up  close  in  front  of  the  stables.  This  may  have  been 
of  advantage  during  the  prevalence  of  the  cold  winds, 
but  at  present  it  appears  more  likely  to  interfere  with 
the  health  of  the  animals  than  anything  else.  It  is, 
moreover,  very  unsightly,  and  may  become  offensive, 
under  the  influences  of  moisture  and  heat.  I  beg, 
therefore,  to  suggest  that  when  the  men  are  not 
otherwise  employed,  fatigue  parties  may  be  told  off 
to  remove  it  to  a  convenient  distance,  and  burn,  bury, 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Robt.  Templeton, 
Staff  Surgeon, 
Principal  Medical  Officer, 

Independent  Brigade. 

Brigadier 
General  C.  Warren,  C.B., 
Commanding. 


Letters  of  Mr.  Matthew,  Staff  Surgeon,  Second  Class. 


No.  870. 

To  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Varna. 
{Subject : — Hospital  Attendants.) 

General  Hospital,  Varna, 
Sir,  19th  June  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  represent  to  the  General  Commanding  the 
present  state  of  the  General  Hospital,  more  especially 
with  respect  to  attendants,  &c.,  and  move  him 
earnestly  that  most  immediate  steps  be  taken  to 
supply  a  remedy;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  point  out  to  him  that  unless  this  be  done 
without  delay  the  service  is  likely  to  suffer  severelyl 
in  addition  to  the  miseries  sustained  by  the  individua, 
soldier. 

1.  Only  one  non-commissioned  officer  has  been 
allowed  for  the  entire  hospital,  and  he  is  totally  in- 
capable, partly  from  defective  memory,  partly  from 
sickness,  which  now  requires  his  being  admitted  as  a 
patient  of  the  establishment. 

2.  Only  one  orderly  has  been  yet  allowed.  This 
man  has  been  sitting  up  for  the  last  seven  nights 
with  patients  dangerously  ill  for  the  greater  part  of 
each  night,  while  in  the  daytime  he  is  obliged  to  be 
employed  as  messenger,  and  receiver  of  supplies  for 
the  hospital.  I  need  hardly  point  out  that  he  can- 
not efficiently  perform  the  duties  which  have  neces- 
sarily been  entrusted  to  him. 

This  man,  with  the  serjeant  mentioned  above, 
constitute  the  whole  of  the  servants  yet  allowed,  with 
the  exception  of  a  cook.  Our  number  of  sick  is  now 
78,  and  is  daily  increasing,  so  that  even  on  the  plan 
of  a  regimental  hospital  we  are  entitled  to  eight 
orderlies.  « - 


Want  of  Ventilation.     Wayit  of  Drainage,  SfC. 

3.  The  general  state  of  dilapidation,  want  of  venti- 
lation, and  of  drainage,  want  of  all  conveniences  in 
the  surgery,  and  for  cooking,  &c.,  &c.,  I  need 
scarcely  allude  to,  as  you  are  so  well  aware  of  them 
yourself,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be  remedied 
in  due  course  as  far  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  O.  Matthew, 

Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

The  result  of  the  foregoing  letter  was  that  orderlies 
in  sufficient  numbers  were  obtained;  but  the  state  of 
the  building  Avas  never  efficiently  rectified,  either  as 
to  drainage  or  ventilation,  although  some  slight 
attempts  at  improvements  were  made. 


No.  871. 

To  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Balaklava. 

(Overcroioding  of  Hospital.) 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  5th  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  infoi-ma- 
tion  of  the  principal  medical  officer  of  the  army, 
that  ten  men  of  the  Royal  Artillery  Avere  sent  down 
this  day  for  embarkation  on  shipboard.  No  ship 
being  ready  to  receive  them,  I  have  admitted  them 
into  the  General  Hospital  as  a  temporary  measure, 
as  they  Avould  otherwise  be  adrift  in  tlie  streets.  I 
beg  to  point  out  tlie  great  inconvenience  and  sub- 
version of  discipline  thus  occasioned,  as  the  hospital 
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being  already  full,  on  their  arrival  they  liad  to  be  laid 
on  the  floor  in  wards  already,  in  mj  opinion,  too 
crowded. 

I  have,  &c. 

Result.  —  Sliip  acconnnodation  found  for  these 
men. 


No.  872. 

To  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Balaklava. 

{Poor  Condition  of  Meat  supplied.) 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  30th  March  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  represent  that  the  quality 
of  the  meat  furnished  by  the  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment for  the  use  of  the  hospital  is  so  poor,  and  con- 
tains so  large  a  proportion  of  l)one  (thcmgh  not  other- 
wise objectionable),  as  not  to  furnish  the  amount  of 
nutriment  contemplated  in  the  regulations  for  the 
management  of  army  hospitals. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  have  the  honour  to 
request  you  will  obtain  from  the  principal  medical 
otRcer  of  the  army  the  necessary  authority  for  me  to 
put  on  full  diet  all  men  who  may  seem  to  require  it. 

I  have,  &c. 

Result. — The  necessary  authority  obtained  by 
return  of  post. 


No.  87.3. 

To  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Balaklava. 

{Hospital  Attendants. ) 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  30th  April  1855. 

All  the  orderlies  attached  to  this  hospital  be- 
longing to  the  71st  Highlanders,  having  been  warned 
this  day  for  parade,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you  that  I  have  taken  upon  myself  the  responsibility 
of  retaining  them  at  their  duty  of  attending  on  the 
sick. 

I  need  hardly  point  out  that  the  duties  of  a  general 
hospital  cannot  be  carried  on  if  such  interi'erence  on 
the  part  of  regimental  otiicers  is  to  be  accepted  as 
the  rule,  and  that  from  the  nature  of  a  large  majority 
of  our  cases  (fever)  the  absence  of  an  attendant  for 
even  an  hour  or  two  may,  possibly,  be  attended  Avith 
fatal  consequences. 

I  beg  you  will  lay  this  matter  before  the  Inspector 
General  of  Hospitals,  for  the  consideration  of  his 
Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

I  have,  8cc. 

Result. — No  answer. 


No.  874. 

To  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Balaklava. 

{Hospital  Attendants.) 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
SiK,  1st  May  1855. 

I  HAVK  the  honour  to  submit,  for  the  considera- 
lion  of  his  Excellency  tlie  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army,  the  great  difficulty  experienced  in  this 
hospital  on  the  subject  of  attendants  on  the  sick. 

Colonel  Harding,  the  Connnandant  of  Balaklava, 
contends  that  one  orderly  only  is  allowed  for  every 
ten  patients,  and  refuses  to  sanction  the  em])l()yment 
of  a  greater  lunnbcr.  We  have  in  all  eighteen  wards, 
in  most  of  which  there  are  one  or  two  cases  at  least 
recpiiring  constant  attendance.  The  time  of  one  man 
is  so  much  occupied  during  the  day  in  cleaning  the 
ward  and  utensils,  drawing  and  serving  diets,  pro- 
curing and  distributing  water  and  other  drinks,  and 
attending  on  the  patients,  that  it  would  be  a  hopeless 
matter  to  expect  him  to  remain  up  at  night  also,  and 
were  I  to  attempt  to  enforce  this,  I  feel  assured  that 


either  his  health  must  succumb  under  the  constant 
labour  and  want  of  rest,  or  that  the  patients  must  be 
neglected. 

We  have  hitherto  been  allowed,  and  have  employed, 
two  orderlies  for  each  ward,  so  that  on  alternate 
nights  they  have  rest,  and  this  arrangement  has 
answered  well.  Colonel  Hai-ding  has  now  given 
orders  that  our  orderlies  shall  be  reduced  to  what  he 
affirms  to  be  the  number  allowed  by  regulation,  and 
has  in  consequence  withdrawn  several,  and  contem- 
plates a  further  reduction. 

Against  this  I  beg  most  respectfully,  but  at  the 
same  time  most  earnestly,  to  protest,  for  the  following 
reasons : — 

1st.  It  is  certain  that  the  patients  will  in  many 
instances  be  neglected. 

2d.  In  the  case  of  a  conscientious  soldier  Avho 
attempts  to  do  what  must  necessarily  be  required 
of  him,  it  is  more  than  probable  his  own  health  will 
be  sacrificed.  And  I  will  also  beg  to  point  out  that 
the  regulation  upon  which  Colonel  Harding  lays 
so  much  stress,  is  one  for  the  management  of  regi- 
mental hospitals,  Avhere  men  on  fatigue  can  be,  and 
constantly  are,  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  sitting  up 
with  patients  requiring  this  attention. 

Trusting  that  his  Excellency  the  Commander  of 
the  Army  may  take  this  view  of  the  matter  both  in 
justice  to  the  sick,  as  well  as  to  the  man  faithfully 
discharging  his  duty. 

I  have,  &c. 

Forwarded  by  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 
Result. — No  answer. 


No.  875. 

To  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Balaklava. 

{Hospital  Atte7ulants.) 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  6th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  again  most  urgently  to  press  upon  your 
notice,  and  that  of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Army,  the  subject  of  attendance  upon  the  sick  in 
this  hospital. 

Colonel  Harding,  the  Commandant,  this  morning 
visited  the  hospital,  and  without  any  reference  to  me 
as  senior  medical  officer,  ordered  out  of  the  wards 
seven  orderlies,  leaving  two  wards  without  any 
attendant  whatever,  and  I  now  feel  myself  utterly 
powerless  except  most  solemnly  to  record  my  con- 
viction that  the  patients  will  be  neglected,  and  deaths 
occur  in  consequence,  and  that  a  much  heavier  amount 
of  sickness  than  has  already  unfortunately  occurred 
among  the  attendants  will  also  follow  :  were  I  not  to 
do  this  I  should  feel  that  the  responsibility  and 
blame  which  must  sooner  or  later  fall  somcAvhere, 
rested  upon  me. 

I  have,  &c. 

Forwarded  by  P.M.O. 
Result — No  answer. 


No.  876. 

To  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Balaklava. 
{Hospital  Attendants.^ 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava 
Sir,  16th  May  1855. 

The  outbreak  of  epidemic  cholera  must  be  my 
excuse  for  again  troubling  you  and  the  authoi'ities  on 
the  subject  of  orderlies  at  this  hospital,  and  for  re- 
minding you  and  them  that  I  have  not  yet  received 
an  answer  to  either  of  my  former  letters  on  this 
.-ubject,  the  first  dated  as  far  back  as  the  1st  instant. 

A.  a  4 
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As  I  had  ventured  to  predict,  the  mortality  has 
seriously  increased  since  the  number  of  orderlies  was 
so  unceremoniously  curtailed. 

Although  I  cannot  altogether  attribute  this  to 
negligence  and  Avant  of  attention,  that  it  is  not  so  is 
rather  to  be  referred  to  the  unwearied  assiduity  and 
valuable  assistance  of  the  nurses  than  to  that  of  the 
overtasked  orderlies  ;  and  I  fear  this  Avill  not  be 
found  adequate  to  meet  the  pressure  of  an  epidemic, 
or  to  last  for  a  lengthened  period  under  ordinary 
circumstances. 

I  have  constantly  applications  from  the  orderly  men 
to  be  allowed  to  return  to  their  duty,  and  I  cannot 
help  oliserving  that  many  of  them,  and  these  the  best 
and  most  trustworthy,  are  Avorn  out  Ijy  the  labour 
they  have  had  to  undergo  since  the  oi'der  curtailing 
their  number  Avas  issued. 

I  have,  &o. 

Result— No  answer. 


No.  877. 

To  (he  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Bulahlam. 
(^Overcrowding  of  Ilosjjital.) 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Slit,  24th  May  18oo. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Principal  Medical  Oificer  of  the  Army,  that 

21  Sardinian  soldiers  have  been  admitted  into  this 
hos]iital  Avithin  the  last  four  days.  The  jiressure  on 
tlie  hospital  is  already  so  great  that,  notAvitlistanding 

22  men  Avere  discharged  yesterday  to  Scutari,  not  a 
single  bed  noAv  remains  empty,  and  any  future 
admissions  Avill  luiA^e  to  be  placed  on  the  floor.  One 
of  the  Sardinians  is  an  ofticer,  and  I  regret  for  the 
credit  of  the  country  that  Ave  have  no  separate  accom- 
modation for  him. 

May  I  request  to  knoAv  Avhat  steps  are  to  lie  taken 
on  the  application  of  more  Sardinian  soldiers  for 
admission  ? 

I  have,  &c. 

Results.  —  Instructions  from  .  Principal  Medical 
Officer  to  accommodate  all  the  Sardinians  as  far  as 
possible. 


No.  878. 

7a  (he  Principal  3Iedical  Officer,  Balahlava. 
(Latrines.) 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sm,  24th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  represent  that  all  the 
latrines  attached  to  this  establishment  are  becoming 
tilled  up,  and  that  the  formation  of  fresh  ones  is 
urgently  demanded. 

I  Avould  beg  to  state  that  the  principle  upon  Avhich 
the  present  latrines  are  constructed  was  condemned 
by  the  Sanitary  Commission,  Avho  suggested  the  use 
of  boxes  Avhich  could  be  emptied  daily.  In  the 
absence,  hoAVCver,  of  any  efficient  scavenging  depart- 
ment this  cannot  be  effected,  and  I  Avould  beg  to 
suggest  the  filling  in  of  the  present  latrines  after 
they  have  received  a  thick  coating  of  quick-lime,  and 
the  fiiriher  covering  of  the  tilled  in  surface  Avitli 
concrete. 

With  respect  to  the  new  latrines  Avhich  Avill  in  this 
case  have  to  be  formed,  I  Avould  beg  to  suggest  that 
they  be  deeper  and  not  so  broad  as  those  at  jn-esent 
in  use. 

I  have,  &c. 

Result. — Suggestions  carried  out  after  some  delay, 
except  as  regards  concrete. 


No.  879. 

To  (he  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Balahlava. 

(Overcroicdiny  of  Hospi(al.') 

General  Hospital,  Balakhu  a, 
Sir,  26th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  your  information, 
and  that  of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Army,  that  no  less  than  56  extra  patients  have  been 
admitted  during  the  past  Aveek,  and  that  as  a  conse- 
quence only  66  regular  patients  could  be  received, 
to  the  inconvenience  of  the  service,  as  many  cases 
of  British  soldiers,  in  Avhose  cases  hospital  treat- 
ment Avas  advisable,  have  necessarily  been  sent 
elseAvhere. 

This  large  influx  of  irregular  patients  arises  in 
great  measure  from  the  reception  of  Sardinian  soldiers 
and  of  sailors  belonging  to  the  Transport  service  ; 
the  number  of  the  former  has  been  so  great  Avithin 
the  last  tAvo  days  that  I  have  been  compelled  on  my 
own  responsibility  to  acquaint  the  Sardinian  medical 
authorities  that  Ave  have  not  accommodation  for  more, 
and  Avitli  respect  to  the  latter  I  Avould  beg  to  remind 
you  that  the  Royal  Marines  are  in  possession  of 
large  hospital  accommodation  Avith  (I  have  been  given 
to  understand)  very  fcAv  patients,  and  to  suggest  that 
the  treatment  of  sick  sailors  attaches  to  that  branch 
of  the  service  Avith  at  least  as  great  propriety  as  to  the 
General  Military  Hospital. 

I  have,  &c. 

Result. — An  order  to  send  some  patients  .to  Scu- 
tari. 


No.  880. 

To  Comndssarij  General  Fildcr. 
(^Radons  supplied  (o  Commissiariat  Labourers.') 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sh{,  2d  June  1855. 

I  iiAA'E  the  honour  to  point  out  to  you  the  great 
number  of  cases  of  cholera  occurring  among  the 
labourers  in  the  Commissariat  employ,  no  less  than 
18  cases  of  that  disease  having  been  received  into 
this  hospital  during  the  last  four  daj's. 

The  men  state  that  fresh  meat  is  scarcely  ever 
issued  to  them,  generally  saying,  "  I  have  had  fresh 
"  meat  only  once  or  tAvic'e  since  I  came  out  here," 
and  that  they  live  chiefly  on  salt  pork. 

With  the  vicAV  of  obviating  the  tendency  to  this 
dreadful  scourge,  I  Avould  strongly  urge  upon  your 
notice  the  absolute  necessity  of  an  inquiry  into  the 
truth  of  these  statements,  and  should  they  turn  out  to 
be  the  fact,  the  propriety  of  giving  these  men  a  diet 
somewhat  approaching  to  that  of  the  soldier  in  the 
ranks. 

I  have,  &c. 

Result. — No  ansAver  ;  but  I  believe  the  suggestions 
Avere  acted  on. 


No.  881. 

To  (he  Commandan(,  Balaklava. 

(Hospi(al  A((endan(s.) 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sh!,  5th  June  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  eight 
orderlies  are  required  urgently  at  this  hospital  to 
replace  men  taken  sick  in  the  perfoi-mance  of  that 
duty. 

I  have,  &c. 

Result. — Orderlies  lent. 
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No.  882. 

To  the  Sanitary  Commissioners. 

{Dead  Carcases.) 

Castle  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Gentlemen,  30th  October  1855. 

I  BEG  to  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  bullocks  and  other  carcases  towed 
out  of  the  harbour  do  not  sink,  and  in  consequence  of 
not  being  taken  far  enough  away  numbers  of  them 


collect  in  the  small  bay  below  this  hospital  whenever 
the  wind  is  from  the  south.  The  consequences  of 
this  are  obvious,  and  I  trust  the  magnitude  of  the 
interests  at  stake  will  be  sufficient  excuse  for  my 
asking  your  interference  in  the  matter. 

I  have,  &c. 

No  i-esult,  until  after  a  verbal  communication  to 
the  Admiral,  made  by  myself,  when  the  nuisance 
was  in  great  measure  rectified. 


Letters  of  Mr.  Hanbury,  Staff  Surgeon  Second  Class,  Principal  Medical  Officer, 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava. 


No.  883. 

To  the  Director  General,  Army  and  Ordnance 
Medical  Department. 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  17th  December  1854. 

The  facts  and  opinions  expressed  in  this  com- 
munication having  been  placed  l)efore  Dr.  Hall, 
Inspector  General  of  Hospitals,  verbally  towards  the 
end  of  last  month,  and  officially  on  the  11th  instant, 
you  will  perhaps  excuse  me  for  now  bringing  them 
under  your  notice  in  this  direct  manner,  when  I 
assure  you  that  I  believe  them  in  the  present  crisis 
to  possess  no  less  than  national  importance. 

On  the  18th  of  last  month  I  was  honoured  by 
Dr.  Hall  with  the  medical  charge  of  the  General 
Hospital  in  the  Crimea,  containing  variably  from  150 
to  230  patients. 

A  few  days'  observation  sufficed  to  arrest  my  atten- 
tion, not  only  to  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  and 
rheumatism,  but  convinced  me  of  the  intractable 
nature  of  these  complaints.  Experience  has  since 
led  me  to  some  conclusions  with  reference  to  their 
character  and  treatment,  which  I  now  proceed  to 
report  for  your  information. 

On  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  this  diarrhoea,  it  was 
found  to  affect  equally  botli  officers  and  men,  and 
that  those  of  the  former  who  were  provided  with  a 
comfortable  house  in  Balaklava  were  just  as  ob- 
noxious to  the  disease  as  were  their  brethren  exposed 
to  the  cold  and  hardship  of  a  life  under  canvas. 
Further  investigation,  however,  detected  the  pecu- 
liarity tliat  the  dejections  were  composed  simply  of 
the  food  unchanged,  or  Avere  otherwise  a  Avatery 
fluid,  alternating  with  discharges  of  pure  bile.  The 
function  of  assimilation  Avas  thus  shown  to  be  arrested. 
And  a  revicAv  of  the  articles  constituting  the  diet  of 
the  soldier  pointed  to  tlie  absence  of  an  acid  in  the 
cereal  products  composing  the  vegetal)le  portion  of  it 
as  the  physiological  cause  of  this  Avant  of  assimilation, 
in  accordance  Avith  the  doctrine  Avhich  affirms  that 
an  acid  in  the  stomach  is  necessary  to  stimulate  the 
secretion  of  gastric  juice,  and  concurrently  the  floAv 
of  bile  from  the  liver  during  the  process  of  digestion. 

The  iblloAving  inferences  Avere  derived  from  these 
considerations,  and  they  obtained  support  both  from 
the  train  of  symptoms  and  the  result  of  the  treatment 
which  they  suggested  ;  the  inferences  Avere  these  : — 
That  the  diarrha-a  having  its  origin  chiefly  in  the  Avant 
of  assimilation  of  the  food,  the  discharges  from  the 
bowels  Avere  simply  the  vehicle  adopted  by  nature  to 
cast  off  irritant  and  useless  matters  ;  that  in  conse- 
quence conjointly  of  mal-nutrition  and  exhaustion, 
there  resulted  at  length  a  state  of  inanition,  emacia- 
tion, and  debility,  illustrating  a  i)liysiological  ex- 
periment, and  terminating  like  it  in  ulceration  of  the 
large  intestine  and  deatli  ;  that  the  rheumatic  affec- 
tion noticed  in  connection  Avith  so  many  cases  of 
protracted  diarrhoea  was  simply  a  remote  effect  of  the 
same  causes,  true  scorbutic  rheumatism,  marked  liy 
loss  of  poAver  in  the  loAver  extremities,  coldness, 


numbness,  and  a  sensation  of  tingling  in  the  feet, 
in  fine,  by  a  turgid,  soft,  SAVoUen,  and  sometimes 
bleeding  condition  of  the  gums. 

On  the  24th  of  last  month,  in  accordance  Avith  the 
views  noAv  developed,  the  use  of  lime  juice,  &c.  Avas 
resorted  to  in  the  treatment  of  botli  tlie  affections 
under  consideration,  to  tlie  exclusion  in  general  of 
otiier  remedies,  and  Avith  marked  advantage  in  eA'ery 
instance,  except  those  which  Avere  evidently  com- 
plicated Avith  intestinal  ulceration. 

An  ounce  of  lime  juice  Avas  given  tAvice  a  day, 
made  up  Avith  sugar  and  a  portion  of  Avater  into  an 
agreeable  drink,  and  the  obA'ious  effects  Avere,  a  rapid 
change  in  the  appearance  of  the  dejections,  Avhich, 
though  they  continued  for  a  long  time  to  preserve  a 
liquid  consistence,  yet  from  the  first  they  became 
feculent,  homogeneous,  and  laden  with  bile  ;  an 
increase  of  appetite  followed,  with  improvement  in 
the  appearance  of  the  patient,  and  gradual  progress 
tOAvards  convalescence. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  since  the 
aboA'e  views  Avere  first  advanced,  and  the  foregoing 
practice  adopted  by  me,  the  presence  of  scurvy  has 
been  recognized  in  the  camp,  and  the  necessity  of 
lime  juice,  vinegar,  but  above  all  fresh  meat,  leavened 
bread,  and  succulent  vegetables,  as  means  of  averting 
the  disorganization  of  this  disease  through  disease,  is 
beginning  to  be  appreciated  and  acknoAvledged  in  a 
manner  Avhich  the  momentous  nature  of  the  interests 
concerned  demand. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Williaai  Hanburt, 

Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

AcknoAvledged  by  the  Director  General,  Avith  an 
expression  of  his  thanks. 


No.  884. 

To  Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  Geiieral  of  Hospitals. 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  9th  February  1855. 

On  the  11th  of  December  last,*  I  had  the  honour 
of  addressing  you  on  the  infiuence  of  diet  as  a  cause 
of  the  diseases  affecting  the  Britisli  army  in  the 
Crimea,  and  upon  that  occasion  I  dAvelt  upon  the 
absence  of  an  acid  in  the  cereal  products  composing 
the  vegetable  portion  of  the  soldiers'  food,  and  endea- 
voured to  shoAv  that  this  deficiency  A\'as  productive  of 
diarrhoea  through  undue  assimilation,  and  that  more 
remotely  it  Avould  result  in  dysenter}^  and  ulceration 
of  tlie  large  intestines  and  scorbutic  disease  tlirough 
defective  alimentation  or  mal-nutrition. 

I  have  the  honour  now  to  report,  for  your  informa- 
tion tliat  a  very  large  experience  in  tliis  hospital 
during  the  last  two  months  has  only  proved  too  forci- 
bly the  correctness  of  these  vicAvs  ;  and  I  feel  myself 


*  The  letter  of  the  II th  December,  above  alluded  to,  I  am 
nnable  to  transmit,  as  the  book  in  ■which  it  Avas  copied  is  missing. 
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compelled  by  a  grave  sense  of  public  duty,  to  record 
my  opinion  that  the  artificial  diet  which  has  been  in 
use  in  this  army  is  utterly  inadequate  (abundant 
tliough  it  is  in  quantity)  to  yield  those  elements 
Avhich  are  necessary  to  sustain  the  system  in  a  state  of 
health  for  any  lengtli  of  time,  and  that  I  trace  the 
terrible  effects  which  we  have  witnessed,  both  from 
exposure  and  hardship,  to  the  low  and  feeble  state  of 
vitality  consequent  upon  the  continued  use  for  months 
of  a  diet  thus  defective. 

I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  your  bringing  the  subject  of  this  letter 
immediately  under  the  notice  of  his  Lordship  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  determine  how  far  it  is 
possible  to  adopt  a  scale  of  diet  more  in  accordance 
with  the  resources  of  the  age,  and  the  peculiar  exi- 
gencies of  our  position,  while  the  ai-my  continues  to 
be  employed  on  this  expedition, — one  in  which  lime 
juice,  preserved  potatoes,  and  other  vegetables,  pre- 
served milk,  bread,  fresh  and  preserved  meat,  &c., 
might  find  a  place. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       William  Hanbury, 

Staff  Surgeon  2d  Class. 

Result. — A  committee,  consisting  of  a  general 
officer  as  president,  an  officer  commanding  a  regiment, 
and  a  medical  officer  of  a  division  or  a  brigade,  as 
members,  with  a  commissariat  officer  in  attendance, 
was  (I  understood)  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  subject  of  this  letter,  but  I  am  not  aware  at  what 
conclusions  it  arrived.  I  may  mention,  however,  that 
Lord  Raglan  honoured  me  directly  after  with  more 
than  one  conversation  regarding  the  diet  of  the  sol- 
dier, and  that  I  took  occasion  to  express  my  appre- 
hension that  some  difference  obtained  in  regiments 
with  respect  to  the  attention  given  to  the  dieting  of 
the  troojis,  and  to  recommend  that  quartermasters  of 
corps  should  be  instructed  to  forward  weekly  a  return 
to  head  quarters,  showing  the  nature  of  the  articles 
and  quantity  of  each  issued  to  the  men. 

W.  H. 


No.  885. 


To  Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  Ge7ierul  of  Hospitals. 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  loth  January  1855. 

Soldiers  who  come  down  to  Balaklava  on 
fatigue  duty  are  frequently  admitted  into  this  hos- 
pital, and  when  afterwards  discharged  as  con- 
valescents, are  of  course  unprovided  with  blankets 
and  warm  clothing.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
suggest,  that  the  officers  in  charge  of  these  fatigue 
parties  should  report  to  their  commanding  officers 
the  names  of  the  men  they  have  handed  over  to  the 
general  hospital,  in  order  that  their  clothing  and 
blankets  may  be  sent  to  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       William  Hanbury, 

Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

Result. — A  general  order,  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  contained  in  this  letter,  was  issued,  but  it 
only  partially  removed  the  inconvenience  reported, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  only  partially  obeyed. 

W.  H. 


No.  886. 


General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  9th  February  1855. 

Some  inconvenience  being  experienced  from  the 
want  of  latrines  in  connexion  with  the  wooden  huts, 
which  form  part  of  this  hospital,  I  have  the  honour 
to  request  you  will  be  good  enough,  without  delay, 
to  make  the  necessary  application  for  their  con- 
struction. 

I  have,  8fc. 
(Signed)       William  Hanbury, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  887. 

To  Dr.  Anderson,  Principal  Medical  Officer, 
Balaklava. 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  17th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  silt  meat 
Avas  issued  yesterday  to  the  sick  under  my  charge, 
and  the  purveyor  has  now  reported  that  he  will  be 
unable  to  procure  fresh  meat  from  the  Commissariat 
for  this  day's  use.  I  beg  respectfully  to  protest 
against  such  want  of  provision  for  the  necessities  of 
the  sick  in  this  hospital,  and  trust  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  the  authorities. 

I  have,  &c. 
( Signed )       William  H.vnbury, 
Dr.  Anderson,  Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  888. 


To  Dr.  Anderson. 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
SiK,  6th  March  1855. 

The  temperature  of  the  huts  which  form  part  of 
this  hospital  is  considerably  increased,  under  exposure 
to  the  sun,  by  the  absorbing  power  of  the  black  felt 
with  which  they  are  covered;  and,  as  the  hot  season 
is  now  approaching,  I  would  suggest,  as  a  means  of 
obviating  this  effect,  that  a  whitewash  capable  of 
resisting  rain  should  be  applied  to  the  felt. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       William  Hanbury, 
Dr.  Anderson,  Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  889. 


To  Major  Hall. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  31st  January  1855. 

I  AM  directed  by  Dr.  Hall  to  acquaint  you  that 
he  suggests  the  necessity  of  getting  a  plank  taken  out 
of  the  ceiling  in  each  ward  of  the  upper  division  of 
the  hospital,  in  order  to  establish  a  free  ventilation 
through  the  opening  in  the  roof. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       William  Hanbury, 
Major  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  890. 

To  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  11th  February  1855. 

The  prevalence  of  fever  in  this  hospital  during 
the  last  fortnight  renders  it  extremely  desirable  that 
your  suggestion  regarding  the  ventilation  of  the 
wards,  which  I  communicated  to  Major  Hall  on  the 
31  st  ultimo,  should  be  carried  into  effect  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  have  therefore  to  request  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  bring  the  matter  again  to  Major 
Hall's  notice. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       William  Hanbury, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  891. 

To  Captain  Brown. 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  20th  February  1855. 

I  am  desired  by  Dr.  Hall,  the  Lispector  General 
of  Hospitals,  to  inform  you  that  he  does  not  consider 
the  holes  bored  in  the  ceiling  of  the  upper  division  of 
the  hospital  buildings  afford  sufficient  ventilation,  and 
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that  he  thinks  it  necessary  that  two  rows  of  such 
holes  should  be  bored  on  each  side,  or  that  a  plank 
should  be  raised  in  order  to  establish  a  free  venti- 
lation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       William  Hanbury, 
Captain  Brown,  vStafF  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  892. 


To  Captain  Brown, 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Sir,  9tli  March  I800. 

I  AM  directed  by  Dr.  Hall,  Inspector  General  of 
Hospitals,  to  request  you  Avill  be  good  enough  to 
complete  the  ventilation  of  the  hospital  buildings 
according  to  the  manner  adopted  in  the  upper  division 
of  them,  and  which  he  very  much  approves  of. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Wii-liam  Hanbi  uy, 
Captain  Brown,  Staif  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

Result. — Tiie  fii-st  of  these  letters  was  written 
under  the  instructions  of  Dr.  Hall,  and  I  was  directed 
to  write  the  remainder  (at  least  Nos.  3  and  4),  in 
consequence  of  the  slow  jn-ogress  which  was  being 
made  in  carrying  out  the  suggestion.  Independent  of 
these  letters,  I  made  many  personal  applications, 
perhaps  not  less  than  six  or  eight,  to  the  engineer's 
office,  urging  him  to  complete  the  work.  There  ap- 
peared every  disposition  to  carry  out  my  wishes  on 
these  occasions,  l)ut  the  resources  of  the  engineer 
department,  like  every  other,  were  at  this  time  in- 
adequate, and  the  command  of  labour  was  totally 
incommensurate  with  the  numerous  urgent  appeals 
for  it.— W.  H. 


No.  893. 
To  Dr.  Anderson. 

General  Hosjiital,  Balaklava, 
SiR^  13th  March  18.35. 

'  I  iiAVK  the  honour  to  report  for  your  information 
that  the  unusual  pressure  yesterday  on  the  accom- 
modation of  this  hospital  has  completely  deranged 
that  order  which  I  have  been  for  some  time  at  pains 
to  establish  in  it.  No  less  than  56  men  were 
admitted  since  yesterday  morning,  and  while  I  have 
been  obliged  to  accommodate  so  large  a  number,  I 
have  not  found  it  possible  to  transfer  more  than  ten 
men  to  the  convalescent  hospital.  The  result,  of 
course,  is  crowding,  confusion,  and  disorder,  totally 
at  variance  with  the  proper  sanitary  condition  of  any 
hospital. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       AVilliam  IIaxbury, 
Dr.  Anderson,  Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

Result. — No  answer. 


No.  S94. 
Mr.  Archer  to  Dr.  Hanhunj. 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
gjj5  16th  March  1855. 

'  I  BEG  respectfully  to  direct  your  attention  to  one 
or  two  subjects  connected  Avith  the  hosi)itai,  which 
appear  to  me  to  require  inmiediate  change. 

Considering  the  very  grave  task  now  most  pre- 
valent here,  especiallv  iever,  I  think  the  number  of 
patients  admitted  into  the  huts,  and  mto  numbers 
one,  two,  three,  and  four  wards  respectively,  should 
not  exceed  12  ;  that  each  bed  should  be  separated 
from  those  adjacent,  and,  if  necessary,  that  huts  or 
tents  be  erected  on  the  hill  overlooking  the  hosjiital. 
I  would  also  sua-gest  the  exitediency  of  having  two 
apertures,  one  over  each  end,  through  the  roof  of 
every  hut,  for  the  purpose  of  better  ventilation. 


As  a  precautionary  measure,  the  bedding  of  such  as 
have  lately  died  of  fever  should  not,  I  submit,  be  used 
without  thorough  cleansing,  and  exposure  to  the  air 
or  some  better  disfecting  process.  You  will  doubtless 
have  observed  the  frequency  "with  which  the  orderlies 
of  the  several  wards  contract  fever,  especially  those 
Avilo  have  pei-formed  their  duties  in  the  liest  and  most 
conscientious  manner;  for  example  in  Ward  No.  3, 
both  orderlies  Avere  recently  seized  Avith  fever,  of 
Avhom  one,  after  many  relajfses,  died,  the  other  Avas 
sent  to  Scutari  in  a  feeble  state;  their  immediate  suc- 
cessors Avcre  both  taken  Avith  fever,  of  Avhom  again 
one  died;  the  other,  after  frequent  relapses,  Avas  sent 
to  the  convalescent  hospital  on  the  heights  ;  of  their 
successors,  one  yesterday  fainted  during  my  morning 
visit,  and  is  now  confined  to  bed  Avith  the  same  ter- 
rible disease.  It  occasionally  happens  that  orderlies 
are  required  to  be  in  constant  attendance  on  tlie  sick 
for  several  consecutive  days  and  nights;  they  are  un- 
provided Avith  bedsteads,  and  are  consefjuentlj^  obliged 
to  lie  on  tlie  floor,  and  they  are  not  alloAved  either  porter 
or  extra  diet.  May  I  therefore  Acnture  to  intercede 
on  behalf  of  these  jioor  fellows  Avho  (I  speak  it  speci- 
ally from  personal  observation  in  my  oavu  Avards, 
numbered  three,  four,  elcA  en,  and  tAvelve,)  shoAV  the 
greatest  possible  zeal  and  energy  in  their  attention  to 
the  sick,  and  they  seem  to  vie  Avith  each  other  in  the 
exemplary  discharge  of  tlieir  onerous  duties. 

I  respectfully  submit,  that  every  j)rivate  employed 
about  the  hospital  as  orderly  should  be  furnished 
Avith  a  mattress,  boards,  and  fressels,  and  huts  and 
tents  be  erected  on  a  considerable  higher  level  than 
that  of  the  hospital,  in  which  every  orderly  during 
his  night  off  duty  may  occupy  a  bed  i-eservedf  or  his 
own  sjiecial  use,  and  that  facilities  for  Avashing  be 
afforded,  Avith  a  change  of  clothing;  that  the  men  be 
not  re(iuired  to  sit  up  more  frequently  than  CA'ery 
third  night,  and  in  case  of  extra  hospital  orderlies 
being  required  at  night  from  illness  or  other  cause, 
that  men  having  been  on  duty  during  the  preceding 
night  or  day  be  excused  from  such  extra  duty;  that 
each  man  be  allowed  a  pint  of  jiorter  daih^,  and  in  lieu 
of  salt  ])rovisions,  half  a  pound  of  preserved  meat  Avitli 
vegetables;  that  each  orderly  be  alloAved  one  hour's 
leave  of  absence  daily.  Hoping  you  Avill  excuse  me 
troubling  you  with  these  suggestions, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Edavard  Archer, 
Dr.  Hanbury,  Surgeon. 
&c.  &c.' 


No.  895. 

Mr.  Hanbury  to  Dr.  Hall. 

General  Hospital,  Balaklava, 
Siii,  17th  March  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  recommend  to  your  parti- 
cular attention  the  accompanying  letter  from  Surgeon 
C.  Archer,  as  I  consider  it  extremely  desirable  the 
valuable  suggestion  it  contains  should  be  carried  out 
as  far  as  possible.  The  pressure  upon  the  accommo- 
dation has  been  considerably  relieved,  as  you  are 
aware,  by  the  opening  of  the  convalescent  hospital, 
yet  the  prevalence  of  fever  renders  it  necessary  that 
a  still  greater  space  should  be  allotted  to  each  patient, 
and  that  the  admissions  into  hospital  should  be  under 
some  control  to  prevent  undue  croAvding. 

With  regard  to  the  orderlies  it  is  obvious  that  a 
l)rovisii)u  such  as  that  indicated  by  Mr.  Archer  is 
essential  to  their  protection,  for  they  have  suffered 
nmch  of  late  from  the  effects  of  exposure  and  their 
laborious  duties. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       William  Hanbury, 
Dr.  Hail.  '  Staff  Surgeon,  2d  Class. 

i<cc.  &c. 

Kesult. — Dr.  ]\IattheAV,  who  succeeded  me  in  medi- 
cal charge  of  the  liosiiital,  authorizes  me  to  state  that 
these  letters  elicited  no  answer. — W.  H. 
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Letters  of  Dr.  Mapleton,  15th  Hussars. 


No.  896. 

Copy  of  a  Communication  forwarded  by  me  to 
the  War  Office,  5th  February  1855,  relating  to 
the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Army  in  the  East, 
and  called  for  by  the  Letter  of  the  Dii-ector- 
General,  dated  22nd  June  1857. 

The  Communication  was  marked  "  private."  A 
copy  of  a  portion  of  it  was  afterwards  sent  to  the 
Director-General  of  the  Army  Medical  Department. 
I  received  the  thanks  of  Mr.  Peel  for  it. 

5th  February  1855. 
The  state  of  the  army  in  Turkey  may  reason- 
ably lead  us  to  fear  a  large  increase  of  sick,  and  in 
the  event  of  a  general  action  that  increase  will  be 
greater. 

The  barracks  and  hospitals  for  the  accommodation 
of  sick  will  not  admit  of  expansion. 

Tlie  Turkish  buildings  in  their  neighbourhood  are 
very  badly  adapted  for  the  use  of  soldiers,  being 
built  of  Avood,  and  roofed  with  tiles,  consequently 
very  hot  in  summer,  and  cold  in  winter  ;  for,  except 
in  one  apartment,  to  which  the  Turk  in  winter  con- 
fines himself,  there  are  no  chimnies  or  stoves.  The 
water  has  to  be  brought  from  the  public  tank,  per- 
haps at  a  great  distance.  The  drains  and  privies 
are  very  defective  in  arrangement.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  floors,  and  places  under  them,  the  roofs  and 
wooden  ceilings,  are  saturated  (if  I  may  use  the 
expression)  with  fleas,  bugs,  and  all  kinds  of  vermin, 
and  which  I  know,  from  experience,  it  is  impossible 
to  dislodge. 

These  objections  oblige  you  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  public  bai'racks  and  hospitals  for  your  sick. 

Tliese  buildings  are  of  the  form  of  a  square,  in  the 
centre  of  which  is  a  drill  yard.  They  are  of  three 
stories  in  height,  with  a  covered  corridor  on  the  sides 
facing  the  yard.  In  the  corridors  on  each  story  are 
the  men's  privies,  cookhouses,  water  cisterns,  &c.,  and 
also  door  places  leading  into  the  men's  rooms  and 
officers'  quarters.  These  again  face  the  outside  of 
the  barrack,  with  their  windows  opening  in  that 
direction.  Thus  it  will  be  observed  that  when  the 
wind  blows  from  the  exterior  the  foul  air  of  the 
rooms  will  pass  into  the  corridor,  and  vice  versa, 
proving  that  it  is  not  only  not  safe,  but  in  the  highest 
degree  dangerous,  to  occupy  the  corridors  with  sick, 
or  even  to  crowd  the  rooms.  Hospital  gangrene  in 
the  wounded,  plague  or  typhus  fever,  &c.,  is  sure, 
sooner  or  later,  to  destroy  the  inmates  ;  and  the 
number  of  deaths  now  reported  as  caused  by  "  diar- 
rhoea" is  too  sure  a  sign  that  the  fatal  work  is 
threatening.  What  it  will  be  when  the  heat  begins 
I  fear  to  contemplate. 

The  medical  officer  there  has  no  alternative  at 
present ;  he  must  crowd  ;  and  it  is  only  to  be  feared 
that  in  a  very  short  time  we  shall  hear  he  has  no 
place  to  put  the  fresh  arrivals  in. 

There  are  two  remedies  for  this  state  of  things  ; 
one,  to  open  fresh  hospitals  at  Smyrna,  Abydos, 
Malta,  &c.  ;  the  other,  to  bring  the  sick  to  England. 

Now  the  objections  to  the  first  are,  in  my  opinion, 
insuperable,  if  the  second  can  at  any  expense  or 
difficultjr  whatever  be  carried  out.  These  objections 
are  as  follows  : — 

First,  a  man  who  has  had  a  serious  illness  in 
Turkey  hardly  ever  perfectly  recovers  there,  on 
account  of  the  enervating  effects  of  the  climate. 
(In  the  summer  the  heat  in  Malta,  Smyrna,  8cc.,  is 
very  great  indeed.)  This  is  proved  by  the  many 
officers  who  were  able  to  command  the  luxuries  of 
hotels  at  those  places,  but  who  were  obliged  to  return 
to  England  after  all.  A  man  may  become  convales- 
cent; thought  fit  to  return  to  his  duty.  He  does  so; 
gets  a  relapse,  and  most  probably  dies. 


Secondly,  before  occupying  any  building,  barrack, 
or  hospital  in  Turkey,  such  as  Smyrna,  Abydos,  &c., 
you  must  go  to  the  expence  of  sending  out  an  engi- 
neer who  understands  this  branch,  with  his  staff  of 
workmen,  with  stink  traps,  metal  tubing,  &c.,  to 
put  the  drains  and  privies  into  a  condition  that  will 
render  the  occupation  of  these  buildings  by  sick  sol- 
diers safe.  Having  done  this,  you  must  then  send 
out  every  single  article  and  man  that  you  require  in 
a  hospital  in  England  ;  for  Turkey  is  an  impracticable 
country,  and  from  the  Turks  you  will  get  no  assis- 
tance. To  prove  the  necessity  of  the  privies  being 
altered  before  occupation,  I  may  mention  that  these 
in  a  Turkish  (building)  barrack  are  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  men's  and  officers'  quarters  (sleeping 
rooms).  They  are  merely  separate  apartments  with 
holes  in  the  floor.  The  hole  is  the  top  of  an  earthen- 
ware tube,  perhaps  15  inches  in  circumference. 
This  tube  passes  through  each  story  down  to  the 
bottom  into  the  sewer  ;  this  again  empties  itself  into 
the  sea  at  Smyrna,  and  into  the  Bosphorus  at  Scu- 
tari. Now,  when  the  Turk  goes  to  the  privy  he 
uses  water,  and  this  tube  is  strong  enough  ;  but  the 
Englishman  uses  paper,  hay,  old  cloth,  anything. 
The  tube  gets  blocked  up,  perhaps  half-way  down, 
and  from  the  accumulation  on  the  stoppage  bursts, 
and  the  walls,  &c.,  become  saturated ;  hence  a  fearful 
and  insupportable  nuisance,  and  cause  for  generating 
deadly  disease  in  the  hot  season.  And  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  giving  my  opinion  that  this  very  state 
of  things  (unless  it  has  been  altered  since  I  left)  will 
next  summer,  if  not  before,  be  the  cause  of  some  such 
disease  at  Scutari.  I  did  all  in  my  power,  in  ex- 
pressing my  opinion  to  the  then  authorities,  in  May 
last,  on  this  subject,  in  the  strongest  terms. 

Lastly,  it  is  well  known  that  Smyrna,  Abydos, 
&c.  are  very  hot  indeed  in  the  six  summer  months, 
and  consequently  likely  to  prove  fatal  to  a  man 
badly  wounded  or  diseased.  Tell  a  man  in  this  state 
that  he  is  to  be  sent  to  either  of  these  places  for  a 
change  of  air,  he  will  probably  not  bear  up,  but  give 
way  and  die.  (Had  I  been  so  told  when  ill — and 
many  saw  how  ill  I  was — I  think  it  would  have  had 
a  fatal  effect.)  But  put  that  man  on  board  a  ship, 
and  tell  him  he  is  to  go  home,  he  will,  in  a  majority 
of  cases,  become  convalescent  before  he  reaches 
England.  This  was  proved  lately,  for  the  ship 
"  Libertas "  brought  from  the  East  many  invalids, 
yet  very  few  on  arrival  were  taken  into  hospital. 

The  other  remedy  is,  to  bring  all  men  likely  to  be 
long  ill  to  England. 

The  objections  to  this  are,  expense,  and  difficulty 
in  getting  transport.  The  number  of  lives  likely  to 
be  saved  to  the  country  by  this  plan  Avill,  I  am  quite 
certain,  far,  far  exceed  the  cost  of  transport. 

Let  a  sufficient  number  of  large  ships,  screw 
steamers,  if  jiossible,  say  of  2,000  tons,  be  fitted 
up  for  500  sick  men  with  berths,  cots,  &c.  Let 
the  medical  staff  be  complete,  orderlies,  cooks, 
washermen,  &c.,  with  medical  stores  and  comforts  of 
every  kind  and  description  be  complete,  and  on  board, 
and  within  itself.  Let  no  man  or  article  belonging 
to  tliese  ships  be  interfered  with,  as  to  removal,  by 
any  authority  whatever  in  Turkey  or  abroad  ;  but  let 
them  be  considered  as  permanently  employed  on 
this  duty,  by  which  means  they  become  accustomed 
to  the  sea,  and  you  will  be  able,  if  necessary,  with 
four  such  ships,  to  bring  every  six  weeks  between 
2,000  and  3,000  men  to  England.  You  by  this  plan 
get  rid  of  the  enormous  expense  of  the  proposed 
establishments  at  Smyrna,  Abydos,  &c. ;  you  save  an 
immense  amount  of  individual  suffering,  and  also 
valuable  lives  to  their  friends  and  country  ;  and  you 
will  be  able  to  husband  a  good  amount  of  medical 
staff,  as  it  is  not  likely  that  the  wear  and  tear  of 
these  will  be  so  great  as  their  brethren  on  shore. 
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I  think  these  advantages  tar,  far  exceed  the  cojit 
and  difficulty  likely  to  be  encountered  in  getting 
transports. 

I  have,  &e. 
(Signed)       Hknry  MArLETON,  M.D., 
Late  Statf  Surgeon  attached  to  Lord  Raglan. 
P.S.  I  calculate  that,  except  the  men  permanenly 
disabled  by  wounds  or  otherwise,  2,000  lives  out  of 
the  3,000  would  be  saved,  and  tit  for  duty  in  six  or 
eight  months  after  leaving  Turkey,  that  would  have 
been  lost  altogether  by  remaining. 


5th  February  1855. 
Food,  Clothing,  Duties,  &c.,  &c. 

In  approaching  this  sulyect,  I  may  mention,  that  a 
campaign  in  Turkey  during  the  summer  season  is  tlie 
same,  and  requires  the  same  precautionary  measures 
,  in  every  way,  that  an  Indian  one  does.  This  is  very 
difficult  to  make  a  campaigner  who  has  not  served 
in  India  understand  ;  and  I  found  a  great  wish  on 
the  part  of  some  officers  in  the  East  to  treat  sugges- 
tions, and  even  Lord  Raglan's  general  orders,  cava- 
lierly ;  one  told  me  (a  general  officer)  that  the  white 
covers  to  the  caps  (used  as  a  protectioii  to  the  sun)  was 
damn'd  claptrap.  Another  I  lieard  say  that  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  drill  the  men  in  the  sun  to 
acclimatize  them. 

Knowing,  from  my  Indian  experience,  that  if  the 
system  of  long  drills  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  bathing, 
&c.  was  allowed  to  go  on,  a  fearful  amount  of 
sickness  must  follow,  I  nmde  many  sanitary  sugges- 
tions to  Lord  Raglan,  which  liis  Lordship  instantly 
took  into  consideration.  Many  were  put  into  general 
orders. — (A  copy  of  these  is  enclosed.) 

As  the  above  ditlerence  of  opinion,  in  the  event  of 
Lord  Raglan  not  being  in  connnand  of  the  army,  may 
tend  to  operate  to  tlie  disadvantage  of  tlie  soldier,  I 
think  that  a  body  of  memoranda  should  be  issued  by 
authority,  and  in  all  cases,  where  practicable,  be 
considered  as  general  order,  should  there  be  another 
summer  campaign. 

The  tents  served  out  to  the  army  must  by  this  time 
be  worn  out,  and  thei-efore  immediate  attention  should 
be  paid  to  this  subject,  and  a  different  kind  altogether 
constructed.  Those  now  in  use  are  neither  protection 
from  the  heat  in  summer  nor  from  the  cold  in  winter; 
and  I  am  quite  certain  that  tlie  men  can  hardly  exist 
in  them.  A  great  increase  of  sick  will  lie  caused  by 
non-attention  to  this  next  summer.  A  tent  for  a  hot 
climate  should  have  double  roofs  and  sides,  not  bell- 
shaped,  but  high  at  the  sides,  like  those  used  in  India, 
and  two  leet  at  least  between  the  walls.  All  articles 
of  soldiers  clothing  should  be  larger  than  at  home; 
boots  especially.  These  are  best  made  of  fisherman's 
leather,  Avaterproof  only  as  far  as  grease  can  make 
them  so.  Strictly  Avater])roof  material  is  likely  to 
prove  injurious,  as  the  insensible  perspiration  of  the 
feet  becomes  condensed,  wets  the  socks  and  lining  of 
the  boot  itself,  and  which  last  then  is  most  difficult 
to  dry. 

The  trousers  should  Ije  of  cloth,  winter  and  sum- 
mer. The  chaco  is  a  bad  head  dress,  for  when  a  man 
is  sick  it  is  cumbersome  to  carry,  and  no  better  pro- 
tection from  the  sun  tlum  a  good  forage  cap-peak  and 
white  cover.  Of  course  woollen  socks,  flannels,  and 
draws  are  necessaries. 

The  knapsack  could,  I  think,  be  most  advanta- 
geousl}'  superseded  by  some  sort  of  long  bng,  say 
6  feet  by  2^,  waterproof  at  the  bottom  ;  at  one  end  a 
partition  for  necessaries,  which  Avould  form  a  sort  of 
pillow';  and  the  I'est  might  be  stuffi.'d,  when  practical)le, 
with  the  ration  forage.  This,  when  the  man  is  under 
arms,  shaken  out  ;  and  the  bed  folded  like  a  knapsack 
when  in  camp,  it  would  be  invalual;Ic,  as  no  man  is 
likely  to  stand  the  bare  ground  for  his  only  bed  in 
such  a  climate  jwithout  injury  to  his  constitution. 


I  think  the  weight  of  this  can  be  brought  down  to  a 
few  pounds. 

The  bread  in  Turkey  is  another  serious  cause 
of  mischief.  In  my  opinion,  as  a  rule,  it  was  very 
unfit  for  issue  ;  but  you  could  get  no  better  at  Varna 
or  even  Scutari  (it  was  said)  [for  the  troops  is  meant. 
— H.M.],  because  there  is  no  yeast,  and  therefore 
alwaj's  more  or  less  sour.  The  flour  is  always  also 
mixed  with  rye,  even  the  best.  The  contract  system 
was  in  full  operation  here.  In  May  1854  I  brought 
this  subjert  to  Lord  Raglan's  especial  notice,  and 
he  immediately  entered  into  it,  but  the  Commissary- 
General  difiered  from  me  as  to  its  quality  ;  but  it  was 
so  sour  that  I  and  a  numljcr  of  officers  bouglit  the 
article  from  an  American  baker  in  Constantinople, 
who  baked  a  snuiU  supply  for  the  English  residents  ; 
and  at  Lord  Raglan's  own  table  I  have  seen  the 
French  ration  bread  used  when  his  Lordship's  private 
baker  was  ill,  our  own  was  so  nauseous  to  stomachs 
unaccustomed  to  it. 

By  examining  the  contract  prices  paid  for  bread 
in  Turkey,  it  will  be  seen  that  40,000  rations  cost 
about  350/.  a  day.  I  understand,  from  a  respectable 
baker  here,  that  such  a  supply  daily  could  be  fur- 
nished if  you  sent  out  20  bakers,  flour,  ovens,  fuel, 
yeast,  &c.,  for  about  300/.  a  day,  and  this  to  include  the 
pay  of  the  people  and  cost  of  every  article.  I  consider 
this  subject  of  such  paramount  importance  to  every 
other,  for  the  health  of  the  army,  that  I  earnestly 
entreat  immediate  attention  to  it. 

Sour  bread,  sour  wine,  and  the  constant  use  of  one 
meat,  such  as  goat  or  mutton,  is  sure  to  bring  on 
bowel  complaints. 

The  meat  is  generally  bad  in  Turkey  ;  and  if  the 
animals  are  not  given  over  alive  to  the  soldiers,  goats 
are  imposed  for  sheep  by  the  contractors,  and  tliere- 
fore  strict  orders  should  be  issued  on  this  head. 
Vegetables  should  form  a  portion  of  the  ration,  when 
2)racticable. 

Tea  in  the  summer  is  better  than  coffee,  as  the 
latter  often  in  hot  climates  produces  diarrhoea,  but 
in  winter  I  think  the  soldiers  prefer  coffee. 

*  *  «  * 

[Here  follow  observations  not  relating  to  sanitary 
measures.] 

I  have  also  to  call  attention  to  flie  fact,  that  fires 
are  constantly  happening  all  over  Turkey,  and  there- 
fore lartro  depots  of  stores  should  not  be  put  into  the 
Turkish  buildings,  but  iron  houses  should  be  sent  out, 
and  a  supply  of  fire  engines. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)      Hknky  Mapi.eton,  M.D. 


Result  of  Suggestions. 

Ix  May  1854,  soon  after  landing,  I  brought  this 
subject  verbally  to  Lord  Raglan's  notice.  He  desired 
me  to  write  officially,  as  he  considered  it  of  great 
conse(iuence.  He  sent  instantly  for  the  Commissary- 
General,  and  tasted  the  bread  in  my  presence.  His 
lordship  made  many  inquiries  subsequently  as  to 
the  (]uality  of  this  article  ;  indeed  I  may  say  that 
during  the  few  months  I  was  with  his  lordship  that 
this  subject  was  one  of  constant  anxiety  to  him. 

Many  officers  thought  the  bread  pretty  good.  Still 
every  exertion  was  made  by  Lord  Raglan,  in  May, 
June,  July,  and  August  1854,  to  make  the  Commis- 
sariat im])rove  the  bread.  The  Quartermaster- 
General  of  the  Army,  Lord  De  Ros,  ordered  one 
officer  ot  his  department  to  report  upon  the  mode  the 
Frencli  adopted.  This  officer  sat  up  all  night  to 
watch  the  process,  made  his  report,  and  sent  it,  with 
sketches,  to  Lord  Raglan,  who  ordered  it  to  be  sent 
to  the  Commissary-General,  as  a  guidance  ;  but  the 
answer  was,  I  believe,  there  were  no  bricks  or  other 
such  materials  available  for  the  purpose. 
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Letters  of  Dr.  Wood,  Surgeon,  42d  Regiment. 


No.  897. 

Dr.  JVood  to  Dr.  Linton. 

SiK,  42d  Hospital,  19th  December  1854. 

I  BEG  to  bring  before  your  notice  the  very  great 
difficulty  now  experienced  from  the  total  distraction  of 
the  timber  in  this  neighbourhood  in  procuring  the 
necessary  means  of  cooking  the  diets  of  the  patients 
in  hospital,  or  of  heating  water  or  furnishing  other 
warming  appliances  for  the  sick.  I  have  the  honour, 
therefore,  to  request  that  fuel .  be  furnished  to  my 
hospital  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  an  application 
for  the  same,  through  the  j^roper  channels,  may  meet 
with  your  approval, 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Linton,    (Signed)     John  D.  Wood,  M.D. 
&c.  &c.  iSurgeon,  42d  Reg.  Hosp. 


No.  898. 
Dr.  Wood  to  Dr.  Linton. 

42d  Hospital,  Kadekoi, 
Sir,  10th  January  1855. 

The  following  remarks  about  a  system  of  am- 
bulance for  the  sick  are  all  that  suggest  themselves 
to  me  at  present.  Our  ambulance  waggons  have, 
in  my  opinion,  proved  a  decided  failure.  Un- 
wieldly  and  heavy,  they  require  too  many  horses  or 
mules  to  drag  them  along,  and  from  their  width 
between  the  wheels,  I  think  about  five  feet  ten 
inches,  are  by  no  means  adapted  for  the  roads  of  the 
country,  as  was  particularly  remarked  in  Bulgaria, 
and  are  liable  to  be  upset. 

The  French  system  of  mules,  with  chairs  and  cots,  I 
look  upon  as  exceedingly  useful,  for  these  animals  can  go 
over  ahiiost  any  ground  ;  and  I  am  strongly  of  opinion 
a  similar  system  should  be  adoj)ted  in  our  army,  Avith 
any  improvements  that  might  suggest  themselves.  But, 
in  addition  to  these,  we  should  have  light  four-wheeled 
spring  waggons,  someAvhat  like  those  vehicles  you 


doubtless  kncAv  well  in  Canada,  resembling  a  sort  of 
"  box  upon  wheels,"  and  most  useful  and  comfortable 
they  were,  and  fit  for  any  road.  The  dimensions  I 
do  not  recollect ;  but  let  the  box  part,  tlie  sides  and 
bottom,  covered  with  some  soft  material,  be  about 
four  feet  tliree  inches  Avide,  not  high,  and  sufficiently 
long  to  contain  two  persons  lying  abreaist,  Avith  their 
packs  for  pilloAvs,  to  be  drawn  by  one  mule,  and,  if 
necessary,  furnished  Avith  a  light  cover.  The  wheels 
not  to  be  too  high,  and  not  over  five  feet  in  Avidth 
from  Avheel  to  Avlieel.  Such  a  vehicle,  I  think,  Avould 
suit  very  Avell  for  men  very  ill  from  sickness  and 
Avounds  ;  for  Avitli  the  mules  alone  there  must  be,  in 
a  more  or  less  degree,  a  disagreeable  jolting  motion 
from  the  animals'  gait.  Let  a  certain  number  of 
such  vehicles,  and  of  mules  in  the  French  style,  along 
with  a  proper  proportion  of  staff  corps  to  "look  after 
them,  be  attached  to  each  regiment,  under  the  im- 
mediate orders  of  the  surgeon  or  medical  officer  in 
charge,  to  be  used  solely  for  the  hospital.  A  reserve 
force  of  the  same  should  be  attached  to  each  division. 
In  each  such  ambulance  a  small  medicine  chest,  fitted 
up  Avith  a  foAv  necessary  articles,  might  form  a  driver's 
seat,  if  such  Avas  considered  necessary.  Ten  bearers 
I  should  still  recommend  for  each  regiment,  as  very 
useful  to  be  carried  by  the  band,  Avhich  should,  on 
service,  be  placed  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
medical  officer  for  fatigue  or  other  duties,  on  account 
of  the  sick  or  hospital.  Each  bearer  requires  at  leasst 
four  men  to  carry  one  sick,  each  tAvo  relieving  the 
other  tAvo,  and,  as  the  band  are  liable  to  sickness  and 
death,  and  in  Highland  regiments  the  pipers  may  be 
otherAvise  employed,  some  j^rovision  should  be  made 
for  a  sufficient  number  of  men  for  the  ]:)urpose,  and 
not  left  to  the  option  of  commanding  oificers.  The 
band,  too,  should  not  be  encumbered  Avith  their  instru- 
ments, nor,  if  possible,  Avith  their  packs. 

I  have,  &c. 

Dr.  Linton,       (Signed)      John  G.  Wood,  M.D. 
&c.  Sec.  Surgeon  Reg.  Hosp. 


Representations  regarding  the  Sanitary  State  of  the  Army  in  the  East,  copied 
from  Letter  Books  received  from  the  Crimea  and  Scutari,  from  19th  May  1854  to 
17th  December  1855. 


No.  899. 

Dr.  Forrest  to  the  Assistant  Quartermaster-  General. 

Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office, 
Sir,  Gallipoli,  19th  May  1854. 

Froai  the  very  crowded  state  of  the  hospital 
marquees  in  the  camp  at  Bunlihar  and  Gallipoli,  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  for  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Major-General  commanding,  that  a 
circular  bell  tent  may  be  issued  to  each  regiment  in 
the  field  until  proper  accommodation  shall  be  provided 
for  the  sick  in  Gallipoli  or  at  the  Dardanelles. 

The  houses  given  over  to  me  as  hospitals  at  Galli- 
poli are  so  far  apart  from  each  other,  that  I  experience 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  regulating  and  conducting 
them  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I  am  therefore  of 
opinion  that,  with  the  exception  of  serious  cases  of 
fever,  inflammatory  complaints,  and  diseases  of  the 
eye,  diseases  of  minor  importance  should  be  treated 
by  the  regimental  medical  officers  on  the  spot. 

Under  this  impression,  I  beg  to  urge  upon  the 
Major-General  commanding  to  sanction,  as  a  tem- 


l^oraiy  arrangement,  an  additional  tent  to  each  regi- 
ment in  the  field. 

T  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Forrest,  M.D., 

Dep.  Insp. -General. 
The  Assistant  Quartermaster  General, 
&c.  &c. . 


No.  900. 

Dr.  Forrest  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office, 
Sir,  Gallipoli,  2d  June  1854. 

The  surgeon  of  the  28th  Regiment  having  re- 
ported to  me  that  he  attributes  tlie  increase  of  sickness 
to  the  employment  of  the  men  in  the  ])ublic  Avorks  at 
Bunlihar  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  I  have  the 
honour  to  suggest,  for  the  Major-General's  con- 
sideration, that'  the  Avorking  hours  may  be  as  follows, 
viz.  :  from  5  to  8  and  from  9  to  1 1  a.m.  and  from 
3  to  6  p.m. 
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Dr.  Young  adds,  that  imprudence  and  excess  on 
the  part  of  the  men  Jiave  had  their  influence. 

I  lla^  c,  &c. 
(Signed)      J.  Fokkkst,  M.D., 

Dep.  Insp.  General,  P.  M.  O. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  901. 

Dr.  Forrest  to  tlie  Assistant ' yldjufant-  General. 

Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office, 
Sir,  Gallipoli,  2d  June  1854. 

As  sickness  is  on  tlie  increase  in  the  camps,  and 
as  I  attribute  it  to  drunkenness  and  exposure  to  tlie 
rays  of  the  sun,  and  not  to  climate,  I  have  the  honour 
to  recommend  the  immediate  sujiprcssion  of  all 
drinking  Ijooths  in  the  neighliourhood  of  camps,  that 
the  soldiers  be  not  i)ermitted  to  get  Aviiie  from  their 
respective  canteens  until  after  dinner,  and  then  only 
in  a  limited  quantity,  that  the  sale  of  spirits  be  entirely 
prohibited,  and  that  no  sutler  be  permitted  to  locate 
himself  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camps  who  sells  wine  or 
spirits. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Fokkest,  M.D. 
The  Asst  Adjt. -General,  Depy.-Ins.  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  902. 

Sir,  Aladyne,  8lh  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  for  your  information 
that  on  the  6th  instant,  in  passing  thro'  the  village 
of  Zambessie,  which  is  the  snudl  village  beyond  the 
ford,  I  observed  a  case  of  variola  at  the  door  of  one  of 
the  houses. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  G.  Scott,  M.D., 
Dr.  Linton,  Surgeon  79th  Regiment. 

&c.  &c. 


Sir,  8th  July  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  report  that  a  case 
of  smallpox  had  been  seen  in  the  neighbouring  village 
of  Zambessie  beyond  the  ford,  and  I  would  therefore 
suggest  the  necessity  of  the  men  being  warned  against 
entering  tluit  village. 


No.  903. 

Dr.  Linton  to  Colonel  Cunning launc. 

Sir,  Camp,  Aladyne,  IBtli  Jidy  1854. 

It  having  been  reported  to  me  that  bad  and  un- 
wholesome wine  is  now  selling  in  the  canteen  of  the 
42d  Regiment,  and  as  at  this  time  every  jirecaution 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  bad  or  doubtful  wine  being 
used,  I  have  to  request  you  will  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  same. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  Linton, 
Inspector-Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

ColonelCunninghame, 
&c  &c. 


No.  904. 

Dr.  Forrest  to  ^lajor  the  Honourable  F.  Colbonie. 

3d  Division,  Camp,  near 
Sir,  Varna,  21st  July  1854. 

In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  dianduca,  I 
beg  to  recommend,  tor  the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  Major  General  eonnnanding,  that  the  main  guard 
and  guard  tents  be  supplied  with  rush  units, to  protect  the 
men  from  the  cold  and  danq)  ground  during  the  nights. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Fokuest,  M.D., 
Major  the  Hon,  F.  Colborne,       Depy.  Ins.-General. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  905. 

Staff  Surgeon  Menzies  to  Major  Sillery. 

Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office, 
Military  General  Hospital, 
Sir,  Scutara,  23d  July  1854. 

Finding  that  mutton  has  been  issued  to  the  troops 
for  some  time  passed  as  part  of  their  rations,  and  that 
beef  of  good  quality  is  not  procurable,  I  would  beg  to 
reconnnend  that  salt  beef  and  pork  should  be  supplied 
from  the  Commissariat  stores  two  days  in  the  week, 
in  lieu  of  mutton,  considering  that  a  change  of  food  is 
always  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  troops,  and  par- 
ticularly at  the  present  time,  when  there  is  so  much 
dispositioji  to  ])Owel  complaints. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 
Major  Sillery,  Staff  Surgeon  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  906. 
(Memorandum.) 
Camp,  Alladyne,  24th  July  1854. 
As  much  bathing  in  the  lake  is  considered  un- 
healthy at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  is  recommended 
that  there  should  be  only  one  bathing  parade  in  the 
week,  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness  ;  that  they  take 
place  early  in  the  morning  or  cool  of  the  evening,  at 
a  part  of  the  lake  Avhere  it  is  free  from  weeds,  and 
with  a  sound  bottom  ;  that  the  operation  of  bathing 
or  Avashing  should  not  exceed  a  period  of  five  minutes; 
and  that  the  men  should  not  be  allowed  to  loiter  on 
the  banks  of  the  lake  or  its  vicinity  before  or  after- 
wards. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  the  latrines  in  the 
camp  continue  to  be  covered  with  a  depth  of  two 
inches  of  earth,  morning  and  evening  ;  that  the  ma- 
nure from  the  horses,  &c.  be  carefully  swept  into  the 
pits,  and  also  covered  daily. 

Further,  that  the  introduction  of  all  fruit  into  the 
camp  should  be  prohibited. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  Linton, 

Dep.  Inspector-Gen.  of  Hospitals. 


No.  907. 

Staff  Surgeon  Anderson  to  Staff  Surgeon  Menzies. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sir,  4th  August  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  your  informa- 
tion, that  the  privies  in  the  south-western  angle  of 
the  barracks  are  in  such  a  state  of  disrepair  as  by 
contamination  of  the  atmosphere  in  that  part  of  the 
building  to  endanger  the  health  of  the  troops.  The 
extreme  conijiartments  of  the  privy  on  the  ground- 
floor,  especially  that  at  the  western  end,  is  in  a  most 
fllthy  and  offensive  condition,  from  the  bursting  of 
the  soil  tubes  leading  from  the  iqjper  stories. 

There  is  from  the  openings  in  the  tubes  a  constant 
flow  or  dropping.  The  floors  are  covered  with  excre- 
ments, and  the  stench  is  sickening. 

The  main  sewer  leading  from  the  privies  at  this 
angle  is  empty  and  dry,  proving  an  obstruction  at  or 
near  its  commencement. 

In  the  Commissariat  vault,  situated  in  this  part  of 
the  building,  there  is  a  hydro-sulphurated  exhalation, 
which  doubtless  arises  from  the  obstruction  above 
adverted  to. 

In  connection  with  this  oljstruction,  and  the  burst- 
ing of  the  tubes,  I  have  to  remark,  that  the  barrack 
privies  are  evidently  not  only  made  to  fulfil  their 
legitimate  end,  but  are  also  used  as  lay-stalls  for  the 
recci)tion  of  every  species  of  refuse,  and  it  is  there- 
fore not  surprising  that  the  tubes  should  become 
choked,  and  at  last  give  way. 

The  deleterious  consequences  to  health  by  these 
exhalations,  and  the  urgent  call  for  an  eft'ectual  repair 
of  that  part  of  the  barracks  which  I  have  specified, 

Bb  4 


200  APPENDIX  TO  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFOPvE  THE  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE 


it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should  dilate  upon  in  a  com- 
munication addressed  to  you. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Anderson,  M.D., 

Staff'  Sui-geon,  2nd  Class, 
Sanitary  Superintendent. 

Staff  Surgeon  Menzies, 
&c.  &c. 


I  made  the  necessary  representation  of  the  state 
of  the  privies  to  Major  Sillery,  and  steps  were 
taken  by  the  engineer  to  remedy,  in  some  measure, 
the  evil  complained  of. 

(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 


No.  908. 

Staff  Surgeon  Menzies  to  Major  Sillery. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sir,  11th  August  1854. 

It  occurs  to  me  that,  considering  the  very  bad 
quality  of  the  provisions  that  have  been  of  late  sup- 
plied to  the  troops  here  by  the  contractor,  both  as 
regards  the  bread  and  meat  (fresh),  and  also  the 
difficulty  at  times  of  procuring  proper  vegetables, 
that  an  issue  of  rice  daily,  with  lime  juice  twice  a 
week,  would  be  very  desirable  for  preserving  tlie 
health  of  the  troops  at  the  present  unhealthy  season, 
and  more  especially  as  I  am  inclined  to  consider 
some  of  the  bowel  complaints  that  have  come  under 
treatment  as  of  a  scorbutic  character,  and  to  have 
arisen  from  diet  deficient  in  variety  and  nutritive 
properties,  favoured,  no  doubt,  also,  by  other  atmo- 
spherical causes  highly  debilitating  to  the  consti- 
tution. 

The  rice,  from  its  astringent  properties,  would 
greatly  tend,  if  well  cooked,  to  clieck  the  prevailing 
epidemic,  looseness  of  the  bowels  ;  and  the  lime  juice, 
given  witli  a  little  sugar  with  the  ration  spirits  after 
dinner,  would  prove  an  excellent  antiscorbutic. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Duncan  Menzies, 
Major  Sillery,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  909. 

Staff  Surgeon  Menzies  to  Major  Sillerij. 

General  Hospital, 
Sir,  Scutari,  21st  Aug.  1854, 

Having  received  instructions  from  the  Inspector 
General  of  Hospitals  to  prepare  additional  accommo- 
dation in  barracks  for  any  sick  or  Avounded  men  that 
may  be  sent  from  the  army  in  the  field,  and  having 
arranged  to  occupy  that  portion  of  the  building  facing 
Constantinople,  and  half  of  the  range  towards  the 
Sea  of  Marmora,  may  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  directions  to  have  the  rooms  in  each  of  these 
ranges  (both  stories)  properly  purified  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  sick,  by  having  the  rooms  well  washed  out, 
and  the  walls  and  passages  whitewashed,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 
Major  Sillery,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  910. 

Staff  Surgeon  Menzies  to  His  Excellency  Lord 
Stratford  de  RedcUffe,  G.C.B. 

Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office, 
My  Lord,  Scutari,  26th  Oct.  1854. 

With  reference  to  the  communications  I  had  the 
honour  to  make  to  your  Lordship  yesterday,  I  now 
beg  to  state,  that,  having  consulted  with  the  officers 
at  the  head  of  the  apothecary's  and  purveying  depart- 
ments, as  to  what  farther  supplies  of  medicines  and 
stores  may  be  required  for  the  comfort  and  susten- 


ance of  the  sick  and  wounded,  I  have  to  observe,  that 
I  find,  as  far  as  our  present  wamts  extend,  we  are 
satisfactorially  supplied,  and  more  expected  daily 
from  England  and  Varna. 

In  so  far  as  the  resources  of  the  neighbourhood  are 
concerned,  it  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  of 
late  any  deficiency,  and  that  the  quality  of  the 
hospital  supplies  has  improved.  There  are,  however, 
a  few  matters  in  which  the  Turkish  Government 
might  probably  afford  assistance,  viz.,  in  a  further 
loan  of  Turkish  bedding  and  utensils,  such  as  tables, 
chairs.  Sec. ;  and  it  is  stated  to  me  by  the  purveyor 
that  the  Seraskeir,  who  formerly  furnished  some  bed- 
ding, &c.,  was  pleased  to  promise  every  assistance  in 
his  power,  in  the  event  of  necessity. 

The  erection  of  stoves  in  the  barracks  and  hospital 
at  Scutari,  for  the  comfort  of  the  sick  and  wounded, 
is  also  a  matter  of  considerable  importance,  and  will 
require  speedy  attention,  to  be  prepared  for  the 
winter  season. 

I  feel  extremely  obliged  for  the  interest  your  Lord- 
ship has  kindly  taken  in  assisting  us  on  this  im- 
portant occasion;  and  as  the  Government  appears  desi- 
rous of  every  information,  I  beg  to  observe,  that  the 
sick  and  wounded  in  this  hospital,  up  to  the  present 
time,  have  wanted  for  no  surgical  ajjpliances,  and  they 
have  received  every  care  and  attention  which  their 
situation  so  imperatively  demanded. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Duncan-  Menzies, 
His  Excellency        D.  Ins.-Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
Lord  Stratford  de  Redcliffe,  G.C.B. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  911. 

Surgeon  Mouat  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  White. 

Camp,  near  Head  Quarters, 
Sir,  2d  November  1854. 

With  reference  to  the  morning  state  of  sick  in 
the  6th  Dragoons  not  shewing  the  actual  sanitory 
condition  of  the  regiment,  for  the  information  of 
higher  authority,  medical  and  military,  I  am  fully 
aware  such  is  the  case,  but  as  a  large  number  of  men 
attend  the  hospital  every  morning  who  are  suffering 
from  mere  relaxation  of  the  bowels,  Avithout  any 
derangement  of  their  general  health  (unfitting  them 
lor  duty),  such  men  cannot  be  taken  into  hospital, 
without  injuriously  crowding  our  limited  hospital 
accommodation,  nor  can  they  appear  on  morning 
parade  whilst  imder  the  influence  of  medicine.  As 
the  cause  of  these  trifling  bowel  affections  is  in  a 
great  measure  dependent  on  exposure,  and  the  nature 
of  the  duties  performed  at  this  inclement  season  of 
the  year,  as  well  as  the  Avant  of  proper  clothing,  I 
would  beg  respectfully  to  suggest,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  authority,  Avhether  such  parades  on  Avet  morn- 
ings, in  our  present  position,  Avithin  an  entrenched 
camp,  as  Avell  as  the  night  picket,  might  not  be 
advantageously  dispensed  Avith,  as  it  is  impossible  the 
men  can  dry  their  clothes  or  sustain  that  amount  of 
animal  temperature  Avhich  is  absolutely  necessary, 
not  to  say  for  their  health,  but  in  the  instances  of 
delicate  men,  for  their  lives  I  deem  this  matter  of 
so  urgent  and  important  a  nature  as  to  desire  to  press 
it  ujion  the  serious  consideration  of  authority,  that  no 
time  may  he  lost  in  i-emedying,  as  far  as  circumstances 
Avill  permit,  the  sad  condition  of  our  men,  tAvo  of 
Avhom  are  at  this  moment  dying,  apparently  from 
cold  and  Avant  of  pro])er  means  of  sustaining  animal 
heat.  I  would  likcAvise  Avish  to  bring  to  your  notice 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  fuel,  even  to  cook  the  men's 
rations  in  hospital,  to  say  nothing  of  the  impossibility 
of  affording  them  Avarm  drinks,  &c. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Mouat, 
Surgeon,  6th  IniskiUen  Dragoons. 

Lieut.-Col.  White, 
Commanding  6th  Dragoons. 


INTO  THE  REGULATIONS  AFFECTING  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  ARMY,  &;c. 


This  letter  was  duly  forwarded  hj  the  Commanding 
Officer  to  the  General  Commanding,  but  elicited  no 
further  notice  than  a  formal  hint  from  the  Major  of 
Brigade  that  the  duties  alluded  to  were  a  purely 
military  matter,  and  I  was  rather  outstepping  my 
province. 

(Signed)       J.  M. 


No.  912. 

Staff  Surgeon  Menzies  to  Bear-Admiral  Boxer. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
SiK,  5th  November  1854. 

Having  this  afternoon  received  a  most  peremp- 
tory order  to  provide  without  delay  for  the  arrival  of 
a  large  number  of  sick  and  Avounded  that  may  be 
hourly  expected  from  the  Crimea,  I  have  particularly 
and  most  earnestly  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
order  a  steamer  to  be  despatched,  if  not  already  gone, 
to  Varna,  to  bring  down  all  the  bedding  and  other 
stores  left  there,  and  which  we  now  here  stand  so 
much  in  need  of.  I  will  tliank  you  to  let  me  have 
your  immediate  reply  to  this.  If  you  can  in  the 
meantime  give  us  a  supply  of  boards  and  trestles,  I 
should  feel  greatly  obliged. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Menzies, 

l.st  Class  Start"  Surgeon. 

Rear-Admiral  Boxer, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  913. 

Surgeon  3Iouat  to  Lt.-Colonel  Jlliite. 

Camp,  Kutor,  Kin-a-Katch,  near 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  10th  November  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  communication  to  you  of 
the  21st  intant,  on  the  health  of  the  corps, 

I  beg  again  earnestly  to  Ijring  to  your  notice,  and 
that  of  the  military  authorities,  the  necessity  of  sup- 
plying the  men  with  sufficient  warm  clothing;  and, 
above  all,  the  urgent  necessity  of  providing,  if  possible, 
some  more  efficient  shelter  and  protection  for  the  sick 
than  the  thin  canvas  regulation  tent,  which  is  a  most 
inadequate  cover  from  such  weather  as  we  have  lately 
experienced,  and  from  which,  if  continued,  I  anticipate 
the  most  deplorable  results.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
visit  a  hospital  tent  after  rain  to  witness  the  wretched, 
cold,  and  comfortless  condition  of  the  sick;  for  instance, 
yesterday,  and  it  is  not  the  iirst  time,  it  was  impossible 
to  keep  a  fire  lighted,  or  to  supply  the  sick  with  those 
comforts  they  so  much  need,  as  warm  tea,  arrowroot, 
&c.  The  duties  of  a  dragoon  are  necessarily  very 
severe,  entailing  much  exposure,  and  the  men  in  the 
lines  so  constantly  wet,  and  their  feet  so  swollen,  as  to 
be  oljliged  to  seek  refuge  in  hos])ital,  to  remove  their 
boots  and  di-y  their  clothes,  which  sometimes  they  are 
unable  to  efi'ect.  I  am  aware  that  many  of  the  hard- 
.ships  and  privations  to  which  soldiers  in  the  field  are 
subjected  are  unavoidable  ;  but  surely  some  kind  of 
efficient  permanent  accommodation  might  be  at  once 
provided  for  the  hospital  of  the  Brigade,  and  cook- 
houses erected  in  Avliich  warm  water,  tea,  &c.  could 
at  any  time  be  provided,  irrespective  of  the  weather. 
As  senior  officer  of  the  Brigade,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
bring  the  miserable  condition  of  the  sick  ])r()minently 
to  the  notice  of  the  authorities,  medical  and  military, 
that  some  steps  may  be  taken  l)efore  the  weather 
again  changes  to  improve  their  condition.  In  the 
above  sentiments  all  the  regimental  medical  staff,  of 
the  Brigade  concur;  and  I  trust  I  shall  have  your 
sanction  and  support,  as  well  as  that  of  tlie  senior 
officer  of  the  department,  in  the  al)ovc  suggestion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  ]Mou.vt, 
Surgeon,  6th  Inniskillen  Dragoons. 
Lt.-Colonel  White, 
&c.  &c. 

This  letter  was  forwarded  by  Colonel  White,  thro' 
the  Brigade  INIajor,  to  the  General  conunanding,  liut 
elicited  no  reply  or  notice  from  the  military  authorities. 
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On  the  12th  November  I  received  several  Turkish 
mats  and  tarpaulins  through  the  principal  medical 
officer. 

(Signed)       J.  M. 


No.  914. 

Mr.  Anderson  to  Major  Wood. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  7th  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Lieutenant  :General  Commanding,  and  by  desire 
of  Deputy  Inspector  General,  who  is  at  present,  from 
sickness,  unable  to  write,  that  the  Deputy  Inspector 
General  does  not  consider  the  ground  on  which  the 
9th  Regiment  is  encamped,  more  unhealthy  than  that 
occupied  by  the  other  regiments.  He  considers  that 
the  sickness  and  mortality  are  attributalde  entirely  to 
the  exposure  and  damp  following  the  depressing 
effects  of  tlie  climate  of  Malta.  2nd,  the  tents  were 
supi)lied  by  the  Quartermaster  Generals,  and  not  by 
the  medical  department,  and  that  Dr.  Hall  requested 
a  party  might  be  sent  for  new  cots,  in  order  that  the 
comfort  of  the  men  might  be  increased,  and  that  the 
Deputy  Inspector  General  will  send  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant General  Commanding,  a  copy  of  the  letter, 
when  he  is  able  to  write. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Major  Wood,  1st  Class  Staff- Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  915. 

Dr.  Hall  to  Brigadier  General  Airey. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  19th  December  1854. 

The  "  Australian  "  steamer,  which  was  named 
for  the  reception  of  sick,  having  been  suddenly 
diverted  to  other  service  by  the  Agent  of  Transports, 
when  her  equipment  was  nearly  completed,  and  the 
"  Lady  McNaghten,"  capable  of  conveying  about  90 
sick,  substituted  in  her  place,  I  request  that  further 
accommodation  may  be  applied  for  at  once,  because 
Avhat  has  been  assigned  by  the  Agent  of  Transports  is 
totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  present  exigencies  of 
our  heavy  and  rapidly  increasing  list  ;  larger  steamers 
must  be  set  apart  for  the  conveyance  of  sick  than  the 
two  named  by  Captain  Christie,  or  we  shall  never  be 
able  to  keep  the  sick-list  within  bounds. 

I  hope  too  that  something  will  soon  be  done  to  put 
the  new  building  at  the  General  Hospital  at  Balaklava 
in  a  habitable  state,  as  nothing  has  as  yet  been  done 
to  it,  and  the  pressure  there  for  want  of  accommoda- 
tion is  very  great. 

Our  share  of  the  "  Pride  of  the  Ocean  "  receiving 
.ship,  and  the  "Ottawa"  steamer,  are  both  full  at 
present. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Hall, 
Brigr.  General  Airey,    Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  916. 

Mr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  25t]i  December  1854. 

I  HAVE  to  call  your  attention  to  the  delapitated 
state  of  the  wing  of  the  hospital,  which  I  have  this 
day  inspected,  and  beg  to  state  my  conviction  that 
the  purveyor  (while  this  building  remains  in  its 
present  state,)  cannot  in  justice  be  held  responsible 
for  cither  the  safety  of  the  arms  and  accoutrements 

C  c 
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of  the  men  in  hospital,  or  for  the  prevention  of 
nuisances  within  its  bounds. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff- Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  917. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Haines. 

Army  Medical  Department, 
Sir,  29th  December  1854. 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  protest  against 
the  establishment  of  the  commissariat  transport  camp 
behind  or  the  bazaar  upon  the  right  of  the  Hospital, 
as  it  is  very  necessary  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view, 
that  these  spaces  should  be  kept  clear  of  malaria, 
either  human  or  animal. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson,  M.D. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Haines,  Staif- Surgeon, 

&c.       &c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  918. 

Dr.  A7iderson  to  Lieut.-Col.  Haines. 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  30th  December,  1854. 

I  BEG  leave  to  call  your  pointed  attention  to  the 
prevalence  of  one  or  two  nuisances,  the  removal  of 
which  would,  in  my  opinion,  tend  considerably  to  the 
improvement  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town. 

And  fii'st  let  me  bring  before  you  the  filthy  state  of 
that  part  occupied  by  the  Turkish  troops.  Death 
seems  now  busy  with  its  victims,  and  of  what  the 
unfortunates  die  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 
Judging  from  appearances,  I  should  say  typhus,  and 
this  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  eventually  degenerate  into 
plague,  whereby  Christians  as  well  as  Turks  will  be 
swept  off  wholesale. 

Another  very  crying  nuisance  is  the  existence  of 
that  sea  of  foetid  mud  near  the  wharf  where  the  sick 
are  embarked.  This  emits  a  malaria  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  health  of  the  town,  extremely  delete- 
rious to  the  sick  who  may  have  to  wait  there  for 
embarcation,  and  likely  to  be  productive  of  the  worst 
effects  to  the  health  of  those  two  energetic  officers 
Lieut.  Goose,  R.N.,  and  S.  A.  S.  Tarrant,  who,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  duties,  have  to  remain  there 
many  hours  each  day. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  A.  Anderson,  M.D. 

Lieut.-Col.  Haines, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  919. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Capt.  Christie,  R.N. 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  5th  January  1855. 

The  stove  not  having  been  supplied  to  the 
officers  on  board  the  "  Medway,"  and  constant  com- 
plaints being  daily  made  to  me,  through  the  medical 
officer  who  attends  the  sick  on  board,  I  beg  respectfully 
to  request  that  you  will  either  order  the  captain  of 
the  vessel  to  supply  the  necessary  means  of  warmth, 
or  that  you  will  authorise  the  removal  of  the  sick 
officers  to  another  ship  better  appointed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson,  M.D. 
Captain  Christie,  R.N. 

&c.  &o. 


No.  920, 

Dr.  Pine  to  Lieut.- Gen.  Sir  R.  England,  K.C.B. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  5th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  the 
following  facts  connected  with  the  Division.  I  am 
in  the  daily  receipt  of  memoranda  from  the  Inspector- 
General  of  Hospitals,  urging  me  to  press  on  the 
notice  of  medical  officers  in  charge  of  regiments  the 
propriety  of  getting  various  necessaries  from  Bala- 
klava— necessaries  of  vital  importance — for  instance, 
blankets,  stoves,  medicine  chests,  and  wooden  huts. 
The  medical  officers  are  totally  without  means  of 
carriage,  and  the  Commissariat  department  and  the 
Quartermaster  General's  department  render  no  assist- 
ance. Much  of  the  time  of  the  surgeons  is  taken  up 
in  drawing  out  requisitions,  which  are  entirely  un- 
attended to.  Yet  there  is  an  appearance  of  arrange- 
ment which  is  appearance  only.  I  believe  that  Lord 
Raglan  is  in  ignorance  of  our  utter  powerlessness, 
and  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  you  should 
bring  it  to  his  notice.  The  health  of  the  troops  is 
failing  rapidly ;  and  unless  they  are  better  housed, 
better  fed,  better  clad,  and  less  worked,  the  division 
will  be  annihilated  speedily. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       C.  Pine, 

Prin.  Med.  Officer,  &c. 
Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  R.  England,  K.C.B., 
&c.  &c. 


No.  921. 

Dr.  Pine  to  Lieut.- Colonel  Colborne. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  10th  January  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment for  the  information  of  the  Lieut.-General  Com- 
m.mding  the  Division,  in  reply  to  your  note  of  this 
morning. 

Enclosed  is  a  return  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  issue 
of  provisions,  &c.  to  the  3rd  Division  from  the  19th 
December  1854  to  the  8th  January  1855,  with  the 
exception  of  two  days,  for  which  there  are  no  refer- 
ences ;  but  on  one  of  those  days,  Christmas  Day,  I  am 
informed  there  was  no  meat  issued  at  all.  The 
return  is  made  up  from  morning  statements  sent  to  me 
by  order  of  Sir  Richard.  It  fully  bears  me  out  in  all 
that  I  stated  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  but  it  does 
not  show  the  whole  of  the  mischief,  for  frequently 
the  issue  has  been  made  at  so  late  an  hour  that  the 
men  have  been  unable  to  cook  their  food  before  going 
into  the  trenches,  and  those  coming  from  the  trenches 
could  receive  coffee  only,  because  the  cooking  utensils 
will  not  admit  of  the  preparation  of  meat  and  coffee 
at  the  same  time.  I  am  assured  that  the  men  have 
eaten  their  rations  raw. 

Sir  Richard  must  have  observed  that  I  laid  much 
less  stress  on  the  amount  of  provisions  issued  than 
upon  the  difficulty  which  the  men  have  in  procuring 
wood  and  in  finding  time  to  cook  their  meats. 

I  spoke  of  the  little  aid  which  the  division  receives 
from  the  Commissariat  department  and  from  the 
Quartermaster  General's  department  in  the  way  of 
transport.  This  want  of  transport  is  our  great  diffi- 
culty. I  believe  that  there  is  abundance  at  Balaklava, 
if  we  could  Imt  avail  ourselves  of  it.  Had  we  trans- 
port, our  sick  might  be  removed  more  frequently,  and 
the  marquees  become  again  what  they  Avere  intended 
to  be  originally-— receiving  places  only.  Tins  want 
of  transport  is  so  notorious  that  it  will  be  utter  waste 
of  time  my  trying  to  prove  that  it  does  exist ;  the 
want  can  be  better  known  to  no  one  than  Sir  Richard 
England  himself. 

Sir  Richard  asks,  do  I  recommend  that  the  ration 
should  be  increased  ?  Most  certainly  I  do  recom- 
mend that  it  be  made  more  suitable  and  luitritious  by 
the  substitution  of  roasted  for  green  coffee,  the  addi- 
tion of  more  rice,  by  vegetables,  and  by  fresh  meat. 
Each  man  should  have  an  oz.  of  lime  juice  with  his 
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rum  daily.  The  meals  should  be  three  in  number, 
biscuit  and  hot  colFee  night  and  morning,  and  a  meat 
dinner  with  rice  and  vegetables.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  can  go  further  usefully  into  the  subject.  I  had  no 
wish  to  1)6  tlie  communicator  of  unpleasant  truths  to 
his  lordship,  but  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  speak  as  I 
did. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       C.  Pink, 
Lt.-Col.  Colborne,  1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon, 

&c.       &c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  922. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieut- Col.  Haines. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  12tli  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  this  day 
went  on  board  the  "  Golden  Fleece,"  that  I  consider 
her  much  too  crowded,  and  would  recommend 
(strongly)  that  the  drafts  of  regiments  should  either 
be  landed  from  her  or  transferred  to  ahother  vessel. 
Cholera  in  a  mild  form  (angl)  is  on  Ijoard,  but  is 
likely  to  be  very  aggravated  should  the  39th  and 
drafts  of  other  corps,  upwards  of  1100  remain 
together. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson. 
Lieut-Colonel  Haines,  Staff  Surgeon, 

&c.       &c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  923. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  15th  January  1855. 

I  BEG  leave,  through  you,  again  to  call  the 
pointed  attention  of  the  authorities  to  a  subject  which 
I  represented  to  them  in  a  letter  dated  30th  Decem- 
ber. The  number  of  deaths  among  the  Turkish 
soldiery  here  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  im- 
peratively to  call  for  an  enquiry,  and  I  would  also 
suggest  that  their  burial  ground  should  be  brought 
under  observation,  as  I  have  been  assured  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Hayward  and  Captain  Ross,  tlie  D.  A. 
Quarter  Master  General,  that  the  bodies  are  barely 
covered,  and  in  some  cases  the  lower  extremities  are 
projecting  from  the  ground. 

When  the  warm  weather  sets  in,  or  when  the 
temperature  becomes  even  a  little  milder  than  it  is  at 
present,  should  nothing  be  done  in  the  mean  time  in 
the  way  of  removing  the  above-mentioned  febrile 
sources  of  disease,  and  in  cleaning  that  portion  of 
Balaklava  now  occupied  by  the  Turks,  I  am  confident 
that  we  shall  have  plague  in  its  worst  form. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon, 

&c.    &c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  924. 


Dr.  Anderson. to  Lieut.- Col.  Harding. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  23d  January  1855, 

I  WOULD,  through  you,  press  most  urgently  on 
the  authorities  the  necessity  of  affording  a  little  more 
comfort  to  the  sick  who  now  come  down  in  such 
numbers  from  camp.  This  is  the  more  rcfiuired  while 
they  are  as  at  present  brought  down  in  such  large 
numbers  on  the  sides  of  mules,  from  which  they  are 
very  hurriedly  dismounted,  the  consequence  of  which 
is,  that  the  poor  creatures  are  left  sitting  either  in  the 
mud  or  on  any  convenient  ])lank. 

The  tent  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  is  much  too 
far  off  to  be  of  use,  and  1  would  tlierefore  suggest  the 
immediate  erection  of  one  or  two  wooden  huts,  close 
to  the  wharf,  to  be  provided  with  benches,  stove,  &c. 


so  that  the  more  exhausted  might  have  shelter,  till 
they  could  be  conveyed  on  board  ship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.-Col.  Harding,  Staff  Surgeon, 

&c.       &c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  925. 


Mr,  T.  D.  Hume  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
Sir,  23d  January  1855. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  hospital  huts  and  marquees 
of  the  division  are  four  tents  occupied  by  Turks  in 
charge  of  ammunition  jjonies.  Tliese  men  are  under 
the  orders  of  Serjeant  Murphy,  R.A.,  who  says  that 
he  can  get  them  to  do  nothing,  yet  they  are  driving  a 
thriving  trade  l)y  selling  oranges  and  figs,  and,  I  feel 
confident,  liquor,  since  drunken  men  are  to  be  seen 
leaving  the  neighbourhood,  which  is  always  in  a  most 
filthy  state.  I  may  observe,  that  the  ponies  appear 
to  be  entirely  neglected.  My  object  in  wi'iting  is  in 
the  hope  of  having  the  entire  establishment  removed 
to  some  more  fitting  locality;  and  I  request  that  you 
will  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  proper 
authorities. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  D.  Hume, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  class, 

Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals,  &c.  &c. 

&c.  &c, 


No.  926. 


Dr.  A.  Anderson  to  lAeut.- Colonel  Harding. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  24th  January  1855. 

I  BEG  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  crowd 
of  jiedlars  who  sell  their  wares  close  to  the  remains 
of  the  walls  enclosing  the  vineyard  in  front  of  the 
hospital,  and  would  suggest  their  removal,  as  they 
interfere  sadly  with  proper  discipline. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  a  sentry  should  be 
posted  at  the  bottom  of  the  vineyard,  next  the  road, 
to  prevent  the  Turks  and  others  committing  nuisances 
therein. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Harding,  Staff  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  927. 

Dr.  A.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  24th  .January  1855. 

When  the  sick  reached  Balaklava  yesterday,  I 
observed  that  many  of  those  labouring  under  frost- 
bite had  neither  stockings,  shoes,  nor  even  a  flannel 
bandage  to  protect  their  feet  from  the  cold.  Two 
men,  Campbell,  30t]i  Regiment,  and  Marlow,  95th, 
suffered  very  much  from  having  their  feet  quite  bare. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


.  No.  928. 

Dr.  A.  Anderson  to  Lieut.- Colonel  Haines. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  25th  January  1855. 

I  BEG  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  of  nine  medical  officers  being  cooped  up  in  one 
quarter  in  the  hospital,  and  would  suggest  that  Staff 
Surgeon  nanl)ury,  the  superintending  surgeon,  should 
be  allowed  a  separate  quarter  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
■     ■•  •      C  c  2 
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hospital.  Within  the  last  six  weeks  there  were 
fewer  occupants.  I  have  had  to  invalid  four  medical 
officers  who  were  prostrated  hj  fever  ;  and  I  do  not 
think  that  the  saluljrity  of  the  apartment  will  be 
improved  by  overcrowding,  as  at  present. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Haines,  Staff  Surgeon,  &c. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  929. 
Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  25th  January  1855. 

I  BEG  leave  to  state  that  a  large  number  of  sick 
came  down  to  day,  without  any  previous  warning, 
after  intimation  had  been  given  to  the  Adjutant 
General  that  there  was  no  accommodation.  They 
appear  to  have  come  down  independently^  in  many 
instances,  of  the  principal  medical  officers  of  divi- 
sions. 

Our  hospital  is  so  crowded  that  it  Avill  not  admit 
another  patient,  so  we  had  to  put  up  a  marquee,  and 
fill  a  hut  at  the  wharf.  I  regret  to  have  to  mention 
that  the  drafts  from  two  ships  come  ashore  to  morrow 
leaving  in  one  55,  in  the  other  60  sick. 

As  the  "  Golden  Fleece  "  is  to  be  emptied,  I  am  in 
liopes  we  may  liave  her  told  off,  as  she  will  hold  550 
or  600. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)      A.  Anderson,  M.D. 

Dr.  Hall, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  930. 

Dr.  Hume  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  3d  Division, 
Sir,  26th  January  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you  that  both  sick 
and  well  of  the  division  are  upon  salt  rations,  and  that 
the  divisional  commissariat  officer  cannot  say  when 
he  will  be  able  to  supply  fresh  meat  again. 

I  am  ignorant  of  tlie  measures  which  have  been 
taken  to  provide  fresh  meat  and  lime  juice,  but  it  is 
my  duty  to  report  to  you  that  those  are  the  articles  of 
which  the  troops  generally  stand  in  immediate  need. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  D.  Hume, 
Dr.  Hall,  Prin.  Med.  Officer  3rd  Division. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  931. 
Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  28th  January  1855. 

I  REGRET  to  have  to  report  to  you  that  there  are 
two  cases  of  small  pox  amongst  the  sick  of  the  drafts 
on  board  the  "  Adelaide,"  and  on  case  in  the  14  the 
Regiment.  As  the  "  Adelaide "  is  empty,  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  leave  them  on  board,  and  the  case 
of  the  14th  on  board  the  "  Emeu  "  has  been  separated, 
and  disinfecting  fluids  employed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson,  M.D. 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  932. 
Dr.  Latvson  to  Dr.  Cumming. 

General  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sir,  9th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
a  letter  from  the  Director  General  of  the  18th  Janu- 
ary last,  calling  for  information  regarding  the  sewerage 


of  the  general  hospital  here,  together  with  the  con- 
dition and  position  of  the  burial  ground,  &c. 

The  annexed  sketch  gives  tlie  position  of  the  hos- 
pital with  reference  to  the  sea  and  to  the  burial 
ground,  and  siiews  the  coiirse  of  the  sewers.  The 
surface  slopes  from  some  distance  in  front  of  the 
hospital  to  the  top  of  the  cliff  over  the  sea,  and  no 
water  lodges  anywhere  near  it. 

The  cliff"  is  from  30  to  50  feet  high. 

The  sewers  require  constant  attention,  and,  as 
well  as  the  pipes  of  the  privies  leading  to  them, 
are  frequently  obstructed  by  the  soldiers  throwing 
soiled  articles  of  clothing  and  other  matters  into 
tliem  which  cannot  be  removed  by  water.  The  con- 
dition of  the  privies  had  been  the  subject  of  con- 
sideration previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  Director 
General's  letter,  and  they  are  now  undergoing  a  pro- 
cess of  cleaning,  which  will  be  continued  throughout 
the  whole  course  of  the  sewers. 

The  position  of  the  burial  ground  is  given  in  the 
annexed  sketch.  The  bodies  are  mostly  placed  in 
considerable  numbers  in  large  graves,  and  in  some 
instances  they  must  have  been  in  two  tiers  at  least. 
The  graves,  I  have  learned  from  the  Catholic  clergy- 
man, have,  owing  to  the  shallowness  of  the  soil, 
occasionally  been  not  more  than  four  feet  deep,  though 
generally  the  depth  is  from  six  to  seven  feet,  and 
latterly  only  one  tier  of  bodies  is  placed  in  each. 
The  soil  in  wliich  the  graves  are  dug  is  a  sandy  clay, 
which,  when  moist,  forms  a  tenacious  mass,  but  which 
becomes  friable  on  drying. 

The  bodies  are  brought  to  the  burial  ground  at 
present  on  stretchers  carried  by  natives. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  bring  them  on  a  bullock 
cart,  but  the  arrangements  were  faulty,  and  the  plan 
failed. 

I  can  see  no  difficulty  in  having  a  proper  convey- 
ance prepared  for  the  purpose  on  the  spot,  using 
bullocks  for  traction. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       R.  Lawson, 
Dr.  Cumming,  Dep.  Inspector  General. 

&c.  8cc. 


No,  933. 

Dr.  Hume  to  Lieut.- Colonel  PFood,  Sd  Division. 

Camp,  3d  Division, 
Sir,  9th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Lieutenant  General  Commanding, 
that  both  sick  and  well  of  the  division  are  upon  salt 
rations,  and  that  the  divisional  Commissariat  officer 
cannot  say  when  he  will  able  to  supply  fresh  meat 
again. 

I  am  ignorant  of  the  means  which  have  been 
taken  to  provide  fresh  meat  and  lime  juice,  but  it  is 
my  duty  to  report  to  you  that  those  are  the  articles 
of  which  the  troops  generally  stand  in  immediate 
need. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  D.  Hume, 
Lleut.-Colonel  Wood,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  934. 

Dr.  Hume  to  Lieut.' Colonel  the  Hon.  F.  Colborne* 

The  Camp, 

Sir,  10th  February  1855. 

My  especial  attention  having  been  called  by  the 
Surgeon  of  the  28th  Regiment  to  the  state  of  some  of 
the  tents  occupied  by  the  men  of  that  corps,  I  beg 
to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lieutenant 
General  Commanding,  that  many  of  them  are  quite 
worn  out,  full  of  holes,  cannot  be  closed  for  want  of 
proper  fastenings,  and  are  quite  pervious  to  water. 
About  100  sick  men  are  disposed  of  in  some  of  these 
tents. 
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I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  these  habitations  arc 
not  calculated  for  the  reception  of  healthy  men,  and 
I  would  suggest  that  the  most  urgent  energetic 
endeavours  should  be  made  to  remedy  the  evil  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  D.  Hume, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class, 

the  Hon.  F.  Colborne. 


No.  935. 

Dr.  Hume  to  Lieut.-Colonel  the  Hon.  F.  Colborne. 

The  Camp,  3d  Division, 
Sir,  12th  February  18.55. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's 
date,  stating  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
28th  Regiment  had  been  directed  to  accommodate  the 
sick  men  in  the  best  tents,  and  that  no  new  ones  are 
to  be  had  at  present,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lieutenant  Greneral 
Connnanding,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  upon  the 
Quartermaster  General's  department  to  take  more 
effectual  steps  to  remedy  the  evil  alluded  to  in  my 
letter  Avith  regard  to  the  worn-out  tents.  Not  only 
in  the  28th  Regiment,  but  in  at  least  four  other  corps, 
Avill  be  found  tents  requiring  immediate  exchange  ; 
for  it  is  my  Urm  opinion  that  many  valuable  lives 
depend  upon  the  adoption  of  decided  measures  without 
delay. 

The  arrangement  referred  to  in  your  letter  is  only 
calculated  to  increase  the  numbers  of  the  sick  by 
placing  the  healthiest  in  the  worst  habitations.  So 
convinced  am  I  of  the  urgency  of  the  case,  and  the 
importance  of  providing  adequate  shelter  for  the 
men,  that  I  would  suggest  that  a  steamer  should  at 
once  be  despatched  to  Constantinople  or  elsewhere  to 
bring  new  tents,  with  carts  or  animals  to  convey 
them  from  the  landing  place  to  the  camp.  If  some- 
tliing  is  not  done,  and  speedily,  the  efficiency  of  the 
whole  division  will  be  at  stake. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)     T.  D.  Hume,  M.D. 
Lieut.-Colonel  Principal  Medical  Officer, 

the  Hon.  F.  Colborne, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  938. 

Mr.  Camming  to  Lord  W.  Pcudet. 

Barrack  nos2)ital,  Scutari, 
My  Lord,  14th  February  1857. 

I  THixK  myself  called  on  to  point  out  to  your 
Lordship,  as  I  have  often  done  verbally,  how  neces- 
sary it  is  that  the  depot  should  be  separated  from  this 
hospital,  for  without  this  it  is  in  vain  to  look  for  any 
improvement.  Its  strength  is  daily  increasing,  and 
as  all  have  ready  communication  with  the  different 
corridors,  every  attempt  to  prevent  this  has  been  un- 
successful. It  is  consequently  the  cause  of  a  great 
deal  of  irregularity,  and  from  the  barrack  having 
become  almost  a  i)ublic  tlioroughfare,  and  the  patients 
able  to  jjurchase  at  the  canteen,  and  to  have  brought 
into  them  from  the  village  all  kinds  of  improper  ar- 
ticles of  diet,  their  treatment  is  not  only  interfered 
with,  but  much  injury  is  no  doubt  produced. 

Our  embarrassments  will,  I  apprehend,  be  added 
to  instead  of  lessened  as  soon  as  the  huts  are  occu- 
])ied.  Our  numbers  will  be  increased  far  beyond 
what  tlie  sanitary  condition  of  the  accommodation 
admits  of,  irregularities  will  be  augmented,  and  with 
more  difficulty  checked,  and  should  an  epidemic  make 
its  api)earance  amongst  us,  the  consequences  m.ay  be 
still  more  serious. 

Until  the  Avhole  of  this  building  is  given  up  exclu- 
sively to  hospital  purposes,  and  we  have  the  power  of 
controlling  its  police,  preventing  the  introduction  of 
forbidden  articles  of  diet,  and  all  persons  unconnected 
with  the  establishment  prevented  from  freely  com- 
municating with  the  patients,  as  they  now  do,  the 
medical  officers  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the 
proper  performance  of  their  duties. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  men  composing  the 
depot,  and  more  especially  the  women  and  children, 
are  very  insufficiently  lodged,  and  their  presence  here 
most  seriously  interferes  with,  or  rather  prevents,  the 
sanitary  .arrangements  every  day  becoming  more  ne- 
cessary as  the  warm  weather  approaches.  We  are, 
I  fear,  not  merely  inviting  epidemics,  but  tending  to. 
create  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Cumming, 
Loi'd  W.  Paulet,  Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

&c.  &. 


No.  936. 

3d  Division, 

Sir,  12th  February  1855, 

The  only  answer  to  my  letter  to  General  England, 
relative  to  sick  being  on  salt  rations,  was  a  note  on 
my  own  letter,  written  by  Commissary  General  Fildcr, 
stating  the  attention  of  the  Commissariat  officer  had 
been  directed  to  the  conveyance  of  the  supply  of  lime 
juice,  according  to  the  quantity  required  by  the 
medical  officer  of  the  divisision.  Live  cattle  are 
daily  expected  by  steamers  despatched  for  their 
conveyance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  D.  Hume, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 


No.  937. 

Mr.  Hume  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Tlic  Camp,  3d  Division, 
Sir,  12th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  this  is  the 
fifth  day  the  sick  of  the  3d  Division  (amounting  to 
1,503)  are  on  salt  provisions,  and  there  is  not  up  to 
the  present  moment  (one  o'clock)  any  fresli  meat  on 
the  ground  for  to-morrow,  and  but  1 1  bottles  of  lime 
juice.  I  trust  therefore  you  will  not  lose  a  moment 
in  laying  the  matter  before  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  D.  Hume, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  939. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Harding. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  16tli  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  tliere  are 
now  floating  in  the  harbour,  opposite  my  window,  the 
carcasses  of  at  least  20  bullocks.  I  have  also  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  of  there  being  a  quantity  of 
carrion  lying  along  the  beach,  nearer  the  entrance 
of  the  harljour;  and  would  suggest  that  this  be  repre- 
sented to  Captain  Christie.  Steamers  are  occasion- 
ally employed  to  tug  the  dead  animals  to  sea;  but  I 
consider  this  very  necessary  operation  ought  to  be  a 
daily  one. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson,  M.D. 

Staff  Surgeon,  Ist  Class. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Harding, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  940. 

Dr.  Cumming  to  Brigadier  General  Lord 
William  Paulet. 

My  Lord,  Scutari,  18th  February  1855. 

With  reference  to  the  Secretary  for  AV'ar's  letter 
of  the  11th  January,  which  you  showed  me  to-day,  I 
have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship,  that 
patients  receiving  pay  when  in  hospital  is  so  contrary 

C  .•  o 
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to  the  usages  of  the  services,  subversive  of  hospital 
discipline,  and  so  injurious  to  the  men  themselves, 
that  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  take  upon  yourself  to 
suspend  it  until  the  opinion  of  higher  authority  is 
obtained. 

This  arrangement,  as  it  enables  the  patients  to 
obtain  whatever  articles  of  diet  or  intoxicating  drinks 
they  may  fancy,  has  been  the  cause  of  much  irregu- 
larity, and  great  embarrassment  to  the  medical 
officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  impera- 
tively requires  that  it  be  put  a  stop  to  without 
delay. 

As  the  use  of  tobacco  is  a  habit  so  inveterate  that 
it  can  hardly  be  expected  they  will  abandon  it,  even 
in  hospital,  notwithstanding  every  restriction  (al- 
though contrary  to  hospital  regulations),  that  I  would 
propose  a  ration  of  it  should  be  issued  to  those  who 
wish  for  it,  or  some  other  convenient  way  adopted. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Gumming, 
Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 

Lord  William  Paulet, 
8fc.  &c. 


No.  941. 

Dr.  Andersoti  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sib,  Balaklava,  19th  February  1855. 

I  REGRET  to  have  to  state  that  the  new  privy  at 
the  hospital  appears  to  be,  for  the  present,  left  half- 
finished.  I  would  also  suggest  that  small  wooden 
conveniences  should  be  erected  near  the  huts  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  hospital,  capable  of  accommodating 
three  patients,  with  moveable  seats  placed  over  pits, 
so  that  when  the  pits  become  offensive  they  may  be 
filled  up,  and  new  ones  dug.  At  present  the  open 
pits  are  particularly  offensive  to  the  inmates  of  the 
wooden  huts,  and  to  those  passing  by. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1  st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  942. 

Dr.  Gumming  to  Brigadier  General  Lord  William 
Paulet. 

My  Lord,  Scutari,  22d  February  1 855, 

I  BEG  leave  to  bring  to  your  Lordship's  notice 
the  state  of  the  barrack  yard  and  its  precincts,  more 
especially  betwixt  the  new  kitchen,  &c.  and  the  part 
of  the  building  occupied  by  the  depot.  Heaps  of 
rubbish  of  an  offensive  and  objectionable  kind  are 
there  piled  up,  and  urgently  require  removal. 

It  also  appears  to  me  most  desirable  that  all  the 
wet  and  miry  ground  on  both  sides  of  the  square 
should  be  filled  up,  and  all  decaying  and  decayed 
matter,  wherever  found,  daily  and  carefully  removed. 

With  so  many  sick,  and  the  strength  of  the  depot 
so  great,  the  most  unremitting  attention  will  be 
required  to  every  point  connected  with  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  establishment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Gumming, 
Lord  William  Paulet,      Inspector  Gen.  of  Hospitals. 
&c,  &c. 


No.  943. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieut. -Colonel  Harding. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  23d  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  represent  to  you  the 
exceedingly  crowded  state  of  the  "  Timandra."  The 
captain  informed  me  that  the  vessel  had  at  night  780 
Groats  on  board,  400  of  whicli  had  gone  on  shore  on 


fatigue  duty  when  I  inspected  the  ship,  and  I  consider 
that  even  with  this  decrease,  she  was  crowded  to 
excess.  There  are  four  cases  of  fever  now  on  board, 
and  should  the  disease  spread,  the  mortality  would  be 
very  great. 

I  would  therefore  suggest  that  the  number  on  board 
this  vessel  should  be  reduced  to  250,  and  the  remainder 
should  be  distributed  amongst  other  ships. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.-Golonel  Harding,        Staff  Surgeon  1st  Glass, 
&c.  &c. 


No.  944. 

Dr.  Hume  to  LJeut.- Colonel  the  Hon.  F.  Colborne. 

Gamp,  3d  Division, 
Sir,  24th  February  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  appoint  a  daily  police,  under  the  Quarter- 
master of  the  week,  to  collect,  and  either  burn  or  bury 
the  filth  and  rags  which  have  accumulated  around  the 
hospital  establishment,  particularly  around  the  mar- 
quees of  the  50th  and  18th  Regiments. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       T.  D.  Hume, 
Lieut.'Golonel  the  Principal  Medical  Officer, 

Hon.  F.  Colborne,  3d  Division. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  945.  (Duplicate.) 


No,  946. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieut.- Colonel  Harding. 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  27th  February  1855. 

I  BEG,  through  you,  to  again  call  the  attention 
of  the  authorities  to  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  the 
23d,  viz.,  the  crowded  state  of  the  "  Timandra." 
580  are  on  board  a  vessel  which  in  niy  opinion  ought 
only  to  have  250,  and  I  have  had  landed  to-day  from 
this  ship  1 1  cases  of  fever. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Harding,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  947. 

Dr.  A'fiderson  to  L^ieut.  Colonel  Harding, 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  7th  March  1855. 

I  BEG  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of 
the  guard  at  the  convalescent  station  at  the  Heights, 
now  occupying  one  of  the  hospitul  huts,  and  would 
recommend  that  they  should  have  a  tent,  as  formerly, 
as  the  hut  is  required  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
sick. 

1  would  also  represent  to  you,  that  it  would  be 
highly  important  if  the  sentry  wei'e  stationed  a  little 
nearer  to  the  hospital  there,  so  as  to  prevent  patients 
committing  nuisances,  &c.  One  of  the  medical 
officers,  on  requesting  the  sentry  to  do  so  this  morn- 
ing, was  infoi-med  by  him  that  he  could  take  no  orders 
from  him. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.-Golonel  Hardinge,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 
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No.  948. 
Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  10th  March  1855. 

I  avould  respectfully  suggest  to  you  the  necessity 
of  recommending  to  tiie  authorities  that  the  roofs  of 
the  huts  should  liavc  a  coating  of  Avhitewash,  or  some 
other  composition  of  a  white  colour  tliat  rain  would 
not  wash  off,  as  I  consider  that  in  summer  they  will, 
unless  the  colour  of  the  roof  be  changed,  be  quite 
uninhal^ilable.  Even  now  their  temperature  when 
the  sun  is  at  its  height  is  very  great,  notwithstanding 
both  the  end  windows  being  opened. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Andkkson, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff"  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  949. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Captain  Christie,  R.N. 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  11th  March  1855 

I  BEG  leave  to  represent  to  you  that  I  consider 
it  highly  advisable  that  the  "  Severn "  steam  ship 
should  be  at  once  cleared  out. 

Another  case  of  smallpox  has  been  landed,  and  the 
medical  officer  reports  to  me  that  till  the  ship  be 
emptied,  the  necessary  processes  of  fumigation, 
cleansing,  and  ventilation  cannot  go  on. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Captain  Christie,  R.N.  Staff"  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  950. 


Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  13th  March  1855. 

I  BECr  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  crowded 
state  of  the  general  hospital.  A  larger  number  of 
sick  was  sent  down  yesterday  than  the  authorities 
had  advised  us  of;  and  until  conveyance  can  be  pro- 
cured for  the  sick  from  the  hospital  to  the  convales- 
cent station  on  the  Heights,  I  am  much  afraid 
neither  Mr.  Hanbury  nor  I  will  ever  be  able  to  get 
the  hospital  in  that  state  that  we  so  much  wish  it 
to  be. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.     &c.  . 


No.  951. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieut.- Colonel  Harding. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  13th  March  1855. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  filthy 
state  of  the  beach,  and  of  the  encampment  behind 
and  beside  the  cattle  wharf.  This  is,  in  my  opinion, 
one  of  the  i"ew  remaining  abominations  of  Balaklava, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  its  speed}' 
removal  would  be  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
health  of  both  those  afloat  and  on  shore. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.-Col.  Harding,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  952. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieut. -Colonel  Harding. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  17th  March  1855. 

I  WOULD  respectfully  and  urgently  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  of  patients  straying  from  the 


General  Hospital.  A  man  of  the  Scots  Fusilier 
Guards  was  found  in  liis  camp  who  was  at  the  time 
supposed  to  be  under  treatment  in  the  hospital  ;  and 
I  myself  met  tAvo  men  in  the  street  in  their  hospital 
dresses,  and  another  man  delirious  from  fever.  The 
latter  was  so  weak  that  I  had  to  send  him  back  on 
horseback.  The  huts  are  so  scattered  that  the  proper 
surveillance  cannot  be  maintained  without  one  or  two 
sentries  being  placed  in  front  of  the  huts,  in  addition 
to  the  one  posted  before  the  stone  buildings.  I  am 
sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  this  evil  demands  a 
speedy  remedy. 

I  have,  8ic. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.-Col.  Harding  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  953. 


Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieut. -Colonel  Harding. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  28th  March  1855. 

As  I  cannot  get  the  carcass  of  a  dead  horse  in 
the  vicinity  of  my  house  removed  in  any  other  way 
than  by  applying  to  you,  I  would  feel  obliged  by  your 
ordering  the  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  cause  such 
nuisances  to  be  removed  to  have  it  done  forthwith,  as 
at  present  it  is  exhaling  a  most  pestiferous  odour. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.-Col.  Harding,  Staff"  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  954. 


Dr.  Anderson  to  Lientena?it  Colonel-Harding. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  14th  April  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  yesterday 
one  of  the  small  pox  patients  was  found  in  a  neigh- 
bouring hut,  and  this  dangerous  irregularity  is  very 
likely  to  be  repeated  unless  means  be  taken  to  prevent 
it.  May  I  therefore  request  that  a  sentry  be  placed 
over  the  huts  where  men  labouring  under  this  disease 
are  treated. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Harding,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  955. 


Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  28th  April  1855. 

I  BEG  most  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  insufficient  ventilation  in  the  huts  at  the  General 
Hospital,  and  to  suggest  that,  now  that  the  warm 
weather  is  approaching,  the  roof  should  have  openings 
similar  to  those  in  the  huts  at  the  Castle,  I  beg  further 
to  mention  that  this  has  already  been  suggested,  but 
that  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  it,  and  in  my  opinion 
it  is  now  absolutely  necessary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  956. 


Balaklava, 

Sir,  30th  April  1855. 

I  nVAi  to  call  your  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
huts  occupied  by  the  sick  of  the  Croats,  and  those 
used  as  hospitals  behind  the  Land  Transport  camp. 

There  being  no  latrines,  either  for  the  camp  or  the 
hospitals,  human  excrements  are  copiously  deposited 
in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  the  stench  from  this 
and  from  putrifying  urine  is  pestiferous. 

C  c  4 
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Of  the  state  of  the  interior  of  the  hospital  I  regret 
I  cannot  make  a  favourable  report.  The  medical 
officers  work  hard,  but  I  consider  it  quite  impossible 
lor  them  to  do  their  duty  by,  or  properly  treat,  men 
with  whose  language  they  are  totally  unacquainted. 
An  interpreter  has  certainly  been  provided,  but 
though  he  talks  Turkish  he  explains  in  French,  a 
language  of  which  the  medical  officers  know  as  little 
as  the  interpreter  does  of  English. 

Moreover,  as  only  (I  l)elieve)  two  English  orderlies 
are  allowed  for  the  whole,  instead  of  one  to  each  hut, 
and  as  the  other  orderlies  are  foreigners  or  Turks,  it 
stands  to  reason  that  the  attendance  of  the  unfortunate 
sick  must  be  very  much  neglected,  as  under  the 
circumstances  the  orderlies  cannot  be  instructed  in 
their  duties.  I  am  aware  (though  I  trust  not)  that 
an  objection  Avill  be  raised  to  the  employment  of 
soldiers  in  attending  sick  Turks  ;  but  T  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  keeping  those  infidels  in  health, 
and  giving  the  poor  creatures  when  sick  the  same 
advantages  as  Christians  enjoy,  Avill  be  wise  measures, 
inasmuch  as  they  will  tend  to  the  preservation  of  the 
health  of  the  community.  I  consider  the  site  of  the 
hospital  in  the  immediate  rear  of  a  large  number  of 
sick  mules,  many  of  them  with  open  sores,  a  very 
improper  one. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 


procure  belts  for  the  men  who  are  not  now  in  pos- 
session of  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  R.  Taylor, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Inspector  General, 

&c.  &c.  3d  Division. 


No.  959.  (Duplicate.) 


No.  960. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Sir  Richard  England. 

Camp,  3d  Division, 
Sir,  15th  May  1855. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  threatening  an 
outbreak  of  epidemic  cholera,  segregated  order  of 
regiments  on  a  camp  ground  is  most  essential,  and  I 
cannot  but  regard  the  encampment  noAV  in  progress  of 
two  additional  regiments  within  the  camp  ground  of 
the  3d  Division,  and  on  its  prevailing  windward  side, 
as  a  measure  calculated  to  be  seriously  prejudicial  to 
the  health  of  the  division,  such  a  consequence  is  the 
more  to  be  anticipated,  as  these  regiments  have 
cholera  prevalent  in  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  R.  Taylor, 

Dep.  Inspector  General, 
Lt.-Gen.  Sir  Richard  England,        3d  Division. 
&c.  &c. 


No.  957. 

Staff  Surgeon  Aiiderson  to  Dr.  Hall 

Balaklava, 

Sir,  4th  May  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of 
the  30th  April,  to  state  that  my  experience  of  wearing 
flannel  clothing  next  the  skin  makes  me  certain  that 
it  is  even  more  useful  in  summer  than  in  winter,  as  it 
prevents  sudden  chills  after  severe  perspiration  ;  but 
I  think  the  substitution  of  light  merino  in  summer  for 
the  heavy  woollen  shirts  worn  in  winter  would  be  a 
great  comfort,  and  would  be  more  readily  adopted  by 
the  men. 

The  71st  Regiment,  that  left  my  district,  Avas  fully 
equipped  with  cholera  belts,  and  Surgeon  Young  has 
been  directed  by  me  to  indent  for  the  number  requisite 
to  complete  the  equipment  of  the  63d  Regiment. 

I  have,  8cc. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  958. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  3d  Division, 
Sir,  5th  May  1855. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  respecting  woollen 
clothing  for  the  troops,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  the  surgeons  of  the  3d  Division^  are, 
without  exception,  of  opinion  that  it  is  very  advisable 
the  soldier  should  wear  flannel  next  his  skin  in  all 
seasons  of  the  year.  In  this  opinion  I  concur.  It 
seems  to  me,  however,  advisable  that  the  woollen 
texture  for  summer  wear  should  be  considerably 
lighter  than  for  Avinter. 

With  shirt  and  drawers  of  such  a  texture  it  is 
hardly  expedient  to  enforce  a  cholera  belt  in  addition. 
It  is  to  be  observed  that  cholera  has  not  decreased 
in  India  since  the  introduction  of  the  use  of  the 
flannel  cholera  l)elt.  On  the  contrary,  sickness  and 
mortality  by  cholera  has  everywhere  increased  of 
late  years. 

Nearly  all  the  soldiers  in  the  '3d  Division  are 
furnished  with  these  belts,  and  steps  are  taking  to 


No.  961. 

Dr.  Taylor  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  3d  Division, 
Sir,  15th  May  1855. 

Though  but  few  cases  of  cholera  have  as  yet 
appeared  amongst  the  men  of  the  3d  Division,  there 
is,  I  fear,  good  reason  to  anticipate  an  epidemic  pre- 
valence of  the  disease.  Under  such  circumstances  I 
beg  to  submit  for  your  opinion  the  expediency  of 
separate  huts  for  the  admission  of  all  cases  of  this 
disease  that  may  occur  in  the  division.  This  ar- 
rangement, though  not,  perhaps,  the  most  beneficial 
for  the  persons  attacked,  would,  I  think,  be  un- 
doubtedly the  best  for  the  sick  generally  of  the  divi- 
sion. For  this  reason  I  would  recommend  it;  should, 
however,  you  consent  to  its  being  carried  out,  I 
conceive  it  would  be  necessary  to  bring  up  and  erect 
two  extra  huts  for  the  purpose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  R.  Taylor, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.-Inspector  General,  3d  Division. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  962. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Lieut.- Colonel  Harding. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  18th  May  1855. 

As  the  only  effectual  mode  of  removing  nuisances 
is  calling  your  attention  to  their  existence,  I  beg  to 
enumerate  two ;  and,  first,  the  filthy  and  crowded 
state  of  the  black  hut,  occupied  by  the  Commissariat 
drivers,  in  rear  of  the  General  Plospital,  and  of  the 
nuisances  round  about  it.  I  would  recommend  that 
the  hut  should  be  at  once  thoroughly  cleansed,  and 
whitewashed  inside  and  out,  and  the  rubbish  burned. 
When  I  mention  that  seven  cases  of  cholera  have 
been  admitted  from  this  hut  within  the  week,  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  sooner  sanitary  measures  are 
adopted  the  better. 

The  next  nuisance  is  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  in 
a  house  in  Railway  Street,  occupied  by  four  unfor- 
tunate Commissariat  Clerks,  who  tell  me  they  have 
repeatedly  mentioned  the  state  of  tlieir  dwelling  to 
the  superior  of  tlieir  own  department.  I  myself 
wrote  to  Mr.  Filder,  recommending  their  removal,  but 
no  notice  has  been  taken  of  my  letter. 
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As  a  foul  privy  exists  on  the  premises,  you  will 
not  be  surprised  to  hear  tlisit  of  four  clerks  who  sleep 
in  one  small  room,  and  Iweathc  the  intolerable  atmo- 
shere,  one  is  dangerously  ill  of  low  fever,  and  reciuires 
immediate  removal.  I  Avould  sufigest  that  this  house 
should  be  as  speedily  as  possible  pulled  down,  as  it 
Avill  not  only  cause  disease  to  its  inhabitants,  but 
to  those  in  the  vicinity. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Harding,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  963. 
Dr.  Anderson  to  Dr.  Hall. 
Sir,  Balaklava,  18th  May  1855. 

I  ■WOULD  most  respectfully  urge  upon  you  tlie 
■  necessity  of.  bringing  before  Field  Marshal  Lord 
Raglan  the  rpiality  of  llie  l)read  served  out  as  the 
rations  to  the  orderlies  in  the  liosi)ital  here.  It  is 
not  only  exceedingly  sour,  but  is  streaked  through- 
out with  blue  and  yellow  mould,  and  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  to  take  care  that  the  overworked  hospital 
orderlies  ai-e  not  supplied  with  this  very  fertile 
source  of  cholera. 

I  held  a  Board  on  some  of  the  same  quality  two 
days  ago  (for  I  regret  to  say  that  the  bread  has  been 
lately  very  bad),  and  I  had  the  proceedings  sent  back 
with  remarks  in  the  margin,  Avhich  leave  me  no 
alternative  except  on  all  future  occasions  bringing  to 
the  inunediate  notice  of  the  head  of  my  department 
every  cause  Avhich  may,  with  regard  to  the  supply  of 
provisions,  tend  to  the  deterioration  of  the  health  of 
the  men. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

&c.  &c. 

P.S. — The  men  in  the  cholera  hut,  the  surgeon 
.  assures  me,  in  very  many  instances  attribute  their 
disease  to  the  use  of  this  bread. 


No.  964. 

Extracts  from  the  Weekly  Medical  Report  of  De- 
puty Inspector  General  J.  R.  Taylor,  Principal 
Medical  Officer,  3d  Division,  dated  "  Camp,  3d 
Division,  19th  May  1855. 

"  Cholera  made  its  appearance  in  the  division  on 
the  13th.  I  of  course  looked  upon  all'Jirraugement.s 
calculated  to  increase  the  violence  and  virulence  of 
tiie  miasnui  as  highly  objectionable  ;  I  therefore,  on 
the  15th  instant,  strongly  remonstrated  against  the 
introduction  of  two  additional  regiments  on  to  the 
camp  ground  of  the  3d  Division.  These  regiments 
l)eing  newly  arrived  in  the  Crimea,  and  having  cholera 
already  prevalent  in  them,  rendered  their  introduction 
still  more  objectionable,  for  though  I  am  not  con- 
vinced of  the  infectious  nature  of  that  disease,  I 
look  upon  it  as  prudent  to  act  upon  the  supposition 
of  such  a  quality  in  it  ;  and  I  have  observed,  that  in 
localities  and  communities  where  cholera  may  be 
considered  as  ready  to  spring  into  existence,  the  in- 
troduction of  a  case  from  without  is  apt  to  start  those 
dormant  conditions  into  action.  It  is  now  too  late  to 
obviate  the  influence  here  noticed,  and  some  of  the 
mischief  of  close  encampments  ;  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  would  be  still  very  expedient  to  segregate 
consideral)ly  the  four  regiments  and  artillery  now 
closed  round  the  general  hospital  for  wounded,  on 
rear  of  camp  ground  of  this  division." 


No.  965. 

Dr.  Anderson  to  Major  McKenzie. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  4th  June  1855. 

In  consequence  of  a  private  communication  I 
had  from  you  this  morning,  I  went  oft'  at  once  to 


inspect  the  "  Chester."  I  found  her  dirty  to  a 
degree,  full  of  charcoal  dust,  the  number  of  the  crew 
reduced  by  a  late  attack  of  Asiatic  cholera,  the  pro- 
visions on  lioard  and  the  ventilation  bad.  I  strongly 
protest  against  any  man,  well  or  ill,  European  or 
Asiatic,  being  sent  on  board  ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
would  recommend  that  this  ship  ought  to  be  sent  to 
sea  for  the  benefit  of  the  health  of  the  crew,  several 
of  whom  are  suffering  from  diarrlura. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  public  service 
might  be  benefited  were  the  Principal  Medical 
Oflicer  here  informed  ofKcially  by  the  naval  authori- 
ties in  such  cases,  as  he  is  supposed  to  l)e  answerable 
ibr  the  health  and  comfort  of  every  man  going  on 
board.  , 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       A.  Anderson. 

Major  McKenzie, 
kv.  &c. 


No.  966. 

Staff  Surgeon  Hadley  to  Dr.  IIuU. 

Sir,  Balaklava,  Uth  June  1855. 

I  iiEG  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  state  of 
the  huts  used  for  the  purpose  of  an  hospital  for  the 
sick  Europeans  and  Turks  belonging  to  the  Land 
Transport  Corps. 

The  filth  collected  around  this  place  from  the  total 
want  of  latrines,  and  from  the  numbers  of  horses  and 
mules  in  the  vicinity  of  the  huts,  render  the  locality 
per  fee  t  ly  pe  st  i  ferou  s. 

There  are  at  present  in  this  hospital  25  Europeans 
and  68  Croats,  and  for  this  numl)er  there  are  only 
three  orderlies  and  one  hospital  serjeant,  who  is  sick. 
Dr.  Bain,  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  has  been  several 
times  at  this  office  to  complain  of  his  utter  inability 
to  carry  on  the  duty,  and  the  patients  themselves  have 
the  greatest  ol)jection  to  enter  the  hospital  in  its 
present  state. 

I,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  i-ecommend  that  an  addi- 
tional seven  orderlies,  and  a  serjeant  to  rejilace  the 
sick  man,  be  applied  for,  and  a  fatigue  party  to  clean 
thoroughly  the  precincts  of  the  hospital,  or  that 
the  sick  of  the  hospital  be  removed  to  another  locality 
and  put  into  tents. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       H.  Hadley, 
Dr.  Hall,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  967. 

Staff'  Surgeon  Hadlei/  to  Major  McKenzie. 
Sir,  Balaklava,  27th  June  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you  that  cholera 
has  broken  out  on  board  the  "Lancashire  Witch," 
and  other  sickness  to  a  great  extent  ;  and  that  the 
ship  is  overcrowed  with  horses,  Ijy  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Bird,  of  the  10th  Hussars,  who  hiis  come 
on  shore  to  report  the  state  of  the  ship.  I  beg  to 
recommend  that  this  ship  be  brought  into  harbour 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  men 
may  be  landed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Henry  Hadley, 
Major  McKenzie,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  968. 

Staff  Surgeon  Hadley  to  Dr.  Sutherland. 

Sii;,  Balaklava,  19th  August  1855. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you  that  there  is 
a  most  offensive  latrine  close  to  the  Commissary 
General's  house,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  thickly  inha- 
bited pai-t  of  Balaklava,  which  is  not  only  exceedingly 
disagreeable  to  the  neighbourhood,  Imt,  I  should 
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imagine,  very  injurious  to  health  ;  I  beg,  therefore, 
you  will  be  kind  enough  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  have  it  removed  to  a  more  appropriate  spot. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       H.  Hadley, 
Dr.  Sutherland,  Staff  Surgeon. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  969. 

(Memorandum.) 

Camp,  1st  Division, 

23d  November  1855. 
Medical  officers  of  the  staif  and  regimental  medical 
officers  in  charge  of  regiments,  are  requested  to  give 
their  opinion  respecting  the  j^roposed  change  of  serving 
out  porter  three  days  in  the  week,  instead  of  the 
present  ration  of  rum,  as  required  hy  the  accompany- 
ing letter  (see  Lord  Arthur  Hay's  letter,  22nd  No- 
vember), which  is  to  be  returned. 

(Signed)       J.  E.  Williams, 

Deputy  Inspector  General. 


Dr.  Sail,  1st  Class  Staff  Surgeon,  recommends  old 
rum,  and  not  porter. 

Dr.  Skelton,  Coldstream  Guards,  recommends 
porter,  if  of  good  quality,  which  it  has  not  recently 
been. 

G.  E.  Blenkins,  Battalion  Surgeon,  Grenadier 
Guards,  old  rum  during  the  winter  season. 

Wni.  Thornton,  Surgeon,  9tli  Regiment,  rum  as 
rations  ;  a  limited  portion  of  porter  to  be  sold  to  the 
troops. 

Dr.  Barry,  Surgeon,  13th  Eegiment,  decidedly  in 
favoin-  of  rum. 

T.  J.  Atkinson,  Assistant  Surgeon,  in  charge  of 
31st  Regiment,  good  old  rum  much  preferable  in  cold 
weather  to  some  porter. 

W.  Deeble,  Surgeon,  56th  Regiment,  good  old  rum 
during  the  winter  months. 


No.  970. 
Dr.  Williams  to  Dr.  Hall. 

Camp,  1st  Division, 
Sir,  20th  December  1855. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  this  morning  I 
called  on  Lieut.-Gen.  Lord  Rokeby,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  severity  of  the  weather,  recommended 
that  the  men  of  this  division  should  be  supplied  with 
an  extra  ration  of  rum,  to  be  given  at  night,  and  that 
each  man  should  have  an  extra  blanket.  He  approved 
of  the  suggestion,  and  recommended  my  forwarding 
the  application  to  you,  as  he  had  not  the  power  of 
ordering  it.  I  beg  therefore  to  bring  it  under  your 
notice.  I  feel  sure  that  the  men  would  be  benefited 
by  the  issue  of  rum  at  night  being  granted.  They 
now  go  and  purchase  bad  spirits,  and,  fi'om  seeing  it, 
are  too  often  induced  to  repeat  the  dram,  when,  had 
they  it  good,  and  supplied  at  home,  the  majority 
would  be  content  Avith  their  allowance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  E.  Williams, 
Dr.  Hall,  Dep.  Inspector  General. 

&c.  &c. 

Received  20th  DecemV^er  1855,  and  submitted  to 
the  Chief  of  the  staff.  The  blanket  I  think  good, 
but  the  rum  a  questionable  measure. 

(Signed)       J.  Hall. 

The  Commander  of  the  Forces  thinks  the  troops 
have  rum  enough,  and  hopes  the  weather  will  not 
continue  so  severe  as  to  make  more  blankets  necessary. 

By  Order. 


No.  971. 

W.  CruicksJiank,  Esq.,  to  Dr.  Linton. 

Sir,  Scutari,  4th  January,  1856. 

I  BEG  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  your 
instructions,  I  this  day  visited  the  small-pox  tents  of 
the  2d  Light  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  German 
Legion  at  Kululie.  I  have  to  premise  that  the 
surgeon  of  the  regiment  informed  me  that  small-pox 
broke  out  in  it  in  England  about  the  20th  December 
last,  since  which  date  cases  have  occurred  in  it  from 
time  to  time  ;  that  the  whole  of  the  regiment  has 
been  carefully  inspected,  and  all  the  men  vaccinated 
who  did  not  bear  satisfactory  marks  either  of  vac- 
cination or  small-pox. 

In  a  marquee  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  there  were 
eight  cases  of  modified  variola,  one  confluent,  and 
four  in  a  bell  tent  convalescent  from  that  disease, 
and  two  just  reported,  making  a  total  of  15.  Be-, 
tween  these  tents  and  the  camp,  I  learned  there  is 
more  or  less  communication,  altliough  there  is  a 
sentry  posted  over  the  former. 

These  hospital  tents  are  frequently  blown  down  at 
night,  and  the  Germans  do  not  seem  to  possess  much 
aptitude  or  experience  in  tent-pitching  ;  and  for  this 
reason,  as  well  as  to  ensure  a  more  perfect  segre- 
gation of  variolous  cases  from  the  healthy,  and  there- 
fore the  sooner  to  eradicate  variola  from  the  corps, 
I  would  recommend  that  application  be  immediately 
made  for  the  marquee  standing  on  the  water's  edge, 
near  the  barrack,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  accom- 
modation of  all  small-pox  cases. 

I  was  informed  that  there  is  no  difficulty  antici- 
pated in  obtaining  this  building,  or  if  there  should  be, 
that  a  house  might  be  hired  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
barracks. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  medical  officer  of  that  corps 
should  be  put  in  charge  of  the  small-pox  hospital, 
with  a  proper  number  of  orderlies  selected  from  men 
who  have  liad  small-pox,  and  that  he  and  they  should 
be  prohibited  from  having  any  intercourse  with  the 
healthy  ;  and  that  they  should  live  either  in  the 
hospital,  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  These  mea- 
sures, if  fully  carried  out,  I  submit  are  likely  to 
eradicate  the  disease  from  the  corps,  which  it  is  so 
very  desirable  to  effect. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  Cruickshank, 
Dep.  Inspector  General. 

Dr.  Linton, 
&c.  8fc. 


No.  972. 

W.  Cruickshank,  Esq.,  to  Dr.  Linton. 

Barrack  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sir,  21st  January  1856. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  complaints 
have  been  made  by  the  sick  in  the  hospital  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  quantity  of  meat  in  the  full  and 
half  diets,  I  beg  to  report  that  they  have  frequently 
been  made,  and  in  my  opinion  not  without  reason, 
considering  the  inferior  quality  of  the  meat  in  this 
country  as  compared  with  that  of  England. 

I  therefore  am  of  opinion  that  the  full  diets  should 
be  increased  to  16  ounces,  the  half  to  12,  and  the 
low  to  6. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  Cruickshank, 
Dr.  Linton,  Dep.  Inspector  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  973. 

W.  Cruickshank,  Esq.,  to  Dr.  I^inton. 

Barrack  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sir,  28th  January  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  your  information, 
that  a  room  in  K  corridor  is  occupied  by  30  or  40 
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poor  dirty-looking  foreigners,  apparently  Croats.  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  that  I  consider  it  highly  objection- 
able to  introduce  persons  of  this  description  into  a 
military  hospital,  as  being  not  unlikely  to  bring  with 
them,  or  generate,  disease,  perhaps  of  a  contagious 
nature,  and  irregularities  ;  for  instance,  when  I  was 
in  the  room  this  afternoon  I  saw  burning  wood  on  its 
floor,  and  from  a  bed  in  the  corridor  above  this,  to 
which  there  is  free  access  by  the  staircase,  sheets  were 
abstracted  last  night. 

I  respectfully  have  to  add  that  my  responsibility, 
and  that  of  tlie  officers  and  servants  under  me,  nuist 
necessarily  be  very  much  limited,  if  sucli  persons  are 
granted  quarters  in  the  hospital  without  any  reference 
to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  Cruicksiiank, 
Dr.  Linton,  Deputy  Inspector  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  974. 

J.  Mount,  Esq.,  to  Dr.  Beatsoti. 

Principal  Medical  Office, 
Sir,  29th  May  1856. 

The  purveyor  and  medical  officer  in  charge  of 
the  regimental  hospitals  at  Balaklava  have  lirought 
to  my  notice  the  objectionable  practice  recently 
adopted  of  emptying  the  latrine  tubs  into  holes  dug 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  hospital,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  boat  usually  employed  for  that  purpose 
having  been  sunk  or  destroyed,  I  have  to  request  you 
will  lie  pleased  to  bring  the  circvmistance  to  the  notice 
of  the  Commandant  of  Balaklava,  with  a  view  to  the, 
boat  being  replaced  or  the  practice  be  discontinued 
without  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Mouat, 
Dr.  Beatson,  Dep.  Inspector  General. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  975. 

J.  Mouat,  Esq.,  to  Colonel  Waddrj. 

Principal  Medical  Office,  Balaklava. 
Sir,  3d  July  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  with  the  enclosure 
from  Lieut. -Colonel  Waddy,  Commanding  56th  Regi- 
ment, lierewith  returned. 

Having  referred  to  the  Commissai-y  General  on 
the  subject  of  quality  of  ration  meat,  which  is  good, 
and  has  not  been  complained  of,  and  as  there  has 
been  no  marked  increase  in  the  amount  of  illness 
which  could  be  attril)uted  to  deficient  meat,  I  do  not 
feel  justified  on  medical  grounds  in  recommending  so 
large  an  increase  to  the  ration  of  meat  as  half  ajDound, 
nor  do  I  think  the  great  majority  of  men  in  hot 
weather  could  consume  it. 

As  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  fatigue  duties  at 
present  required  are  trying,  to  some  exhausting  ;  but 
I  think,  bearing  in  mind  the  ample  nature  of  the 
soldiers'  rations,  the  addition  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  meat  to  improve  the  soup  might  be  issued  with 
benefit. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Mouat, 

Dep.  Inspector  General, 

Colonel  Waddy, 
&c.  &c. 

No.  976. 

(Extract.) 

"  Camp  before  Sebastopol, 
"  Sir,  17th  December  1855. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  the  two 
steamers,  the  '  Sydney  '  and  the  '  Candia,'  which  have 
been  appropriated  for  the  conveyance  of  sick  and 
Avounded  men  from  Balaklava  to  Scutari,  will  not,  I 
fear,  in  tlie  present  state  of  the  army,  be  sufficient  to 
keep  the  hospitals  free  from  overcrowding,  as  each 
steamer  is  only  calculated  for  the  conveyance  of  150 
sick." 

Brigadier  General  Airey, 
&c.  &c. 


ADDENDUM. 

From  Page  507  of  the  Third  Eeport  of  Sebastopol  Committee. 


No.  977. 

Dr.  Bitrrell  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Principal  Medical  Officer's  Office, 
Military  Hospital,  Scutari, 
Sni,  "  8th  May  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived 
here  on  the  30th  ult.  in  the  "  Emeu"  steamer,  and 
assumed  the  charge  of  the  Department. 

I  Avrote  you  a  hurried  letter  from  Gallipoli,  giving 
a  very  imperfect  sketch  of  medical  matters  at  that 
station.  As  regards  this,  there  are  now  assembled 
10,420  troops,  consisting  of  artillery  and  infantry. 
The  former  are  stationed  about  three  miles  distant 
from  this,  together  with  two  companies  of  the  77th 
Regiment. 

The  Avhole  force,  with  the  exception  of  three 
regiments,  are  under  canvas.  The  ground  occupied 
by  the  encampments  is  high,  dry,  and  otherwise  un- 
exceptionable. 

The  health  of  the  troops  up  to  this  date  has  been 
satisfactory,  viz.,  from  2\  to  3  jier  cent.,  only  four 
deaths  having  occurred.  These,  though  from  ordi- 
nary disease,  were  marked  by  an  unusually  rapid 


course.  As  yet  there  appears  to  be  no  decided  ten- 
dency to  the  prevalence  of  any  particular  disease. 
The  cases  now  in  hospital  are  of  little  severity. 
Two  cases  of  small-pox  have  been  reported  in  the 
95th  Regiment  of  a  modified  character.  As  relates 
to  hospital  accommodation,  the  upper  floor  of  a 
splendid  and  most  commodious  hospital  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  barracks  and  encampment  lias  hitherto  been 
ai)propriated. 

This  accommodates  about  180  patients  ;  good 
bedding  is  provided  by  the  Turks  ;  but  many  con- 
veniences are  yet  wanting.  The  first  floor  and 
basement  are  occupied  by  about  200  sick  Turkish 
soldiers  ;  we  are  in  consequence  obliged  to  have 
about  100  slight  cases  in  camp  and  barracks.  The 
hospital  authorities,  however,  seem  well  disposed  to 
afibrd  further  accommodation;  and  as  I  have  suggested 
to  Lord  Raglan  tlie  eventual  necessity  of  having  the 
whole,  it  is  not  impossible  we  shall  soon  obtain  ex- 
clusive possession.  At  present  the  hospital  has 
been  conducted  on  the  regimental  system,  but  the 
purveyors  and  part  of  the  stores  having  arrived  by 
the  "  IMelita,"  the  general  hospital  plan  will  be 
established  as  soon  as  possible. 
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APPENDIX  TO  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  TO  INQUIRE,  &C. 


I  herewith  enclose  the  distribution  of  Medical 
Staff  Officers  to  the  several  divisions  and  Lrinjades. 
This,  of  course,  will  be  subiect  to  constant  lluctua- 
tions  both  in  numbers  and  individuals,  according  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  service.  You  Avill,  however,  be 
able  to  estimate  the  extent  of  medical  aid  necessary 
for  the  force  in  the  event  of  its  being  much  separated. 
At  present  there  is  more  than  enough,  but  more 
surgeons,  first  and  second,  will  probably  be  required 
eventually  for  hospital  woi'k.  In  any  event  a  large 
staff  will  be  required  to  be  left  here,  which  is  likely 
to  become  a  central  hospital  for  straggling  sick  of 
all  descriptions,  both  on  account  of  its  relative 
position  and  its  ample  accommodation  and  salu- 
brity. 

The  convenience  for  any  deliberate  or  systematic 
Avork  is  still  deficient,  the  office  of  the  Principal 
Medical  Officer  being  scarcely  in  operation.  This 
will,  I  hope,  account  for  any  irregularity  in  the  due 
transmission  of  returns  and  other  matters  relating 
to  the  force.  All  is  in  fair  training,  but  amidst 
rather  novel  difficulties  time  is  necessaiy  to  arrange 
and  organize. 

The  health  of  the  troops  at  Gallipoli  (who  are 
reduced  by  the  removal  to  head  quarters  of  the  93rd 
Regiment  and  Rifle  Brigade  just  arrived,  to  about 
oOOO)  is  satisfactory. 


Drs.  Forrest,  Anderson,  and  Carr  are  at  that 
station  with  a  due  proportion  of  junior  officers. 
All  the  other  officers  are  here,  and  have  duties 
assigned  to  them,  except  a  few  of  the  assistant 
surgeons,  whom  it  is  desirable  to  keep  disposable 
for  unforeseen  exigencies.  Dr.  OT^'laherty,  1st  class, 
and  Dr.  Forteath  arrived  yesterday  evening  in  the 
"  City  of  London." 

No  movement  of  the  force  from  this  is  spoken  of 
as  imminent.  Few  of  the  Artillery  have  as  yet 
arrived,  and  none-  of  the  Cavalry. 

The  weather  for  the  last  fortnight  has  been 
changeable,  with  occasional  heavy  showers.  The 
temperature  is  moderate  but  variable,  a  liot  day 
being  fre([uently  followed  by  chilly,  or  even  cold 
nights.  The  barracks  are  spacious  and  well  venti- 
lated, but  much  nuisance  and  other  defects  abound, 
and  will  become  matters  for  our  interference  should 
the  force  remain  here  in  the  hot  months. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  II.  Burrell,  M.D., 

Dep.  Insp.-General  of  Hospitals, 
Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  A.  Smith, 
&c.  &c. 


